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FRO thofe who would be well verfed in the principles of - 
~H SurceERy, it cannot be a difagreeable tafk, to trace the 
origin and progrefs of it from the earlieft accounts down to the 
prefent period; efpecially as the firft neceffary ftep in the purfuit 
‘of any fcience, is to become acquainted with all that has already . 
been made known upon the fubjeGt. We therefore commence + 
this part of our undertaking with a general fketch of the Hiftory ~ 
of Surgery, and propofe to point out, in a curfory manner, the 
principal perfons who have adorned that noble art with their prac 
tice and writings: ~~ me a psa 
_ The moft ancient divifion of medicine was. into Chzrurgerys 
Diet, and Pharmacy: the former of thefe teaches us to cure by 
the affiftance of our hands, and by various extefnal applications, 
many diforders to which the human frame is incident, and which 
are not within the power of the other two branches. oe 
_ In the primary ages of mankind, when the moft perfect of all 
created beings had yet -fcarce degenerated from that ftate of per- 
fection in which he was firft produced from the hands of the 
Creator, difeafe was yet unkriown upon the earths Man had 
_then ho wants but {uch as the neighbouring ftream or the labour 
of his own hands would fupply, no cares but thofe of a domeftic 
hature, amply compenfated by the fatisfaction whieh attends 
them. His mind was not yet weakened by intemperance nor his 
body impaired by debauchery—exercife was his only phyfic, and 
unbroken, undifturbed reft his only reftorer. But it is obvious 
_ that, even in thofe happy and tranquil times, man was not.exempt 
from the confequences of accidental violence. His body was not 
lefs expofed than at prefent to common cafualties and td a variety 
of ftrokes that. might bruife or wound his flefh, or diflocate’ or 
fracture his bones. He might be torn by the fangs of fome 
wild beaft, or affected by the bite of fome: venomous infects 
Such were the firft and moft natural evils to which man in the 
place affigned him in the order of created beings muft have been, 
obnoxious, and therefore his thoughts would neceffarily be en- 
gaged in finding out fome means of relief for thefe accidents. 
_ _cdhus from the nature of the fubje@t, as well as from the tefti-. 
~ ™ony of Cetsus and many other remote authors, it appears. 
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that furgery was inconteftably the moft ancient branch of medi« 
cine, and in fact the parent of all the reft. oe, eee 

Tt is naturat to fuppofe however, as “indeed is evident from 
the earlieft accounts that have been tranfmitted to us, that the two 
profeffions of Phyfic and Surgery were by no means diftinét from 
each other, but that, on the contrary, the profeffors of one were 
equally practitioners of the ether. Hence it will be ‘impofftble, 


in tracing the Hilory of Surgery, to feparate it entirely from 


that of Phyfic; but this connection will only regard the profeffors 
of the art, for, having done all that the fubject requires in our 
introduction to MEDICINE, we fhall avoid taking notice of any 


of their’ difcoveries or improvements in the latter, unlefs they are 


immediately conne&ted with Surgery.” For the fake’ of clearnefs 
_ and’ precifion it may be Tighe to premife; that this hiftory will be 


diftinguithed by two periods: ‘Phe firft will comprehend from 


the beginning of the world to the coming of CurRist, a fpace 
generally teckoned of about four thoulahd years; the fecond, 
reckoning the centuries in the ufal inanner, will begin from the- 
Chiiftian’ era. © By Way of illultrating this, let us fuppofe that 
mention is to be made of thofe writers who lived in tle {pace of 
time béiween the years 1350 and 1400. ‘Thefe- may be faid to 
have fourifhéed in the fourteenth ceittury. ‘Thus whenever one 
century is completed the next begins; fo that, according to this 


method of reckoning, we are at prefent in the beginning of the » 


7? Hp c ". ; ‘ ‘Cx oe iY ia f E ive Pts Wipe G , 
nineteenth century. It fecms neceffary to be fomewhat particu- 
lar in explaining this circumftance, as fome writers, and efpeci« 
ally Gozticxe, who profeffedly wrote a Hiftory of Surgery, 

k ; : rh ¢ Saag a ice at potters 1o 


has miftaken this point, reckoning the centuries in an erroneous 
5 : ty a x ‘ i : by frie 5 Os a ta get? ee a | ptiherr ont f 
manner. GoELiIcKkE, though his book was publithed in 1713, 


fays'he writes in the feventegnth century. This has made him 
very inconfiftent with Freinp, and other writers; for though 
hé agrees with them as to the period of time in which the feveral. 


authors lived, yet, if we judge by his method of reckoning the 
centuries, we fhall’find them placed one century later than they 


aré by other writers. A flight degree of attention to this circum- | 


‘ftance will indeed reconcile many doubts, and clear up feveral 
difficulties which otherwife occur in the relations of writers on 
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the bladder were inflated to as great a fize as they could: bear. 
The urethra being well diftended, a finger.>was next introduced 
into, the anus, and the ftone pufhed towards the neck of the | 
bladder. “Fhe canula was then removed fuddenly and with great 
force, atid by this fingular management feveral ftones were faid 
to have been extracted. ALPINUS was a writer of fome credit? 
he had left his own country, infpired with a laudable thirft of 
medical knowledge, and had travelled into Egypt, where he re 
fided feveral years, and converfed familiarly with the phyficians | 
there, in order to acquire an infight into their practice, and he 
afirms to have feen the above operation praclifed. with fuccefs, 
Mr. CuHesELDEN, however, very judicioufly obferves, in his 
_ treatife on the high operation, that it is not probable this method 
could have been ufed with effe@t, where the flone was of any: 
fize ; and that it could only have been practifed where:a number 
of little ftones, or perhaps gravel, was in the bladder. And in 
deed the inftance ALPINUs produces feems to confirm this opi« 
nion, as it mentions that he faw an operator, whofe name was 
FAL Y, extract feveral ftones from a certain general of the Turks, 
by this procefs. Bleeding in the veins, as well as in the arteries, 
is hkewife faid to have been in ufe with them. Actual cautery 
‘was frequent; and ALPiNus alfo mentions their performing the 
paracentefis of the abdomen in a dropfy. ‘Thefe obfervations, 
however, féem rather to refpect the’ modern practices of the 
Egyptians ; for the firft inftance we have upon record of the per 
formance of the operation of bleeding occurs among the Greeks, 
as we fhall fee hereafter. | OG. 
From the moft ancient hiftorians, we colleé, that the Egyptians - 
attributed the invention of phyfic to HERMES, or MeRcuRY, 
who afterwards taught it to AscunArivs, his nephew. They 
alfo included Osiris, Apis, or SERApis, and Ists (who were 
afterwards claffed with their divinities), among the firft practi- 
tioners: of medicine ; who, from the refpect they were held in, 
on account ef the wonders of their art, which was fuppofed to 
proceed. from the gods, were all of them deitied by the Greeks, 
#8 well as by the Egyptians. This AiscunLaPius of Egypt 
was different from the Grecian A®scuLApPius, or rather perhaps 
there never was but one perfon of that name, and the Greeks 
may have given it to the firft phyfician among them, in order 
that pofterity might imagine him to.have been a native of Greece,. 
and that the honour of the firft invention of the fcience might by 
that means be transferred from Heypt to their own country ; an 
henour which the Greeks were very jealous of arrogating to. 
_ themfelves, and which may be the reafon why we find thar the 
technical terms of almoft all the arts and {ciences, even at this 
day, are compounded of words derived from theit language. The 
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_ Egyptian JEscULAPIUS, and: the other! firft inventors’ of tndi« 
eine, are fuppofed tovhave lived about the’ time of the deluge, 
which is faid to have: happened near the middle of the feventeenth 
_ century froin. the creation of the-world. From Egypt, however, 
- Phyfic and Surgery travelled with the other arts and fciences into 
Greece. ‘CHironiof : ‘Theffalia, : the Centaur, as he is called, 
who is reputed to have been the inveritor of the healing art, lived 


about the time of the Argonautic expedition. He is faid to have 


been well fkillediin the knowledge of plants,’ particularly fuch as 


_ were proper for wounds, ‘and inveterate ulcers, which are faid to — 


have beenicalled Chironian ulcers from him. : The Grecian’ FES- 
- CULAPLUS was oné of Cu1Ron’s difciples, and of him it is re- 
ported by -his countrymen. that he was prefent at the Argonautic 
cepeditians a~which took place about 1100. years after the deluge. » 

+> Fromvall we can learn concerning 'this JEscuuarivus, It 18 
“moft probable that his knowledge confifted chiefly in Surgery, as 
we have given our reafons for fuppofing that the moft ancient 


branch of medicine * ; and indeed the moft confiderable’ of his — 


’ eures Upon'xecord, and that which gained him the reputation of 


bringing the dead to life, was of a:furgical nature, fince it was 


performed upon HrpPpotytus, whofe limbs. had meen) torn’ and ” 


broken to pieces by horfes. 

From this fhort account we may obferve, that the ister) of 
Surgery: i inthofe early periods is fo uncertain, and fo blended with 
the fabulous fyftem of pagan mythology, that we can frame very 
little dependence upon its truth and authenticity. 


Macuaon, and Popatirivs, two fons of Ziscunabrus, 


~ according to the ehimoay of Homer, were in the Grecian 


army at the Trojan war.” ‘The accounts we have of them relate 
entirely to furgery, as they are faid to have affifted thofe who ~ 


‘were wounded in battle. Macuaon was killed at the fiege of 
Troy: PopALirivs returning from that fiege, was caft by a 
Rie upon the coaft of Caria, where. being introduced to king 
Damztus, whofe daughter had fallen from the top of a houfe, 
he bled her in both arms, after which fhe recovered. This 
is- the firft inftance of bleeding, as before alluded to, and the 
‘anecdote is recorded by STEPHANUS BYZANTIUS i in his or 
phical lexicon under the word fyrma. 


Mott of the ancient heroes indeed are fuppofed to side under- 


- ftood the art of Surgery ; for, being much engaged in war, they 
' would. naturally be induced to endeavour to repair the injuries 
they were expofed to. ACHILLEs | is faid to have found out the 
ufe of verdigreafe, and is on that account painted f{craping the 


_verdigreafe from the point of his lance, upon the wound of 


* Cexsvs and Pliny were both of this opinion, = © 5 z 
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_ TrLerivus; and Eurrpizes being wounded, is'reprefented’ by® 


HoMER as defiring Parroc us, the friend of ACHILLES; to’. 


prevail upon him to. communicate fome of the excellent remedies’ 


- 


that hero had‘learnt from*CHIRON. 2s ie rope ea 

. From the end of the Trojan to the beginning of the Pelopon=" 
nefian war, a {pace of about+eight hundred years, ‘there isa” ‘) 
great vacuity in the hiftory of‘our art; yet in this interval lived® 
many philofophers, among whom were THALeEs, EMPEDOCLES,” 
PyrHacoras, HERacLitus, and Democritus. The phi-* 
lofophers of thofe days were all phyficians and furgeons ; for the® 
{ciences of philofophy and medicine were then blended, and by no“ 
means .confidered as diftinct acquifitions. | Wevhave no other’ 
accounts of their medical knowledge: but fuch as.are traditional,’ 
or tranfmitted to us in the writings of HiPPOCRATES, ‘CELSUS, 
and others. : fk ia bya > TOR taps gor 

. About the-end of the thirty-fifth century, near thirty years ‘be-. 
fore the breaking out of the Peloponnefian war, HIPPocRATES? ! 
was born in the ifland of Cos: he was a defcendant of the Ajcle-> 
piadean family, according to his own account. - Medicine:and 
Philofophy were firft diftinguifhedy and treated’ of as’ feparate'! 
{ciences, by this accurate writer. He is the moft: ancient ‘phy-"' 
fician of any whofe writings ‘have been tranfmitted to‘us ; and 
there can be no doubt of his having been a {kilful, practitioner * ' 
in fargery. “One of his aphorifms points out “the particular ute’: 
and end of ‘this art. It fays, that diforders which medicine will not: 
cure muf? be referred to the knife ; if the knife is unfuccefsful, ‘caua"’ 
tery muff be applied; and if cautery fails, they are to be deemed N= 
curable. His chirurgical: writings are particularly, one book: 
upon wounds, another upon ulcers), a third on fiftulas, a fourth - 
on fraGtures, and a fifth on the articulations, iin which the doc-° 
frine of diflocations is included, Mott of his aphorifms, may be 


confidered as fo many axioms in phytic or furgery, which have 


ftood uncontroverted to this day. ‘There are feveral furgical ‘re- » 
marks among them we fhall here quote one, which may ferve 
to prove that he was as accurate an-obferver in furgery as he:was 


* in phyfic. It. eftablifhes a rule; admitted ever fince, by which 
we may judge whether pus is already colleéted in any part of the: 


body where we have reafon to fufpect its exiftence. “The words. _ 
of the aphorifm literally tranflated are, that while the generatun: 


‘* From the internal evidence exhibited in his Aphorifms, it is to be pre- 
fumed: that HippocrareEs derived almoft all his medical knowledge from 
his own obfervation and practice, There are no traits of a compiler, and. 


if any medical writings exifted before his in Greece, he appears to have 


made no ufe.of them farther than was confirmed by his own experiences 
Thefe circumftances, if true, render the writings of HiprpocrRaTes inva.’ 
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of pusis going ons pain and fever aremore violint thaw after it t# 


foamed. | Vhis‘rule ftrictly attended to, may be of great fervice 


in indicating the proper time for the opening of abfcefies, efpes 
cially fuch as are deep feated, and where we with to let out the: 


matter as foon as we can be affured, from any figns; that it is 
agtually collected. In’ general the operations practifed by Hup~ 


POGRATES confifted in the opening of abfceffesy the paracens 


tefis of the thorax as well as that of the abdomen, the trepany 


and {eatifications.. He has many excellent remarks on ulcers 


and wounds, and particularly fome obfervations on the lattery 
very ufeful in infiructing young Surgeons to be cautious. in their 


treatment and prognoftics of all wounds, particularly of the heady 


however {mall or inconfiderable they may appear. 1 Garnea 
Vhis gieat:matter of the art, for reafons known only to him+ 
felf, did‘not choofe to perform the operation of lithotomy though: 
it.appears to have been generally practifed in his times ltascevie 
dent: indeed from his writings that even in thofe days it was an 


\ 


Opération configned to a diftinct fet of people; for in the Oath. 


which he required his pupils td. take, he makes them fwear that 


they will not cut forthe frone, but leave that operation to pér= 


fons who made it their particular ftudy. and butinefs, putea aRpID 
We eannot difmifs the account.of this diviné old man, as: he 


is often ftyled; without fpeaking of the aétual cautery, an Operation 


fo much ufed by him, that there is fearcely any ehtonic diforder _ 


in-which ke Has not recommended it. One circumftarice under 
which hé ofed it, is very fingular: in his book “ De Afedtioni- 


bus,’ we learn; that, in the beginning of an afcites, he caute< | 


rized. the belly in eight places, near the region of the liver. 


‘When it is confidered how much: this practice: has been ade: 


vifed by alk the mof{t learned and judicious of the ancients, we 
carinot but conclude that, from frequent and numerous applicas. 


tions. of it npon the fame patient, in many obftinate ehrofiie 
cafes, they mutt. have: experienced advantages unknown. to. the 
modeins.: Perhaps therefore we have littl reafon to pride our- 
felves upon the entire abolition of this reputed barbarous, cuftome 


Neither dées it appear to have been attendéd with fo much pam: 


as.wé are apt to. imagine. M. PouTreav, an ingentous turgeom 
of Lyons, in his furgical effays, has revived the ufe of it m fore. 
cafes. with good fuccefs 5: and from the inflanees he produces, we 
may conclude that the pain attending the. operation 1s very fup- 
portable.- So zealous was he indeed for, the improvement of 
the art, that he has frequently tried the. application of 1 upon 
himfelf: and after his death, his body is faid to have been found: 
covered with various fcars, as glorious fureto a man in the ac- 
quifition of ufeful fcience, as thofe which others can boafk of in 


the purfuit of military fame. If, however, it is even probable 
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that cures, which have Bafed all other means: may bé effected 
by this, it deférves at jeaft our ferious confideration. . 
Th thé interval of-titne, Between, HrpPocraTeEs and CeLsus; 
many profeffors of Surgery appeared, as we find by the teftimony 
of the latter aiid alfo of GALEN, as well as of feveral hiftomians. 
"Though fearcély any of their works are handed down to us, yet 
We fliall here take notice of a few of them, and relate fome 
aviecdotes tpon record, both to give an.idea of the perfons. who 
profeffed the art, aud of the ftate’ of Surgery in thofe ancient 
tines: Us 1% : 
"+ About thirty-three years after HipPocRATEs, lived CrESsIAs; 
who was alfo of the fame family. He is faid to have been taken 
ptifoner in a battle between Cyrus the younger aud his-brother — 
ARTAXERXES Mnemon; in the year 401 before Chrift.. He 
dured Cyrus of a woundehe had received in the fight, and after~ 
waids’ remained with thab monarch; and continued exercifing his 
ait for feveniteen yearss Ts 

- Dronysivs the tyrant of Syracufe, as we are told by ALL1- 
Aw, alfo underftood Sargery, and performed feveral operations 


~“Himfelf. 


/ 


 Crifosutus lived much at the fame time as Dionysius) 
He was attached to the court of Puriip king of Macedony and 
extraéted very happily from that monarch’s.eye.an arrow with’ 
which he had been wountled: He conducted the cure: fo well 
that PHinip was not dishgured by the accident, hb sists oie 
Diocres of Caryftia was the firlt who enjoyed any confider- 
able degree of reputation after HIPPOCRATES. The Athénians’ 
ufed to call him the fecond HipPocRATEs, and, according to 
GALEN, he made confiderable progrefs in the healing art. He 
flourifhed 130 years after HiPPoCRATES} about 380 years. be« 
fore the Mefiah, under thé réign of ANTIGoNUS king of Afia. 
His praétice was neatly the farhe as that. of HipPoCRATES. | 
He invented 4n inftrument for extracting the point of an arrow. 
when left flicking in a wound, This inftrument was full called 
Diwiles, in the time of Cevsvus. He alfo invented fome band- 
ages for the head, which we are told by Garey; in his book 

“ De Faftiis,” likewife bore his name, . eee ( 
PRAXAGORA’S was thé firft in reputation after HrppocRATES 
aiid DiocrEs. Hé was alfo born in the ifland of Cos; and was 
the laft of the Afélepiadean race. He was.a famous practitioner 

in Su¥gery. Inthe difeafe which he éalled the Zeus, if thefymp- - 
toms did not remit after the patient had been made to {wallow a 
leaden bullet; as practifed ‘by HipPpocRATeEs, he boldly made 
an incifion into the cavity of the belly, to extract the feces, and 
afterwards fewed up thé inteftine. Sap hg ERR INTE 
About this period, that is to fay, in the time of ERASISTRA-_ 

| | b 4 | 
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Tus and Henopuinus, as we are’ tnfoenied by CELsus,. Mew. 

- dicine was divided into three branches, the Dietetic, which was 
‘the province of the my heian;: the Pbanemacentits and ‘the, Sur- 

ical, | atin} 

on Ee ukoleonwk was’ ne at jualin in thé: anal of Peony: or 
Cea, and not at Cos, as fome have imagined, He lived near the 
end of the thirty -feventh: century of the’ creation of the world, 
‘The only fragments of his works are found in GALEN; whence 
it appears, that he was: adventurous in furgical operations.) In a 
{chirrus of the- liver, or in tumours of that vifcus, he ufed to 
make an incifion into the: eer ok and: apply. his: remedies: to the 
vifcus itlelf%y sisi "8 

-HeRopwiius was born at Carthage... Aabotine to Gang, 
bd lived about the beginning of the thirty-eighth century, under. 

_ the reign of. Protomy Sorer. Sextus Empraicus relates, 
of him, that being called to reduce the diflocated fhoulder of the 
_ philofopher Droporus, who afferted that there was,no-fuch 
thing as motion, and: pretended to prove it by a. fophifm, HizRo- 
PHILUS argued with:him thus: The bone of your arm has 
«« moved either in the place where it was, or in the place where 
“it was not; now, according .to your pr inetplen it cannot have - 
‘moved either in.one or ‘the other of thefe places, therefore it’ 
“has not: moved at. all.”?,. DropoRus: perceiving» that HE-. 
ROPHILUS was merry at his expence, begged of him to. quit, his 
logic: and fophiftry, and make hafte to relieve him. TJhisds.an- 
- anecdote which proves Wisse a doubt that HERoPpHILUS ‘prac- 
tifed Surgery. : See an 
- « About this time, ‘ufnenene a soa Surgeon, focsithen, 
ab) Alexandria. He was furnamed’ LirHotomus, becaufe he 
was the firft who ventured to cut, or break in the bladder, fuch® 
{tones as were toolarge to be extraéted without dangers * |: 

Inthe thirty-feventhicentury, AscLBPIADES was bora at, Prus: 
fess a city of Bithynia, under the reigns of ATTALUS and Eu- 
MENES, kings of Pergamus. - He pracufed Surgery, as appears, 
from -his:writings, which abound-in remarks upon topical ap: 
plications. In a quinfey he opened the veins,of.the arms, of the, 
‘tongue, of the forehead, or even of the angles of the eyes, and. 
alfo cupped and fear ified: as we learn from PUY TARCH. He 

alfo performed. Tricheotomy, and ufed the Paracentefis., of the 
abdomen in an Afcites ; but directed that the opening fhould be 
made, specate dinghy {mall, His ina may: be known, mae 


* Is it not more. Ree that the ei Gebis in rithefe. ie was toni oko 
the difeafed.part only after fuch.adhefion had taken place, as to, preclude 
all communication with the cavity of the abdomen : ® Ta cafes of this ae 


the megane che no firangers. 
oe 
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fully by confulting Census, and Cogrrus AURELIANUS?. 
‘The fragments that remain of this writer are to be found in, 
f2TIUs AMYDENUS,, — | Rar ea ON A Ee 
Cassius was contemporary with the firft {cholars of AscLE- 
PIADES. ‘The works which are extant of his, befpeak him well, - 
verfed in anatomy. “There is, however, but.one that particularly. « 
relates to Surgery; entitled “ De Animalibus .Quaefiiones medici- 
nales.’ Several of thefe queftions are chirurgical. Two. of) 
- them, with his anfwers, will ferve to.fhew. as much the author’s , 
ingenuity, as his anatomical knowledge, and they are fuch as one. 
would fcarcely expe& to meet with at fo eatly a,period. 
One of thete queftions is, why circular ulcers are more, difficult. 
of healing, than others. Cassius, after having related and re-,,’ 
futed the opinion of AscLEPIADES upon this fubject, propofes’ 
his own thus: the cicatrix of round ulcers is long in forming, , 
becaufe in thefe the found parts are all equally diftant from each 
. other, and on this account have more. difficulty in coming to-,, 
gether; whereas, in ulcers which have angles, the found parts, 
and the {kin by which the cicatrix muft begin, being nearer to, | 
each other (cfpecially towards the extremity of the angles), the, 
cicatrix is therefore more eafily formed, and the edges of the,, 
ulcer which are moft contiguous join with greater facility. : 
The other queftion that remains to be mentioned, is, how does - 
it happen that in wounds of the head, when the meninges of the. 
brain are injured on the right fide,-the left becomes paralytic, and 
vice verfa? .Cass1tus anfwers, that the reafon of this is, becanfe 
the nerves whofe origin is in the bafis of the brain, decuffate, or 
ctofs each other, fo that thofe which arife from the right fide of 
this bafis pafs to the left, and thofe which {pring trom the left, go. 
to the oppofite fide. cal asi 
“ARET#ZuS was a native of Cappadocia, from whence he was. 
-furnamed Cappapox, by way- of .diftinguifhing him . from , 
another ARET Us who was of Corinth: he lived in the time of 
STRABO, and Grecory NAzIiaNnzEN, and under the empire 
of Aucustus Casar*, He was a man of great celebrity in 
is day, and is as much efteemed for the elegance and precifion of. ° 
his ftyle, as.for the foundnefs of his judgment. He was the firft 
who introduced the ufe of bliftering with cantharides; and prac-.. 
-_tifed bleeding nearly as Hippocrates did. In violent. pains of 
the head, he opened the veins of the forehead, and fometimes 
drew blood from the veffels in the infide of the nofe. For this 


#6 TA, this chronological point we proceed on the. authority ‘of M. le 
Cierc; but Dr. Frernp afferts, and apparently on good grounds, that it © 
is a palpable miftake—See his Hiffory of Phy/ficy vol. I. page 6. 
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purpofé hé uféd Certain infttuments, one of which’ he calléd 
Catetadion, and the other Storyma. When thefe were not at 
hand, he ufed a goofe-quill, the end of which he cut into the- 
form of the feeth of afaw. ‘This he introduéed into the nofe, 
neat thé ethmoid bone, and by moving the quill about with his 
two Wands; he made the blood’to' flow. 
AS ARET#US lived in the beginning of the fortieth century of - 
the world, which is the daté of he birth of Curist, the fecond 
part of this hiftofy, computing fiom the Chiiftiaid eta; nécef- 
farily begins with him. ti i NSS eee 
The precifé timé in which Cokwerius Cersv's flourithed is 
not abfolutely afcertained. Tt is moft probable, however, that he 
“was Bétn iff the reign of Aucustus, and wrote in that of 
-. Trt®rivs C#sar. He is particularly remarkable for thé — 
. elegatite of his ftyle ; artd indeed we need mot be firprifed at this, — 
fincé he lived at a time when the Latin langtagé was jaft brought — 
to its higheft desréé of péffeCion, se Ab ahaa hg Mee 
_ ‘His! fevétth and éightl’ books treat wholly of chiturgiéal 
matters.” Ttappears that he confined the practice of Surgery to” 
thofe cafes where the Surgéon himfelf made thé wound, fot 
whéie'Re found it ready made ; fo that all’ulcers and other com= 
plaints mot requiting manual operdtion he referred to thé’ Phy- 
fiéian. He feems to have added very little, om this fubject, ‘to - 
“what is found in Hippocrates, from’ whom hé copies many : 
fenténcés verbatim. The chief improvements we find in’ him, 
até a clapter on tNe operation called Gafroraphy, or the futute of 
the’ belly’; to which thar of the intéftine, or Byr:popa@y, is added. 
He ig thé Are writer Who Advifés. perforating thé Bonés’ with 
fevéral fmall! holes inv cafes of caties, 2 praétice mentioned ‘alfo By 
BrEtioste. His defcription of Gaftroraphy is acéuraté, and the” 
diré&tions for performing if néarly thé fame as the roles laid down 
- by thé béf? modern authors.’ oe ey 
 CBisv’s is'alfo' the firtt who moticés Mat thé veflelg Of the brain 
may bé ruptured, without the cranium! being fradfored. For thé” 
Jiftila i? dno, We mentions thé fare’ ethod of curé as that which 
was fomé years ago ptopofed by M. FouBERT, and fince very comm- 
monly pra“tifed'in France ; éxéept that CEisus advifes a linea’ 
thréady inftead of a léadén fillet, which is ufed by thé moderns. — 
This method Confits in pafing a thread or piece of lead int thé | 
external opening, up thé finus, then’ bringing it out by the 
reGtimis and afterwards dfawine ir tivhter every day by dé" 
grees, till the whole of the fiftulous finus is cut through. ‘This 
method ‘of cure may certainly be ufed with advantage’ in a fimplé 
ftate or the diforder, and watt péerféns-t60 timorous to fubmit to’ 


6 


f > 


fo" IePRODUCTION: os 


the knife*.. He alfo defctibes the operation of lithctomy, after’ 
thac manver which is now called “pparaius minor, or cutting 
upon the gripe; Mr. Heist ER however is very much miftaken, 
when he obferves, that CHESELDEN and Moranp’s method of 
cutting are no more than an improvement of this author. Census 


direéts that the operation fhould not be performed ‘on children” 


under nine, or above fourteen years old. He writes, though 
very unintelligibly, upon the radical cure of the HYDROCELE OF 
THE TUNICA VAGINALIS, by the €xdifion of the cyszy and 
gives. a very confufed account of the operation for the Bu- 
BONOCELE. | i 

It will be as well if we pafs over the time between Crrsus 
and GALEN, a fpace of about’ one hundred and fifty years, 


 becaufe it is a period in which we meet with nothing intereiting 


enough to deferve repetitions. bi a gia ( 5 
Ciaupius GALEN of ‘Pergamus, a city of Afia, famious im 
many refpects, and particularly for its having a temple, dedicated — 
to AiscULAPIUS, was born near the middle of the fecond century 
after Curist, under the feign of the Emperor ADRIAN, and 
flourifhed under the Emperors ANrontnus, Marcus Av= 
RELIUS, ComMonUvUS, and Severus. He wasa very laborious 
man, andthe moft accurate anatomift thar had yet appeared in 
the profefiion. He certainly practifed Surgery himielf, @nd 
underftood it as well. as Phyfic, for he had acquired great fkill m: 
wounds of the nerves, and had a method of treating them uns 
known before. He. tried it with fuccefs upon fome gladiators 

which the high prieft of Péergamus had committed to his Gare. 
He eftablifhed two generaiprinciples of Surgery, which he con 
fideréd as the bafis of this’ art, namely, réunion, otherwife called 
Jynthefis, and diviion; called drarefis. In violent blows, or 
traétures of the cranium, he advifes the trepan; and though he 
confeffes he never performed it himfelf, yet he thinks it ufefulj — 
provided the Surgeon takes care not to touch the dura mater, 
which he thinks might deftroy the patient. And yet this caution 
is totally inconfiftent with an obfervation we find in his» book 
“* De ufu partium,’ where he {peaks of a wound of the brain that: 
had penetrated as far as the ventricle, with lofs of fubftance, which‘ 
however the patient furvived. In his treatife on luxations and frac- 
tures we find many excellent precepts, which fome of the moderns’ 


_*; This method was fubfequently practifed,. and ftrongly recommended 
by Prortssor Camper, who it feems conttantly employed it in the cure 
fe) Bae fituation in life would not allow of leifure to be cured by 
cu ting ; but by his own’ confefiron, very great and uniform inconvenience © 
atténds. this mode, arifing from the conftant irritation to which the in- 
teftine is expofed from the ligature, and by which, in moft initances, a 
very painful prolapfus is occafioned» | ye 
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have fhamefully pillaged, without aféribing the honour of them te! 
him. Jn violent head-aches he applied ‘leéches, and ufed cupping}? 
_ and {earifications ; furgical helps, which, notwithftanding the’ tefti’ 
mony of this great man, are ftill too much néslected, to-the prew” 
jodice of the art. ° Itimift' be: owned however, that his chirurgical- | 
works.are chiefly explanations of, and commentaries on, ‘ thefe%of 
‘ | Hippocrates. 0! : oo lubt ayode top: a iaammbatey 
“In the fourth century lived a Phyfician of great erudition) and’. 
amiable manners, named Or1Bastus.' 'He had been ‘Confidered” 
by many a mere compiler;.and M. le:Cuere thinks’ that’ what) 
he has left us upon Surgery, is entirely copied from GaLew and! 
#T1us. ‘In this particular he’certainly’is miftaken; for though 
the’affertion may be true infome refpedcts, yet it is far. from’ being® 
fo entirely. Tius indeed,: according to Dr. Frrewp; ‘was* 
pofterior to ORIBASIUS, and therefore the latter ‘could not have” 
copiedsfrom him, by yio4 PL AO! VE ay hs OS OR Di 
_ He is very full upon the advantages of fcarifications in many 
_diforders, and fays he has practifed them with ‘great fuccefs in! 
fuppreffions of the menfes, inflammation of ‘the: eyes, and diffi: 
culty of breathing. The {carifications ufed by Ori Basius were! 
different from thofe praétifed in cupping. ‘The latter were’ only” 
invufe among the Arabian’Phyficians, whereas ‘it iappéars ‘from: 
feveral’ paffages in GALEN, that the aricients praétifed only the? 
former. hele fcarifications confifted in making deep incifions! 
ino the.fkin. The Egyptians, as we ‘before abferyed from” 
Prosper ALpinus, ufe them to this day. ‘They were ‘pers’ 
formed:in the following manne: a ‘ligature’ was firft placed’ 
below the ham, and pulled to to a certain tightnefs. » This ebeing ~~ 
done, theleg was then rubbed, and immerfedin warm water. 'When * 
it bad yemained there for fome time, it was taken out, to be\, 
beaten with a ftick ull ic {welled ; and in this ftate the fearificas- 
tions were made. as be RIO PROG ge art aA ART 
The feventh book of Or1Bastus’s) collection is entirely ony ” 
furgical matters; namely, bleeding, cupping, the application’ of: 
Jeeches, and efcharotics. He has alfo given an ample defcription ' 
- of feveral inftruments of Surgery, and in particular of a machine® 
for reducing luxations, which continued in ufe.a long time. We) 
are indebted to him for throwing much light upon different points: 
_ of Anatomy: and Surgery in GaLeNn, which without his explas’ 
| mation would have been unintelligible. ; 
’ Towards the end of the ji/th century, ‘and the beginning of the 
fixth, lived ZE-r1us, of Amida, in Mefopotamia, ~His works’ 
eh abound in ufeful obfervations relative to Surgery, which, hows) 
ever, are not ranged under diftinG@: heads, , but thinly, feattered, 
among a variety of other matter: the reader will not find -his 
tyme mif-{pent in picking them out. His method of treating” 
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“the Abbafared i6 laid’down with formuch propriety, that it ts & 
“matter of furprife the practice has not been invariably followed. 
‘ever ince. It ditects us to make an incifion on the internal part, 
of the leg, at the diftance of four fingers’ breadth from the encle, 
‘early in the place where bleeding 1s now ufually’ performed in 
the foot. This opening, he fays, is not attended “with any in 
flammation; itis a fort of fpout through which nature difcharges 

» herfelf; and he thas known the diforder cured by this method, 
“without the ufe of intertal medicines. He recommends both — 
actual and potential cautery; and in paralytic complaints, he applied 
them to the nape of the neck, and top of, the head, and pro= - 
portioned their number to the violence of the affection. — 
He confidered the cautery as the only relief one could afford - 
in an inveterate afthma. In this cafe he applied many ; one on . 
the articulation of the clavicle with the fternum; two in the 
courfe of the carotid artery near the lower jaw; two under the 
breafts between the third and fourth ribs; two more on the back, 
in the fpace between the fifth and fisth ribs; one upon the 
xiphoid cartilage ; two between the eighth and ninth ribs on each 
fide ; and three more in the back; one in the middle of the {pinal 
column, the other two-a litle below the former, and upon the 
fpinal proceffes of the vertebra. mis sia SAS 
Tn an excellent treatife he has left us on the bite of mad animals 
hé recommends keeping the wound open for fixty days. The 
ufe of fetons was alfo known to him, a circumftance ‘worthy to ' 
be mentioned, becaufe the knowledge of them has been fixed, by 
others, pofterior to his tjme. ch NS 
LeownipAs practifed: Surgery at Alexandria, about the end of 
the fourth, and the beginning of the fifth century. . He affirms, 
that by fcarifications in the legs, arms, thighs, and ferotum, of 
- perfons afflicted with the anafarca, he has evacuated not only the 
_ water im the cellular membrane, but that contained in the cavity 

. ofthe belly alfo ; and in the Empyema he recommends the thorax to 
‘be opened by actual cautery.. He is the firft who mentions thofe 
~ ‘worms which, forming under the {kin, fometimes occafion fup- 

puration, and ares tobe extraéted by rolling them gradually 
round a fticks in doing: which, great care muf{t be taken not to 
break them. ‘This worm is very frequent on the. Coatt of 
Guinea, along the Perfian Gulph,:and in Tartary. KEMPFER 
alfo, in his Ameenitates exotice, obferves, that this difeafe is moft 
‘prevalent in hot countries, and defcribes particularly the method 
of extracting thefe worms.—-There are only fragments of this 
author extant,?.and thefe ‘are to be found in the works of » 
he. cee Ns yg AE load at eu Ry : 
~~ Procopius, who lived in the /ixth century, under the reign of 
_  jusTINIAN, was a phyfician and furgeon, as well as an hif- 
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torian., It is from,the accounts we meet with in his Hiftory of © 


the Wars of the Romans with different nations, that we colie& 


the knowledge he had in Surgery. Speaking of the wound 
which defiroyed ARTABAsES king of Perfia, he declares, in 
exprefs terms, that the carotid artery was wounded, and that the 


~ hemorrhage could not be {topped. 


‘The emperor TRajaw being wounded above the right eye, 
the end of the aow was entirely buried in the parts without , 
giving any pain. PRocopryus acknowledges ingenuonfly that he 
Knew not what courfe the infirament had taken; but acquaints 

us that it came out five years after, and that the emperor was 


‘perfectly cured. | Ta Py tes ale Aes 

| This weiter alfo gives a yery circumftantial account of a wound 
an the face, which the king of the Goths received from an arrow, 

‘Fhe furgeons were not determined upon, the plan: they had o 

puriue. The appreheufion of affeéting the patient’s eye, of 
iritating the. parts by an operation, and thereby increating the 
difeafe, prevented them from extraéting the end of the arrow re- 

maining in the wound. One of the furgeons, however, bolder 
than the reft, having undertaken to. do it, made a preffure upon 

the king’s eye, who cried out violently, and complained of acute. 

pain. “The furgeon, from this cireumflanee, foretold the eure, — 
and accordingly making an incifien through the fkin and mufcles, 
{peedily, and without accident. sete 

_ But the mott remarkable writer in our profeffion after GALEN, 


was Pautus AtctinetTa. Authors. differ much about the time © 


he extragted the foreign body; after which. the wound healed 


‘an which he lived. We (hall however place him, with Dr. 


FREIND, in the feventh century. ‘Though he was a great com- 


“pilery. yet infeveral particulars, e/pecially fuch as belong to Surgery, — 


it appears: that he was an original writer. Many have fpoken of — 
him with contempt; but it is evident, from: the inannmer in earls 
he writes upon the operations, that he muft have performed the 
dumfelf,, His, works, in faét, abound in furgical improvements, 
and every circumitance in them relative to this arty is: in general | 
treated: with more copioufnefs and. precifion than. wer find in 
CreLsus, GaLpn, or any; preceding writers, fo thee Ke is ver 


¥ injudiciouily ftyled Simia Galeni. 1n fhort, PAULUS ASGINETA 


is one of thole unfortunate perfons: to whem pofterity has by na. 
| E mete 


- means done the juftice he deferved, . : 


Be this as it may, however, his: treatife defervés to be looked ° 
upon as: the moft complete body of Suxgery publifhed before the 
reftoration of learning. He is: much more full and aceurate than 
CELsus upon feveral articles; and with regard to lithotomy. in 
particular, he docs not forbid. the praétice. of it. in a more’ ads 
vanced age than the former allowed of. He.xecommended alfo, 
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- that the incifion fhould not be made in the middle of the Peri- 
naym, but rather obliquely on the left fide, which is near the 
; pe e where we now begin our incifion inthe lateral method. 
The fracture of the patella is firft mentioned by him; though he 
{peaks of it as happening but feldom. wd sn inga 
He is much more circumitantial than CELsus in deferibing 

the feveral forts of Hetniz, and much more accurate and clearin 
the detail of the operation. His account of Ancurifms.is new © 
and interefting, and his method of performing the operation the 
fame as the modern, His method of treating wounds and 
abiceffes is more fimple and rational than any yet given. 
profcribed that multitude of plaflers that obftruct the operations 
of nature, by whofe power alone he was fenlible that {uppuration 
and the healing of wounds was effeGted.. He advifes the opening 
of the jugulars and the arteries behind the ears, againft. the 
opinion of Czxsus; and is alfo the firlt who {peaks of extirpat- 
ing cancerous Mammz. From thefe various improvements in 
the art, it is eyident that this excellent author deferves more ate! 
tention than has hitherto been paid to him. 


£ 


The laft thing material to be, obférved of him, is, that he 
recommends Bronchotomy, or the opening of the Trachea, in a 
violent Quinfey; and he is the firft writer in whom we meet. 
with a defcription of this operation, which has certainly been 
too much neglected by his fucceffors. He has judicioufly re~ 
marked after ANTY¥LLUs; as he declares that this operation is 
ufelefs in the Quinfey which affects the mufcles of the larynx, 
the membrane lining the internal furface of the trachea, and even 
the lungs, and can only be ferviceable in the, fwelling: of the 
tonfils, when the trachea is not injured. ent 

_ After this time, Europe being overrun by the Saracens, a 
barbarous and ignorant people, the whole learned: world: was 
thrown into confufion, and Phyfic, and Surgery. fhared. the 
fame fate asthe other feiences. But in the tenth and eleventh 
centuries the Arabs began, by their affiduity and application, to — 
reftore them to their priftine ftate. About this time flourifhed - 
Mersusz, Serapion, Harty ABBAs, RHAsEs, AVICENNA, 
Avenzoar, ALBuCAsis, and others. ‘aati 

MeEsu£ is one of the moft ancient of the Arabs.. There are — 
feveral furgical diforders treated of in his works, which, though 
they are publifhed in his name, do. not appear to belong to. him; 
fince Ruases, who liyed a confiderable time after, is trequently 
quoted in them. He. propofes a fingular method of extracting . 
the polypus that doth not come out of the nofe nor appear in the 
pofterior noftrils. It is, to take two, or three horfe-hairs, and 
twifting them.in the. manner of. a thread, to.make two. or three 
nots in them: one of the ends of this. thread is then to be intro- 


* 
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-duéed ‘into the nofttils by‘ tméans’ of a’ leaden probe, with an éye 
_»to it, and is to be brought out by the mouth. This being done, — 
we are to take hold of the two extremities of the thread, and to 
‘move them'backwatds and forwards till’ the root of the polypus- 
be. cut through., : | eae PSDs, (ook et 
. ‘ABUBEKER ManoMMenp, who lived in the tenth and 
eleventh centuriés, and who obtained the name of Raases, from 
‘the town in which he was born, was a phyfician of much learning 
and genius, His thirft after knowledge induced him to vifit foreign 
_ Countries, and it is upon this occafion that the following fingular — 
ftory: is told of him. As*he was paffing through one of the 
“‘ftreets of Cordova ih Spain, he faw a great crowd .affembled, and 
ftopping to know the caufe of it, was told that a.man had juft 
_.expired fuddenly.  Curiofity prompted him to draw near, and 
after having. examined the body with attention, he ordered a_ 
‘bundle. of rods to be brought to him, which he diftributed to the 
byftanders, keeping one for himfelf.. Then defiring them to do 
~as hedid, he began to flog the motionlefs body on all parts, and 
chiefly on the foles of the feet.. This extraordinary proceeding 
, made him at firft to be looked upon as a madman; till in the 
fpace of a quarter of an hour the dead man began to move, and 
‘was foon after perfectly reftored to life, amid{t the acclamations 
of the multitude; who thought it a miracle. » tte Sian ay 
\. Though with regard to Surgery RuasEs may be confidered 
In many refpedts as a mere compiler, yet it muft be acknowledged 
' that there are many things peculiar to him in this branch; for 
imftance, he is the firft writer who has given a defcription of the 
(4 Spina ventofa, which he defines to be a corruption of the bone 
with fwelling, and extenfion. This definition is very juft, for 
we: know that this dreadful difeafe begins-in the cavity. of the 
‘bone, that the medulla is affected inthe firft inftance, and that 
the difeafe is-afterwards communicated to the feveral layers of the 
-. bone, which are feparated, extended, grow carious, itritate the 
_ periofteum that covers them, and. occafion great pain. The 
author diftinguifhes the /pima ventofa from what is commonly 
called. pedarthrocace, though moft modern writers have con-~ 
founded them: the following are the differences he eftablithes. 
(The pedarthrocace is a kind of tumor which only feizes upon 
the epiphyfes of the joints, and is almoft always unattended with 
pain. ' But the /pzma ventofa happens in all parts of the bone, and 
* particularly in the body of it, befides that pain never fails to 
accompany it. It is a difeafe moft frequent in infancy, though. 
often found in adults. Re A ta PAR: | 
The modus differs again, according to RHAsEs, both from the 
pina ventofa and the pedarthrocace. In the Node, he fays, the 
external layers of the bone are affected, and the tumor is forme 
aa 
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without, before the cavity be injured.’ With'regard to the treat= 
ment of the Node, Ruasxs advifes, after having opened the 
tumor, to remove with a cutting inftrument, oF to: deftroy: by 
actual cautery, all that part of the bone that is tainted. — i 
AvicENNA was born at Bochara, im the ptovince of Choraffan, 
in PERsrIA, and lived in the eleventh century. He was a mani of 
genius and early ftudy. Though his Surgery is almoft entirely 
extracted from Gaten, RuaAses, and Haty ABBAS, yet he 
defcribes fome new operations, for inftance the amputation of the 
clitoris when too’ long. This operation fhould be pratifed 
with as much caution as that of the. penis, though it rarely proves 
to be indifpenfably neceflary. “The nymphs, in. venereal com~ 
plaints, indeed, fometimes grow.to an enormous fize, and though 
cautiouily extirpated, frequently rife up again, and occupy the 
entrance of the vagina, fometimes with, fometimes without ul¢era- 
tion. This is a complaint which, indeéd, in’ fome' few inftances; 
has baffled. all attempts to relieve. vu 
_Avenzoar lived after Avicenna, perhaps’ about the middle 
of the eleventh century. He’is the firft writer who has fpoken of 
the abfee/s of the mediastinum. "This complaint, fays AVENZO-AR, 
manifefts itfelf by a conftant and hard cough, followed by a diftend- 
ing kind of pain, which is felt along the forepart of the breaft; the 
breathing is flow, confined, and frequent, an acute fever rages, the 
patient complains of burning thirft, and his: pulfe is hard» and 
unequal: fhiverings, the ufual attendants of alP fupptrations, 
alfo take place in this. The operation propofed ‘for the relief of 
this diforder, is trepanning the fternum; a‘ practice Mentioned - 
by Dr. FReinpD in his Hiftory of Phyfic, as being, from his 
own knowledge, frequently fuccefsful; and fince confitmed by 
feveral praCticalobfervations in the Memoirs of the-Royal Acadeniy 
_ of Surgery at Paris. Thus it is that the ideas of great men are 
never entirely loft. Sooner or later fome laborious’ Inquiret 
‘refcues them from the oblivion into which they were fallen, and 
- applies them with judgment. | as 
‘Dr. Freinp fays, that AvENZOAR is the firft among the 
Arabs who menticas the operation of bronchotomy in the quinfey; 
but this is a miftake, fince wé find it previoufly recommended by 
Avicenna. But the chief‘ of the Arabians, particularly in - 
Surgery, is ALBUCAsrs, who lived in the eleventh, or perhaps 
an the twelfth century, «| | : 3 
Tul the time of ALzucasrs, Surgery had remained nearly | 
upon the fame footing as it was among the later Greeks, that is, 
as we have defcribed it in fpeaking of Pautus AELGINE Ta): 
But AvBucasis improved, and brought this art to a much 
greater degree of perfection. It is worthy of remark, that the 
. actual cautery; fo much commended by Hiprocra’t Es; {till 
VOL, II. c : 


Wy 
7 


ee 


xviii IntkopyCnION, = > am 


maintained its reputation throughout fuch a long fucceflion of 
years, and. fuch varieties of revolutions, as ‘the {ciences have 
experienced. ; It, is recommended by all. the Arabs, and AnBu- 
cAsis himfelf is very jlavith, in itsypraife.. His Surgery is divided 
into three books, the firft of which is written exprefsly on 
cautery. Ee eee her wri. Oats ao ba. Bb Bad Sips LG a Bat 
His fecond book treats in a very fimple manner of all the opera- 
tions of Surgery made by tncition, which he reckons up to the 
number of ninety-feven.. He teems to have copied many things: 
from Pautus, though he mentions no other writers than Hip- 


POGRAT ES, andsGAULENs ya Sy fig og i ToRAGe of Ae 
In, his. eighty-fixth chapter he relates a, remarkable cafe, 
which, as it is the firlt of the kiad upon. record, deferves to be 
mentioned, It is of an, abfce/s in, the thigh, in which the os 
femoris. was carious, for the length of ten or twelve inches. In. 
the.courfe of the fuppuration the whole fubitance of the bone. 
gradually came away, and its place “was: fupplied by a callus of 
fo hard.and firm. a nature that the patient was afterwards able to 
walk very, well. [tis probable that if this cafe had been gene- — 
rally known, or properly attended/to, many limbs. which furgeons 
have amputated, might, have been faved™, ey ate 


’ é ” me) ih ra 


» Almott all matters relative to. Surgery are treated of in this: 
fecond. book. of ,ALBUCASIS, except luxations,’ which are the 
{ubjeét of the-third.,; 4: b.4. eh. ac Ls Rabati Me 
if is no. incarious circumflance, that in. tracing “the hiftory 
of our profeflion minutely, we-are able to correct many miftakes 
which have generally prevailed; to firip many perfons of the 
‘inventions that) have been afcribed to them; and reftore the 
honour. of many difcoveries to thofe whom they juitly belong to. 
It.is a fact generally received, that, till the ime of AMBROSE 
Parey, no othes. method. had been practifed to ftop the he- 
motrhage of arteries, except that of actual cautery; and that 
this great furgeon, firuck’ with the cruelty as well asthe pre~ 
carioufnefs of this method, invented. the ligature, . Nothing can 
be more falfe, and injurious to many perfons, than this aflertion. 
This honour does not certainly belong, to him, nor can we even 
allow him (as. we hall hereafter fee) that of having firft pro- _ 


* "The late Mr. Jufamond probably caught bis idea of the poffibility of 
-/a regeneration of. bone to the extent mentioned by AtBucasts, from the 
fuccefs of this cafe. ‘The trial he made of this at the Weftminfter 
-Hofpitaly when feveral inches of a difeated tibia were removed by an ~ 
operation, is well known, but the event was not fo fortunate aS was ex- 
‘pected, fince the callus thrown out from each extremity of the bone did 
not meet by a confiderable fpace. Confequently it became neceflary to 
fupply the want of a tibia by artificial: meaiis, which, however, in con- 
junétion with the fupport the fibula atforded, certainly, gave the patient 


no inconfiderable advantage over thofe cured by amputation. ~ 


$ 
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pofed the needle to facilitate the operation. In the time of ALBU- 
CAsIs, as we gather from the hiftory of his writings, there were 
four known ways of ftopping the flux of arterial blood, all praétifed 
with equal fuccefs. The firft was cautery; the fecond was the 
total divifion of the opened veffel, the extremity of which res 
tracting, diminifhed its diameter; the third was the ligature* ; 
and the fourth the- application of aftringents. ALBUCAsIS 
feems even to have been acquainted with the coagulum or plug, 
which, being formed at the orifice of the artery, ftops the he~ 
morrhage, and the exiftence of which M. PetTir among the 
moderns has firft demonftrated.. The following quotation may: 
enable the reader to judge. «© Quamprimum digitis fuis com- 
primat arterie orificium, et conftringat eam valde donec obfeffus fit 
Janguis, et digitus non removeatur effundatque celeriter aquam 
maxime frigidam, donec congeletur et ingroffetur fanguis.’  - : 
AuBucAsis diftinguifhes very properly the various treatment. 
neceflary for different abfceffes, according to their nature, or 
fituation; and very judicioutly advifes that fome fhould be opened 
before they come to maturity. ‘In thefe laft he includes fuch 
as happen near the joints, left the matter fhould corrode the _ 
ligaments. . | ia Hits ween 
_ He {peaks of the method of extracting any foreign body by a 
{fponge, faftened to a thread; and invented an inftrument for this. 
purpofe, which is engraved in his works. But as we have 
‘reftored to him the honour of a difcovery which he has been 
deprived of, we muft with equal juftice take from him one which he 
falfely afcribes to himfelf ; for when he {peaks of circurncifien as 
an operation of his own, he furely did not recolle@ the elegant 
defcription given of it by Pautus /McineTa, ‘nor what 
Cetsus had faid of it, in his chapter on the phymofis. He has 
however one other circumflance peculiar to himfelf; which is, 
that he is the firft who has given defcriptions of the inftruments 
proper for each operation, and taught the method of ufing them, 
In. the thirteenth century feveral furgeorls appeared in Italy ; 
RoGer or Parma, Jamerius, BruNNus, and THEQDORICGy 
but they were all fervile copiers of ALBUCASIS. 7 
GULIELMUs De SaticeTo, contemporary with THEo-| 
DORIC, is the moft original writer of all thefe ; for which reafon | 
his practice and writings deferve fome notice in this place. He 
was born at Placentia, and exercifed his profeffion at Veroria, 
where he died about’the year 1277. Convinced of the in- 
fufficiency of topical applications in many chirurgical diféafes, he 
made free ufe of the knife, and of Cautery, “in imitation of the 
Greeks and Arabians. AxBucasts is his chief model; but 


“ 


s * “ Ligetur arteria cum filo ligatione forti,”’ lib. r. cap. 57+ 
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although he copies tim in. feyeral places, -yet is {urget $08 t 
many things that. are peculiar to himfelf. Though he confidered 
the hydrocephalus, in general as an incurable’ diforder, yet. he 
mentions. an inftance Ue one, in the hofpital at Cremona, \ which 
was cured by. the efforts of nature alone ; and, of another. wl hich 
he. cured him! felf by applying the cautery once to the forehead, 
and twice to the occiput. 

Many good precepts are to be found in “his” ae HDs 


“wounds, and upon the treatment of them. He mentions fevera 


caufes that impede the re-union of wounds, and reduces them to 
the number of ten. _ Some of thofe are ingenioufly fuggefted, and 
he lays down the méthod of remedying each. 

“The fame writer likewife {peaks of the operation of Caltrans 
and as he fays nothing of tying the {permatic. cord, we may pre= 
fume he did not practife it: he only fewed up the fkin of the 
ferotum, Jedving an opening at the lower part as a drain. for the 
matter ; and {pt inkled the wound with aftringent powders, 

Tawa anes: who was born at A@/an in the thirteenth cen 


‘tury, ftudied. under SALICETO. Italy being then difturbed. by 


the factions of the Guelphs and Gibelines, thefe commotions _ 


- compelled him to leave his countr y> whence he retired to France, 


and fixed his refidence at firft at Lyons5 but in the year 1295 
He ‘Fepaired to. "Paris, ‘where, his” ee? had alteary gone 


: before’ ita i: ” 


“The work publithed by éhis writer is entitled. ‘Cie 
magna. et par va,’ printed at Venice, in folio, and at. four. difter- 
ent tumes. It confifts of five treatifes, divided into fections and. 
chapters. The firft and fecond treat, on wounds, both fimple 
and, complicated. The third treats of cutaneous difeafes, 0 
hernias, of the. flone, of diferders of the eyes, nofe, earsy, Ree. 
The fourth’ {peaks of, fratur es, and luxations : and the fifth, of: 
the feveral inttr ruments ufed in Surgery. 

He is the firtt’ writer, | perhaps, who lays iene the. rule to. 
diftinguith the wound of an artery, from that of a.vein. In the 


former cafe’ he favs, that the blood comes out by et while i Ine 
the latter it flows in a uniform, | fteady {tream. 


is. mode of 
treating. this. accident | is remarkable. -He adyifes the Sur eon 
called in, to apply one finger upon the orifice in the. yeffel, as. 
to prevent the flux of the blood, and to. hold it there for an hour, 
in order to give time to the blood to coagulate. He then diregis. 
the application of an aftringent powder, and if this be not 
fuccefsful, adyifes the ufe of the ligature. 

At ile period, in France, we find PITTARD, chief furgeon 
to thrée kings of that nation; Lewis the Firft, Philip the Bold, 


- 
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wha Philip the Handfome. Pirrarp was the firt who formed 


the furgeons into a body, or fociety, which was the foundation 


‘of what is now called the Academy of Surgery, at Paris. 

HER MANDAVILLE, who was a pupil of Prrtarb’s, and 
taught Surgery at Montpellier, was one of the moit learned men 
of his time. He wrote a courfe of Surgery, divided into five. 


‘treatifes, As this book has never been printed, Baron HALLER 


doubts. whether the author wrote any thimg; but there are two 
manuferipts cf his work extant, one in the King’s library’ at 
Paris, the other in that of the Sorbonze. It is written in Latin, 
and is faid to be an improvement tpon the work of bis mafter. - 
At the fame time there lived at Paris four furgéons, whom 
humanity, and the detire of public good, had brought together in 
the fame houfe. They were thendiftingvithed by the honour- 
able name of the four mafters in Surgery. Their time was 
devoted to the care of the poor, and their houfe was a kind of 
temporary ‘hofpital, in which the diftreffed were always‘ fure of 
meeting with every affiftance the furgery of ‘that age could 
fupply. They collected in one treatife, which appeared under 
the name of “ The Four Ma/frers,” all they had learned from a - 
long and attentive experience. Guido de Cauliaco acquaints us, 


that he obtained a great deal of infarmation from this work, and 


~ 


puts it upon a par with the writings of the prineipal men in this 
att. It has been loft about one hundred years, though fome of | 
the remains of it were feen fome years fince, in the univertity of 
Navarre, but the chara€ters were then much defaced, and the 
book almoft deftroyed by the worins, ig hi 

Tn the fourteenth century lived Guido DE CavLIAco,’ men- 
tioned above. His work confifts of two parts, the frft on 
anatomy, the next treats of furgery. He prattifed at Lyons 
for feveral years, and at lait was called to Avignon, where he 
was appointed phyfician to Pope Clement V. and his fuc- 
céeffors, The principal writer he copies, is ALBucaAsis. He 
copies him, however, with judginent; and moreover. gives ‘an 
abridged hiftory of the flate of Surgery in his time, obferving that 
it was divided into’ five fects, each of thefe profefling to follow 


their feveral matters. 


Guipo ne CauLriaco was certainly one of the ableft of the: 
aficient furgeons.. He treated the art in a fcientific manner, and’ 
performed almoft all the operations that are in ufe at this day. 
His remarks on wounds of the head are particularly worth at- 


tending to; and we find no author before his time Who mentions’ 


the cure of a wound in the brain, with lofs of fubftance, except 


a fingle inftance from Galen’ already quoted. He hefitated not ” 
to perform the operation for the empyema, a pra€tice unfortu-— 


 Nately too much neglected, and has cenfured Saticero for re-' 


. 


xsi INTRODUCTION. 


a 
Seah Shy 


commending the incifion to be made too low down in the 
thorax, by which he fays the diaphragm is in danger of being 
~,wounded, fince it rifles higher in the thorax in fome people, 
than in others, ‘This is certainly a very judicious remark. . He 
performed the operation for the cataract by depreffion ; and his 
work may be confidered as more valuable in furgery than any 


Indeed it deferves to be generally read. 


But while we beftow all due encomium on foreign writers, let 


us not forget thofe of our own country. The firft of thefe in 
point of time was GILBERT, furnamed the Englifhman, who 


flourifhed in the. thirteenth century. He was a good claffical 


icholar,’ anda man of icarning, but no very great adept in 


_Surgery, if we may judge from the things relative to this art 


‘ which are found in an only publication of his, entitled “ Com- 
ay p 9 tS. 


pendium tottus Medicine.’ It appeared firtt at Lyons, in quarto, 
iN 1510, and was reprinted at Geneva under the title of “ Laurea 
-Anghicana, feu Compendium.totius Medicina.” Rees 

_ Uhe next deferving of mention is Joun oF GADDESDEN, 


Fellow of Merton college, Oxford, and author of the famous 


iy Roja Anglica.”’ ‘This book was greatly e{teemed at that time, 
infomuch that our poet Chaucer does the author the honour to 


that had appeared before, or that. appeared for a long time after. 


he 


rank him among the celebrated writers in medicine. But Guido, | 


de Cauliaco, who wrote after him in the fame century, was of a 
contrary opinion, and his expreilions about this book are fome- 
what remarkable: “ Ultimo infurrexit una fatua Rofa Anghicana 
qua mihi miffa fuit, et vifa, credidi in ea invenire adorem fuavitatis, 
et invent fabulas Hifpani, Gilberti, et Theodorici.”? Although this 
cenfure of, Gutpo’s might in fome refpect be juft enough, as it 
muft be confeffed that our countryman. was little more than an 
empiric, yet he was certainly an empiric of the better fort, and 
perhaps only profeffed being fuch from pecuniary motives; for 
he - undoubtedly was confidered, in his time, as a man of learn- 

ing, and a judicious practitiouer. Joun, however, was a man 


of that kind to whom nothing that looked like the profeffion 


ame amifs, He was literally and truly one of thofe perfons 


_ who, according toa metaphor much ufed among furgeons at pre- - 
fent, “ fought. both horfe and foot.” If a patient was afflicted 


with the ftone, JouN was the man who would attempt to dif- 


_folve it. For epileptic fits, he had an anodyne necklace; and, 


for the moft violent paroxifm of the gout, a_never-failing 
cataplafm! He declares himfelf to have been a very dexterous 


 bone-fetter; and, upon occafion, would extra& a rotten tooth. 


He was very atfiduous-in inventing lotions for preferving the 
ladies’ complexions, would even be complaifant enough to cut 
their corns, and as for thofe troublefome infects which now and 


~ 
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ey : % ; 
then infeft a gentleman’s head, no man had a more effeCtual, and 
lefs offenfive, method of deftroying them. Be oe 
Such was our countryman JoHN oF GADDESDEN, upon whofe 
hiftory we have been perhaps more particular than he deferved, not 
only becaufe he was one of the firft Englith furgeons, but alfo be- 
caufe’ he was the firft ever employed at court; for, before that 
time, all the phyficians and furgeons belonging to the royal fa- 
mily had been foreigners. : 
Not long after Jouw or GADDESDEN, JoHN ARDERN, a fur- 
geon, contemporary with Guipo DE CavuLiaco, made a confide- 
table figure in this country. He left behind him a large volume 
of phyfic, which ftill exifls among us in manuicript.. It is rather 
furprifing that this book fhould never have been printed, for it is 
certainly as ufeful-a work as any which appeared about that time, 
except that of Gurpo pe Cautraco. He feems to have been, 
the firft improver. of Surgery in England; for before his time, our 
countrymen had not been very converfant in furgical operations. 
Dr. Freinp fays that he was a man of probity and experience ; as 
indeed is in fome meafure evident from the unaffected fimplicity of 
his writings. Among them there is a long treatife on the Fiftulain 
Ano, which was tranflated by Joon ReaDin 1588.0 
In the fifteenth century, Surgery made a rapid progrefs in Italy. 
The example of the Arabs had excited the emulation of the Italian 
furgeons, who applied themfelves ferionfly to the improvement of 
their ‘art. Perrus DE ARGILLATA was one of the.moft en- 
lightened of this period. He wrote fix books of Surgery, which 
went through feveral editions at Venice; and this work is full of 
interefting obfervations: made by the author in the -courfe of his 
practice. He relates ingenuoutly the faults which he happened to’ 
commit, in order to prevent others from falling into the fame er- 
rors; a rare iniftance of candour, and fuch as unfortunately is not 
fufficiently imitated. ARGILLATA treats of the Phlegmon and 
its cure, then of Eryfipelas, of Eruptions, and of all inflammatory 
difeafes belonging to Surgery ; of Gangrene aud of the pe(tilential 
Carbunclé. ‘Lhe doctrines of Abfcefles, Scrophula, and Cancer, 
are then confidered, together with the remedies proper for each of | 
thefe complaints. A third part treats of wounds in general ; and _ 
in particular, he mentions an inftance of a wound in the arm, 
the effect of which was an immediate ceffation of mufcular mo- — 
tion, without the lofs of fenlation. ‘There is reafon to believe he 
_ isthe firft author that. has made this obfervation. Sot 
Perrus pE MonTacnana practifed phyfic and furgery 
about the year 1440, and was efteemed a man of confummate fkill 
in his profeffion. The works of this writer are very numerous. 
Among them feveral furgical difeafes are treated of, under the. 
title of “ Confilia de Aigritudinibus, ce.’ Ail matters relative 
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to our art, that are to be found in MonTAGNANA, are difcuffed 
with much precifion and clearnefs. . Lieto 


_ In the beginning of the fixteenth century a new {cene was opened 
_ to the profeflron, by the breaking out of the Venereal Difeafe, a 


diforder till then unknown; and in the courfe of ‘this cens 


tury many great men appeared in the profeffion of furgery. 9» 

The firft that occurs is WiLtr1am Vayassor, ferjeant fur+ 
geon to Francis I. king of France, Though he never publifhed 
any thing, yet his name deferves to be mentioned, as he was-a man 
of fo much confideration in his time, that he obtained of the king. 
a grant of the privileges of a univerfity to the Society of Surgeons 
in Paris. | Wibicls \ 

About this time Hery, another French Surgeon, was fent by 


Francis I. into Italy, to‘care his troops afflicted with the Lues, 


‘ 


HeRy refided at Rome, where he learned from BERENGARIUS ~_ 


Carprthe method of mercurial frictions. When he returned into - 
France, he publithed an accurate and learned account of this difeafe, — 


It may not here be improper to mention that moft of the writers 
in this century upon the Venereal Difeafe were Phyficians, fo that 
they fcarcely belong to this hiftory. We may however, juft obe. 
ferve, that thefe writers are all collected in one volume folio by. 
Boerhaave, under the: title of “ Scriptores de Marbo Gallico.”? 
Among them the writer who has given the moft circumftantial | 
account of the difeafe and its method of cure, is NricHo~as Massa_ 
of Venice. » His treatife contains the greater part of what is 
known on the fubje& of the Lues at the prefent time. It muft be ~ 
obferved, however, that no mention is made by the firft of thefe 


writers of the Gonorrhea; for this was probably a form of thedif- 


eafe which made its appearance afterwards. IEE aT 

The other Italians who flourifhed in the fixteenth century are, 
firft, JoHANNES DE V1Go of Genoa, a man of great erudition, wha 
was chief furgeon to one of the popes. Hehas left a chirurgical 


work confifting of nine books, which ought to be read by every - 


Surgeon, as they treat minutely on every branch of the art. 

We thall here only notice two circumftances in this writer, 
which particularly elucidate the hiftory we are giving, The firft 
is, his having mentioned the ufe of the ligature for ftopping he- 
morrhages. It is a cuftom with fome. people, he fays, to tie the 
veins. and arteries when opened, with a needle and thread, with 
which they clofe the tides of thefe vefléls—“ AZodus autem ligatio-: 
ms. am aliqui efficiunt intromittendo acum Jub vena defuper filum 


Siringend.” ©We have before feen that ALBUCASIS mentions the | 


fame method, though he has not pointed it out fo explicitly. The 
next circumf{tance is, that Vico is certainly one of the firft, if not 


the firft, who ufed mercury in the cure of the Venereal Difeafe ; 


an honour which is folely given to CARPI, 


- 


- 


7 


~ 


IARODUCTION. «= «Hag 


Jacosus Berencarius Carpi (not Carpus ashe is ufually 
called) practifed Surgery with diftinction at Bologna. “hough 
‘ it appears, from what has ‘been {aid above, that Vigo muft ‘have 
ufed mercury in the Lues as foon as Carpi, yet the honour of 


the difeovery may belong to both of them, for Vico’s edition aps _ 


peared only two years before the publication of Carpi. How- 
ever this may be, it-is certain that Carpi acquired fo great a for- 
tune by his practice in the Venereal Difeafe, that he left a quan- 
tity of plate, befides a confiderable fum of money, to the Duke of 
Ferrara, as we are informed by FaLxopius in his treatife De Afor- 
bo Gallico, But though Vigo and others had ufed mercury in the 
Venereal Difeafe before Carpi, yet he was the firft who cured 
by the mode of mercurial frictions, which was ia itfelf certainly a 
very confiderable improvement. He alfo wrote a treatife * De 
Fraéura Cranii,” which contains nothing worthy of notice, 
MAaRIANUS SANCTUS was. a pupil of Vico, and famous in the 
profeffion for his method of cutting for the Stone by a particular 
apparatus. He attributes the invention of this method to JoHAN- 
NEs DE RomMaunis, from whom he confeffes he learnt i. Ma- 
RIANUS has alfo publifhed fome other works, which are all’ in 
- GeEsnerR’s collection of Surgical Writers, but none of them are 
worth attending to, except his treatife on the Stone. 


ALPuonsus FERRUSs was public profeffor of Surgery at Naples, © 


and in 1534 was elected firft phyfician to Pope Pauu III. He 
publithed a treatife on gun-fhot wounds in three books, which is 
‘one of the firft that appeared.. This treatife, though full of judi- 
cious and ufeful precepts, is, by an inconceivable fatality, very 
little known amongft us. Thofe who fhall take the trouble 
to read it, however, though ever fo well verfed in their pro- 
feffion, will not find their time mifemployed. - There, is one re- 
markable paffage in this work. Speaking of hemorrhages, he 


fays, “ Yet if the vefiel opened be of any fize, nothing but the » 


hgature will fucceed ; in order ‘to apply this, we make ufe of a 
crooked needle, pointed at one end and perforated at the other 3° 
this needle muft be pafled through the flefh and the thread left, 
with which the veffel.that bleeds is'to be tied. This method is 
always effectual, and {tops the bleeding of the arteries.” Fer- 
Rus does not aflume the difcoyery of this method to himfelf; and 
indeed how is it poffible he fhould, fince wehave feen that ALBu- 
casis, Vico, and otters before mentioned, had employed it with’ 


fuccefs? He alfo wrote a treatife on the Iichury produced by obli- |. 


teration of the neck of the bladder, which contains fome curious 
details. His reflections on founds, and the art of founding the 
bladder, are worthy of the firft Surgeons of the prefent age. He. 
employed founds ot different metals, and knew the ufe of bougies, 


‘ 


\ 
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for which he has given.a formula. He carried his improvements _ 
in this part of Surgery {till farther, and employed for the purpofe 
of deftroying Caruncles in the Urethra, the {tems of -mallows, ° 
parfley, fennel, &c. and covered his bougies with deterfive or fup- — 
purative ointments, according to the variety of his intentions. 
_ BartHotomaus Macctius of Bononia, aman of great merit 
_ In the profeffion of Sargery, wrote a treatife on gun-fhot wounds, 
which is the fecond of the kind, and contains fome obfervations ‘on - 
wounds in general. and on amputations, This alfo is included in 
GESNER’s collection. _ “ity ey a 
Vipus Viptrvus of Florence, publifhed four volumes on Surgery. 
He was a learned commentator and tranflator of fome parts of 
Hippocrates and GALEN. aie Be a em d 
- GaprieL Faiopius,a very eminent Anatomift and Surgeon 
of his time, was profeffor at Padua; and befides feveral anatomi- 
cal pieces, has left us an almoft complete fyftem of Surgery, exclu- 
five of the operative part. His book on ulcers is very diffufe, and 
‘many ufeful things may be collected from it. His treatife De 
Morba Gallico is printed among BOERHAAVE’S collection, 
~-In this century lived Caspar Ta GLIACOTIUS, a man rendered 
immortal by the facetious author of HupiBRas, for his extraore 
~dinary method of making fupplemental nofes, ears, or lips, from any 
thick, flefhy part of another perfon’s body. Concerning this prac- 
tice, he has left us an exprefs treatife. Baa te 
-JOHANNEs ANDREAS of Venice, publifhed.a complete body of 
Surgery, both operative and -pharmaceutic, to which he added 
defcriptions and plates of all the furgical inftruments in ufe at that 
time. re cis 
_ The only French writers, of which it is neceffary to take no- 
tice in. the fixteenth century, are: FRANCO, AMBROSE PaREY, 


3 


- 


and GUILLEMEAU. | | ‘ 
PETER FRANCO was a native of France, though he praétifed 
his art for a confiderable time in Switzerland. He acquired’ a!” 
great deal of knowledge in Anatomy and Surgery, and appears 
to be the firft. French author who wrote {cientifically on the art. 
His candour and honefty are evident from the franknefs of his 
confeffions, and the piainnefs and fimplicity of his ftyle. He has 
left behind him two works, one entirely upon Hernia, the other 
upon that, and almott every other part of Surgery. His defeription 
of the feveral kinds of Hernia is very exa&t, and the detail of 
the fymptoms very accurate. His method of cure is by the pundtum 
aureym, which he prefers to all others. In treating of the Hydro- 
cele he propofes feveral methods of cure, among which he de~ 
fcribes the feton, but prefers incifion. Rese th inh 
He is alfo the inventor of the high operation for the Stone, to the 
_ difcovery. of which he was urged by necefiity ; for, having cut a 
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child about two years old by the greater apparatus, or JoHN’ DE. 
Romanis’s method, and the Stone being tco large to be extracted - 
at the Perinzum, he made an incifion above the Os Pubis, and took 
it out by that opening, by which fortunate thought he faved the life 
of his patient. ip nsrk : 
AMBRosE Parey practifed and taught Surgery, with great di- 
ligence, for fifty years fucceflively. He was chief furgeon to 
~ Hewry II. Francis I]. Cuarves 1X. and Henry of France. 
He‘has publifhed a complete fyftem of Surgery, in which’ we find 


a variety of improvements; nay, it may very juftly be faid of this 
work, that there is {careely any part of Sargery which he has not 
treated with more knowledge, clearnefs, and precifion, than any 
preceding writer; fo that he is not improperly confidered, as the 
father of Surgery in France. It would be doing him injuftice, 
therefore, to make any extracts from this performance, for the 
whole deferves to be read with. the greateft attention. 

_ He likewife publifhed a treatife on gun-{hot wounds, which 
contains many interefting obfervations and judicious precepts, 
confirmed by the long experience the author had acquired. in fol-° 
lowing the army. ‘This is not fo original, however, as. the for-- 

-mer work, for the fame precepts nearly are to be found in Lan- — 
Gius, FERRUus, and others. It ought however to be obferved, he -— 
reprobated the practice of dreffing gun-{hot wounds with hot and 
irritating oils; certainly an improvement of fomé importance. 

With refpect to the method of {topping hemorrhages by ligature, 
which AMBrosE Parey defcribes with great clearnefs, it may be 
obferved, that he does not.take the difcovery to himfelf ; though 
his countrymen, either from ignorance or vanity, have been fo fond 
of afcribing the honour of this invention to him.: Neither indeed 
was the crooked neeedle, or infirument, ufed.for this operation, in- 
vented by Parey; for, in the paflages quoted from Vico and 

_ FERREs, this circumftance is mentioned. The fa&t feems indeed 
to be, that AmBrose Paxrey is the fart French Surgeon who . 
ever {poke of. the-ligature.. This method of fecuring the veffels 
had long been in ule im italy, and probably PaREY might have 

learnt it when he followed the French army into that country, or 
perhaps he might have taken it from Ferrus, who had deferibed 
it very fully. _ For the latter publithed his work long before Am- 
BROSE PAREY’s appeared, FERRUs being far advanced in years 
before the other wrote. The original works of AmMBRosE PAREY 
are written in French, and he is faid not to have underftood Latin. 
One of bis pupils, however, gave an enlarged edition of them in | 
that language, with the addition of feveral new plates. | 

Among the Germans, Swifs, &c. of the fixteenth century, only 
three feem to merit our notice. ‘[‘hele are PARACELSsus, VESA- 


Livs, and Foresrus. | 
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- PARAcEtsus was born in Switzerland. He was very famous 
for his knotvledge in chemiftry, which at that time began to be 
much cultivated. He publithed two volumes on Surgery, one 
called “ Chirurgia magna,” the other “ Chirurgia minor.’ They — 
contain feveral arcana for the cure of ulcers, and other chirurgical 
complaints. It appears indeed from the teftimony of Grswer, © 
as well as that of his pupil Apostnus, that he was, as the latter 
_ expreffes it,  miraculoufly fuccefsful” in curing the moft malig- 

nant and ftubborn ulcers. This is not in the leaft improbable ; 
for, however modern Surgeons, feduced by the brilliancy of ope- 
ration, by which fame and profit are more eafily attained, may 
affect to defpife topical applications, yet there is great room to” 
- conjecture that any one who pays a proper attention to them, will 

be very likely tocure complaints which may baffle all other means, - 
A knowledge of chemiftry will probably fupply a curious and ob- 
ferving man with many remedies, which he may ufe with advan- 
tage in Surgery; Paracersus is faid to have been very bold in: 

. his topical remedies, and frequently applied ointments to parts af. 
fected with cancer. up serie 

» AnpDREas Vesatius of Bruffels, was defervedly famous for his 
knowledge in Anatomy. His Surgery is diftributed into feven 
parts, m which nothing which concerns the practice of that art is’. 
omitted. It is not, however,-equal to what we might expect 
from a man, of his underftanding and genius. FALLoprus, of 
whom we have already fpoken, has written feveral criticifms on 
Vesativus. The latter in his anfwers feems hurt by them, and 
FatLopius has in general much the beit of the conttoverfy. 

Petrus Forestus, a Dutchman, wasa very judicious and ~ 
experienced practitioner. He was the firft profeffor in the uni- 
verfity of Leyden ; and has publithed feveral obfervations in Sur. 
gery, which contain many curious particulars. - a 


About this time the hiftory of Surgery begins to be fo diffufe, 
and the writersare fonumerous, thatit would beendlefsto enumerate 
them all, and would exceed the limits of our prefent plan. We 
can therefore here only take notice of the moft celebrated among 
them. | | ribs CO ie 2 0A 
Among the moft diftinguifhed writers of the laf? century, were 
Proraus, Corot, ToLet, and Lz Cierc. (, Lee Neem Aor Banh 

PicRaus was a pupil of Amrosz Parry. His chirurgical _ 
works are a fort of abridgment and improvement on thofe of his 
mafter, and are’ written with great clearnefs and elegance of © 

pe ee? | SOP ae: | Sia 
pe vent was a famous Lithotomift in France. He is faid to 
have performed the ‘operation by the apparatus major with great 
fuccefs, and is vecorded as the firft who ever cut adults and 
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old people. -Lithotomy was afterwards. preferved for fome time _ 
“$n the Corot family, as their peculiar property, and defcended as 
an hereditary poffefion from father to fon. ayaa 
_ Francis Torer, Surgeon to the Charité at Paris, was.a very 
expert Lithotomift, and publifhed a treatife on that operation,’ in 
which are contained many ufeful remarks, either omitted or over- 
looked by all preceding writers onthisfubject. Se 
About the end of the laft century Le Cierc wrote a complete 
fyftem of Surgery, by queftion and anfwer.. It is calculated for 
the ufe of beginners, and though fuperiicial, yet it is faithful, and 
to be depended upon for the inftruction it conveys. Itis certainly 
a book that may be ufeful to ftudents. ih 
About this time too the lateral method of cutting for the flone 
was firft introduced into France, by FReRE Jaques. Rude and 
unfkilful as the method was in his hands, we fhall fee that it was. 
the bafis of all the improvements that have fince been made an: this 
®peration, and of the prefent mode of performing it. b 
Mery, a famous Surgeon of the Hotel Diew, who was witnels 
to the firft operation of FRERE Jaques, and examined fome of his 
patients after death, took the hint, from thence, of writing a trea- 
tife on Lithotomy, in which he propofed this new lateral method; - 
with the improvement of a grooved flaff, introduced into the 
urethra, to conduct the incifion. Of this ftatf ‘he was the firtt 
MCR os hse. is : | “ae 
Among the Italians of the /eventeenth century, the two moft fa~_ 
mous were, HizRowimus F'apricius ab AQUAPENDENTE, and 
Marcus Auretius SeveRinus. The trft fucceeded the , 
learned FALLopiUs in the profeffor’s chair of Padua. He was a 
great admirer of Ceisvs; calling him “ mirabilis in omnibus,” and 
applies to him the advice of Horace with refpect to the Greek 
—writers—-“* Nodturnd. verfate manu,” &c. "He declares that CeL-— 
sus, Pautus AlLcINETA, and ALBuCAslIs, were the three 
principal fources from whence he derived his furgical knowledge. 
€ was a man of great labour and learning. His writings con- 
tain many improvements in our art. One in particular, for which 
he deferves much commendation, was his abolition of the common 
practice of that age, of removing the tefticle in the operation for 
the Bubonocele ; and his invention of a trufs, which, if the patient 
always wore, he would never be in danger of being expofed to the 
operation. es : (SE 
Marcus AuRELIUs SEVERINUS, profeffor at Naples, was 
certainly the moft. accomplifhed Surgeon of his time. He pre- 
ferred the fcience of Surgery to that of Medicine, as we may judge 
from the title he gives his book—“ De Efficact Medicina.’’ 
In this treatife, which is divided into three parts, he teaches in. 
what manner all external, as:well.as many internal and obftinate 
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gular treatile “ De recondita abfeeffuum natura’? This work ex- 
pounds the doctrine of Abiceffes in a much more {cientific manner. 


_ than it had ever before been treated. The laft work of this truly 


furgical writer is entitled “De Trimembri Chirurgia,’ in which 
he treats of the Dietetic, Pharmaceutic, and Chemical parts of 
Surgery. Another book has likewife been afcribed to him, which 
is a kind of compendium of all his other works, but this 4s rec- 
koned fpurious. | | | REED aps 


diforders, may be cured by an tntre pid ufe of che knife, or by. the free. sf 
application of actual cautery. He likewife:publifhed a very fin= 


‘ 


In this century we micet with feveral Germans, Hollanders, and 


Danes, of note and reputation. Many of them wrote fugitive 
pieces, which are only to be found in the compilations of others, 
efpecially among the “ Centurie Obfervationum Chirurgicarum,” 
publithed by GuLiz~mMus Fasricius HinpANus. Prrrus: 
UFFENBACHIUs, a very ufeful compiler, publithed a collection, in 
one large volume folio, of the writings of many eminent Surgeons, 
in which the doctrine of tumors, wounds, ulcers, fractures, and 
luxations, is fully explained. aed Me eer oe 

About this time, feveral authors wrote. profefledly on the prog= 
noftics of wounds, or the rules for judging of the danger or fatality 
of any given wound. | Of thefe it is enough to mention the laft in 


point of time, though certainly the firft in point of erudition ;_ 
namely, JOHANNES BouNIus, a very learned profeffor of Ana- 
. tomy and Surgery at Leipfic. His book “ De Renunciatione Vul- 


nerum’’ is the beft perhaps that has ever been written on’ the fub= 
ject, and exhibits fo many remarkable inftances’ of the fatality’ of 
wounds, however flight they may feem, that an attentive perufal of 
it cannot fail of furnihing the reader with much ufeful and necef=. 
fary information. ) Foy Palas ire A aera 


we a 


In this century ScuLTETus wrote his“ Armamenta Chirurgica,” 


a book in which are given plates of all furgical inftruments. em- 
ployed till that time, with’a defcription of their ufe. — JOHANNES: 
Baptista lAMZWEERDE reprinted this book, with confidera- 
ble improvements, and the addition of one hundred furgical obfer- 
vations. It,was publifhed a third time by Jouannes TT INGIUS, 
when it was corrected and enriched with fome new plates, and im- 


proved by the eddition of two and twetity obfervations in Surgery, 


afcribedto PETER VERDUIN, an eminent Surgeon at Amftérdam. 


This work was the firft of the kind. GARENGEOT, a French 


’ Surgeon, has fince given usa treatife on the in{truments of Surgery, 


comprifed in three volumes duodecimo, which contains a defcrip= 
tion of feveral inftruments not to be found in ScuLTETUs. 
_ Among the Swifs of the /eventeenth century are, GULIELMUS. 
Fapricius Hitpanus, and JOHANNES DE Muratto. The 
chirurgical works of Fapricius HiLpanus are publifhed in one 


" 
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volume folio, and are chiefly a colleCtion of fix centuriae of chirurs 
gical obfervations, illuftrated with plates of inftruments invented 
by the author and others. “Though it Contains feveral trifling 
things, yet fome may be found from which a practitioner of 
knowledge and experience may derive improvement. i : 
The works of Jonannes DE MuratrTo, profeffor of an~ 
atomy and furgery at Zurich, were publifhed mn one volunie, the 
beginning of this century, at Bail, in ‘the German language. 
They contain a fhort introduciion to the whole art of furgery, in 
which the doctrine of tumors, inflammations, wounds, con- 
_tufions, fractures, and diflocations, is explained in a.very concife 
and inftructive manner. He next defcribes the feveral operations 
‘of furgery, and fnifhes with fome obfervations of fo extra ordi+ 
nary a nature, that their veracity might be called in gueftion, if 
their author’s character did not fecure him againft any fufpicion 
Of falfehood. This work, we apprehend, has never been tranf{- 
lated out of the German language, though it certainly deferves 
to be, if for no other reafon than that of the author having firlt 
written a complete fy/tem of the art. | | 
The principal writers among the Dutch were, Henricus 
RoonHuysen, and Jos Van MEexkreEn, both of Amfterdam, 
and both writers of objervations in the Dutch language, which 
were afterwards tranflated into Latin. ~ pi Tier 
JoHannes Muys of Arnheim, not only wrote fome intereftin 
obiervations in furgery himfelf, but alfo publithed a fyftem of the 
art, written by Paut BarBeETT, a furgeon of Amfterdam, with 
curious and explanatory notes of his own. To thefe may be 
added fouANNEs Van Horn, profeffor of anatomy and furgery 
at Leyden, author of the “ Microtechne feu methodica ad Chirur-. 
glam introduétio;’ AnTont1us Nuck, a very accurate anatomift, 
who publifhed a treatife on the operations; andCorNELIUs ST At... 
PART Van Der Wien, practitioner at the Hague and writer 
of feveral obfervations, among which one in particular deferves 
to be recorded, to wit, an inftance of a patient who hid fra@ured 
his fkull, and was cured by the trepun being applied twenty- 
feven times. ’ Mh aee byes ek ee! 
There are alfo many curious obfervations in fergery, in the: 
works of that celebrated anatomift FREDERICK. RuyscH, pro- 
feflor of anatomy and furgery at Amtterdam, and famous for 
his anatomical preparations. wy 
We will clofe the catalogue of Dutch writers with the men- 
tion of another anatomift of our own time, ALBIN Usy late pro- 
feffor at Leyden, among. whofe works are feveral obfervations 
ufeful in our art, particularly-on the Polypus, on the Paronychia, 
on the Fiffula Lachrymalis, and on the Cataraé. 
» Neither are there wanting furgical writers of our own country’ 
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in the feventeenth century; among thefe may be enumerated 
Lowe, Gate, and Ricuarp WiseMAN, ferjeant forgeon to 
King Cuanves Il. The laft of thefe was a man of the greateft 
eminence, and may juftly be ftyled the AMBRosE PAREY of the 
Englith. The fame fpirit of obfervation, the fame -attention, 
‘the fame fimplicity, and above all the fame amiable candour; pre- - 


‘ 


vails in both of them. . His Syftem of Surgery is as ufeful as any: ~ 


of that period, and indeed much more fo than any one publifhed 
before in England. It isa work which no young Surgeon ought 
to be without. He has divided it into eight books, which treat of 
tumors, ulcers, of the difeafes of the anus, of {trumz, and other 
analogous difeafes; of vrdinary wounds, and ef gun-fhot 
wounds; of fractures, of luxations, and of the lues. “He hag 
alfo feveral interefting obfervations upon wounds of the head. 
WiseMAN blames the ufe of tents in wounds of the chef, and 
follows, in the treating of them, the method of Macati. In 
this. circumif{tance he has foreftalled BELLostEe. His remarks 
upon the hemorrhoids, upon condylomata, upon the defcent of the 
anus, and upon fiffulas, are ineftimable. As the ingenuous con~ 
fefion of one fingle miftake is infimtely more ufeful, and makes 
a much more lafting impreffion, than the recital of a feries of the 


~ 


moft brilliant fuccefies, fo our auther has a more abfolute:claim . 


to our admiration and attention from this particular circumftancey 
He relates his failures with as much exaétnefs as he relates his 
cures, and obferves, particularly, that the mode of operating: by’ 
ligature on the fiftula in azo, which he had praétifed, had often 
oceafioned many dreadful accidents. He gives feveral obfervations’ 
on the utility of aétual cautery in treating that moft terrible dif. 
eafe the polypus in the antrum highmorianum, of which a deplorable 
inftance. occurred fome ‘years ago: at the Weftminfter Hofpital. 
His works indeed abound in fenfible obfervations not. unworthy 
even of this more enlightened age. He is the ‘firft of our 
countrymen who treated of the art ma rational and fcientific: 
manner, for which his memory deferves to be revered by us. If 
his works were exempt from the fuperftition of the! times, parti- 


cularly where he treats. of ferophulous. diforders, it- would: be® 


almoft perfect in its kind. C aiahasat SiR a 
We have now brought the hiftory of our profeffion fully to” 
the end of the foventeenth century, and m fome parts of the world 
have even carried it on to the beginning.of the next. But the im~ 
provements Surgery has received in the laft century.are fo great, | 
and the eminent men, who bave diftinguifhed themfelves in the’ 
art fo numerous, that it is impoflible to give a circumftantial 
account of them. | tenes 01) Alen area’ ae aan 
In order however to bring this general hiftory of the art nearer 
to the prefent time, it may be obferyed, that in the beginning of the 
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Jat century, LAWRENCE HEIsTER’ was public profeffor of — 
anatomy aud furgery at the univerfity ‘of Altorf. In the year 
1718 his Syftem of Surgery firft appeared in quarto, and in the 
German language. In 1719 he was called, by his Britannic. 
Majefty George the Firft, to the public profefforthip of anatomy. 
and furgery at the Julian univerlity of Helm/ffadt. Our Eng- 
lith tranflation of this work was taken from the Latin edition, 
publithed by himfelf, with confiderable additions and emendations, | 
and it was inconteftably the moft ufeful, and beft’ fyftem_ of 
Surgery made public, before thofe which contain the modern im- 
provements, by Mr. Bell and Mr. Latta; fince every point of the 
feience, whether trivial or important, was there explained with, 
great accuracy, and in the molt ample manner, 
“At the latter end’ of the fixteenth and the beginning of the laft 
century, the French furgeons began to make confiderable im- 
provements in their profeffion. We have already mentioned M. 
Mery in regard to the operation of Lthotomy. To this account 
may be added an anecdote not generally known, that he, together 
“with M. Perit, a man of great ingenuity, were the firft who 
performed the ‘operation for the cataraét by extraction; an in- 
vention which has fince been attributed to M. Davie, a man 
of much inferior talents. M. Petit has left behind him a 
treatife on difeafes of the bones, in which the doétrine of frac- 
tures-and luxations is treated in a complete and inafterly manner. 
It certainly muft be owned, that the French have had the 
merit of fetting us the example; fince they were the firft who 
~ contributed to bring Surgery to the degree of perfeétion in which. 
it flourifhes at prefent M. pe La PEyRonig, furgeon to 
Lewis the Fifteenth, with great abilities in his profefion, and 
_exceflive zeal for the honour. of it, folicited, and at length ob- 
tained, for the body of furgeons at Paris, the eftablifhment of the 
Royal Acadeiny of Surgery, which held its fit meeting as an 
academic body in the year 1731.” : ii ene | 
They have already publithed feveral volumes in quarto, upon 
different parts of Surgery. Thefe contain various improvements, 
and are certainly treafures of abftrufe and critical knowled ze, upon 
fome of the moft important, though before !efs cultivated, parts of the . 
{cience. In them are preferved and regiftered the names of all the 
members of the academy foreign or domeftic, whether they 
have contributed their fhare to the compofition of the volume or 
not. It is true, indeed, that the operative part of Surgery has 
been the chief object towards which: the improvements of the 
French have been direGted. A courfe of operations, publicly 
read and afterwards publifhed by Dionts, a few years, before the. 
eftablifhment of the academy, had already indicated the necef- 
- fity, and traced the way for the cultivation, of this branch. This. 
a, % “VOL. II. ; ' d mae 
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profefiton.: | - , | panos 
To the labours of this century, we are alfo indebted for that 
invaluable work, publithed by Dr. Asrruc on the Venereal 
difeafe, in which its hiftory and fymptoms, whether in the ftate 


_ of Gonorrhoea or confirmed Lues, are fo accurately, fo minutely, 


ee 
Past 


and fo clearly defcribed, that it cannot but. be confidered as one — 


of the moft perfect productions, of medical judgment and: nice 
obfervation. So much ufeful information as is contained in this 
excellent work certainly entitles it to the perufal of all who would 
acquire a thorough knowledge of the venereal difeafe, and of its 


various and complicated appearances, But it muft neverthelefs be 
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obferved, that our encomiums are beftowed «chiefly upon: that 
part of the work which:treats of the prognoitic figns or fymptoms 
of the difeafe. The-other, which relates to the method of cure, 
though it communicates the bett practice known at that time, has 
received many and oreat improvements fince the time of | this 
author, particularly by the writings of the lace Mr. John Hunter. 
. Before we quit the account of thefe rivals of our chirurgical 
fame, let us not fail to pay the tribute of praivedue to M. Le Carr, 
furgeon of the hofpital at Rouen. His’ writings indeed are few, 
and thofe, moft of them fugitive pieces, either inferted in the 
Philofophical Tranfactions, or preferved as monuments of his 
fuperior abilities, in the effays publifhed by the Royal Academy, 
upon. the Theies propofed by them at different times for pre+ 
miuins., As often as he had written upon thefe occafions, fo often 
had he obtained the prize ; till at length the Academy fent him 
the honourable prohibition, by which he was intreated not té 
enter the lifts again, but to leave future contefts to perfons who 
could engage in them upon more equal terms. He laboured for 
_ Many years.to bring the operation of Lithotomy to an abfolute 
_ and determined degree of perfection. His publications on this 
fubject, if: abftracted from the controverfy with which they 
abound, may be confidered as works.of the greateft fagacity and 
knowledge in their kind. His operation was founded upon the 
eleareft and moft ungontroverted principles: if any fault could be 
found with it, it was in the inftruments defigned for the perform- 
ance, and here it might perhaps admit of improvement, Ex- 
Clufive of his profefion, he was a man of much erudition 3: his: 
ideas were abftracted, but clear; his apprehentfion lively, and 
his: application.moft furprifingly intenfe; infomluch, that he 
feareely knew. what it was to lofe even a moment of time. In 
performing operations, he was quick, fure, fteady, and intrepid ; 
even when old age and infirmities confpired to {hew him not in 
the moft favourable light in this particular. | fie 
The» ‘lait mentioned among oul own countrymen was 
Ricuarp:WisemMan, who wrote about the middle of the 16th 
century: from that time till we were fome way advanced in the 
~ daft century, Surgery made but little progrefs in Englend. The 
example fet us by the French, and the appearancé of fo: many 
able men in all other branches of fcience at that petied nt Eng- 
land, at length raifed a fpirit of emulation in the profeffors of 
our art, which, we may venture to fay, without: partiality, foon 
exceeded the efforts of thofe who furnifhed the example, 9° 
Mr. Cusetpen may, with as. much truth, be reckoned the: 
father of Surgery in this kingdom, as Mr. SMEeLTE was’ after. 
wards of the obftetric art. ‘The operation of lithotomy was ftill 
 practifed in’ France upon very uncertain principles. FRERE 
Jaques had indeed drawn all the rude outlines of the lateral 
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method, which had received no improvements, but from the — 
invention of a grooved ftaff by M. Mery. Here then the ope- - 
ration was at a ftand, and the French {till continued to perform — 
_ it in the complicated, dangerous, and almo(t certainly fatal way, 
ufed by Marranus SANncTUs, avd commonly called the greater 
apparatus. CHESELDEN was the firft who reduced the operation — 
to found principles, and invented a fimple method of performing — 
it, which he practifed with as much dexterity as fuccefs, fo that - 
no. real improvement has fince been made upon his operation. 
‘But this was not the only advantage Mr. CuesELpEN procured 
to our art: he made the whole fyitem of furgical practice more 
fimple, and invented a methed of tying the tonfils when indurated — 
and. {welled to fuch a fize as to endanger fuffocation. Before his. 
time, it had been the univerfal practice to extirpate them witha 
_ knife, a practice which often endangered, and fometimes put an — 
end to, the life of the patient, from the enfuing hemorrhage, Mr. 
CHESELDEN’s method removed this danzer by a new operation, 
as fafe in.the performance as it was ingenious in the invention. » 
_In this century Dr. James, Doucvas propofed the high ope= 
ration for the ftone, which his brother Mr. Jonn Doucuas 
performed upon many occafions. JoHN, indeed, did allhe could. 
to promote this operation, and render it univerfal, but his efforts, 
however ftrenuous and violent, were of no effect. Mr. 
CHESELDEN publifhed an-account of the operation, which was 
foon after dropped, becaute of the ill fuccefs which had attended 
_ Paffing over the illuftrious labours of the great Mr. Por, and 
the ftill greater Mr. Jouw HunTer, as too recent to need a place 
here, we fhall clofe this hiftory with fome account of Mr. Sa- 
‘MUEL SHARP, fome time fince dead, and who was for man 
years. furgeon to Guy’s hofpital. He was educated under Mr, 
CHESELDEN; and under the eye of fuch a mafter, it is not 
fingular that a man of Mr. SHarp’s abilities fhould.make a 
great progrefs. He was a man of infinite dexterity and neatnefs 
in-his, operations, a qualification in which he could only be ex- 
ceeded. by his extraordinary penetration and judgment. in all 
chirurgical matters: but it is hardly neceffary to attempt any 
farther encomiums upon him, fince his works have fo effectually 
beftowed them. His fyftem of Operations, and his Critical 
“Enquiry, are the only works he ever publithed. “They contain 
fimpile, familiar, fcientific, Britifh furgery; and are certainly 
ma{ierpieces in that {cience. »Befides the new and various in- 
_ ftructions they convey, they are not Jefs admirable for the elegant 
_ manner in which they are written: the ftyle is eafy and flowing, 
the periods round and ha:monious, the.expreffions concife, clear, 
and unaffected ; and, to many, the charms of his language are — 
as alluring, .as his inftruétions are found and ufeful. The only | 


~~ 
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with ufually excited in the minds of his readers, is, that he had. 
written more on fubjects in which he feemed fo well fitted to excel. 
* Yet thefe excellent works are not the only obligations we owe 
to the furgeons of the laft century in England, ‘hey were the 
perfons who folicited and obtained a feparation of the furgeons’, 
company ‘from that of the barbers, to which they were before 
united; and they exerted themfelves, in this inftance, as much, 
for the honour, as they had before laboured for the improvement, 
of their profeffion. te Sp 
‘Thus have we traced the hiftory of furgery down to our own 
time; and though what has been faid amounts to no more than a 
_ general account, yet itis probably tufficient to enable us to form a 
juit eftimation of the difference between ancient and modern fur- 
gery. Here, however, we muft be allowed to obferve, that it is 
a matter of no {mall furprife, that fome learned writers among 
the moderns, particularly Dr. FrReinp, fhould have aflerted, not 
only that the art of furgery had received fcarcely any improvement 
among the moderns, but alfo, that many operations were executed 
by the ancients, which the moderns, either through ignorance or | 
“neglect, have ceafed to perform. What has been advanced in 
the foregoing pages, will furely be fufficient to invalidate this. 
aflertion. Has it not appeared, for inftance, in how many cir- 
curmftamcesthe practice of CeLsus, GALEN, PAULUS AXGINETA, . 
and even AuBucasis himfelf (the four beft writers among the 
ancients fince H1ppocraTEs), were deficient? Were they not. 
itrangers to the various methods we employ to reduce hernie by the 
taxis? And if the knife became neceflary, how ignorant were they 
of the proper method of performing the operation! Have we not 
_ feen, that in their days it was a cuftomary thing to.extirpate the 
tefticles with the hernial fac? a moft ignorant and cruel practice, 
which was not fairly abolifhed till the fixteenth century by that 
learned Italian, Fapricius aB AQUAPENDENTE. ‘The ope-_ 
ration of lithotomy they had but one method of performing, and 
this was by cutting on the gripe, a method fo limited, that, 
Cexsus, the firft defcriber of it, confines the practice to children 
from nine to fourteen years of age; a method apparently fo un- 
certain, that however filent the practitioners of it may have been 
with regard to its fuecefs, it is fill clear te every perfon conver- , 
fant. in anatomy and the nature of the difeafe, that it certainly 
mutt have failed in many inftances, though practifed with the.re- 
ftriétions laid down by Cexsus.. If lithotomy had not, there- : 
fore, received numberlefs improvements from the knowledge and 
attention of the moderns, all children under nine years of age, and 
all adults, would ftill have been left to perith or linger.out a 
weary life, in continual pain, from the paroxyfims of this moft 
deplorable difeafe ; but we have caufe to exult that thefe de- 
ficiencies have been fupplied by a feries of ingenious improye- 
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‘ments; and that infants of the teridere(t years, as welh as perfons of ‘ 


the moft advanced age, are now relieved, and fuccefsfully freed — 


from this cruel diforder, by the work of our hands,: \In this 
inftance, our fuperiority to the ancients is. inconteftably manifeft, 


and it. is’ a fuperiority which we owe entirely “to! the fagacity : 


and Jabour of our own countrymen ‘in the courfe of ‘the laft 
century. Several other inftances might here be added, ‘which 
would equally tend to illuftrate the fame fuperiority ; but thefe ate 
fufficient to fettle the comparifon. It may not, however, be im-~ 
proper to remark that, as Anatomy and Surgery are fifter arts; it 1s 
evident that any improvement in the one; muft have been attended 


with fome advantages to the other. In:this view, the Surgery of the — 


moderns will appear in the moft confpicuous and favourable light. 
The feveral parts of the human body have never been fo accurate— 
- ly deferibed, and confequently the ufes of them have never before: 


been fominutely inveftigated and fo indifputably afcertained, as they — 


have been’ by the modern phytiologifts. “The difeovery'of the cif 


culation of the blood, in the lat century, by our laborious and 


accurate countryman Dr. Hirvey, frft opened a new’ feéne to 
the eyes of the medical world. This, and the difcoveries immedi- 


ately connected with it, reduced the practice of Surgery as‘well'as’ . 


Phyfic to fixed and:rational principles ; for we certainly become 
much better fitted to perform furvical operations when, from pre 


- vious-anatomical knowledge, we know exactly How to'decount for 


, 


the confequences of them. 


A 
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‘ Upon'the whole, then, it may be fairly concluded, that the prefent’ 
practice of Surgery is fuperior in mot refpects to that. of the 


ancients. This, however, affords us no reafon for neglecting the 


= we 


perufal of their works. We fhall findthey abound in found pre- 


cepts and accurate obfervations, which the lagacity of the moderns: 
has not been able either to contradict or improve.  Befidéss it is 
natural to fuppofe, that whoever traces the’ progreis of medicine 


and furgery, from their firft rife, with a {pirit of attention and 
enquiry, will, in ‘all, likelihood, be furniihed with new’ and 


interefting idéas, which might otherwile entirely efcape his ébfer~ | 


vation. ‘It is, in faét, highly beneficial to the mind, to be fami- 
liarized with the contemplation of the gradual improvements, or’ 


various revolutions, which any feience may have undergone. “The 


~ aficients therefore may not improperly be contidered as perfons of 


an extraordinary ftature, the Ratagonians of cliirurgical f{cience, 
who, taking us up in their arms and raifing us above their own 
heads, difcover profpects and countries to us, which they themfelves 


could never diftinguifh.— If an Inftory of the rife and: progrefs | 


‘of our art be material, as we contend, to the accomplihments 
of a chirurgical education, it may not be improper to conclude: 
this {ketch with a fhort: inquiry inte circumftances of {till more 
 iunmediate importance, namely, ‘the . ee 
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QUALIFICATIONS NECESSARY TO FORM A Goop SURGEON, 


i 4 a ay 
THERE is undoubtedly no profeffion in which greater natural 
qualifications are required, than our own. ‘The more liberal Nature 
has been in her gifts, the more carefully her firft impreflions 
_ have been cultivated by rational education, by fo much the better 
will a man ‘be fitted for the practice of it. ae Pi 
Youth, firmnefs, dexterity, acute fenfation, found judgment, and 
humanity, are the qualifications which may be confidered as ne= 
céffary for a Surgeon. i ae 
4a. We fhall begin with Youth, by whichis meant that period of 

life when the body and mind are fuppofed to be arrived at their 
fulleft vigour. Celfus tells us, “* E/fe autem Chirurgus debet 
adolefcens, aut certé adolefcentie propior’’—{fo that, if a man has 
made good ufe of his time, and has acquired fufficient knowledge to 
direct him, he cannot well be too young to perform operations. 
On the other hand, there is a time perhaps, if a man is willing to 
preferve the reputation he has acquired by long and extentive 
practice, when he fhould lay atide the knife, and content himfelf 
with fuperintending the operations of others. "The very cautions 
which age naturally brings along with it, are apt to degenerate 
into a timidity highly unfavourable to that adroitnefs which fhould 
diftinguifh the motions of a good operator. | } 

2. Firmnefs, is the fecond qualification of a Surgeon, and is 
indeed extended to the mind as well as the body. It implies refo- 
lution to go through his operations, however hazardous or fevere, | 
undifturbed by any external or accidental circumftances, unmoved 
by the cries of the patient, and unawed by the prefence of the fpec- 
ftators, however numerous or refpectable. It implies prefence of 
mind, to enable him inftantly to determine in what manner he 
{hall act if any unexpected accident or appearance fhould occur 
in the courfe of his operation. If, for inftance, while he is ampu- 
tating, his Tourniquet were to break, or if fome large veffel thould, 
in any Operation, run out of the ufual courfe, and come in the 
way of his knife when he has reafon to think himfelf at fome 
diftance from it, And laftly, firmnefs implies, a fleady, unfhaking 
hand—“ Manus firenua, /tabilis nec unquam intremifcens.”? i 

_3- Dexterity ina Surgeon argues a manner of fo ufing his inftru- 
ments, that he fhall appear not to be embarraffed with them. It 
argues agility of motion, fo as to finifh an operation withall con- 
vemient difpatch ; and neatnefs in performing it, fo that his inci- 
fons fhall not be carried on in parts where there is no need of 
them, nor the parts incifed left unequal or jagged, either of which’ 
circumftances is very unfeemly in the eyes of the byftanders. It 
alfo requires, that the Surgeon fhould be equally ready with his 
left, as his right hand, * Nec minus finiffra quam dextra prompius”? 
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As Acute fenfation, or having all the fenfes in their moft perfec — 
ftate, is extremely neceflary to a Surgeon, _Celfus confines. this 
to the fight “© Acies- occulorum acer et clara.” But in this, he is _ 
furely guilty. of an error. ‘The fteady penetrating eye of the + 
eagle may indeed. prove very ufeful to the praétitioners of Our, 
art, but there are many cafes where this is of little avail unlefs we. 
appeal to the teltimony of the other fenfes alfo. It is poffible, that. 

~ unftances may occur, where the delicacy of the touch, the quick- . 
nefs of the hearing, the nicety of the {mell, and forvertrnee? even 
the diftinguifhing property of the tafte, are abfolutely needful to 
dire&t our judgment.- How frequently does it happen, when we 

cannot be determined by one fenfe, that we call in another to its- 
affiftance, and thus from the combination of both, form a diagnof- 

_ tic, which we fhould not have been able Lo afcertain from either 

of them feparately ? ay 
5. A found judgment is, on many accounts, of tlie utmoft 
importance. It enables the Surgeon to form judicious prognottics, : 

by which he may calculate the chances for or againft the fuccefs . 

of any operation propofed. It is often not lefs ufeful in deciding : 
for the patient’s utmoft poflible advantage, than in preferving his 
own reputation and keeping up the credit of his art. It teaches. 
him to deteimine’ with precifion the time neceflary for performing 
an ‘operation, leads him to. the choice of the beft methods of exe- 
cuting it, or perhaps furnifhes him -with the more laudable and 
happy contrivance of recovering his patient. re more gentle 

_means. 

6. Humanity i is the laft qualification mentioned as perettiry 4 for a 
Surgeon ; and though laft, not the leaft important and laudable. 
This indeed is the cardinal qualification of all; it reflects a. luftre 
on the reft, and completes the true character of the man, as well 
as of the Surgeon. The exercife of it is required in two ways, 
firft, humanity in operat tion, and fecondly, tendernefs in our lan- 
guage and behaviour towards the patient. Humanity 1 in operating 
fhould induce us to’ put an end to our, patient’s fufferings as.foon 
as we can, and alfo to perform this fevere though neceflary tafk i 
_terfuch a manner as {hall be attended with the leaft pofible degree 
of pain.. Befides the fatistfaction neceffarily refulting to ourfelves 
from the con{cioufnels of having been aétuated by fuch: motives, it 
may even, be of great co: fequence to the fuccefs of the under- 
taking ; for no one cat be ignorant how dangerous to the patient 
is the inflammation that- often fucceeds an “operation, and it is 

equally ‘obvious, that a long continuance of tharp Pall is very 
likely to’ produce 6r increvfe it. 

Th the performance of an operation, the Surgeon thould be on 
his. guard, not to hazard the final fucects of it, through a wifh to 
be expeditious, ‘It'has been too common, to eltimate the degree 
of excellence due to an operator, by the number. of minutes in 

+ re yh t LA's ; war. £ > 


~ 


we te 
. fap 


: 
\ ¥ 


INDRODUCTION: . © > Sali 


which his work. has been performed. The with to acquire a. 
“reputation for fuperior dexterity fhould have no exiftence in the 
mind on fuch an occafion ; it is a principle dangerous. to the pa- 
tient, though gaining his approbation, equally with that of the {pec- 
tators, by the {peedy end put to his. fufferings. But ‘furely this 
proves a cruel lenity tothe one, anda ‘fhort-lived triumph to the 
other, if, in the event, it appears that either too much or too little 
has been done, and if, as too commonly happens, the patient 
either fails of obtaining the expected cure, or lofes a life which 
a more deliberate operation might have preferved. On thefe 
-occafions, we fhould rather be careful not to lofe time than 
anxious to gain its : | } . | 
Tendernefs in our behaviour needs not an argument to enforce its 
neceffity. It is not lefs honourable to the human than to the 
profeffional character; and furely the dittreffles of our fellow. 
creatures and the pain weare often obliged to inflict upon them, is 
fufficient to fofien the hardeft heart, and to raife the tender emotions 
of compaffion within us! When we are obliged to arm our hands 
with feel, thall we likewife fteel our hearts, and on our brows 
wear terrors, if poflible, more. formidable to the fufferer than 
the knife we hold? On the contrary, let us endeavour, by 
complacency of afpect, foftnels of fpeech, and gentle handling, 
to footh the pangs of agony and torture; and let us ftrive, 
by perfuafive language, to reconcile the patient to his fuffer- 
ings; this will enable him to fubmit with patience ar leaft, 
if not with willingnefs, to his fate, and blefs the friendly hand 
that infli€ts the wound. Swaviter in modo fortiter in re, is a maxim 
we ought always to have in our minds on -thefe trying occafions. 
To /ludents in the art of Surgery, no language can too powerfuily 
enforce the ‘neceflity of cheri{hing in their hearts this amiable and, 
to them, moft indifpenfable virtue. It is their bufinefs to attend 
the hofpitals, where the poor become the immediate objects of 
their careand management. It is, perhaps, not unjultly, confider-: 
ed as the opprobrium of medical men, that they have contiderations 
for the rich, in which the poor are not thought worthy to be: 
fharers. Though youth be “ prone to compafhon ,”’ yet its hafty 
and inconfiderate fallies are but too apt to break forth in harfh and 
indignant expreflions: But it fhould be confidered, that thefe un- ~ 
happy people whom want and difeafe have driven to jeek relief in 
an hofpital, have, on this account, a double claim. to the atten- 
’ tion and tendernefs of thofe to whofe management their cafes are 
~configned. An hard lot has been their portion in: life, and with 
this additional weight of mifery. there is little need to wound their 
feelings by rough and unqualified language, or by a kind of treat- 
ment which tends to deprefs them yet more wih a fenfe of their 
dependent and helplefs fituation. When drefings are either re. 
_ moved or applied, it fhould be done with a gentle hand, and in a 


“ 


si INPRODUOTIONS «= - 


manner which would convineé the! byftandéts that it is not the 
- Surgeon’s intention to give pain if hé can avoid it. A contraty cons 
duct may even prove an obitacle to a practitioner’s fuccefs in life; 
for, fhould he ufe himfelf to behavé -harfhly and with rifdénefs to. 
- the poor, it is an habit that will incréafe upon him, dnd dt length 
render his manners coarfe and offenfive, even to thofe on whofe 
liberality the emoluments of his future praéticé may ina ‘great mea~ 
fure depend. To obtain the bleffings of the poor, is one way to 
feeure the confidence of the wealthy.  - : te | 
Wecomenowtoconfider the acquired knowledgeneceflary tomake 
a good Surgeon. On this point we fhall make one general obferva- | 
tion, to wit, that the more extenfive and univerfal a man’s know- 
. ledge is, the better fitted will he be for the exercife of other learned 
’ profeffions as well as our own, But, not to alarm or difcou- 
rage young perfons by confidering the fubject too extenfively, or 
by a vain difplay of {cience, it is neceflary here to mention only 
. that knowledge which itis abfolutely neceffary they fhould acquire, 
~ Vf they are as converfant as they ought to be inthe matter propofed 
to their indufiry and application in this work, the knowledge they 
_will then have attained, cannot but raife a fpirit of inquiry in 
their minds which will lead them fo more important exertions. | 
It is abfolutely neceflary, before young perfons apply themfelves 
to Surgery, that they fhould have had, in their earhieft days, at 
leaft a liberal, and in fome degree a claffical, education. A know- 
ledge of Greek we fhall not abfolutely infift upon, though no man 
who wifhes.to fecure to himfelf the reputation of learning iff any — 
efcience can accomplith that end without it. The technical terms. 
in medicine, as well as in moft other {ciences, are dérived from that 
fource : we have a few indeed which are borrowed from the Arabic 
tongue, among which is the word cataru€y a diforder called by the 
Greeks. vmdyucn. But we have alréady feen in the hiftory. of our 
art, that the. furgical knowledge of the Arabians was chiefly dé- 
duced from the Greeks. | ' i | 
In the Latin language the ftudent ought to be well verfed ; hé 
may indeed comprehend the principles of the profefiion without it, 
but it is in‘fuch con(tant ufe, and there are fo many Latin books 
daily publifhed, both in our own and in foreign countriés, that a 
knowledge of this language can fearcely be difpenfed with. Tranf- 
Jations indeed generally appear to fupply this deficiency, but — 
there is nothing fo fatisfactory as the perufal of a book as it comes 
out of the author’s own hands ; and befides, it may and ofteh does 
happen, that works of great merit remain untranflated for a great 
length of time, fo that here a confiderable impediment to the acqui-~ 
fition of knowledge may occur to a perfon ignorant of the’ Lativ 
tongue. a aay ‘ iW 
On the fame ground we would recommend a knowledge’ of 
_the French, faficiently, at leat, to: enable the pupil to read and 
~underftand it perfeétly. In this language and the Latin he will — 
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find many principal fources from whence information in chirurgi- 
cal matters may be procured. Some confiderable advantages may 


likewiafe be reaped fromm the ftudy of books written in the German 


language, tranflations of which have never appeared. HeisTER’s 
ufeful fyflem of Surgery was. publifhed in that language in the — 
year 1718; and did not appear in Latin till more than twenty, 
years after. ‘The Englifh tranflation was made from. this latter 
edition, fo that,thofe of our countrymen who had the misfortune 
to be deficient in.thefe refpects, were deprived of the information 
they might have gathered from that excellent work during, the 
fourth part of a century. a, | 

for thefe reafons, all gentlemen who apply themfelves to Sur- 
gery, and who are acquainted with none but their native tongue, 
{hould acquire a knowledge of other languages; a taflk they wilh 
find by no means difficult, fince a critical knowledge of them is 
not required. ‘Lhere is at leaft an obvious neceflity for, fuch a 
progrefs as will enable them to range through foreign fields, as 
well as through their native meadows, and prevent. the choicelk 
flowers of the former from efcaping their obfervation entirely., 

The next and moft important acquifition is a, knowledge of 
the powers and properties of medicines. “Che various fubitances of 
the Materia Medica, the different clafles of the vegetable, mineral, 
and animal kingdoms, fo. far as they relate to phytic, fupply all the 
feveral applications ufed externally in Surgery. lf therefore we 
are ignorant of the qualities of thefe fubltances, we may commit 


‘the groffeft miftakes in the ufe of them. Inftead of an emollient, 
We may apply an efcharotic ; and inftead of a ftimulating appli- 


€ation, we may perhaps preferibe an anodyne. Without this 
knowledge it is impoflible to practife our profeffion with any degree 
of credit or fuccefs; though by fome it may pofhibly be argued, 
that we fhould have learned thefe things equally trom experience. 


‘Ifthere be any young Surgeons who are difpofed to take what they 


hear for granted; and can fit down fatished with being told that 
fuchand fuch things are fo, without being anxious to enquire 
into the reafons why they are fo; if when they have it in their 
power to inveltigate the true principles upon which the action of 
any medicine is founded, they neglect the opportunity of being 
acquainted with them, and, like mere empirics, inattentive to the 


peculiar habit of their patients, or the variety of appearances fo. 


frequent in the fame difeafe in different-perfons, content themfelves 
with knowing that any one medicine has been ufed with repeated 


fuccefs in the fame cafe ; to fuch we can only fay, that the practice 


of our profeffion is very improper for minds fo fupine and unin-. 


quifittive. Nothing can be more neceflary therefore than a 


knowledge of the materia medica, and confequently of Pharmacy, 
which is nothing more than the art of mixing the feveral artigles 
of the materia medica, fo as. to produce combinations capable of 


effecting what cannot be done by any folid or fluid fubftance fingly, | 


- 
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~_ The laft point to be infifted on’as demanding particular atten. 
tion, is the ftudy.of Anatomy. ©The human body, being the fubjeét ‘ 
‘ of our operations, how fhall we be able to perform them properly, 
if we are ignorant of the conftruétion of the machine on which — 
we are to work ? A complete and thorough knowledge of Anatomy it is 
_ abfolutely neceffary to acquire; and thie method to be purfued in- 
order to attain it, muft be the work of our own hands. Mere aural 
inftru€tion is not fufficient ; we may attend. the moft ‘ingenious _ 
and inftructive le€tures in Anatomy, without being fitted for the: 
-exercife of our profeffion.—It is therefore neceffary for us to. iffed?, 
to trace and infpect the feveral parts of the human body with our 
own hands and eyes 3 and this, with careand affiduity, we may get 
fufficiently acquainted with the {tru€ture and formation of the 
human machine to attempt any operation -that Surgery requires, 
‘Upon this very effential point a young Surgeon muft fpare no pains, 
nor ever letilip an opportunity of diflecting whenever it may acci- 
dentally prefent itfelt*. Betides the proper anatomical knowledge 
‘that cannot but be acquired by this means, he will reap another and 
_ very confiderable advantage from it: the practice of frequent diffec- 
tion will make the ufe of the knife become ealy and familiar, fo that 
when he 1s obliged to apply it upon the living body, it will bedone - 
with greater dexterity, and confequently much more to his own 
fatisfaction, as well as to that of the byftanders. piSceclen 
But the ftudy of Anatomy does not ftop here; it isan extenfive 
field, which, when diligently explored, opens a profpect compre- 
hending the whole unbounded hemifphere of fcience. It is not’ 
enough that we fhould know the names, fituation, and connection 
of the feveral arteries, veins, nerves, mufcles, tendons, and other 
* conftituent parts of the human frame; we muft alfo learn their 
refpective powers and ufes. We muft be well verfed ‘in the phy- 
frology of the machine; for, if we are ignorant’of this, how fhall we 
be able to determine when any of the funétions of the animal 
ceconomy are interrupted or deftroyed by contutions, wounds, or 
other accidents, the particular part on which the injury has fallen ?° 
[ff for inftance, we are ignorant of the action of the Diaphragm, 
in the office of refpiration, how can we poffibly have any conception 


* Having alluded to the dificulty which young ftudents find in meeting 
with opportunities of diffitting, we may here take occafion to obferve, that, 
although the good of mankind has been. fo greatly promoted by the im- 
provement of medicine through that of Anatomy, and although the infpec- 
tion of dead bodies is yet fo likely to prove of confequence to living ones. 
(the difcoveries hitherto made bearing no proportion to what remain to 
i reward the diligence of future enquirers), the empty prejudices of the vulgar 
_ even find a fanction in the opinions of the firft legiflative affembly in this» 
kingdom, and, from the lips of one of the learned fages of the law, we are. 
inftructed, that the diffection of the body after death is an addition to the. 
puni/oment inflicted in criminal cafes. Mich to his honour, a certain active, 
humane,-and intelligent member, brought into the Houfe of Commons a 
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of the fymptoms attending a wound of that mufcle? Phyfology 
therefore is of infinite ufe’to a’ Surgeon, in indicating the diag~ 
noltic figns of the injuries the internal parts may have fuffered ; 
and by this he may be led, not only to form-his prognoftic with 
judgment and precifion, but -alfo to diftinguifh where the remedy 
fhould be applied, if the cafe be within the affiftance of his art. 
Now that we have enumerated the feveral tequitites and accom- 
plifhments which conftitute a good Surgeon, what {hall we think: 
of thofe perfons who have endeavoured to lower the rank of 
this branch of the medical profeffion, by afferting that Surgery 
is a mere mechanical art, and improperly dignitied with the appel« 
lation of a feience? Does then the penetration by which the Sur- 
geon difcovers injuries concealed from the fenfes, does the know- 
ledge which conduéts his hands in the niceit operations, does the 
falutary refolution with which he fepara‘es parts otherwife deftruc- 
tive to the whole machine, do all thefe wonderful afliftances, fo 
beneficial in preferving the lives and health of mankind, entite 
him only to be ranked among the meaneft mechanics? Does 
the ufe he makes of his hands depreciate the powers of his under- 
ftanding ? Or, are'the actions of’ the body inconfiftent with the> 
powers of the mind? Surely no; Surgery and Science are infepa- 
table from each other. It is founded on principles, the application 
of which, in. many inftances, demands the utmoft fagacity ‘and 
penetration; and after all, thefe are no more than elementary prin- 
ciples, fince the mind, which has already affiduoufly collected and 
{tored itfelf with thefe fundamental truths, has then a fecond tafk 
to perform, to wit, the extenfion of its power in the application of 
them.» Its utmoft activity muft here be exerted in feparating or 
combining thefe principles, and adapting them, with a variety of 
intentions fuited to the different circumf{tances of difeafe, and the 
complicated appearances which are liable ‘unexpectedly to occur. 
Indeed, where nature, and not the Surgeon, performs the work, a 
fervile imitation of the practice of others may feem to fucceed, and 
even abfceffes, ulcers, and many other chirurgical diforders, may 
yield to our applications as it were by chance ; but, not Knowing 9 
what principles thefe cures take place, we cannot airogate to our- 
felves any merit in a favourable event. me 


Bill, one claufe of which would have rendered the practice of robbing the 
- graves to fupply the demands of the diffecting room no longer neceflary 3 un 
claufe, which gave to the improvement of this important fcience the Vvic- 
tims of public juftice, but which was over-ruled in another place by the 
grave argument already ftated. How fhall we ¥econcile this condu@ of 
the learned lord with that admirable maxim in the Effay on Crimes and 
Punifhments, which enjoins, that the law fhould punifh a culprit with the 
leaft of real and the moff of feeming Jeverity ?—(See this Effay by the Mar- 
quis Beccaria, page 44.) Had not Anatomiits laboured under thefe reftraints 
inthe early ftate of medicine, our knowledge of the human machine, and 
confequently of the difeafes to which it is incident, would not have been fo 
limited at this day. : 


_—-poflible. | 


De 


_ Smce then the art of Surgery is of fo important aynature, “a 
fince it requires fuch an extent and, variety of knowledge, we 
furely have {ufficient reafon to reckon it among the {ciences ; and 
thofe who defign to. make themfelves thoroughly mafters of it, 
will even fina it a f{cience not to be attained without great labour’ 
and perfeverance. li is neceflary therefore to apply toit earneftly, 
and with attention, not only becaufe our characters and fortunes” 
are at ftake, but hecaute the lives of our fellow-creatures are in. 
our hands, and we cannot but fhudder to think what deftrudtive’ 
confequepces may refult from our ignorance or neglect. As an 

‘additional incitenient to induftry, let it farther be remembered, - 
that our operations, being always performed publicly, and the 
effe€is of them evident to all prefent; we are conftantly expofed to 
the cenfures of malignant and envious characters, who may pofkibly. 
be difpofed to put the worft conftruction even on our beft defigns, | 
and feize all occafions that offer to magnify our moft trifling mif- 
takes, and reprefent-all inaccuracies as much to our prejudice as 

We cannot conclude thefe hints without extending our admo-' 
nitions to another point, not unworthy the attention of all defcrip- 
tions of medical men, but more efpecially deferving to be incul- 
cated into the minds of thofe who are about to engage in practice. 

We mean their relative duties towards fociety and each other, a 

fubject which indeed forms a diftinct ground of confideration from 
that which regards ouly the direct exercife of, chirurgical talents, 
but which certainly ought to have an indifpenfabledhare im the 
completion of a good Surgeon’s character. “he ingenuous prac- 
titioner will ftudioufly avoid all thofe illiberal and unfair arts, which 
have been found to diminith the importance and blemith the repu- 
tation of other learned profeffions, yet which, it muft be owned, 
are fometimes practifed to the extreme degradation and difgrace of 
our own. ‘Thole who are thus capable of treating each other} 
have, if poffible, fewer fcruples to preferve their condu& to the ~ 
community at large, within the ftrict bounds of honour.and reéti- | 
tude 5 and this being the cafe, it is highly incumbent on every one 
to know and appreciate the diltinction between an honourable pre- 
eminence in the profetion and the too prevalent mode of ftealing 
into public notice by methods which are in themfelves unworthy if 

_ not difgraceful; which tend to deftroy the confidence of the public 
in all things that concern the profeffion; and which induced an 
ingenious, yet fometimes mifanthropical writer, to regard the me= 
dical art, as praCtifed in his ‘time, with contempt and:abhorrence ; 
to. repreient phyiic as a trade, equally deftructive to’ the interefts 

-and happinefs of mankind; and to infift, that its boafted advan- 
tages in relieving the difeafes of the body, are only obtained at the, 
expence of all that is falutary to the mind. “ Un corps débile,”” 
fays M. Rousseau, “affoiblit ’ame. Dela Pempire de la Méde=. 
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“ cine, art plus pernicieux aux hommes que tous les maux qu’il pré- 
‘tend guérir. Je ne fais, pour moi, de quelle maladie nous 
‘ ‘guériffent les Médicins, mais je fais qu’ ils nous en:donneni des 
« bien funeftes, la lacheté, Ja pufillanimité, la crédulité, la terreur de 
Ja mort: s’ils guériffent le corps, ils tuent le courage. Que nous 


« importe quwils faffent matcher des cadavres ?—Ce font des hom- . 


mes qu’ilnous faut, et on n’en voit point forur de leurs mains.” 
Emite, Liv. i. p.60. Thefe cenfures, it is true, too indifcrimi- 
nately affe&t the art and thofe who pradtife it; yet 1t were well 
if a liberal, difintereited, and benevolent conduct, in medical men, 
more directly tended to contradict thefe very fevere and pointed 
animadverfions. Ina country where Medicine and Surgery are 
held in higher eftimation than in any other, and where the practice 
of them meets the moft liberal encouragement, there can be no 
excufe fhould they fail to benefit mankind in the moft ample and 
effentia) manner. | “a \ 4 
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Genus XXV, ARTHROPUOSIS. 


Lumbago pfoadica,'Sauv,. fp..6. Fordyce, Practice of Phyfic, 
PC 4t. De 40> , 5 

Lumbago apoftematofa, Sauv. fp. 12. | 

Lumbago ab arthrocace, Sauv. {p. 17- 

~ Afchias ex abfceflu, Sauv. fp. 6. 

* = Morbus coxarius, De Haen, Rat. Med. Vol. I. c. xxxii. 


"Tuts is a difeafe very much refembling the rheumatifin ; but 
differing botl from it and the gout, in that it occations fuppura= 
tions, which they feldom or never do. It frequently, according 
to Sauvages, attacks the pfoas mufcle; and occafions excruciating 
pains, and then a collection of matter named /umbar abfcefs. 
’ Dr. Ferriar, of Manchefter, recommends the following lini- 
ment, which he fays affords great relief in this difeafe, at leatt 
while in the ftate of 2 rheumatic affection : 7 
(No, 159.) B, Camphorz 31}. 
Ung. refine Have 33. 
Saponis nigr. Zfs. 
. » Mifce fiat Linimentum. bio emiyi) fyscket 
The only cure is, if fuppuration cannot be prevented, to dif 
charge by a valvular opening the matter’ contained, which, would 
otherwife be abforbed and occafion a fatal hectic. .See SURGERY. | 
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Exanthema, Sag. Clafs X. rapiteavo ontt 
. Phlegmafiz exanthematice, Sauy. Clafs IIL,.Ord. f.. 
_ Morbi exanthematici, Zza. Clafs I. Ord. II. 
_.. Febres exanthematice, Vog. Clafs I, Ord. II.. 
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Genus XXVI. ERYSIPELAS. 


St. ANTHONY’s FIRE. 


Eryfipelas, Sauv. gen. 97. Lin. 10. Sag. gen. 296, 
Febris eryfipelacea, Vog. 68. Hoffin. 11. 80. . 


Sp. I, ERysIpesas with Biifters. 


Eryfipelas rofa, Sauv. fp. 1. Sennert de febr, lib. ii. c. 15. 
Febris eryfipelatofa, Sydenham, fect. vi. Cap. 5. 
Eryfipelas typhodes, Sav. fp. 2. 

Eryfipelas péftilens, Sauv. fp. 5. 

Eryfipelas contagiofum, Sauv. fp. Q: 


T. Defcription.] The eryfipclas of the face, where this affec- 
tion very frequently appears, comes on with a-cold fhivering, and 
other fymptoms of pyrexia. The hot {tage of this is frequently 
attended with a confufion of the head and fome degree of deli- 
rium; and almoft always with drowfinefs, and perhaps coma, 
The pulfe is always frequent, and comuionly full and hard.— 

When thefe fymptoms have continued for one, two, or at moft 

for three days, an erythema appears on fome part of the face. 

This at firft is of no great extent; but gradually fpreads from the 

part it firft’ occupied to the other parts of the face, till it has af- 

fected the whole ; and frequently from the face it fpreads over the 
hairy fcalp, or defcends on fome part of the cheek. As the rede 

nefs {preads, it commonly leaves, or at leaft is abated in, the parts 

it-had before occupied. All the parts which the rednefs affects. 
are alfo affected with fome fwelling, which continues for fome time 

-after the rednefs has abated. The whole face becomes éonfider- 
ably turgid ; and the eye-lids are often fo much {welled as enti rely 

to fhut up the eyes. When the rednefs and fwelling have conti- 

nued for fome time, there commonly arife, foonér or later, blif-. 
_ ters of a larger’or fmalle¥ fize-on feveral parts of the face. “Thefe 
contain a thin colourlefs liquor, which fooner or later suns ‘out, 

‘The-furface ‘ef the fkin in the‘bliftered places fometimes becomes 

livid and blackith ; but this feldoin goes deeper, or difcovers any 

degree of gangrene afteCting the fkin. On the parts of the face 

not affected with ‘blifters, the cuticie fuffers, towards the end of , 
the difeafe, a confiderable defquamation. Sometimes the tumor 

_ of the eye-lids ends in a fuppuration. ah PMS ERG 

The inflammation coming upon the face does not produce any. 
remiffion of the fever which had before prevailed ; and fometimes — 

the fever increases-with the {preading and increafing inflammation, 
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The infammation commonly continues for eight or ten days; 
and, for the fame time, the fever and fymptoms attending it alfo 
continue. In the progrefs of-the difeafe, the delirium and coma 
attending it fometimes go on increating, and the patient dies apo- 
plectic on the feventh, ninth, or eleventh day of the difeafe. Inv 
fuch cafes it has been commonly fuppoied, thdt\the difeafe is 
tranflated from the external to the internal parts. But Dr. Cullen 
thinks that the affeGtion of the brain is merely a communication 
from the external atfection, as this continues increafing at the 
fame time with the internal. When the fatal event does not take 
place, the inflammation, after having affected the whole face, 
and perhaps the other external parts of the head, ceafes, and with 
that the fever alfo; and, without any other crifis, the patient re- 
turns to his ordinary health. ‘This difeafe is not commonly con- 
tagious; but as it may arife from an:acrid matter externally ap- 
plied, fo it is poffible that the difeafe may fometimes be commu- 
nicated from one perfon to another. Perfons who have once la- 
boured under this difeafe are liable to returns of It. 

2. Prognofis.| The event of this difeafe may be forefeen from 
the ftate of the fymptoms which denote more or lefs the affection 
of the brain. If neither delirium nor coma come on, the difeafe» 
is feldom attended with any danger; but when thefe fymptoms 
appear early in the difeafe, and are in a confiderable degree, the 
utmoft danger is to be apprehended. i ! 

3. Cure.| The eryfipelas of the face is to be cured, according 
to the opinion of foine pra¢titioners, much in the fame manner as. 
phlegmonic inflammation; by blood-letting, cooling purgatives, 
and by employing every part of the antiphlogiftic regimen, (See 
our obfervations under the head of Phlogofis Erythema, p. 333.) 
Many obfervations, however, would lead us to conclude, that, in 
not a few cafes, the concomitant fever has here a tendency to the 
typhoid type; and therefore evacuations apparently ferviceable in 
the firft inftance, have afterwards a bad effe¢t. The evacuations 
of blood-letting and purging are to be employed more or lefs ac-. 
cording to the urgency of fymptoms; particularly thofe which 
mark an affection of the brain, As the pyrexia continues, and 
often increafes with the indammatian of the face, fo the evacua= 
tions above mentioned are to be employed at any time of the difs 
eafe. When, however, the fever, in place of marks of the 
phlogiftic diathefis, particulirly a full, hard, and ftrong pulfe, 
is attended with fymptoms of great debility, and with a fimall 
pulfe eafily compreffible; evacuations, particularly under the 
form of blood-letting, muft be ufed with very great caution. Even 
in fuch cafes, however, the ufe of refrigerant cathartics may {till 
be perfifted in with more fafety and greater advantage. Aide 
Form. (No. 31. and 44.) But whether evacuations have been 
employed or not, when fymptoms of debility ryunto a great height, 
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and marks of a putrefcent tendency appear, recourfe muft be had 
to wine and the Peruvian bark. (Vide Form. No. 13. and 46.) 
In cafes which at the commencement require evacuation, thefe 
are often, in the after periods, employed with very great benefit. 

- In this, as in other difeafes of the head, when that part hap- 
pens to be the feat of eryfipelas, it is proper to put the patient, as 
often as he can eatily bear it, into fomewhat of an erect pofture 5 
and as in this difeafe there is always an external affeCtion, fo va- 
’ rious external applications have been propofed to be made to 
the part affected ; but almoft all of them are of doubiful effect. 

An eryfipelas frequently appears on other parts of the body 
bets the face, and fuch other eryfipelatous inflammations fre- 
quently endin fuppuration ; but thefe cafes are feldom dangerous, 
At coming on they are fometimes’ attended with drowfinels, and 
even with fome delirium ; but this feldom happens, and thefe 
fymptoms do. not continue after the inflammation is formed. 
Dr. Cullen does not remember to have feen an inflance of the 
tranflation of an inflammation from the limbs to an internal part: 
and though thefe inflammations of the limbs be attended with. 
pyrexia, they feldom require the farne evacuations as the eryfipelas 
of the face. 

It is to be ebferved, however, that the eryfipelas in London 
will Jefs admif..of an antiphlogiftic treatment than that which 
“ufually occurs in Scotland: and this difference is perhaps to be 
accounted for merely on the ground of dijeafes of TPL being. 
always more prevalent there than in Edinburgh, 

Notwithitanding the remarks already referred to under the feo 
of Phlogofis Erythema, we fhall here introduce Profeffor Hufe- 
land’s obiervations on the eryfipelas to which #ew-born children are 
liable. 

“© The eryfipelas ‘of new-born children,” fays he, “ is a dileate 
which, on account of its rarity, is not fufhciently known to prac. - 
titioners, “The danger, however, with which it is attended, ren-— 
ders this difeafe worthy of the attention of phyficians, and its na 
ture, as wellas mode of treatment, deferve to be more fully afcer= 
tained by farther refearches. We find very little mentioned on 
this fubject i in medical books, ‘T’he firft who records feveral cafes_ 
of it is Bromfield (Med. Com.) ; it is likewife mentioned by 
Girtanner ; but the, beft account is given by Profeffor Ofiander, 
of Gottingen, in his Memoirs of Phyfic and Midwifery. 

‘“* The difeafe appears in the firft days.of life to the fixth week, 
and there are only a few cafes recorded where children were fain 
with it, Sometimes it is preceded by locked jaw and jaundice, 
Ata fingle place, or on feveral at once, particularly in the lower 
extremities, regio inguinis, the neck, &c, red fpots appear; 
which being at firft but little raifed on the {kin, extend themielves 
afterwards, whereby the parts begin to fwell, and become hard 
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Sind painful. On, preffing the {welling with the finger, the fpot 


where the finger is applied becomes whiie, but without leaving 
a dimple. The colour of the tumor is changed, and becomes | 
dark red and blue; gangrenous blifiers and petechiz appear; the 
joints affected by the difeafe become {iiff, the belly tenfe, and 
locked jaw and jaundice fometimes fupervene a litile before death 
comes on. ‘The difeafe feems, in fome cafes, to originate from 
the epidemical conftitution, at leaft Profeflor Ofiander obferved it 
at the time when many lying-in women were affected by bilious 
and rheumatic fevers. ‘The remote caufes of the difeafe are faid 
to be, bad diet of the mother, a corrupted atmofphere in the nur- 
fery, colds and paffions of the mother or nurfe, as anger, fright, 
&c. obftruéted excretion of the meconium; all which caufes 
feem to act upon the nerves of the belly, particularly on the ors 
gans for the fecretion of the gall, and on the lymphatic fyfiem, 
and vafa laétea, by which the gall rendered acrimonious from the 
morbid irritation, is abforbed, brought to the blood, and depofited 
in the external parts) ‘Che prognotis is doubiful, and the ttrong 
or weak conftitution of the child feems to make no great differ- 
énce. A fuccefsful event may be hoped according to Girtanner, 
when the eryfipelas is confined to fingle places, and when it begins 
to fuppurate, but when it extends itfelf to a greater furface, and 
firft appears on the belly and genitals, or when gangrene fuper- 
venes, the prognofis is very bad; though Bromfield fucceeded in 
faving a child under thefe circumftances. It proves certainly - 
mortal, when the inteftines are affected, or trifmus comes on — 
The difeafe lafts from twenty-four hours to a fortnight, and 
longer. SN i <n AG 
«© The method of cure which has been employed here, though 
on the whole with little avail, confifts in evacuating the intel- 
tinal canal by vomits, and purgatives of rhubarb, manna, mag- 
nefia, and clyfters ; in removing the fpafm by flores zinci, opium, 
frictions with oil and opium applied on the belly and the liver 
region ; in promoting diaphorefis by antimonials, fpiritus Min- 
dereri, warm baths ; and at the tranfition of ‘the infammation. to 
gangrene, in the external and internal ufe of the Peruvian bark, 
camphor, &c. ‘The application of any preparation of lead is 
very noxious, as by repelling the eruption, itis likely to. occafion 
dangerous metaftafis towards the inteftines. It is likewife not 
advifable to make ufe of the bark and camphor, when the difeate : 
is ftill in the inflammatory ftage; though, according to Brom- 
field, it may be of great fervice, when the eryfipelas threatens to 
become gangrenous. It feems, according to what Hufeland has_ 
obferved, that on the whole, baths of warm milk, in combina- 
tion with gentle diaphoretics and antifpafmodics, «as valerian, . 
flores zinci, and in fome cafes mufk, are the beit remedies tor 
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curing this dangerous infantile difeafe. On opening the bodies 
of childen, «ho died of it, Profeffor Ofiander remarked the fol 
lowing: the fcrotum was fwoilen to the fize of an egg, and at 
making an incifion, a yellowifh gelatinous matter iffued, the vef+ 
{els were much extended by blood, the tefticles “and penis not 
{wollen, though their blood veffels were very red. ‘The tela cel-_ 
-lulofa between the integuments of the belly and the peritonzum 
contained alfo a great deal of that gelatinous matter, the veffeis 
being at the fame time full of blood. The abdomen was much 
inflated, and filled with an orange-colduredferum. The ftomach 
was inflamed, and full of gangrenous fpots; in one inflance the 
inteftines were much inflamed, and grown together by pfuedo 
membranes. Between the inteftines a yellow puriform matter 
was here and there difcovered, fimilar to that which is found in 
perfons who die of hepatitis and puerperal fever: The liver and 
fpleen were likewife inflamed, blackifh, and full of flagnant 
blood. The veficula fellea contained half a drachm of black and 
thick gall; and, in another cafe, it was filled with a yellowifh 
jelly, which was alfo contained in the vena umbilicalis. “he pan- 
creas was obdurated, and the lungs fomewhat inflamed.” 

The eryfipelas is a difeafe, which, if the late(t opinions of its nae 
ture have any weight, mult moft frequently belong to the province 
of SuRGERY ; we have therefore noticed it fully in our fubfe- 
quent volumes, where the reader will find fome ftriking inftances, 
adduced by Dr. Wells, a phytician of London, tending to prove, 
that in forme inftances, the eryfipelas is contagious. The following 
paper; inferted in the Medical and Phyfical Journal, by ‘Dr. Stokes 
of Chefterfield, is a continuation of the fame fubject, and has too 
many ingenious points not to merit our’attention. After acknow- 

Jedging his obligations to Dr. Wells for having communicated te. 
the public the reafons which have induced him to adopt the opi- 
nion of thofe who hold that eryfipelas of the face is a contagious 
difeafe, he fays: : | , 

“ This opinion was never advanced by the late. Dr. Cullen, 
though noticed by him. ¢ Ths difeafe,’ fays the Profeffor, ‘ js 

not commonly contagious; but as the difeafe may arife trom an acrid 
matter externally applied (1), fo it is pofible that the difeafe may 
fometimes be communicated from one perfon to another (2).’ 
I will now give you his commentary on this text, as I wrote it 
‘down, “I believe, at the fame time that Dr. Wells took his 
notes. ; ; Rie ; 

“ (7) © The fting of a bee or wafp, I have feen produce all 
the effects of eryfipelas of the face; and it is probable, that acri- 

mony may be-communicated from one perfon to another. — 

(2) * An hofpital phyfician, of fufficiently juft information, 
fays, that they have had inftances of the contagious nature of the 
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difeafe, feveral perfons being affected in the fame room or ward. 
That it has been fo communicated is a fast; but I have a hun- 
dred negative infiances, in which only one in a family has, been 
affected, though there was a free communication between the 
patient and-tle o:her branches of the family.’ ria} 

« | obferve, that in my copy of the profeffor’s text book, I 
have drawn a line through the above paragraph ; but whether by 
the profeffor’s direction or not, I cannot callto mind. 

-& Now, what are we to think of Cullen from the text and 
the commentary? He admits the fact communicated by the hoi 
pital phyfician, but alleges, that he has a hundred negative tn- 

{tances to prove the contrary. Has not every one feen a hundred 
inftances of typhus, ia which onty one in a family has had the 

‘difeafe? But fhould we be juftified in afferting, that fuch a dif- 
eafe was not contagious? Dr. Wells’s conclufion is, that the 
profeffor ‘ was either unconvinced of its truth, or was unwilling 
to acknowledge it ;’ but, if the doG&tor had continued to perule 
the whole of the chapter, he would have found the following paf- 
fage: * We have hitherto confidered eryfipelas as, in a great 
meafure, of a phlegmonic nature; and agreeably to that opinion, 
we have propofed our method of cure. But it is probable, that 
an ervfipelas is fometimes attended with, or is a fymptom of, a putrid 
fever; and in fuch cafes, the evacuations propofed above may 
be improper, and the ufe of the Peruvian bark may be necef- 
fary ; but I cannot be explicit on this fubjeG, as fuch putrid: 
cafes have not come under my obfervation.’ p. 14. 

«© Dr. Wells’s cafes, therefore, confirm the opinion of that 
~ excellent teacher, whom, however I may differ from him on the 
theory of fever, I fhali venture to call the beft writer on medicine 
of the eighteenth century, that ‘it is probable that eryfipelas is 
fometimes attended with, or is a fymptom of, putrid fever.’ 
Dr. W.’s two firft cafes, which occurred in May, 1796, appears 
to me to have been inftances of typhus eryfipelatofa, the eryii- 
pelas typhoides of Sauvages (Nofol. i. 450). Of the nature of 
thofe cafes of eryfipelas cf the face, which occurred in Augult 
and December, Ido not prefume to judge, my experience, hke 
that of Cullen’s, having been hitherto of the negative kind. Such 
of your correfpondents as keep notes of their cafes, may, perhaps, 
afhft us in determining their nature. On the 7th of October, I 
had a cafe of eryfipelas of the face, and another on the gth of 
January, 1797. Lyphus was the prevailing difeafe of September, 

do not remember ever to have loft a patient in eryfipelas of the 
face,. Whether this has been the refult of accident, or to my 
having feldom, if ever, employed vensefection, confining myielf 
to natron vitriolatum, hydrargyrum, and antimonium tartarifa- 
tum, with the occafional ufe of cinchonz, is uncertain. What 
is the nature of eryfipelas of the face in the fen countries Are, 
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not the difeafes of London, in fome meafure, ftill affected by the 
low grounds of Effex??? , 3 : 

Dr. Stokes here fubmits to the confideration of Dr. Wells; 
“whether, if the eryfipelas of the face be at any time a really 
contagious difeafe, we may not éxpeét to find, as in moft conta= 
gious maladies, perfons of all ages in the fame family affected 
with it. I may add too, that ¢ perfons who have once laboured 
under this: difeafe,” as Cullen obferves, ¢ are liable to returns of 
it.” Now, in contagious difeafes, the reverfe has been obferveds 
‘Thofe who have had the fmall-pox are fo feldom liable to be 
affected a fecond time, that every one confiders himfelf as fecure 
from the difeafe. The fame perfon very rarely has the chin~ 
cough; and thofe who have gone through typhus, are certainly 
lefs liable to receive the infe€tion.”? - i ole 


Sp. II. Erysipenas with Phhyétene. ; 


Eryfipelas zofter, Sauv. fp. 8. 
Zona; Anglis, The SHINGLEs, Ruffl de tab. gland. p. I24o 

mG) Blithe ei cet Bae 
Herpes zotter, Sauv. fp. 9. 


_ This differs from the former in no other way than in- being 
attended with an eruption of Phlyctenz or fmall watery bladders 
on feveral parts of the body —The method of cure is the fame. 


Gen, XXVII. PESTIS, vhe Puacur. 


Peftis, Sauv. gen. gt. Lin. 2. Funck. 78. 

Febris peftilentialis, og. 33. Hoffm. II. 93. : 

Peftis benigna, Sauv. fp. 2. Peftis Maffilienfis, Clafs IIT. 
‘Traité de la pefte, p. 41. Ejufdem peftis, Cl. sto. Traité, 
piesa? 

Peftis remittens, Sauv. {p. 9. | it | 

- Peftis vulgaris, Sauv. {p. 1. Peftis Maffil. Cl. ii. Traité, p. 38. 

Ejufd. Cl. iii. & iv. Traité, p. 225, &e. Walafchmidt. de 
pefte Holfatica, apud Halleri Diff. Pra&t. tom. v. Chenot. 
de pefte Tranfylvanica, 1755, 1779, de Haen, Rat. Med. 
pars xiv. is , . 

Peftis Egyptiaca, Sauv. fp. 11. Alpin.de Med. Egypt. 

Peftis interna, Sauv. fp. 3. Peft. Maffl. Cl. 1. Traité, 
Pp. 37—-224. | : 


1. LHiffory.) Of this diftemper Dr. Cullen declines giving 
any particular hiftory, becaule he never faw it; from the accounts. 
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of other authors, however, he is of opinion, that the circums 
flances peculiarly chara¢teric of it, efpecially of its more violent 
and dangerous fiates, are, 1. The great lois of ftrength in the 
animal funétions, which often appear early in the difeaie. 2. The 
ftupor, giddinefs, and confequent ftaggering, which refembles 
drunkennefs, or the head-ach and various delirium, all of them 
denoting-a great diforder in the functions of the brain. . 3. Anxi- 
ety, palpitation, fyncope, and efpecially the weaknets and irre- 
gularity of the pulfe, denoting a confiderable difturbance in the 
action of the heart. 4. Naufea and vomiting, particularly the 
vomiting of bile, which {hews an accumulation of vitiated bile 
in the gall-bladder and biliary ducts, and from thence derived into 
the intettines and ftomach ; and which denote a confiderable fpafm, 
and lofs of tone in the extreme veffels on the furface of the body. 
. The buboes and carbuncles, which denote an acrimony pre- 
yailing in the fluids ; and laftly, the petechiz, hemorrhages, and 
coliquative diarrhaea, which denote a putrefcent tendency prevail- 
ing in a great degree in the mafs of biood. 7 
To thefe charaéteriftics of the plague enumerated by Dr. Cul- 
len, we fhall add one mentioned by Sir John Pringle, which, 
though perhays lefs frequent than the others, yet feems worthy 
of notice. It is this ; that in.the plague there. is an extraordinary 
enlargement of the heart and liver. - In nine diffeCtions of bodies 
dead of the plague at Marfeilles, this extraordinary enlargemeat 
of the heart is taken notice of in all of them, and of the liver iw 


feven of them. The account was fent to the Royal Society by 


M. Didier, one of the phyficians to the king of France, and has 
been publifhed in the Philofophical Tranfactions. In the firft 
cafe, the author takes notice, that, ‘ the heart was of an extra- 
ordinary bignefs ; and the liver was of double the natural fize.— 
Cafe 2. The heart was of a prodigious bignefs, and the liver 
much enlarged.—Cafe 3. The heart double the natural bignefs,— 
Cafe 4. The heart was very large, and the liver was bigger and 
harder than ordinary.x—Cate 5. Ihe heart was of a prodigious 
bignefs.—Cafe 6. The heart was larger than in iis natural ftate; 
the liver alfo was very large. —Cafe 7. The heart was ofa prodi- 
gious fize, and the liver was very large.—Cafe 8. The heart was 
much larger than natural, and the hver of a prodigious fize.— 
Cafe g. The heart was double the natural. bignefs, and the liver 
was larger than ordinary.’’ “This preternatural enlargement, Dr. 
Pringle thinks is owing to the relaxation of the folid parts, by 
which means they become unable to: refift the impetus of blood, 
‘and therefore are eafily extended; as in the cafe of infancy, 
‘where the growth is remarkably quick. _ And a fimilar enlarge- 
ment he takes notice of in the fcurvy, and other putrid difeafes. 

A very elaborate work has fince been publifhed on the fubjeét of 
the plagues by Ds, Patrick Ruflel, formerly phyfician to the Brie 
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tifh fa€tory at Aleppo. In this work, :a very full bitdryt 18 given, 


of the various forms and varieties of the difeates He makes parti-_ 
cular obfervations on the following fymptoms, which, in addition. 
to the peftilential eruptions, he confiders as the moft important | 
concomitants of plague, uiz. fever, delirium, coma, impediment. 
or lofs of f{peech, deatnefs, muddinefs of the eyes, white tongue, | 
flate of the pulfe, refpiration, annie ain of the heart, ‘inquic- 
tude, debility, fainting, convulfions, appearances of thé urine, 
per{piration, vomiting, loofenefs, and hzmorrhagy ; and he con-_ 
cludes thefe remarks ach fome obfervations on the occurrence of 
the plague with pregnant women. ‘To point out more diftinctly 
_the ftable varieties of the difeafe, he arranges the peftilential 
cafes which fell under his obfervation ‘at Aleppo under tix clafless 
and he concludes his defcription with a very minute and particu- 
far account of the peftilential eruptions appearing under the form 
either of buboes, carbuncles, or other exanthemata. The pres) 
‘fence of the two firft, he obferves, either feparately or conjunct!y, 
leaves the nature of the diftemper unequivocal. But fatal has 
been the error of rafhly pronouncing a diflemper not to be the 
‘plague from their abfence. Buboes affected the inguinal, axillary, 
parotid, maxillary, and cervical glands. But the firft were the 
moft commonly atfected, and the two latter feldom obferved to | 
fwell, without either the pater {welling at the time or foon after, | 
OF the carbuncles, Dr. Ruffel defcribes five different varieties. 
“The other éxanthemata, which he obferved fometimes, though | 
lefs frequently, attending the plague, were petechie, a marbled | 
appearance of the fkin, an ‘eryfipelatous ceanens ftreaks of a- 
seddifh purple or livid colour, vibices or weals, and large blue or | 
purple fpots, the macule magne of authors. In fome c: ifes, an 
extraordinary concurrence of eru ptions took place, which was 
chiefly obferved among children nde ten years of age. | 

The following account of fome cafes of the plague, which oc- 
‘curred on board “of a Britith fhip of war, on the coaft of Syria, 
communicated by Dr. Blane, to the editors of the Medica] and | 
Phyfieal Journal, is highly worthy of attention: 

‘In the {pring and fummer of 17¢ 99, the plague prevailed in | 
‘Syria, and was communicated to fome of the Britifh fhips of war 
ee ce on that coait, particularly at the celebrated fiege of St, 
Jean d’Acre.. An account of fome of thefe cafes was fent by 
Mr. Tainth, furgeon of the Thefeus, a feventy-four-gun fhip, | 
to the commiffioners of fick zal wounded feamen; and as there 
feems to be no doubt that thefe were cafes of nae ue plague, | 
from the defcription, as well as from the exiftence of it.on the | 
fpot at that time, as opportunities of ob/erving it rarely occur ta 
practitioners of this country, and as it was luccefsfully treated 
by powerful medicines, thefe cafes feem deferving of being com 
municated to the public, particularly at this moment when the 
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defenders of our country are expofed to that dreadful malady in 
Egypt. 1 pee Ned haa densa es | 
~The greater part of the fymptoms enumerated are fuch as 
mightioccur in a violent fever; but the buboes which were ob- 
ferved in the axilla in three cafes, and in the groin in two cafes, 
out of the five which occurred, ferved, in conjunction with the 
other fymptoms, to characterize and afcertain the: difeafe. The’ 
moft remarkable fymptoms befides thefe ‘were violent vomiting, 
petechia, {welled tongue, redneis of the eyes, fevere head-ach, 
and great debility; rigors, foul tongue, and the other concomi-~ 
tants of fever, alfo attendéd it. But it will be more fatisfactory to 
give the moft interefting. and inftrutive parts of Mr. Tainth’s 
narrative in his own words. Gi he 

CAseE 1.—“ Lhe firft cafe was that of Colonel Philipeaux, a 
French officer, aéting under the orders of Sir Sydney Smith, at 
the fiege of Acre. He was always fearful of the’ plague, and 
dreaded much the touch of any Turk, which kept his mind in a 
flate of continual anxiety. When feized with the’difeafe he — 
would take no medical advice, but drank copioufly ‘of ‘lemonade. 
He died the fourth day of his ilinefs by a haemorthage from the 
bowels, with other fymptoms of a-moft fevere fever. His bed 
and bedding were thrown ‘overboard with him, and every’ pre- 
caution was taken to fumigate and cleanfe the captain’s cabin 
where he died, ity Oe cael | 

Case 2.— No other'cafe occurred till we took feveral French 
boats off Jaffa, with wounded and fick men, after their departure 
from the fiege of Acre. -Thofe apparently in health, paraculanly 
the feamen, were ordered on board the Thefeus, and one of them 
was feized with the fymptoms above defcribed, which in twenty- 
four hours were followed by buboes and extreme debility. Have 
ing at that time no fick, I‘removed him to the fick birth, ordered 
every part of his clothes off, and himfelf to be wafhed from head 
to foot with foap and warm water, after which his head, arm>_ 
pits, and ‘pubis were {haved. He was furnifhed with a clean 
bed, linen, and night-cap, and all his former clothing were thrown 
overboard. IT then’ gave him an emetic, confifting of half a 
drachm of ipecacuanha; and a grain and a-half of tartar emetic ; 
which not having operated freely, it was repeated’in three hours, 
and he difcharged an ‘enormous quantity of bile, vifcid fordes, and | 
tough phlegm. 1 next gave him ten grains of calomel, and fix 
grains of antimofial powder, and repeated them in ‘four Hours ; 
he had, at the fame time, ‘a laxative clyfter, which procured him 
feveral ftools that feemed ‘to give him much relief. He refted 
pretty well, and having fome fever next day the antimonial was 
continued. © Towards the evéning he had an exacerbation, at- 
‘tended with delirium, which left him ‘after the application of a 
blifter to the head, He now complained of a bitter tafte and 
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naufea, with great proftration of ftrength.' I gavechim a feruple 
of ipecacuanha and two grains of tartar emetic, which cleared) the - 
ftomach of a large quantity of difagreeable matter; which gave 
him great cafe.» As he was now free from fever, | determined ta 
give him the Peruvian bark, which was mixed with Port wine, 
and he took it with much pleafure, making figns for more. ‘In 
an hour I Jet him drink half a:pint of Port alone, which: pleafed 
him much; and after this he flept above three hours. On waking 
be was much refrefhed, At bed-time 1 gave him fix grains’ of 
camphor and two of opium, which procured ‘him a good night, 
and next day he was greatly better. As he exprefled much ins 
clination for wine, I gave him fome of the red wine with bark 
infufed in it; but he preferred the wine. by itfelf, which was very 
good, and by promifing him plenty I prevailed on him to take the 
snfufion alternatelyiwith it, regulating the quantity according to 
his fenfations,: . I 
« The buboes continued ftationary during the early part of the 
fever ; but.as foon as he began to take wine and nourifhment, 
they afumed an inflammatory appearance,.with excruciating 
pain. 1 ordered warm fomentations and emollient poultices, and 
he took an opiate at bed-time. As thefe poultices did not feem to 
affift maturation, I ordered others, confilting of foap, affafoetida, 
and onions chopped fmall, which had the defired effect 1 bringing 
them to fuppuration. I opened them with the lancet ; the matter 
was of a thin fanious nature. The poultice being: continued, the 
glands in a clufter protruded through the opening, without. any 
fuppuration, having taken place in their fubftance. I cut them 
away, and dreffed the fore with an ointment compofed of yellow 
bafilicon, mercury, and turpentine, applying the emollient cata~ 
plafm over all; and, in a few days, a good pus was produced, 
He gathered. ftrength daily, fometimes drinking wine, as far as 
two quarts, feldom lefs than three pints, in a diy; he had alfo as 
good a diet as the ward-room table could afford. The cure was 
foon completed, much to my fatisfaétion, and he. returned fome 
time after to France in perfect health. Ssuiptoud Die doen: Goa 
Case 3.— The third, cafe was that,of a, feaman, who was 
fent from. the Thefeus on board of a gun-boat. Having commu-s 
_ nication with the French boats which wé.took, and having drank 
a large quantity of {pirituous liquor, he, was brought on board in 
a ftate of low delirium, his tongue being fwelled and.protruded, 
his fkin being dry, and his mouth parched ;| he had alfo a burn- 
ing fenfation over the whole body, with {wellings in the arm-pits, 
petechia, and univerfal debility.. I could not get him to fwallow 
any thing, and he died in twenty-four hours. few yok 
CAsE 4.—‘* The fourth cafe was that of. our fhip’s corporal, 
Matthew Garland, who had been on. board a large,/boat lying 
along-fide, to diltribute wine and bread tofome. fick and wounded 
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Frenchmen ; their wounds had not been dreffed for three days; 
they were dreffed in the, boat, and fupplied with more dreflings. 
This man was feized with giddinefs and reeling, as if drunk, his 
eyes rolling, and his tongue {welled, protruded, and foul; he bad 
alfo naufea and retching, violent head-ach, fhivering, and extreme 
debility. All his clothes and bedding were thrown overboard, 
himfelf wafhed well with foap, warm waiter, and vinegar, and 
(haved, as mentioned in the fecond cafe.. An emetic was admi- 
niftered, and repeated three times inthe courfe. of twelve ‘hours, 
which evacuated. bile with a mixture of phlegm. At night, after 
the third emetic had operated, 1 gave him ten grains of calomel 
and eight of antimonial powder, and next morning rhubarb with 
infuGion of fenna, tamarinds, and.cfeam of tartar, which pro 
duced vomiting and purging, after which fucceeded a favourable 
change in all the fymptoms, except in the bubo which was fitu- 
ated in the left groin, attended with great, pain. I gave him bark, 
antimonials, wine, vitriolic ather with opium at bed-time, and 
treated the bobo as in the fecond cafe. ‘The wine, bark, zther, 
and opium, were continued, particular attention was paid to the 
{tate of the bowels, and with thefe remedies and a good diet he 
foon recovered. | - 

Case 5.—‘‘ The fifth cafe was that of a Frenchman. After 
taking emetics,.calomel, and rhubarb, which operated freely, he 
was feut on fhore to Alexandria, and | learned afterwards from a 
French officer.that he recovered, 

«“ Mr. Tainth obferves at. the conclufion of his letter,’’ fays 
Dr. Blane, “ that the only precaution he ever took againtt infec= 
tion was, previoufly to touching the perfon, to rub his hands 
flightly over with olive oil, and on leaving the fick-birth, to wath 
it off with warm vinegar, water and foap. sig tyu: 

“ Though it is to be regretted that there are fome points of 
importance which have been omitted in the narrative of thefe 
cafes, fuch as the interval between the time of receiving the in- 
fection ard the appearance of the difeafe ; the particular day of 
the difeafe on which certain fymptoms arcfe, on which certain 
remedies were employed, and on which death took place ; and 
though the treatment of the local complaint may appear to {ome 
not agreeable to, the rules of correct furgery, yet there are. other 
points fo inflructive and novel, as to render this communication 
very interefting. | : 

“ Though the cafes are not fufficiently numerous to be confi- 
dered as the grounds of an eftablithed practice, yet it muft be — 
confeffed that the method of cure was yndertaken upon very ra- 
tional principles, and founded on the analogy of the treatment 
of other difeafes. All febrile difeafes admit of fpontaneous reco~ 
very 3 and a patient may, no doubt, occafionally {uryive, in fpite 

VOL, II, . Cc 


Cee PLAGUE, 


of improper practice but the means employed in thefe eafes 
were of fo active a nature, that they could hardly have failed to 


_ have proved vifibly pernicious, had they not been adapted to the — 


complaint. From the terror naturally excited by this difeafe, — 
there is a great want of practical facts ; and Mr. Tainth having, 
much to his lronour, attended thefe eafes with great deliberation — 
and conftancy of mind, his method of treatment feems highly — 
deferving of notice and imitation. © , 

“© ‘The methods of prevention that were ufed are no lefs defery- 
ing of attention. The minute accuracy and great pains with 
which all adhering infection was deflroyed, cannot be too much 
commended ; and it is to be prefumed that the fafety of the at- > 
tendants and fhip’s company was owing to this. 

“ Mr. ‘Tainth obferves, that this difeafe is not fo contagious 
as is commonly fuppofed; and afcribes its arifing and conftantly 
prevailing in Turkey, and not in the reft of Europe, to the un- 
cleanly habits, and to the careleffhefs, indolence; and indifference 
of the Mahomedans, in confequence of the religious tenet of pre= 
deftination. When the plague was in this country, it chiefly 


~affected the loweft order of the people, who lyed in iH-ventilated 


habitations, and were uncleanly in their perfons. This is a remark 
of Lord Clarendon, in the hiftory of his own life; and he fays, 
that upon his return to London, he and the other people of con- 
dition, hardly miffed ene of their acquaintance who remained 
there during the plague. It has iong been. afcertained that the. 
{phere of peftilential contagion is very fmalf; and fome are of 
opinion. that abfolute. conta€t is neceflary im order. to its being 
caught. However this may be, it is evident that it peculiarly 
affects the inhalents of the fkin, and not the organs and avehues: 
of refpiration, like moft other infe€tious febrile difeafes. All the 
peculiar difcritminating fymptoms of the plague are in proof of 
this, namely, the buboes, parotids, and carbuncles. It is re- 
marked by Dr. Ruffell, with his ufual accuracy of obfervation, 
that the glands of the groin which are affected with buboes in the 
plague, are not thofe which are affe€ted in the venereal difeafe, 
but thofe fituated under them, through which the lymphatics of 
the lower extremities pafs. The fwellings of the axillary and 
parotid glands are alfo in the fituations we fhould expedt from 
the abforption of virus by thofe parts of the furface of the body 
which are moft expofed to the air, and the contaé& of externak 
bodies. Carbuneles are alfo in proof ef the conneGtion of this 
difeafe with cutaneous abforption ; and upon thefe grounds we 
cannot but allow that the friction with oil had probably a great 
effect in preventing the abforption of the peftilential virus, and 
that this, as well as the other facts contained in this communica= 
tion, ought to. be made known to thofe who are likely to be ex- 
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pofed to this contagion, or whofe duty it is to give directions for 
the prevention of this dreadful epidemic.’’ ) | 

It appears, however, that the dreadful appellation of “ the 
Plague,” is fometimes given to other contagious difeafes; and- 
even to fome*of a very oppofite medical character. A moft cu- 
rious inftance of this occurs in the cafe of a gentleman who la- 
boured under the epidemic remittent fever of Bufforah, in the 
year 1780, as it was drawn up by himfelf, and accompanied with 
a detail of yarious circumftances by the late Mr, Hunter. 

This interefting paper is inferted in the Tranfactions of the 
London Society for the improvement of Medical and Chirurgical 
Knowledge, and is introduced by Mr. Hunter with the following 
preliminary remarks : 

“ The following cafe,”’ fays Mr. Hunter, ‘ is that of a gen- 
tleman, not unacquainted with medical learning, though not of 
the profeflion. To this circumftance it is owing, that an expla- 
nation is neceflary of the fenfe annexed to the term plague, which 
occurs frequently. The author ufes it ina fomewhat vague fenfe, 
but probably fuch as is cufomary at Bufforah; and calls by that 
name the remittent fever, which prevails every year, with various 
degrees of violence, in confequence of the annual overflowings 
of the Euphrates. But there is no refemblance between the 
plague, properly fo called, and the remittent fever; they differ in 
their fymptoms, progrefs, and caufes, of which any one may 
eafily fatisfy himfelf, by confulting the excellent treatife lately 
publifhed by Dr. Ruffeil on the plague. There is further this 
remarkable difference between them, that they prevail in different 
feafons of the year. The warm weather of the month of May | 
puts an end to the plague at Bufforah, and it is not to be feen in 
the fubfequent hot months; whereas the remittent fever begins in 
the month of May, in which the Euphrates ufually overflows its 
banks in the neighbourhood of Bufforah, and prevails chiefly in 
_ the warm months that follow. Our author frequently mentions 

the plague of 1773, fuppofing the remittent fever, and, that epi- 
demic, to be the fame difeafe; but that is not the cafe. It was 
the real plague which raged at Bufforah with fuch violence in 
1793; and trom authentic accounts of it in the poffeffion of Dr. 
Ruffel, it appears that it firft fhewed itfelf in February, increafed 
in March and April, beginning to-diminifh early in May, and. 
by the end of that month entirely ceafed.”’ ; 

Mr. Hunter very humanely adds, « It is impoffible to read the 
narrative of the fufferings of this patient, without wifhing that 
he had had the afliftance of medical people, who had been ac- 
quainted with the proper mode of adminiitering the bark in fuch 
fevers. ‘The numerous remiffions he had, furnithed the beft op- 
portunities of giving it; and as in the end he owed his life to it, 
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-fo there can be:no doubt but a more early ufe of it, would have , 
faved him from much fuffering and mifery.”’ x 
» The original narrative here commences: Ever fince the great 
»plague of 1773,’’ fays the writer, ‘¢ in which it is eftimated 
feven-eighths of the inhabitants perifhed, Bufforah has feldom 
.efcaped, every third or fourth year, a vifitation from fome ma- 
lignant putrid difeafe. Whole familics died, and remained un- 
buried, until covered by the ruins, of their houfes. Thoufands 
were interred in the ftreets, but fo near the furface, that 1 have 
{een the bones. of the dead in many places appearing above ground. 
‘To complete the calamity, the inhabitants, in lefs than three 
years after this plague, futtained.a fiege of thirteen months againft - 
the Perfians, in which they experienced every diftrefs tat the 
{word, ficknefs, and famine, can inflict upon mankind. _ 
“ The overflowing of the Euphrates, and its waters ftagnating 
_ on the defert, have always been accounted the leading primary 
caufes of epidemical difeafes at Bufforah. The great floods, from 
the meiting of the fnow on the mountains of Diarbekir, happened 
in ihe year 1780, early in the month of May, when the heats ia 
Perfia and Arabia began to be exceffive. The defert, which 
reaches to the gates of Bufforah, is, for many miles, incrufted 
with a furface of falt, which, «hen mixed with the ttagnated wa= 
ters and expofed to the fun, produces the moft noxious efluvias 
So early as the 25th of May, the town was furrounded with a 
falt marth, the heated fteam arifing from which, was, at times, 
almoit intolerable ; but the canal that rens through a great part 
of the city being filled with the dead bodies of animals, and aft 
kinds of putrid matter, and at low tides all thefe fubftances ex- 
pofed to the fun, made the air in the town. fcarcely fupportable ; 
and being totally deftitute. of police, the ftreets were in many 
-places covered with human ordure, the bodies of dead dogs and 
cats, which emitted a ftench more difagreeable and putrid than 
any thing I ever experienced in my life. | een 
« From the accumulation of.fo many caufes, it is not fur- _ 
prifing that epidemical diforders {hould have reigned at Bufforah — 
in the year 17803 it is more wonderful that thefe difeafes are not 
both more frequent, and more fatal, ¢ 
« As to the degree of folar heat during the period of which I 
am about to fpeak, it far exceeded what I conceived the human ~*~ 
frame to be capable of bearing. The fenfation under this heat 
was totally ditkerent from what I had ever experienced ; it relem- 
bled the approach of a heated fubftance to the body. According 
to Fahrenheit’s thermometer, the quickfilver rofe in the fun to be- 
tween 156 aid 162 degrees. From the 30th of May I never 
faw it fo low as 196, but generally between 158 and 160. The 
glefs was hxed to a wall, covered at top, but expofed to the re= 
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fle€ted rays of the fun. I am told, that after I left Bufforah it 


was feveral degrees higher. apy). 
« In the cooleft part of the houfe, with the aid of every inven- 
tion to decreafe the heat, the quickfilver rofe to115 degrees; but 
after 1 came away I was informed that it rofe fil bigher, even 
at feven o’clock in the morning, the hour which we accounted — 
the cooleft in the day. Much about this time two gentlemen, - 
who had hitherto efcaped the infection, were taken: ill, and. fled 
from the factory; they reported, that on the day on which they: 
left Bufforah, the heat was fo intolerable that no one.could ex-_ 
pofe himfelf to it long enough to obferye the thermometer in: 
the fans.) «> | i ' 
“© | have heard from fome of the oldeft inhabitants of Bufforah, . 
that they never remembered to have felt, or to have heard of 
fuch a degree of heat in any part of Arabia or Perfia. Before we 
were all taken ill, the natives of the country appeared more 
alarmed at the heat of the weather than the Europeans; nothing 
could induce them to expofe themfelves to the fun after ten 
o’clock. ts ; 
« From the roth of May the people of Bufforah began to fore- 
tell that the feafon would be marked by a fevere and general . 
ficknefs, . This prediction was foon verified ; towards the end of 
the month an intermitting bilious fever made its appearance in the’ 
town, which ina very few days fpread with fuch amazing rapi- 
dity, that upon a computation not a fourth part of the inhabitants 
were exempted from this calamity. 
* About the latter end of May I was fenfible at times of ex- 
treme and unufual internal heat and glowings, with {enfations 
which I cannot defcribe, and once or twice | perceived an inclina- 
tion to fhiver. I feldom made water more than once in twenty- 
four hours, and then in {mall quaniities, and of a very deep co- 
lour. My appetite and every other circumftance continued as 
ufual. i 
“ [left Bufforah for Aleppo the 30th of May. On our.arrival 
at Zebire, the heat was fo intenfe that even the Arabs funk un- 
der it. Molt of the gentlemen who had accompanied me to this 
place felt it in a ftill more fevere manner. 1 was quite overcome; 
{ felt an unufual languor, weaknefs, alternate heat and cold, and 
many other fymptoms which indicated an approaching fever, 
I could not immediately be prevailed upon to relinquith my 
journey; and although upon reflection | had nota ray of hope 
that | fhould be able to proceed, yet at that time a difappointment 
appeared to me equally dreadful with certain death. in the ‘defert, _ 
At night every jymptom intreafed, the-enfuing day all hopes of 
purfuing my journey vanifhed, and in the evening [ was carried 
back to Bufforah. In two days | gox tolerably well, but pains in 
my back, loins, limbs, and great proftration of ftrength, fil res 
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mained. ‘About this time two gentlemen of the faétory were 


feized with the fever, which now begin to rage with violence. 

“© sth June. From this day I date the a€lual commencement 
of my fever, About two o’clock, after dinner, I was fuddenly 
attacked with a violent glowing heat all over my body, uneatfi~ 


we . ° s 4 
nefs, anxiety, and oppreffion, but in a very inconfiderable degree 


to what I afterwards experienced’; alfo a {welling ia my tongue, 
which had been coming on fome days, and is one of the nrft 
fymptoms of the fever that prevailed. The fit continued about two 
hours; a flight perfpiration fucceeded, which removed the fever, 
but left a head-ach, thir%, and pains in my back and limbs. In 
the evening with afliftance I got upon the terrace, when the moon 


and flars appeared of a bright yellow, and ail objeéts had that. 


colour through the whole of my difeate ; alfo the pain in making 


water and acrofs my loins became intolerable, hke that felt in 


4 Lat at Ee 
complaints of the ftoneimthe bladder. I took fome tartar emetic, 


which brought up a great deal of bile, and the next morning a 

_ purgative of Rochelle falts,; manna, tamarinds, and annifeeds. » 
© 6th June. In the forenoon a free, copious perfpiration, and 

a perfect intermiffion of the fever; at night became very reftlefs 


and uneafy, could not fleep, which I partly imputed to a draught 


of ftrong muftard whey, with fome astimonial wine, which in- 
ftead of caufing per{piration, produced the oppofite effe@. 
“ath. By the advice of a phyfician I took fome weak deeoétion 
of bark, 1 oz. to two pints boiled to one, in the quantiiy of three 
tea-cups full before dinner. At three in the afternoon I had an- 
other hot fit, but not very fevere. In the evening grew worfe, 
heat and thirft exceffive, drank muflard whey on going to bed, 
but had a very bad night;—no fleep, much oppreffed, fevere 
head-ach, and pain over my loins. 8 
“ 8th. Ftook a gentle purge of cream of tartar and manna, 
which operated and gave mé fome eafe. Left off the bark, as it 
feemed to increale the febrile fymptoms, and drank faye and ap- 
pie tea, decoction of prunes, tamarinds, &c. At ten o’clock in 


the forenoon a very fevcre hot fit; heat intenfe, oppreffion in my. 


ftomach and breaft almoit.infufferable. ,. Mr. ——, {urgeon of 
the Eagle cruifer, gave me a moft naufeous faline mixture, 
_which vomited and purged me feverely. ‘The quantity of bile 
which came off my ftomach was incredible, yet I felt no relief, 
and the agony of the hot fit continued till four o’clock in the 


afernoon, when it weat of by a moft profufe :perfpiration. — 


During this fit my thirft was conftant and intenfe. In the evens 
ing my fkin became dry, the thirlt returned, and I had a very bad, 
fleeplefs night. ti ; 

_ Tnow began to experience fome of the dreadful fyniptoms 
which are, I belicve, peculiar to fevers in Turkey and Ara- 
bia, a fenfation of dread and horror totally unconnected with the 
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fear of death, for while the patient is moft affiicted with this 
fymptom, it is for the mott part accompanied with a ftrong de- , 
fire to put an end to his exiftence. ‘The agony from the heat of 
the body is beyond conception ; I have heard fome of my fellow- 
fufferers roar hideoufly under the violence of the pain. 

* oth. Till noon tolerably well. About one o’clock the hot 
Gt attacked me, and was full as fevere as yefterday 5 heat and 
thirft rather greater, and but little relief for more than an hour 
after the perfpiration commenced. This attack left me very weak, . 
much exhaulted with cold weakening {weats, quick unequal 
pulfe, fevere head-ach, confufion, anxiety, and inceflant thirft ; 
a fleeplefs night, ftartings, anxieties, and a conftant wifh to ter- 
minate my futferings by death. : | 

« goth. Forenoon, pretty free from fever. Attacked at the 
fame hour as yefterday. “The ft more violent, delirium, The 
agony of the heat not to be exprefled; the whole body as. if on 
fire; unremitting thirft, profule perf{piration, yet no relief till late 
in the evening ; no fleep, a dreadful night, &c. The pulfe about 
720, unequal and Auttering.” ee) 

The picture here given of the ravages of this horrible fcourge 
is extremely affeGting. The author fays, * A’ mere relation of 
facts can give but a faint idea of the wretched {ituation to which 
the factory was now reduced. By this time eleven-twelfths of the 
inhabitants of Bufforah were taken il, numbers were daily dy- 
ing, and the reports from Bagdad and Diarbekir of the increafing 
ravages of the plague, left the furvivors not a ray of hope that 
they could efeape from the calamity. On every countenance, 
pain, ficknefs, and horror, were ftrongly painted ; nor were we 
even left the comforts of fympathy,-as every mind was too much 
engtoffed with its own fufterings to think of adminiftering confo- 
lation to others. Four of us lay under the portico of one ofthe 


fquares of the factory, calling out for water in a phrenfy of thirft, 
We ufed to {natch it from each other, and to fupplicate for a . 
mouthful with as much fervor as a dying criminal for an hour of 
further life. 
«About this period of the fever my eyes became very weak, 
and every object: I faw was quite yellow. This effect was molt 
perceptible at night, in looking at the moon and flars. In the 
cvenings we were fometimes carried in our Cots upon the terrace 
of the taGtory for air, but the wind was fo heated ‘by the burning 
fands of the defert, that we felt it more intolerable than even the 
lower apartments. We all remarked that the Shemaal, or north- 
etn winds, which blew without intermiffion at that time, greatly 
jncreafed our heat and thirft. Rik, 
« Thedaily very evident incréafe of my fever, and its effects 
upon others becoming every day more fatal and alarming, deter- 
“mined me, while any ftrength remained, to embrace the conful’s 
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otter of flying from the feat of infection to Bufhire, in the Ranger 
cruifer. ) . ee, 

“ rtth. After an exceeding bad night, I was carried, early in 
the morning on board the Ranger, and was not very ill until 
about nine o’clock, when I felt the fever coming on, with new 
and more alarming fymptoms, violent head-ach, giddinefs, dim- 
nefs of fight, approaching delirium, horror, and a moft painful 
eppreflion and burning heat inmy ftomach. , | 

‘« In defpair, and to try to quench the. unfufferable heat in my 


ftomach and bowels, I took a pretty large dofe of nitre, The 


oppreffion and pain increafed, in my confufion I took a paper of 
tartar emetic, which immediately began to operate. From that 
time, about ten o’clock, till half paft two in the afternoon, I 
know but little. of what paffed. . I was almoft all that time. either 
diftragted with pain, or in a fwoon; and had it not been for the 
extraordinary care and attention. of the commander of the cruifer, 
who fupported me in his arms, and adminiftered {uch cordials as 
I, in the fhort moments of recollection, could cal! for, [ have not 
a coubt but I muft have funk under this attack. He counted 
eight times that'l fainted, and fometimes an interval of ten mi- 
nutes before he could perceive any fymptoms of returning life. 


I was chiefly fupported by, wine, hartfhorn, and fpirits of laven= ~ 


der. Aboutthree o’clock I had recovered my.recollection ; moft 
copious and-continued fweats had carried off the violence of the 
fever, but; faintings and total. privation, of {irength and fpirits 
remained upon me till late in.the evening, when | became to all 
appearance, for a dfhort time, perfe@tly well. (A little {irength 


returned, every fymptom of fever. vanifhed, and my feelings were 


almoft the fame as if in perfe&t health. Some circumftances hay-. 


ing prevented the Ranger carrying me.to Buthire, I was taken 
_afhore in the evening. When 1 was brought to the factory I 
had an appetite, and ate fome chicken broth-for fupper. Mr. 


Rofs, who had hitherto efcaped the fever, adminiftered a portion - 


of laudanum, and, I believe, antimonial wine, on going to re{t. 
f flept pretty well, and waked refrefhed in the morning. I, how- 


ever, foon became ill; and at noon, I. had a fevere attack,-which 


contiuued three or four hours, and left me greatly weakened, my 
fkia extremely dry,. pulfe quick, fluttering, andirregular, beating 
from 100 to.120, with an unquenchable thirft, which no liquids 
coul§ allay, .We had no acids of any kind, which we had greag 
reafon to regret. | ‘ya iat actacale uaa 
7% A did not know till late in. the evening that. Mr. Abraham, 


the yice-conful, who for fome days paft had been ill of the-fame - 
fever, had determined to embark in the Fagle cruifer next morning » 
for Bufhire, as the only chance of faving his life; and;a conversa 


fatign which I overheard to this effec, that as | was fo very ill 


and no hopes of my recovery, it would be better to leave me 
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ehind to die at Bufforah, made me ftill more anxious to fy 

trom the place} although I remember well had not the molt 
diftant hope that I could jive., Po had {uttered much at the fac- 
tory, and.in the peevilhnefs of ilineis { thought (perhaps unjuitly) 
that my living or dying feemed to be a matter of too little conte- 
quence to thofe whem in health | hadtreated with much kindnels 
and aifection. | | 

« About ten o’clock, as 1 was lying in my cot, ona terrace 
adjoining the fairs from whence the “boat was to put off, Twas 
feized with fuch a fluttering, palpitation, ftarting, difficulty of 
utterance from the {welling of my tongue, that | lay in momen- 
tary expectation of breathing my Jaft. This was, however, pro-. 
bably the caufe of my hearing the preparations for the departure 
of the boat. About midnight they: were leaving. the dhore, I 
could not make myfelf heard, and I was too weak to get. up with- 
out help. I made feveral efforts, and at laft overfet the cott I 
was lying upon, and brought myielf to the floor, from whence I 
crawled on my hands and knees,to the fide of the river, Huma- 
nity pleaded for me, and [ was taken into the boat in a fituation 
of wietchednefs I never can forget. We were, after being feveral 
hours on the Euphrates, carried on board the Eagle, oppofite to - 
Margil, a country-houfe belonging to the factory, a few miles: 
diftant from Bufforah. | 

“ yoth, The day was uncommonly hot, and my fever came 
upon me aboat ten-o’clock. ‘The heat was intenfe.. Mr.——, 
a young unexperienced Frenchman, gave me.tamarind water and - 
creain of tartar, which had not a good effect. I now difcerned 
the firft fymptom of a cold fit, but it was flight, and of dhort 
duration. This day, however, 1 fupported the fever rather bet~ 
ter than ufual, and in the evening had a fhort intermiffion, and 
flept.a little during the night. The air on the river was this day 
cooler and more refrefhing than on fhore. 
_  z3th, About eleven o’clock hada regular cola fhivering 
fit, fucceeded by a very fevere hot fever, which continued till 
five in the evening, when I was fomewhat relieved by perfpira- 
tion—This day the agony of the hot fit was inexprefhible, with 
great pain in my loins, and a conftant inclination to make water, 
which came from me in drops lke blood—I had a very bad 
fleeplefs night.”’ f a By sh wha 
_ On the 14th, the author took a dofe of tartarifed antimony, 
which not working, was followed by fome ipecacuanha. In con- 
fequence of this, he brought up a great deal of bile, but the fever 
increafed, and his fufferings under it were greatly aggravated by 
the operation of the emetic, which worked powerfully both up 
wards and downwards, | it 

« This,’ fays the writer, was a trying day indeed, I can 
give no idea of what I fuffered, which mult have been intolcra- 
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ble, attended with intervals of delirium, and frequently fwoon- 
ing. About five the fever began to abate a little, and at fix Mr. 
e—— gave me a fmall dofe of decoction of bark, which feemed 
inftantly to caufe a return of the fever, heat, thirft, anxiety, and 
pain. : dress 
“My. fellow-fuffgrer, Mr. “Abraham, was in violent agony 
this day ; he cried out repeatediy, that a fire. was confuming his 
bowels, and that he was in exquifite torture. “Wbe captain of the 
cruxer had been complaining; he, Mr. Abraham, and myfelf, 
Jay in the fame cabin. About four o’clock in the afternoon, — 
when my pain was exceflive, I crawled from my’ cott, with an 
intention to drop myfelf from a port-hole, which was under the | 
captain’s bed, into the river.. I had nearly accomplifhed my pur- 
pofe, when the captain perceived me, and had me earried into my 
bed. I was not delirious ; and, in fpite of all my refolution, the 
agony | fuffered this day made me’ repeatedly fcream out, One 
of our feamen died fuddenly, and the blood, | was told, inftantly 
flowed from all parts of his body. 3 

“ This evening we arrived at Bufhire. On our coming toan 
anchor, Mr. Abraham was immediately carried afhore; but E 
was too ill to be moved, and accordingly followed in the morning - 
with Captain Sheriff, after a very fevere fleeplefs night. § 9° 

«* ‘The heat was fo exceffive this day, that even the natives we 
had on board fenk under it, and many of them were firuck 
down with the fun. By noon nobody could keep the deck ; and 
about this time the veffel rnn aground on the bar at the mouth of 
the Euphrates, but fortunately beat over, and got into the gulph, 
Two more of our people died in the evening; and fhould have 
_mentioned, that, in failing down the river, we faw them throwing 
many dead bodies from the veffels which were at anchor below 
Bufforah, and many boats crowded with people from the Arabian 
fhore paffing over to Perfia. | . ari 

“© “The Perfians at firft oppofed the landing of our ‘fick, and 
threatened to burn the fhip; but they were prevailed upon, by 
the company’s agent at Buthire, a moft worthy man, fo permit 
us to come afhore. eres TA Sipe sar! 

“rth. Twas fo weak, that it was with difficulty they could 
earry me afhore.in my cott; my ftrength was quite gone, and I 
was heiplefs as an infant. Some grapes, water-melon, and ice, 
had been got for Mr, Abraham: of the latter he had eat freely ; 
I was much preffed to do the fame, but I was. afraid of its in- 
creafing my pain, and could hardly be prevailed upon to tafe it 
I, however, fwallowed a little, but by this time my tongue and 
throat were fo fwelled, that I had difficulty in getting any thing ~ 
down, About ten o’clock I was attacked as ufual, but I was 
become fo weak, and the fever running even higher than ufual, 
that I appeared'in the courfe of this day, more than once, to be 
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jn the agonies of death ; perfpiration gave no relief to the violent 
pain and oppreffion I laboured under. ; | 

« The factory at Buthire is a miferable, wretched, mud builds 
ing, beariag much more refemblance to a ftable than a humar 
abode; the few rooms, or rather cells, are infufferably hot, evea 
to thofe in health, and the reft of the building has no cover from 
the fun. In one of the beft of thefe recefles in the wall Mr. 
Abr:ham and I were placed, and on the fame bed, as there was 
hot recom for two; our agonies were great, our cries dreadful. 
About feven o’clock in the evening I perceived my companion in 
the agoni:s of death. The company’s agent, Mr. Beaumont, 
moft humanely afforded him every affiftance in his power; and, 
when every oiher perfon was afraid to come near us, he himfelf 
attended, and adminiftered fuch cordials as he thought night give 
us relief. Mr. Abraham died in great pain; and for fear of 
alarming the inhabitants, or rather commandant or fkeik of the” 
town, Mr. Beaumont thought it neceffary to conceal his death, 
Tt was fome time before the dead body could be removed, which 
had become very putrid, and covered with purple fpots. I have 
been fince told, that immediately after death a great quantity of 
blood or bile owed from him, as biack as ink, and fo highly of- 
fenfive, as to be fmelt at fome diftance from the factory. Pat 
midnight we were both removed to the terrace, but, unfortu- 
nately for me, there was only one fpot where we could lie, and - 
the {mell of the dead body was become intolerable; I was, how- 
ever, by the humane affiftance of Mr.’ Beaumont, cleaned and 
put inte another bed, who fat by me, and treated me with un- 
common tendernefs. I recovered a little, but pafled a dreadful 
night indeed. I fhuddered at the agony which I was to feel on 
the return of the fun, and moft anxioufly wilhed for death, as 
the only relief from pain that I could expect. Twas unable at 
‘this time to move hand or foot, and at times could not fpeak. I 
told Mr. Beaumont that I thought a gentle dofe of phyfic, if ic 
could be got down, might alleviate the racking pain in my breaft, 
ftomach, bowels, and loins; he accordingly prepared fome 
falts, manna, and tamarinds, and gave it to me in the morning, 

‘* 76th. At eleven o’clock the violence of the fever came on; 
I grew delirious, fwooned, and the fymptoms of approaching 
death, I was afterwards told, grew evident to thofe around me. 
My eyes were fixed, my tongue hung from my mouth, and my | 
face grew quite black. I recovered from this fit about. twelve 
o’clock, and’ felt excruciating pain, and a burning fuffocating 
heat. My ftomach and bowels feemed all on fire, my lungs 
played with the utmoft difficulty, and I felt a pain and fenfation 
about my heart which I cannotdefcribe. 1 was unable to move ; 
my fervant lifted me; I fell into a fwoon for a few minutes, and, 
when I came tO myfelf, a great quantity of black putrid bile 
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flowed from me. Kelief was inftantaneous, and I flept or fwooned! 
til about five o’ciock, when I found mytelf free from fever, and 
able to fpeak, my recolleCtion clear, and my mind perfectly com- 


poled; but my body fo weak that 1 had no power of moving, — 


except one of my hands. They gave me fome fuftenance; | had 


alittle fleep.; but about midnight I fell. into.afiteation, which I 
had all reafon to think indicated the immediate approach of death, _ 
My tongue cleft to my mouth, my extremities were.as, cold as 


ice, and the coldnefs alfo appeared to extend up my thigh: my 
arm, was defiitute of pulfe, nor was the fmalleft pulfation of the 


heart perceptible; [| -never had my recolie€tion clearer, or perhaps © 
p ! 3 ? 


fo clear, in.my life. My fervant was lying by my bedhde; I 
was convulfed for fome minutes; and, on recovering, I got out. 
the word Boy. Fortunately for me.he was not afleep, and heard 
me, [then got out the word Wine; on which he brought me a 
glafs of claret, which, with much difficulty, 1 got downs I felt 
nyfelf much revived; lrefleQed on my fitwation; and, although 


Thad not the moft remote idea of furviving that night, I recol- - 
JeQted that 1 had fome fine powdered bark in my trunk, and it. 
eccurred to me, that if any thing could be done to preferve my 
life, it wauld be that medicine taken in red wine; but my fpeech — 


immediately fuiling me, I could not direct the fervant to give it 
tome. Death feemed approaching; coldnefs had feized all my 
limbs; my fight became confufed, as I perceived from looking at 
the flars, which danced betore me 3 and the rattle or noifé in my 
throat was very perceptible te the fervant, as-he afterwards told 
me. I fainted, and continued in’a ftate of infenfibility, I believe, 
fer about an nour. “Phe loud lamentations of the fervant, be- 


wailing his own misfortune in lofing his mafler in a country fo . 


e ; ° . ry 
remote from his own, feemed to tecal me to life. I felt as if re- 


' frefhed with a litle fleep, and got out the words bark and wine; 
it was inftantly brought, aud the man gave me. two large tea- 
fpoonsiul, in a large glafs of claret. The effect was inftanta- 
neous, and operated like a charm; the coldnefs left me, I could 
fpeak intelligibly, and could move my hands. I told the fervane 
to give: me a tea-fpoonful of the bark every hour, in a glafs of 


claret. By eight intae morning I had taken fix dofes, and-more 


tan half a bottle’of claret. Iwas confiderably ftrengthened, and” 


could converfe with Mr. Beaumont, who encouraged ine to per-= 


fevere in the baik, and treated me with uncommon attention. [| 


had been fadly neglected at Bufforah, but this was amply made 
up to me by the humane and tender atteations of Mr. Beaumont, 
who was a great predefinarian, and who never fhunned danger 
whenhe felt ita duty to affiit a fellow-creature. He waited upon me 
like a nurfe, confoled me under pain and ficknefs, and, when my 


fever was at its greateft height, he has often held me in his arms,._ 


when I wanted to be removed, or my bed thifted, About this 
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time my legs and thighs became covered with blotches of a dufky 
brown hue, fome of them/as broad as the palm of the hand, quite 
dry, and they itched intolerably. At the fame time feveral little 
boils broke out in different parts of my body, but there was only 
one, over my eye, which came to fuppuration ; the others, and 
the eruption on my legs and thighs, all difappeared. a 

« | continued the bark till twelve o’clock, and then left it off 
till four, when I took another dofe. The dreadful fever of the 
preceding days did not returs on this, bat I was {till extremely 
ill, had very great difficulty in fpeaking and breathing ; a {welling 
aifo in my throat, parched tongue, and unquenchable thirft. rt 
had not the moft diffant hope of living. I tried to take fome 
broth, but the {welling in my throat prevented my fwallowing. 
I pafled avery bad night, withtlartings, anxiety, and great pain 
over the kidneys, and what little fleep I got feemed to make me 
worfe ; I was faligmed with it, and under the conftant dread of 
{uffocation ; towards morning my throat grew worfe, and my 
thirft was exceffive. | 

« 78th. Left off the bark, uncertain what I ought to do—no 
fever, but the fame fymptoms as the day before—drauk a little 
chicken-broth, which was the only fuftenance I had taken for 
four days before ; great oppreffion and heat in my ftomach and 
bowels. Mr. Beaumont found out an Armenian, wlio profefled 
phyfic. This man gave mea clyfter, which gave me great re- 
lief, and a water to drink, famous as a febrifuge among the 
Perfians ; I drank of it freely, and found much benefit from it. 
But the moft extraordinary of all the fymptoms I experienced was 
this, that the third day after the firft intermiflion of my fever, 
one of my teeth, and one of the nails-of my hand, came out 
without the {malleft pain,. only a little fwelling in the gum, and, 
en the nail failing off, fome matter flowed from the end of m 
finger; I never had had the tooth-ach\; at this time the boi! on 
my eye fuppurated. : | 

“ Krom the 13th of June to the sth of July, being feventeen 
days, my fever did not return. I recovered ftrength flowly, and 
could walk a litle, fupported by two men. My food was chiefly 
chicken and veal broth, and about a glafs and a half of Madeira 
wine a-day. Yet I had full many fymptoms of difeafe hanging 
about me—reftlefs fatiguing nights—¢reat thirf_—bad tafte in my 
mouth, every thing I took feemed bitter and falt; pains in my 
‘back, fides, and loins, and great difficulty in making water. In 
this time 1 paffed much bile, naturally and by clyfter, and I had 
a purgative from the Armenian which weakened me greatly. 

« The fprings lifted, as feamen exprefs it, the 1{t of July, 
that is three days before the change. The opinion is. univerfal in 
thofe countries, and alfo in India, particularly Bombay, where _ 
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intermittents are prevalent, that the change and full of the mooft 
have an effect upon all intermitting difeafes, of which, afterwards, : 
T had many proofs in my own cafe. To prevent a. relapfe, T 
took fome decoction of bark, but in too fmall quantities to an-— 
{wer the purpofe. | : 
“© ath July. My water, from being thick and muddy, became 
* quite clear. | | 

“ ‘The sth of July, after dianer, I was taken with a flight hot 
fit, which continued about’ two hours, and then went off by 
copious peripiration; the remaining part of the evening I was 
entirely free from fever. 

“6th. I took deco€tion of bark—no fever. 

“7th. At eleven o’clock a regular cold and hot fit; the for- 
mer continued three quarters of an hour, the latter two hours, 
Although much lefs fevere than my former fever, yet I fuffered a 
good deal from the hot fit. Left off the bark by the advice of- 
the Armenian, who told me that it heated me, and made me worfe. 
-—Much weakened by this day’s illnefs—nor did the perfpiration 
entirely free me from the fever. 

“© 8th. Hada clyfter thrown up, and early in the morning 
took a draught from the Armenian, compofed of fine vinegar, — 
fugar, and a country feed infufed over night in water—A flight 
hot ft, but of fhort continuance. . 

- “ oth. The draught of yefterday repeated—at ten a regular 
cold and hot fit, rather lefs violent than the laft. : 

“roth. No fever—tolerably well. 

“‘rith. Between eight and nine in the morning a cold and 
hot fit, much more fevere than the laft—great heat, thirft, and 
oppreflion—much weakened. I now perceived I had got a re=— 
gular tertian, and determined on the bark, but was prevailed on _ 
by the Armenian not to ufe it, he promifing to cure me in a day 
or two. He gave me water-melon, and his infufion of vinegar 
_and feeds. tee | 

‘© 12th. No fever—find the water-melon to difagree greatly | 

- with my ftomach. ee . 
13th. Had not as yet indulged much hopes of a recovery. 
I felt {till, even in thofe days previous to this Jaft relapfe, many 
-alarming fymptoms.of difeafe, which made me apprehend I could 
mot recover; and this iaft attack had again reduced me fo low, 
that it was evident that, unlefs I could get removed from thofe 
{corching climates, a very {hort time would put an endto my 
life. Except in the humanity and goodnefs of Mr. Beaumont, I 
"was without a fingle comfort or convenience of life at Buthire. 
‘The heat of the weather feemed daily to increafe, and the houfe 
we were in hardly covered us from the direct rays of the fun. 
My fervant was taken ill, and appeared to be dying; it was with 


‘ 
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the greateft pleafure, therefore, I received the accounts this day 
of the Eagle cruifer having arrived laft night from Bufforah, on 
her way to Bombay. | 7 

“ At half paft feven o’clock I had a very fevere fit—the hot 
ft was uncommonly violent, and continued about three hours. 
I was much reduced, and refolved, at all events, to take the bark 
in powder and in large dofes, and difmifs the Armenian. In this 
Iwas confirmed by Mr. Puget, who informed me that the few 
furvivors at Bufforah owed their lives entirely to the bark, which 
had at Jaft been given in very large dofes. | : 

« zath. I took four dofes, or eight teafpoonsful, of powdered 
bark. It purged me, and carried off a great quantity of black 
putrid bile. ‘This evening I was carried in my cott on board the 
Eagle; refolved at all events, even if I had been certain of dying 
in the boat, to leave Buthire, where I had hardly fhelter from the 
fan, and where the heat was fo exceffive, that Captain Alderfon 
of the Eagle, and: two pafiengers, were taken ill from it: lait 
night. I got on board very late, yet found myfelf much refrethed 
from the fea air. | he 

« 76th, The fever did not return. I continued to take the 
bark as yefterday, and found myfelf furprifingly ftrengthened. [I 
petfeveredainder this courfe till the 3d of Auguft, when the veffet 
arrived at Mufcat, and I was aftonifhingly recovered for the 
fhortnefs of the time. | _ * ‘ . 

“« From the 14th of July to the 3d of Auguft, I had taken 
feven ounces of bark ; and as the fever had returned upon me 
the laft day of the fprings at the preceding change of the moon, 
two days before this change I increafed my-daily dofe, and cone | 
tinued in this manner till the 4th, when the fprings being over, 
and‘perceiving no fymptoms of fever remaining, I left off the 
bark entirely. I had generally taken fix teafpoonsful every day. 

~« From the asth of july till my arrival at Mufcat, a‘ fea-port 
on the coaft of Arabia, my recovery was exceedingly rapid. I 
“had a keen’ appetite, a pretty good digeftion, found refrefhing 
fleep, and my daily increafe of ftrength was very perceptible. 
My diet, till this time, had been generally chicken-broth, rice, 
and boiled fowl, light pudding, &c. On leaving off the bark I 
obferved no particular regimen, only abftaining from falted and 
high-feafoned meats, and confining myfelf to three or four glaffes 
of Madeira. I found that an infufion of prunes, with a fmall 
quantity of cream of tartar, was of much fervice to me during the’ 
courfe.of the bark, as it kept me cool and my body open. f 
was fenfible, at times, during my recovery, of a flight but trou- 
blefome pain under my fifth rib on the right fide, efpecially when 
[lay on that fide; but from feeling and prefling my hand over 
the region of the liver, and from other circumftances, I had no 
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reafon to fufpeét that my liver was affected ; and as. it {con left 


me, the caufe was probibly trifling or accidental. 


J 


« On my leaving Mufcat, a large boil came upon the hip) 
bone, the fize of a imall melon, extending fome way up the fide 5 | 


and down the thigh, with.a hard bafis,, After arriving at Bombay, 
which we did in fourteen days, it broke, and in a few days healed 
up. I fhall only add, that at Bombay 1 was detained four months, 
before | had an. opportonity, of. proceeding ‘to,,urope:,,In that) 


| 


} 
| 


time I had three returns of my ague, but, on taking a few dofes 


of bark, it left me. Thofe attacks happened. at the change of. 
the moon. © From Bombay to Europe 1 had three or four light 
fits of the ague; the worft on our making the coaft of South 
Guinea, at the fettlement of Benguela, where we found jthe 
wretched remains of a Portuguefe garrifon, the furvivors of a 
fatal putrid fever, which, as they told us, raged in thofe: parts for 


eighteen months before. “Lhe lafbattack I had was.the day we 
made the rock of Lifbon, fince which time I have had no returns _ 


of the ague, although, when the wind continues long.at eaft, L. 
am fenfible of a tendency to that complaint. ner 


od 


_¢ ] fhall naw give a brief account of the fate of my fellow 


fufferers at Bufforah. This unfortunate party contifted of Capt. . 


Sheriff, of the Eagle cruifer; Mr. Brown, a Bengal merchant, 
carrying goods from India to Aleppo; Mr, Palmer,,a gentleman. 
returning with his fortune from Bengal to Europe; |My. Robfon, 
furgeonto the factory; Mr: Abraham, the vice-confyl; Dr.Rofs, 
who had practifed many years at.Conftantinople, fome ,time-in 
Bengal, and was then taking, the oppottunity of agcompanying, 


me acrofs the defert;. Mr. Smith, a merchanc from: Jadia ; and. 
4 * wt FX er £2 Piste. cf : ie 


an Italian Carmelite, the vicar of Buflorah, who came, from 
Bombay. Ii is unneceflary to fay, that the feea dahis.a common. 
fymptoin in,the Turkith fever, or, in other, words; “a. dtrong de-: 
fire of felf-deftrugtion. We had a fatal inftance.of it an; our 
party... Mr, Brown, the fecond day of his fever, being left.alone, 


got to his pittcls; and,:throwing in four or five balls, difcharged | - 


it into his breaft, and was found dead a few minutes, afterwards. 
i believe every one of us at times would have done the fame, had 
we been poffeffed of the means of accomplifhing it. Mr Rob-, 
fon died the third day of his fever in great agonies, but perfectly , 
fenfible ;. his was a continued high, fever, without any. remiflion:. 


Mr. Palmer died the fourth day under the fame fymptoms.as the, - 


preceding. The Carmelite, the fccond morning after he was. 
taken ill, had opened a vein in his arm, and. bled to death, moft 
probably intentionally. Captain Sheriff was feized with’ the fe- 
ver on his:return from Butforah to Bufhire. He died on the 
third day in a manoner-which is even painful to relate. He was a, 
man of fingular firength of confitution, and fuffered unufual 
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agonies before he died. His cries were heard all over the factory ; 
he foamed at the mouth, gnafhed his teeth, and tore his arms 
with his teeth. “Thofe who heard him compared his cries to the 
bellowing of a mad bull. He was no fooner dead, but his body 
was covered with purple fpots, and fo offentive that the people 
could hardly carry it out to be buried. Mr. Sheriff’s was what 
they call the worft kind of plague.”’ . ay 
The author next alludes to a gentleman whom he has men- 
tioned in the courfe of his interefting narrative, and who, he fays, 
was an uncommon charaGer. ‘© He was fhut-up ina mud-houfe 
at Bufforah during the great plague in 17735 which he efcaped. 
He had fortunately a large ftock of Bengal cotton goods with him, 
which he difpofed of to the inhabitants to wrap their deadin. They 
ufed to depofit the price in a bafket, which by means of.a long 
rope he let down, which was then hauled up, and lowered again 
with the cloth purchafed. He had an account of 70,000 winding- 
fheets which he fold during the calamity. This fact was attefted 
by Mr. Abraham and the conful. He. was a wellsinformed fen-. 
fible man, ‘and an excellent linguift. On his voyage to Buflo-= 
rah he was feized with a fpecies of infanity: he fufpected the 
captain and fupercargo of his {hip to have confpired his, death, 
and he fancied he ovetheard their deliberations on the fubject: he 
always flept with piitols in his cott, and refufed.-all manner of. 
communication with his confpirators, as he called them. He — 
then imagined himfelf poffeffed of the fingular faculty of over- 


hearing, by the peculiar conftruction of his ears, the moft dif-— 


_tant whifper to his prejudice. Although fuch an itea was abfurd, 
yet he could argue upon it with a great deal of ingenuity. In all 
other refpeéts he was perfectly reafonable, and converfed on every 
other fubjeét with much. good fenfe. and prepriety. On the 
breaking out of this ficknets at Bufforah he fhut himfelf up in 
the upper room of an Armenian’s houfe, and had no intercourfe 
whatever with the other Europeans. | It was not known how he 
exifted: he, however, efcaped the infection.. He afterwards 
came td England, where I have feen him, and he appeared per- 
fectly well. | ea es 
«Dr. Rofs, on the firft rumour of the plague, put himfelf 
under a courfe of bark, which he continued taking in large quan- 
tities while I remained at Bufforah. © I have fince feen him in 
_ England, and he told me that when the illnefs began to abate, he 
was taken with an intermitting fever; that he fled from Bufforah 
in an open boat towards Bagdat, but was taken by a party of 
_ Arabs, who carried him upon the defert. He conttived to get 
away from them, croffed the defert to Aleppo, and afterwards 
got to: England. : , 


“ Tt was computed that 275,009 died in the town of Bufforah 
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of the plague of 1773 ; and that 25,000 died, in the town and neigh 
bourhood, of this laft plague. We heard of its approach from 
Afia Minor; it ravaged Diarbekit, ancient Affyria, and kept the 
courfe of the river ‘I vgris to Bagdat, where many died. From. 
thence it followed the courfe of the Euphrates to Bufforaly, and 
for about twenty miles lower. The oppofite, or Perfian thore, 
although within a few miles, was exempted; nor did it fpread 
mote than a few miles into the defert.”’ | is 
_. The author concludes by defcribing the firft fymptoms of this 
fever, or plague, which he fays are, generally, “a {welling of the 
tongue, violent’ head-ach, bleeding at the nofe, pains all over the 
body, a conftant inclination to make water, which comes in drops, 
and attended with great pain, and is as high-caloured as blood; 
(if the urine, on ftanding, becomes purple, it is faid to be a 
certain fign of death); extreme heat, great apprehenfion, all ob- 
jects appearing of a yellow colour, uncommon terror, and at the 
fame time a great defire for death; there are alfo boils or erup- 
tions on the fkin, which moft commonly appear either juft be- 
fore the difeafe proves fatal, or the patient begins to recover.” _ 
2. Caufes, &c.] From a confideration of the fymptoms which 
characterize the true plague, Dr. Cullen concludes, that it is ow-. 
ing to a fpecijic contagion, often fuddenly producing the mof con-" 
fiderable debility in the nervous fyftem or moving powers, and a 
general putrefcency in the fluids. Dr. Ruffel alfo confiders the 
difeafe as being univerfally the confequence of what may be called 
peftilential contagion; and has judicioufly repelledythe objections 
which have been brought againft this doétrine. | ee 
3. Prevention.| Here we muft refer to all thofe methods of 
preventing and removing the incipient contagion of putrid fevers, 
which have been fo fully enumerated: Dr. Cullen is perfuaded 
that the difeafe never arifes in the northern parts of Europe, but 
in confequence of being imported from fome other country. The 
magiftrate’s firft care, therefore, ought to be to prevent the im- 
portation; and this may generally be-done by a due attention to 
bills of health, and to the proper performance of quarantines.— 
With refpect to the latter, he is of opinion, that the quarantines 
-of perfons may with fatety be much lefs than forty days; and if 
this were allowed, the execution of the quarantine would be more 
exact and-certain, as the temptation to break it would be ina 
great meafure avoided. With refpedt to the quarantine of goods, 
it cannot be perfect unlefs the fufpected goods be unpacked, duly 
ventilated, and other means be employed for correcting the infec- 
tion they may carry ; and if all this be properly done, it is proba- 
ble that the time commonly prefcribed for quarantine may be alfo 
fhortened. | Rirh st 
A fecond meafure in the way of prevention is required, when 
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an infection has reached and prevailed in any place, to prevent. 
that infe€tion from fpreading into others. This can only be 
done by preventing the inhabitants or the goods of any infected 
place from going out of it till they have undergone a proper 
quarantine. oy 

The third meafure, and which ought to be employed with great 
Care, is to prevent the infection from fpreading among the inha~ 
birants of a ylace in which it has arifen. And in this cafe, a 
great deal may be done by the magiftrate. 1. By allowing as 
many of the inhabitants as are. free from infection, and are not 
neceflary to the fervice of the place, to go out of it. 2. By dif- 
charging all affemblies, or unneceflary intercourfe of the people. 
3. By ordering fome neceffary communications to be performed 
without contact. 4. By making fuch arrangements and provifions 
as. may render it eafy for the families remaining to fhut them- 
felves up in their own houfes. 5. By allowing perfons to quit — 
houfes where infection appears, upon condition that they go into 
lazarettoes. 6. By ventilating and purifying, or deftroying, at 
the public expence, all infected goods. 7. By avoiding hofpi- 
tals, and providing feparate apartments for infected perfons. 

The fourth and laft part of the bufinefs of prevention refpects 
the conduét of perfons neceffarily remaining in infected places, 
efpecially thofe obliged to have fome communication with per- 
fons infected. Thofe obliged to remain in places infected, but 
not to have any near communication with the fick, muft avoid all 
near communication with other perfons or their goods; and it is - 
probable, that a finall diftance will ferve, if, at the fame time, 
there be no {tream of air to carry the effluvia of perfons or goods 
to fome diftance. ‘Thofe who are obliged to have a near coms 
munication with the fick, ought to avoid any of the debilitating 
caufes which render the body fufceptible of infection, as a fpare 
diet, intemperance in drinking, excefs in venery, cold, fear, or 
other depreffing paffions of the mind.» A full diet of animal food 
is alfo to be avoided, becaufe it increafes the irritability of the 
body, and favours the operation of contagion; and indigeftion, 
whether from the quantity or quality of the food, contributes — 
very much to the fame. 3 | 

Befides thefe, 1tis probable that the moderate ufe of wine and 
fpirituous liquors, moderate exercife, and the cold bath, may be 
of ufe; tonic medicines alfo, of which the Peruvian bark is de- 
fervedly accounted the chief, may likewife be ufed with fome 
probability of fuccefs. If any thing is to be expefted from 
antifeptics, Dr. Cullen thinks camphor preferable to any other. 
In general, however, every one is to be indulged in the medicine 
of which he has the beft opinion, provided it is not evidently hurt- 


‘ful. Whether iffues be ufeful in preferving from the effects of 


contagion, is a. matter of doubt. Dr, Ruffel in his treatife enters 
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very fully into the confideration of the means of prevention, botl® 
with refpeét to quarantines, lazarettoes, and bills of health, He | 
1s of opinion that the prefent laws on thefe {ubje@ts are in many | 
refpects defective: and he thinks, that a fet of new regulations — 
would have the beft chance of a deliberate and empartial difcuffion — 
_in the fenate, if the enquiry were taken at a time free from all ap~_ 
prehention of immediate danger. | ee gs | 
Cure.| Here, according to Dr. Cullen, the indications are 
the fame asin fever in general, but are not all equally 1mportant. — 
The meafures for moderating the violence of reaction, which 
eperate by diminifhing the action of the heart and arteries, have 
feldom, he thinks, any place here, excepting that the’ antiphlo-_ 
_ giftic regimen is generally proper. Some phyficians have recom-_ 
mended bleeding, and Sydenham even feems to think it an effec-_ 
tual cure; but Dr. Cullen fuppofes, that for the moft part it is 
‘unneceffary, and in many cafes might do much hurt. Dr. Ruffel, 
however, who on this fubject fpeaks from experience and actual 
obfervation, 1s of a different opinion. _With moft of his patients, 
a fingle bleeding was eniployed with advantage ; and even whiere 
the fick under his infpeGQion were bled oftener than once, he did 
not find that the low ftate was thereby hurried on. “Purging has 
alfo been recommended ; and in fome degree it may be ufeful in 
_ drawing off the putrefcent matter frequently prefent in the intef- 
tines; but alarge evacuation this way may certainly be hurtful. 
_ The moderating the violence of reaction, as far as it can be 
done, by taking off the fpafm of the extreme veffels, is a meafure, 
in Dr. Cullen’s opinion, of the utmoft neceffity in the cure of the 
plague: and the whole of the means formerly mentioned, as fuited 
to this indication, are extremely\proper. ‘The giving an emetic, 
atthe firft approach of the difeafe, would probably be of great 
fervice ; and it is probable, that, at fome other periods. of the 
difeafe, emetics might be ufeful, both by evacuating bile abounding 
in the alimentary canal, and by taking off the {pafm of the ex- 
treme veffels. Indeed Baron Afh, and fome other of the Ruffian 
_practitioness, reprefent the early and repeated ufe of emetics as: 
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‘the only and effe€tual mode of cure. 

From fome principles with refpe@t to fever in general, and with | 
refpect to the plague in particular, Dr. Cullen is of opinion, that 
after the exhibition of the firft vomit, the. body fhould be difpofed 
to fweat; but this fweat fhould be raifed only to a mroderate de- 
gree, though it muft be continued for twenty-four hours or more 
if the patient bears it eafily. - The {weating isto be excited and 
conducted according to the roles laid down under SyNocHa ; 
and muft be promoted by the plentiful ufe of diluents rendered 
more grateful by vegetable acids, or more powerful by being im- 
pregnated with fome portion of neutral falts. ‘To fupport the 
patient under the continuance of the fweat, a litue weak broth, 
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acidulated with the juice of lemons, may be given frequently, 
and fometimes a little wine if the heat of the body be not confi-~ 
derable. If fudorific medicines are judged neceflary, opiates will 
be found moft effectual and fafe ; but they {hould not be combined 
with aromatics, and probably may be more effectual if joined 
with a portion of emetics and of neutral falts. But if, notwith-~ 
flanding the ufe of emetics and fudorifics in the beginning, the 
difeafe fhould fill continue, the cure muft turn upon the ufe of 
means for obviating debility and putrefcency ; and for this pur- 
pofe tonic medicines, efpecially the Peruvian bark, and cold drink, 
are the moft proper. ‘The moft proper treatment of the buboes 
and carbuncles which occur in this difeafe, belong to furgery. 

To the foregoing fuggeftions as to the treatment of the plague, 
we fhall add the more circumftantial account given by Dr. For- 
dyce. oe ia } + 
The putrid vapour in the air may perhaps be deftroyed by im- 

pregnating it with acids ; as, by burning great quantities of wood, 
or detaching great quantities of concentrated muriatic acid from 
fea-falt by the vitriolic, and evaporating It x Ge 

Fear, gricf, and anxiety, indigeftible and flatulent food, cof- 
tivenefs, cold, ard the other caufes of fever, are to be avoided‘ as 
much as poffible. 

Medicines deftroying the irritability of the body may be exhi- 
bited (as a glafs of wine) when any one is unavoidably expofed 
to the infeétion in cireumftances where it would act more pow- 

-erfully. The bark may be ufed as a prefervative, according to 
(No. 46.) or in a fimilar form. i 

The fever is to be put a ftop to, if poffible, by the moft pow~ 
erful means of taking off the fymptoms of the firft ftage. Thus 

(No. 1.) fhould be adminiftered: 

-” Cap. vefp. hora ix fuperbib. Infuf. Cham, vel Card. Benedict. 
-nequaquam tamen ultra modum urgeatur vomitus ; in lecto etiam 
_detineatur 2ger. . 
- After the operation of the emetic, the patient is to be laid in 
cloth of cotton: or flannel, his head bound round, and when warm, 
the draught (No 33.) is to be given. eit 
If a fweat can be raifed by thefe means, it is to be kept up by 
_ the relaxing medicines (No. 27.).° ee eS 
If the vomiting fhould continue, it might perhaps be advif~ 
able to add a few drops of laudanum to the draught. ? 
The patient is to drink copioufly of any warm watery fluid at 
; he tame-timey = ’ ak | 
If by thefe means the fever fhould be carried off, (No. 36. 
and 37,) may be made ufe of to prevent a relapfe. : 

If the fymptoms indicating ftrong action of the veffels fhould’be 
very violent, it may be neceffary to take away a little blood, No 
folid food is to be ufed. | ae 


| 
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_ From the defcriptions given, and methods of cure applied by™ 
the different authors who have treated of the plague in cold cli- 
mates, the above feems to be the moft promifing means of faving | 
patients, who would otherwife certainly be deftroyed. A. 
An inflammation of a lymphatic gland, fometimes arifes at | 
the beginning, and diminifhes or’entirely carries off the fever. 
This inflammation .is never to be taken off, but always brought 
to fuppuration. | 
Inflammations alfo arife in this difeafe, which tend very ftrongly | 
to gangrene. 
Multitudes of patients appear to have been loft for want of ne~ 
ceflary attendance, on account of the danger. aN 


Genus XXVIII. VARIOLA. 
The SMALL+POX. 


— Variola, Sauy. gen, 92. Lae 3. Sag. gen. 290, | 
Febris variolofa, Vag. 35. Hoffm. Il. 49. ee 
© Wariolz, Boerh. 1371. ‘funck. 76. ae 


Sp. I. The diftind? SMALL-Pox, 


Watiola difcreta benigna, Sauv. fp. 2. | 
Variole regulares difcretze, Syden. fect. iii. cap. 2. 
Variolz.difcretz fimplices, Helvet. Ob. fp. 1. Ly 
Variola difcreta complicata, Sauv. fp. 2. Helvet. fp. 2. 
Variole anomala, Sydenh. fect. iv. cap. 6. 
- Variola difcreta dyfenteriodes, Sauv. {p. 4. Sydenh. fet. iv. 
Cap. I. a, 
Variola difcreta veficularis, Sauv.fp.5. ; 
_ . Variola difcreta cryftallina. Mead, de variol. cap. 2. ee 
Variola difcreta verrucofa, Sauv. fp. 6. Mead, ibid. | | 
Variola difcreta filiquofa, Sauv. {p. 7. Freind, Oper. p. 358. _ 
 Variola difcreta miliaris, Sauv. fp. 8. Helvet, Obf. fp. 3. 


Sp. Il. The confluent SMALL-Pox. | 


Variola confluens, Savy. fp. 9. . | i. 
: Variole regulares. confluentes, ann. 1667. Sydenham, fe. iii, | 
cap. li. | 
- Variole confluentes fimplices, He/vet. Obf. fp. 1. 
Variola confluens cryftallina, Sauv. fp. 10. 
Variola japonica, Kempfer, 
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Veficule dive Barbarx, C. Pis. Obf. 149. 

Variola confluens maligna, He/vet. Obt. {p. Te 

Variola confluens cohzrens, Sauv. {p. 11. 

Variola confluens maligna, Helvet. {p. 2. 
Variola confluens nigra, Sauv.{p. 12. Sydenham, fect, vs Cap. 4s 
Variola confluens maligna, He/vet. {p. 3. 

Variola fanguinea, Mead, de variolis, cap. 2. 

Variola confluens corymbofa, Sauv. ip. 13. 

Variola confluens maligna, Helvet. fp. 4. 


1. Defeription.] In the diftinct fmall-pox, the difeafe begins 
svith a fynocha or inflammatory fever. It generally comes on 
about mid-day, with fome fymptoms of a cold ftage, and com- 
monly with a confiderable languor and drowfinefs. A hot ftage 
is foon formed, and becomes more confiderable on the fecond 
and third day. During this courfe children-are liable to frequent 
ftartings from their flumbers ; and adults, if they are kept in bed, 
are difpofed to much fweating. On the third day, children are 
fometimes affected with one or two epileptic fits. “Towards the 
end of the third day the eruption commonly appearsy: and gradu- 
ally increafes during the fourth ; appearing firft on the face, and 
fucceflively on the inferior parts, {fo as to be completed over the 
whole body on the fifth day. From the third day the fever abatesy : 
and againtt the fifth it entirely ceafes. “The eruption appears firit 
in fmall red fpots hardly eminent, but by degrees rifing into pim- 
ples. There are generally but few on the face ; but, even when 
more numerous, they are feparate and diftinct from one anothere 
On the fifth or fixth day, a fmall veficle, containing an almoft 
colourlefs fluid, appears on the top of each pimple. For two days 
thefe veficles increafe in breadth only, and there is a {mall hollow 
pit in the middle, fo that they are not raifed into {pheroidical 
puftules till the eighthday.. Thefe puftules, from their firft form - 
ation, continue to be furrounded with an exactly circular ine 
flamed margin, which, when they are numerous, diffufes fome in- 
flammation over the neighbouring fkin, fo as to give fomewhat 
of a damafk-rofe colour to the fpaces between the puftules. As 
the puftules increafe in fize, the face {wells confiderably if they - 
are numerous on it; and the eyelids particularly are fo much 
{welled, that the eyes are entirely fhut. As the difeafe proceeds, 
the matter in the puftules becomes by degrees more opaque and 
white, and at length affumes a yellowifh colour. On the 11th 
day the {welling of the face is abated, and the puftules feem quite 
full. On the top of each a dark fpot appears ; and at’this place 
the puftule, on the 11th day, or foon after, is fpontancoully 
broken, and a portion of the matter oozes out; in confequence of 
which the pultule is fhrivelled, and fubfides; while the matter 
gozing out dries, and forms a cruit upon its furface, Sometimes 
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only a little of the matter oozes out, and what remains in the 
puftule becomes thick and even hard. After fome days, both the 
cru{ts and the hardened puftules fall off, leaving the fkin which 
they covered of a brownith colour; nor doth it refume its 
natural red colour till many days after. In fome cafes, where 
the matter of the puflules has been more liquid, the crufts 
formed from it are later in falling off, and the part they covered — 
{uffers fome defquamation, which occafions a fmall hollow or 
pit in it. : 
_ . On the legs and hands the matter is frequently abforbed; fo 
that at the height of the difeafe, thefe puftules appear as empty 
as veficles. On the roth and rith days, as the {welling of the 
face fubfides, a fwelling arifes in the hands and feet; but which. 
again fubfides as the puitules come to maturity. When the puf- 
tules on the face are numerous, fome degree of pyrexia appears © 
on the roth and 11th days; but difappears again after the puf-_ 
tules are fully ripened, or perhaps remains in a very flight degree : 
till the puftules on the feet have finifhed their courfe; and it is 
feldom that any fever continues longer in the diftin& fmall-pox, ~ 
When the puftules are numerous on the face, upon the fixth or © 
feventh day fome-uneafinefs of the throat, with a hoarfenefs of | 
the voice, comes on, and a thin liquid is poured out from the - 
mouth, Thefe fymptoms increafe with the {welling of the face ; — 
and the liquids of the mouth and throat becoming thicker are with ~ 
difficulty thrown out: and there is at the fame time fome difficulty — 
in {wallowing, fo that liquids taken in to be fwallowed are fre= — 
quently rejected or thrown out by the nofe. But all thefe af-— 
fections of the fauces are abated as the {welling of the face fub. ~ 
fides. : | 4 
In the confluent fmall-pox all the fymptoms above mentioned — 
are much more fevere. ‘lhe eruptive. fever particularly is-more ’ 
violent; the pulfe is more frequent and more contracted, ap- — 
proaching to-that ftate of pulfe which is obferved in typhus. The © 
coma is more confiderable, and there is frequently a delirium. — 
Vomiting alfo frequently attends, efpecially at the beginning of © 
the difeafe. In very young infants. epileptic fits are fometimes - 
frequent on the firft days of the difeafe, and fometimes prove fatal 
before any eruption appears, or they ufher in a very confluent and 
putnid {mall-pox. But,~at the fame time, it has been juftly re-— 
marked by Dr. Sydenham, and other accurate obfervers, that ' 
epileptic attacks more frequently precede diftinét and mild, than 
malignant and confluent, fmall-pox. The eruption appears in > 
the confluent’more early on the third day, and it is frequently 
preceded or accompanied with an eryfipelatous eflorefcence. © 
Sometimes the eruption appears in ciufters, like the meafles. 
When the eruption is completed, the pimples are always more * 
numerous upon the face, and at the fame time fmaller and lefs » 
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eminent. Upon the eruption the fever fuffers fome remiffion, but 
never goes off entirely ; and after the fifth or fixth day it increafes 
again, and continues to be confiderable throughout the remaining 
part of the difeafe. The veticles formed on the top of the pim- 
"ples appear fooner; and while they increafe in breadth. they do 
not retain a circular, but are every way of an irregular figure. 
Many of them run into one another, infomuch that very often 
the face is covered with one veficle rather than with a number of 
puftules. The veficles, as far as they are any way feparated, do 
not arife to afpheroidal form, but remain flat, and fometimes the 
whole of the face is of an even furface.. Whenthe puftules are 
in any meafure feparated, they are not bounJed by an inflamed 
margin, but the part of the fkin that is free.irom puftules is com-_ 
monly pale and flaccid. The liquor that is in the puftales changes 
from a clear to an opaque appearance, and becomes whitith or 
brownifh, but never acquires the yellow colour and_ thick con- 
fiftence that appears in the diftinct fmall-pox. The {welling of 
the face, which only fometimes attends the confluent kind, alfo- 
comes on more early, and arifes to a greater height, but abates 
confiderably on the tenth or eleventh day. At this time the puf- 
tules or veficles break and fhrivel; pouring out at the fame time 
aliquor, which is formed into brown or black crufts, which do 
not fall off for a long time after. ‘Thofe of the face, in falling 
off, leave the fkin fubje&t to a defquamation, which pretty cer- 
tainly produces pittings. Onthe other parts of the body the puf- - 
tules of the confluent fmall-pox are more diftinct than on the 
face; but never acquire the fame maturity and confiftence of 
pus as in the properly diftin@ kind. The falivation, which fome-_ 
times only attends the diftin@ {mall-pox, very conftantly attends 
the confluent; and both the falivation and the affection of the 
fauces above mentioned are, efpecially in adults, in a higher 
degree. In infants a diarrhoea comes frequently in place of.a 
falivation. | 

In this kind of fmall-pox there is often a very confiderable pu- 
trefcency of the fluids, as appears from petechia, from ferous 
veficles, under which the fkin fhews a difpofition to gangrene, 
and from bloody urine or other hemorrhages ; all of which fymp- 
toms frequently attend this difeafe. In the confluent {mall-pox 
alfo, the fever, which had only fuffered a remiffion from the 
eruption to the maturation, at or immediately after this period is 
frequently renewed again with confiderable violence. ‘This is 
what has been called the /econdary fever, and is of various dura- 
tion and event. eas | aes 

2. Caufes, &c.] It is evident that the fmall pox is originally 
produced by a contagion ; and that this contagion is a ferment 
with refpect to the fluids of the human body, which affimilates a 
great part of them to its own nature; or, at leaft, we have every - 
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reafon to believe that a {mall quantity of contagious matter ins 
troduced, is fomehow multiplied and increafed in the circulating 
fluids of the animal body. This quantity paffes again out of the 
hody, partly by infenfible perfpiration, and partly by being depo- 
fited in puftules: the caufes which determine more of the va= 
riolous matter to pafs by perfpiration, or to form puftules, are 
probably certain circumftauces of the fkin, which determine more 
‘or lefs of the variolous matter to ftick in it, or .to pafs freely 
through it. The circumftance of the fkin, which feems to de- 
termine the variolous matter to ftick in it, is a certain ftate of 
inflammation depending much on the heat of it: thus we have 
many inflances of parts of the body, from being more heated, 
having a greater number of puftules than other parts. Thus 
parts covered with plafters, efpecially thofe of the ftimulant kind, 
fe more puftules than others. Certain circumftances alfo, fuch 
as adult age, and full living, deter nining to a phlogiftic diathefis, 
feem to produce a greater number of pultules, and vice werfa. lt 
is therefore probable, that an inflammatory ftate of the whole 
fyftem, and more particularly of the fkin, gives occafion to a 
greater number of puftules; and the caufes of this may produce 
moft of the other circumftances of the confluent fmall-pox, fuch 
as the ime of eruption, the continuance of the fever, the effufion 
of a more putrefcent matter, and lefs fit to be converted “into 
pus, together with the form and other circumftances of the 
puitules. : . 

3. Prognofis.| The more exactly the difeafe retains the form 
of the diitinét kind, it is the fafer; and the more completely the 
difeafe takes the form of the confluent kind, it is the more dan- 
gerous. It is only when the diftinG kind fhews a great number 

of pultules on the face or otherwife, by fever or putrefcency, ap- 
proaching to the circumftances of the confluent, that the diftin@ 
Kind is attended with any danger. : 
In the confluent kind the danger is always very contiderable ; 
and the more violent and permanent the fever is, the greater the 
danger ; and efpecially in proportion to the increafe of the fymp= 
toms of putrefcency. When the putrid difpofition is very great, 
the difeafe fometimes proves fatal before the eighth day 5 but in 
moft cafes death happens on the eleventh, and fometimes not tll 
the fourteenth or feventeenth day. 

Though the fmall-pox may not prove immediately fatal, the 

more violent kinds are often followed by a morbid ftate of the 
body, fometimes of very dangerous event. Thefe confequences, 
according to’ Dr. Cullen, may be imputed fometimes to an acrid 
matter produced by the preceding difeafe, and depofited in differ- 
ent parts; and fometimes to an inflammatory diathefis produced 
' and determined to particular parts of the body. 
4. Cure.] ‘The art of medicine hath never yet afforded a me- 
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thod of preventing the eruption of the fmall-pox after the conta~ 
gion is received; all that can be done is, to render the difeafe 
more mild, which is generally effected by LnocuLaTion. It is 
not to be fuppofed that the mere giving of the infection artificially 
could make any difference in the nature of. the difeafe, was it not 
that certain precautions are commonly ufed in the cafe of thofe 
who are inoculated, which cannot be ufed in the cafe of thofe . 
who receive them naturally. Thefe meafures, according to Dr. 
Cullen, are chiefly the following. 

1. The choofing for the fubject of inoculation perfons other- 
wife free from difeafe, and not liable from their age or otherwile 
to any incidental difeafe. | 

2. The choofing that ti 
a mild difeafe. : 

3. The choofing for the practice a feafon mofi favourable to a 
mild difeafe. 

4. The preparing the perfon to be inoculated, by enjoining 
abftinence from improper food for fome time before inoculation. 

5. The preparing the perfon, by giving mercurial and anti- 
monial medicines. ia 

6. The taking care at the time of inoculation to avoid in- 
temperance, fear, or other circumftances which might aggravate 
the future difeafe. 

». After thefe preparations and precautions, the choofing a fit 
matter to be employed in inoculation, by taking it from a perfon 
of a found conttitution, and free from any difeafe, or fufpicion 
of it; by taking it from a perfon who has had the {mall-pox of 
the moft benign kind ; and, laftly, by taking the matter from fuch 
perfon as foon as it has appeared in the puftules, either on the 


me of life which is moft favourable to 


part inoculated, or on other parts of the body. 


8. The introducing, by inoculation, but a {mall portion of the 
contagious matter. \ ag Be 

g. After inoculation, the continuing a temperate diet, and the 
employment of mercurial and antimonialk medicines, yet at the 
fame time avoiding too frequent purging. 

10. Both before and after inoculation, taking care to avoid ex- 
ternal heat, either from the fun, artificial fires, warm chambers, 
much clothing, or being much in bed; and, on the contrary, 
expofing the perfon to a free and.cool air. 

11. Upon the appearance of the eruptive fever, the renderin 
that moderate by the employment of purgatives; by the ufe of 
cooling and antifeptic acids ; and efpecially by expofing the perfon * 


frequently to a cool, and even a ¢old air, at the fame time giving 


freely of cold drink, 

12. After the eruption, the continuing the application of cold 
air, and the ufe of laxatives, during the courte of the difeafe, 
fill the puftules are fully ripened. 
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On thefe meafures Dr. Cullen obferves, that, as the;common 
infection may often feize perfons under a difeafed ftate, which 
may render the fmall-pox more violent, it is evident that inocula+ 
tion muft have a great advantage by avoiding fuch- concurrence.. 
But as the avoiding of this may in the mean time frequently leave 
perfons expofed to the common infection, it is well worth while 
to enquire what are the difeafed ftates which fhould reftrain from 
the practice of inoculation. This is not yet fufficiently afcer- 
tained: for it hath been obferved, that the fmall-pox has often 
occurred with a difeafed {tate of the body, without being thereby 
rendered more violent ; and it hath alfo been obferved, that fome 
difeafes of the fkin are equally innocent. Dr. Cullen is of opinion 
that they are difeafes of the febrile kind, ‘or fuch ailments as in- 
duce or aggravate a febrile ftate, that efpecially give the concur= _ 
rence which is moft dangerous with the fmall-pox. He is alfo 
of opinion, that though a perfon be in a difeafed ftate, if that 
flate be of uncertain nature and effect, and at the fame time the 
“{mall-pox is very common in the neighbourhood, fo that it muft 
be extremely difficult to guard againft the common infeétion, it 
will always be fafer-to give the fmall-pox by inoculation than 
to leave the perfon to.take them by the common infeétion. 

Vhough inoculation has been practifed wish fafety upon per- 
fons of all ages, yet there is reafon to conclude, that adults are 
more liable to a violent difeafe than perfons of younger years. At 
the fame time it is obferved, that children, in the time of their firft 
dentition, are liable, from the irritation of that, to have the fmall- 
pox rendered more violent; and that infants, before the time of 
dentition, upon receiving the contagion of the fmall-pox, are 
liable to be :affli@ted with epileptic fits, which frequently prove 
fatal. Hence it is evident, that though circumftances may admit 
and approve of inoculation at any age, yet for the moft part it 
will be advantageous to choofe perfons after the firft dentition is 
over, and before the time of puberty. ‘But, in large cities in 
particular, if the operation be delayed till after dentition, the pa-= 
tient muft run many rifks of accidental infection, and thus many. 
will be cut off by the natural fmall-pox who might have been 
faved by more early inoculation. Accordingly, in towns e{pe-" 
cially, it is now the common practice to inoculate infants when 
only three or four months old; and indeed accidents fo rarely 
“happen, that it is almoft impoffible to conceive that greater fuc- 
cefs can be obtained at any other period of life. 

The operation of inoculation may be performed at any feafon 
of the year; yet it is certain that the cold of winter may increafe 
the inflammatory, and the heats of fummer increafe the putref- 
cent, ftate of the fmall-pox, it is highly probable that inoculation 
may have fome advantage from avoiding the extremes either of 
cold or heat. 
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- As the ufe of animal-food may increafe both the inflammatory 
and putrefcent ftate of the human body, fo it muft render per- | 
fons, in receiving the- contagion of the fmall-pox, lefs fecure 
againft a violent difeafe ; and therefore inoculation may derive 
fome advantage by enjoining abftinence from animal-food for 
fome time before the operation is performed: but Dr. Cullen is 
of opinion, that a fhorter- time is neceflary than what is com- 

amonly prefcribed. | , Hig | 

Mercurial and antimonial preparations may have fome effet in 
determining to a more free-perfpiration, and therefore may be of 
fome ufe in preparing a perfon for the fmail-pox; but there are 
many obfervations which render their ufe doubtful. ‘The quan- 
tity of both thefe medicines, particularly the antimony, commonly 
employed, is too inconfiderable to have any effect. Mercurials. 
indeed have been often employed more freely ; but even their fa - 
jutary effects have not been evident, and they have fometimes 
been manifeftly produ€tive of mifchief. It is therefore much to 
‘be doubted, whether inoculation really derives any benefit from 
thefe preparatory courfes or not. : 

It has been often obferved, in the cafe of almoft all contagions, 
that cold, intemperance, fear, and fome other circumftances, con- 
‘curring with the application of the contagion, have greatly aggra- 
vated the future difeafe ; it muft undoubtedly be the fame in the 
cafe of the {mall-pox: and it is certain that inoculation muft de- 
rive a great advantage, perhaps its principal one, from avoiding 
the concurrences above mentioned. 

it has commonly been fuppofed, that inoculation deferves fome 
advantage from the choice of the matter employed in it; but it is 
very doubtful if any choice be here neceflary, or can be of any 
benefit in determining the ftate of the difeafe. It is not indeed 
probable that there is any difference of contagion producing the 
imall-pox; for there are intumerable inftances of ‘the contagion 
arifing from a perfon who labours under the diftinct {mall-pox 
producing the confluent kind, and the contrary, Since thé prac- 
tice of inoculation hath been introduced, it has alfo been obferved, 
that the fame variolous matter would in one perfon produce the 
diftinct and in another the confluent {mall-pox. It is therefore 
highly probable, that the difference of the {mall-pox does not 
-much depend upon any difference of the. contagion, but upon 
fome difference in the ftate of the perfons to whom it is apphed, 
or in the {tate of certain circumf{tances concurring with the ap- 
_ plication of the contagion. en ae | 

Some have fuppofed, that inoculation has an advantage over the 
natural infection, by introducing. only a {mall portion of conta- 
¥lous matter into the body ; but this is by no means well afcer- 
tained. It is not known what quantity of contagion is introduced 
into the body by the common infection of the {mall-pox; and it 
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is probable the quantity is not great: nor, though it were farger 
than that thrown in by inoculation, is it certain what the effects 
would be. A certain quantity of ferment may be neceffary to 
excite fermentation in a given mafs; but when that quantity is 
‘given, the fermentation and affimilation are extended to the whole 
mafs ; and we do not find that a greater quantity than is juft ne- 
ceflary, either increafes the aCtivity of the fermentation, or more. 
certainly fecures the aflimilation of the whole. In the cafe of the 
fmall-pox, a confiderable difference in the quantity of the con- 
tagion introduced hath not-fhewn any effets in modifying the 
difeafe. . Cane 
Purging has the effe€t of diminifhing the aCtivity of the fan- 
suiferous fyftem, and of obviating the inflammatory ftate of it; 
and therefore it is probable, that the occafional ufe of cooling pur- 
gatives gives a confiderable advantage to the practice of inocu- 
lation; and probably this is alfo obtained by diminifhing the de- 
termination to the fkin. It feems alfo probable, that mercurials 
and antimonials are ufeful only as they make part of the purging | 
courte. fe gree era 
It is a fact that the flate of the fmall-pox depends very much 
upon the ftate of the eruptive fever, and_particularly in avoiding 
the inflammatory ftate of the fkin; and therefore it is alfo pro- 
bable, that the meafures taken for moderating the eruptive fever, 
and inflammatory ftate-of the fkin, are the greateft improvement — 
which has been made in the practice of moculation. The ten- 
dency of purging, and the ufe of acids to this purpofe, is fulh- 
ciently obvious: and upon the fame grounds we fhould fuppofe 
that blood-letting might be ufeful; but. probably this has been 
- omitted, and perhaps other remedies might be fo, fince we have 
found a more powerful and effectual one in the application of cold 
air and the ufe of cold drink. | : 
It hath been the pra€tice of inoculators to continue the ufe of 
purgatives and the application of cold air after the eruption; but 
it cannot be, faid to give any particular advantages to inoculation, 
and the employment. of purgatives feems often to have led to an © 
abufe. When the ftate of the eruption is determined, when the 
number of puitules is very imall, and the fever has entirely ceafed, 
the fafety of the difeafe may be faid to be afcertained, and further _ 
remedies abfolutely fuperfluous ; in {uch cafes therefore the'ufe of 
purgatives is unneceflary, and may be hurtful. % | 
~~ It remains now only to confider the treatment of the fmall-pox, 
when the fymptoms are violent, as may fometimes happen, even - 
after inoculation and every remedy and precaution have been ufed. 
The caufe of this is not afcertained, but it feems to be a putre- 
fcent tendency of the fluids. When therefore, from the pre- 
vailing of fmall-pox as an epidemic, and more efpecially when it _ 
is known that a perfon not formerly affected with the difeafe has _ 
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been expofed to the infection, if fuch perfon fhould be attacked 
with the fymptoms of fever, there can be little doubt that it is the : 
fever of the fmall-pox, and therefore he is to be treated in every 
refpect as if he had received the difeafe by inoculation. He is to 
be freely expofed to cool air, to be purged, and to have cooling 
acids given liberally. If thefe meafures moderate the fever, nothing 
more is neceflary; but if the nature of the fever be uncertain; 
or if, with fufpicions of the {mall pox, the fever be violent, or 
even if, knowing the diftemper to be the {mall-pox, the meafures _ 
above mentioned do not moderate the fever fufliciently, venefec- 
tion will be proper ; and more efpecially if the perfon be an adult, 
of a plethoric habit, and accuftomed to full living. In-the fame 
circumftances it will alfo be proper to give a vomit; which is 
ufeful in the beginning of all fevers, and efpecially in this, where 
a determination to the ftomach appears by pain and fpontaneous 
vomiting. | 

It frequently happens, efpecially in infants, that, during the 
eruptive fever of the fmall-pox, convulfions occur. Of thefe, if 
only one or two fits appear on the evening preceding the eruption, 
they give a prognoftic of a mild difeafe, and require no remedy :_ 
but if they occur more early, are violent, and frequently repeat- 
ed, they are very dangerous, and require a fpeedy remedy; and 
here bleeding and bliftering are of no fervice, the only effeCtual 
medicine is an opiate given in a large dofe. | 

Theie are the remedies neceffary during the eruptive fever; and 
if, upon the eruption, the puftules on the face are diftin@, and 
their number few, the difeafe requires no further remedies. But 
_ when, upon the eruption, the number of pimples on the face is 
confiderable ; when they are not diftinét ; and efpecially if, upon’ | 
the fifth day, the fever does not fuffer a confiderable remiffion ; 
the difeafe {till requires a great deal of attention. 

If, after the eruption, the fever fhall ftill continue, the avoid= 
ing of heat and the continuing to expofe the body to a cool air 
will {till be proper. If the fever be confiderable, with a full hard 
pulfe, in an adult perfon, a bleeding will be neceflary, and more 
certainly a cooling purgative, fuch as (No. 13. or 46.) 3 but it will 
be feldom neceflary to repeat the bleeding, as a lofs of {trength 
very foon comes on; but the repetition of a purgative, or the 
frequent ufe of laxative clyfters, (No. 34. or 89.), is commonly 
advantageous. | | 

When a lofs of ftrength, with other marks of a putrefcent ten- 
dency: of the fluids, appears, the Peruvian bark muft be given in 
fubftance, and in large quantity. In the fame cafe, the ufe of 
acids and of nitre is advantageous, and commonly it is proper alfo 
to give wine very freely. (Vide Formule, No. 46. and AQ} 
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From the fifth day of the difeafe, throughout the whole courfe of 
it, it is proper._to give an opiate (No. g.) once or twice a-day 5- 
taking care at the fame time to obviate coftivenefs, by purgatives 
or by laxative clyfters. (Vide Formule, No. ros. and 34.) From | 
the eighth to the eleventh day of .a violent difeafe, it will be pro- 
‘per to lay on blifters fucceflively on different parts of the body, — 
and that without regard to the parts being covered with puftules.” 

Blifters are alfo to be applied to the external fauces, in cafe of dif- 
ficult deglutition, and vifcid faliva and mucus, which are thrown 


out with difficulty, and at the fame time that detergent gargles 


(No. 59. or 74.) are to be diligently ufed. During the whole courfe _ 
of this difeafe, when a confiderable fever is prefent, antimonial 
medicines, in naufeating dofes, have by fome been alleged-to be — 
employed with advantage; and in this. way they have often the — 
effect of moving the belly. But the great diftrefs which patients 
fuffer from a ftate of conftant naufea is hardly to be borne; and — 
every advantage which can be had from this practice may be ob- 
tained by eafier means. Where this method, however, is thought 
eligible, the following antimonial folution dire€ted by Dr. Nankivei 
may be adopted: - | ae 
(No. 59.). K-Antimon. tartar. gr. v. | Page : 
Aque fontis 3vj 
Syr. papav. errat. 3]. Fiat Solutio. Detur cochl. - 
minim. omni hora. | . tae ae 
The dofe, however, muft be regulated according to the age of 


the patient and other circumftances of the cafe. 


° 


The remedies above mentioned are frequently proper from the 


- fifth day till the fuppuration be finithed. But after that period — 


the fever\is fometimes continued and increafed ; or fometimes, ~ 
where there was little or no fever before, a fever now arifes and 


- continues with confiderable danger; this is called the fecondary 


Peruvian bark and acids. . 


fever, and requires a particular treatment. ; 
When the fecondary fever follows the diftin&. fmall-pox, and ~ 
the pulfe is full and hard, the cafe is to be treated as an inflam-_ 
matory affection, by bleeding and purging; but the fecondary — 
fever which follows the confluent kind is to be confidered as a | 
putrid difeafe, and bleeding is improper. Some purging may be 
neceflary, but the remedies to be chiefly depended upon are the 
The following formula of Dr. Nankivel is very fuitable for this — 
urpofe : i > | 2 
4No. 60.)’ R, Cinchone flave in pulv. trit. Ziifs. 
| Myrrhe in pulv. trit. fs. 
Sp. vini. ten t6j.. Digere et cola. tiie ae 
Detur cochl, j. (addendo acid. vitriol. dilut. gutt. x. ad xx) ter die, 


s 
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: Dr. Saurders recommends (No. 49.), or the following : 
(No. 161.) RB Cinchone flav. pulv. crafs. fs. 
5 Rofar. rub. exficcat. 33). 
| Aque ferventis 3x1j. | 
Macera in vafe idoneo et liquorem cola. 
~B Inful. colat. Zvij. adde, 
Acid. vitriol. dilut. 3]. 
cits Syr. fimpl. 3 fs: | 

_ Ut fiat Miftura cujus cyathum bibat quarta quaque hor’. 

Sydenham has recommended to give {mall-beer and the. Sp. 
witriol. ether. freely in cafes of great malignity ; and in fuppreffion 
of urine, to take the patient out of bed and expofe him to cold 
air. Artificially prepared oxygen gas, however, feems to promife 
itill greater benefits in fuch cafes. __ | | 

When the fecondary fever firft appears, whether after a diftin& 
or confluent fmall-pox, it is ufeful to. exhibit an antimonial 
(No. 159.) in fuch a manner as to produce flight vomiting. For 
avoiding the pits which frequeritly follow the {mall-pox, no method 
hitherto propofed feems to be f{ufficiently certain. 

On the fubjeét of wariolous inoculation, Baron Dimfdale, a very 
celebrated writer, and more converfant than any other, perhaps, 
with the phenomena of the difeafe in that or the natural way, in- 
forms us, that were it left to his choice, he would decline inocu- 
lating children under two years old; becaufe within that period 
they are expofed to all the dangers of dentition, fevers, fluxes, 
convulfions, and other accidents, fufficiently difficult in them- 
lelves to manage, in fuch tender fubjeéts. 

In regard to conftitution, experience has proved that greater 
liberties may be taken than were formerly judged admiffible. Per- 
fons affli€ted with various chronic complaints, of {crophulous,, 
{corbutic, arthritic habits ; perfons of unwieldy corpulency, and 
of intemperate, irregular lives; have all pafled through this 
difeafe with as much facility as the moft_ temperate, healthy, and 
regular. But thofe who labour under any acute or critical difeafe, 
or its effects, are obvioufly unfit and improper fubjects. So like- 
wife are thofe in whom are evident marks of corrofive acrimo- 
nious humours, or who have an evident debility of the whole 
frame from inanition or any other caufe. All fuch require to be 
treated in a particular manner previous to the introdudtion of this 
difeafe. Conftitutions difpofed to frequent returns of intermit- 
tents, feem likewife juftly exceptionable ; efpecially as the prepa- 
ratory regimen may in fome habits increafe this tendency. How- 
ever, initances have occurred of fevere ague-fits attacking perfons 
between the infertion of the matter and the eruption of the fmall- 
pox, and even during maturation, when the Peruvian bark has 
been given liberally and with much fuccefs ; the principal proces, 
im the mean time, fuffering no interruption, 
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Among the circumftances generally confidered as more or lefg 
_ propitious to inoculation, the feafon of the year has been reckon~_ 
ed a matter of fome importance. Spring and autumn have been 
generally recommended, as being the moft temperate feafons ; the 
cold of winter and the fummer-heats having been judged unfavour-~ 
able for this purpofe. But Baron Dimfdale remarks, that expe=. 
rience does not juftify thofe opinions ; for according to the beft 
obfervation he has been able to make, inoculated perfons have ge= 
nerally had more puftules in {pring than at any other time of the 
year; and epidemic difeafes being commonly moft frequent in 
autumn, efpecially fluxes, intermittents, and ulcerated fore throats _ 
(aH which are liable to mix more or lefs with the fmall-pox), the 
‘autumn, upon this account, does not feem to be the moft favour- 
able feafon in general. 3 4 zi ; 
It is evident that, confidering the indifputable benefits arifing at 
all times to patients in the fmall-pox, from the free admiffion of 
frefh cool air and evacuations, we may fafely inoculate at all fea- 
fons, provided care be taken to fereen the patients as much as pof- 
fible from heat in fummer, and to prevent them from keeping 
_ themfelves too warm and too much fhut up,. as they are naturally 
‘difpofed to do, from the weather in winter. When feafons, how- 
ever, are marked with any peculiar epidemics, of fuch a kind 
efpecially as may render a mild difeafe more untractable, it may 
perhaps be moft prudent not to inoculate while fuch difeafes are’ 
prevalent. : . 
In direGting the preparatory regimen, Baron Dimfdale princi- 
pally aimed at the following points, viz. To reduce the patient,” 
if in high health, to 2 lower and more fecure flate; to ftrengthen 
the conftitution, if too low; to correct what appears vitiated 5 
and to clear the ftomach and bowels, as much as may be, from all 
crudities and their effets. With this view he orders fuch of his 
patients as conftitute the firft clafs above mentioned, and who are 
by much the majority, to live in the following-manner: to ab- 
ftain from all animal food, including broths, and hkewife butter _ 
and cheefe; from all fermented liquors, excepting “{mall-beer, 
which is allowed fparingly ; and from all fpices, and whatever is 
endued with a manifeft heating quality. "The diet fhould confift - 
of pudding, gruel, fago, milk; rice-milk, fruit-pies, greens, roots,- 
and vegetables of any of the kinds in feafon, prepared or raw. — 
Eggs, though not to be eaten alone, are allowed in puddings, and 
butter in pie-cruft. ‘The patients are to be careful that they do 
not eat fuch a quantity as to overload their {tomachs, even of this 
kind of food. ‘l'ea, coffee, or chocolate, are permitted for break~ 
faft, to thofe who choofe or are accuftomed to them. ‘ me 
In this manner they are directed to proceed about nine or ten 
davs before the operation; during which period, at neariy equal 
iat | ~~ sho. dofes of the following 
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powder, eithér made into pills or mixed with a little fyrup or jelly, 
at bed-time, and a dofe of Glauber’s falts, diffolved in thin water- 
_ gruel, on the fucceeding morning after the laft powder. ~ 
The powder is compofed in the following way : 
(No. 162.) K Calomel. gr. ij. ' 8 
Puly. e chel. gr. viij.. 
ars Antimon. tartaris. gr.4. Mifce fiat Pulvis. 

Inftead of the latter article, Baron Dimfdale has fometimes fub- 
ftituted two grains of precipitated fulphur of antimony. In order to 
facilitate the divifion of the dofes, a large quantity is prepared at 
once, and great care taken that the feveral ingredients be well mixed. 

This ‘quantity is ufually fufficient for a healthy ftrong man; and 
the dofe muft be leflened for women or children, according to 
their age and ftrength, as well as for perfons advanced in years. 

The firft dofe is generally ordered at the commencement of the 
courfe; the fecond, three or four days after; and the third, about 
the eighth or ninth day. ‘The Baron choofes to inoculate the day 
after the laft dofe' has been taken. On the days of purging, broths 
are allowed, and the patients are defired to abftain from unpre- 
pared vegetables. PAS | 

What has been faid concerning the preparation, muft be con- 
fidered as proper only for the young or middle-aged, in a good 
{tate of health : but among thofe who are defirous of inoculation,» 
are often found tender, delicate, and weakly women ;. men of bad 
{ftamina, valetudinarians by conftitution, by illnefs, or intempe- ~ 
rance ; alfo aged perfons, and children; and for all fuch a very 
different treatment muft be direted. Here a milder courfe of 
medicine, rather of the alterative than purgative kind, is prefer- 
able; and in many inftances, an indulgence in fome good animal- 
food, with a glafs or two of wine in cafe of lownefs, is not only 
allowable, but neceflary to fupport a proper degree of ftrength, 
efpecially in cafe of advanced age. 

“Children, whofe bowels are often tender, and ought not to be 
ruffled by {trong purges, yet requiré a mild mercurial, and bear it 
well. Befides emptying the bowels of crudities, it is a good fe- 
curity againft worms and their effects, which fometimes produce 
very alarming and even fatal diforders. 

Inattention to the particular ftate of health of thofe who are 
entering upon the preparatory courfe, has been productive of great 
mifchief. ‘his is chiefly obfervable refpecting the indifcreet ufe. 
of mercurials, by which a falivation has often been raifed, to the 
rifk of impairing good conftitutions, and the ruin of fuch as were 
previoully weak and infirm. The diftin@tions and treatment ne=- 
ceflary, will be obvious to thofe who are acquainted with the ani- 
mal economy and medical pra¢tice. | 


J - 


The time of menftruation has generally been the guide in res 


_ of my reading.” 
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{pect to the inoculation of women, that the whole of the difeafe: 
may be over within the menftrual period. Baron Dimfdale informs: ‘ 
as, that he obferves this rule, when he can choofe his time with- — 
‘out any inconvenience, and he inoculates foon after the evacua- 
tion ceafes; though he has no reafon to decline performing the 
operation at any time. : : 
“Women with child have likewife been inoculated, and done 
well; but the ftate of pregnancy feems unfavourable to the pro- — 
_cefs, which ought therefore not to be hazarded without fome : 
urgent reafon. Baron Dimfdale has not inoculated any woman ~ 
whom he knew to be pregnant: but on fome who concealed their. 
pregnancy he has performed the operation, without producing a 
mifcarriage ; the hope of which event, he fufpeGts, had rendered 
them defirous of the procefs. One of thofe had a child: born nine 
weeks after inoculation, at the full time, with diftin@ marks of. 
the difeafe, though the mother had very few puftules. 

Several cafes of women who had the fmall-pox during preg- 
nancy, with an account of the manner in which the children 
appeared to have been affeGted, appear in the Memoirs of the 
Medical Society of London. ‘The author, Mr. Kite of Gravef- — 
end, prefaces themr with the following remarks: “ As the moft — 
eminent phyfiologifts are unfettled in their opinion refpe@iing the: 
operation of the fmall-pox on the foetus in utero, and as but a 
tmall number of cafes have been publifhed of women who have 
undergone that difeafe during pregnancy, I apprehend the rela-_ 
tion of a few inftances, which occurred under my own immediate’ 
obfervation, and likewife of fome which were communicated to 
me, will not be unacceptable to the fociety ; and as nothing can 
be more effentially neceflary for the elucidation of real circum- 
ftances, than a large colle€tion of faéts, I have {ubjoined a con-_ 
eife account of all thofe cafes which have occurred in the courfe ~ 

Mr. Kite next relates the cafes of children which are faid to 
have been infected with the fimall-pox ia utero. , The firft, Mr. _ 
Wood, furgeon to the General Hofpital in Chatham barracks, 
communicated. | | de 

Cafe 1.—“ Several years fince, when the Effex militia were in ; 
Chatham barracks, I was called to fee a woman who was dead of — 
the {mall-pox: on my arrival I found the woman ha@ been dead 
fymewhat above two hours; the {fmall-pox were of the confluent. 
kind, and they appeared to be about the turn. She was in the 
ninth month of her pregnancy, and as I had no doubt of her death, 
‘I opened the abdomen and uterus, with the view. of faving the 
child. The child, however, was dead; but it had numerous _ 
puitules all over the face, body, and extremities, which, in my) 
opinion, were moft evidently and undoubtedly variolous eruptions. 
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The puftules appeared of the fame fize as they ufually are about 
the fourth or fifth day.” | : ; Pik 

Mr. Robert Sargeant, of Plymouth, communicates the follow- 
ing in a letter to Mr. Andrews, of Brompton: 

Cafe 2.— On the 6th day of December, 1782, I inoculated 
Mrs. Lay of Plymouth, for the fmall-pox, who was (unknown to 
-me) in the feventh month of her pregnancy. She had the difeafe 
favourably, and was delivered of a boy the 6th of January follow- 
ing, who had puftules difperfed all over his body. The puftules 
were very numerous, and exactly refembled variolous eruptions 
which were in an early lage of maturation; and they appeared 
to advance until his death, which happened two days after. I 
have no more doubt that the eruptions were variolous than I have 
‘of my own exiftence.” . 3 

Mr. Kite next cites various authorities, in which we fhall fol- 
low him. 

Mr. Derham relates, that a woman with child being pretty 
well recovered from a mild fort of the fmall-pox, on the 3d. of 
September took a purge, which worked fo violently, that fhe fell 
into faintings and convulfions. She was not delivered till the 
8th of September. The child appeared to the midwife to have 
been dead five or fix days; its belly was burft, the bowels came 
out, and the whole body tended to putrefaction. ‘The child was 
fo very full of the fmall-pox, that hardly a pin’s head could be 
put between the. blifters, which were very plump and_ full of 
matter, like the puftules of an adult, when the {mall-pox are at 
. the height, only a little depreffed in the middle. Ps. Tr. No. 
337: ps 105. CME a : ac 

Bartholin affirms, as an eye witnefs, that a‘poor woman, ill of 
the {mall-pox, was delivered of a child, whofe tender body had as 
many pocks on it as the mother’s, and who died foon after the 
birth, as the mother herfelf did, three days after, of the diforder. 
Van Swieten, XV. p. 16. . | 

A woman, big with child, having herfelf long ago had the 
fmall-pox, very alliduouily nurfed a maid fervant during the whole 
procefs of this difeafe. At the proper time fhe brought forth a 
healthy female child, in whofe fkin, Dr. Watfon afferted, that he 
difcovered evident.marks.of the fmall-pox, which fhe muft have 
gone through in the womb; and the phyfician pronounced that 
this child would be free from future infection. After four years 
her brother was inoculated; and Dr. Watfon obtained permiflion 
of the parents to try the fame experiment on the girl. The ope- 
tation was performed on both children in the fame manner, and 
the pus ufed in both cafes was taken from the fame patient. The 
event, however, was different; for the boy had the regular erup- 
tion and got well, but the girl’s did not inflame or fuppurate. 
On the tenth day from the infertion of the matter, fhe turned 
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pale fuddenly, was languid fer two days, and afterwards was very _ 
well. In the neighbourhood of the incifion there appeared a 
puftule, like thofe puftules that we fometimes .obtferve in perfons 
who, having had the difeafe, attend patients ill of the {mall-pox. 
PROT OK AAG po 235. im 
- Mauriceau affirms, that he had heard his father and mother 
often fay, that he came into the world with five or fix pocks upon — 
him: it feems a brother of his, fix years old, whom his mother 
had anxioufly attended day and night, during the fmall-pox, had 
died of it on the feventh day, and our author was born the next. 
Van Swieten, XV. p, 17. aby ss | . 
Dr. Mead fays, that when a woman in the fmall-pox fuffers — 
abortion, the child moft commonly comes into the world with the - 
diftemper upon it, but not always. When it does not, the difeafe 

generally breaks out a few days after delivery; in proof of which 
he mentions the following cafe: as 
“€ A lady of quality was, in the feventh month of her preg-_ 
nancy, feized with fo malignant a fort of the confluent_fmall-pox, 
that there was no appearance of any one favourable fymptom. 
In this condition fhe was, on the eleventh day of the diftemper, 
delivered of a fon, who brought no marks of the infe€tion into 
the world, and fhe diced on the fourteenth day. But, in the © 
morning of the fourth day following, the infant was feized with 
convulfions, the forerunners of the eruption, which appeared the 
fame day, and he died in the evening. ve 
“ But in cafe there is no mifcarriage, the child will be free 

_ from the difeafe during his whole life, unlefs he happens to be 
born before the puftules were come to maturity.” aaeeoee 
The infant in the womb fometimes catches the diftemper, - 
without the mother being affected, as Dr. Mead proves by this re+ 
markable inftance: hey tee ari 
‘© A certain woman, who had formerly had the fmall-pox, and 
- was now near-her reckoning, attended her hufband in the dif-_ 
temper. She went her full time, and was delivered of a dead 
child. It may be needlefs to obferve, that fhe did not catch it on 
this occafion, but the dead body of the infant was a harrid fight, | 
being all covered with the puftules ; a manifeft fign that it died 
of the difeafe, before it was brought into the world.” Jead’s 
LVorks, 8vo. pp. 252 and 253. | ae a 
Mrs. Ford, who looked upon herfelf in the fixth month of her 
“pregnancy, on the sth of December was feized with the eruptive © 
. fever of the fmall-pox. On the 8th they appeared, proved of a 
mild kind, moderate in quantity, and fhe pafled through the dif 
eafe in great {pirits. On the 31ft of December fhe was deliver- 
ed, that is, twenty-three days after the appearance of the erup- 
tions. ‘The body of the child was covered with an eruption, and 
feveral of the puftules were filled with matter. Dr. Hunter, Dr, 
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Leake, Mr. John Hunter, Mr. Cruickfhanks, and Mr. Falconer, 


al] concurred in opinion that the eruption on the child was the 
{mall-pox. Ph. Tr. V.70. p- 28. | 

“ Mr. Hunter having paid particular attention to this cafe,”” 
fays Mr. Kite, “ I thall fubjoin fome of his reflections upon it. 

“In the firft place, he obferves, there can be no doubt but 
the mother had the fmall-pox, and that it went through its regular 
{tages. $x 
c Secondly, the diftance of time when fhe had the f{mall-pox 
before delivery, joined with the ftage of the difeafe in which the 
child .was born, perfeétly agrees with the pofhibility of the in- 
fection being caught from the mother. 

‘Thirdly, the external appearance of the puftules was perfeatly 
that of the {mall-pox. , | 

“ Not fatisfied with thefe leading circumftances, and external 
appearances being fo much in favour of their being the variolous 
eruption, Mr. Hunter obferves, ‘ they were not an abfolute proof 
of its being the genuine fmall-pox,’ he therefore proceeds to in- 
veftigate ¢ how far all the circumftances correfpond. or are fimilar 
to the true fmall-pox.’ . 3 : 

“ He obferves that, inthe prefent cafe, we can have no pofitive 
information refpecting this child having the fever which precedes 
the fmall-pox, or the progrefs and declenfion of the eruption, 
which, in the fmall-pox, is pretty regular, although both are pre- 
fumable ; but even thefe, he juftly obferves, are not abfolute proofs 
of the fmall-pox. pb 

« After mentioning thefe uncertain figns, he ftates what he 
conceives to be the pure chara¢teriftic of the fmall-pox, which is, 
© the formation of a flough, or a part becoming dead by the vartlous in- 
flammation. 3 "a 3 

“ Applying this to the cafe under confideration, Mr. Hunter 
obferves, ‘ In the prefent cafe, befides the leading circumftances, | 
mentioned in the cafe of the mother, correfponding with the 
- appearances of the child, and the external appearances themfelves, 
we have in the fulleft fenfe the third and real, or principal cha- 
racter of the fmall-pox, viz. the flough in every puftule; from ~ 
all which I think we may conclude, that the child had caught the 
{mall-pox in the womb ; or at leaft, a difeafe, the effects of which 
were fimilar to no other known difeafe.’ ”’ 

As Mr. Hunter, in opening the bodies of thofe who had 
either died of, or died while under, the fmall-pox, had always 
examined carefully to fee whether any internal cavity, fch as the 
wfophagus, trachea, ftomach, inteftines, pleura, peritoneum, &F'c. 
had eruptions upon them or not, and never finding any in any of 
thofe cavities, he faw the moft favourable opportunity of clearing 
up this point in the prefent cafe. He, therefore, very attentively 
examined moft of the internal cavities of this child, ‘ but ob- 


- 
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ferved nothing uncommon.”’ In this refpeét likewife, therefore; 


the prefent cafe exactly agrees with the true fmall-pox. - 
Mr. Kite here cites the following authorities; | 
Dr. Wright relates the cafe of a negro woman, about twenty= 
two years of age, and big with child. The eruptive fever was 


flight, the fmall-pox were few, diftin@, and large, and fhe went — 


through the difeafe with very little trouble, till on the fourteenth 


_ day from the eruption, fhe was attacked with a fever, which — 


lafted only a few hours.. She was, however, taken in labour the 


fame day, and delivered of a female child, with the {mall-pox on — 


her whole body, head, and extremities. They were diftin@ and 
very large, fuch as they commonly appear on the eighth or ninth 


aw 


day in favourable cafes. The infant died the third day after fhe © 


was born. PA. Tr. FV. 


A. woman who had been inoculated, had a child born nine © 


weeks after inoculation, at the full time, with diftin@ marks of 
the difeafe, though the mother had very few eruptions. -Dim/dale 
on Inoculation, p. 22. ; ) é 

Dr. Bland relates, from the authority of a midwife on whom 
he can depend, that in July, 1781, Mary Gatton, of Princes-ftreet, 
Weltminfter, was attacked with che wel wae She was then 


in the feventh month of her pregnancy. ‘The difeafe proved to’ 


be of: the confluent kind, and wag attended with confiderable 
fever. Six days after the turn of the pock, or about eighteen 


from the firft attack of the fever, fhe was taken in labour and i 


delivered of a child which feemed to have been dead five or fix 
days. Its body was covered with confluent {mall-pox. The puf- 
tules were white and full of matter, and, from their fize, feemed 


nearly to have attained their maturity. Adedical Fournal, V. 2, 


) p. 205. 


Mr. Roberts inoculated Mary Sticks, near the ninth month of. 


her pregnancy, on the rath of November, 1783. On the arft _ 


the eruptive fever commenced, and the {mall-pox, which was not 
very numerous, came out on the third, on the 28th the fell into 
labour, and on the 29th was delivered of a dead child. The 
body of the child was covered with the {mall-pox, the bafes of 


which were in a gangrenous ftate. Medical Fournal, Ve 5. 


ps 400+ 


Mr. Jenner inoculated Jane Parker, aged twenty-feven, on 4 
the 25th of May, 1785, being then in the eighth month of her — 


pregnancy. On the 1ft of June the eruptive fever commenced. 


The eruptions (few in number) appeared on the third day. She — 
recovered and went about her bufinefs as ufual. On the 18th of — 


_ July fhe felt fymptoms that convinced him the child was dead,’ _ 
and on the 23d fhe was delivered of a dead child, with about — 


thirty large puftules on its body, the bafes of which were in a 3 


gangrenous ftate. Medical Journal, V. 7. p. 165. 


\ 
| 
\ 
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Mrs. Eve, then in the eighth month of her pregnancy, was 
feized with the fmall-pox; the puftules were diftinG@, yet uncom~ 
monly numerous. On the eleventh day they began to turn; and 
on the twenty-fecond day her labour took place, which, according 
to her reckoning, was a fortnight before the regular period. _ 

The child at the time of its birth was covered with diftinG 
puftules ail over the body ; they did not appear to be full of mat- 
ter till three days after, at which time fome pus was taken on a 
lancet, with which a child was, onthe 2d of December, inocu+ 
lated on both arms. The arms inflamed,.and the 11th of De- 
cember the child fickened, and was afteCted with all the fymptoms 
which ufually precede the eruption. On the rath the ficknefs 
and fever abated, the puftules of the diftin€t fort of {mall-pox 
made their appearance, and the child having regularly gone 
through the feveral ftages of the diftemper, was perfeCtly well in 
three weeks. | . 

Mr. Lynn thinks it proper to obferve, that Mr. Findlay and Mr. 
Holladay, furgeons, were prefent both at the taking of the matter 
and at the fubfequent inoculation of the child.. Singular cafe of a 
fady, by W. Lynn. ; ; 

Having proceeded thus far on the fide of the affirmative, Mr. 
Kite candidly adduces facts to fhew, that if variolous infe€tion' 
in utero be a poffible, it is at leaft by no means an uniform occur- 
rencé. He relates the following cafes in which it appears th 
children were not infected with the fmall-pox in utero: nat 

Cafe 1.—* Mrs. Squires of Northfleet, in the laft month of 
her pregnancy, in the year 1780, was on the Thurfday or Friday © 
- taken with fever and its ufual attendants; on the Saturday fhe 
was delivered. About two hours after delivery the {mall-pox 
appeared, was very full and of the coherent kind. She died on - 
the Friday. ‘The child died the ‘Tuefday week following, having 
lived nine days; it died unexpectedly. How long it was ill, or 
in what manner it was affected, we were unable to learn ; all the 
perfons,. however, who were prefent agree, that there was not the 
leaft appearance of any eruption ; it 1s not impoflible, however, - 
but it might have died in one of thofe fits which frequently pre- 
cede the eruption of the {mall-pox. 

Cafe 2.— Mrs, Clifton, of-the parifh of Northfleet, fome 
_ time in the year 1781, was feized with a very mild fort of the 
{mall-pox, in the feventh month of her pregnancy. She was de- 
livered at the ufual time, and the child was very healthy, it had a 
few fmall fpots on it, but the midwife who attended faid they 
had not tht leaft refemblance to the fmall-pox. | 

“ This child was inoculated in May, 1786 3 every ftage of the. 
difeafe was diftinétly marked ; it had about twenty puftules. One 
or oe children inoculated with matter from his arm, was infected 
as ulual. 
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Cafe 3.—* Mrs. Lee, of the parith of Northfleet, in the eighth, 
month of her pregnancy, was, in July, 1780, attacked with the 
fmall-pox ; fhe had the eruption extremely full, and nearly as bad 
as Mr. Kite remembers to have feen ; fhe however recovered, but 
it accelerated her delivery about a month. ‘There was not the 
leaft appearance of the {mall-pox, or any other eruption, on the 
child. | | ; 

** This girl was inoculated in November, 1787 ;. fhe had.about 
twenty eruptions, but being of a delicate conftitution, and having — 
lived too low, they did not fuppurate; the arm, however, had 
quite the ufual appearance. * 7 

Cafe 4.— Mr. K. was informed by Mr. Thompfon of Rochefter, — 
that he attended a lady in the diftinGt fmall-pox, who was about. 
five months adyanced in her pregnancy. The child was inocu- 

- Jated fome time after delivery, and had the {mall-pox. | 

““It may not be improper to make mention of the following — 
fact. Mrs. Colyer, of Southfleet, had the meafles juft one week 
before fhe was delivered of a daughter. This infant had no ~ 
- appearance of the difeafe when born, and it was generally ex- 
pected fhe never would have it; but -fome years after~ the 
meailes were very frequent, and fhe, among many others, contract=_ 
ed the difeafe.” é . | 

‘The following additional teftimonies are colle€ted from books 
by Mr. Kite: £ , pees cael 

A lady of quality, whom Boerhaave had attended with good 
fuccefs, in a very bad confluent fmall-pox, and in the fixth 
month of her pregnancy, was delivered when her time was up, 
of a healthy boy, on whom not the leaft trace of the diforder could — 
be found. Van Sweiten, vol. XV. p. 17. - ‘s 

A woman was taken ill of the fmall-pox, in the fourth month — 
of her pregnancy, from which fhe apparently narrowly efcaped, 
-and, when her time was out, was delivered of a healthy and 
pretty ftout boy, on which there is no mention made of any 
eruptions, or marks of them having appeared. Van Swieten, vol. 

1 A ig BOE SEG: As : 
_. A woman was delivered of a male child at the ordinary time, - 
herfelf as well as the infant being in good health, norwithftanding 
that, in the fifth month of her pregnancy, fhe had the {mall-pox 
in a fevere manner, of which difeafe, however, there did not ap- — 
pear on the body of the child any mark which could teftify 
that he had been infected in the womb. Medic. Tr. vol. Ll. 
oat. : | 

Sir G. Baker relates, that two pregnant women having been 
inoculated, had the fmall-pox in a favourable manner, and after-~ 
wards brought forth their children perfe€tly healthy at the ufual 
time. Both thefe children, when they had attained the age of — 
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about three years, were inoculated with effet, and had a mode- 
rate eruption. A/edical Lranfaétions, vol. II. p. 314. 

Sir G. Baker mentions a cafe, which fell under the obfervation 
of Dr. Clarke of Epfom. A woman, towards the end of her 
pregnancy, had the {mall-pox,- fromm which fhe narrowly efcaped. 
Five weeks after the crifis, fhe was delivered ofa healthy female 
child, who, having numerous marks on her: fkin, was judged, 
by all who faw her, to have undergone the fame diftemper before 
her birth. However, at the end of twelve months, fhe had the 
{mall-pox in a very fevere manner. Both the mother and child 
were lately living at Epiom.- Mr. Hunter's Paper, Phil. Tr. 

Mr. Hunter thought the eruption fo like the fmall-pox, that 
he could hardly doubt; but faid, that in all other cafes of the 

- fame kind, that he had met with, the child in utero had efcaped 
the infection. A4¢r. Hunter’s Account, Ph. Tr. vol. LXX. 

“ The infe€tion from an infeed mother is conceivable and 
common enough,” yet no particular cafe is brought forward in 
fupport of this opinion. Ina note, however, he fays, “ yet this 
is not conftantly the cafe; an ingenious anatomift lately affur- 
ed me, he opened the body of a woman, far advanced in her_ 
pregnancy, who died of the {mall-pox, without imparting the 
leaft vifible infe@tion to her fruit.” Kirkpatrick, p. 21. 

Dr. Dimfdale has fince his firft publication, feen inftances in 
which two pregnant women were inoculated, and each had a | 
plentiful eruption of the {mall-pox three or four years afterwards 
he inoculated the children, and both had a ‘olerable number 
of puftules. Med. Fournal, vol. Il. p. 157- = 

Mr. Roberts relates that Eliz. Boon, in the eighth month of 
cher pregnancy, was inoculated on the 1sth of November, 1784. 
On the 20th the eruption appeared, and the fever did not abate. 
On the 27th her pains came on, and fhe was in a few hours de- 
livered of a living child. There was not the leaft trace of erup- 
tions on any part of the body of the child, which died in about 
ten days, with a complaint in its bowels. Vedical fFournal, vol. 
V. p. 400. | | 

Mary Jeffry, in the eighth month of her pregnancy, was ino- 
culated on the fame day with Eliz. Boon; fhe pafled through all 
the ftages of the difeafe, with as little difturbance as any perfon 
ever could; and, three weeks afterwards, was delivered of a 
ae child, without any appearance of the difeafe upon it. The 
ame. ) i 
Mr. Jenner relates that Mary Ellis, aged forty-two, in the 
ninth month of her pregnancy, was inoculated May 2 sth, 1785. 
On the firft of June the eruptive fever came on, together with pains | 
refembling thofe of labour. She had few eruptions, and did well. - 

On the roth of June fhe fell down ftairs; and this accident 
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brought on labour, and fhe was delivered of a dead child, which} 
had no appearance of eruption on any part of its body. = te 
(It fhould feem that this child might have died: before it could” 
have received the infection, or at leaft before the eruptions — 
could have made their appearance.) Jedical Journal, vol, VIL 
p. 165. . x ie UPON 
Rebecea Gill, inthe ninth month of her pregnaricy, was ino= 
ulated June 6th. On the thirteenth the eruptive fever coms 
menced, and on the 16th the eruption appeared. On the 18th 
fhe was delivered of a living child, without any “appearance of © 
difeafe upon it. The fame. Se A eo a 
M. ‘Twining, aged thirty-eight, was inoculated: July ft, in the 
fifth month of her pregnancy; fhe had the difeafe favourably, — 
was delivered of a living child, at the end of -the ninth month, ~ 
without any appearance of difeafe upon it. Zhefame. ot 
*€ ‘That the animal economy,” fays Mr. Kite; - fhould not ob- 
ferve precifcly the fame law, under the fame cirenmitances, has 
excited the furprife of many attentive obfervers: Much might be 
added to what has\already been written on this interefting fubjeQy. 
at prefent, however, I fhall content myfelf with ftating a few cirs | 
cum{tances that occurred under my own obfervation, whichy — 
although they do not by any means entirely clear up the dificulty, 
yet, Lam of opinion, may aflift in explaining why..a woman, in’ 
the {mall-pox, fo feldom communicates the infection to the festus 
im utero. | . ena Sep Gs Bod 
*¢ Some time fince, I had occafion’ frequently to ‘obferve, that 
very young children had been repeatedly inoculated, and for feveral — 
weeks conftantly expofed to the. worft kind of natural fmall-pox, 
without any effect. Soon after, the meafles became unufually - 
rife, of a putrid nature, 'and much more contagious than I ever | 
, obferved it before or fince: here again I attended in feveral fami- 
Nes, where the young infants (particularly when under two — 
months) were the on/y part of the family that efcaped the difeafe, 
although expofed a confiderable time to the infectious air, and © 
lying all the night clofe to other children pafling through every — 
ftage of the complaint, and, confequenily, inhaling into their — 
lungs the very effence of infeftion; ‘nay, I have beén informed — 
of more than one inftance, where, in addition, the mother had 
the difeafe, and the child (although conftantly in’ her arms, : 
breathing the air from her lungs’ reeking with putrid particles, 
and fucking the milk, impregnated ftrongly, as we fhould think, — 
with the difeafe) has for {ome months with{tood the infection ! 
_ ©The perpetual repetition of what I have juft related, very — 
much furprifed me; and the fubje€& of this paper being about — 
that time much in my mind, I was ftruck with the fimilarity of — 
the circumitances, and concluded, that nature, for the beft and 
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‘wileft purpofes, had ordained, that very young mfants fhould be 
fo extremely unfiifceptible of thefe difeafes, which occafion fuch 
havock among thofe who are older, even when they feem to have 
the advantage on their fide. of health, ftrength, and a vigorous 
conftitution. To me, I acknowledge, the appearances in favour 
of fuch an idea ‘are very ftrong; but whether this. is really the 
cafe, and whether others have obferved the fame general exemp- 
tion of very young infants, future obfervation may determines 
if, however, it fhould generally be found to be fo, it may, upon 
the fame principle (that is, the younger, the weaker the infant is, 
the lefs of life it pofleffes, the lefs fufceptibility it has alfo for 
thefe complaints), be explained, why the foctus in utero fo feldom 
is affected with the fmall-pox.”—-To return now to our fubject: 
The manner of inferting the variolous matter into the fkin, as 
commonly practifed in this country, is too well known to require 
a particular defcription. It is beft to inoculate with fluid matter 
taken immediately from the puftule, to make two incifions nearly 
clofe together, and to pafy the lancet fo nicely under the cuticle, 
that very few red globules of the blood can iflue from the fcratch. 
When performed with a due attention-to thefe circumiftances, every 
benefit will be obtained, and fome inconveniences, particularly 
that ferious one of glandular impofthumation, will be avoided. 
It is of no confequence whether the infeCting matter be taken 
from the natural or inoculated fmall-pox ; nor whether before, or 
at the crifis of; the difeafe. .It is generally fuppoted, that the 
fmall-pox is not infectious till after the matter has acquired a cer- 
tain degree of maturity ; but it appears very clearly, that fo foon 
as any moiture canbe taken from: the infected part of an inocu- 
lated. patient, previous to the appearance of any puftules, and 
even previous to the eruptive fever, this moifture is capable of: 
communicating the {mall-pox with: the urmoit certainty. Baron 
 Dimfdale has taken a clear fluid from. the elevated pellicle on the 
incifed. part, even fo early as the fourth day after the operation 3 
and has at other times ufed matter fully digefted at the crifis, with 
equal fuccefs. In general, however, he preferred taking the mat~ 
ter for infection during the’ eruptive fever, as he fuppofed it at 
that time to have its utmoit activity. Invall cafes, when matter is 
taken from an inoculated perfon, it fhould be from the -place 
where it was inierted. . ~ : | :: 
A due attention to the progrefs of infection, difcoverable by the 
part where the operation was performed, is a neceflary circum- 
{tance 5; becaufe a juft prognoftic may thence be fometimes formed, 
The day after the operation, though the inoculation fhould take 
effect, little alteration is difcoverable.. On the fecond day, if the 
part be viewed witha lens, there generally appears a kind of 
Orange-coloured {tain about the iricifion, and the turrounding fkin” 
f{eems to contract. At this time Baron Dimfdale ufually gave the’: 
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following” medicine. at going to bed, either mixed with a little anie 2 
mal jelly, or made into a pill with fyrup. © | 
(Hos 163} ) RK Calomel. przep. 
* Pulv. e Chel. aa gr. a 
; Antim. tartar. gr. 7. 

Mifce fiat Pulvis. | | 

A quantity of this medicine fhould be carefully prepared at oncéy — 
in order to make the divifion more exaét. | 

On the fourth or fifth day, upon a applying the finger, a hard« _ 
nefs is perceptible to the touch. The patient feels an itching on — 
the part, which appears {lightly inflamed; and under a kind of — 
vefication is feen a little clear fluid, the part refembling a fuperficial — 
burn. About the fixth, moft commonly fome pain and ftiffnefs is. 
felt in the axilla; a manta gee which not only foretels the near 
approach of the eruptive fymptoms, but is a ign of a favourable 
progrefs of the difeafe. Sometimes on the feventh, oftener on the 
eighth day, fymptoms of the eruptive fever appear; fuch as flight 
remitting pains in the head and back, fucceeded by tranfient fhiver- 
ings and alternate heats, which continue in a greater or lefs de~ 
gree till the eruption be perfeted. At this time alfo it is ufual — 
for the patient to complain of a very difagreeable tafte in his | 
mouth, the breath is always fetid, and there enfues a fmell pecing 
liar to the variolous eruptive fever. 

The inflammation in the arm’ at this time fpreads faft; and, 
upon viewing it with a good glafs, the incifion for the moft part 
appears furrounded with an infinite number of fmall confluent 
puftules, which increafe in fize and extent as the difeafe advances. — 
On the tenth or eleventh day, a circular or oval efflorefcence is 
ufually difcovered furrounding the incifion, and extending fome- 
times near half round the arm, but more frequently to about the_ 
fize of a fhilling; and being under the cuticle, is fmooth to the | 
touch and-not painful. This appearance alfo is favourable. It 
accompanies eruption ; every difagreeable fymptom ceafes ; and 
at the fame time it certainly indicates the whole affair to be. Overy 
the pain and itiffnefs in the axilla alfo going off. 

The feverifh fymptoms are for the moft part fo mild, as feldom 
to require any afliftance except a repetition of the Gp medicine , 
that was directed on the fecond night after the operation; and 
next morning the following laxative fhould be Ba to procure 
three or four ftools. 

(No. 164.) RK Infuf. fennz &ij. 
Manne 2{s. 
Tinct. fennee 3ij. 
Mifce fiat Hauftus. 

This fhould be given as foon as the eruptive marae are per= 
ceivable, if they feem to indicate any uncommon er of vehe= ; 
mence. 
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_ The cool method of treating inoculated patients during the 
eruptive fever, is too generally known and of too acknowledged 
importance to be infifted on here. | 

TInitead of the patient being confined to his bed or his room, - 
when the fymptoms of the eruptive fever come on, he fhould be 
dire&ted, as toon as the purging medicine has operated, to 
keep abroad, as much as he can bear, in the open air, be it ever 
fo cold; always taking care not to ftand itill, but to walk about 
moderately while abroad: He may alfo, if thirfty, drink cold 
water. In the few inftances where the fymptoms of eruption 
have run very high, the patients are averfe to any motion, and fear- 
ing the cold as the greateft evil; yet. when, under thofe circum- 
ftances, we perfuade them to rife out of bed, and go out of doors, 
and to drink as much cold water as they choofe, they wiil not 
fuffer in the leaft: on the contrary, after being prevailed on to 
comply with thofe diretions, their fpirits will revive, and they 
will féel an inclination for nourifhment, reft well, and the fever 
be entirely extinguifhed. : ‘ 

But though a-cool regimen during the eruptive fever 1s now 
almoft univerfally adopted ; like other ufeful remedies, it has not 
infrequently been abuied. Pratitioners ought never to forget, 
that inoculated patients are not, more than the reft of the human 

~fpecies, exempted from injuries from cold, which is unqueftion- 
ably a powerful caufe of difeafe. | Unlefs, therefore, in cafes. 
where very confiderable morbid heat is induced by the eruptive. 
fever, by which a temporary defence is unqueftionably afforded 
againit the action of external cold, the bad etteéts which may ré- 
fult from it are never to be overlooked. And there is even rea- 
~ fon to believe, that the difeafe is more moderated by-the action of 
pure and free air than by_cold, fince inoculation is performed with 
very great fuccefs even in the warmeft feafons and {tuations of 
warm climates. | : 

Tn general, the complaints in this-ftate are very moderate, and 
attended with fo little illnefs that the patient eats and fleeps well 
the whole time. A few pnftules appear, fometimes equally dif- 
pofed; fometimes the inflammations on the arms fpread, and are 
{urrounded with a few puftules, which gradually advance to ma-. 
turiry ; during which time, for the moft part, the eruption pro-. 
ceeds kindly, and there is much more difficulty to. reftrain pa- 
tients within due bounds, and prevent their mixing with the pub- 
lic, thereby {preading the infection, than there was at firft to pre-. 
vail upon them to go abroxd. During this time medicine is feldom - 
wanted; the cooleit air feems the beft cordial; and if any une 
common languor happens, a beiter diet, or a glafs of wine, 1s al- 
lowed in the day, or fome white-wine whey at bed-time ; which 
are indeed at any time allowed to tender, aged, or weakly perfons. 

~Thofe who have the difeafe in the flight manner firit deferibed, 
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viz. without any appearance of eruption but on the inoculated 

part, are foon permitted to go about their ufual affairs: and many 
inftances have happened of very induftrious poor men, who have” 
immediately returned to their daily labour, with a caution not to 

intermix with thofe who have not had the diftemper, for fear of 
{preading it ; and with injundtions to take, two or three times, of 
the powders already direéted, or as many dofes of Glauber s falts. 

Thofe who have the difeafe in a greacer degree, are confined 

~fomewhat longer; and, if there be the leaft difpofition to coftive=. 
nefs, a very mild laxative is now and then exhibited ; as the pro= 
grefs to maturity appears rather to be advanced than retarded by 

fuch means. : 

When the maturation is completed, and there is nothing farther 
to fear from the difeafe, if an abftemious courfe has been obferved, 
patients fhould return to their ordinary diet, with much caution 
and reftraint upon their appetites, both in refpeét of food and fer= 
mented liquors. : | : 

It is not often that wé are under the neceffity of making any 
application to the part where the infertion of the variolous matter 
was made. It moft commonly heals up, and is covered with a 
fcab, about the time when, in a natural way, all the fmall-pox 
would have been dried up, But in fome cafes the incifions con- ‘ 
tinue to difcharge a purulent matter a longer time. In thefe in- 
{tances it is fufficient to cover the part with the white cerate, or 
any other mild emplaftic fubftance, which may at once prevent 
the linen from adhering to the fore, and defend it from the air. As 
in fome cafes the part remains unhealed from a peculiar caufe’ 
in the habit, it will be neceffary to give proper alteratives, as par- 
ticular exigencies may require. eee 

After defcribing the ufual progrefs of the fmall-pox from ino-’ 
culation, Baron Dimfdale remarks that there ate frequent devia-— 
tions from .this courfe, which may embarrafs an inexperienced 
practitioner, and create a real difficulty, as well as apprehenfions 
of danger. He therefore proceeds to relate the means for remove _ 
ing thofe fymptoms, and the doubts refpecting the event. 

The fymptom he firft notices, and which, though it ‘very rarely 
happens, fometimes gives much trouble, is great ficknefs, accom— 
panied with vomiting, in the eruptive ftate of the difeafe. For 
this complaint it is always neceffary in the firft place to clear the 
ftomach ; which may be effected, either by ordering the patient 
to drink plentifully of warm liquids to promote vomiting; or per=_ 
haps more properly, by giving to an adult one grain of tartarifed 
_ antimony, mixed with ten grains of compound powder of crabs’= 
Claws; taking care to diminith the dofe for very young and weak 
fubjects. i | i 

This ufually throws off fome bilious matter by vomit, fome- 
times procures ftools, or occafions a moderate {weat, and gene- 
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tally adininifters relief. If, however, no ftools fhould follow from 
this medicine, and the fickuefs fhould remain, a gentle laxative 
almoft certainly procures a refpite, and the appearance of the 
eruption entirely removes the complaint. 

Another deviation of yet greater confequence, which fometimes 
happens towards the time of the eruption, and is often, though 
not always, accompanied with great ficknefs, is an eryfipelatous 
eflorefcence. If this fhews itlelf on the fin partially, and here 
and there in patches, it is not very alarming, and foon wears off. 
But fometimes the whole fuiface of the body is! covered with a 
rath intimately mixed with the variolous eruption, and fo much 
refembling the moft malignant kind of confluent fmall-pox as 
{carcely to be diftinguifhed from it. In fome fuch cafes, accom- 
panied with petechie and livid {pots, Baron Dimfdale has been 
much alarmed; not being able by infpection only, though affifted 
by glaffes, to determine whether what he faw was an inoffenfive 
rath, or tokens of the greateft malignity. Very ftrict attention, 
however, did enable him to diftinguifh the difference clearly ; 
and for affifting others in fuch.a difcrimination, he makes the fel- 
lowing remarks. : 

The real and effential difference is to be gathered from the con- 
comitant fymptoms. In the eryfipelatous or variolous rafh, there 
is not fo much fever, nor is the reftleffuefs or.pain of the head or 
loins fo confiderable, neither is there that general proftration of 
firength 3 all which are ufual attendants on a confluent {mall- 
pox, efpecially when accompanied with fuch putrid appearances. 
Befides, upon a careful examination, there may fometimes be dif. 
cerned a few difting pufteles, larger than the reft, mixed with the 
rafh, which are the real fmall-pox. In thofe cafes the patients 
are ordered to refrain from cold water, or any thing cold; and to 
keep within doors, but not in bed. If any ficknefs yet Temains, 
a little white-wine whey, or other temperate cordial, is advifed ; 
and this method has been fo generally fuccefsful, as to prevent 
any alarming complaint. After two or three days, the fkin 
changes from a florid to a duf&y colour, a few diftinét puftules res _ 
main, and advance properly to maturation, without any farther 
trouble enfuing from this formidable appearance. tate 

This rath has often been miftaken for the confluence it fo much 
refembles ; and has afforded occafion for fome practitioners, either 

Agnorantly or difingenuoutly, to pretend, thar, after a very copious 

eruption of the confluent fmall-pox, they can by a {pecific me- 
‘dicine difcharge the greater part of the puftules, leaving only.as 
many diftinét ones as may fatisfy the patient that he has the dif- 
eafe. Su 

Baron Dimfdale informs us, that rafhes of the kind above de- 
feribed frequently happen during the preparation (wh: ther owing 
to the regimen, or medicine, ot both, he does not determine), and 

YOL. Ite te : 


Be aah oo eee Ie OK 


caufe the operation to be poftponed. But he has obferved, that. 
in fuch cafes they are apt to return at the ume of the eruption of — 
the {mall-pox. FA Meccan Lc aa : 
In general, as has been already faid, the fymptoms which pre=> 
cede eruption commence at the end of the feventh or on the eighth | 
day inclufive from the operation; but it often happens that they 
appear much fooner, and fometimes. much later, than this period. 
Baron Dimfdale has feen fome cafes in which the difeafe has come 
on fo fuddenly after infection, and with fo little complaint or un~ 
eafinefs, that the whole affair has been terminated, purges taken, 
and the patient returned home perfectly well, in a week ; before 
others, inoculated at the fame time, from the fame patient, and 
under the fame circumftances, have begun to complain. 
~ In this cafe, the inoculated part fhews early certain marks of - 
infection, fometimes on the very next day, or.the day after, when 
the incifion will often appear confiderably inflamed and elevated. 
The patient about this time frequently makes fome of tht follow- 
ing complaints, viz. chillnefs, itchings, and flight pricking pains 
in the part, and fometimes on the thoulder ; giddinefs, drowfineis, - 
anda flight head-ach, fometimes attended with a feverifh heat, but 
ofien without any. The account which patients themfelves give 
of their feelings is, in fome, as if they had drank too much, and 
in others, as if they had caught a cold. Thofe complaints feldom” 
laft twenty-four hours, often not fo long, and with frequent in- 
termiffions; never, fo far as our author remembers, rifling to a. 
degree that requires confinement. During the continuance of 
thofe complaints, the inflammation of the arm advances apace, 
and féels hard to the touch: but upon their wearing off, the in= 
flamed appearances gradually diminifh, and the part dries to a 
common {mall fcab; the fkin, that was before red, turns livid 
and the difeafe entirely vanifhes. In fome inftances, thofe fymp= 
toms attack much later ; even on the feventh or eighth day, when 
an eruption might be expected in coniequence of them, yet none 
‘appears; but the arm gets well very foon, and the difeafe is at 
an end, ; 
Tn this irregular fort of the diforder there have, however, becn 
fome examples where a few eruptions have appeared, and probably 
in confequence of the inoculation : yet the puftules have not look 
ed like the true fmall-pox, neither have they maturated like them, 
nor lafted longer thanghree days; about which time, for the moft 
part, they have dried away. | ‘a 
~ When this irregular kind of difeafe firft occurred in Barow 
‘Dimfdale’s practice, he was in doubt whether the patients were 
quite fecure from any future attacks of the diftemper. In order 
to be fatisfied of this point, he inoeulated them a fecond time, 
caufing them to affociate with perfons in every ftage of the dif+ 
eafe, and to try all other means of catching the infection, This 


method has been practifed with the generality of fuch patients 
“ever fince, yet without a fingle inftance of its producing any dif. 
order. Baron Dimfdale, therefore, then made no fcruple of pro~ 
‘nouncing them perfectly fafe : and experience had enabled him to 
- foretel, for the moft part, in two or three days after the operation, 
whether the difeafe would pafs in this flight manner. ee 
Upon the fecond inoculation, however, the ineifed- parts are 
uncommonly inflamed for a day or two, juft in the fame manner 
as has in numerous inftances been obferved, as well in thofe who, 
though certain of having had thé fmall-pox in the natural way, 
have fubmitted to inoculation for the fake of experiment, as in 
others, who, being’ doubtful whether they have had the difeafe 
or not, have been inoculated in order to be fatished. But in all 
fuch cafes, the parts foon became well; nor did any of thole ap- 
pearances which have been defcribed as the conftant attendants on 
inoculation, as pain in the head, giddinefs, marks of infection in 
the arm, &c. enfue. Neither can thofe appearances ever be pro- | 
duced upon a perfon who has had the {mall-pox before, either in 
the natural way or by inoculation. : age ae 
Another irregularity deferving notice is, that fometimes upon 
the abatement of the fever and other fymptoms, after the appear- 
ance of feveral puftules, and when the eruptive ftage of the difeafe 
feems completed, it neverthelefs happens that freth eruptions come 
out, and continue doing fo daily, for four, five, or even fix days 
fucceffively ; preceded fometimes by a flight pain in the head, 
though more frequently they appear without any new difturbance. 
-Thofe are generally few, of fhort duration, and feldom come to 
maturity. Baron. Dimfdale, however, has feen four cafes, in 
which, after a ceffation of complaints, and an appearance of few 
puftules, the eruptive ftage of the difeafe was thought to be over, 
et in two or three days a frefh fit of fever has attacked the pa- 
tients, and after a fhort illnefs a quantity of new puftules has broke 
out far exceeding the firft number, and thofe remained and ma- 
tured completely. zs : 
Some of the Baron’s own patients, and, as he has been credi- 
bly informed, thofe of other inoculators, have had confiderable 
eruptions of this kind after they returned home ; which have pro- 
bably given occafion for the reports of feveral having had the 
difeafe in the natural way after inoculation. But in confirmation 
that thofe reports are ill-grounded, he obferves, that in all the cafes 
of this fort which have occurred in his own practice, or, as far 
as he can learn, in that of others, the fecond or laiter crop of 
puftules has always happened within the time ufually allowed for 
the progrefs of the fmall-pox from inoculation ; before the inflam- 
mation on the arm has ceafed, and fooner than we can fuppole 
them to have been produced by infectron received in the natural 
“way. When this has happened, it has been to perfons in whom, 
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after a flight eruption and abatement of fyimptoms, the dif afe hag 
prematurely been judged to be quite over, and they have there- 
fore been permitted to return to their families. a 
An appearance, more alarming andwmore dangerous than any — 
of thofe which. have already been taken notice of, isthe occur 
rence of epileptic fits. For aithough it has been remarked, that - 
thefe are often the forerunners of a mild difeafe, both in eafes of 
accidental and likewife of intentional contagion; yet it is unde- 
niable, that in not a few inftances they have of themfelves proved 
fatal. Wherever, therefore, an epileptic fit oecurs, it naturally — 
claims the attention of the practitioner. The occurrence of future” 
fits is beft prevenied by the employment of tinéture of opium, 
taking off the tendency to inordinate action by giving at leaft a 
temporary diminution of irritability ; and on the fame principle, 
when during a fit the patient is able to fwallow,. nothing is more 
effe€tual either in fhortening the fit or diminifhing its feverity,. 
than a dofe of the fame accommodated to the age and condition. _ 
ef the patient. Confiderable.benctit may be derived.from any ~ 
volatile alkaline fpirit, fuch as fpirit of harthhorn, the favourite 
remedy of Dr. Sydenizam in fuch cafes. But the beft effects may 
be obtained from the ufe of the tepid bath, which is not only of 
feryice in fuch cafes from its ation as an antifpafinodie, but which. 
alfo, by producing relaxation of the fkin, facilitates and promotes 
the eruption. And even allowing that, as fome imagine, the 
number of puftules: would be increafed by heat avplied-in this 
manner, yet much lefs is to be dreaded from thence than from: 
thé continuance of the fits. ty og 
Baron Dimfdale next confiders the confequences that arife from, 
this very cool and repelling method, and how far the patient's 
future fate of health may be affected by a practice fo oppcliite to. 
what was formerly employed.. : ; ie 
It has. been the general opinion, that in moft or all eruptive: 
complaints, efpecially the fmall-pox, the rational method of cure 
was to forward, by every gentle means, the efforts of nature in- 
producing an eruption; and on the contrary, that there was” 
anger in checking it, either by cold air, cold drink, or any con- 
fiderable evacuations. For this purpofe, the ufe of warm diluents,,, 
and the lying in bed, efpecially if the fever and fymptoms ran 
high, or at leaft confining to the houfe, have been formerly ap= 
proved and recommended, Experience, however, has now fuf- 
ficiently confirmed the advantage of a different kind of treat- 
ment.. ; Hie 
While the old methods prevailed of condu@ting inoculation,, 
the patients, particularly children, after pafling through the dif- 
eafe ina very favourable manner, were frequently liable to ab- 
{ceffes in the axilla and other parts, tedious ophthalmies,, and. 
troublefome ulcerations ia the place of infertion; whicn thengh 
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they coyld not be forefeen or prevented, yet often gave more pain 
and vexation to the patients, and trouble to the operator, than the 
difeafe itfelf had done. But on enquiry into the ftate of thofe who 
have been treated in the cool way, or according to the new 
method, Baron Dimfdale affirms, that in more than 1500 there 
has been only one who has had fo much as a boil in the axilla ; 
and this was a child who had in the fame arm an iffve, which was 
at that time died up. He had feen only two very fmall fuper- ~ 
ficial boils in others near the place of infertion ; and thofe teemed 
to be occafioned rather by an irritation from the difcharge than > 
by any other caufe, and were all foon healed with very little 
trouble. . 

In a few inftances alfo, there has been a flough in the incifed 
part, which has caufed a fore of fhort duration; but not one in- 
itance of an ulcer of any continuance. Such little breakings-out 
too, and fcabs, as frequently fucceed the mild natural {mall-pox, 
fometimes, though rarely, happen to thofe inoculated in the new 
way; and, as they are of little confequence, are generally cured 
by the fame method. . t 

Tn regard to ophthalmies from this kind of praSlice, Baron 
Dimfdale had never known an inftance of one truly deferving that 
name. The-coats of the eye have been a little inflamed in a very 
few, but they foon became clear, without any means ufed for that 
purpofe. [Ele knew but two cafes where he thought the inflam- 
mation great enough to require bleeding ; and not one where a 
blifter was neceffary. “Thofe complaints, therefore, which were 
formerly fo frequent and troublefome, feem to be much reduced 
by the cold method, the great utility of which 1s now univerfalty 
acknowledged. a 

When the benefits of inoculation have now been demonftrated | 
to be fo great, it is truly furprifing that the practice never became 
general. Even its wonderful fuccefs, particularly when contratt- 
ed with the natural {mall-pox, has not been fufhicient to remove 
the exifling prejudices againft it; and in many parts of Britain, 
the lower clafs were deterred from it by fcruples even of a re~ 
ligious nature, by which means the ftate annually fuftained a very - 
confiderable lofs. It is, however, but juft to obferve, that in 
many parts both the medical practitioners and the clergy have 
done all in their power to remove every difficulty. At Edinburgh, 
the colleges of phyficians and furgeons annually made an offer ef 
their affiftance and advice gratis to ail the poor who would fubmit 
to this operation during certain months; and a moft refpectable 
clergyman has been at the expence of publifhing a plain and fen- 
fibledifcourfe, not only calculated to remove every religious doubt 
or fcruple which can be entertained on this head, but alfo clearly 
demontirating to parents, that they have themftlves to blame for 


the death of their children, if they neglect to employ the means 
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with which Providence has furnifhed them for preferving the lives 
of their offspring. . 

It may naturally be fuppofed that fince the practice of Baron 
Dim/fdale prevailed, fome important improvements in variolous zno- 
culation muft have taken place. One of the moft confiderable, 
perhaps, has been the difcovery of the inutility, nay, we may fay,. 
the injurious tendency, of long preparation, by which, in fome — 
inftances, as well as by carrying the application of cold too, far, 
very mifchieyous and {ometimes fatal confequences have occutréd.: @ 

_ Among the various publications on the fubject, there appears 
tous none of fo much real importance as the communication en- 
titled“ Obfervations on the Small-pox, and the Caufes of Fever,” 
by Dr. George Fordyce, publifhed in the Tranfaétions of the 
Society, in London, for the improvement of Medical and Chi- 
furgical Knowledge. ‘The narrative of this very able phyfician 
is in the following terms: ‘*I inoculated a family,” fays he, 
“ confifting of three young ladies, for the fmall-pox. It was my 
cuftom, at that time, to make three fmall punctures in one arm. 
It happened in the e'deft, that the fuppuration in one of thefe 
came much forwarder than in the other two: it was perfect on 
the feventh day, and the fever took place. J expected a great in- 

-creafe of the fever, which. was already confiderable, when the 
other two punctures fhould perfect their fuppuration, and was 
not a little alarmed for the fafety of my patient: but was greatly 
furprifed to find, when the firft of thefe perfected its fuppuration — 
on the beginning of the eighth day, that it produced no effet 
whatever on the fever; neither did the fecond, which perfected | 
its f{uppuration on the end of the eighth. | 

“The reafon of making more than one puncture, was to en= — 
fure the difeafe’s taking place, as it was fuppofed that a fecond | 
inoculation could not be made with fafety, till it fhould be cer- — 
tainly known that the firfl had not taken place, which is-not till 
eight or ten days in many cafes, a time of dreadful anxiety to —~ 
parents. I conceived now that this opinion was erroneous, and 
accordingly made no more than one pundture after that time. 

“Tt was not till the year after, that a cafe happened, in which — 
I was in any doubt of the taking of the firft puncture; and that 
was a young gentleman, in his feventh year. On the third day ~ 
after the firft punéture, I made a fecond. ‘They both came for- ~ 
ward, ‘The fever was produced by the fuppuration of the firft, 
was very flight, and when the fecond fuppurated, was not at all 
increafed; and there were not twenty puftules in all. nie 

‘«‘ It happened in about a month afterwards, that 1 was em- 
poy to inoculate a boy of four years. His parents fent him a_ 

’\ Jittle way into. the country, fuppofing he would be fafer in a purer 

-air. In vifiting him, the day after the eruption had appeared, I 
found a child of the woman who kept the houfe playing with my ~ 
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patrent, Ieafked the mother if he had had the fmall-pox ; was 
told no,.but that he was preparing for inoculation, which was 
to be performed in two or three days. It occurted to me, if the 
natural infection had taken place, that it might be prevented by 
“jmmediate inoculation, as I had grounds to believe, that it was 
generally from twelve to fourteen days after receiving the infec- 
tion, that the natural {mall-pox took place. It was ampoffible to 
meet the other practitioner till the next day. I therefore per- 
(yaded the mother to let me inoculate the chid immediately ; fhe 
infifling, however, that I fhould not mention it; which, as I 
conceived the life of the boy wast ftake, and there was no pe~ 
cuniary confideration, I confented to. Three days afer, ‘the 
child was inoculated a fecond time; my puncture being fo flight, 
as not to be perceived. It inflamed, however ; the fuppuration was 
perfected on the eighth day, the fever took place, and the erup: 
tion was beginning. The wound made afterwards, fuppurated ; 
but no new fever arofe, and the patient bad about fifty puliules. 

« | have now fo often repeated this practice, that I have no * 
doubt but that variolous matter has loft all its power of producing 
fever, after the firft twenty-four hours, from the time it is car- 
ried into the blood-veffels. I wifhed, however, to try the effect 
of inoculation upon a perfon who had gone through the difeafe, 
and accordingly inoculated myfelf on the back of the hand, by a 
flight puncture. It inflamed in the wfual way, and a puftule 
arofe ; fo that 1 was under fome apprehenfion of having the 
difeafe, efpecially as I bad already had two. eruptive difeafes, 
- which my phyficians believed at the time were the fmall-pox, im- 
fomuch, as after the frit, no care was taken to avoid expofing 
me to the infeétion. “1 {hould believe, that they were miftaken in 
the firft. On the fifth day, when the puftule had arifen to the 
fize of the head of a large pin, it was hard, and without any 
matter, and gradually went away without fuppuration. I have 
inoculated myfelf feveral times fince. Sometimes the fame kind 
of puftule has taken place, and fometimes there has been no in- 
flammation at all. Oe aie: : 

« Dr. Rutherford, my learned matter, in his lectures on the 
practice of phytic, to afcertain the time the natural infection of. 
the fmall-pox is latent, before it produces the fever, mentioned the 
cafe of a party of foldiers marching through a village where the 
difeafe was, that they were feized from twelve to fourteen days 
afterwards with the tever, and that this was the ufual time. I have 
feen many cales fince, which confirm this opinfon, although it 
alfo happens, that the infection fometimes takes place fooner. I 
therefore thought, that, ‘f inoculation rendered the fy{tem callous, 
if I may fo fpeak, to variolous matter, inftead of there being any 
danger in inoculating a patient who had already caught the difeafe, 
as the infection was quicker in its action, the inoculation had a 
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great chance of preventing any mifchief, by producing the ines 
culated inftead of the natural difeafe. And this explained a cir- 
cumftance, which had before furprifed and aftonifhed me, viz. 
the fool-hardinefs of certain empyrics, who ‘brought a perfon to 
be inoculated into the room of a patient, when the fmall-pox © 
were at the height, as in many inflances he muft catch the na- 
tural fmall-pox at the fame time; but the inoculation coming 
before the natural kind, prevented the mifchief. It is neverthe- 
lefs a dangerous practice ; for, if the inoculttion fhould not take 
place, and the patient be infected, there is all the rifk of the na- 
tural fmall-pox. 

“¢ Since the time of my forming thefe opinions, I have known 
many inftances which confirm them; fo that I have no doubt in 
recommending it to any perfon, who may chance to have been 
expofed to the natural infection, to be inoculated immediately. 

“To afcertain the caufe of the fmall-pox being more or lefs 
numerous, has been a matter much wifhed for. In the family I 
have already mentioned, the lady in whom one puncture fuppu- 
rated before the others, and alone operated in producing the dif- 
eafe, the {mall-pox were much more favourable than tn the other — 
two, where all the punctures {uppurated together. ‘This led me 
to refle&t on the cafe of a girl of five years of age, whom I had 
inoculated about a month before. The mother of this child was 
exceedingly anxious, would hold the child herfelf, and ftarted in 
fuch a manner, that the two firft punctures hardly drew blood, and 

‘J was induced to make three more; five in all. This child had 
the difeafe very feverely, which I confidered at that time as acci~ 
‘dental only, but now began to think, that the quantity of matter 
abforbed, and acting fo as firft to produce the fever, was the circum- 
{tance which rendered the difeafe more or lefs favourable. I 
therefore refolved to try a very fmall punéture for the future, 
which has fucceeded fo well, that although I have inoculated a 
great number fince that time, I have not met with one cafe in the 
imalleft degree unfavourable ; whereas, when I made a wound as. 
I did at firft, and applied the matter on a pledget, the difeafe was 
often unfavourable, and the wound very troublefome, which made 
me change my method to making punctures,,of which I made 
three, rather deep ones, and ftill Imet with many unfavourable cafes, 
fo as always to inoculate with terror. ‘I ‘apprehend then, that - 
the principal, if not the only.confideration in inoculation, is the 
manner of making the puncture, which fhould be done as fol< 

lows: Run a lancet into a puftule, either at the time of fuppu- ~ 
ration, or before, fo as to be moiftened with the matter; let it 
dry; moiften it a fecond time; let it dry ; view the point 
with a magnifier; if it be covered to the very point, it is 
properly armed; if it be not, it muft be dipped in the mat- 

ter again, until the point is covered completely; juft before 
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the puncture is to be made, dip the point in water for a fe- 
cond; let it he for a minute or two, till the matter be foftened 
again; lay bare the arm, and about the infertion of the deltoid 
mufcle make a puncture, penetrating the fearf fkin, fo that it may 
be felt on ratfing the point of the lancet: if no blood appear, the 
better. Or if you have frefh matter in a quill, dip the point of 
the lancet in it, fo that the point be perfectly covered, and pro- 
ceed to make the puncture, as before. Or if you have dry mat- 
ter in a quill, moiften it with a very {mall quantity of water, fo 
as to bring it to the confiilence of recent matter, and then pro- 
~~ ceed as before dire€ted. It is not neceflary to apply any thing to 
the arm; after threé days examine the arm; if there be no red~ 
nefs, make another puncture about an inch diftance. ‘This, how- 
ever, will very rarely be found neceffary. 
“ ‘Thus, I flatter myfelf, I have found what is moft effential 
in inoculation. Preparation, it is true, has been fupjpofed to be 
of great confequence: but I believe this epinion is only a taint of 
that fuperftition which originated with medicine, from the firft 
practitioners in the lefs cultivated ftate of mankind being priefts 
and conjurers, as. well as phyficians ; and am afraid we fhall never 
be able to get clear of this taint, which is the foundation of quackery. 
Preparation is a great inftrument of fuper{tition. A man is pre- 
pared to die by rubbing a little oil on his breaft, turning a chair 
three times round is an excellent preparation for playing at whift; 
fo eating foup for a month renders the body perfeQly prepared for 
mercury. 
“s ‘Taking the matter of preparation ferioufly, the propofition is, 
to put the body into a ftate in which matter of the fmall-pox fhall 
produce lefs fever, fewer puftules, or fo that the puftules fhall 
have lefs effect on the fyftem. Now, unlefs this ftate be known, 
_ how fhall we know in what manner it is to be produced ?° Will 

any one fay that he knows, on producing a perfon to him who is 
to be affected with the {fmall-pox, whether he will have them fa~ 

vourably or not? Certainly he cannot on any principle hitherto 
known. I have had opportunities frequently, in St. Thomas’s 
hofpital, of feeing perfons ufing mercurial, antimonial, and other 
regimens, recommended as preparations, feized with the fmall- 
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pox, which were in no ways more favourable than in thofe who. 


were not ufing any of thefe remedies. The only thing that feems 
to have been of any advantage is living for a little time on vege- 
table food; and this is even doubtful. I have the ereateit reafon 
to believe, that it is not of the fmalleft confequence whether the 
matter be of the mild or confluent kind. I never knew of an in- 
{tance of any other difeafe being communicated by inoculation of 
the {mall-pox. | 


“* There is therefore only one other circumftance, exceptin 
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the punQure, to be attended to; whichis, that, of the children who’ 
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have died in London of inoculation for many years, as far as I have 
been able to colle&, more than two thirds have been under nine { 
months ; and therefore I have confidered it as improper to ino~ 
culate before teething. It happened to me thata family came ~ 
from America, whofe children had not had the fmall-pox. One . 
of thefe was under nine months, and on the breaft. ‘They ap- 
plied to me. I refufed to inoculate this child, and advifed that 
it fhould be kept out of the way while the others were ino- 
culated; but, rather than fubmit to this inconvenience, they ap- — 
plied to another practitioner, who inoculated the whole, and this — 
child died. if ; | 2 Tae 
* Since frefh variolous matter has no effet on the fever in the 
fmall-pox, it follows, that that which is already in the blood-vef-_ 
fels has alfo no further effet, after the difeafe is perfe@ly brought. 
on; and as other fevers are fo exa@tly fimilar to that of the fmall- — 
pox, that it is impoflible to diftinguifh them till the eruption 
takes place, it is very probable that’ other infections, as well as_- 
the variolous, only at for a fhort time in producing the fever, 
and that they alfo have no further effect. ‘That’ this is the: cafe 
we have greater reafon to believe, from this obfervation, that pa- 
tients who have caught infectious fevers in St. Thomas’s and other — 
hofpitals, and coritinued there, have gone through the difeafe, in — 
a ward where the infection was ftrong, with as mild fymptoms as 
where peculiar care has been taken to keep the air as pure as pof= 
fible. And in general many more people recover of fevers in our — 
hofpitals than in. private families, with fimilar practice; owing 
moft probably to the directions of the praCtitioners being more _ 
ftrily attended to: for fuch is the difpofition of mankind to 
quackery, that you can hardly ever:prevent even a fond mother 
from trying experiments on her only fon, -lying ill of a dangerous 
difeafe. . Pad ee 
© Moreover, if a crifis fhould take place in the middie of an - 
infectious fever, it happens when the infection is ftrongeft, and 
its effects therefore the moft powerful, if it a@s at all on the 
patient. : ; | 
** Again, thofe who have once gone through the fever are lefg 
fubjeQ to the infeCtion than thofe who have not had the difeafe. | 
;‘This has been long remarked in the plague. I. have obferved it - 
in our hofpital, in which there are almoft always violent fevers, — 
and therefore infectious ones; for all fevers, from’ whatever 
caufe they arife, I have obferved, generate infeCtious vapour,’and 
commonly according to their violence. Another ftrong inftance 
is, that fome of the felons who have brought infe@tion into a — 
court of juftice, fo as to deftroy almoft half the court, have had 
no fever at the time. In the laft cafe which happened at the Old. 
Bailey, the felon was not at the time affected with fever, or any 
other difeafe. 3 ¥: 
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© From all thefe circumftances we may conclude, that, during 

the courfe of a fever which arofe from infeCtion, the infeCGhious 
matter has nothing to do with the fever, neither,increafing nor 
diminifhing, nor any ways altering it; and that therefore it is not 
-neceflary to pay any attention to it in the cure of the difeafe.”’ 

Dr. Fordyce concludes with enquiring “* how far other caufes 
of fever have effect upon it, after it has once taken place ?”—~but 
“this forms no part of our prefent bufinets. i | 

Dr. P. Ruflel has publifhed the following account of two cafes 
fhewing the exiftence of the fmall-pox and the meafles in the fame 
perfon at the fame time; a phenomenon deemed by Mr. Hunter 
impofhible, or at leaft very rare: ae . 

‘© The meafles and the fmall-pox were epidemical at Aleppo in 
the year 1765. They both made their appearance about the fame 
time in December of the preceding year, and gradually increafed 
through January, February, and part of March. The meailes 
difappeared in April, while the fmall-pox lingered till the fummer -_ 
folftice. f ! 

‘© Till the month of March both difeafes were, in general, of 
a favourable kind. The eruption of the meafles commonly hap- 
pened on the evening of the third or morning of the fourth day. 
‘The eruptions. were firft vifible on the face, and began to fade 
every-where on the fixth or feventh day, but feldom difappeared 
entirely fooner than the tenth. ‘They were rather more prominent 
than thofe which I hed obferved in Europe, and the branny {curt 
left on the fkin-was confiderably lefs. In other refpects there was 
‘no material variation’ fronr Sydenham’s accurate defcription of the 
meaifles epidemic at London in the year 1670- 

“© After the beginning of March, the difeafe became more for- 
midable, the eyes were more inflamed; the coryza, the cough, ' 
and the febrile fymptoms, were in a greater degree than in the 
former months. . The eruption appeared irregularly from the fe- 
cond to the feventh day of the fever.’ The eruptions often ap- 
_ peared on the breaft before they -were feen on the face ; they were. 
of a fainter colour, and the branny fcurf was, in general, lefs. 
A vomiting and diarrhoea were common fymptoms from the be- . 
ginning; the latter continued throughout the difeafe, the former 
ufually ceafed as foon as the eruption was ‘complete; but very. 
young fubjects continued to be harafled by retchings, excited by 
the irritation of fneezing or coughing. About the height of the 
difeafe the fick were fubje& to fhort exacerbations of the fever, 
accompanied with difficulty of breathing, and ftitches in the cheft, 
which recurred feveral times in the twenty-four hours. On the 
whole, the meafles, after the month of, February, approached 
nearer fe the anomalous fpecies defcribed by Sydenham under the 

year 1074, eis 
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 Yrom the end-of February the f{mall-pox, which hitherto had 
been of a mild diftina& kind, became irregular and much more 
fatal. The puftules were confluent on the face; on other parts 
diftinet, but generally flattifh, and indented at the top-. In many 
caies they fuppurated imperfectly ; in others they remained dry 
or hufky ; and fome inftances occurred of their turning black 
about the feventh day. Av,diarrhoea and tenefmus frequently at- 
tended from the beginning to the end, ~ / 

“Though a large proportion of the infeed fill recovered, 
they continued long in a fickly ftate. Children were not only re- 
duced by the diarrhoea, but were often attacked with the hooping= 
-cough, er with erratic fevers, both being at that time epidemic in 
the city. In the more malignant Kind of {mall-pox many died 
between the feventh and ninth day, fome ftrugeled to the eleventh, 
very few recovered. | 

“‘ When the fmall-pox and the meafles prevailed in the fame 
feafon, many of the children fuffered both difeafes in fucceflion, 
as ufual. The meafles were rarely obferved to fucceed the fmal]- 
pox in lefs than twenty days, reckoning from the eruption. ‘The 
imall-pox commonly fucceeded the meafles fomewhat earlier in the 
third week; but feveral cafes were met with in which the puf- 
tules of the {mall-pox were difcovered on the face before the total 
difappearance of the meafles on the limbs; that is, on the eleventh 
or twelfth day. | 

“* Tt has already been remarked, that few of the infeéted in ei- 
ther difeafe died before the month of March. But from that time 
the mortality in the {mall-pox was confiderable ; as thofe who 
had juft before fuffered from the meafles, and were reduced by 
the diarrhoea to a {tate unfavourable for the reception of a fatiguing 
diftemper, generally perifhed, unlefs the fuperyening fmall-pox 
was of a mild kind. The danger appeared to be rather lefs where 
a bad kind of meafles fucceeded the {mall-pox 

*« ‘The reciprocal influence of the two difeafes in the fame fub- 
ject was carefully attended to in above three hundred cafes; and 
fo little did the quality of the firft difeafe feem to influence that of 
the fecond, that a mild diftin@ {mall-pox was often obferved to 
follow the worft-kind of meafles, and vice verfa. 

“In the month of March an inftance occurred where both 
difeafes were conjoined in the fame patient. The fubjeét was a 
female child two years old, of a pale delicate complexion. ‘The 
redneis of the eyes, the coryza, and the cough which accompa- 
nied the fever, ‘led me to expe@ the meafles. On the fourth day 
_ the eruptions of the meafles were vifible on the face, the neck, and 
_ the back; but at the fame time a few eruptions of'a different kind 
were interfperfed on the face and neck, which, if they had been 
the fole eruption, I fhould without hefitation have declared to be 
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the {mall-pox. The progrefs of ‘the pu ftules on the fifth proved 


them to be variolous. Both eryptions were of a favourable kind, 
and diftin@tly purfued their regular courfe. On the eighth day 
the meafles were fading faft, while the variolous puftules on the 
face were near their height. ‘The puftules were not numerous, 
were very diftin€:, and ripened perfectly. ‘The cough continued 
to be a troublefome fymptom, efpecially in the fecond week. A 
diarrhoea fupervened about the fourteenth day, and contributed to 
render the child’s recovery very flow. - 

“© In the month of April I met with a fimilar cafe. A healthy 
boy, three years old, was attacked with the ufual fymptoms of the 
eruptive fevers, at that time epidemical. The cough rather feemed 
to indicate the meafles.. On the third day the eruptions of the 
fmall-pox and meafles made their appearance together. ‘The vario- 
lous puftules were of the fmall round kind, and came to perfect 
maturity ; but were more numerous than in the former cafe. The 
meafles were of a fainter colour, and left behind them ftil lefs of 
the branny fcurf, agreeing in both circumftances with the dileafe 
then prevalent. ° 

«© On the fixth day of the fever a diarrhoea and tene{mts were 
joined to the harafing cough, and reduced the patient fo low 
in the fecond week, that his life was defpaired of. ‘The flux, 
however, leaving him towards the end of the month, he re- . 
covered.” } . 

The following inftance of the fame kind fell under the care of | 
Mr. Leefe, a practitioner in London, and appears in the Medical 
and Phyfical Journal. sia : 

“ April 19th, 1800. The infant of Mr. W. im Paddington- 
ftreet, about five months old, at the breaft, without any appearance 
ef teeth, had been ever fince its birth a very fine and healthy girl, 
though it had in the fkin eight or ten little fpots, fomething like 
flea-bites, but fo very trifling as not to produce in me the leaft 
hefitation to inoculate it, it being otherwife quite lively, and in 
good health: I therefore inferted into the arnt fome variolous 
matter, recently taken from a healthy girl that had the difeafe by 
imoculation., | 3 ei 

«© On the morning after the inoculation, a powder, compofed 
of calomel and rhubarb,. was given; and afterwards, for a few 
days, pulv. antim. and calom. in very {mall dotes, every night 
and morning. : 

© On the fourth day it was evident the virus had begun to act 
in the arm, the little {pots before obferved had difappeared, and 
the child was in its ufual flate of health. | , 

“ About the ninth day fome little fpecks appeared in the fkin, 
which it was fuppofed would become variolous puftules; but 
they difappeared, though about ten or twelve in the arm, around 
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the inoculated part, continued to increafe, and advance to fups 
puration. 

“© Tenth day, much as yefterday, but the child rather feveriflt — 
and unealy. - 3 eee , 

“* Eleventh day, uneafy as yefterday, with fome little fever; a | 
very few fpots about the body that promifed to be variolous. 
puttules. : 

“< Twelfth day, rather more fever, puftules more advanced, 
bowels open; ordered a faline febrifuge mixture; feemed alfo a 
little heavy, and ftuffed at the nofe. The weather being tolerably 
fine, it had been carried out almoft every day ; was therefore fup~ — 
pofed to have caught a flight cold. : 

s¢ "Thirteenth day, the variolous puftules advancing, the heat of 
the {kin rather lefs; but was fomewhat furprifed to find it filled 


in every part with an eruption exactly refembling meafles, accom- — 


panied alfo with much rednefs of the eye-lids, and difcharge from 
-the eyes; the breathing a little impeded from the ftoppage in the 
nofe. As I fuppofed the variolous and morbillous eruptions 
- €ould not appear together, but that one would be retarded till the ~ 
ether had taken its courfe, I was in fome doubt whether to pro- ~ 
‘mounce it meafles or not. | , 

«* Fourteenth day, the variolous puftules increafing, and filled ~ 
with fome matter; a good deal of inflammation in the arm, and 
the puftules there very prominent, though not very large; the 
morbillous eruption general, and very diftinctly marked, with wa- 
tering of the eyes, {neezing, cough, and flight oppreffion in re- 
{piration, I took a medical friend with me, who, like myfelf, 
had never feen fuch a cafe, and he perfectly agreed with me, that 
there was not the leaft doubt but the eruption was the meafles. 

“« Fifteenth day, lefs ill than yefterday, meafles difappearing, 
fmall-pox advancing, cough and {neezing lefs frequent than yef= 
terday. ; 

iF Bei day, called, but the child was carried out; the — 
mother informed me it was better than yefterday; the meafles — 
nearly gone. | ; of 

“< Seventeenth day, meafles nearly or quite gone, the vario- © 
lous puftules dying away alfo; they were fmall, and contained 
but little matter; the inoculated part drying, and black in the_ 
centre. Bate arg et 
«* Eighteenth day, the meafles entirely difappeared, and the 
fmall-pox going very faft.. From this time the child continuedte — 
be in perfect health.” | | 

Equally fingular may be reckoned the occurrence of the fmall- 
ox a fecond time in the fame perfon. The following inftance is 
addrefled to the editors of the Medical and Phyfical Journal, by 
Mr. Purton of Alcefter, who fays, EO iy ai 
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_ ® ithas been fo generally confidered as a.fa&t, that a perfon 
ence infected with the fmall-pox is fafe from having it a fecond 
time, that I feel a confiderable degree of diffidence in fending 
you the following ftatement of a cafe, by which it is indifput- 
ably proved, that it is poflible for the variclous infe@tion to take 
" place a denn time in the fame Saceuare and that even in the na- 
tural way. 

«« My partner, Mr. Bloxam, a gentleman of found judgment, 
who has been eftablifhed forty years in a very extenfive bufinefs, 
and who vifited the patient with me through every ftage of the _ 

difeafe, has not a doubt of the nature of. the cafe; nor fhould T 
have troubled you on the prefent occafion, if my mind had not 
been thoroughly convinced of its accuracy. 

“© T have been told by an elderly lady-of re{pectability, that fhe 
knew a perfon, who certainly had had the fmall-pox twice; and 
her ftatement was*fo very accurate and citcumftantial, that it was 

fufficient to ftagger the frmeft fceptic; but I confefs that my opi- 
nion remained unchanged until the following cafe came under my 
’ own obfervation. : 

“The circumftance of a perfon having’ the: Paid a fecond 
time, from its rarity, muft be confidered as a fingular pheno- 
menon in pathology; therefore I cannot perceive in what way 
(even if it was generally known) it can injure the caufe of vario- 
lous inoculation ; but it decifively proves ‘that the fimall- -pox mayy ~ 
in a few rare cafes, be received twice by the fame perfon, and 
therefore it ought to be known, and this cafe defervés more _par- 
ticular attention, becaufe the fubjet of it was not inoculated for 
the fmall-pox, but received the difeafe in the. cafual way on 
both occafions. In the firft attack her mother caught the dif- 
_eafe from her, and narrowly efcaped with her life. ‘T ‘he laft time 
I faw her mytfelf; and any perfor who has doubts may be fa- 
tisfied by inoculating with fome of the matter, which I have pre- 
ferved. } 

« This cafe is farther atid to notice, becaufe no greater fe- 
eurity againit the {mail-pox can ‘be expected from the vaccine ino- 
culation than from the infeCtion of the natural fmall-pox 3  there- 
fore the preference of the cow-pox would not be invalidated by 
the occurrence of an occafional cafe, in which the f{mall-pox 
might be caught < after inoculation for the Stab nates if fuch an 
inftance fhould arife. 

“© ‘The fubject of the prefent cafe is Maria Hunt, of Exhall, 
near thistown, aged twenty-two years; fhe caught the stare a 
when fhe was five months old, and had them very violent, as 
the marks at this time fufficiently teftify. Her mother caught 
the difeafe of her, and had it to fo alarming a degree, that the 
apothecary who attended had fcarcely a hope of her recovery. 
_ ‘Lhe mother is ftill living, from whom I received this account, 
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which was alfo corroborated by the teftimony of many refpectabia 


neighbours. 


** On the rrth of March laft the whole village of Exhall was — 
moculated with variolous matter, and this young woman was ap= 
pointed one of the nurfes. On the 3d of April the was attacked 
with fevere rigors, pain in the head and back, ficknefs, and other — 


ufual fymptoms of an approaching fever. The two following 


days fhe was extremely ill; the fever increafed to an alarming | | 


height, attended with delirium, through moft part of the night 
previous to the appearance of the eruption, which fhewed itfelf 
on the 6th of April, early in the morning. The eruption conti- 
nuéd to increafe for feveral days; her throat became fore, with a 
fenfe of fullnefs, from the number of puftules covering’ the fauces; 


and they continued filling till they were completely maturated. 
About the ninth day from the appearance of the eruption, thofe 


upon her face began to turn, and in a few days after thofe upon 
the reft of her body. : 

“< T never thought of taking any matter till the thinner con- 
tents of the puftules were nearly abforbed; but, however, I have 


- obtained a very fufficient quantity, part of which I will fend to’ 
you, or any gentleman who withes for farther confirmation, te - 


make trial of it. } 

“ ‘The above is a juft detail of this_extraordinary cafe, which I 
‘ Jeave to medical men to make their own comments upon.” 

In the Memoirs of the Medical Society of London we find 
the following hiftory of a fecond, or fuppofed fecond, fmall-pox, 
by Mr. Withers, a furgeon of Newbury in Berkshire. 5 

“¢ Mr. Richard Langford, a farmer of Weft Shefford, in this 


county, about fifty years of age, when about a month old had the 


{mall-pox, at a time when three others of the family underwent 
the fame difeafe, one of whom, a fervant man, died withit. Mr. 
Langford’s countenance was {trongly indicative of the malignity 
of the diftemper, his face being fo remarkably pitted and feamed, 
as to attract the notice of all who faw him, fo that no one could 
entertain a doubt about his having had that difeafe in the moft inve- 
terate manner; moreover, it was ufual for him alfo, whenever 
the {mall-pox happened among the poor of his sparifh, to attend 
and affi{t in accommodating them with all neceflaries. 


‘On the eighth of May, 1775, Lattended this perfon, from 


~ 


whom I learned, that about a fortnight before, on overheating © 


himfelf he became indifpofed, and continued fo for two days, 


when he became well, and had continued fo until the day before 
I faw him ; when he was feized with chills, pain of his back and 
head, &c. &c. with confiderable@egree of fever. I directed for 
him fuch medicines as circumftances indicated; on vifiting him 
the following day, I found him much the fame, and I directed a 
continuance of his apcrient and febrifuge medicines. I faw him 
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again early on the morning of the tenth, when his fever was fome- 
‘what abated, and indeed a mitigation of all his fymptoms: ‘The 
fucceeding day I found him ftill better, but complaining of a rafh, 
which, the family then informed. me, they had perceived very 
early. the! morning before, but which they forgot to mention to 
me, and which had efcaped my notice, his chamber being a very 
dark one. wos Ny it A TY 
‘© On exatnining this eruption, which was now not limited to 
his face alone, but extended to his arms, breaft, and body, its ap- 
aeaaa fo much refembled the fmall-pox, that I told the family 
fhould not have hefitated in pronouncing it to be fo, if his hav- 
ing had that diftemper had not been fo notorious. The next day 
the eruption was univerfal; his throat alfo, which he had com- 
plained of the day before, was now become more troublefome, and © 
indeed every other appearance fo much favoured the idea of the 
difeafe being vatiolous, as to induce me to give the moft decided 
opinion of its being fo, and to defire that there might be no com- 
‘munication or intercourfe with any of his friends, who had not had 
that difeafe. This opinion was ridiculed, and confequently but 
little attention paid to the precaution. In the progrefs of this 
cafe, the advancement of the puftules, the {welling of the face 
and head, and that {mell peculiar to the difeafe, as well as every 
other circumftance, ftill more and more confirmed me in the opi- 
nion I had given. ner 
 RefleCting on the fingularity of the cafe, I defired, on the 
eighth day from the invafion, that a phyfician might vifit him; ac- 
cordingly Dr. Collet, then a refident in this place, was defired to 
fee him: confidering how neceflary-it was that the nature of this 
- cafe fhould be inveftigated in the fulleft manner, I requefted Dr. 
Hulbert, a phyfician of eminence here, would attend with Dr. 
Collet, on my own account. ‘This meafure appeared to me the 
more neceflary, as the whole neighbourhood held my opinion in 
contempt; even Dr. Hulbert, to whom. the patient was well 
known, laughed at my idea of its being {mall-pox ; however, both 
thofe gentlemen, on vifiting the patient, pronounced it to be fo. 
As the patient himfelf never could be reconciled to the opinion 
of his cafe being fmall-pox, he was difinclined to purfue the 
means recommended, and his furrounding friends being of the. 
fame opinion, were the lefs inclined to enforce the ufe of them, 
and Dr. Hulbert (though defirous of continuing his attendance 
without any fee) was difmiffed after his fecond vifit. Under 
thefe difadvantages he had but an indifferent chance of recoyery 
from a bad confluent diftemper; he died on the twenty-firkt day 
from the {cizure. | ty | 
Four of the family, as alfo a fifter of the patient’s, to whom 
the difeafe was conveyed by her fon’s vifiting his uncle, falling 
. VOL. Il G : 
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down with the fmall-pox, fully fatisfied the country with regard — 
to the nature of the difeafe, which nothing fhort of this would 
have done: the fifter died. poke 
“‘ This cafe was thought fo extraordinary a one, as to” induce 
the re€tor of the parifh to record the particulars of it in the parifh - 
regifter.” eee i 
ih the following inftance, the {mall-pox was fuppofed to have: 
been contracted in wtero. Itis inferted in the Medical and Phyfi- _ 
cal Journal by Mr. Hebb, who fays, . eR 
~« ‘About mid-day on Tuefday the 7th of April, Elizabeth Ber-— 
ry, being at her full time, was feized with pain in the head and 
back, great thirft and heat, which, by the good women where 
fhe refided, were fuppofed to be the harbingers of approaching 


labour. On the following day they informed me of thefe cir-. 


cumftances, and alfo that fhe had never had the finall-pox, and 
that it had lately been at the next door. When I confidered that 
the heat and thirft were not confequent upon, but coeval with the 
pain in the back, I ftrongly fufpeéted that it would turn out the 
eruptive fever of that difeafe. I intimated my fufpicions to the? 4 
attending women, and begged they would carefully watch the 
~ appearance of any eruption. In the night I was called up to her ; 
and about five o’clock in the morning (April g) fhe was delivered 
of a boy. I called upon her in the courfe of the day; but al- 
though fhe continued very hot, no eruption had appeared. To- — 
wards the evening, however, her nurfe obferved about ha fad 
dozen pimples upon her face; and the next morning, when I faw 
lier, many had appeared, which gradually thickened, and be- 
came confluent. On the Monday morning following (being only 
four complete days after labour), I was defired to look at the: 
child, as he had been for fome hours apparently unwell, and had 
puked confiderably. I found him hotter. than ufual, and he 
moaned much. On the Wednefday morning, being fix days from | 
his birth, I perceived a confiderable variolous eruption, which © 
gradually increafed; and on the Tuefday following (April 21), — 
put a period to his exiftence. ‘The child fucked on the day after’ 
‘his birth. The mother, I am happy to fay, recovered. - 

‘¢ It may not here be improper to obferve, that I have fixed the | 
dates of the fymptoms and appearances as they came under my - 
own eye; although probably they took place feveral hours: pre- 
vious, asthe women fay they thought the child was unwell. on the’ 
Sunday evening, and on the Twefday evening they faw a few little 
fpots, which they took for the red gum, but which, from the 
uimmber of variolous eruptions I faw on. the following morning, 
there is good reafon to believe were the fmall-pox. +d 

. & Pid this child receive the infe@tion before or after birth ? > 
* Tt has been generally admitted that. the cafual {mall-pox 
rarely produces'its conftitutional fymptoms till ten or twelve days 
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after infection; and Dr. Haygarth, who has paid the moft mi- 
hute and unremitting attention to every thing connected with va- 
tiolous contagion, feems to place eight days as the fhorteft pe- 
riod that elapfes between infection. and eruptive féver. Moft au- 
thors are alfo of opinion, that the fmall-pox is not contagious 
during the eruption. -As this child, from my own: obfervation, 
had decided marks of eruptive fever when only four days old, 
and eruptions when only fix, and thefe events (as before ob- 
ferved) had taken place feveral hours previous, it appears clear, 
if he received the infection after birth, that the above-men- 
tioned pofitions cannot, in all cafes, be well founded : but when 
I confider the high and numerous authorities that fupport thefe 
doétrines, my mind feems fatisfied that he took the difeafe be-: 
fore that period. It required no additional faéts to prove that 
the foetus could receive the variolous infection ix utero; there 
are fo many on record, that the hardieft fceptic can no longer 
fofter a doubt upon the fubjeét; but I have not been able’ to 
difcover one that could throw much light> on the flage.at 
which the mother conveyed it to the foctus, whether before the 
eruptive fever, during the eruption, or after it. If Dr. Hay- 
garth’s ftatements are founded in truth; this fact will at leaft 
prove, that it may be conveyed even previous to the eruptive 
fever, as that fever took place in the -child only fix days from 
its firf{ appearance in the mother; and eight days are allow- 
ed, by Dr. H. and other able writers, to be the fhorteft period 
that pafles between infeCtion and coniftitutional fymptoms. ° 
“© "Two facts-related by Dr. Waterhoufe go far to prove that 
the difeafe may be communicated through the medium of the 
blood, fooner than in any othey way. He inftances two ladies 
who took the fmall-pox from the cffiuvia of the blood of another 
lady, who was bled during the eruptive fever, it not being 
known at the time that fhe had that difeafe; the one lady held 
the bafin, the other had it handed to her to put down. When 
we confider that the beft anatomifts are of opinion that the chief _ 
ufe of the placenta is as a breathing organ for the foetus, there 
feems a material analogy. between thefe parts, which mutually 
‘fupport and illuftrate each other. If breathing for a few mo- 
ments the effluvia of the blood, during the eruptive fever, can 
convey the {mall-pox, it requires no great ftretch of faith to be- 
lieve, that, by that continual refpiration (if I may ufe the expref- 
fion) which is going on between the mother and foetus, it may 
be conveyed before that period.” : ried 
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CHICKEN-POX. 


Varicella, Vog. 42 

Variola lymphatica, Sauv. fp.r  . | tbh 

Anglis, The Chicten-pox. Edin. Med. Effays, vol. u. art. 21 near 
the end. Heberden, Med..'Tranfac. art. 17. st (Bais 


‘This is in general a very flight difeafe, and is attended with fo 
little danger, that it would not merit any notice, if it were not 
apt to be confounded with the fmall-pox, and thus give occafion 
to an opinion that a perfon might have the fmall-pox twice in his 
life; or they are apt to deceive ibto a falfe fecurity thofe who. 
have never had the {mall-pox; and make them. believe that they 
are fafe, when im reality they are not. This eruption breaks out 
in many, according to Dr. Heberden, without any illnefs or pre- 
vious fign ; in others it is preceded by a little degree of chillynefsy 
-jaffitude, cough, broken fleep, wandering pains, lofs of appetite, 

and feverifh ftate for three days. a eas 
In fome patients the chicken-pox make their firft appearance 
enthe back; but this perhaps is not conftant. Moft of them are 
of the common fize of the fmall-pox, but fome are lefs. Dr. He- 
berden never faw them confluent, nor very numerous. The - 
greateft number was about twelve in the face, and two hundred 

aver the reft of the body. 7 
On the firft day of the eruption they are reddifh, On the fe-~ 
cond day there is at the top of moft of them a very {mall bladder, - 
about the fize of a millet-feed. This is fometimes full of a watery _ 
and colourlefs, fometimes of a yellowifh liquor, contained be- 
‘tween the cuticle and fkin. On the fecond, or, ‘at the fartheft,. 
en the third day from the beginning of the eruption, as many of ~ 
thefe pocks as are not broken feem arrived at their full maturity 5 
and thofe which are fulleft of that yellow liquor very much re-— 
~ femble what the genuine fmall-pox are on the fifth or fixth day, — 
efpecially where there happens to be a larger {pace than ordinary 


occupied by the extravafated ferum. It happens to moft of them, _ 


either on the firft day that this little bladder arifes, or on the day 
after, that its tender cuticle is-burft by the accidental rubbing of 
the:clothes, or by the patient’s hands to allay the itching which 
attends this eruption. A thin fcab is then formed at the top of - 
the pock, and the {welling of the other part abates, without its 
ever being turned into pus, as it is in the fmail-pox. Some few 
efcape being burft; and the little drop of Kquor contained in the 
velicle at the top of them grows yellow and thick, and dries into. , 
afeab. Qn the fifth day of the eruption they are almoft all dried 


CHICKEN-POX. St 


and covered with a flight cruft. The inflammation of thefe pocks. 
is very {mall, and the contents of them do not feem to be owing 
to fuppuration, as in the fmall-pox, but rather to what is extra- 

- vafated under the cuticle by the ferous veflels of the fkin, as ina 
common blifter. -No wonder, therefore, that this liquor appears 
fo foon as on the fecond day; and that, upon the cuticle be- 
ing broken, it is prefently fucceeded by a flight feab. Hence 
too, as the true {kin is fo little affected, no mark or fcar is likely 
to be left, unlefs in one or two pocks, where, either by being ac- _ 
cidentally much fretted, or by fome extraordinary fharpnefs of — 
the contents, a little ulcer is formed in the fkin. | 

The patients fearce fuffer any thing throughout the whole pro- 
grefs of this illnefs, except fome languidnefs of ftrength and {pi- 
rits and appetite ; all which is probably owing to the confining of 

_ themfelves to their chamber. 

Two children were taken ill of the chicken-pox, whofe mother 
chofe to be with them, though fhe had never this complaint. 
Upon the eighth or-ninth day, after the pocks were at their 
height in the children, the mother fell ill of this diftemper, then 
beginning to fhew itfelf. In this inftance the infeétion lay in the 
body much about the fame time that it is known to do in the 
imall-pox. . é 

Remedies are not likely to be much wanted in a difeafe attend- 
ed with hardly any inconvenience, and which in {fo fhort a time _ 
is certainly cured of itfelf. 

The principal marks by which the chicken-pox may be diftin- 
guifhed from the fmall-pox are, | 

_1. The appearance, on the fecond or third day from the erup- 
tion, of that veficle full of ferum upon the top of the pock. — 

2. The cruft, which covers: the pocks on the fifth day; at 
which time thofe of the {mall-pox are not at the height of their 

' fuppuration. 

Foreign medical writers hardly ever mention the name of this 
difeafe; and the writers of our own country fcarce mention any. 
thing more of it than its name. Morton fpeaks of it as if he fup- 
pofed it to be a very mild genuine fmall-pox. But thefe two dif- 
tempers are furely totally different from one another, not only on 

- account of their different appearances above mentioned, but ‘be- 
cauie thofe who have had the fmall-pox are capable of being in- 
~ fected with the chicken-pox; but thofe who have once had the 
chicken-pox are not capable of having it again, though to fuch as 
have never had this diftemper, it feems as infe€tious as the fmall- 
“pox. Dr. Heberden wetted a thread in the moft concoéted pus- 
_ like liquor of the chicken-pox which he could find, and after mak- , 
. ing.a flight incifion, it was confined upon the arm of one who had 
formerly had it; the little’ wound healed up immediately, and 

> thewed no figns of any infection, 


ny 
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_ From the great fimilitude between the two diftempers, it is pros - 
bable that, inftead of the fmall-pox, fome perfons have been ino-- 
culated from the chicken-pox ; and that the diftemper which had 
fucceeded has been miftaken for the fmall-pox by hafty or inex- 
perienced obfervers. ; a 
There is fometimes feen an eruption concerning which Dr. He- 
berden is in doubt whether it be one of the many. unnoticed cu- 
taneous difeafes, or only a more malignant fort of chicken-pox., _ 
- This diforder is preceded for three or four days by all the fymp- 
~ toms which forerun the chicken-pox, but in a much higher de- 
gree. On the fourth or fifth day the eruption appears, with very 


little abatement of the fever; the pains likewife of the limbs and ~ 


back ftill continue, to. which are joined pains of the gums. The 
pocks are redder than the chicken-pox, and {pread wider, and 
hardly rife fo high, at leaft not in proportion to their fize. In- — 
ftead of one little head ‘or veficle of a ferous matter, thefe have 
from four to ten or twelve. They go off juft like the chicken- 
pox, and are diftinguifhable from the fmall-pox by the fame 
marks; befides which the continuance of the pains and fever — 
after the eruption, and the degree of both thefe, though there be 
not above twenty pocks, are circumflances never happening in- 
the {mall-pox. te fants 


Genus XXX. RUBEOLA, _ 
Muasues. 8 
Rubeola, Saivos gen. 94. Lin. 4. Sag. 293. 
Febris morbillofa, Veg. 36. Hofm. I. 26. 
Morbilli, Funck. 70. 
Sp. I. The Regular MEASLES. | sal 
Rubeola vulgaris, Savv. fp. 1. 
, ~Morbill regulares, Syden:. feQt.iy. cap. §+ 
: Var. 1. The Anomalous MEAsLEs. 


~ Rubeola anowanlay, Sauv. {p. 2. . 
Morbilli anomali, Sydenb. fet. v. cap. 3- 


Var. 2. The Muas.es attended with Quinfy. 
Var. 3. The Measies with Putrid Diathefs of the Blood, 


“MEASLES. ees 
- Sp. Il. The VarroLopes. 
Tn Scotland commonly called the. Nirlesi. imei 
Rubeols variolodes, Sauv. {p.-3- 


1. Defeription.] This difeafe begins with a cold flage, which 
is foon followed by a hot, with the ordinary fymptoms of thirft, 
anorexia, anxiety, ficknefs, and vomiting ; and thefe are more or 
lefs confiderable in different cafes. Sometimes from the begin-. 
ning the fever is fharp and vielent; often, for the firft two days, 
it is obf{cure and confiderable ; but always becomes violent be- 
fore the eruption, which commonly happens on the fourth day. 
This eruptive fever, from the beginning of it, is always attended 
with hoarfenefs, a frequent hoarfe dry cough, and often with 
fome difficulty of breathing. At the fame time the eye-lids are 
fomewhat {welled ; the eyes are a little inflamed, and pour out 
tears; and with this there is a coryza, and frequent {neezing. 
For the moft part a conftant drowfinefs attends the beginning ‘of 
this difeafe. ‘Che eruption, as we have faid, commonly appears 
upon the fourth day; firft on the face, and fucceflively on the 
lower parts of the body. It appears firft in {mall red points; but 
foon after a number- of thefe appear in clufters, which do not 
arife in vifible pimples, but by the touch are found to be a little 

prominent. This is the cafe on the face; but, in other parts of 
the body, the prominency or roughnefs is hardly to be perceiyed. | 
On the face the eruption retains its rednefs, or has it increafed, 
for two days; but on-the third the vivid rednefs is changed to a 
brownith red; and_in a day or two more the eruption entirely dif- 
appears, while a mealy defquamation takes place. During the 
whole time of the eruption the face is fomewhat turgid, but {ele 
dom confiderably {welled. Sometimes, after the eruption has 
appeared, the fever ceafes entirely: but this is feldom the cafe ; 
and more commonly the fever continues or is increaied after the 
eruption, and does not ceafe till after the defquamation. Even: 
then the fever does not always ceafe, but continues with various 
duration and effet. Though the fever happen to ceafe upon the 
eruption’s taking place, it is common for the cough to continue 
till after the defquamation, and fometimes much longer. In all 
-cales, while the feyer continues, the cough alfo continues, ger 
‘nerally with an increafe of the dificulty of breathing; and both 
of thefe fymptoms fometimes arife to a degree which denotes a~ 
pneumonic affection, This may happen at any period of the. 
difeafe ; but very often it does not come on til after the defqua- 
mation of the eruption. ny 


‘ 


After the fame. period, alfo, a diarrhoea frequently comes on, 


and continues for fome time, 
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It is common for meafles, even when they had not been of 4 — 
violent kind, to be followed by inflammatory affections, particu 
Jarly ophthalmia and phthifis. If blood be drawn from a vein in 
the meafles, with Circumftances neceflary to favour the feparation | 
of the gluten, this always appears feparated, and lying on the fur- 
face of the craffamentum, as in an inflammatory difeafe, For the 
moft part, the meafles, even when violent, are without any pu- 
trid tendency ; but in fome cafes, fuch a tendency appears, both 
in the courfe of the difeafe, and efpecially after the ordinary 
ccourfe of it is finifhed. : OY =o oe 

2. Caufes,) The meafles are occafioned by a peculiar kind of - 
contagion, the nature of which is nat underftood; and which, 
like that of the fmall-pox, affects a perfon only once in his 
life. | 

3. Prognofis.) From the defcription of this diftemper already 
given, it appears that the meafles are attended with a catarrhal 
affection, and with an.inflammatory diathelis to a confiderable 
degree ; and therefore the danger of them is to be apprehended 
chiefly from the coming on of a pneumonjc inflammation. a 

4. Cure.] In meafles, as well as in fmall-pox, the difeafe from 
jts nature muft neceffarily run a determined courfe ; and there- 
fore the fole aim of a pratitioner is to conduct this courfe in 
the eafieft manner, by preventing and obviating urgent fymptoms, 

From the confideration mentioned in the prognofis, it will be 
obvious, that the remedies efpecially. neceffary are thofe which 
may obviate and diminifh the inflammatory diathefis; and theres 
fore, in a particular manner, blood-letting, This remedy may 
be employed at any time in the courfe of the difeafe, or after 
the ordinary courfe of it is finifhed.. It is to be employed more 
or lefs, according to the ‘urgency of the fymptoms of fever, — 
cough, and dy{pnoea; and generally may be employed very freely, 
Bat as the fymptoms of pneumonic inflammation feldom come 
. on during the eruptive fever, and as this is fometimes violent ims 
mediately before the eruption, though a fufficiendy mild difeafe be — 
‘to follow; bleeding is feldom very neceffary during the eruptive — 
fever, and may often he referved for the times of greater danger 

which are perhaps to follow. | Me 

In all cafes of meafles, where there are no marks of putref- 
cency, and where there is no reafon, from the known nature of 
the epidemic, to apprehend putrefceicy, bleeding is the remedy 
moft to be depended ‘upon: but affiftance may alfo be drawn from’ 
cooling purgatives, fuch as (No. 55.) or (No. 58.), proportioned 
to the age and ftrength of the patient; and particularly from 
bliftering on the fides or between the fhoulders. The dry cough 
may be alleviated by the large ufe of demulcent pectorals, maci- 
Jaginous, oily, or fweet, fuch as (No..96.) or (No. 97°) 3 or 
the following formula of Dr. Nankivel’; } 
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(No, 165.) Bp Olei amygdal. | 


_ Syr. violar. fing. 3}. 
Sperm. ceti 24). | 
Conf, rofar. 3s. Mifce fiat Linctus; 
Paulum fubinde fumendus. 
(No. 166.) B Olei amygdal. 3). 
Syr. violats : 
Syr. Tolutan. fing. 3fs. Mifce, 
Detur coch. minim. fubinde. 
Or the following from the Pharmacopeeia of St. Thomas’s 
hofpital : 
(No. 167.) BR Spermatis ceti in‘pulv. triti 
Conferv, rofe rub. fing. 3). 
Pulv, e tracacanth. comp. 3fs. 
Syr. Tolut. q. f. ut fiat Lohoch. 
(No. 168.) K Semin. cydoniorum Je ee 
Coque ex Aquz fontis q. f. ad colature libram 
| dimidiam. : 
This laft is well calculated to fheath the irritated fauces. Or 
the Linéus. communis of Guy’s hofpital may be reforted to : 
(No. 169.) B Pulv. Tragacanth. comp. 
Sperm. ceti in pulv. trit. aa 3fs. 
Syrupi fimplicis q.f ut fiat Linctus. ue 
It may, however, be obferved, with refpect to thefe demul- 
cents, that they are not fo powerfal in involving and correcting 
the acrimony of the mafs ef blood as has been imagined ; andthat 
their chief operation is by befmearing the fauces, and thereby 
defending them from the irritation of acrids, either arifing from 
the lungs or diftilling from the head, For moderating and quiet~ 
ing the cough in this dileafe, opiates certainly prove the moft 
effectual means, whenever they can be fafely employed. In the 
meafles, in which an inflammatory {tate prevails in a confiderable 
degree, opiates have indeed by fome been fuppofed to be inadmif- 
fible: but experience abundantly demonftrates, that the objeCtion 
made to their ufe is merely hypothetical ; and even in cafes where, 
from a high degree of pyrexia and of dy{pnoea, there is reafon to 
fear the prefence, or at leaft the danger, of pnéumonic inflam- 
mation, opiates are highly ufeful; after bleeding, to obviate or 
abate the inflammatory ftate, has been duly employed. In fuch 
_ cafes, while the cough and watchfulnefs are the urgent fymptoms, 
opiates may be fafely exhibited, and with great advantage, not 
only in moderate dofes at bed-time, but alfo by fubftituting jyre 
papav. alb. for the other fyrups directed in the linétufes ufed by 
the patient, and fometimes even adding to their fedative tendency , 
by the addition of a fuitable quantity of tinéture of opium. ‘In all 
the exanthemata, there is an acrimony.ditfufed over the fyftem, 
which gives a confiderable irritation ; and, for obviating the ef- 


\ 


} 


86 MEASLES: - b 


fects of this, opiates are ufeful, and always proper, when no pate _ 
ticular contra-indication prevails: 
When the defquamation of the meafles is fnifhed, though then 
_ there fhould be no diforder ‘remaining, phylicians have thought it 
neceffary to purge the patients feveral times, with a view to draw 
off what have been called the dregs of this difeafe; that is, a por- 
tion of the morbific matter which is fuppofed to. remain leng. in 
the body. Dr. Cullen does not reje&t this fuppofition ; but at the 
fame time cannot believe that the remains of the morbific matter, — 
-diffofed over the whole mafs of blood, can be wholly drawn off 
by purging; and therefore thinks; that to avoid the confequence 
of the meafles, it is not the drawing off the morbifie matter which 
we need to ftudy, fo much as to obyiate and remove the inflam- 
matory flate of the fyftem which had been induced by the difeafe. 
With this laft view indeed, purging may {till be a proper_remedy ; 
but bleeding, in proportion to the fymptoms of inflammatory dif- 
pofition, is ftill more fo, _ . Rt Se 
From our late experience of the ufe of cold air in the eruptive 
fever of the f{mall-pox, fome phyficians have beea of opinion 
that the practice may be transferred to the meafles; but this point 
has not yet been determined by fufficiently extenfiye experience. . 
We are certain, that external heat may be very hurtful in the 
meafles, as-in moft other inflammatory difeafes ; and therefore, 
that the body ought to be kept in a moderate temperature during: 
the whole courfe of the difeafe: but how far, at any period of the 
difeafe, cold air may be applied with fafety, is ftill uncertain. 
Analogy, though fo ofteh the refource of phyficians, is fre- 
quently fallacious; and further, though the analogy with the 
imall-pox might lead to the application of cold air during the 
eruptive fever of the meafles, che analogy with catarrh feems to 
be againft the praCtice. When the eruption is upon the {kin 
there are many inftances of cold air making it difappear, and 
thereby producing much diforder in the fyftem; and there are 
alfo frequent inftances of this diforder being removed by re- 
{toring the heat of the body, and thereby again bringing out the 
eruption. a 
The late Dr. Hugh Smith fuppofed the meafles to require a 
treatment greatly analogous to the finall-pox; and that the-erup- 
tion was to be promoted in the fame manner, by due manage- 
ment of the febrile impetus. a 5 
He obferves that the moft dangerous fymptom in this difeafe js 
inflammation of the lungs, which frequently fupervenes. Here 
blood-letting becomes then a fovereign remedy; and may he 
boldly repeated, according to the ftrengih of the pulfe, and urgency 
of the fymptoms. The following antimonial powder he fays is. 
eminently ferviceable ; | ra MS te HRY 54 
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{No. 170.) R Antim. Tartar. gr. ad gr. j & 


Calc. antimonn Df. 
Mifce fiat pulvis. 
Vel, (No. 171.) B Regul. antimonii : 
~ Nitri aa pondera zequalia. ivi 

Separatim in pulverem trita probe milceantur, deinde gradatim 
injiciatur mixtura in crucibulum leviter candens; materia ab igne 
remota aqua bulliente abluatur, & in pulverem fubtuliffimum re- 
ducatur. " , 

(No. 172.) B Puly. ut fup. of ad 3{3. 
-Mercurii corallini gr. i, 
Mifce fiat pulvis. | 

In the above preparation it is immaterial whether the regulus, 
crocus, or glafs of antimony, be made ufe of, 

Gentle cathartics and blifters after bleeding, may be likewife 
expedient; under iome circumftances, an emetic ; and to mitt 
gate the cough, an oily opening medicine, “yk 
(No. 173-) B Ag. fontan. Zui. 

7 Sal. corn. cerv. vol. Dj 

Sal. nitri 3f. 

O]. amygd, dulce. 2}. 

Syr. balfam. 3, 
Mifce capt. coch. ij. fubinde. 

To this, towards the end of the difeafe, if the cough fhould be 
very troublefome, may be added the elixir paregoricum, or any 
other mild opiate. ) oar 

Dr. Temple divides this difeafe into two {pecies, the inflamma- 
tory and the putrid. wey : 

Deferibing the method of cure in the former, he. fays, « The 
chief indication. is to remove the inflammatoty diathefis, by bleed- 
ing in proportion to the violence of the fever, cough, and dy{p- 
noea; but as there may be as great, or even greater, neceflity for 
this remedy in the fecondary fever, an attention to this circum- 
ftance mut guide us in the ufe of the lancet during the eruptive 
ftage. Cooling laxatives are neceffary. — 

(No. 174.) R Mannz Zis. : 
a Kali tartarifat. Vel, 
Chryft. tartar. 3j.ad 31j. 
Aq. fervent. 31). 
Tiné, fennz 5). m. f. hauft, 
3 Vel, | 
{No. 175.) B Natri vitriolati Zifs. 
; Aq. fervent. Zvj. 
Coccinell. gr. ij. A 
Ol. menth. pip. eff gtts. ij. mifce - 
Capt. cochl. ij, amp. 2da quaque hora, donec bis terve 
fubducatur alvus, | 
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(No. 176.) R Chryft. tart. 3. 


Pulv. rhab. 5j. m. f. pulv. 


: e 
(No. 177.) B Sodz phofphotatee Zils. 
ss afcuty pall this. 0 32"*: 


Solve capt. mane primo. : 


/Laxative.clyfters muft be frequently (daily) injected.’ Small dofes ° 


of antim. tartarif. to determine to the fur'face will be proper. Give 
neutral falts, combined with demulcents and balfamics. 
(No, 178.) B Sperm. ceti (vit. ov. trit.) 9}. 
: Tint. tolutan. 3). 
Aq. fontan. 2ifs. 
Suc. limon. cum kali prep. fatur. Zfs. 
M. f. hauft, 3tia quaque hora fum. 


Vel, 


(No. 179-) R Gum, arab. 3ij. 


Aq, fervent. Zvj. folve et adde 
Syr. althez Z fs, . 
Sal. nitri 33]. ! 
M. capt. cochl. iij. amp. 3tia quaqueé hora. 
el, : 
(No, 180.) R Pulv, e tragacanth. c. 
Conf. cynofb, : 
Ol. amygd. dulce. aa Ffs. 
Syr. tolatan. q. f ; 
M. f. linét. capt. cochl, j. parv, urgente tuffi. | 
_ The cough may be farther alleviated by allowing the free ufe 
of demulcent, pectoral liquids for the common drink ; the pec-- 
toral decoction, with nitre diffolved in it, in the proportion of © 
one drachm to a pint, will be very proper. If after bleeding at 
the arm, the cough and dyfpnoea are urgent, apply leeches to 
fome part of the thorax, and blifters, and warm vapour to be in- 
haled. If expectoration come on, promote it by the methods 
recommended under PNEUMONIA. ; , 
“* ff, when the inflammatory diathefis is removed, the cough. 
fhould remain in a diftrefling degree, opiates may be given with —_ 
fafety and advantage ; and a change of air fhould be infifted on, 
it the cough continues obftinate, which will often remove it when 
nothing eife will. ‘ 
“ Phyficians differ much in opinion about the propriety of ad- 
mitting cold air, and giving cold liquids, in this difeafe ; all that 
can be faid upon the fubject at prefent is, that the advantages to ~ 
be derived from them have not yet beea fufficiently eftablifhed by 
experience, while it is very certain, that, in fome inflances, the — 
eruption has receded during their ufe, and bad confequences en- 
fued ; et adhuc fub judice lis eft. The fick chamber fhould be 
kept cool. ' : 
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© When the difeafe is over, fome purges will be neceffary. 

“ Tf fymptoms of pneuihonia come on after the defquamation, 
purfue the method pointed out as proper for that difeafe. Ifa 
diarrhcea occur, bleeding will be neceflary, and a blifter to the 
abdomen. If fymptoms of putridity appear, proceed as ‘directed 
in the next chapter.” 

The putrid meafles, Dr. Temple obferves, appeared in Lon- 
don in the years 1672, 1763, and 1768, and at Plymouth in 
174c. ‘Lhe late Sir William Watfon gives the following account 
of it in the London Medical Obfervations, vol. IV. art. 11th. 
He thinks it is of the utmoft confequence in practice to diftin- 
guifh this from the inflammatory meafles. , | 

«© Watery inflamed eyes,” fays Dr. W atfon, “a cough, and 
an univerfal debility, were the firt indications of a perfon’s being 
attacked. To thefe generally fucceed a reftlefs night. On the 
next day the fever ufually rofe to a confiderable height, attended 
with pain and heavinefs in the head, at which time the eruptions 

appeared ; fo that moft frequently, on the fecond or third day, 
the meafles were vifible on moft parts of the body. The cough, 
and inflamed eves, grew worfe.. ‘The patient now complained of 
great heat, oppreflion, and reftleffnefs. [he breathing was ge- 
nerally difficult, and there was no expectoration. “The fkin was. 

“ufually drv ; the fauces were of a deep red colour, and the tongue 
mofily foul; the thirft was great; the pulfe very quick, and {el- 
dom full,-and they complained of great weaknefs ; the eruption, 
heat, and inflammatory fymptoms, continued in the manner juft 
now mentioned, more or lefs, according to the feverity of the 
difeate, four or five days, and then went off. In fome infances 
they continued afew days longer; but.in the greater number the 
eruptions were gone at the end of the fourth day. This I contider 
as the firft’flage of the difeate. ; : 

“ The fecond or laft flage of the malignant meéafles began 
after the febrile heat was over, and the eruptions had difap- 
peared. q : ; . 

«« The watery eyes in many were now turned into a grievous 
forenefs of that organ, which lafted in fome’a confiderable time. 
The cough, oppreflion, and difficulty of breathing, continued 
equally fevere, and fometimes more fo than during the eruption, 

attended with great reftleffnefs and anxiety, and with {catce any 
expectoration; the thirft was abated; the pulfe was quick, but 
—fow, and frequently irregular, and the debility. in many was ex- 
treme, efpecially if at this period the patient was teazed with 
purging ftools. “By this time they were greatly reduced in their 
fleth. If in this ftatea delirium came on, it indicated that death 
was not far off.” ie ei] 
The doétor here enters into a.defence of Sydenham, againft 
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Dr. Mead’s reprehenfion of him for not bleeding in the begin. 
ning of the meafles, and proceeds thus : ; 

«If in the fecond ftage of the difeafe the drynefs of the fkim 
went off, and gentle perfpiration came on; if the reftleffnefs and 
anxiety were abated; if the cough and difficulty of breathing 
Became lefs fevere, and if the patient recovered a little ftrength ;. 
-thefe were favourable appearances. The reverfe of this indicated 
mifchief. | 

« Of thofe who dicd, we loft but few in the firft flage of the 
difeafe ; feveral on the two or three firft days of the fecond; more 
between the fecond and third week. Some, indeed, died more 
than a month after they were firft attacked. Of thofe who died, 
fome funk under laborious refpiration, more from a dyfenteric 
purging, the difeafe having attacked the bowels ; and of thefey 
one died of a mortification of the rectum. Befides this, fix 
others died fphacclated in one or more parts of the body. The 
gitls who died moft ufually became mortified about the pudenda. | 
“Fwo had ulcers in their mouth and cheek, which laft was fo 
corroded by them, that the cheek, from the ulcers within, {fpha- 
eelated externally before they died. Of thefe, one had the gums 
and jaw-bone corroded to fo great a degree, that moft of the 
teeth on one fide came out before fhe died. The lips and mouths 
of many who recovered were ulcerated, and continued fo for a 
fong'time. Befides thefe, after the cough, difficulty of breathing, — 
and other feemingly threatening fymptoms, were gone off, feve- 
ral were fo debilitated, that they refufed to take almoft any nou 
rifhment, and funk quite emaciated; one fo late as fix weeks 
after the attack. 

“© Several were opened who died under different circumftances 
attending this difeafe ; of fome, who died of laborious refpiration, 
after the feverifh heat and eruptions were paffed, the bronchial 
fyftem was found very little loaded with mucus ; but the fubftance 
of the lings was tender, and their blood veflels were very much» 
diftended and obftructed. 

“In a girl, who died on the nineteenth day of laborious. re- 
fpiration and extreme debility, many {trong adhefions were found 
between the lungs and pleura. The lungs were diltended with 
blood, and the left lobe had begun to fphacelate. Part of the je- 
jonum was much inflamed, and contained feveral worms, . 

“ Another died at the end of three weeks, during which time 
his breathing had been difficult; for feveial days he had had 4 
colliquative purging ; but when he was apparently no worfe-than 
_ he had been for fome days before, he died fuddenly. He had 
complained much of a fharp pain under the left feapula. Upott 
opening the thorax the blood veffels of the lungs were found 
much enlarged, anda fphacelus of confiderable extent in the 
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left lobe. This by corroding the blood veffels occafioned an hz’ 

morrhage, which filled almoft the left cavity of the cheft- The 
fphacelated part of the lungs contained a confiderable quantity of 

putrid, dark-coloured, highly offenfive fanies. ColieGtions of 
purulent matter were found in none; on the contrary, in this 

putrid difeafe every morbid appearance indicated a fphacelus.”’ - 

Sir William next proceeds to the mode of treating this form of 
the difeafe. | ts 

“ He obferves, that bleeding, which was practifed in the firft 
and fecond ftage, gave no relief to the pneumonic fymptoms or 
fever; that the relief of this truly-putrid difeafe was atiempted 
by other means, which were, cleanting the ftomach and bowels 
with {mall dofes of tartar emetic (antimon. tartarifat.) and this 
was of fignal fervice, as it generally mitigated the fymptoms: 
then cooling antifeptics were direted. ‘The chambers of the fick, 
it being fummer,, were kept cool; if they had no purging, their 
common drink was pectoral decoction, with a due mixture: of 
fimple oxymel, and of this they were ordered to drink plenti- 
fully ; if this was difliked, barley-water, with vinegar, or balm- 
tea, was fubftituted. - 

« Where the fymptoms ran high, with great reftleffnefs, and 
drynefs of the fkin, tepid bathing of the whole body, as long as 
the patient could conveniently bear it, was of great fervice. 

“ This practice was confined to the inflammatory ftate ; after- 
wards it was not thought advifable, on account of the great debility 
of the fick. The ufe of blifters was not found to be fo extenfive 
in the firft as in the fecondflage.  - - 

‘© The treatment in the fecond ftage was different from that of 
the firft, and alfo varied in different and the fame perfons, ac- | 
cording as the fymptoms indicated. Blifters relieved: many ; wine 
was given in whey, or in common drink. In cafe of griping, 
colliquative ftools, which often came on, an infufion of the rade 
ferpentar, virginian. with conf. aromatic. was given, to which a 
few drops of thebaic tincture (tinct. opi) were added _occafion- 
ally, which was alfo given in mutton broth as aclyfter. Their 
nourifhment was rice gruel; if the cough and dy{pnoea were 
moderate, the decoét. cort. Peruv. was of great fervice; when 
they were violent, they were generally increafed by it; and un- 
der thefe circum(tances, the rad. ferpent. virg. was fubftituted, 
but with lefs beneficial effets.- Late in the difeafe, when the 
ftomach was fo enfeebled that the patients could take no nourifh- 
ment of a more folid kind, milk, alone, or mixed with water, was 
moft grateful, alleviated their complaints, and eeruited their 
ftrength.”” » 8 3 : 

From the above account, this. variety of the difeafe will be 
readily diftinguifhed from the inflammatory meafles, even at the 
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beginning. The great ¢ 
decifively eftablith the diagnofis. | . 

Upwards of twenty years ago, inoculation for the meafles was 
propofed, and’ praétifed in feveral inftances with fuecefs, by Dr. 
Home of Edinburgh. His method of communicating the infec- 
tion’ was, by applying to an incifion in each arm, cotton moift- _ 
ened with the blood of the patient labouring under the meatfles ; 
but with others who have made fimilar trials, the attempt has not 
vet fucceeded. Attempts too have been made to inoculate this 
difeafe by means of the fluid difcharged under the form of tears, 
the {quame falling from the furface, and the like 5 but there 1s 
reafon to believe, that where it was imagined the infection had 
thus been communicated, the contagion was’ only carried about 
the perfon inoculating, and communicated in the ordinary way. 

From inoculation of the meéafles, ic is imagined that feveral 
advantages may be obtained ; and among others, it is thought the — 
forenefs of the eyes may be mitigated, the cough abated, and the 
fever rendered lefs fevere. But the pra€tice was never much in 
fafhion, and now is defervedly laid afide. 


general debility and ftate of the pulfe will 
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Miliaria, Lin. 4. 

Miliaris, Sauv. gen. 95. Sag. gen. 295. 

Febris miliaris, Yog. 37. | aie 

Febris purpurata rubra et alba miliaris, Hoff. II. 68.. 

> Febris purpuera feu miliaris. Funck. 75. 

Germanis der Friefel. God. Welfch. Hitt. Med. de novo puer- 
perarum morbo qui der Friefel dicitur, Lipf. 1655. \ 

Hamilton, de febr. iniliar. 1710, Fantonus, de febr. mil. 1747. 
Allioni de miliar. 1758. Fordyce, de febr. mil. 17.48. Fifcher, 
de febr. mil. 1767. De Haen, de divif. febr. 1760. et in 
Ration. med. paflim. AZatt. Colla, ad Baldinger de muiliar. 
1764. ied iy 

Miliaris benigna, Sauv. fp. 1. 

Miliaris maligna, San, fp. 2. 

Milaris recidivans, Sauv. fp. 3. 

Miliaris Germanica, Sauv. fp. ¢. 

Miliaris Boia, Sauv. fp. a. 

Miliaris Britannica, Sauv. fp. 2. | 

Miliaris nova febris, Sydenh. Sched. monit. Sauv. {p. a. : 

Miliaris fudatoria, Sauv. fp. e. ie 

Miliaris nautica, Sauv. fp. g, 9) eee 
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Miliaris purpurata, Sauv. fp. b. 


Miliaris lactea, Sauv. fp. c. whtod ased ved 
Miliaris puerperarum, Sauv. fp. ke siety Hoitoet 
‘Miliaris fcorbutica, Sav. fp. /. orn sath id te 


Miliaris critica, Sauv. fp. b. 


Hiftory and Defcription.] This difeafe is faid to have been +n- 
known: to the ancients, and that it appeared for the firft. time in 
Saxony about the middle of the laft century. Itis faid to have 
{ince fpread from thence into all the other countries of Europe ; 
and, fince the period mentioned, to have appeared in many coun- 
tries in which it had never appeared before. 

From the time of its having been firft taken notice of, it has 
been deferibed and treated of by many different writers; and by 
~ all of them, till very jately, has been confidered as a peculiar idio- 
pathic difeafe. It is faid to have been conftantly attended with 
peculiar fymptoms. It comes on with a cold ftage, which is often 
confiderable. The hot ftage, which follows, is attended with 
great anxicty, and frequent fighing. The heat of the body be- 
comes great, and foon produces profufe fweating, preceded, 
however, with a fenfe of pricking, as of pin-points in the fkin; 
and the fweat is of a peculiar rank and difagreeable odour. ‘The 
eruption appears fooner or later in different perfons, but at no 
determined period of the difeafe. It fellom or never appears upon 


the face; but appears firft upon the neck and breaft, and from. 


thence often fpreads over the whole body. 

The eruption named miliary is faid to be of two kinds; the 
one named the red, the other the white miliary. “The former, 
which in Englith is ftriliy named a ra/h, is commonly allowed 
to be a fymptomatic affection; and as the latter is the only one 
that has any pretenfions to be confidered as an idiopathic difeafe, 
it is this only that we {hall more particularly defcribe and treat of 
under this genus. : 

What is then called the white miliary eruption, appears at firft 
like the red, in very fmall red pimples, for the moft’part diftinct, 
but fometimes cluftered together. Their little prominence is bet- 
ter diftinguifhed by the finger than by the eye. Soon after the 
appearance of this eruption, and, at leaft, on the fecond dayy. a 
{mail veficle appears upon the fop of the pimple. At firft the 
veficle is whey-coloured ; but foon becomes white, and ftands out 
like a little globule on the top of the pimple. In two or three 
days, thefe clobules break, or are rubbed off; and are fucceeded 
by fmall crufts, which foon after fall off in {mall feales. While 
one fet of pimples takes this courfe, another fet arifes to run the 
‘fame; fo that the difeafe often continues upon the fkin for many 
days together. Sometimes when one crop ‘of this eruption has 
difappeared, another, after fome interval, is produced. And it 
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has been further obferved, that in fome perfons there is fach a 
difpefition to this difeafe, that they have been affected with it 
feveral times in the courfe of their lives, aides tel’ 
This difeafe is faid to affeét both fexes, and perfons of. all ages 
and conftitutions; but it has been obferved at all times to affect 
efpecially, and mott frequently, lying-in women. Teen > 
It.is often atcomipanied with violent fymptoms, and has fre- 
quently proved fatal... The fymptoms, however, attending it are 
very vatious;-and they are, upon occalions, every one attending 
- febmle difeafes ;' but no fymptom, or concourfe of fymptoms, are 
fteadily the fame in different perfons, fo as to’ give any {pecifie 
character to the:difeafe. When, the difeafe 1s violent, the moft 
common fymptoms are phrenetic, comatofe, and convullive at+ 
fections, which are alfo fymptoms of all fevers treated, bya very 
warm regimen, re i" Jab adams 
Cure.) While there is_a variety of fymptoms appearing in. this 
difeafe, it is not to be expected that any one particular method of 
“cure'can be propofed; and, accordingly, we. find, in. ditkerent 
writers, different methods and remedies prefcribed ; frequent.dif- > 
“putes about the mofl proper; and thofe received and practifed by 
fome, oppofed and deferted by others. 1) glean Seias 
It appears, however, to Dr. Cullen, very: improbable, that 
- ithis was really anew difeafe, when it was firft confidered as fuch. 
‘Phere are.very clear traces of it in authors who wrote long before 
that period ; and though they were not, we know that ancient 
-defcriptions were ofien inaccurate and imperfect, particularly - 
with: refpect’ to cutaneous affeCtions ;. and. we know alfo that 
‘thofe affections which commonly appeared as fymptomatic only, 
ewere often neglected, or confounded together into a general ap- 
pellation. An , - 
Yo The antecedent fymptoms of anxiety, fighing, and. pricking 
-of the fkin, which have been fpoken of as peculiar to this difeate, 
fare, choweyer, .common to many others; and perhaps to all thofe 
in-which fwBatings are forced out by a warm. regimen, Of .the 
- fymptomsifaid to be concomitant of this eruption, there are none 
-swhich: can be affirmed to be conftant and péculiar but that of 
ofweating, This, indeed, always precedes. and accompanies the | 
“eruption ; and, while the miliary eruption attends many different, : 
sdifeafes, ‘it never, however, appears in any. of thefe but after 
fweating : and in perfons labouring under the fame difeafes it does 
not appear, if in fuch perfons fweating be avoided, [tis there- 
fore probable, that the eruption is the effect of {weating: and 
that itds the effect of a matter not before prevailing in the mafs 
~ofsblood, but generated under. particular circumitances in the 
fin itfeli. That it depends upon particular circumftances of the 
“.fkin, is ‘alfo probable, from its being obferved, that, the. eruption 
feldom or never appears upon:the face, although it aifects the 
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whole of the body befides ; and that it comes upon thofe places 
efpecially which are more clofely covered; and that it can be 
brouglit ont upon particilar places by external applications. 

It is to be obferved, that this eruptive difeate differs from the 
other exanthemata in. many circumttances, efpecially the follow- 
ings that itis nor contagious, arid therefore never epidemic ; that 
the eruption appears’ at no determined period of the difeate ; that 
the,eruption has no'determined duration ; that fuccefiive eruptions 
frequently appear in the courfe of the fame fever, and that fuch 
eruptidfis frequently recur in the courfe of the fame perfon’s life. 
All this.renders it very probable; that, in the miliary fever; the 
morbific matter is not a fubfifting contagion communicated ta the 
blood, and thence, in confequence of fever and aflimilation, | 
thrown out upon the furface of the body; but a matter oceafion- 
ally produced in the fkin itfelf by {weating. e ati 8 

his conclufion is further rendered probable from hence, that, 
while the miliary eruption has no fymptoms or concourfe of 
fymptoms peculiar to itfelf, it, upon occali ns, ‘accompanies al- 
mott every febrile difeafe, whether inflammatoly or putrid, if thefe 
happen to be attended with {weating ; and from thence it may be 
prefumed, that the miliary eruption is a symptomatic affection 
only, produced in the manner we have faid. | : 

But as this fymptomatic affection does not always accompany 
every inftance of fweating, it may be proper to enquire, what are 
the circumftances which efpecially determine this eruption to ap= 
pear? And to'this Dr. Cullen gives no full and proper an{wer. 
He ,eannot fay that there is any one circum{tance which in all 
cafes gives occafion to this eruption; nor can he fay what differ- 
‘ent caufes, in different cafes, may give occafion to it. ‘There is 
only one obferyation that can be made to the purpofe of this en- 
-quiry; and it is, that thefe perfons {weating, under febrile dif+ 
eafes, are efpecially liable to the miliary eruption, who have been 
previoufly weakened by large evacuations, particularly of blood. 
“This will explain why it happens to lying-in women more fre- 
quently than to any other perfons'; and to confirm this explana- 
tion, he has obferved, that the eruption has happened to other 
women, though not in child-bed, but who had been much fub- 
jected to a frequent and copious menitruation, and to an almoft 
conftant fluor albus. He has alfo obferved it to have happened 
“-to men in fevers, after wounds from which they had fuffered a 
great lofs of blood. . | 
_.) Further, that this eruption is produced by 4 certain fate of 
» debility, is, he thinks, probable, from its fo often attending fe- 
vers of the putrid kind, which are always attended with great 
debility. It is true, that it alfo fometimes attends inflammatory 
 difeafes, when it cannot be accounted for in the fame manner 3 
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but he belicves it may be obferved, that it efpecially attends thofe 
inflammatory difeafes in which the fweats have been long pro» 
tracted, or frequently repeated, and which have thereby produced 
a debility, and perhaps a debilitating putrid diathefis. . 
That, however, the miliary eruption is not neceflarily-or even 
genetally connected with a certain {tate of debility, is abundantly 
evident from its being entirely wanting ‘in by much the greater 
number of inftances of typhoid fever, and in a variety of other 
difeafes where every poflible degree of debility occurs : ‘and that 
it is not conneéted with any certain ftate of debility, ftill farther 
appears, both from the condition of thofe affected with it-in- 
different inftances, which in point of ftrength is very various; ~ 
and likewife from the continuance of frefh eruptions with: the 
fame individual, although during that time in very different {tates 
with refpect to debility. It appears; therefore, much more ‘pre- 
bable, that it depends on fome peculiar {tate of the furface, in- 
duced by the concurring influence cf certain predifpoling and 
occafional caufes. | Peels! fy : 
Tt appears fo clearly that this eruption is always a fymptomatic 
and factitious afection; that Dr. Cullen is perfuaded it maybe, 
in moft cafes, prevented nicrely by avoiding fweats. Spontaneous 
fweatings, in the beginning of difeafes, -are very rarely critical ; - 
and all {weatings not evidently critical, fhould be prevented, or 
at leaft moderated; and the promoting them, by increafing exter- 
nal heat, is commonly very pernicious.. Even critical’ fweats 
fhould hardly be encouraged by fuch means. If, therefore, fpon- 
taneous {fweats arife, they are to be checked by the coldnefs of 
the chamber; by the lightnefs and loofenets of the bed-clotlies ; 
by the perfons laying out their arms and hands; and by their. 
taking cold drink: and in this way Dr. Cullen thinks he has ‘fre- 
quenily prevented mihary eruptions, which were otherwile likely 
to have appeared, pafticularly in puerperal women." «8 
But it may happen, when thefe precautions have been neglected, 
cr from othér circumftances, that a imiliary eruption does-actually 
appear ; and the queftion will then be ‘put, how the cafe 1s.to-be 
treated? "This is a queftion of confequence ; as there is reafon ito 
believe that the matter here genera'ed is often of-a virulent kind ; 
‘it is often the offspring of putrefcency ; and, when treated by in- 
ereafing the external heat of the body, it feems to acquire a vi- 
‘yulence which produces thofe fymptoms menuoned above, and 
_ proves certainly Fatal | | tel Tae 
Tt has been an unhappy opinton with moft phyficians, that 
eruptive difeafes were liable to be hurt by cold ;-and: that ‘it was 
therefore neceflary to cover up the body very clofely, and thereby 
-Sncreafe the external heat. We know now'that this is a miftaken 
opinion ; that increafing the external -heat of. the body is:very ge- 
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nerally mifchievous ; and that feveral eruptions not only admit, 
but require the application of cold air) Dr. Cullea is perfualed, 
therefore, that the practice which formerly prevailed in the cafe 
of miliary eruptions, of covering up the body clofely, and both 
by external means and internal remedies, encouraging the fweat- 
ings* which accompany this eruption, was highly pernicious, and | 
commonly: fatal. He is therefore of opinioa, that even when a 
miliary eruption has appeared,* in all cafes in which the {weating 
is not manifeftly critical, we fhould employ all the means of 
ftopping the fweating that are mentioned above ; and he has fome- 
times had occafion to obferve, that-even the admiffion of cool air 
was fafe and ufeful. : 4% 

This is, in general, the treatment of miliary eruptions: but at 
the fame time, the remedies fuited-to the primary difeafe are to 
be employed ; and therefore, when the eruption happens to ac- 
company inflammatory affections, and the fulnefs and hardnefs 
of the pulfe or other fymptoms fhew an inflammatory {tate pre- 
fent, the cafe is to be treated by. blood-letting, purging, and - 
other antiphlogiftic remedies. . | : 

Upon the other hand, when the miliary eruption attends dif- 
eafes, in which debility and putrefcency prevail, it will be proper 
to avoid all evacuations, and: to employ tonic and.antifeptic re= 
medies, particularly the Peruvian bark, cold drink, and cold.air. 

The moft diftreffing circumftance attending this affection, is 
the almoft unfupportable ficknefs: at ftomach. which frequently 
occurs, and which is often obferved; to! precede freth eruptions 
taking place during the courfe of the difeafe. With the, view. of 
counteracting and alleviating this fymptom, recourfe isshad to 
wine and other cordial: medicines. But, with many. patients no- 
thing is found to have fo much influence as the ufe of camphor, 

: ao ° ‘ 
parucularly wheniintroduced gradually in {mall dofes, under. the 
form of the mi/fura camphorata of the London Pharmacopeeia, or 
of the emulfia camphorata of that of Edinburgh. Nios ahh sings 
- We-fhall conclude. this fubje&t with obferving, ; that the vener- 
able o&togenarian practitioner de Fifcher, when. treating of this 
fubje&, in laying down the indications of cure, has given this as 
one of them; “ Excretionis. periphericze: non, primariam. habere 
rationem.”’ | ly geil Oho aan ee Oba 
Genus XXXIL SCARLATINA,. 
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93 SCARLET FEVER, ” 
Sp. I. The Mild ScarLet FEVER. 
Scarlatina febris, Sauw. {p. 1. Sydenham, fect. vi. cap. 2. | 
Sp. II. The SCARLET FEVER with’ Uleerated Sore Throat, ‘i 
Scarlatina anginofa. Withering on the Scarlet Fever, tine 


~~ The mild Scarlet fever is defcribed by Sydenham,! who tells us 
that he can fearce account it a difeafe; and: indeed nothing more.» 
feems to be neceflary in the treatment of it than an -antiphlogiftie £ 
regimen, avoiding the application: of cold ‘air and cold drink. 
The difeafe, however, fometimes rages epidemically, and is at-~ 
tended with very alarming fymptoms, hearing no {mall refemblance 
to the cynanche maligna, in which cafe it is called /carlatitia 
anginofa.—Vhe beft defcription of this. was publifhed by Dr. 
Withering in the year 1778. © This difeafe made its appearance, 
we are told, at Birmingham and the neighbouring villages, about | 
the middle of May, 1778.» It continued in albits force and fre 
quency to the end of October ; varying, however, in fome of 
its fymptomis as the air grew colder... In the, beginning of ~ 
November it was rarely met with; but towards the. middle of 
that month, when'the‘air became warmer, it increafed again, and 
jn fome meafure refumed thofe appearances it poffefled in the 
fimmer-moriths, but which it-had loft during the cold winds in 
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“) Fe affeGed children more than adults; but feldom occurred in 
the former under two years of age, orin the latter if they had 
pafftd their fiftieth year. f nit ok beet sha 
“1 Defeription.] Wath yarious general fymptoms of fever, the 
patient’at firft complains of a dejection of fpirits, a flight fore- 
nefs or rather ftiffnefs in the neck, with a:fenfe of ‘ftraightnefs in 
thé mufeles of the neck and fhoulders, ‘as if they were bound 
with'cords. The fecond day of the feyer this forenefs.in the throat 
increafes, and the patients find a difficulty in {wallowing ; but the. 
difficulty feems lefs occafioned by the pain excited in the attempt, | 
_ or by the ftraightnefs of the paffage, than by an inability to throw 
the neceflary mufcles into action. The fkin feels hot and dry, 
but not hard ; and the patients experience frequent, fmall, pungent 
pains, as if touched with the point of ‘a needle. “The breath is 
hot and burning to the lips, and thirft makes them with to drink ; 
but the tendency to ficknefs, and the ‘exertions neceflary in deglu- 
tition, are fo unpleafant, that, they feldom care to drink much at 
a time. They hive much uneafinefs alfo from want of reft 
during the night. In the morning of the third day, the face, neck,» 
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and breaft, appear redder than ulual ; in a few hours this rednefs 
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_ becomes univerfal; and increafes to fuch a. degree of intenfity, 
that the face,‘ body, and limbs, refemble a boiled lobfter mn cos 
lour, and are evidently fwollen, Upon preffure the rednefs vay 
nifhes, but foon returns again. The fin is fmooth to the touch, 
nor is there the leaft appearance, of pimples or puftules,., “The 
eyes and noftrils partake more or lefs of the general rednets , and 
in proportion to the intenfity of this colour in the eyes, the, ten- 
dency to delirium prevail:. hi aaah tsdtu fih 
Things “continue in nearly this ftate for two or, three, days 
longer, when the intenfe fearlet gradually abates, a brown colour 
fucceeds, and the {kin becoming rough, peels off in {mall feales. 
The tumefaction: fubfides-at the fame time, and the patients gra- _ 
dually recover their ftrength and appetite. Wi oiut iiew 3 
During the whole courte of the difeafe, the pulfe is quick, {fmall, 
and uncommonly feeble; the urine fmall in quantity :,the fub-- 
maxillary glands fomewhat enlarged and painful to,.the touch. 
The velum pendulum palati, the uvula, the tonfils,, and gullet, .as 
far as the eve can reach, partake of the general rednefs and tume- 
faction; but although colleétions of thick mucus, greatly refem- 
ling the fpecks or floughs im the putrid fore threat, fometimes 
oceur, yet thofe are eafily wathed off, and real ulcerations of thofe 
parts. were never obferved. ae fe. RRS, pee ee 
Thefe are the moft ufual appearances of this diforder.: but it | 
too frequently affumes a much more fatal, form. In fome, child- 
ren the delirium, commences ina few hours after, the. firft attack ; 
the fkin is intenfely hot ; the fcarlet colour appears .on_ the. firft 
or fecond day, and they die very early on the thirds. Others: 
. again, who furvive this rapid termination, inflead of recovering, 
as is ufual, about the time the {kin begins to get its natural colour, 
fall into a kind of lingering, and die at laft in the courfe of. fix or 
seight weeks, | Hi na a 
[n adults, circular livid fpots were frequently .obfersed, about 
the breaft, knees, and elbows; alfo large blotches of red, and’ 
others of white intermixed, and often changing places. >, +. >. 
In. the month of O&tober, when the air became colder, the 
fearlet colour of the fkin was both lefs frequent and lefs perma- 
nent. Many patients had no appearance of it all ; whilft others, 
efpecially adults, had a few minute red pimples, crowned with 
white pellucid- heads. | The infide of the throat was confiderably 
tumefied; its colour a dull red, fometimes tending toa livid. “Tbe 
pulfe beat in general a hundyed and thirty, or a hundred and forty 
{ftrokes ina minute; was fmall, but hard, and fometimes fufh- 
ciently fo to juftify the opening of a vein; and. the blood thus 
taken away, in every inftance when cool, appeared fizy, and the 
whole craffamentum firm. i : eT a 
Happy would it be, Dr. Withering obferves, if the baneful 
influence of this diforder terminated with the febrile fymptoms. 


v 


POO SCARLET FEVER. 
But in tenor fifteen days from the ceffation. of the fever, and 
when a complete recovery might be expected, another train of 
fymptoms occur, which at laft frequently terminate fatally. “Ihe. 
patients, after a few days’ amendment, feel a fomething that pre- 
vents their farther approach to health; an unaccountable languor 


and debility prevail, a {tiffnefs in the limbs, an accelerated pulfe, 


difturbed fleep, difrelifh to food, and a fcarcity of urine. Thefe 


fymptoms, we are told, are foon fucceeded by fwelling, of a real 


. 


dropfical nature, forming fometimes an anafarca, and on other 
occafions an afcites ; and not unfrequently fcurlatina_ has proved 
fatal from fupervening hydrothorax in confequence of the effufion 
of water into the cheft. It is unneceflary to remark, that when 
this happens, a fatal termination is more fudden than from any 
other modification of dropfy. OS. She 

2. Diftinétions.| Dr. Withering, after examining the accounts 
of this difeafe by authors, proceeds to the diagnofis. It may be - 
diftinguifhed, he obferves, from the petechial fever, by the erup- 
tion in the latter appearing feldom before the fourth day, by the 
regularity and diftinctnefs of the fpots, and by its principally oc- 


" eupying the neck, the back, and the loins. On the other hand, 


in the {carlet fever, the eruption generally appears about the third 
day ; confifts either of broad blotches, or elfe one continued red 
‘mefs, which fpreads over the face and the whole body. : 
In the fever called purpurea, the puftules are prominent, keep 
their colour under preffure, and never appear early in the dif- 
eafe; whereas, in the fcarlet fever, the eruption appears more 
early, is not prominent, but perfectly {mooth to the touch, and. 
becomes quite white under preffure. ; 
Although the purple fever and fcarlatina may be conneéted by 
fome general caufe, yet our author takes occafion to obferve, that 
they cannot be mere modifications of the fame eruption ;. for ex- 
amples occur, he fays, of the fame perfon being firtt feized with one 
of thefe diforders, and afterwards with the other ; but he never 
“met with an inftance of the fame perfon having the fcarlet fever 
twice; and he believes it to be as great an improbability as a re- 
petition of the fmall-pox. 
' This diforder is particularly diftinguifhed from the mea/les, 
we are told, by the want of that cough, watery eye, and running 
at the nofe, which aré known to be the predominant fymptoms in. 
the early {tate of the meafles, but are never known to exift in the 
{carlatina. Wa Ses Me 
From the ery/ipelas this difeafe is diftinguithable by’ the limited 
feat of the former, together with its not being contagious. ; 
The ulcerated fore throat, however; ‘is more difficult to diftin- 
uith from this difeafe than any other ; and yet the diftinétion is a 


‘matter of the greateft importance, as the method of treatment, 


according to Dr, Withering, ought to be extremely differen 
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But although, in a number of circumftances, thefe two difeafes 
bear a very great refemblance, yet, with a little attention, the 
one may in general, he thinks, be diftinguifhed from the other, 
From Dr. Fothergill’s account of the fore throat attended with 
ulcers, our author has made out the following charaCteriftical 
circumftances of the two difeafes, contrafted to one another: 


Scarlatina Anginofa. - Angina Gangrenofa. 
Sean. Summer. . Autumn. | Sea/on. Spring . . Winter. 
Air. Hot . . Dry. Air. Warm .. Moift. 
Places. High..Dry.. Gravelly. Bees one . Low .. Damp 

| NOME 


Subjects. Vigorous .. Both fexes | Subjects. Delicate. . Women 
alike . .. Robuft in moft dan- and female children. Robuit 
ger. : adults not in danger. 

Skin. Full fcarlet . . Smooth. . Skin. Red tinge .. Pimply.. 
If pimply, the pimples white The pimples redder than the 
at the top .. Always dry and interftices . - Bedewed with 


hot. . fweat towards morning. © 
Eyes. Shining, equable, intenfe | Eyes. Inflamed and watery, oF 
rednefs, rarely watery. | funk, and dead. 


Throat. In fummer, tonfils, &c. | Throat. ‘Tonfils, &c. confider- 
little tumefied; no flough. . ably {welled and ulcerated . - 


In autumn more {welled. Sloughs dark brown. 

Integuments feparating « - rey 

Slough white. ee 
Breath. Very hot, but not fe- | Breath. Offenfive to the patients 

tid, ' and afhiftants. | sig 
Voice. Yn fummer, natural. Voice. ¥lat and rattling. 
Bowels. Regular at the acceflion. Bowels. Purging at the accefhon. 
Blood. Buffy . . Firm. Blocd. Florid . . Tender. ~ 


cor rith day. 


‘Termination. ‘The 3d, 5th, 8th, Termitiation. No ftated period. 
Nature. Inflammatory. 


Nature. FPutrid. 


It is not pretended, Dr. Withering remarks, that all the above 
contrafted fymptoms will be met with in every cafe. Itis enough, 
he obferves, that fome of them appear, and that, if conjoined with 
the confideration of the prevailing conftitution, they enable us to 
dixeét that mode of treatment which will moft contribute to the 
relief of the fick. —- PRe& ls 

But notwith{tanding the attention which Dr, Withering has 
beftowed upon this fubjeét, we are ftill inclined to think, that 
the difeafe which he has fo accurately defcribed under the title 
of fcarlatina anginofa, is in reality the fame affection with the 
malignant ulcerous fore throat of Huxham and Fothergill. Dur- 
ing different epidemics, this difegfe, like the {mall-pox and 
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meafles in different feafons, is confiderably varied. in its appear- 
ance. But {till there occurs fuch a fimilarity as clearly marks the 
famenefs of the affe€tion. And indeed this, as in the cafe of the 
fmall-pox, is. abundantly demonftrated, by infection from’ of 
contagion giving protection againft fucceeding ones, although the 
appearances be much varied. ‘This has particularly appeared at 
Edinburgh, where the difeafe prevailed as an epidemic on three 
different years, viz. 1774-5, 1782-3, and 1789-90. During the 
firft of theie, in the greater number of patients, the fore’throats - 
were of a very gangrenous malignant nature: during the fe- 
cond, the difeafe more commonly appeared under the form of 
what might’be called fimple fcarlatina : and during the third epi-=° 
demic, the contagion was, if we may be allowed the expreffion, 
of an.intermediate nature. But.it is further to be remarked, that 
during every one of thofe epidemics, when feveral children of a 
family were at the fame time fubjeCted to the infeCtion, in one 
the difeafe would have been attended with almoft all the fymp- 
toms mentioned in the column of /carlatina anginofa, with tefpecé 
to fkin, eyes, throat, breath, bowels, terminations of the° affec- 
tions, &c.: in, another would have occurred all the fymptoms 
with refpect to thofe particulars which he has mentioned under 
the column, of angina gangrenofa: while at the fame time, in 
numberlefs inftances, even in the fame patient, the difeafe at its 
commencement has fhewn evident marks of an inflammatory, and 
at its termination of a putrid tendency. And there cannot.be a 
doubt, that both the fcarlatina anginofa and angina’ gangrenofa, as 
defcribed by Fothergill and Huxham, have occurred in every-fea- 
fon and fituation, and have affected perfons of'every age and’con= - 
ftitution not before fubjected te either difeafe. Nene | 
3+ Caufesy &c.J] 1.. Dr. Withering affirms, ‘that the immediate 
caufe of this difeafe isa poifon of a peculiar kind, communicable 
by contagion. 4 | ithe 
2 That this poifon firft takes pofleflion of the mucous menr- 
brane lining the fauces and the nofe; and either by its ation upon 
the fecretory glands, or upon the mucus itfelf, aflimilates that mu= 
cus to its own mature. ) : ss : 
3. That it is from this beginning, and from this only, that it 
; preads to the Romach, &c. and-at length acts upon the fyftem at 
Eieenttecs' radi cohithee ee ie ie aan 
» 4, That its firft.aétion upon the nerves is of a fedative or a de- 
bilitating nature. Tht Stat dor chi outa ae a rr 
»- 25+, dhat, in confequence of certain laws of the nervous fyftem, 
when the debilitating effets operate upon the fenforium com- 
muneé,a reaction takes place; and that this reaction is, ceteris pi 
ribus, proportioned to the debilitating power, 9 ~ 9 7 
_...6s That, in confequence of this reaction of the nervous fyftem, 
;the vibratory -motion of the capillary blood-vefiels dependent there- 
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on is greatly increafed; an unufually large quantity of. blood is 
accumulated in thofe veffels; the heart and large blood-vetlels are 
deprived of their cuftomary proportion; and hence, though fti- 
mulated to more frequent contraction, the pulfe mutt neceflarily 
be feeble. Peui tr. 46 Dials tee Name aL 
4. That, as.violent exertions are followed by debility, upon the 
ceffation of the fever, the capillary veflels, which had acted with 
fuch unufual violence, are left.in a, ftate of extreme debility, and 
are long in recovering their tone: hence it is that fo many patients 
afterwards beceme dropfical. 9 “ | 
Dr. Withering next proceeds to the confideration of the dilfer- 
ent remedies, which either are in.common ufe or have been re- 
commended as proper in this difeafe, . : bi 
4. Cure.) Blood-letting has been recommended by authors 5 
but fuch was the ftate of the pulfe in this diforder, at leaft during 
the fummer months, that~it was’not in any inftance thought ad- 
wifable to take away blood. In fome cafes, indeed, where the 
fiery rednefs of the eyes feemed to demand the ufe of leeches, they 
were had recourfe to, but never with any advantage, In the har- 
veft months, when,the pulfe was more firm, and when fuffocation 
feemed to> be threatened from the {welling in the fauces, blood- 
letting was fometimes.advifed; but ftill with lefs advantage than 
‘one, would have expected in alinoft any other fituation. 
Vomiting. ‘This; our author obferves, feems to be the remedy 
of nature; and he is furprifed how it fhould have been omitted 
by feyeral authors who have gone before him. Vomiting, he 
_fays, moft amply. fulfils the indications arifing both from a confi- 
deration of the caufe and of the effects; and a liberal ufe of this 
remedy*he holds forth as the true foundation for fuccefsful prac- 
tice,in fcarlet fever and fore throat. His common form of emetic 
is a combination of tartar emetic and ipecacuanha, given in pretty 
{mart dofes; and thefe are to be repeated. at leaft once in forty ~ 
eight hours, and in the wort cafes fo often as twice in the twenty 
four hours. on | . pastas 
Purging: ‘The aGtion of purgatives.is confidered by Dr. Wi- 
thering as altogether repugnant to the curative indi~ations in this 
difeafe ; for the poifon, as formerly remarked, being received into 
the fyftem by the fauces, the operation of a purge, inftead of dif- 
charging it, can only promote its diflufion along the alimentary 
canal ; and sin fact, we_ are told, that, when even’ a {pontancous 
purging fupervenes in this difeafe, the patien's fink fo amazingly 
faft, that it is not within the reach of art to fupport them. When, 
however, a confiderable, quantity of acrid. matter, pafling from 
the fauces into the ftomach, makes its way to the rectum, a con- 
fiderable degree of loofenefs often takes place. And although 
evacuations from the fyftem in general by means of cathartics may 
be hurtful, yet, patients often obtain great relief from a free dil- 
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charge of this matter; and by. difcharging it purgatives have the — 
effect even of preventing an evacuation from the fyftem, which 
would otherwife take place. De 

Sudorifies. Cordials. Alexipharmics. None of ‘thefe medicines 
were found beneficial. ‘With refpect to cordials, Dr. Withering 
obferves, that although they feem to be indicated by the great 
lofs of firength and feeble pulfe, yet the certain’ comfequence of 
their ufe always was an increafe of reftleflnefs, of the delirium, 
and of the heat. | 
Diuretics. Thefé were found very beneficial. ‘The vegetable 
fixed alkali is recommended as the moft proper article of this. 
kind. A dram. or two may be eafily fwallowed every twenty- — 
four hours, by giving a {mall quantity in every thing the pa- 
tient drinks. Diuretics, however, have been found principally 
ferviceable, by pradtitioners in general, in thofe cafes where the 
urine is obferved to be fcanty, and where dropfical fymptoms 
have taken place. ‘ | ir : 
~ Cinchona. No medicine, we are told, ever had a fairer trial 
in any difeafe than the Peruvian bark had in this epidemic; for 
the feeble pulfe, great proftration of ftrength, with here and 
there a livid fpot, were thought to be fuch undeniable evidences 
of a putrid tendency, that the bark was poured down with not a 
 fparing hand. But this was only at firft : for thefe livid {pots. 
and the floughs in the throat being found to be the effects of in- — 
flammation, inftead of putrefa€tion, and the bark, inftead of di- 
minifhing, rather increafing thefe fymptoms, it was at ‘Taft’ en- 
. tively laid afide by Dr. Withering in his practice. But although 
‘Peruvian bark may not have been fuccefsful with a particular epi- 
demic at a particular place, yet, from the concurring tefti- 
mony of many practitioners, it is very commonly found to be 
productive of good effeéts; and there is perhaps no remedy in — 
which greater dependence is in general put, particularly in the 
miperap periods of the difeafe, where the, fetor is confider- 
le. 3 ‘5 
“Upon the fame principles that the bark was prefcribed, fixable 
air was at firft likewife advifed, but with no evident effects either 
one way or another. Dulcified acids were alo had reeourfe to, 
but with no advantage. etme: | NS 
| Opiates. Thefe, although recommended by fome authors for 
“the removal of ‘inquietude and watchfulnefs, yet im this epidemic, 
gmftead of effecting thefe purpofes, always increafed 'the diltrefs of 
‘the patient. | | bine. Sf: Ts Peek 

Blifers. Yn the fammer appearance of the difeafe, blifters i 
“were univerfally detrimental; they never failed to haften the de-_ 
Jivium, ald if the cafe was of the worft kind, they too often con-. 
_ ‘firmed its fatal tendency. But although this may have been’ the 
‘cafe during the epidemics which Dr. Withering. defcribes, it has 
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by no means. been generally obferved. On the contrary, by the 
, early application of blifters to the external fauces, both the glan- 
dular {wellings and likewife the difcharge from the mouth and 
fauces have been much. diminithed ; and,.practitioners have be- 
lieved, not without probable, reafon, that. the after-affeCtions of 
the throat were lefs confiderable than would otherwife have been 
the cafe. Dr. Withering allows, that inthe autumnal feafon, wien 
the inflammation was lefs generally diffufed through the body, 
they were lefs detrimental ; but, he thinks that they did not here 
produce any beneficial effects. ve Te eee Pe aya 
. _Injeéted gargles, fuch as (No. 59.) or (No: +7.) or thofe. pre- 
pared of contrayerva_ decoction, fweetened with oxymel of fquills, 
‘&c. will. be found very beneficial in bringing away, large quanti- 
tics of vilcid, ropy {tuff from the fauces...,. 


e 


_ The immerfion of .the feet and legs in warm water, although 
it did no harm, yet did not either procure fleep, or abate the deli- 
rium, as, it frequently does,in other kinds of fever. |: | 

Asin fummer it wes found difficult to, keep the patients fufhe 
ciently cool, they were ordered toylie. upon a mattrefs inftead of a 
feather-bed; a free circulation. of .airywas kept up3 and, where 
the patient’s ftrength would admit of it, they were ordered fre- 
quently out of doors. Animal food and fermented liquors were | 
denied them, and nething allowed but tea, coffec, chocolate, milk 
and water, gruel, barley-water, and {uch articles. ‘ 
With reipe@ to the dropfical diforder which fo frequently _ 
fucceeds to this complaint, it was never obferved, Dr. Wither- 
ing remarks, when the preceding fymptoms had been. properly 
Areated., ° eG ates ch rae i ES ae 
When called upon to patients in the dropfical ftate, he began his 
practice bya dofe of calomel at night, anda purgative in the 

_.morning, When a febrile pulfe attended the other fymptoms, 
emetics were ufeful, as well as the faline draughts and other 

neutral falts... When great debility,, comatofe or peripneumonic 
fymptoms, occurred, blifters were found very ferviceable ; but 
when. dropfical dymptoms ‘were the principal caufe of ‘complaint, 
barb and calomel were advifed; recourie was 


{mall dofes of rhu 
-aifo had to diluted folutions. of fixed alkalies, {guills, Seltzer 

water, and other diuretics... fae te 
-vro When, the,urine flows freely, fteel and other tonics are recom- 
_ mended ;- together with gentle exercite, high-feafoned food, wine, 
and the wearing of flannel in contadt,swith the: fkin. ” a 

Dr. Withering recites a number of cafes, treated according to 

\the.principles above. Jaid down. The fuccefsful termination of 
.thefe.cafes demonttrates: the propricty, of the. practice which he 
_ has secommended ; at, leaft, for the epidemic under the form which 
at, them appeatedinid ) to Jboiwscgs oli : cae 
2 § We-have thus far followed Dr. Withering in his ideas of this 
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difeafe ; but as its si iara nee at different periods hasbeen atterid- 
ed with‘circumftances of fome variety, ‘it may not be improper 
to prefent the reader with ‘an account of’the fearlatina anginola, 
as it appeared in London in the year 1786; publithed by Dr. James 
Sims, in the Memoirs of the Medical Society of London. 
“ The fearlatina anginofay” fays: the’ ‘doctor, re having’ been 
epidemic i in London and ‘its vicinity, during the laft half of the 
year 1786, and having’ been ‘attended with confiderable: mortality, 
efpecially amongtt children, ‘a concife: defcription of it may not 


be unworthy the attention of the public. After having faid that’ 


‘it occafioned great mortality, it, muft appear furprifing that! ‘only 
‘nineteen deaths are put down to the’account’of fore throat im the 
“bill 6f mortality for the whole year; but itis to be noticed that 
in the fame bill feven hundred*and- ~ninety-threeé. deaths are placed 
under the Head of meafles, which is a greater number in propor- 
‘tion to the whole deaths than ever happened in one year. ‘It is 
further to be remarked, that the meafleés were not perhaps’ in 
London ‘duritig ‘the’ whole year; at leaft 1 imagine they could 
‘not be’ very ‘common, fince I did’ tot feera fingle inftance of 
them, ‘ although ‘I faw above two thoufand patients in that time 
in my private practice, and in that of the general difpenfary, 
-which differs from that of hofpitals in fhewing us diforders’ias 
they ‘occur in ‘the houfes of individuals. ‘Phe: refemblance'' be- 
tween the {carlet eruption in ‘this: fever~and ‘that ' of the meafles 
‘may eafily account forthe miftake of unfcientifie fearchers, fince 
perhaps éven Morton himfelf confounds them in his defeription 


of fpurious meafles, which ‘from’ his‘dccount of the ‘angina’ at- 


tending them, feem to be no >) other than the difeafe of wh hich Wwe 
“are iow treating. : i 

“Another obférvation occurring from ce bills of ease iS, 

that the article of fever, comprehending fcarlet and {potted fever, 

is vaftly increafed above what it has been: any year for’a dozen 
_ preceding ‘ones. Under’ this ‘head therefore 9 large neue of 
~ the deaths’ ‘by: this difeafe are pt obably included. 


Rm 


PO give fome adequaté idea of ‘the virulence ‘of ehid rialady, 


t thall only mention that whatever houfe it found a footing in; it 
“never left “until it had vifited every young pérfon, and moft of 
thofe advanced in life; fo that many. families loft two children, 
‘fome, tore and’ 1 chavé reafon!to ‘fuppofe, that many grown 
perfons fell victims to it; who weré fuppoféd to die of commion 
Rene ; which cireurnftanée sits be more peraeulanly noticed i in 
ihe-tequen ho) et 

aot, he fummer of 1783 was the warmeft that had been felt 
for a feries of years, and was attended by an uncommon quantity 
Ors thunder, at Nes 3 in the vicinity of London. Twoimoft res 
markable meteors likewife appeared, of which deferiptions may 
‘be feen inthe Philofophical Tranfactions : this was fueceeded by 
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two of the froftieft winter’ that had been known fince the year 
i740. The {pring and beginning of the fummer which fucceeded 
the laft of thefe, namely, that of 1785, was exceedingly dry, fo 
as to occafion in moft countries a great fcarcity of grafs: fince 
that time the weather has been very wet and rainy, few fair days 
occurring even in the funimer or autumn of 1786. How far this 
feries of weather operated in propagating the difcafe we are 
treating of, fhall be the fubject of future confideration. 


: 


© The firft cafe that I faw of this diforder was in the month 
of March, 1786, when there was fnow lying on the ground. Tt 
attacked a young gentleman in the neighbourhood of Camberwell, 
and confined him to his bed about tivelve days, after which he 
recovered flowly his former ftate of health. ‘The fcarlet efflo- 
refcence was confiderable, and his throat was much inflamed, and 
threw off fome floughs. ‘Though it appeared moft of the in- 
flammatory nature, yet it betrayed its malignity by infecting a 
female relation who came to attend him: but as fhe was carried 
‘home as foon as the inflammation became confiderable, and as 1 
met with no more cafes of it for feveral weeks, it made no great 
‘impreffion on my mind. ahi : 
_. * In the month of May, T attended ‘a young lady at a board- 
“wng-fcliool in Hampftead, who had a fore throat, but no fcarlet 
eruption; the inflammation almoft difappeared and returned’ al- 
_ternately for the fpace of feveral weeks, and Irad fo little of a pu- 
“rid or malignant appearance, that when the moft ferious confe- 
“quences followed it afterwards, I did not at firft afcribe the effects 
to her. | igh es “ 
~, © By this fpark, however, a violent flame was apparently kin- 
died; for, all at once, in the month of June, feveral young ladies 
in the fame fchoo] were af ted, and the infeCtion made fuch 
" progrefs, that ina fhort time abcve twenty were feized with the 
difeafe in a violent degree, befides many more who had it lightly. 
At that time it prevailedin a {maller degree in fome other villages 
about Londor, but did not make any confiderable progrefs in 
* the capital until the month of Auguft, from which time unl the 
end of the year, it increafed to a very great degree: fo that in 
~ the general difpenfary, and in private practice, I have feen above 
* three hundred cafes of it. , 
«The difeafe being moft prevalent among children and young 
_ perfons, I Shall firft delineate its appearance in them, and prizici- 
~~ pally under the mode of treatment hereafter to be deferibed; for 
“under a different. mode'T have not a doubt that the appearances 
would have differed; This is a circumftance too frequently mif- 
taken by authors, who defcribe as wniverfal, thofe fymptoms 
© which only occur when a complaint is managed in their particular 
manner; by which means thofe who fee it when treated differe 
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ently, are often Jed to deny its being the fame, and many neédlefs 
varieties, if not fpecies, and even genera, of difeafes are created. — 
« The firft fymptom which ufualiy pointed out to-the family — 
the accefs of the diforder was a great ficknefs of the ftomach, with | 
a very copious bilious vomiting; yet, though this was the firit 
thing that alarmed by-ftanders, I have reafon to fay, with almoft 
certainty, that it was preceded by other fymptoms. In many fa- 
milies where fome have been confined with the difeafe, I have 
had an opportunity of obferving the firft, and moft minute ap- 
proach of it in others, and there always found that the firft marks 
of its approach were a palenefs and dejeCtion of countenance ; and 
if the fauces were infpected, the under edge of the velum pendulum 
palati, was confiderably redder than natural. The pulfe at this 
time was ratheredifturbed and flurried than feverifh ; in fome the — 
uvula was more inflamed, and the tonfils a little fwelled, fo as to 
give a flight degree of pain in fwallowing; this pain and inflam- _ 
mation, however, varied on different days, fo as to give frequently’ 
hopes of the diforder going entirely off; and I have reafon to — 
think that it often did go off under a treatment hereafter to be 
mentioned, without ever gaining greater ground, In very many, 
however, after remaining in this uncertain variable ftate for feve- 
ral days, the ficknefs and vomiting came on fuddenly, and the 
difeafe was completely formed. f | . 
« Immediately after the vomiting, or at leaft the next morns - 
ing, a confiderabie rednefs of the face appeared, the eyes likewife 
were fomewhat inflamed, but not watery as in the meafles; the 
pulfe at this time was confiderably quicker and fuller than ordi- 
_nary. On infpecting the throat, a tumor of the tonfils was now 
_very evident, attended with a florid rednefs, which {pread over the 
-whole velum pendulum, uvula, tongue, and that part of the palate 
adjoining the velum. Moft complained of a flight pain in deglue 
tition, and a few,.of a confiderable pain, obvioufly from the 
. greatnefs of the tumor, which in them was very large. 

« The rednefs which had fhewn itfelf in the face, foon began 
to fpread over the reft of the body, and particularly the arms, © 
fo that in ‘the {pace of twenty-four hours it was become pretty — 
univerfal. In many it was fpread very evenly, in which cafe it 
was fimply of a red colours but in others, efpecially where the 
. fever; was fomewhat higher, it appeared in large blotches, of a 
“fearlet, or fiery red colour, which were raifed above the fkin, or 
rather the place where they were was elevated and {welled. Thefe | 
.-blotches- ufyally difappeared in the parts where they were firft 
_ deen, in a day or two; afterwards appearing in another, and fo” 
-on for many days; nay, [ have known them continue thus above 
_a fortnight, and in a very few inftances, after all the fymptoms 
.wereiabated, and tye diforder zpparently almoit gone off, I have 
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feén a frefh crop of therm with a reiteration of the former com- 
plaints. | 
** By the third day of the difeafe the rednefs was at its height, 
{carcely admitting of any increafe afterwards, This was by no 
means the cafe with the Azgina, for foon after the firft rednefs 
appeared on the tongue and fauces, a prodigious fecretion, of a 
tough, whitish mucus, from thefe parts, took place, which fpeedily 
over{pread them, covering them with a thick tenacious floughs 
This phlegin might be expected to raife a conftant cough and 
endeavour to fpit it out; but that was by no means the cafe, as 
vety few patients feemed to be incommoded thereby, or have 
much defire to get rid of it. 3 
** About the fourth day, whilft the eflorefcence ufually conti= 
nued the fame, or was begun to decline, the complaints about the 
throat were on the increafe.. The moft frequent appearance was 
“a great {welling of the tonfils, which looked very red and inflamed, 
but not ulcerated, as did alfo the adjacent parts. There were, 
however, in. many cafes confiderable ulcers to be feen on the 
tonfils and velum pendulum, particularly where it hangs from the 
bones, fpreading fometimes along thefe bones for a little ways . 
‘© I fhould have mentioned that thefe ulcers were often to be 
feen, in a {mall degree, on the third day ; nay, I have feen them 
in two or three bad cafes on the fecond morning ; and there was, 
I believe, an appearance often preceding them from whence they 
might to a certainty be prognofticated. . This was a fomewhat 
raifed, circumfcribed, deep purple appearance of the parts, which 
did not look like found fleth, but had that puffy look which we 
fee in what is commonly called proud flefh. “The ulcers were 
covered with-an afh-coloured flough, which fometimes affumed a 
livid or blackith colour ; this change I at firft afcribed to greater 
malignity, and expected a fatal event ; but not finding this con- 
jecture verified in the event, I came to difregard this appearance. 
“© On the fifth day, ufualiy, all the «ppearances about the 
mouth and throat were at the height; the fwelling of the tonfils 
Was now greateft; the ulcers, ii there were any, largeft and darkeft 
coloured, and the difficulry of {wallowing moft obfervable; the. 
voice likewife was manifetily altered, being often fnuffiing through 
the nofe: this alteration [ firft afcribed to the fame caufe as in a 
common cold, and expected it to be exactly in proportion to the 
fize of the fwellings about the tonfils. This expe€tation was 
alfo verified in many who had great fwellings there; the altera- 
tion beginning on the fecond er third day, increafing as the tumors 
rofe, and leflening as they ‘declined, and went away. Yet a 
number of the worft cafes fhewed this not to be exactly the mat- 
ter ot fact; in them the voice being notably. altered, al:hough 
there either had been no apparent {welling there, or at leaft what 
VOL, Ils z 
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little there had been was totally gone, and the parts had affumed a _ 
tolerably healthy look. The quantity of phlegm and vifcid 
matter with which their mouths were now filled, efpecially in-_ 
fants and relaxed women, was almoft inconceivable, and they 
were no fooner freed from it than it was re-produced in as great 
quantity as before; fo that clearing their throats and mouths of if, © 
was an endlefs, and apparently a needlefs trouble, as it did not 
accumulate by being let alone, nor did the patients feem to feel 
any inconvenience from it, as they always fhewed a great reluc- 
tance to the having it meddled with. - v | 
“ This phlegm was moftly only remarkable for its. extreme 
tenacity ; fometimes, however, it was about the height of the 
diferfe, and afierwards, mixed with blood. IT have hkewife feen, 
in bad cafes, lumps as large as walnuts fpit up, or rather dragged 
out of the mouth, of a firm confiftence, and reddith, looking 
exactly like the coagulable lymph of the blood mixed with fome. 
of the red particles. Thefe lumps feemed to come both from thé 
trachea and e/fophagus, as in all the cafes where I faw them, there — 
was both a difficulty of breathing and alfo of {wallowing, which * 
Jatter in fome went fo far as totally to hinder them from taking. 
any folid food, the pain and ftraightening of the paffage being lower 
than the pharynx.’’. 
Dr, Sims next mentions fome other fymptoms which accom~ 
panied it from the beginning. — a 
“© As infpe€ting the fauces,”’ fays he, “ to fee the various 
changes from day to day, led me often to deprefs the tongue, I 
could not but obferve, that all from the very beginning com- 
plained of that depreffion giving them great pain, much more 
indeed than I had ever obferved in common quinfies, though at- 
tended with vaftly greater fwelling and inflammation. Children | 
marked their reluétance in the moft ftriking manner by their cries 
‘and ftruggles; indeed all, even to the eldelt, fhewed great aver= 
fion to the having thei? mouths or fauces at all meddled with. 
This pain and reluctance continued feveral days after the diforder — 
had been at the height, as did alfo the inability to take folid food, 
mentioned in a former paragraph. : 2 
As foon as the phlegm appeared very copioufly in the fauces, — 
a difcharge of matter took place from the nofe in many ; this’ 
refermbled in colour what came from the mouth, but was much: 
thinner and Jefs tenacious. The nofe in thefe was evidently fore, — 
and they complained of great pain in having it even gently wiped ¥ | 
the under part of it and the upper lip were often felled, red, ‘and — 
exceriated by this difcharge, which continued moftly feveral days: | 
after the diforder began to decline. hae ae . 
«Tt may appear-to many, that this is a very imperfect account | 
of fo confiderable an epidemic, which raged fo ‘univerfally 5 but | 


| 


a 
é 
| 


{ 
\ 


- 


' 


SCARLET FEVER, : an 


this opinion will ceafe on reading the following lift of fymptoms 
which did not appear. _ And firft, there was no great deoree of 
fever attendant upon the diforder ; the pulfe was at the firtt ftrong, 
but as the diforder advanced it loft in ftrength what it gained in 
quicknefs, and at the height was indeed very quick, but neither 
remarkable for its ftrength nor weaknefs ; and that being over, it 
fell quickly, often in twenty-four hours, to its’ natural ftandard. 
The heat of the {kin was moftly not confiderable ; it was greateft 
when the efflorefcence was at the height, and declined with that ; 
or if it failed to do fo, the diforder never went off in a kindly 
manner, ‘There was fcarcely ever any degree of thirft, fo that. 
many, efpecially children, could not be prevailed on to drink 
enough to keep their throats in feemingly proper plight for deglu- 
tition ; or even thofe more advanced never took drink except when 
put in. mind of it. Another remarkable circumftance as to their 
drink was, that when afked what they chofe, they almoft uni- 
verfaily, even to the children who lifped their words, mentioned 
wine or porter. They had moftly no appetite, yet on being 
preffed to it could get down any liquid food without great dif- 
relifh ; and fome fhewed a defirée for {trong and relifhing dithes ; 
they were almoft never cither coftive or purged; their breathing, 
except in a few bad cafes, was never dificult or laborious; their 
breath was never fetid, or particularly offenfive; they all flept 
“well, in general much more than natural, not excepting thofe 
who died of it: it muft be remarked, however, that this cata- 
logue of favourable fymptoms is only tobe referred to thofe cafes 
that were treated in the mode hereafter to be mentioned, as it was 
evident enough that thofe'who were treated differently had abun* 
dance of malignant fymptoms. \ 
“On the fixth day ufually, in fome a little later, the diforder 
began to decline; the eflorefcence had by this time in moft per 
fons completely difappeared ; the {wellings of the tonfils gradually” 
began to fubfide; the phlegm was becoming lefs tenacious, and 
feparated with eafe from the fauces, as did the floughs from: the 
ulcers, leaving them, in part raw, but of a clear healthy red, 
which in a day or two was the fituation of all within the mouth : 
the pulfe quickly came to its natural ftandard. About this time 
many had fome laxative motions, paffing a fimilar mucous mat- 
ter to that difcharged from the mouth and note; thefe, however, 
did not weaken the patient, and afier_a gentle dofe of rhubarb 
they entirely ceafed. The , appetite returned, but not to that 
degree of voracioufnels that I have often feen after feverj{h com- 
plaints; fo that by the eighth or ninth day health feemed to be 
reitored, except that a confiderable degree of weaknefs remained 
fora time in thofe advanced in life who had been feverely af- 
fli€ted with the diforder, As foon as the amendment was very 
evident, the inclination for porter and wine entirely ceafed, and 
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many children who had before drank it greedily, could not be 
brought to tafte a drop. 

“ "his was the courfe run by the diforder in the fummer : as 
the harve(t however advanced, there was fome variation obferva- 
ble in it; a frequent fhort hicking cough took place in many ; 


they did not bring up any matter with it, nor did each fit laft 


beyond one or two fhoit expectorations, but thefe were repeated 
feveral times in a minute; many who had no appearance of pi- 
tuita, and but the flighteft poflible appearance of Angina, had this 
cough more trovblefome than thofe who had much of either. 


Another circumftance at this time of the year, I mean in No- 


vember and December, was, that a few days after the apparent 
change of the diforder, a {welling attacked the face, but more | 


frequently the extremities, attended with moft excruciating pain. 
This fwelling was neither red, puffy, nor cedematous, and did 
not depend upon the previous mode of treatment, as it occurred 


«1 thofe who had been treated in the, molt different manners: — 
Some firft complained of a violent tooth-ach; after two or three — 


days they often complained of an equally violent pain in. the 
back, the firit-one gradually fubliding. In a day or two mores 
or even fooner, the pain attacked their elbows, wrifts, and hands, 


which were ul 
(hall mention in this difeafe, was a {welling of the parotid glands ; 
I mention this here, becaufe the firtt cafe where I faw this {welling 
in any degree, occurred after the middle of September. This 
{welling was fometimes apparent in the beginning of the com- 
_-plaint, at other ttmes it came on about -the fifth day with great 

pain, protracting the. dileafe ; and in many it came after the 


efflorefcence had entirely difappeared, bringing it in fome dezree, - 


5 


iT 


ually the laft parts attacked; thefe pains, in fome — 
jatients, were only in the hands and arms. . The laft difference E> 
I ’ 


and all the feverith fymptoms, back with in Though this fwell-~ 


ing was attended with great pain, I did not fee one cafe of its 
fuppurating, any more than | did of the tonfils inwardly under- 
going the fame procefs, although L have: heard this mentioned by 
jome practitioners ; but I am inclinable to think, we only differed 
about the meaning of the term, for I have feen cafes where the 
tonfils, after being greatly fwelled, have pretty rapidly fubfided, 


- whilft the perfons have {pit up difagreeable phlegm more copioufly 


and freely ; andif they mean this by fuppuration, there is no dif 
ference between us. I would not, however, cail this a fuppura- 
tion, becaufe what was fpit up had no appearance of pus, as in 
Anginas, that I have feen really fuppurate ; nor could the forma- 
tion of matter be at all feen’in the part, as I have perceived in 
other quinfies ; 1 therefore think this was only a refolution of 
the inflammation, wherein the parts being relaxed, a more ¢O- 
pious fecretion, and freer excretion, took place. . . 

s | fhould mention here, that, both in the cafes attended with 


— 
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the pains already mentioned, and thofe with the parotids, the 
pulfe was more violent’and inflammatory than in any other caies 
d have feen. | 

“There was one fymptom which I faw in feveral cafes fol- 
low the crifis of this difeafe, and which deferves to be particularly 
noticed. ‘This was a moft inconceivable degree of languor, 
which attacked the patient in-an inftant when all diforder feemed 
almoft gone; it was-without pain or uneafinefs, nay, I may fay, 
without dejeclion of fpirits, for, although I have known fome 
take a folemn leave of their families, yet it was with the utmolt 
tranquillity, and, on being affured by me on my arrival that it 
was unattended with danger, they have continued for feveral 
hours whilft it lafted, converfing with thofe about them in the 
moft placid chearful manner. A watch-maker gave me the beft 
defcription of this, by telling me that he felt as if all his inward 
works were going inftantly to ftop, his main-fpring of life being 
entirely run down. I am inclinable to think, that this feeling ts 
connected with the Angina, from having myfelf fuffered it after 
one of the attacks of that diforder, which for many years 1 was 
fubje&t to. As there were no’ other fymptoms but the mere 
languor, I found proper encouragement given to the patients 
themfelyes, and fome gentle cordials prefcribed, in order to fa- 
tisfy them and the by-ftanders, who were always more alarmed 
than the fufferer, together with a little tee, a medicine that cures 
oftener than we are willing to acknowledge, always got the bet- 
ter of it.” sew | 

Dr. Sims, having gone through the manner in which the. dif- 
eafe terminated favourably, proceeds to defcribe the way in which 
it became fatal. He fays, 
_ Qn the fourth or fifth day, in fome even fooner, a great de- 
fipientia began to appear; this never rofe to delirium, but ap- 
peared like fatuity, their eyes having a filly vacant ftare, and 
their words fearcely having any m&aning. I mention this fymp- 
tom firft, as being the moit ftriking and conftant one, and very 
different from that wandering on awaking from fleep, or rather 
when ina ftate between fleeping andswaking, which many had 
in the more-favourable fpecies of the difeafe, and which often 
accompanies other fevers; their pulfe became at the fame time 
very quick, unequal, and weak, and in many was not to be per- 
ceived; their extremities loft their feverifh heat, though far from 
cold; and their whole fkin, inftead of the fcarlet, affumed a very 
remarkable appearance, which refembled nothing fo much ‘as 
that of a dead body which has been kept feveral days, or as if a 
mixture of blood and water were univerfally diffufed under it 
and could be feen through it; the fkin at the fame ume felt en- 
tirely flaccid, but without any perfpiration, and though not fo 
cold, yet like that of a corpfe; they had litle purging, but what- 
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ever they paffed in that way was moftly without their knowledge, 
as was their urinary difcharge; they icemed to have fome diff- 
culty in fwallowing, at leaft they were exceedingly averfe to 


make any attempt for, that purpofe ; their breath, though far 


from laborious in ‘general, yet was fometimes for a few minutes 
very unequal and feemingly difficult; but 1 have feen this ine- 
quality, though not to fo high a degree, in fome that recovered: 


a few of thefe had their throats loaded with an enormous quantity. 


of vifcid phlegm, which raifed a rattling kind of cough, without 
any attempt to fpit ic up; but far the greater number had loft 
moft of the morbid appearances in their throat; fo that from an 
infpeGicn of that alone,’a perfon would have been inclined to 
pronounce them out of danger. “This ftage lafted but a fliort 
time, the patients moftly dying in twenty-four or thirty-fix hours 


_ after it began... Though I was called to many in it (thé friends 


never having been alarmed until the extreme weuknefs and faint= 
nefs attending it roufed them from their fecurity), and tried a va- 
riety of the moft powerful medicines, particularly cordials, blif- 


ters, and even James’s powder and antimonials, I did not find 


any of the fmalleft fervice, and faw only one perfon who reco- 
vered from it: this was. a woman, in whom the change appeared 
very late, fo that it was the fourteenth day of the difea‘e when | 
firft faw her, In her the pulfe was not-to be felt, and fhe was 
totally infenfible, although fhe had been drinking two bottles of 
white wine a-day for feveral days. As I thought the cafe almoft 
defperate, on cénfidering all the fymptoms, which were thofe of 
the laft ftage before defcribed, I refolved to try what leaving off 
‘wine and fubftituting porter in its ftead might do, finding that to 
be the liquor the was moft accuftomed to; though fcarcely able 
to articulate any words, fhe teitified as well as fhe could great 


pleafure in the change, and drank greedily three or four quarts’ 


a-day.' From this moment fhe began to amend, yet fhe. was 
reduced fo low that, although it is feveral months fince, the has 
not yet recovered any tolerable fhare of itrengih or health,” The 
way in which this difeafe, terminated fatally, at a Jater period, 
Dr. S. takes notice of afterwards. He continues thus ; , 
“ J] have hitherto mentioned the fore throat and fearlet erup- 
tion as always occurring together in this difeafe, but the fact is, 
feyeral patients had the Azgiva without any apparent eruption, 
whilft,-on the other hand, others had the erupuon without any 
-forenefs of the throat; the former happened almoft entirely to 
thofe beyond the age of puberty, whilft the latter was as much 
confined to the more youthful, In one child the fearlet fever 
appeared without any Angina, and having finifhed its courfe, 
left the patient feemingly in perfect health; but ina few days a 
fever returned without any eruption, but with a very confidera- 
ble degree of fore throat, and much pain and {welling of the 


x 


SCARLET FEVER. ; 11s 


tonfils and parotids, which likewife ran its courfe as if the for-— 
mer fymptoms had never appeared. Thefe anomalous cafes hap- 
pened more frequently towards the clofe of the year, when the 
yarieties before mentioned likewife took place. 

« Whilft this diforder reigned among the young, and attacked 
fome of the middle-aged, a fever, fimilar in many refpects, was 
common among perfons more advanced in life, which likewife 
attacked fome of the middle-aged who had been debilitated by 
previous difeafe, long courfes of weakening medicines, or finally, 
and more efpecially, by long anxiety and Vexation of mind, which 
laft is in this‘town a moft frequent, though unfufpected caufe of 
fatal fevers; fo much fo, that I am convinced that many hun- 
dreds annually are carried off here by rapid fevers caufed by dif- 
appointment alone, and have likewife obferved that a reputed pu- 
trid fever is the moft general exit of all thofe who are unfuccefs- 
ful in life, I mean in this town, for in the country the cafe is 
very different. This fever was exceedingly mortal, feveral me- 
dical men, as I have reafon to believe, falling facrifices to it. 
About the manner of its feizure I can fay nothing from my own 
knowledge, not having feen one perfon early in it. It was ufually 
about the feventh or eighth day of the difeafe when I firft faw 
them, at which time they were in a ftate exactly refembling 
what I have defcribed as the clofe of the fcarlet fever. ‘The 
were defipient, infenfible, with a pulfe fcarcely to be felt, and 
not to be counted, and all had petechiz ; the fkin of their extre- 
mities had likewife that corpfe-like appearance already mentioned. 
On enquiry, I found that their malady had given no alarm to 
their friends until that moment, being ufually afcribed to lownefs 
of foirits, and many of them had not been entirely confined to 
their bed until within a day or two; none of them had any fcar- 
let efflorefeence, and on afking whether they had any fore throat, 
it was uniformly denied; yet, on a more minute inveftigation, 
I found that they had all complained of avery flight one, which, as 
perhaps they never mentioned it but once, made no imprefion on 
the by-ftanders, nor would it ever have been thought’ of after- 
wards but for the extreme exa€tnefs of my enquiries. On in~ 
fpecting their fauces, I found their teeth furrounded with a dark 
furring, no mucus in their throat, their tongue dryifh, but not 
remarkably foul, and in all a flightly inflamed line along the under 
part of the velum pendulum and uvula, exaQly like what I have 
already defcribed in fome cafes of the former fever. ‘Thefe pa- 
tients in a day or two all funk to reft, as I may call it, dying 
without a {trugele, or almoft a groan, the ftrongeft cordials not 
feeming to produce the fmalleft effect, and blifters in many not 
even raifing the fkin in the fmalleft degree. Whether this fever’ 
was the fame as that before defcribed, varied only by the age and 
circumftances of the patient, or was fimilar to thofe defcribed 
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by Sydenham, occurring at the fame time with a particular epi 
demic diforder, as the fedris variolofa, which prevailed at the time 
the fmall-pox were epidemic, I-cannot abfolutely determine: 
from feeing, in two initances, the Anginous fever, apparentl 

raifed in a family by an elderly perfon who had this laft-deferibed 
fever; and alfo in a few inflances from meeting with the latter, 
where the young part of the family had gone through the former 
fpecies of fever, I fhould be led to fuppofe them only varieties of © 
the fame difeafe ; but, on the other hand, thefe coincidences were 
fo rare as to leave the matter ftill in doubt.. Without attempting 
to propofe any conjectures on this head, I ihall proceed to defcribe 
the method of cure of the firft fpecies of fever already def-ribed, 
and which I call the Scarlatina Anginofa ; premifing, that but twa. 
perfons died cut of above two hundred in whom it was ufed.” 

The do€tor had been, himfelf, every winter, for many years, 
liable to one or more attacks of the inflammatory Angina, and 
finding the copious ufe of vitriolic acid, topically and internally, 
of fignal fervice, recommended it to his patients in the following 
form, relying more, however, upon its inward exhibition than 
upon its uie.as a gargle. 

(No. 181.) KR Tinct. role 51. 
: Syr. Limon. 3}. 
Acid. vitr. dilui, gut. 4x, 
be Mitce hat‘Hauttus: 

This draught was ordered to be taken, by an adult, every hour. 
and half, or-oftener. If naufea exifted, the patient was vomited ~ 
with ipecacuanha wine ; if not, even though no coftivenefs took 
place, a quantity of the following, proportioned to the age and» 
other circumftances, was exhibited: 

(No, 182.) RK Sal. Polychreft, es 

; Puly. Rhabarb. aa part. equal. 

Mifce fiat Pulvis. 

_ Upon the above-recited draughts and powders,” fays Dr. 
Sims, “ J foon found reafou to have fuch complete reliance, that — 
in many cafes I never once varied them, and even where | did 
make. an alteration in them, it was fuch as continued their moft 
eficacious parts. Thus, as the difeafe proceeded, ] fometimes ° 
ordered a {trong decoction of the bark to be fubftituted for the 
tincture of rofes, and to this, if the pulfe were very weak, I added 
fome cordial confection and ftomachic tinGture, ftill however 
retaining as much of the fpirit of vitriol as I thought convenient, 
and perfifting in the ufe of the eccoprotic powder. 3 : 

«© During this whole courfe, I ordered my patients to eat mo- - 
derately of any food that the ftomach feemed to relifh, not ex- 
cepting broth or flefh, and to drink a little wine mixed with wa- 
ter if they felt at all low, or porter or ale if they feemed more 

agreeable to their paiaie, which was often the cafe. I haye faid 
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a little wine, becaufe a large proportion of the fufferers being 
very young, did not feem to. require any ; and I have frequently 
obferved in putrid cafes a larze quantity of wine do great mifchiet, 
where half a pint would have been highly ferviceable. In all thefe 
cafes we fhould ever keep in mind that our intention in ordering 
jt fhould be to raife the flrength, and that nothing debilitates fo 
much as too large a quantity of it, which is extremely vilible in 
a perfon who is intoxicated. 3 

« Having proceeded in this manner during the rife and height 
of the difesfe, I found it neceflary to change my plan as foon as 
the height was paffed. ‘This was a point of the treatment as needful 
to be known and exa€ily attended to as any other in the malady ; 
for as foon as the pulfe about the fixth day began to fall to the 
natural ftandard, if the cordial medicines and regimen were per- 
fifted in, or increafed with a view to keep up the {inking pulfe, 
many vexatiors or even dangerous confequences enfued; a new 
fever, often more violent than the firft, was raifed, a great {well- 
ing and inflammation of the tonfils or parotids with acute pain 
came on, and the fcarlet eruption re-appeared as copioufly as 
before. : ‘ Tai 

« In adapting ourfelves to this change feemed one of the nice- 
ties in the treatment of the diforder; but as the change of ap- 
pearances have been already pointed out, I fhall not recapitulate 
it; fuffice it to fay, that as foon as the change began, I always 
fabtraéted fomewhat from the wine and cordials, and quickly 
prohibited them entirely, diminifhing at the fame ume the fpirit 
of vitriol, which feemed now unneceffary, and giving the rhubarb 
in fmaller quantity, and relying during the period of amendment 
upon gentle nourifhing diet and broths, as the only medicines, 
except where fome particular fymptom feemed to require atten- 
tion.”’ . 

In gargles, liniments, and blifters, the doctor placed little con- 
fidence. — , 

“ The only gargle,” fays he, © that I think [have feen any 
' fervice from, is brandy with a little water, or frequently without 
any mixture whatever; but even this could be ufed in general 
only feldom: a very frequent ufe of it, or any wath, or indeed 
any conftant exercife of the parts, “as in expuition, feeming to be 
prejudicial. Wathes thrown into the throat by a fyringe feemed 
to have no better effect. As to the fumes of hot liquids drawn 
in with the breath, I can fay little, having only in two cafes or- 
dered the vapour of vinegar and water to be ufed, but with no 
apparent benefit; though I have prefcribed it with great advan- 
tage in other cafes of quinfy affecting the breathing. 
~ “% [have ufed feveral outward applications to the throat, and 
can fay but little in their favour. Volatile liniments and blifters 
J have ordered very often to the part, without peiceiving any 
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other amendment than happened from the change of the diforder 
if it was about that period, and fufpeét the praifes I have heard of 
them have been owing to their being fo umed as nearly to hit 
that period. I have befides moftly found the neck a very incon- 


venient, and in ladies a totally improper, place for a blifter ; fo 


that when on account of a greater degree of delirium, attended 
with much fever and {welling about the fauces, I have been in- 
duced to order a blifter,. 1 at the laft preferred applying one be- 


tween the fhoulders, and in thefe circumftances have often per- \ 


ceived notable advantage from it. When there has been a great 


fwelling of the parotids externally with confiderable pain, a poul- | 


tice of bread, milk, and oil, applied to them, has given confider- 
able relief; but in other cafes I] never prefcribed nor faw it ap- 
plied: of cupping I can fay nothing, having never ufed it. 

“ Of bleeding, much need not be faid, ‘That many cafés 


would have borne it I have not a doubt, from the whole com- 


plexion of the fever attending on them, and therefore I know 
that it was many times prefcribed without doing mifchief; but it 
does not follow from thence that it was requilite or did good. In 
my own practice, I began early almoft totally to neglect it, from 
an obfervation that the cafes where the pulfe was ftrongeft, and 
~ heat and fever higheft, were not thofe attended with the moft 
danger, and never afterwards had recourfe to it but in violent 


peripneumonic fymptoms, which indeed were very rarely blended ~ 


with the difeafe; Iam alfo certain that I have feen many cafes: 


become fatal entirely from an abufe of bleeding, fo that it was 


much fafer to prohibit it univerfally, than to be at all free in pre- 
fcribing it; this remark, however, is only intended to fetter the 
young and unfkilful practitioner. A fecond bleeding I believe 
always did, mifchief; the fame remark will hold good as to feari- 
fication and application of leeches. My averfion to bleeding in 
general firft took its origin from finding that the application of 
enly two leeches, which 1 myfeif had ordered, brought a patient 
into great danger, who I had no reafon otherwife to fuppofe 


would have been fo. ‘Taught, therefore, by my own miltake, I 


was afterwards cautious in ordering any thing of the kind (I 
would fay to an extreme), nor had | in one inftance found reafon 
to alter my fentiments. ; 

“ Strong purgatives feemed.at leaft as objectionable as bleed- 
ing; and whenever the gentle laxatives already recommended had 
2 confiderable effet, I found it neceflary immediately to put a 
ftop to it by opiates, as whatever exhaufted the patient was care- 
fully to be avoided, and Londoners, though requiring eccopro- 
tics as much as any people whatever, bear ftrong purgatives, be- 
yond all comparifon, the worft. The fame may be faid of fu- 
dorifics, for. though a gentle perfpiration did good, ‘and ufually 
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attended the turn of the difeafe, yet great feveats were almofl ever 
pernicious. | 

* With refpect to expafure to air, | found this diforder, when 
the efflorefeence was confiderable, to agree perfectly with the 
meailes, it being abfolutely requifite to confine the .patient to his 
bed, and to keep the room moderately warm-with fire; in this 
cafe the drink was allowed to be a little warmed, which I found 
was moft pleating to the patient’s palate ; but where the etiloref- 
cence was lefs, thefe precautions were. unneceffary, nor were they 
defired by the patient. It isto be underftood from hence, that 
the expofure to cool air did not feem at all to depend on the ftate 
of the Angina; for where there was little of the {carlet eruption 
and the patients were low, I have found them evidently relieved 
by being taken out of bed, and having the air of the room 
cooled.”’ ; 

After recommending a frit attention to the paffions and af- 
fections of the mind, the do€tor relates two inftances in which his 
treatment was unfuccefsful. ieee 
_ & The firft cafe was of a young lady, above fixteen years of 
age, who was fo obftinate, that from the very firft, fhe would 
{carcely ever obey any one direction that was given to her; nay, 
the carried this fo far as to boaft to her fchool-fellows that fhe 
would not; fhe had addrefs and cunning enough to fecret moft 
of her medicines, and to perfuade her attendants that fhe had 
taken them; and, on the fifth diy, fell a victim to her own mif- 
taken opinion rather than the infufficiency of the method.” 

‘The other cafe, the doctor obferyes, was very different. He 
relates it in the following terms: 

«* In the beginning of October I was requefted to vifit a fa- 
mily afflicted with this diforder, who lived ia a clofe damp fitua-_ 
tion. Befides others, who had it ina milder manner, the eldeft 
daughter was in the’ laft ftage of it, and died the next morning. 
The fecond daughter, a child about two years old, had taken the 
difeafe two days before, but did not appear to me in a very alarm-~ 
ing way; her throat it is true was ulcerated confiderably, and 
her toniils nach fwelled; the efllorefcence was at the height, and 
her pulfe was full and ftrong, thouzh quick. I put her upon 
the plan already laid down, and have the utmoft reafon to think 
every direction I gave was implicitly obeyed. On the fourth day 

_the fcarlet colour of the {kin began to difappear, and on the fifth, 
fixth, and feventh, feveral of the ufual fymptoms of amendment 
begun to appear; the mouth looked lefs foul, but the fwelling of 
the tonfils did not fubfide fufficiently, and the pulfe did not come 
down near its natural ftandard, which I attribute in part to my 
not being fufficiently precife in ordering the quantity of wine to 
be diminifhed. About the eighth day the feemed to have an ap- 
-pstite, although the could not fwallow any thing folid, and-even 
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Fiquids were got down with the utmoft difficulty, often returning 
both by the mouth and nofe. : As her throat was greatly filled 
with phlegm, which feemed to prevent her {wallowing, I ordered 
a gentle emetic to be given, which operated moderately: this 
was the fecond deviation I had made from my original plan, and 
ef which I repented much afterwards, as the child received no 
apparent benefit from it, and foon afterwards began to appear 
worfe. About the tenth day I was alarmed by feeing that fatuity 
appear which has been already mentioned, and which I had al- 
ways found fo fatal a fymptom; at the fame time, the throat 
fwelled much ex ernally around the fore-part; the pulfe, which 
had continued quick and weak, became now exceeding full and 
trong, with an equal degree of celerity; great blotches of a pur- 
ple colour, approaching to a livid, appeared in various -parts of 
the body, and univerfal flight convulfions took place. 

« As foon as this change began to appear, blifters were tried ; 
Sut in {pite of them, and every method I could devife, the child 
grew gradually worfe; the pulfe funk totally, whilft, at the fame 
time, the corivulfions grew ftronger; the deglutition never be- 
ame mote free ; ulcers returned in the fauces; the teeth became 
furred ; tongue foul ; breath offenfive, and often laborious; until, 


at laft, on the eighteenth day, its fwallowing and breathing both . 


becoming totally obftructed, the unhappy fufferer died in con- 
yulfions, ; : 

* Tt is to be remarked, that towards the clofe of this diforder,. 
Farge-quantitics of a matter refembling the coagulable lymph of 
the blood, was brought up both from the trachea and elophagus. 
F have known the fame to happen in feveral other bad cafes ; and 
in. one that was opened after death the afpera arteria was found 
ined with this matter, like what is faid of the croup. From this, 


and the difappearance of the ulcers in the fauces, and other fymp-_ 


toms already mentioned, in many fatal cafes, I am led to fuppofes 
that the vifible difeafe in the throat was by much the leaft part 
of it, and that in bad cafes it fpread down to the Jungs and 
ftomach, and even perhaps through the alimentary canal. 

“ From this cafe I was more firmly perfuaded of a maxim 
which my whole former practice had ferved to inculcate, that it 
is exceedingly dangerous in an epidemic to deviate in any mea- 
gure from a practice which has been found fuceefsful. A phyfi- 


ean, it is true, fhould-be attentive to every the moft minute cir- ” 


cumitance ; but this attention fhould be of the {fpeculative, not of 
the active kind, vuul fome inftance of bad fuecefs {hews that his 
former mode requires a change; in which cafe the attention he 
has beftowed wil furnith him with that change without the hazard 
of repeated trials.”’ | 


After an apology for the irregularities that are apparent in this ~ 


account, among which are the following mifcellaneous remarks, 
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that. would have been more properly inferted in other parts of it, 
Dr. Sims proceeds to obferve, that, ie 

« The diforder was moft prevalent among the middle ranks of 
life. Few, comparatively fpeaking, of the poor being liable to 
it, and, at leat, equally few of the great. It likewife hitherto 
_ has been pretty much confined to the City, fo called, and eaftern 
parts of the metropolis ; Wettmintter, and the new buildings in 
that quarter, feeling little of its fury ; confined narrow courts 
were more liable to it than large open ftreets, as were alfo low 

damp fitnations. | 

«¢ Vaftly more of the female fex than of the male were feized 
with it, and. it feemed. particularly fatal to girls, from two to- 
eight years of age. I faw but one child at the breaft who had it, 
and that but lightly. 

« This diforder feemed to agree with the meafles, it being 
_infe€tious before the ficknefs thewed itfelf; fo that the fending 
away of thofe children who had not been feized with it, -as foon 
as any began to complain, did not ferve in many inftances to 
prevent their having it. The period that intervened between the 
time of infection and the appearance of the difeafé could not be 
determined. Ihave feen it indifputably take place the fourth day, 
but, in other inftances, it was feveral days later. -The infection 
feemed to remain in a houfe after all the family were recovered. 
for fume, but not many, weeks. 

“ The difeafe was totally at a ftand during fome d.ys’ fharp 
froft that happened, but recovered new vigour foon after that was 
overs I never faw any danger attend it, except where there were 
ulcers of the throat. A purging was always dangerous, and a 
{welling about the Jarynx after the turn, was particularly fo. 
I {aw but four cafes of anafarca fucceed it, and thefe were all in 
poor perfons, and unattended with danger. 

“© The beft preventive of the difeafe 1 found to be rhubarb, 
taken in the quantity of a few ‘grains every morning, fo as to 
procure one laxative motion in the day. I did not fee one who 
ufed this confined afterwards to bed, though feveral perfons - 
obvioutly began it after they were infected, but before the time of 
their fickening. Peruvian bark I found ufeful in the latter flages 
of the difeafe, but canmmot fay I had-the fmalleft reafon for fup- 
' pofing it fo in the beginning, although | have often prefcribed it, 
and feen it tried by the recommendation of others. 

* | have avoided laying down general rules in what I have 
written; perhaps all epidemics fhould fland, in fome meafure, 
on their own ground, at Jeaft until we are convinced that we are 
acquainted with the whole circle, and 1 am fure this differed in 
many refpeéts from any of which we have a diftinét account. 

« On firft turning my thoughts to write on this fubject, I 
believed it would be ufeful to make myfelf matier of whatever 
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had been written hiftorically upon -a diforder which is generally 
fuppofed not to have exifted above two hundred years, as, f 
think, a proper deference to the public thould make jevery man 
endeavour to be well initructed himfelf before he attempts to in- 
ftruct others: a man without reading, who prefumes to-write, is 
Ike the blind leading the blind. In this refearch I foon found it 
necefflary to enlarge iny view to ail the epidemic diforders which 
have prevailed during that period, that among fo many imperfect 
defcriptions I might colle whatever could poffibly have any re- 
lation to the fubje@ before me. Having thus finithed a fketch of 
thefe for my own information, together with an account of the 
weather for that period, feveral important conclufions feemed 
deducible from it ; but as thefe are different from many commonly 
received opinions, and as I think the number and accuracy of 
the authorities I could examine, and indeed the length of the pe- 
riod that can at prefent poffibly be examined in this view, not 
fufficient to eftablith fyftematic deductions, I fhall only throw 
out what hes occurred to me as: furmifes; which indeed haye 
arifen entirely from whatT read, -as formerly I was of a different 
opinion, and fo alfo are molt of the writers I have perufed ; but — 
in reading an author critically, and attending to thofe faéts 
which often force their way into his work, in fpite, I may fay, 
of his theory, very different conclufions fiom thofe he draws may 
be deducible. oe: ; 
“ There are fome grand claffes of epidemics which prevail - 
every year, and which are produced by the various changes of 
the feafons. . Thus, {pring 1s accompanied by inflammatory dif 
eafes ; fammer by complaints in the ftomach and bowels; autumn, 
by catarrhs ; and winter by intermittents: thefe being obvioufly 
produced by the ftate of weather attendant upon them, other epi~ 
demics are fuppofed analogous to them, and obedient to the fame 
- Tules, which on examination not being the cafe, all further feru- 
tiny 1s laid afide, perhaps too hafuly. There is another. reafon 
why little has been attempted hitherto in this invettigation, which | 
is, that we only of late poffess tolerably accurate regifters of the 
weather for any one place, and have as yet icarcely any of the 
difeafes that can be cepended upon. There is likewife a very 
great difagreement between the opinions of authors and the vulgar 
us to the hurtfuinefs of different kinds of weather, the former 
always afferting that dry feafons are moft noxious, whilft the 
latter as conttanily blame the wer. Now, although in many points 
“hittle weight is to be given to the fentiments of the latter, yet in 
matters within their reach the cafe is otherwife, and in the pre- 
fent difference neither are totally right nor*wrong; the truth 
feems to me as follows ;’ 7 7 
©The moft natural and healthful feafons in this country are 
a moderately frofty winter, fhowery {pring, dry furmmer, and. 
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rainy autumn; and whilft fuch prevail, the wet part of them is 
infefted by vaftly the greateft proportion of complaints, but thofe 
not of the moft mortal kind. A long fucceffion of wet feafons is 
accompanied by a prodigious number of difeafes; but thefe being 
mild and tedious, the number of deaths are not in proportion to 
the co-exiftent ailments: on, the ‘other hand, a dry feafon in the 


beginning is attended with extremely few complaints, the body * 


and mind both feeming invigorated by it; if, however, this kind ’ 


of weather laft very long, towards the/clofe of ic a number of 
dangerous complaints {pring up, which as they are very fhort in 


their duration, the mortality is much greater than one would - 


readily fuppofe from the few perfons that are ill at any one time ; 
and as foon as a wet feafon fucceeds a long dry one, a prodigious 
ficknefs and mortality come on univerfalry. So long as this wet 
weather continues, the ficknefs fcarcely abates, but the mortality 
diminifhes rapidly ; fo that in the laft number of rainy years, the 
number of deaths is at the minimuni. 

«“ The change of a long dry feafon, whether hot or cold, toa 
rainy one, appears from all I can collect on the fubject, to bring 
about the temperature of air favourable to the production of great 
epidemics ; fome however feem more {peedily to fucceed the pre- 
difpofing ftate of the air, others lefs fo; or it may be that the 
flate of air favourable to them exifts at the very beginning of the 
change, whilft the ftate favourable to others progreflively fuc- 
ceeds: of this laft, however, | am’very uncertain, as it will be 
obvious on examining the order in which | fhall immediately ar- 
range them, that the firft are of fo overbearing a nature that they 
will force every other difeafe to hide its diminifhed head in thein 
prefence. It is alfo to be remarked, that two infectious difeafes 
are almoft never prevalent together ; therefore, although the fame 
diftemperature of air feems favourable to moft epidemic diforders, 
yet fome muft appear fooner, others later. . 


** The order in which thefe diforders have a tendency to fuc- \ 


ceed each other, feems to be plague, petechial fever, putrid fore 
throat, with or without /carlatina, dyfentery, fmall-pox, meafles, 
fimple fearlatina, hooping-cough, and catarrh: I do not mean by 
this that they always tucceed each other as above ; for often the 
individual infeftion is wantng, when another takes its place, 
until perhaps that infection is imported from a place which 
has been fo unfortunate as to have a coincidence of the two 
caufes, without which it appears that no epidemic can take place, 
_ that is a favourable difpofition of the air and that pariicular in- 
fection. Whenever it happen that one infectious diforder takes 
the place, that fhould have been more properly occupied by an- 
other, it becomes much more virulent than it is naturally, whilft 
the former, if it-afterwards fuceeeds, becomes milder in propor- 
tion: this perhaps is the reafon why the fame diforders, nay, the 
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fame appearances in a diforder, are attended with much more fa 
tality in phe vent than another. y ; 

«| {hall proceed to give as concife an abridgment as pofhible 
of the materials from whence I drew thefe reflections, hoping 
that the deficiencies of the flketch will be excufed on account of 
the great difficulty of completing it. We have no compilation on 
this fubject which can be at all depended on; Dr. Short’s, al- 
though the inoft copious, abounding with the moft unparalleled 
abfurdities and miffakes ; the materials therefore for this: account 
were to be culled from a vaft variety of authors ; and my own 
collection, though confifting of above four thoufand volumes 
on medicine, is totally inadequate to fo vaft an undertaking. 

“ Firft epidemic conftitution. 1590, 1591, 1592, all exceedingly 
dry years, as was part of 1593; afterwards very rainy weather 
unul the end of 1597. In 1593 the plague killed eleven thoufand 
five hundred and three in London ;the fame year it was prevalent 
in Alomar. A catarrh prevailed in 1597. The rainy weather 
began in Florence in 1592, during which a peftilential fever 
raged there, attended with a whitifh tongue, and an-inflammation, 
with ulcers about the throat and mouth. / 

“ Second conftitutio. 1598, an exceflive heat and drought, 
which continued next year; 1600, a fevere winter; I60I, a 
drought of five months continuance ; 1602, a cold fpring and 
fumimer, cold dry harveft and winter ; the reit of this conftitution 
very rainy, until the end of 1608, except feven weeks’ froft in 
1607. In 1603 the plague was imported from Oftend, where, 
and in the Low-countries, it raged much, and killed thirty-fx 
thoyfand two hundred and‘fixty-nine in London. 

“ Third coiflitution. 1609, three months’ moft rigorous froft, 
wherein the Thames became like a folid highway; 1610, an 
exceffive hot dry fummer,-as were thofe of 1611 and 1612; 1616, 
1617, ‘and 1619. The winters of 1614 and 1615 great froft | 
and {now ; the reft of this conftitution wet unal the end of 1624. 
In 1609 the plague broke out in Alemar, as alfo in Denmark. 
In 1610 the Hungarian fever commenced in many places, and 
made great havock for feveral years, fo as often to be denominated 
aplague. About the fame time the malignant fore throat 1s fup- 
pofed to have commenced in’ Spain, where it killed incredible 
numbers. Ih 1611 the plague is faid to have deftroyed two hun- 
dred thonfand at Conflantinople. In 1614 the moft fatal fmall-pox 
fpread ail over Evrope. In 1618 the fore throat broke. out at 
Naples, where it continued its ravages for twenty years; it was 
preceded by a fimilar diforder among cattie. In 1618 the plague 
in Bergen. In 161g it broke out in Denmark and in Grand: 
Caron. 


« Fourth conflitutian. 1625, a hard frofty winter, fummer 
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wet and hot; 1626 and 1627 exceflively hot fummers 1630 and 
1631 a great drought; the other years wet until 1634. In 1625 
the plague killed thirty-five thoufand four hundred and feventeen 
in London ;*it raged in Denmark both in 1625 and*1629 3 as 
alfo in 1625 in- Leyden. In 1632 inflammations of the jaws 
prevailed, with an eryfipelas in one or more places of the body. 

“ Zifth conftitution. » 1634, excetflively frofty winter ; “16355 
1636, 1637, and 1638, very hot and dry fummers ; then very 
rainy-years until 1643. In 1635 the plague in Leyden, and the 
camp fever fpread all over Germany. In 1636 the plague was in 
London, whereof died thirteen thoufand four hundred and eighty ; 
1637 the plague in Denmark. thei; 

“ Sixth conftitution: 1643 and 1645, extremely hot fummers, 
then inconftant rainy feafons until 1650. In 1643 a fatal malig- 
nant fever was {pread -by the armies all over England; 1644, a 
malignant epidemic fever in Denmark ; a fimilar fever in England, 
in which there was a roughnefs and fliminefs of the throat and 
jaws, with pain, but {carcely any {welling or inflammation, it 
feemed only a mere defluxion, by which the fick feemed choaked, 
and for which aftringent gargles were ufeful. In 16 50 a general 
catarrh. : : 

Seventh confitution. 1651 and 1659, all very -hot fummers, and 
moitly very dry years; thence to 166 5 very wet. ‘The winters of 
1651 and 1658 remarkably cold. In 1651, in the country about 
Rome, a contagious epidemic quinfey prevailed, and made terri- 
ble flaughter among children. A fmall ulcer arofe in the mouth, 
for which juice of wood-forrel, fyrup of pomegranates with the 
bark, and chiefly fpirit of vitriol, were ufeful. All that took thefe 
medicines recovered, but thofe who were not tractable, and re- 
fufed medicines, died ; it did not feize adults, nor the aged. In 
1654 the plague was in Denmark; and in 1655, and the two 
following years, it prevailed exceedingly in the fouth of Europe; 
the agues likewife of thefe hot years were malignant, and {potted 
fevers were very common. In 1664, after.a mild rainy winter, a 
malignant purple fever raged in Pruffia, and killed great numbers 
under twelve years of age, thofe only efcaping who had no inflam- 
mation or oedematous tumor in the throat. Such as recovered, 
after fweating, had feales peeling off their fkin then aduits had a 
{welling-over their body and of their elly, which continued feveral 
weeks like Icucophlegmatia, and then went off by fweat and urine. 
This epidemi¢ feems a confiderable deviation from their general 
progrefs laid down in the {cheme of them already mentioned, and 
is therefore particularly noticed here. bs 

 Highth conftitution, 1665, an exceflively fevere froft, which 
continued to the end of March, fummer temperate; 1666, a very 
hot dry year, followed by two as wet and cold, In 166s, imme- 

VOL. Il, K 


126 | SCARLET FEVER. 


diately after the froft, began the plague in London, which killed, 
according to the leaft computation, fixty-eight thoufand five 
hundred and ninety-fix 3 fince that time the plague has vanifhed 
from this city, and all other epidemics feem to have become lefs 
malignant, owing to many caufes ; among which may, perhaps, 
be a greater ufe of frefh vegetable food, a lefs ufe of fifh, an uni- 
yerfal ufe of tea, fuperior cleanlinefs in our perfons, a greater 
attention to our poor in times of f{carcity, which are now {carcely 
felt in any extreme degree, and, laftly, the tremendous fire in 
1666, fince which the ftreets have been very much widened, and 
the houfes fo enlarged, that the fame number of. inhabitants now 
occupy above double the fpace. In 1667 an epidemic fever with 
a thrufh prevailed in Holland, in which acids were ufeful, but 
neither bleeding nor purging. : 
“ Ninth conftitution. 1669, the’ fummer intolerably hot, after — 
which the winter was as feverely cold and frofty 5 1670, fevere frofty 
winter; the reft of this conftitution bad and wet. In 1669 a 
moft fatal fever prevailed, with flimy tongue, fore mouth, &c. in 
which bleeding was hurtful, but acids and laxatives moft benefi- 
cial. Sydenham does not mention this fever, nor its return in 
1678, although, next the plague, they were the greateft epidemics 
sn his time ; which, together with his little knowledge of putrid — 
fevers, can only be attributed to his practice laying about the 
court; whilft Morton, who practifed in the city, gives abundant 
proofs that putrid complaints were as prevalent then as at this time. - 
Phe fame year, in Norway, malignant meafles are faid to have pre= 
yailed with thruth, which, if mifmanaged or neglected, ended in 
a fatal mortification. In 1675 a coryza or cough was prevalent. 
“© Lenth conftitution. 1678, fummer and harveft droughty, hot, 
and clear; 1679, winter long, fevere froft, and intenfely cold ; 
1680 and 1681, fummer extremely dry and hot; the next two ~ 
years rainy. In 1678 the fame fever and fore throat prevailed as 
in 1669. In ‘1679, after a moft deluging O&ober, a catarrh was 
univerfal. In 1682, {phacelated tongues and angina maligna pre- 
vailed among cattle; in the fame year-‘in Dublin a fatal petechial 
_ fever. , 
“© Eleventh conftitution. 1684, the fevereft froft remembered at 
that time, fucceeded by a very dry and hot fummer, to which 
1636 bore a near refemblance; the other years were rainy to 
1691. In 1684 {potted fevers, particularly of the miliary kind, 
were common. ‘This and the following year of 1685 are re- 
ynarkable for the greateft number of burials 5 from 1665 to 1714, 
although 1684 does not contain St. James’s, Weftmintter, and 
neither 1684 nor 1685 contain dt. Ann’s, Weftminfter, nor 5t. 
John’s, Wapping, parifhes which are inferted inevery future bill of 
mortality, and which then buried above fixteen hundred annually 
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i a medium. In 1688 an epidemic catarrh prevailed all over 
urope. , ; Mihupieee « 

spate Tasedbibconpitution . 1691, a frofty winter, and exceflively 
hot and dry fummer. The fame.in 1694, the other years rainy 
and variable. In 1691 a fatal fpotted fever prevailed; in 1693 
an univerfal catarrh.; and in 1695 the hooping cough. 

__ Thirteenth Conftitution.. 1698, exceedingly hard froft in the 
winter; the reft of this conftitution rather rainy. In Odtober, 
1698, began a fatal contagious {potted fever, which fpread all 
over England. Coughs attended moft difeafes in 1703. 

“¢ Fourteenth conftitution. 1704, fo exceflively dry a year that all 
grafs was burnt. up; this continued until Auguft 15, 1705 ; the 
reft of this conftitution cold and wet. In 1704 malignant {potted 
fevers were common. In 1708 coughs: and coryzas prevailed. 
every-where, fo that few efcaped. ; 

“ Fifteenth conftitution, 1709, an exceedingly great froft all over 
Europe, and even in Portugal ; 1712, a very frofty winter ; the 
reft_of this conftitution variable. In 1709 the plague broke out 
in Dantzick immediately after the thaw, and killed twenty-four 
thoufand five hundred and fifty-three. In 1710 the plague in 
Copenhagen killed twenty-five thoufand. In 1712 fore throats 
univerfal in July and Auguft, with dizzinefs and pains of the 
limbs, in London. Bis e f 

“* Sixteenth conftitution. 1714 and the fix fucceeding years were 
all dry with hot fummers. The winter of 1716 fo fevere a froft 
that the Thames was covered with booths; that of 1718 likewife 
very frofty; the reft to 1731 cold, wet, and variable, except 
1723, which was cold and dry ; and 1729, which was a cold dry 
winter, followed by a hot dry fummer. In 1720 the plague kill- 
ed fixty thoufand in Marfeilles. In 1729 an univerfal epidemic 
‘catarrh in Noyember. | aye 

_ “Seventeenth conftitution, 1731 was avery dry year, which con- 
tinued until harveft 1732; fummer of 1733 rather dry and plea- 
fant, as was moft of 1738; the remainder of this conftitution 
‘extremely wet. In the beginning of 1733 was an epidemic 
catarrh ; 1737, 1738, and 1739, were all much infefted with 
catarrhal fevers, efpecially among children. 

“* Eighteenth conftitution. 1440 was the fevereft frofty winter 
and {pring that had happened for three hundred years; 1741; ex- 
_ tremely dry hot fummer ; 1742, a variable, but dry year; the reft 
of this conftitution wet or variable. In 1740 a malignant pete- 
thial fever made great havock in Briftol, and in Galway in Ireland. 
In 1741 it reached London, where this and the laft year were the 
moft mortal ever known, except when the plague reigned, the 
burials amounting to fixty-two thoufand nine hundred and eighty. 
In 1742 the putrid fore throat broke out. In March, 1744, an 
epidemic catarrh was univerfal, and was more fatal than ufual. 
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“ Nineteenth confiituticn. 17947 was am exceflively hot dry 
fummer; 1750, a dry year throughout, and inteniely hot fum- 
mer; the reft of this conftitution moderate, variable, or wet. 
In 1747, and the fucceeding years, the fore throat feemed to- 
acquire new vigour, alarming the inhabitants: of thefe kingdoms 
very much. In November, 1758, was an univerfal epidemic 
catareh Ge aig : 

“ Taventieth confitution. 1760 was droughty from June 26 to: 
September 163. the end of that and the following year feverely 
wet, as was the end of 1763 and beginning of 1764; the reit 
of this conftitution moderate. In April and May, 1762; a mott - 
epidemic catarrh.. +) aie | 

© Twenty-frfl conftitution. . 1705, a very dry year, and rather 
hot fammer, as was the next year, though not quite fo much fo; 
the remainder of this conftitution moderate years, rather inclining 
to wet. During this conftitution I do not find any very remark- 
able epidemic until the univerfal catarrh in November, 1775s 
unlefs we reckon the fmall-pox fo of the year 1772, which, fuc- 
ceeding a hard winter, killed more than they had ever done im | 
ene year im London. ; ae 

6 Twenty-fecond confitution. "The year 1776 was dry, and 1778 
ftill more fo. The winter of 1780 was. the moft frofty fince — 
17403 yet thefe deviations from what might be accounted mode- 
rate weather were fo {mall as {carcely to deferve notice. In May, 
1782, was a very general epidemic eatarrh.* © . ? ) 

‘“¢ Immediately after the laft-mentioned year began the confti- 
tution which has produced the prefent epidemic. Aree 

© Thus have I given a carfory view of the weather, and fome 

of the epidemics of the laft two hundred years, and have pur- 

pofely dwelt moft on the extremes; that ts, thofe of the greateft 
‘and of the leaft malignity ; that hy omitting the middle ones the 

difference might be moft ftriking. Any perfon that choofes may 
divide the years differently, and indeed at firft I had done fo my-— 
felf ; yet it will ftill be found, | think, that the fame deductions. 
as thofe I firft laid down will hold good; fhould this trifling 

fketch befides excite any one who has more leiture and opportu- 

nities to beftow adequate pains upon the fubjedt, I fhall gain my_ 
end; and if he fimply follows whitherioever truth leads, I doubt 

not that much public utility will be the confequence. By invefti- 
gating minutely every circumftance. that tends to produce or im- 

pede thefe infectious complaints, may we not hope in time to be 

able to obviate much of their malignity, and perhaps at laft ens 

tirely to ftop their courfe. The plague ts now {carcely known 

in the welt of Europe, and the numbers that. fall facrifices to the 

fmall-pox are the victims of obftinacy and bigotry. Having con- 

quered thefe gigantic epidemics, fhall phyficians dread being able 
to prevent pigmy f{carlatinas or catarrhs ¢ Experiment has carried, 
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natural knowledge far beyond the apparent powers of man, and: 
jult obfervation, unfophifticated by theory, will carry medicine to 
a degree of perfection of which our prefent feeble conjectural art 
feems utterly incapable.”’ ". 

Dr. Lettfom, in a fubfequent volume of the fame work, inferts 
a paper under the title of **Curfory Remarks on the Appearance 
of the Angina Scarlatina,” in the fpring-of the year 1793. 

“The winter of 1792-3,” fays the do€&tor, “ was more tem- 
perate than any that occurred to my recollection. There were 
not two fucceffive days of a fharp froft, nor was there one day 
that admitted of fkaiting even on fhallow water. The ground 
about London never was covered one day with fnow or hail, nor 
fearcely one day’s interruption given to brick and miertar tm archi- 
tecture. Much rain, however, fell in this period, as well as in 
_-the {pring, which was a cold one. | 
In this latter feafon, there prevailed eryfipelatous fevers, 
aphthz, both with aad without fever, and fome cafes of typhus 
fever. < | 
“With the commencement of the year 1793, the angina firft. 
appeared, in the higher villages about London; gradually de- 
{cended into. lower fituations, and vifited the metropolis pretty 
generally near the end of February. It has been remarked for 
many years, that this difeafe appears in the vicinity of London 
before it vifits the metropolis. | 

The neighbouring villages are full of boarding-fchools, to 
accomimodate the children whofe parents refide in London; and 
as foon as any of the children are infected they are fent home, 
and thus propagate the difeafe in the city; for two years fuccef- 
fively I have firft heard of the appearance of the infeGtion at 
Hampftead or Highgate, fituations remarkable for their high ele- . 
vation 3 this, however, is not uniformly the cafe; but this fubject. 
is not unworthy of further attention, \as it may lead to certain 
means of prevention. That female children thould be more {fui- 
ceptible of ‘catching the infeGion, may be inferred from their 
greater delicacy. In the peried I am detcribing, I faw much 
fewer patients in London, thar in the neighbouring villages, and 
iM proportion to the number infeéted, the fatality was much 
§reater in the fatter. In fome villages, private families fuffered 
greatly ; ina few of thefe I heard that half the number of the child- 
ren died. During the time I have defcribed, that is from January 
to the end of May, I attended three fatal cafes, each of which 1 
fhall introduce here, as pethaps of more medical advantage than 
the detail of {uccefsful ones.” 

Cafe 1.—* Early in February, 1793, being engaged in attend- 
ance on a gentleman near Wimbleton Common, I was defired to 
vilit one of the domettics, then labouring under the angina icarla- 
fina. Some of the children in the family had had the angina 
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with ulceration of the tonfils, but without any éfflorefcence of 
the dein. yo eae ety Ct ea a 
©The prefent fubje@t was about twenty-two years of age. © 
She had always been healthy, and had laboured under no indif- 
pofition previous to the prefent attack, which began with almoft 
inceflant vomiting, and fome tendency to diarrhoea: the fluid 
ejected feemed to be merely what fhe drank and when the 
ftomach was empty, a ftraining to vomit continued. She was 
-exceffively reftlefs, continually tofling from one fide of the bec 19 
the other, and fometimes delirious; the pulfe was fo rapid as to 
admit counting with difficulty, but not intermitting. The fia 
was covered with the {carlatina, and the whites of the eyes wore 
of a ferrety red. On examining the throat, the whole internal 
fauces, and as far as the eye could pervade, the fame {carlet, 
coloured efflorefcence extended down her throat, and on the ton- 
fils, which were much fwelled ; there were alfo flight ulcerous 
{pecks. It was remarked, that from the firft attack, the fufpiria 
and moaning were expreflive of great anxiety and debility. ‘The 
fymptoms defcribed occurred on the firft day. On the fecond 
little variation was remarked; the fame reftleffnefs, and ftraining 


to vomit, with increafed fufpiria and debility, appeared ; the diar- 
rhea had not totally fubfided; delirium was augmented, and the — 
jaCtation in bed inceflant, for fhe had little or no fleep without 
inquietude. — Winall iaeitea te cite Sy aa ‘ 
‘© After this time I did not fee her, but I was informed that fhe 


died on the 4th day; the fame fymptoms nearly continuing till 
her death. She took, on my firft vifit, a folution of conferve of 
rofes in mint-water, well acidulated with the vitriolic acid; to 
which was occafionally added tincture of opium, and laftly bark 5 
blifters had been applied ‘behind the ears, and fomentations of 
poppy heads to the feet. Ba! Bate ay ae ae 
~ Cafes 2 and 3.—‘ Near the conclufion of February, 1793, 2 
young lady in the fame neighbourhood, about twenty years of - 
age, ‘was attacked with a fore throat: about the fifth day I was 
confulted. “There never had been any eruption on the fkin, and 
the tonfils were very much inflamed ; the ‘difeafe I underftood put 
on the appearance of inflammation at its commencement : at the - 
period when J attended, the nature of the infe€tion became more 
decifive, and the tonfils were confiderably ulcerated, the parts 
ath-coloured, or livid; the ‘debility exceflive, the pulfe quick and 
weak, and the delirium almoft ‘conftant 3 the alviné and urinary” 
evacutions were involuntary; fometimes the patient lay coma- 
tofe, at others more reftlefs and moaning. ~The whole afpeét of 
the cafe gave me very little hope of a recovery. As deglutition 
was dificult, what was taken was cordial ;\ and by perfeverancey 
by little-and little, about one quart of red port wine was confumed 
in twenty-four hours. ‘The chief medicine was acidulated bark. 
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By inceffant care in adminiftering nourifhment and medicine, by 
cleanlinefs and attention to the admiffion of air, after a ftruggle of 
about ten days this young lady recovered. ye 

“ Her fitter, about fifteen, of a healthy conftitution, appeared 
indifpofed. the day before my firft vifit to the elder fifter, whofe 
difeafe, I have remarked, was not, at its outfet, fufpeéted to be in- 
feétious, and never was accompanied with the fcarlatina; com=- 
munication was hence not interdiéted. I found the fauces and 
tonfils efforefcent, with an eryfipelatous tinge; but although the 
latter were fwelled, I perceived no ulceration: the breaft and 
arms had alfo a flight eforefcence, which determined my opinion 
of the difeafe being the angina fcarlatina. ‘The reftleffnefs was 
_ not very confiderable, nor was the pulfe or degree of fever then 
alarming ; but there were frequent fufpiria and efforts to vomit ;. 
nothing, however, was ejected, except the fluids fwallowed ; fome 
diarrhoea attended : fhe appeared fometimes comatofe. 

‘On the next morning the late Dr, Auftin met, me in con- 
fultation, on account of the elder filter, juft mentioned. We 
prefcribed for the younger the infufion of rofes, with two drops 
of tinéture of opinm, every four hours ; blifters behind the ears, 
and a fomentation of vinegar and water to the legs. ; 

“In the evening, we found the ‘efflorefcence on the fkin very 
general and florid; the internal fauces and tonfils of the fame 
colour, with trifling white fpecks on the latter the pulfe was low 
and fomewhat fluttering ; her diarrhoea continued ; the medicines 
and diet had been vomited. I had previoutfly given her vegetable 
acid and alkali in a {tate of effervefcence, with no better fuccefs. 

“<A blifter was applied to the fternum; one draught was given 
with nine drops of tinéture of opium, and a clyfter with twenty. 
The apothecary, who flept in the houfe, vifited her at two o’clock 
in the morning, found her calmer and difpofed to fleep, but fick 
on taking any thing, though the medicine itfelf had not been 
vomited; at eight in the morning he did not apprehend greater 
danger, but at ten, however, fhe expired with deep and feeble 
fufpiria. | 

Cafe 4.— This child, about fix years old, refided at the village 
of Peckham: in April, on the fourth day of the attack, when I 
{aw it, the ulcerations on the tonfils were confiderable, but there 
was not the leaft efflorefcence on the fkin. ‘The pulfe was feldom 
under 130 in a minute, and this was the principal unpleafant 
fymptom the child laboured under; in other refpects, the deviation 
from common health was not confiderable. She took nourifh- 
ment, flept pretty well, and was always fenfible. : 
_ © On the eighth day, fhe was {fo much relieved, that I did not 
deem it requifite to renew my vilits, no difeafe being apparent 
but debility; the pulfe, however, was ftill rapid, but judging 
this to depend on weaknefs, I prefumed upon its return to 
a natural ftate from returning health. ‘Two days afterwards I 
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was haftily demanded to revifit my patient,-but before my arrival 
it expired. I was informed that a diarrhoea fuddenly came on 
twelve hours before diffolution. pene 
 “ Her brother, about a year older, caught the fame difeafe, and 
had {mall ulcerations of the tonfils, and the f{carlatina over the 
whole furface of the body. This patient, however foon overcame: 
every fymptom. | mht 

Cafe 5. “M.G.a child three years old, was attacked in Aprilwith 
the meafles: at the fchool, from whence fhe was removed, this 
difeafe, as well as the angina, had infeéted the majority of ‘the 
children; but both difeafes never appeared upon any child at the 
fame time. ‘The family had cight children. , Juft as the meafles 
were fubfiding, the angina fhéwed itfelf; at this moment it was 
that I was called in to attend. From a fimilarity in the eruption, 
which every practitioner is aware of, from the remaining cough, 
and from the mere rednefs of the tonfils, without ulceration, I 
was in doubt to which difeafe to afcribe the fymptoms; on the 
next day the cough was lefs troublefome, whilft the fymptoms of 
angina had augmented, and I was then clear that this was the 
prefent malady. The apothecary had applied a blifter to the neck, 
and given acidulated bark. I was long doubtful about the event of 
this child, in confequence of a fphacelus following the application 
of the blifter to the neck, but after fevere confli€ts for the {pace of 
two months, the patient recovered; with, however, a fcar, or cicatrix, 
on the forepart of the neck. The parents of this child, all the other 
children, as well as the fervants, both male and female, had the fore _ 
throat, and thofe who had not had the meafles caught this difeafe, 
but no perfon had both thefe difeafes at the fame time, fo far at leaft 
as could be afcertained by fymptoms. With fome of the children 
the meafles appeared firft, in others the fore throat preceded. In 
confequence of this fucceffion, the difeafes. continued in the 
family for the {pace of two months, which probably might fingly 
have terminated in as many weeks. Some in the family had the 
ulcerated fore throat without any eruption, fome had the fcarlatina 
with ‘a very moderate degree of fore throat. This was obferved 
not only among the children, but alfo among the fervants. 

“ During this long period of ficknefs in the family, they had 
no other communication than medical attendance. ‘The children 
were either within doors, or in the garden, and the houfe was 
in the country detached from every other. 

“In relating the curfory hiftories of the preceding cafes, I had 
no view of fupporting any fpeculative opinions refpecting the 
nature or cure of the difeafe. Some have defcribed the angina 
{carlatina and the angina maligna as diftin€t difeafes; as far, 
however, as my experience extended, they appeared here to ori- 
ginate from one fource of infe€tion, differently modified, by fome 
peculiarity of conftitution, ftate of the weather, mode of living, or 
degree of virulence in the infection, But, whether this fuggel= 
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tion be admitted or not, the fymptoms feemed to require fome 
variation in treatment.. He . 

When this difeafe is accompanied with the fcarlet eruption, 
there are ufually more heat and fever, reftleffnefs, head-ach, and 
thirft; at its onfet, diaphoretics and antimonials, if the ftomach 
will bear them, might be adopted; but I think Dover’s powder 
in {niall dofes preferable, to which may be added faline neutral 
draughts with aromatic confegtion. he angina under this ap-~ 
pearance 1s much relieved by inducing a gentle perfpiration, 
which is alfo promoted by warm fomentations to the legs and 
feet; but as debility is able foon to enfue, this muft be obviated 
by wine negus or whey, and by freely drinking of an acidulated 
infufion of red rofes. If with this debility there is a diminution 
of febrile fymptoms, the Peruvian bark fhould be relied upon, 
with or without the union of mineral acids, as is moft fuitable to 
the ftate of the bowels. - When the difeafe appears with little or 
no fcarlatina, there is ufually lefs fever, and after a mild emetic 
and alvine evacuation, the bark may be immediately exhibited. 

“Air I conceive to be falutary in every appearance of the angina, 
as well as in every fpecies of typhus fever. Emetics require much 
caution. *Almoft all the fatal cafes of angina, that have come 
under my obfervation, have had a {fpontaneous vomiting, which 
has continued in fome degree to the lateft period ; and in fome 
cafes where emetics have been exhibited, the operation has been 
reitrained with great dificulty. Che matter vomited has not in 
general indicated a foul ftomach, but the vomiting when {ponta- 
meous feems to arife from irritation. I have here in view the 
angina attended with {carlatina, where the tongue indeed is rather 
of a bright red, clean look, than furred; and where, upon the | 
whole, I would prefer remedies that gently open the belly, and | 
promote diaphorefis. 

““In the angina, without the fcarlatina, ‘the tongue is often 
loaded with a white foulnefs, and vomits have proved falutary, 
an promoted a favourable diaphorefis. tee } 

“As this is a frequent effect of emetics, and as exciting a per- 
{piration-is found beneficial, where the difeafe is joined with the 
{carlet eruption, it might be inferred that vomiting would in like 
manner be indicated under this modification of the difeafe. 1 
can only reply, that experience does not warrant this conclufion. 

“ Bhiters have been almoft uniformly applied to the neck and 
fauces, foon after the appearance of the angina; but I have no 
reafon to think the practice a judicious one ; it is always a pain- 
ful one, and frequently a pernicicus-one, by increafing irritation ; 
independent of this they fometimes fphacelate and leave a foul 
{ear for ever, which, in fome izftances, has afforded more diftrefs 
to 2 family than death itfelf, by giving a deformity, which to every 
{pectator conveys the idea of fcrophula. If a blifter were deemed 


\ 


134 . SCARLET FEVER. 


neceflary, it would prove not lefs beneficial, by application to a part 
a little diftant from the difeafe itfelf, as to the nape of the neck. 
“ Gargles of various kinds have been alfo long in ufe, to 
cleanfe the difeafed parts, or to act as antifeptics. To wath of 
now and then the vifcid mucus of the fauces and throat is 


advifable ; but, under the idea of merely gargling being of ule, 
patients, when capable of doing it, are almoft continually prompt- - 
ed to repetition ; which I think has done much more harm than 
_good in this difeafe, as well as in the thrufh. As acidulous 
drinks are moft grateful to patients labouring under the angina, 
2 little wine negus, or infufion of rofes, may be employed to rinfe 
the mouth and fauces when requifite. 

~« Venzfeétion I never tried. I have heard it hasbeen repeatedly 
done, but my information is, that it had been generally fucceeded 
by a fatal event.” : wi . 

As next in the order of time, we fhall annex fome curfory ob- 
fervations made by Dr. Sims, on a fpecies of fcarlatina anginofay 
which occurred in the autumn of 1798, and with thefe clofe the 
prefent chapter. He firft obferves, that a fpecies of fcarlet fever, 
different from that which he before has defcribed, appeared in 
various parts of London and its vicinity,’ which was attended 
aie great fatality in proportion to a number of perfons feized 
with it. ; : 

The do€tor fays, “ How far the ftate of the weather has had 
an effet in producing it, cannot perhaps, at prefent, be pofitively 
determined. Sufiice it to fay, that the winter and {pring of 1797 
had more frofty days than moftly occur, though none of the frofts 
were of long continued duration. This dry frofty weather was 
introduced by one of the coldeft nights and mornings perhaps 
known fince that of 1739 (the morn of Chriftmas-day, 1796), 
agreeably to what I think I have univerfally obferved, which is, 
that in the beginning of frofty winters the defcent of the mer- 
cury in the thermometer is in proportion to the quantity of froft 
that will enfue in that winter; fo that if we obferve the lovreft 
point to which it defcends, we fhall be able to predi&t the degree 
of froft upon the whole, and the average degree of cold for fome - 
fucceeding months. | Since that time there have been nearly — 
regular fucceffions of rainy and dry weather, each lafting feveral 
months.” . | , 

We hall pafs over fome pages of matter of a mifcellaneous — 
caft, to poflefs ourfelves of what more immediately belongs to 
the difeafe under confideration, and which the doétor gives in the 
following terms : afi Rae eo } 

«“ The angina of which I am treating,” fays Dr. Sims, “ was 
extremely fudden in its attack. ‘The patients were apparently as 
well perhaps in the morning, as for a confiderable length of time, 
when all at once in the evenin,, they were fzized with great fick-. 
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on retching, and vomiting #f bilious matter. This was fol- 
lowed quickly by heat of fkin, headach, thirft, and quicknefs of 
pulfe ; to which efore or in the morning was added that pecultar. 
fearlet efflorefcence, from whence the diforder is denominated, 
The danger of the diforder afterwards was ufually in proportion 
to the violence of thefe firft fymptoms. The retchings continued 
in bad cafes, at intervals, during the greateft part of the difeafe, 
In thefe cafes alfo the inflaihmatory fymptoms increafed greatly 
during the firft days, particularly the heat of fkin and ftrength of 
pulfe, which latter was as full as often in pleurify, but not at- 
tended with fo much hardnefs. ‘The tongue appeared fcarcely 
changed, only inclining to a little more rednefs; the eyes had like. 
wife a flight red fuffufion. ‘The boweis were not lax of them- 
felves, nor,were made fo by very gentle dofes of medicine, ‘but 
when purged were apt to be too much fo, 

« About the third or beginning, of the fourth day a rednefs and 
{welling of the face, or oftener of one fide of the face, was con- 
{fpicuous, affecting the nofe, and preventing the freedom of re- 
{piration through that organ. At the fame time alfo {wellings ap- 
peared in the throat on each fide under the jaw. ‘Thefe laft in- 
creafed very rapidly, fo as in about two days to acquire fuch an 
extraordinary fize as to force the chin upwards, and to make ap~ 
patently a ftraight line from it along the throat and fternum. In 
fome extreme cafes, the face, inftead of being perpendicular, was 
almoft horizontal, being held more out of its natural pofition than 
upon trial | find I can force mine by any mufcular exertion, even 
at the expence of confiderable pain. ‘This appearance, however, 
I am convinced, was heightened by the whole hollow of the 
throat being filled up by thetumors. “The degree of this intumef- 
cence was very various in different perfons, but there was an- 
other much more uniform fymptom now attendant upon the dif- 
order, infomuch that I have not heard of a fingle fevere cafe 
where it was wanting. This wasa great difcharge from the nof- 
trils, which came on about the fifth day. This was at firft whitth, 
then yellow, but afterwards it became darker, with.a moft into 
lerable fetor. ‘This moft offenfive difcharge accompanied all the 
reft of the diforder, where it terminated fatally. About the feventh 
day the pulfe, which had hitherto kept up tolerably, funk entirely ; 
. their underftanding alfo totally deferted the patients. They now 
lay a miferable {peftacle of fuffering humanity, breathing with 
labour through their mouth, which remained wide open, and 
which, together with their teeth and lips, became gradually covered 
with a black dry fur. The icarlet eruption did not decline at the 
time I remarked in ‘my former treatife, but remamed until the 
eighth or ninth day, when it gradually gave way to that purple 
appearance refembling a perfon chilled wih froft, which. is often 
feen in the end of typhus, and which is a fure forerunner of de- 
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firuclion. “This, however, at the fwft changed to a blue or livid 
colcur, efpecially about the throat; the tumors fubfided, but not 
totally difappearing, whilft life remained. “The fatal period was ~ 
about the tenth day in thofe cafes which went on by the gradations | 
juft mentioned, the patient furviving without pulfe or fenfes a 
jonger time than is yfoal in fevers of almoft any kind. 
. Although the tenth day has been mentioned asa not uncom- 
mon period of fatality, which, | beleve few furvived who did not 
recover, yet in fome it run through all its flages with much more 
rapidity, killing fo early as even the fourth day. But it feemed 
raore proper to-defcribe the tedious cafes, as they {hewed the gra- 
dations et the difeafe more diftin@ly. The rapid cafes alfo feemed 
to differ from them -in nothing but in the quicknels with which 
they went through the various ftages. 7 peuie es 
“ It may feem furprifing that nothing has been faid about the 
infide of the throat. The fact is, the patients complained little, 
and but little, of pain there in the beginning, and in a few days 
even this was no more heard of. Deglutition was throughout 
fearcely, if at all, impeded. As to ocular examination of it; in 
the favourable cafes 1 could perceive little amifs, and in the others 
I was deterred from fo dangerous an experiment by the great at- 
tendant fetor.”? -- E | . | 
The doctor declines laying down a method of cure for fo de- 
plorable a malady, from a thorough conviction that there is little 
to be done in fuch ca‘es. Nor has he yet found any candid prac- 
titioner who 1s more fanguine as to the extreme cafes of it, for as 
to flight cafes, they recovered under every kind of management. 
“ Bur,” fays the do€tor, “ although I cannot fay what cured 
it, I can, I fear too decidedly, point out what did not. | 
“« Ever fince the angina fliewed fuch malignity in the years 
immediately fucceeding the great froft of 1739-40, it has been the 
too conftant practice to have recourfe to Peruvian bark and 
cordtals in all cafes of fore throat. As to the bark, both in this 
diforder and in typhus, or any other fever, I think it feldom fer- 
viceable where the tongue and lips are dry and dark coloured, and — 
the teeth covered with a black fur. Nay, where there ‘has only 
been a drynefs. of thefe parts, I have fometimes feen the ufe of 
the bark {peedily produce that black furring, which is’ ever fo 
bad a figu, and which the common people denominate the black 
thruth. Lhope I fhali not be underftood here to depreciate the bark, 
many other cafes, wherevit has been recommended, than in thofe 
before mentioned. Few, [ believe, hold that medicine in higher 
eftimation than myfelf, but in proportion as.a remedy may pro- 
duce excellent affects, when adminiftered with judgment, fo may’ _ 
it be pernicious if givenimproperly. What has been faid of this: 
remedy in the above-ftated cafes, may, perhaps, be extended in 
them to wine and cordials,. But howfoever the cafe may be in 
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other diforders, I am convinced. that, in that particularly now 
treated of, thefe remedies produced no falutary effet. The fame 
may be faid of blifters and other ftimulants, though [have heard 
them praifed by fome becaufe they had been ufed in cafes, which 
being flight, the patients recovered, and would have done fo, had 
any other method been followed, I had bat one opportunity of 
trying the vitriolic acid, which was on a patient whom I faw firkt 
only on the fifth day of the difeafe, and whofe fituation gave me, 
atthe very firft view, a moft unfavourable idea of its exit. This, 
therefore, terminating fatally, would {carcely deter me from its 
ufe; but from an attentive confideration of the fymptoms, fo 
very different from the fcarlatina formerly defcribed by me, f 
mutt own myfelf not at all prepoffeffed in favour of this acid ina 
difeate of the prefent complexion. The antiphlogiftic regimen, 
and bleeding, [ have likewife heard were tried with no better 
fuccefs. Butasto this I muft remark, that the information came 
from a perfon on whofe -talent for obfervation much reliance 
could not be placed, which in ‘medical matters L account to be of 
the higheft importance : without doubt, at the clofe of the dif. 
temper, fuch methods would be highly improper, but that they 
were fo in the beginning, in all circumftances and degrees, feems 
to me not fo clear or probable. 

“* Having ftated the bad fuceefs of thefe methods of treatment, 
it may be afked what method ought to be followed. To thee- 
rifts, indeed, the anfwer might be impoffible, who having dreffed 
up the old doctrine of ftri€tum et lexum, under the new fangled . 
names of a'ony and {pafm, excitement and collapfe, &c. fee no- 
thing in all medicine but the application of two general rales, 

* An experienced and diligent practitioner will however fee that 
there are ftill left untried many of the moft powerful articles of 
the materia medica ; I fhall only fay, that from experience I can 
venture to recommend nothing, and that whatever means are 
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ufed muft be prompt and powerful.” 


Genus XXXII. URTICARIA. 
Nettie-Rasn, 


Febris urticata, Vog. 40. 

Uredo, Lin. 8. bt .gid 

Purpura urticata, Funck. 75. : 

Searlatina urticata, Sauv. {p. 2. g 

Eryfipelatis fpecies altera, Sydenham, fect. vi. cap. 6.” 

Febris fearlatina, et febris urticata, A/ey/erey, Mal. des armées, 
291 et feq. ui ok oem 
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1. Defeription.| This difeafe has its Englith name from the 
yefemblance of its eruption to that made of the ftinging of net= 
tles. Thefe little elevations upon the fkin in the nettle-rafh often 
appear inftantancoufly, efpecially if the fkin be rubbed or feratched; 
and feldom ftay many hours in the fame place; and fometimes. 
not many minutes. ; No part of the body is exempt from them ;. 
and where many of them rife together, and continue an hour or 
two, the parts are often confiderably {welled ; and which particu- 
larly happens in the face, arms, and hands. Thefe eruptions will 
continue to infeft the fkin, fometimes in one place and fometimes 
in another, for one or two hours ata time, two or three times - 
every day, or perhaps for the preateft part of the twenty-four 
hours.—In fome perfons they laft only a few days, in others many 
months ; nay fometimes the difeafe has lafted for years with very 
fhort intervals. iz 

But though the eruption of the urticaria refembles, as already 
obferved, that produced by the ftinging of nettles, it is fometimes 
accompanied with long weals, as if the part had been ftruck 
with a whip. Whatever be the fhape of thefe eminences, they 
always appear folid, without having any cavity or head contain 
mg either water or any other liquor : and this affords an eafy mark 
whereby this difeafe may be diftinguifhed from the itch. For it 
often happens, that the infufferable itching with which this erup= 
tion is attended, provokes the patient to {cratch the parts fo vio- 
lently, that a fmall part of the cuticle on the top of thefe little 
tumors is rubbed off ; a little {cab fucceeds ; and, when the fwells 
ing is gone down, there is left an appearance hardly to be dif= 
tinguifhed from the itch, but by the circumftance juft now men 
tioned. The nettle-rath alfo further differs from the itch, in not 
being inf:Ctious. 

2. Caufes, &c.] Dr. Heberden is inclined to afcribe this dif- 
eafe to fome mechanical caufe outwardly appliedto the fkin. He 
obferves, that moft people fuffer in a fimilar manner from the real 
flinging of nettles. Cowhage, a fort of phafeolus, or French 
bean, the pod of which is covered over with a kind of down or 
hair, and the effeét of which upon the fkin is much the fame as 
that of the nettles; and almoft any hairs cut equally fhort, and 
fprinkled upon the fkin, whenever they happen to ftick in if 
will make the part itch or {mart in fuch a manner as to give great 
pneafinefs; itis alfo a confiderabie time before the {kin can bé 
¢leared of the finer ones, when once they are ftrewed upon ifs 

Reaumur, in the fourth memoir of his hiftory of Infects, des 
{cribes a fpecies of caterpillar, to which belong a fort of hairs 
almoft invilible to the naked eye, which are eafily detached; and 
frequently float in the air round their neft, though it have not 
been at all difturbed. The touch of thefe/hairs has a fimilaf 
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effe&t with the cowhage ; that is, they occafion intolerable itch- 
ings, with little bumps and rednefs, arifing fometimes to a flight 
inflammation. Thefe he found would continue four or five daysy. 
if the animal or the neft had been much handled; and though 
they had not been touched at all, yet, by only walking’ near their - 
nefts, the fame effects would be brought on, but for a fhorter 
time. Thefe hairs affect the fkin in this manner by fticking in 
it, as he could perceive with a glafs of a great megnilying power; 
for with one of a {mall power they are not vifible. The uneafy 
fenfations caufed by thefe {mall wounds, not only, as he fays, 
laft feveraldiys, but move from one part of the body to another ; 
fo that they will ceafe upon one wrift, and immediately begin on 
the other; from the wrift they will go to the fingers or face, or — 
even to the parts of the body that are covered. He fuppofes, that 
the motion of the body, when much of this fine down lies near 
or upon the fkin, may drive it from one part to another, or change __ 
what was lying there inoffenfively to a fituation fit to make it — 
penetrate into the fkin. «Neither cold water, nor oil, nor {pirit 
of wine, with which the parts affeCted were bathed, had any ef- ~ 
fect in removing the itching. He thinks the moft efficacious re= 
medy which he tried for this complaint was, to rub the parts 
ftrongly. with parfley, which inftantly leffened the fenfations, and 
after’ two or three hours, entirelv freed the patient from them. 
It is alfo well. known that many fpecies of caterpillars, by only » 
_ walking over the hands, will produce fomething like this feet on 
the parts which they touch, and undoubtedly from the fame 
caufe. 


Dr. Heberden afks, Is it impoffible that the nettle-rath thould 


arife from the fame caufes, or from others fimilar, which we mifs ~~ | 


by looking too deeply for them in the blood and humours? Such 
(fays he) may have been its origin in fome inftances, where it has 
lafted only a few days ; but where this atfection has continued for 
fome years, in perfons who change their linen every day, and 
who bathe frequently all the time, it can hardly be afcribed to 
fuch an external caufe. He has obferved it frequently to arife 
from cantharides; but though it has continued many weeks after 
the removal of the blifter, yet it might be fufpecled that this arofe 
from the fine fpicule of the cantharides fticking-all this time about 
the fkin; it being cuftomary to ftrew much of the dry powder 
of the cantharides over the blifter-plafter, whence it may readily 
be carried to other parts of the body. But it is certain that fimilar 
effects will fometimes follow the internal ule of wild valerian 
root, or the eating of fifh not fufficiently dreffed ; mufcles, fhrimps, 
and even honey, and the kernels of fruit, will alfo fometimes 
produce {ymptoms of a fimilar kind. But whatever be its caufe, 
Dr. Heberden never faw any reafon to fuppofe that the nettle- 
rafh had in any way vitiated the humoyrs to fuch a degree as ta 
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require the ufe of internal remedies; and if the itching ectld: be 
certainly and expeditioufly allayed,. there would bemno eecafion — 
for any fartherccure. He concludes ihis hiftory of the diforder 
with a cafe communicated to him by Dr. Montey, phyfician of 
Chelfea-college, and in which the difeafe appeared with un- 
common violeiice. 

W. A. aged near 30, of a thin fpare habit, was feized with a | 
diforder attended with fymptoms of a very uncommon kind. 
Whenever he went into the air, if the fun thined bright, he was 
feized with a tickling of his fefh on thofe parts expofed to the fun : 
this tickling, by his continuing in the air, increafed to 4 violent 
itching, attended with great heat and pain: the fkin would then 
be almoft as red as vermillion, and thicken like leather; and this: 
remained ‘till he went out of the open air, and then abated in 
about fifteen or twenty minutes. This happened only when the 
fan was above the horizon; at other times he was w..at he called 
guite well.—But it was not owing to the heat of the fun ; for the 
fun in winter affected him full as much, if not more, andthe heat - 
of the fre had no fuch efe. Thus he was confined to the 
houfe for ten years. He tried feveral hofpitals, and had advice 
from many phyficians, without the lealt abatement of his com- 
plaints. At laft it was agreed by a confultation of phyticians, 
that he fheuld try dipping in falt-water ; which he did at Yar- 
mouth for thirteen weeks, without any vifible amendment. _ One 
hot day, having pulled off his clothes and gone into the fea in the 
middle of the day, the heat diffufed itfelf fo violently all over his 
body, that, by the time he had put on his clothes, his eye-fight 
began to fail, and he was compelled to lie down upon the ground 
to fave himfelf from falling. The moment he lay down, the 
faintnefs went off: upon this he got up again ; but had no fooner 
arifen, than he found himfelf in the former condition: he there- 
fore laid down again, and immediately recovered. He continued 
alternately getting up and lying down, til the diforder began to 
be exhaufted, which was in about half an hour; and he was 
frequently obliged to have recourfe to the fame expedient. 

Having at lait accidentally met with Dr. Monfey, this phyfician 
queftioned him concerning the caufe of the diforder; but nothing 
could be gueffed at, excepting-that the patient owned he had_one 
winter lived entirely upon bullocks’ liver and porter, from inabi- 
lity to purchafe better victuals. A comrade lived with him at that 
time, on the fame provilions ; and he alfo was affected inafimilar _ 
manner, though ina lefs degree, and had recovered. ‘This pa« 
tient was then firft put upon a courfe of Dover’s {weating. pow-. 
der without any effect, and afterwards tried’ a courfe of nitrous 
ones with the fame bad*fuccefs. At laft Dr. Monfey determined 
to try the effect of mercury, which happily proved effectual in 
removing this obftinate and uncommon diftemper. ‘The patient 
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began with taking five grains of calomel for three nights running, 
and a cathartic next morning. In this courfe he went on for near 
-a fortnight, at the end of which he found himfelf very fenfibly 
relieved. This encouraged him to go on rather too boldly, by 
which means a flight falivation enfued ; however, that went off 
foon, and in about fix weeks he was quite well.—Some time after, 
he was threatened with a return of his diforder; but this was 
effectually relieved by a dofe of calomel, which he had afterwards 
occafion to repeat for the fame reafon, and with the fame fuccefs ; 
but at laft the diforder feemed to be radically cured, by his having 
no further fymptoms of a relapfe. 


Genus XXXIV. PEMPHIGUS. 
Pemphigus, Sauv. gen. 93. Sag, 291. 
Morta, Lin. 1. 
Febris bullofa, Vog. 4t. 
Pemphigus major, Sauv. fp. 1. 
Exanthemata ferofa, C. Pifon. Obf. 150. 
Febris pemphygodes, Ephem. Germ. D.I. A. vili. Obf. 56- 
Pemphigus caftrenfis, Sauv. fp. 2. ? 
Febres fyneches, cum veficulis per pectus et collum fparfis 
Morton. App. ad. Exerc. I. 
Pemphigus Helveticus, Sauv. fp. 3. Langhans, in Act. Helvet. 
vol. ii, p. 260. et in Befchreibung des Siementhals, Zurich, 
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This is a very rare difeafe, infomuch that Dr. Cullen never faw 
it but once. He declines taking the defcriptions of foreign phy- 
ficians; we fhall therefore content ourfelves with giving an 
inftance of this very uncommon diftemper, as it was obferved in 
the infirmary at Aberdeen, and was treated by the late Dr. David 
Stuart, then phyfician to that Hofpital, who’ foon after publifhed 
an account of it in the Edinburgh Medical Commentaries. A 
private foldier of the 73d regiment, aged eighteen years, formerly 
a pedlar, and naturally of a healthy conftitution, was received 
into the hofpital at Aberdeen on the 25th of April. About twenty ~ 
days before that, he had been feized with the meafles when in the | 
country ; and, in marching to town on the fecond day of their 
eruption, he was expofed to cold; upon which they fuddenly dif- 
appeared. 3 : | 
~ Having arrived at Aberdeen,’ he was quartered in a damp, ill- 
aired, under-ground apartment. He then complained of fick- 
nefs at ftomach, great oppreffion about the pracordia, head-ach, 
~ laffitude, and wearinefs, on the leaft exertion ; with ftiffnefs and 
tigidity of his knees and other joints. The furgeom of the regi= 
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ment vifited him: he was purged, but with little benefit. About 
ten days before, he obferved on the infide of his thighs a number 
of very finall, diflin@, red fpots, a littke elevated above the for-__ 
face of the fkin, and much refembling the firft appearance of 
fnall-pox. This eruption gradually fpread itfelf over his whole 
body, and the puftules continued every day to increafe in fize. 
Upon being received into the hofpital, he complained of head-- - 
ach, fieknefs at ftomach, oppreflion about the precordia, thirft, 
jore throat, with difficulty of fwallowing; his tongue was foul, 
his fkin felt hot and feverith ; pulfe from +16 to 120, rather de= 
preffed; belly coftive ; eyes dull and languid, but without delirium, 
The whole furface of the fkin was interfperfed with veficles, or 
phlyGtenz, of the fize of an ordinary walnut; many of them 
were larger, efpecially on the arms and breaft. In the interftices 
between the veficles, the appearance of the fkin was natural, nor 
‘was there any rednefs round their bafe; the dittance from one to 
another was from half an inch toa hand breadth or more. In 
foine places two or three were joined together, like the puftules 
in the confluent fmall-pox. A few veficles had bur(t of themfelves, 
and formed a whitifh fcab or cruft. ‘“Thefe were moftly on the 
neck and face; others fhewed a tolerably laudable pus. However, 
by far the greateft number were perfectly entire, turgid, and of a 
blueifh colour. Upon opening them, it was evident that the cu- 
ticle, elevated above the cutis and diftended with a thin, yellowifh, 
femi-pellucid ferum, formed this appearance. Nor was the fur- 
face of the cutis ulcerated or hvid; but of a red florid colour, as 
when the cuticle is feparated by a blifter or fuperficial burning. No 
other perfon laboured under a fimilar difeafe, either in the part of the 
-country from which he came, or where he refided in Aberdeen, 
This cafe was treated in the following manner. The largeft — 
of the veficles were fnipped, and dreffed with unguent. e lap. ca- 
laminar. In the evening he was vomited with a folution of tartar 
emetic, given in fmall quantities and at intervals. ‘This alfo pro- 
cured two loofe ftools. And he was ordered for drink, water- 
_ gruel acidulated with lemon-juice. | | . 
“ Apil16. He ftill complained of ficknefs, fome oppreffion 
about his breaft, and fore throat; he had flept little during the 
night ; his tongue was foul and blackifh; his fkin, however, was _ 
not fo hot as the preceding day ; his urine was high-coloured, but 
had the appearance of fuppuration ; his pulfe go, and foft ; moft of 
the fores on the trunk of the body looked clean. Others, particu- 
Jarly where the veficles were confluent, feemed beginning to ulcer-= 
ate, and to have-a blueifh fub-livid appearance. They were dreffed 
afreth with cerate, and he was ordered the followinz medicines : 
(No 183.) BR Deco&. Cinchonz, Zvi. | 
| Vini rubr. Lufitan. Zit, =M. 
Hujus mixture capiat $if%. tertia quaque hora. 
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Fis acidulated drink was continued; and on account of the 
very offenfive fmell on approaching near him, fome vinegar was 
placed in’a bafin before the bed, and iprinkled on the floor; and 
the room was kept properly aired, 

“ April 17. His fores looked tolerably clean, unlefs on his arms 
and thighs ; where they were livid, -and a livle ulcerated, and dif- 
charged a bloody ichor. 

« His headach, ficknefs, &c. were moftly gone; his tongue was 
rather cleaner ; pulfe 68, and foft. As the decoétion of the bark 
fat eafily on his ftomach, the following prefcription was of- 
dered. : ; 

(No. 184.) B Pulv. Cinchone, 3 

Vini rubri. Lufitan. 

Aque fontan. aa 3fs.. we 

M. fiat Hauft. tertia quaque hora repetend. 
The acidulated drink was continued, and frefh dreffings applied to 
the fores.. | | ie : 
 April18. The little ulcers in his arms and thighs ftill dif- 

charged a bloody ichor, and looked ill; his other complaints were 
better; pulfe 82. The bark had not naufeated him, ‘and it was 
continued as well as his former drink. 

“ April 1g. His fores looked much cleaner and better; the 
fever was gone, his pulfe natural, and he had no complaint but 
weaknefs, and a troublefome itching of the fkin: the Peruvian 
bark, &c. were continued. _ | 

« April 20. Some of the ulcers ftill poured forth a bloody 
ichor ; moft of them, however, looked well and had begun to 
heal—fever gone—merlicines continued. 

“ From the 21ft of April, he went on gaining ftrength, and 
his fores appeared to heal faft; he was defired to take only four 
dofes every day ; and by the 27th his fores, &c. were totally dried 
up—he had no complaint, and was difmiffed cured.”’ _ 

Since the publication of this cafe of pemphigus by Dr. Stuart, 
obfervations on this difeafe have been publifhed by Dr. Stephen 
Dickfon, of Dublin, in the Tranfactions of. the Royal Irifh 
Academy. In thefe obfervations, an account is given of fix dif- 
ferent cafes which Dr. Dickfon had an opportunity of feeing. 
Judging from thefe, Dr. Dickfon thinks that Dr. Cullen’s defini< _ 
tion of the difeafe requires ecrrection ; and that it ought to be 
defined, “ a fever accompanied with the fucceflive eruption, from 
different parts of the body, internal as well as external, of veficles 
about the fize of an almond, which become turgid:with a faintly 
yellowifh ferum, and in three or. four days {ubiuies ss 5 ue 

From the cafes which have fallen under Dr. Dickfon’s obferva- 
tion he concludes that the difeafe varies confiderably as to its mild- 
nefs or malignity. In three of the cafes which he has feen, thle 
fymptoms were extremely mild, but in the other three itrong: 
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{ymptoms of putrefcency were manifefted, and the life event of | 
the patient was in great danger. With refpect to the method of 
cure, he is of opinion; that the general fymptoms of weaknefs, 
and tendency to putrefaétion, obvioufly point out the proper — 
treatment. Nourifhment mutt be fupplied, and the Peruvian bark 
and wine carefully adminiftered ; and when veficles appear on in- 
ternal parts, irritation muft be guarded againft by opiates, demul- 
cents, and gentle laxatives. 

Some fubfequent obfervations on pemphigus were publifhed in 
the London Medical Journal by Mr. Thomas Chriftie. From a 
cafe which Mr. Chriftie defcribes, he is difpofed to agree with Dr. 
Dickfon in thinking that, fometimes at leaft, pemphigus is not 
contagious. He remarks, however, thatthe pemphigus defcribed — 
by fome foreign writers was extremely infectious ; circumftances 
which he thinks may lead to a divifion of the difeafe into thefe two 

‘fpecies, the pemphigus fimplex and complicatus; both of which, — 
but efpecially the laft, feem to vary much with refpect to mildnefs 
and malignity. ok St ae 

In the Memoirs of the Medical Society of London, we find . 
the following hiftory of a cafe of pemphigus, by Mr. Gaithkel, 
furgeon at Rotherhithe, which we think a fuitable addition to 
this article. | : } 

« John Thompfon, aged 44, of the fanguine temperament, 
but remarkably healthy, after fweating profufely with hard labour, 
was attacked on the night of Auguft the rath, with a fenfation 
of prickling in the fkin ; particularly, on the breaft and neck, in- 
fide of the arms, legs, andthighs. “his was fucceeded by feveral | 
fmall veficles, about the fize of peas, diftended with a pellucid 
ferum : thefe extended themfelves in all directions, and in three 
days’ acquired their greatef{ magnitude. ne i 
“© Their fhapes were various, fome being-round, others oval ; 
the long axis of many being more than an inch, In_ this {tate 
they remained ftationary ; but changed their colour to a pale 
yellow : continued near a week, and thew burft. A few of the 
dargeft gave a flight fenfe of fcalding, but no inflammation, the 

intermediate {kin being quite pale. <5 a 
_ & There was a fucceffion of crops from Auguft the rath, till 

“September the sth; the number amounting to more than two 
hundred: though the affection of the fkin was general, there was 

“no fever, fo that medicine feemed to be ufelefs, excepting a pla- 

-cebo to amufe the mind, and fome mild ointment, after fnipping 

he bladders, to prevent the irritation of expofure. Under this: 
treatment they healed rapidly, the cuticle difquamating. The 

“fkin having now loft the veficular tendency, the man went to 

“work, and remains well in his old occupation of drayman and 
hoftler,’” | : Bia . ; ‘4 
Mr, Gaitfkell makes the following remarks on this cafe; 
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« The cafe which I have defcribed,’’ fays he, “ is the pemphr- 


gus major, an uncommon difeafe, and, in this inftance, not en- 
titled to be claffed in the exanthemata febrilia of our two great 
nofologifts, Cullen and Sauvages. The latter defines it § erup~ 
tio phly@tenarum avellanee circicer magnitudinem fero diluto flavo 
turgidarum *.’ And _ this definition under the head Impetigines, 
would be agreeable to truth, if we admit that there be two 
kinds, acute and chronic; the firlt attended with fever, the 
latter without ; of which, in my opinion, there is not a doubt. 

« In other exanthemata, as eryfipelas, and urticaria, we have 
two kinds, one acute, the other chronic: the fame obtains in 
pemphigus. Of the latcer I have met with but two inftances, of 
the former none. One is the cafeI have related, the other at the 
Edinburgh infirmary, under Dr. Gregory. . This was a woman, 
aged 26, who had it very generally, even to the paffing into her 
mouth, down the oefophagus, and through the whole track of 
the inteftinal canal, but yet unattended with fever. lt was pre- 
ceded by haematemetis and amenorrhoea, and-was her fourth at- 
tack. ‘There are two chronic cafes mentioned by Sauvages, but 
five where fever made a part; alfo, one well-defcribed cafe, with 
eruptive fever, by my ingenious friend, Dr. Stephen Dickfon, 
in the Tranfa@tions of the Royal Inth Academy, for the year 
1787. Therefore, I think, there will be. great propriety in 
placing that with fever, among the exanthematice of Cullen and 
Sauvages, and the chronic, among impetigines, or vitia externa, 
with this definition of Linnzeus, “ Veticula ferofa, diftenta, pel- 
ucida, bafi inflammata, rupta dolens +.”’ 

« With refpect to Dr. Cullen, he declares but once having 
feen a cafe of pemphigus, and that was thewn him by Dr. Home; 
bat it-was not faid whether with fever or without; and this was 
pofterior to his laft publications: however, as the doctor has read 
all that is written on the difeafe, and, in his fynopfis, has made it 
coutagious, and the veiicles to appear on the firft, fecond, or 
third day, we fhall fee that. this is liable to objections. . In the 
febrile cafe of Dr. Dickfon, new veticles appeared every day for 
more than a fortnight and, in the two cates which fell under 
my cognizance, they appeared in fucceffion for more than three 
weeks. In the next place it has never yet proved, contagious, elfe 
why does it not multiply itielf like other contagions t qnftead of 
which, there are very experienced men who have never feen it, 
and others, but a folitary cafe or fo. To prove with more cer- 
tainty its uninfetious nature, 1 fubmitted to the experiment of 
- moculation, but without being infected; therefore have reafon 
o conclude, that it is not contagious, and that limiting the erup- 


& Vide Sauvages, Clafs II]. 0.1. Exanthematice. Gen. II. 
+ Vide Nofolog. Meth. Linnzi, Clafs XI. Vitia. Gen. 274. 
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tion to a period of three days, and making it contagious, is not 
agreeable to experience. 7 | { 
«© T have mentioned the occurrence of pemphigus, in the fame 
patient, four different times :—this is a curious fact, and fhews a 
ftrong conftitutional tendency; which inftead of being altered by 
the action of the difeafe, as happens in variolous and morbillous 
inflammation, only modified the fkin to renew it again. There- 
fore it fhews no affinity with thefe difeafes, but great alliance 
with other chronic eruptions, as erythema, nettle-rafh, and 
fhingles, which, inftead of deftroying the fkin’s fufceptibility, 
only increafe its readinefs to produce it. ‘This, by analogy, may | 
be transferred to other cutaneous affections which are apt to- 
relapfe, and, perhaps, with great propriety to pemphigus. 
“ With refpedt to the caufe of veficular eruptions, it is diffi- 
cult to be traced; probably fome unknown ftate of the atmo-— 
fphere, by ftimulating the extremities of the exhalent arteries, 
combined with ftrong cutaneous fufceptibility, may produce a 
new modification of aétion, and caufe the phenomena recited. 
We have many inftances where the natural actions of parts are fo 
altered by a variety of internal as well as external caufes, 
which we are unacquainted with, but know to exift by therr ef- - 
feéts, that my conjecture is not quite improbable. That an al- 
‘teration of action will give a variety of phenomena, we have the 
‘cleareft proof; for in the hydrophobic, cancerous, fyphilitic, va- 
riolous, and morbillous inflammations, the mildeft fluids are. aC- 7 
tually changed into animal poifons, and all this by fome fpecific 
action induced upon the veflels which they pafs through. This” 
being granted, it may reafonably be employed to explain many Cutas 
neous appearances, which can never be comprehended under the 
commen idea of general acrimony, or particular ferments. The 
phenomena of fmall-pox are explained upon the principle of a 
ferment, and that of meafles upon an acrimony of the bloo!, but 
with what propriety I will now leave to be judged. The fame 
was fuppofed to occur in fyphilis, till the ingenious Mr. Hunter 
proved it erroneous, and that fyphilitic blood would not infedt, 
however violent the fpecific difeafe was. Why in {mall-pox and_ 
meafles the folids thould be fo altered, as to be rendered incapable 
of producing their {pecific fymptoms more than once, while others | 
retain a latent fufceptibility to recur again, is beyond my ability to 
explain, and, therefore, I fhall leave it unattempted, ~ 

“« My opinion of pemphigus therefore is this, that it is fome- 
times acute, and fometimes chronic; the former being conttantly 
attended with fever, the latter as conftantly without; thatin nei- 
ther cafe it is an ecrimonious, or contagious matter, thrown off 
from the blood; but pure ferum, fecreted by the cutaneous ex- 
halent arteries; and if acrimony exifts, muft be attrikused to the 
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aétion of the veffels it pafles through. This takes place in ca- 
tarrh, where the mild mucus of the noftrils and trachea is changed 
intoa ftimulating ichor ; and in purulent ulcers, we have inftances 
of the mildeft matter being rendered corrofive, by local irritations: 
—enough to explain the origin of acrimony. 

«© I was induced by curiofity to examine the Auid contained in 
the veficles, and fee whether it poffefied any outward figns of 
ftimulating powers, but found it fimilar to the ferum of blood, 
only much lefs faline, and lefs faturated with coagulable lymph. 
Of a pale yellow colour, but quite tranfparent, and flippery be- 
tween the fingers, like a thin folution of gum-arabic. It was 
alfo infipid and inodorous. A quantity collected in four different 
vials was expo!ed to the action of three concentrated mineral acids, 
and rectified fpirit of wine. With each it was decompofed, the. 
coagulable matter feparating in the form of white flakes: the 
fame happened to the ferum of blood; but more coagulum. ‘The 
proportion of coagulum in the veficular ‘liquor was two grains in 
thirty-two.—In fome of the veficles of five days, the coagulable 
lymph had feparated fpontaneouily, two thirds of the liquor being 
thin, the remainder adhering to the fecreting furface, tremulous 
like jelly. In a few days this was abforbed, and new cuticle 
piehet its place, the old one falling off in the form of brown 

ales.”” 

Mr. Gaitfkel thinks, with refpe& to the cure, when it is of the 
chronic kind, that the moft mild oiatments are all that is neceflary ; 
but if of the acute kind, the principal attention, he fays, muft 
be paid to the fever ; yet, not neglecting the local remedies. In 
moft cafes, attended with fever, there has been great debility, and ~ 
bark with wine have been liberally required; but fometimes it 
has been more inflammatory, in which cafe bleeding has been em- 
ployed with advantage, This, however, muft be left to the dif- 
cretion of the practioner. When it happens that the veficles 
enter the mouth and alimentary canal, the patient muft be fup- 
ported by clyfters of broth or milk, ull the ftomach is fitted to 
receive tood; and tonics muft be had recourfe to afterwards, to 
complete the cure. : 

As faéts are greatly wanted to. convey am adequate knowledge 
of this difeafe, we fhall add another gi of pemphigus, by Mr. 
Upton, a practitioner in London. 

Mrs. D , aged thirty-four years, rather of a delicate 
conftitution, on the 22d of November, 1787, complained of a 
confiderable itching and uneafy fenfation on different parts of the 
furface of her body; and onthe fame evening, three large velicles, 
containing a ferous fluid (fome of which were as large as the 
fe€tion of a lemon), appeared upon her left hand and arm, at- 
tended with fome tumefaétion of the fubjacent parts, and much 
pain. ‘The heat of the body, pulfe, and appearance of the tongue, 
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were natural. Upon difcharging the fluid from the blifters, the 
- pain became eafier, and by the ufe of emollient applications, the 
fymptoms difappeared. She was four months gone with child, and 
previous to this attack, had fuffered much fatigue both of body 
and mind, which brought on Janguor, a bad appetite, head-ach, 
profufe uterine hemorrhage, and much confequent debility ; from 
this ftate fhe’ was recovering when this cuticular affection took 
place. On the 23d of the fame month, a freth crop of velicles 
appeared upon the arm and cheft, attended with heat, quick pulfe, 
and a gteat dejection of fpirits. Bleeding, a fpare regimen, and 
a cooling plan, were ufed till the 26th, when her pulfe was much 
quickened, her ftrength diminifhed, and the had no fleep during 
the whole time. . By further medical advice a more generous diet 
and an opiate were directed. | Y 

On the 27th the fymptoms being increafed, a blifter was applied 
between the fhoulders. __ 

On the 28th fhe was much relieved} and in better fpirits: fhe 
- Continued in this manner with little alteration; except a veficle 
appearing now and then, on different parts, until | 

“ December 1, when fhe complained of forenefs in her throat, - 
extending to the ftomach, with depraved tafte, and difficulty in 
fwallowing her food: fhe had great languor, not ‘much increafe 
of bodily heat, but had a pain of the ftomach and bowels on ex- 
ternal preflure. She was ordered the bark with a nutritious diet; 
which plan was continued until near the middle of the month, 
when fhe had a gradual but flow re-eftablifhment of her health. 
In the latter ftage of her pregnancy the appeared uncommonly 
large in her body, and had fwelled legs, with a {fcarcity of urine. 
During labour, and previous to the rupture of the membranes, a 
confiderable quantity of water was difcharged from the uterus ; 
likewife the child, after birth, vomited a great deal of the fame 
fluid, and had its whole fkin ina ftate of cedema. © Sauvages gives 
a hiftory of this difeafe under the ttle of Pemphigus major; but 
does not mention its ever attacking the alimentary canal. 

“ T once before,” fays Mr. Upton, « faw a cafe of this kind at 
Edinburgh, under the care of Dr. Gregory, where the patient 
had it in a fevere manner both externally and internally, and had 
been affliGed with it once before.—Both times it was preceded by 
a vomiting of blood. The veficles, putting ona gangrenous ap-= 
pearance, led the do€tor to order the bark and wine freely ; but 
fhe could not ufe them in any large quantity, becaufe of a fore- _ 
nefs in her throat, which grew daily worfe, until the was obliged 
to be nourithed feveral days by clyfters, and take opiates: after 
which the gradually recovered. hist 

“© We have here two cafes of a fingular difeafe, not frequently 
occurring, nor fatal, nor dificult of cure, viz. an external vefi- 
cation of the fkin with fever, and an uncommon languor .and 
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lownefs of fpirits, arifing in a convalefcent, or previous debilitated 

habit ; and 1 am of opinion that the application. of blifters at dif- 

ferent intervals will relieve this languor and lownefs in a manner 

fimilar to their effects in miliary fever, as we'l as prove a necel- 

fary anticipation of nature’s operation in forming veficles, which, 
on appearing always relieved the diforder.”” 


*% 


Genus XXXV: APHTHA. 
The THRUsH. 


Aphtha, Sauv. gen. 100. Lin. g.. Sag, 298. Boerh, 978. Hoffin. 


II. 478. Funck. 137. 
Febris aphthofa, Vog. 44. 


The only idiopathic fpecies is the thruth to which infants are 
fubje&t ; (Aphtha le€tucimen, Sauv. fp. a.) 


1. Defeription.] Aphthz are whitith or afh-coloured puftules, 
invading the uvula, fauces, palate, tonfils, infide of the cheeks, 
gums, tongue, and lips. They, for the moft part, begin. at the 
uvula, fending forth a glutinous mucus, and the puftules covering 
all or the greateft number of the parts above mentioned with a 
thick whitith cruft adbering moft tenacioufly. The cruft does not 
induce an efchar on the parts on which it lies by eating into them, 
but comes off in whole pieces after the puftules have arrived at 
maturity. This wil often happen in a fhort time, fo that the 
throat and internal parts of the mouth are frequently obferved to 
be clean, which a few years before were wholly covered with white 
crufts, Neiher is this difeafe confined to the throat and fauces, 
but is faid to affeét the cefophagus, ftomach, and ail parts of the 
alimentary canal. Of this, however, there is no other proof, than 
that, afier a great difficulty of fwallowing, there is fometimes an 
immenfe quantity of aphthe evacuated by fool and vomiting, fuch 
as the mouth could not be thought capable of containing. | 

2. Caufes, &c.| The aphthofe fever feems to be produced by 
cold and moifture, as it is found only in the northern countries, 
and efpecially in marfhy places ; and in them the aphthz often ap- 
pear without any fever at all. 

3. Prognofis.| There is no fymptom by which the coming of 
aphthz can be foretold, though they are common in many fevers ; 
but they themfelves are in general a bad fymptom, and always 
fignify a very tedious diforder: the danger denoted by them is in 
proportion to the difficulty of deglutition, anda diarrhoea accom~ 
panying them is likewife bad. This indeed generally carries off | 
old people when they become affected with aphthe. The dark- 
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‘coloured aphthz are alfo much more dangerous than fuch as are- 
of a brown or afh colour ; but it is a good fign when the appetite 
returns, and the dark-coloured ones are fucceeded by others of a 
whiter colour. Neither are thofe which are unaccompanied with 
fever fo dangerous as the other kind. ; 

4- Cure.] As aphthe are feldom a primary difeafe, we mutt 
generally endeavour to remove the diforder upon which they de- 
‘pend, after which they will fall off; but in the mean time we are 
not to neglect applications to the aphthe themfelves, fuch as the 
detergent gargles (No. 73.) or (No. 74.), or either of the following 
from the Pharmacopceia of Guy’s Hofpital: 

(No. 185.) B Boracis in pulv. trit. Zi. 

His ibs Aque rofe 3vj. | 

Mellis Rofze 3}. 
Fiat Gargarifma. 
(No. 186.) B Decoéti hordei 3xiv. 
hie Mellis rofe Zi. 
Acid. vitriol. dilut. 3ifs. 
Fiat Gargarifma. 

Or the Linimentum e Borace of St. Thomas’s may be now and 
then applied. ; : 
(No. 187.) B Ol. Amygdal. 3). 

Vitellum ovi unius. 
Boracis pulverati 3}. 
Mifce fiat Linimentum. ! | | 

Where any of thefe are applied to the mouths of infants of 
very tender age, a proportionable diminution muft be made in the 
ftimulating ingredients included in their compofition. 


Orver IV. HAMORRHAGLZ. 

H2MORRHAGIES. Kaui 
Hemorrhagiz, Vog. Clafs II. Ord. 1. Hoffm. Il. 194. Funek. 5. 
Sanguifluxus, Sawv. Clafs IX. Ord. I. Sag. Clafs V. Ord. I. 

Genus XXXVI. EPISTAXIS. 
BLEEDING AT THE Nose. 

Hemorrhagia, Sauv. gen. 239. Lin. 173. Sag. gen. 174, 
Hemorrhagia narium, Hoffm. Il. 196. Funck. 6. 
Hyemorrhagia plethorica, Sauv. fp. 2. Hofm. Il. 198. 


The other fpecies enumerated by authors are all fymptomatic., 
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1. Defcription.) The milder fpecies of this hemorrhagy comes 
on more frequently in fummer than in winter, and for the moft 
part without giving any warning, or being attended with any in- 
convenience; but the lefs benign kind is preceded by feveral re- 
markable fymptoms. ‘Thefe are, congeftions of the blood, fome- 
times in one part, and fometimes in another, and which are often 
very troublefgme in the fides of the head; there is a rednefs of 
the cheeks ; aninflation of the face, and of the veffels of the 
neck and temples; a tivaitus aurium 3; a heavy pain of the eyes, 
with a prominence, drynefs, and {parks ; therg is a vertiginous 
affection of the head, with an itching of the noftrils, and a fenie 
of weight, efpecially about the root of the nofe. In fome the 
jleep is difturbed with dreams about blood, fire, &c. Frequently 
' the belly is coftive ; there is a diminution of the quantity of urine, 
a i{uppreffion of fweat, coldnefs of the lower extremities, and 
tenfion of the hypochondria, efpecially the right one. | 

2. Caufes, &c.] This hemorrhagy may occur at any time of 
life ; but moft commonly happens to young perfons, owing to 
the peculiar ftate of the fyftem at that time. Sometimes, how- 
ever, it happens after the axy, and during the ftate of man- 
hood ; at which time it is to be imputed to a plethoric ftate of the 
fyftem ; to a determination of the blood, by habit, to the veffels” 
of the.nofe ; or to the particular weaknefs of thofe veffels. 

In all thefe cafes the difeafe may be confidered as an arterial 
hemorrhagy, and depending upon an arterial plethora; but it - 
fometimes occurs in the decline of life, and may then be confi- 
dered as the fign of a venous plethora in the veffels of the head. 
It often happens at any period of life in certain febrile difeafes, _ 
which are altogether or partly of an inflammatory nature, and 
which fhew a particular determination of the bleod to the veffels 
of the head. As, by this evacuation, other difeafes are often re- 
moved, it may on thefe occafions be deemed truly critical. It 
happens to perfons of every conftitution and temperament; but 
moitt frequently to the plethoric and fanguine, and more commonly 
to men than women. | 3 

3. Prognofis.} In young people the bieeding at the nofe may be 
confidered as a flight difeafe, and. fcarce worth notice. But, even 
in young perfons, when it recurs very frequently, and in great 
quantity, it is alarming ; and is to be confidered as a mark of an 
arterial plethora, which in the decline of life may give the blood 
a determination to parts from which the hemorrhagy would be 
more dangerous. And this will require more particular attention 
as the marks of plethora and congeftion preceding the hamorrha- 
gy are more confiderable, and as the flowing of the blood is at- 
tended with a more confiderable degree of febrile diforder. ‘Thefe 
confquences are more efpecially to be dreaded, when the epiitaxis 
happens to perfons after their «xuy, returning frequently and 
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violently. Even’ in the decline of life, however, it may be confi- 
dered as in itfelf very falutary ; but at the fame time it 18 a mark — 
of a dangerous -ftate of the fy{tem, 7. e of a ftrong tendéncy toa 
venous plethora in the head, and it has aceordingly been often 
followed by apoplexy, palfy, &c: When it happens’ in febrile 
difeaies, and is in pretty largé ‘quantity, it may be generally con- 
fidered as cfitical’and falutary; but it is very apt to be too pro- 
futfe, and thus becomes-dangerous. It fometimes occurs during 
the eruptive fever of fome exanthemata, and is in fuch cafes 
fometimes falutary; but if thefe exanthemata- be ‘accompanied 
with any putrid difpofition, this hemorrhagy, as well as artificial 
‘blood-lettings,: may have a very bad tendency. | : 
' 4+ Cure.| The treatment in cafes of epiftaxis may be referred 
‘to two heads: 1/3 The treatment during the time of the dif- 
charge; and,’2dly, The treatment’ after the difcharge is ftopped, 
“with the view of preventing the return of it. During the former. 
of thefe periods itis neceflary,‘in the'firlt place, to confider whe- 
ther the difcharge fhould be left to its natural courfe, or flopped 
“by artificial means. In determining. this queftion, regard muft | 
‘be paid to the quantity’ of the difcharge, the appearance of the 
“blood, the conititution in which epHtaxis occurs, the former ha- 
bit of the patient, and the confequences which refult from the 
difcharge. When, from due confideration of théfe circum- 
flances, there is reafon to fear that further evacuation would be 
attended with bad confequences, though this difeafe has been ge- 
nerally thought very flight, it fhould feldom be left to the con- 
duct of nature; and in all cafes it fhould be moderated by keep- 
ing the patient in cool air, by giving cold drink, by keeping the 
body and head erect, by avoiding any blowing of the nofe, fpeak- 
ing, or other irritation; and if the blood has flowed for fome 
time, without fhewing any tendency to ftop,. we are to attempt 
the fuppreflion of the hemorrhagy, by prefling the noftril from 
which the blood flows; plugging it with lint, dipped in vinegar 
or a folution of alum, vitriolated zinc, or vitriolated iron; wafh- 
ing the face with cold water, or applying cold to fome other parts 
of the body. Thefe meafures Dr. Cullen’ judges to be proper 
even on the firft attacks, and im young perfons, where the difeafe — 
is the leaft hazardous: but they will itill be more ‘requifite if the 
difeafe frequently recurs without any external violence ; if the re- 
turns happen to perfons difpofed to a plethoric: habit ; and more 
particularly if the figns of plethora appear in the fymptomis pre- 
ceding the difcharge. © 1 
~ When the bleeding is fo profufe that the pulfe’ becomes weak 
and the face pale, every means mutt be ufed to put a ftop to it, 
and that whether the patient be young or old. Befides thofe me- 
thods above mentioned, ‘we muft ufe aftringents both internal and 
‘external ; ‘but the latter’ are the moft powerful, and the choice of 
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thefe may be left to the furgeon. ~The internal aftringents are in- 
deed immediately fuited to internal: bleedings, from the: cefophas 
gus, ftomach, primz vie, &c. in cafes where there is great weak- 
nefs of the veflels and. conftitutional> debility. They are either 
vegetable or foflil; but the vegetable-aftrin gents are feldom power- 
ful in the cure of any heemorrhagies except thofe of the alimentary 
canal. ‘The foffil aftringents: are more aétive,° but differ confi-~ 
derably in ftrength from one another. —The preparations of lead 
in this view are powerful; but cannot be employed on account 
of their pernicious qualities, unlefs in cafes of the utmoft danger. 
The common white lead, in the dofe of four or five grains, has 
been fuccefsfully given in hemorthagies of the alimentary canal*; 
but befides the deleterious qualities of this mineral, it is unde. | 
ferving of a preference over chalybeates, which are not only void 
of injury to the patient’s conftitution, but are fat more powerfully 
aftringent. ‘The tinétura ferri muriati may be given in dofes of 
twenty drops or more, and repeated every hour till the bleeding 
ceafes ; but this only in cafes where it may'be expected to-reach 
the bleeding veffel, and act asa topic; for otherwife it may 
quicken the ran laida, and do harm. Another fafe, and at the 
fame time powerful, aftringent is alum, which Dr. Saunders ad- 
minifters in the following way : mt 
(No. 188.) 3. Alumin in pulv. trit. gr. x.” 
Conf. rofee rub. 3}. 

_ Fiat Bolus bis terve indies fumendus. 

The vegetable aftringents the Doctor recommends in‘ hee= 
morrhagies of the prime. viz are the following : 

(No. 189.) B. Catechu in pulv. trit. 9}. 
Confect. opiat. gr. x. 
Confe&. aromat. q. s 
Fiat Bolus bis terve in die fumendus. 
{No. 190.) B Mitt. cretac. Zvi. 
Tin&. catech. vel 
‘Tint. kino 7fs. 
Confect. opiat. 3 : 
Mifce. : 3) | 
Dofis cochlearia duo vel tria, baealtnd prius VitrOe 
(No. 191.) B Elect, catecu (Pharm. Edin.) q. pl. 
Dofis a {crupulis duobus ad {erupulos quinque. 

Where accefs can be had to the mouth of the bleeding vef. 
fel, the A/um Lotion of St. Bartholomew’ S) applied o on lint, may 
fuffice. 

(No. 192.) Bo vifniniion in pulv. trit. gi. ALE age 
Aquz diftillatee aia 
Mifce fiat Lotio. 


If the alum be diffolved in vinegar, it will be fill more éffec- 
tual as a ftyptic, 
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For fupprefling this and fome other hzmorrhagies, many fu- 
perftitious remedies and charms have been ufed, and faid to have 
been employed with-fuccefs. This has probably been owing to 
the miftake of the by-{ftanders, who have fuppofed that the fpon- 
taneous ceffation of the hemorrhagy was owing to their filly re- 
medy. At the fame time, Dr. Cullen is of opinion, that fuch 
means have been accidentally ufeful, by impreffing the mind with 
horror or dread. Opiates have fometimes proved fuccefsful in 
removing hemorrhagies ; and when the fulnefs and inflammatory 
diathefis of the fyftem have been previoufly taken off by bleeding, 
they may, in Dr. Cullen’s opinion, be ufed with fafety and ad- 
vantage. Ligatures have been applied upon the limbs, for retard- 
ing the return of the venous blood from the extremities ; but their 
ufe feems to be ambiguous. In the cafe of profufe hemorrha- 
gies, no care is to be taken to prevent the patient from fainting, 
as this 1s often the moft certain means of {topping them; nor 
fhould coxdials or volatile remedies be ufed to reftore the patient, © 
as they quicken the impetus of the blood, and thus augment the 
hemorrhagy. : : ge 


Genus XXXVII. HMOPTYSIS. 
Serrtinc or Broop. 
Hemoptyfis, Sauv. gen. 240. Lin. 149. Vog. 84. Sag. gen. 
175- Funck. 8. ec aS 


Hemoptoe, Beerb. 1198. 
Sanguinis fluxus ex pulmonibus, Hofm. HU. 202. 


Sp. I. Hamorrrsis, from Plethora. 


Sp. HW. Hamorrysis, from External Violence 


Hzemoptyfis accidentalis, Sauv. fp. 1. 
Hemoptyfis habitualis, Savvy. fp. 2. 
Hemoptyfis traumatica, Savvy. fp, 12. 


Sp. III. Hzamorrysis, with Phihifis. 
Hemoptyfis phthifica, Sanv. {p. 9. Ot 


Hemoptyfis ex taberculo pulmonum, Sauv. fp. 10. 
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Sp. IV. The Calculus Hzmoprysis. 
Hemoptyfis calculofa, Sauv. fp. 14. : 
Sp. V. Lhe Vicarious HaMoptysis. 


Heemoptyfis catamenialis, Sawv. fp. 4.. 
Hemoptyfis periodica, Sauv. fp. 5. 


1. Defcription.) This hemorrhagy commonly begins with a 
fenfe of weight and anxiety in the cheft, fome uneafinefs in 
breathing, pain of the breaft or other parts of the thorax, and 
fome fenfe of heat under the fternum; and very often it is pre- 
ceded by a faltifh tafte in the mouth. Immediately before the 
appearance of blood, a degree of irritation is felt at the top of the 
larynx. The perfon attempts to relieve this by hawking, which 
brings up a little florid and fomewhat frothy blood. The irritation 
returns ; and in the fame manner blood of a fimilar kind is brought 
up, with fome noife in the wind-pipe, as of air pafling Ceouth a 
fluid. Sometimes, however, at the very firft, the blood comes 

up with coughing, or at leaft fomewhat of coughing, and accom- 

_ panies the hawking above mentioned. pie 
__ The blood is fometimes at firft in very {niall quantity, and foon 
difappears ; but in other cafes, efpecially when it frequently re- 
curs, it is in greater quantity, and often continues to appear at 
times for feveral days together. It is fometimes protufe, but 
rarely in {uch quantity as, either by its excefs or by a fudden fuf- 
focation, to prove immediately mortal. VERS 
it is not always eafy to difcover whether the blood evacuated 
by the mouth proceeds from the internal furface of the mouth it- 
felf, from the fauces or adjoining cavities of the nofe, from the 
{tomach, or from the lungs. It is, however, very neceflary to 
diftinguifh the different cafes; and for this Dr. Cullen offers the 

following confiderations : : | a 

1. When the blood proceeds from fome part of the internal 
furface of the mouth, it comes out without any hawking or cough- 
ing ; and generally, upon infpection, the.caufe is evident. 

2. When blood proceeds from the fauces, or adjoining cavities | 
of the nofe, it may be brought out by hawking, and fometimes 
by coughing. In this cafe there may be a doubt concerning its 
real fource, and the patient may be allowed to pleafe himfelf with 
the thoughts that the blood does not come from the lungs. But 
the phyfician muft remember that the lungs are.much more fre- 
quently the fource of an hemorrhagy than the fauces. ‘The latter 
feldom happens but to perfons who have before been liable to an 
hemorrhagy from the nofe, or to fome evident caufe of erofion; 
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and in moft cafes, by looking into the fauces, the diftillation of - 
the blood from thence will be perceived. ; 

3- When blood proceeds from the lungs, the manner in which 
it is brought up will commonly fhew from whence it comes ; 
but, independent of that, it may alfo be known from the caufes 
of hemoptyfis'from the lungs, to be afterwards mentioned, hav- 
ing preceded. Pm ga é 

4. When vomiting accompanies the throwing out of blood 
from the mouth, we may generally know the fource from whence 
it proceeds, by confidering that blood does not proceed fo fre« 
quently from the ftomach as from the lungs ; that blood proceed- 

‘ing from the ftomach commonly appears in greater quantity than 
from the lungs. ‘The pulmonary blood alfo is ufually of a florid 

-colour,.and mixed with a little frothy mucus only ; but the blood 
from the ftomach is of a darker colour, more grumous, and mixed 

~ with the other contents of the ftomach. ‘The coughing or vomit- 
ing, as the one or the other happens firft to arife, rhay fometimes 
point out the fource of the blood; and this hath alfo its peculiar 
antecedent figns and caufes. . | a oi ates 

2. Caufes, &c.] An hemoptyfis may be produced at any time 
of life by external violence; and, in adult perfons, while the ar- 

_ terial plethora prevails in the fyftem, i. e. from the age of fixteen ” 
to thirty-five, an heemoptyfis may at any time be produced merely 
by a plethoric ftate of the lungs. More frequently, however, it 
arifes ftom a faulty proportion between the capacity of the lungs 
and that of the reft of the body. ‘Thus it is often an hereditary 
difeafe, which implies a peculiar and faulty conformation. _ } 

This difeafe efpecially happens to perfons who difcover the — 
{maller capacity of their lungs by the narrownefs of their cheft, 
and by the prominence of their fhoulders ; which laft is a mark 
of their having been long liable to a difficulty of refpiration. In . 
fuch cafes, too, the difeafe very frequently happens to perfons 
of a fanguine temperament, in whom particularly the arterial 
plethora prevails. Jt happens alfo to perfons of a flender deli- 
cate make, of which a long neck is a mark; to perfons of- much 
fenfibility and irritability, and therefore of quick parts; to per- 
fons who have formerly been liable to hzemorrhagies from the 
nofe; to thofe who have fuffered a fuppreffion of any ufual he- 
morthagy, the moft frequent: inftance of .which is in females, 
who have fuffered a fuppreffion of the menftrual flux; and, 
‘laftly, to perfons who have fuffered the amputation of any confi- 
derable limb. ) 

All this conftitutes the predifponent. caufe of hzmoptyfis; 
and the difeafe may happen merely from the predifponent caufe 
arifing to a confiderable height. But in thofe who are already 
predifpofed, it is often brought on by the concurrence of various 
eccafional and exciting caufes. One of thefe, and perhaps a fre- » 
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quent-one, is external heat; which, even when in no great degree, 
_ brings on the diféafe in fpring, and the beginning of fummer, 
while the heat rarifies the blood more than it relaxes the folids, 
which had before been contracted by the cold of winter. An- 
other exciting caufe is a fudden diminution of the weight of the 
atmofphere, efpecially when concurring with any effort of bodily 
_ exercife. The effort, too, alone may often be the exciting caufe 
in thofe who are already predifpofed; and more particularly any 
violent exercife of refpiration. In the predifpofed, alfo, the dif- 
eafe may be occafioned by any degree of external violence. 
3. Prognofis.| emoptyfis may foretimes be no more dan- 
_ gerous than a hemorrhagy from the nofe: as when it happens to 
females, in confequence of a fuppreflion of their menfes; when, 
without any marks of predifpofition, it arifes from external vio- 
lence; or, from whatever caufe arifing, when it leaves no cough, 
dy{pnoea, or other affection of the lungs, behind it. But, even 
in thefe cafes, a danger may arife from too large a wound being 
made in the veffels of the lungs, from any quantity of red blood 
being left to ftagnate in the cavity of the bronchi, and particu- 
larly from any determination of the blood being made into the 
veflels of the lungs, which, by renewing the hemorrhagy, may |. 
have thefe confequences. 
4. Cure.] In the treatment of this difeafe, with a view of 
{topping the difcharge, it is firft. neceflary to. have recourfe to 
thofe meafures which tend to diminifh the impetus by which the 
- blood is expelled. This is to be effected by a removal of. ple- 
thora when it exifts; by diminifhing the general impetus of cir-— 
- culation; by diminifhing local increafed action when jit takes 
place in the veffels of the lungs; and by producing a determina- 
tion of blood to other parts of the. fyftem remote from the 
lungs. But befides the means of diminihing impetus, it is often 
alfo neceflary to employ fuch as augment the refiftance to 
the paflage of blood through the ruptured veffels of the lungs. 
With thefe views a variety of remedies may be employed, par- 
ras rat blood-letting, refrigerants, fedatives, aftringents, and. 
the like. te 
On this fubje& Dr. Cullen differs from. thofe who prefcribe 
chalybeates and the Peruvian bark in the cure of hemoptyfis. 
Both of thefe, he obferves, contribute to increafe the phlogittic 
diathefis then prevailing in the fyftem, and the hemoptyfis from 
predif{pofition is always accompanied with fuch a diathefis. In- 
ftead of thefe, therefore, he recommends blood-letting in greater 
or {maller quantity, and more or lefs frequently repeated as the 
fymptoms fhall direct. At the fame time cooling purgatives, fuch 
as (No. 19.) or (No, 55.); are to be employed, and every part of 
the antiphlogiftic regimen is to be ftri@ly enjoined. In the 
VOL. JI; - M = 
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London Medical Obfervations, the ufe of nitre is greatly re- 
commended by Dr. Dickfon, to whom its efficacy was made ~ 
known by Dr. Letherland, phyfcian to St. Thomas’s hofpital — 
The moft commodious method of exhibiting it he found was in 
the following form : é 
(No. 193.) K Nitri in pulv. trit. Zfs. 
Conf. rofz Ziv. | 
Syr. fimp. q- f. Mifce. 
Fiat Electuarium. 

Of this the bulk of a large nutmeg was directed to be giver 
fous, fix, or eight times a-day, according to the urgency of the 
cafe. The good effects of it, he tells us, have often aftonifhed — 
hims and when given early in the difeafe, he fays, he can de- — 
pend as much upon it for the cure of an hemoptyfis, as on the 
_ bark for the cure of an intermittent. He agrees with Dr. Cullen, 
however, that in thofe cafes where there is any hardnefs in the 
pulfe, and which almoft always happens, there is a neceflity fox 
venefection.. A cool regimen, and quiet of body and mind, are 
certainly ufeful; but Dr. Cullen obferves, that fome kinds of 
geftation, fuch as failing, and travelling in an eafy carriage on — 
{mooth roads, ‘have often proved a remedy. When the cough is 
very troublefome, it is.abfolutely neceflary to exhibit frequently 
a {mall dofe of an opiate. Dr. Dickfon alfo informs us, that the — 
nitre joined with /permaceti, or pulv e tragacanth comp. (or with - 
No. 95.)) has produced equally good effects with the electuary 
above mentioned ; in the compofition of which he at firft con- 
fidered the conferve only asa vehicle for the nitre, though he 
means not to infinuate that the former is totally deftitute of 
eflicacy. . : . | 

When this hemorrhagy has refifted other modes of cure, and 
there is reafon to apprehend, even ftom the mere quantity of 
blood evacuated, that the patient may nk under the difcharge, 
blifters, particularly when applied to the breaft, are: often had © 
recourfe to with great advantage; and the vitriolic acid, properly 
diluted, both as an aftringent and refrigerant, is often employed 
with very good effects. , io nee 

The following remarks on this difeafe are annexed to a paper 
on phthifis pulmonalis, by Dr. Percival, publifhed im the Me- 
moirs of the Medical Society of London. : 
- . © Tn the treatment of hemoptyfis,” fays the doctor, the ane 
tiphlogiftic plan is now generally adopted in moft parts of Eng- 
land; and during the incipient ftage of the diforder, when the 
inflammatory diathefis commonly prevails, much injury may be 
done by heating ftyptics and rough aftringents: but during its 
progrefs the type is often. changed; and many cafes occur, whichy 
even in their commencement, indicate great laxity of the folids, 
and tenuity of the fluids) Under fuch circumftances, venefeCtion,, 


; 
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nitre, and the debilitating clafs of medicines, are highly impro- 
per; though great authorities have fanétioned their ufe without 
fufficient difcrimination. When the difcharge of blood has .con- 
tinued fome time, a new ftate of the fyftem is induced; the heart 
and arteries feem to lofe their due degree of tone; an increafed © 
irritability takes place in the ruptured veffel, and in thofe which 
are contiguous to it; and thus the impetus of the circulation is 
partially augmented, with a diminution of its general energy. 
Remedies, therefore, which roufe the vital powers, and excite 
an equable action in the vafcular fyftem, are clearly indicated. 
A blifter applied to the back has ftopped a nafal hemorrhage; 
wine drank to intoxication has cured both hematuria and hemop- 
tyfis, when other means have failed; and the following fact 
proves the efficacy of opium in the malady under confideration, 
Mrs. -, when about thirty-eight years of age, was attacked _ 
with an hemoptoe. It was fuppofed to originate from violent 
retchings, and was afterwards increafed by clofe confinement, 
and long attendance on,a fick child. The quantity difcharged 
from the lungs was from fix to ten ounces daily, during the {pace 
of more than two months. All the ufual means of relief proving 
ineffeCtual, and her flefh and ftrength declining rapidly, the trial 
of opium was recommended, and happily adopted. She began 
with taking a grain of thebaic extract every twelfth hour, and by 
degrees increafed each dofe to ten grains; fo that for a long time 
fhe had a fcruple of opium adminiftered, to her daily. ‘The he- 
morrhage quickly abated after the commencement of this courie ; 
and by perfeverance in it, ceafed altogether: but on any omiflion 
of the ufe of opium, fhe was threatened with a recurrence of the. ° 
diforder, as fhe has been neceflitated to continue the remedy for 
nine years; and at this time, Auguit, 1787, takes ten grains every 
twenty-four hours. ! 

“ The ufe of the pediluvium in hemorrhages has often been re- 
commended ; but with a reftriGtion that its temperature fhall not 
exceed 96 @ 100.degrees of Fahrenheit’s thermometer. ‘This 
prohibition is not well founded if a ftimulant be required. 
When I have occafion to bathe my feet for the head-ach, the 
water which I ufe is generally as hot as I can bear it to be; and 
the fenfation which it firft produces is that of univerfal chillinefs, 
attended with rigor. A glow of warmth fucceeds, and after- 
wards a gentle perfpiration; but the addition of more hot water 
renews, in a flighter degree, a momentary feeling of cold. It is 
obvious that fuch an operation would be favourable in fome cafes 
of hemorrhage. How is the chilling fenfation to be explained? 
Does the partial ftimulus of heat, like that of cold, cohtraQ, in 

its firft operation, the fmall cutaneous veffels ? | 

“ In America the treatment of hemoptyfis widely differs from 

‘that which is pra@tifed in this country. Dr. Ruth informs me 
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that common falt is the remedy univerfally employed; that it is _ 
adminiftered in large {poonfuls, in a dry form; and that its falu- 
tary effects are fudden, and for the moft part certain. In a let- — 
ter, dated Philadelphia, February 16, 1788, he fays, 

‘<« Tam forry to find that you entertain a fingle doubt of the fafe- 
ty or eficacy of common falt in hemoptyfis. I could fend you 
above a hundred cafes that eftablifh both. My own would be one 
of them. On the 2d of April, 1766, I was feized with this dif 
order. It came on in tlie middle of the night, and for a while 
‘was attended with alarming fymptoms. I took a table-fpoonful 
of fine Liverpool falt, and immediately the hrmorrhage was 
checked. It excited a burning fenfation in my throat that gave 
‘me fome pain; but this pain was probably part of the remedy the 
falt afforded. To prevent a return of the diforder, as my pulfe 
was full, I loft ten ounces of blood, and lived a few weeks’ ona 
vegetable diet. After this I took red bark, from which I derived 
great benefit; and have never fince had the leaft return of he-+ 
moptyfis.’ ack 

“ Salt is frequently applied in this country to external wounds 
as a ityptic. In fpittings of blood, therefore, which originate 
about the fauces, it may act in the fame way. But fuch are not 
the cafes to which Dr. Rufh refers; and fo judicious and experi- 
enced a phyfician could not miftake the fpurious for the genuine 
hemoptyfis. Whether the American pra€tice be adopted amongft 
us or not, we fhall at leaft be warranted by it to urge more cir- 
cumfpection and difcrimination in the ufe of phlebotomy and re- 
frigerants.”’ 3 ts 

Much has been faid and written of Iate on the efficacy of that 
kind of medical praCtice which has been called paeumatic. We 
purpofe to {peak of this in another place; but, in the mean: time, 
it cannot be improper to introduce here the following account of 
the ufe of fadtitious air in hamoptyfis. ‘The cafe was communicated 
by Dr. Carmichael to Dr. Beddoes. ; 

“© Richard Newberry, aged forty-fix, a labourer, 6f a tall and 
flender make, fanguine temperament, and who, previous to the 
attack which I fhall defcribe below,” fays Dr. Carmichael, “ en- 
joyed good health, was, about the beginning of the month of. 
May laft, in confequence of repeated intoxication (though natu- 
rally of a fober turn), and expofure to cold, feized with hemop- 
tyfis. I faw him fome days thereafter, when he complained of — 
pain in his fide, and cough, attended with copious expectoration _ 
of frothy mucus, for the moft part mixed with blood, which was 
dark and grumous, but at times of a florid colour. . His pulfe was _ 
frequent, and had fome degree of hardnefs; his tongue was 
white, and he had confiderable thirft; his bowels were regular, 


and his appetite much diminifhed. Yor feveral evenings after the 


firft attack, Mr. Watt, whofe_fervant he is, gave him a pint f 
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Bydrocarbonate, properly diluted 5 and which he uniformly inhaled, 
with the evident good effect of diminifhing the heat of his body, 
and of rendering his pulfe foon after both flower and fofter. By 
this treatment the pain in his fide and cough were fo much miti- 
gated as to fuffer him to pafs his nights in fleep; but as the pain 
returned with increafe in the morning, accompanied by more fre- 
quent cough, I directed that a blifter fhould be applied to his 
fide, and that every four hours he fhould take, in the form of a 
pill, a mixture of fquill with a fmall proportion of ipecacuanha, _ 
and that the modified air fhould be continued. The pain of his 

fide was much relieved by the blifter, and did not afterwards re- 

turn in the morning; but in the morning after its operation his 

pulfe was much increafed both in ftrength and frequency, and in 

that ftate continued until the evening; when, as formerly, in 

both refpeéts it was much diminifhed by the repetition of the hy- 

drocarbonate. ‘The proportion of modified air was now increafed 

to a quart every evening, and continued te occafion, during the 

inhalation, a grateful fenfe of warmth in the breaft, and flight ver= 

tigo; and in the nights to produce found and refrefhing fleep. 

After this manner he proceeded, the expectoration becoming evi- 

dently purulent and offenfive, but gradually lefs mixed with coa- 

gulated blood ; when, about fourteen days from the date of the 

firft hemorthage, having been employed in threfhing out fome. 
corn, the hemoptoe returned in confiderable degree, preceded 

by the ufual fymptoms of flufhed cheeks, fenfe of weight in the 

breaft, with fome degree of pain, accompanied by a hawking 
cough. Mr. Watt, judging by the former beneficial operation 
of the modified air, and finding his pulfe upon this, occafion very 

itrong and quick, and his ikin very hot, increafed the proportion 

of hydrocarbonate to two quarts, with the moft {triking advan- 

tage; his fkin foon thereafter becoming cooler, and his pulfe 

much fofter and flower. He paffed a good night; but in’ the 

morning, when I faw him, he complained, as at firft, of his fide, 

coughed frequently, and expedctorated blood in confidérable quan- 

tity. As a blifter formerly had removed his pain, I directed an- 

other to be applied to his fide, which had a fimilar good effeét ; 

and that he fhould continue the, ufe. of the fquill and ipecacuanha 

pill, but in-an increafed dofe. On the third day after the fecond 
hsemoptoe, an eruption of the erefypelatous kind fpread itfelf 

over his right thigh and leg; which induced Mr. Watt to aug- 

ment the quantity of fatitious air to three pints, twice a-day. 

‘The difcharge of blood foon ceafed, and the expeCtoration again 

affumed the purulent appearance and offenfive fmell above de- 

feribed. In a few days the eruption difappeared, and the fecre- 

tion of the lungs lofing its fetor, was expectorated in the ufual 

quantity and of its natural quality. He continued a few days aga 

an perfect healthy Kaiten wary 
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_ “ On the foregoing cafe I fhall only obferve, that Newberry 
himfelf uniformly exprefled much thankfulnefs for’ the benefit he 
invariably received from breathing hydrocarbonate. Had the in- 
halation of the modified air been repeated more frequently, 
would it not alone have been adequate to the complete removal 
of the pain of his fide, and confequent cure? As the fquill and 
ipecacuanha pills never produced any fenfible alteration, much 
cannot be attributed to them in the fuccefsful refult.” 
_ We give no opinion as to the propriety of adopting this practice 
in fimilar cafes. The new /y/fem cannot but foon meet the fate it 
deferves, fince it is fairly fubmitted to the only te which medical 
men can defire, experiment. se wie: 


PHTHISIS. 
- PuLtmonary ConsuMPTION. 


Phthifis, Sauv. gen. 276. Lin. 208. Ee ane BHEi(2PAs 
Funck. 33. 

Phthifis pulmonis, Boerh. 1196+ 

eect phthifica, five tabes Palonals> Hoffa. I. 284 


Sp. I. The Hrewpictt PRelahe without ET Deo of -Pus. 


. Phthifis incipiens, Jorton. Phyfiolog. 1. II. cap. 3. 
» Phthifis seas Sauv. {p. 16 


~ 


13 _Sp. II. The Confirmed Phthifis, with an expeCtoration of Puss 
.. Phthifis confirmata auéforum. | 
~ Phthifis humida, Sauv. fp. 2. 


Sometimes, notwithftanding all the care we can take, the he- 
moptyfis will degenerate into -a phthifis pulmonalis, or confump- 
tion of the lungs ; and fometimes-an. heemoptyfis will be the con- 
fequence of this dangerous diforder. It has been indeed fup- 
poted, that an ulceration of the lungs or phthifis was the natural 
and almoft neceflary confequence of an hzemoptyfis ; ; but, accord- 
ing to Dr. Cullen, this is in general a miftake; for there are 
many inftances of an hemoptyfis from external violence, without 
being followed by any ulceration. The fame thing has often 
been obferved where the hemoptyfis arofe from an internal caufe ; 
and this not only in young perfons, when the difeafe returned for 
feveral times, But when it has often recurred during the courfe of 
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along lifes and it may eafily be conceived, that a rupture of the - 
veflels of the lungs, as well as of the veflels of the nofe, may be 
fometimes healed. . ; 

1. Caufes, &c.] The caufes of phthifis Dr. Cullen reduces to 
Sve heads: 1% an hemoptyfis; 2- a fuppuration of the lungs in 
confequence of a pneumonia 5 ete catarrh; 4. an afthma; and; 
5. tubercles. ) ; : 

(1.) When a phthifis arifes from an hemoptyfis, it is probable 
that it is occafioned by particular circumftances ; and what thefe 
circumftances are may not always be eafily known. It is pofhible 
that merely the degree of rupture, oF frequently repeated rupture, 
preventing the wound from healing, may occafion an -ulcer 3 OF, 
it is poffible, that red blood effufed, and not brought up entirely 
by coughing, may, by ftagnating ‘n the bronchiz, become acrid, 
and erode the parts. But thefe hypothefes are not fupported by 
any certain evidence 5 aud from many obfervations we are led to 
think, that feveral other circumitances muft concur in producing 
the difeafe from hemoptyfis. . 

(2.) The fecond caufe of an ulceration of the lungs mentioned 
above is a fuppuration formed in confequence of pneumonia. 
When a pneumonia, with fymptoms neither very violent nor very 
flight, has continued for many days, it is to be feared it will end 
in a {uppuration: but this 1s not to be determined by the number 
of days; for, not only after the fourth, but even after the tenth 
day, there have been examples of a pneumonia ending: by a refo- 
lution ; and if the difeafe has {uffered fome intermiflion, and again 
recurred, there may be inftances of a refolution happening at a 
much later period from the beginning of the difeate than that. 
juft now mentioned. But if a moderate difeafe, in fpite of pro- 
per remedies employed, be protracted to the fourteenth day, 
without any confiderable remiffion, a fuppuration is pretty cer- 
tainly to be expected 5 and it will be. more certain ftill if no 
figns of refolution have appeared, or if an -expectoration which 
had appeared fhall have again ceafed, and the difficulty of breath- 
ing has continued or increafed, while the other fymptoms have 
been rather abated. 
_ ‘That, ina pneumonia, the-effufion is made which may lay the 

foundation of a fuppuration, may be concluded from the difficulty 
of breathing becoming greater when the patient is in a horizontal 
pofture, or when the patient can lie more eafily on the affected 
fide. ‘That, in fuch cafes, a fuppuration is a€tually begun may” 
be inferred from the patient’s being frequently affected with 
flight cold fhiverings, and with a fenfe of cold, felt fometimes in 
oue, fometimes in another part of the body. We form the fame 
conclufion alfo from the ftate of the pulfe, which is commonly 
lefs frequent and fofter, but fometimes quicker than before. 
That a fuppuration is already formed may be inferred from there 
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being a confiderable remiffion of the pain which had before fub- 
fifted; while with this the cough, and efpecially the dy{pneca, — 

continue, and are rather increafed. At the fame time the fre-- 
. quency of the pulfe is rather increafed, the feverifh ftate fuffers 
confiderable exacerbations every evening, and by degrees a hecti¢ 
fever in all its circumftances comes to be formed. 

In this {tate of fymptoms, we conclude very confidently, that 
an abfcefs, or, as it is called, a vomica, is formed in fome part of 
the pleura, and moft frequently in that portion of it invefting the 
Jungs. Here purulent matter frequently remains for fome time, 
as if inclofed in a cyft; but commonly not long before it comes 
to be either abforbed and transferred-to fome other part. of the 
body, or breaks through into the cavity of the lungs, or into that - 
of the thorax. In the latter cafe it produces the difeafe called 
empyema ; but it is when the matter is poured into the cavity of 
the bronchiz that it properly conftitutes the phthifis pulmonalis, 
In the cafe of empyema, the chief circumf{tances of a phthifis are 
indeed alfo prefent: but we fhall here confider only that cafe in 
which the abfcefs of the lungs gives occafion to a purulent ex- 
pectoration. ma 

An abfcefs of the lungs, in confequence of pneumonia, is not 
always followed by a phthifis; for fometimes a heétic fever is 
not formed: the matter poured into the bronchiz is a proper and 
benign pus, which frequently is coughed‘up very readily, and {pit 
out; and though this purulent expectoration fhould continue for 
fome time, if it be without he@tic fever, the ulcer foon heals, and 
every morbid fymptom difappears. ‘This has fo frequently hap- 
pened, that we may conclude, that neither the accefs of the air, 
nor the conftant motion of the lungs, will prevent an ulcer of 
thefe parts from healing, if the matter of it be well-conditioned. 
An-abicefs of the lungs, therefore, does not neceffarily produce 
the phthifis pulmonalis; and if it be followed by fuch a difeafe, 
it muft be in confequence of particular circumftances which. cor- 
rupt the purulent matter produced, render it unfuitable to the 
healing of the ulcer, and at the fame time make it afford an acri- ° 


mony, which, abforbed, produces a heCtic fever and its cons _ 


fequences. 7 

The corruption of the matter of fuch abfcefles may be owing 
to feveral caufes; as, 1. That the matter effufed during the in- 
flammation had not been a pure ferum fit to be converted into a 
laudable pus, but had been joined with other matters which pre-. 
vented that, and gave a confiderable acrimony to the whole; or,’ 
2. ‘Phat the matter cffufed and converted into pus, merely by 
long ftagnation in a vomica, or by its conneétion with an em- 
pyema, had been fo corrupted as to become unfit for the pur- 
pofe of pus in the healing of the ulcer. -Thefe feem to be pof- 
fible caufes of the corruption of matter in abfceffes, fo as to 
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make it the occafion of phthifis in perfons otherwife found; but 
it is probable that a pneumonic abfcefs efpecially produces phthi- 
fis when it happens to perfons previoully difpofed to that difeafe, 
and therefore only as concurring with fome other caufes of it. 

(3.) The third caufe fuppofed to produce phthifis is a catarrh; 
which, in many cafes, feems in length of time to have the expec- 
toration of mucus proper to it gradually changed to an expecto- 
ration of pus; and at the fame time, by the addition of a heétic © 
fever, the difeafe, which was at firft a pure catarrh, is changed 
into a phthifis. But this fuppofition is, in the opinion at leaft of 
fome phyficians, liable to feveral difficulties. ‘The catarrh is pro- 
perly an affection of the mucous glands of the trachea and bron- 
chiz, analogous to the coryza and lefs violent kinds of cynanche 
tonfillaris, which very feldom end in fuppuration. And although 
a catarrh fhould be difpofed to do fo, the ulcer pruduced might 
readily heal up, as it does in the cafe of a cynanche tonfillaris ; 
and therefore would not produce a phthifis. I 

Further, the catarrh, as purely the effect of cold, is generally 
a mild difeafe, as well as of fhort duration; and, according to 
Dr. Cullen, there are at moft but very few of the numerous cafes 
of it which can be faid to have ended in a phthifis. In all thefe 
cafes in which this feems to have happened, he thinks it probable 
that the perfons affected were peculiarly predifpofed to phthifis; 
and the beginning of phthifis fo often refembles a catarrh, that 
it may have been miftaken fer fuch a difeafe. It often happens 
alfo, to increafe the fallacy, that the application of cold, which 
is the moft frequent caufe of catarrh, is alfo frequently the excit- 
_ ing caufe of the cough, which proves to be the beginning of a 
phthifis. 

Many phyficians have fuppofed that an acrimony of- the 
fluids, eroding fome of the veflels of the lungs, is a frequent caufe 
of ulceration and phthifis; but this appears to Dr. Cullen to be a 
mere fuppofition. He acknowledges, that in many cafes.an acri- © 
mony fubfifting in fome part of the fluids is the caufe of the dif- 
eafe ; but obferves, that it is at the fame time probable, that this 
acrimony operates by producing tubercles, rather than by any direé&t 
erofion. 4 

But, notwithftanding thefe objections, experience affords nu- 
merous examples of cates in. which a difeafe, long fubfifting under 
the form of catarrh, has at laft degenerated into phthifis, and 
proved fatal from fupervening helic fever. It muft, however, 
at the fame time be allowed, that catarrh, degenerating into a 
chronic ftate after fubfifting for many years, has of itfelf often 
proved fatal without inducing phthifis. | 

(4-). If phthifis does not frequently follow catarrh, it is fill 
more rarely a confequence of afthma. Innumerable examples are 
unqueftionably afforded of that difeafe fubfifting for many yéars 
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without any fymptom whatever of phthifis as a confequence of its 
But at the fame time, there -are unqueftionable examples of | 
- phihifis deriving its origin from afthma; which, however, pro- 
bably happens only in cafes where a peculiar flate of the lungs at 
the fame time takes place; but without the concurrence of afthma, 
this ftate would not of itfelf have been fufficient for inducing the 
affection. . . “ERs | 

~ (5-) OF all the caufes formerly mentioned, phthifis mott fre- 
juently arifes from tubercles. Dr. Simmons.informs us, that he | 
bas had opportunities of infpecting the bedies of many people 
who died in this way, and never found them totally abfent. He 
has likewife feen them in fubjects of different ages, who had been 
_ troubled with no fymptoms of an affeGtion of the breatt during | 
their life-time. In thefe, however, they were {mall, and few in 
number. ‘his proves that they may exift without inconvenience 
till they begin to difturb the functions of the lungs by their fize 
and number; or till fome degree of inflammation be excited, 
either by accidental caufes, or by certain changes that take place 
within their fubftance ; for as yet we know but little of their true 
mature. Thefe little tumors vary in their confifteace ; in fome — 
they are compofed of a pulpy fubftance, and in others approach 
‘more to the nature of fcirrhus. They are moft commonly formed 
in confequence of a certain conftitutional predifpofition; but 
whatever 1s capable of occafioning a morbid irritability of the’ 
lungs feems alfo to be capable of generating them. ‘Thus the 
fpafmodic afthma frequently ends in tubercles and confumption ; 
and it is not unufual for millers, ftone-cutters, and others, to die _ 
_coniumptive, from their being fo conttantly expofed to duft, which’ 
in thefe cafes probably acts by producing fimilar concretions : and 
Dr. Kirkland obferves, that {cythe grinders are fubje€t to a difeafe 
of the lungs from particles of fand mixed with. iron-duft, which 
among themfelves they call the grinders’ rot. Tubercles, how- 
ever, in by much the greater number of inftances, have their 
fource from a {crofulous difpofition; and fome ancient phyficians 
have fuppofed, that the: generality of pulmonary confumptions 
are of this kind. “This notion, however, they have perhaps car= 
ried too far; they have probably been mifled by thefe tuberculous. 
concretions which, without good reafon, have been fuppofed to 
be difeafed glands, and of courfe analogous to the glandular af- 
fections we meet with in the fcrofula. Tubercles may likewife 
fometimes be owing to the fudden repulfion of cutaneous erup=- 
tions, or of the matter of exanithemata, &c. or to other cautes. 

The perfons who are moft liable to confumption are thofe of a 

fiir complexion, fine and foft {kin, florid cheeks, and a flender 
make; wih high cheek-bones, hollow, temples, long neck, 
fhoulders ftanding out like wings, narrow cheft, and a remarka- 
ble prominence of the proceffes of the os facrum. To thefe 


\ 


thefe beginning even at an carly period of life. 
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marks we may add, that of jound teeth, which as the difeafe ade 


vances, ufually become of a milky white colour, and more or lefs 
“tranfparent. Of thofe who are carried off by this difeafe, Dr. 


Simmons afferts, the greater number will be found never to have © 
had a carious tooth. ‘This circumftance, however, does not feem — 
to us to hold fo genetally as Dr, Simmons 1s difpofed to imagine ; 


and inftances not unfrequently occur of patients dying of phthifis, 


although they have had many teeth fubject to caries; and fome of 

Perfons of the above defcription often remain for a long time 
‘without feeling any other inconvenience than fome oppreffion at 
the breaft in moift weather, or in hot apartments, ‘Vheir breathing 
is eafily hurried, fometimes by the flighteft_ motion ; and they 
become languid, paler, and thinner. All this time, however, 
they feel no heat or painful fenfation in the breaft. —As the evil. 
increafes, the patient begins to be attacked with a flight, frequent, 
and dry cough, which is moft troublefome in the night-time. 
But this, by proper care, is often relieved, and the patient re- 
mains in this ftate for a confiderable time ; and even for many 
years, if he be fenfible of his danger, and careful to guard againit 
it by a fuitable manner of living. More commonly, however, 
we find the cough increafing, and fometimes accompanied with 
more or lefs catarrh. This is dfually afcribed to cold; and but’ 
too generally neglected till the difeafe become alarming by its 
obftinacy and its effects. This may be contidered as the begin- 
ning, or firft period, of the difeafe. During: this ftage, the 
cough ig fometimes dry from the firft ; and fometimes, when it 
begins in the form of a catarrh, is attended with more or lefs ex- 
pectoration of mucus. 

When the cough begins in the form of a catarrh, and appears 
to be occafioned by an increafed fecretion of a thin faltifh mucus 
irritating the membrane of the trachea, all judicious practitioners 
agree in recommending an attention to regimen, the free ufe of 
diluting liquors, bland emulfions, fmall dofes of nitre, the taking’ 
away a few ounces of blood if there be much inflammation, the 
inhaling the fteams of warm water by means of a machine 
contrived for that purpofe, and the occafional ufe of fuch a dofe 
of elixir paregoricum as will be fuficient to allay the irritation of 
the bronchi, and to’ promote a gentle moifture on the fikin. 


“Thefe methods will generally. be found to be efficacious, efpecially 


if the patient’s chamber be of a moderate temperature, and he 
carefully avoid expofure to a cold, damp, or raw air, till the 
complaint be removed. In cafes in which the cough has been 
obftinate, and the inflammatory fymptoms confiderable, Dr. Sim- 
mons has often experienced the great advantages of the warm 
bath, the heat of which did not exceed 92. When this is had 


recourfe to, the patient should remain in it only a very few mi. 


N 
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mutes, and go foon afterwards to bed; but not with a view to 
force a fweat by an increafed weight of bed-clothes,. as is too 
often injudicioufly pratifed. Stiqeliney 
Patients of a cénfumptive habit, who have had an attack of | 
this kind at the beginning of winter, are particularly liable to- a 
return of the complaint during a continuance of the cold feafon, 
on the flighteft occafion, and with greater violence. A relapie is 
therefore to be carefully guarded againft; and nothing will be 
found to do this more effectually than the ufe of focks and a flan= _ 
nel under-waiftcoat The ufe of flannel has been condemned by 
fome medical writers, as inereafing the infenfible perfpiration ; 
but in the prefent cafe, to fay nothing of fome others in which it ~ 
may be ufeful, it will in general be found to have the beft effects. 
ft will prevent a too great determination to the lungs, and fhould 
not be left off till the approach of fummer. In fome few in- 
flances in which flannel was found to have a difagreeable feel, a 
piece of dimity, worn over the breaft next the {kin, prevented the 
return of coughs and colds in perfons of a delicate habit, who had 
before been liable to them on the flighteft occafions, Shirts made _ 
of cotton cloth are much more effeétual than linen in prefervin 
an equable temperature on the furface, and guarding again{t the 
‘action of external cold ; while, at the fame time, they are much 
more pleafant to moft people than even the fineft flannel. In 
thefe cafes, circumftances that are feemingly of the moft trifling 7 
ature become of importance. iv ; fo ekg 
Sometimes the cough is occafioned by an immediate inflamma- 
tion of fome part of the lungs, from fome of the ufual caufes of © 
inflammation ; and when thts happens, no time js to be loft in ~ 
removing it. To do this will, pethaps, réquire more than one _ 
bleeding, together with a ftri& attention to a cooling plan of diet, + 
diluting drinks, the inhalation of warin fteams, and if Convenient 
the ufe of the warm bath; but above all, the {peedy application © 
of a large blifter as near as may be to the fuppofed feat of the in- 
“flammation. The cough, in this cafe, will often remain after - 
the original complaint is abated. A prudent ufe of ‘Opiates at 
bed-time, either by themfelves or combined with gummy and | 
maucilaginous medicines, will then generally be ufeful as a’ feda~ 
tive and antifpafmodic. - ie ss ha 
In this, as well as in the catarthal cough juft now mentioned, 
_ Many practitioners are too eager to adminifter the Peruvian bark. 
with the view, as they term it, of bracing up the patient: but 
this never fails to increafe the cough, and of courfe to do great 
and very ofien irreparable mifchief, a 
And here it will not be foreign: to our fubject to obferve, that 
a fymptomatic cough, which has its rife not from catarrh, or 
from any immediate ‘inflammation of the lungs, but from their, | 
fympathy with the ftomach, has fometimes laid the foundation of 
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phthifis, from its having been miftaken, and of courfe improperly 
treated. It feems to be owing to a redundancy or vitiated flate of 
the bile, or to fome affeCtion of the ftomach, which it is perhaps 
not eafy to define. It is fometimes aconcomitant of other biltous 
fymptoms; and when this happens to be the cafe, it cannot 
eafily be miftaken; but we fometimes find it occurring fingly, 
and in general attacking perfons of a fedentary life. Dr. Stoll of 
Vienna, who has noticed this cough, has very properly. given it 
the name of tuffis fomachica. ‘This complaint is fo far from be- 
ing relieved by bleeding, that it conftantly grows worfe after it, 
efpecially if the evacuation be in any confiderabie quantity. ‘The 
oily remedies feidom fail to exafperate this cough, which at firft, 
is dry, frequent, and often extremely violent, but which feldona 
fails to give way to one or two gentle pukes, and the occafional 
ufe of mild cathartics. The cough, as in other cafes, often 
continues from habit after the caufe that gave rife to it has bes 
removed, and may then be checked by opiates. ; 
When the difeafe has been negleéted, or our attempts to re- 
move it in the beginning have fajled, both of which circumflances 
but too frequently happen, the patient begins-to compla:n of a. 
forenefs, and of flight lancinating pains fhooting through the 
breaft, fometimes in the direction of the mediaflinum, and fome- 
times confined chiefly to one fide. The forenefs'is pretty can-. 
ftant, and much increafed by the cough. The pain in the fide 
often prevents the patient from lying on the fide affected ; and this: 
Goability of lying, except on one fide, frequently occurs even 
when no fuch pain is felt. In this flage of the difeafe, flufhing 
heats are felt in the palms of the hands and foles of the feet: the 
breathing is fhort and laborious ; and it is not long before the pa- 
tient begins to expectorate a thin and frothy phlegm, at firft in 
fmall quantities, coughed up with difficulty, and fome pain of 
the breaft; and now and then flreaked with blood: this may be 
confidered as the inflammatory period of the difeafe, to. which fic- 
ceeds the /uppurative fiage. Inthe latter, the expectoration be- 
comes more copious and purulent, the breath proportionably of-_ 
fenfiye, and the exacerbations of the hectic fever more confideras. 
ble: an increafed quicknefs of the pulfe comes on about the mid- 
dle of the day; but the moft confiderable paroxyfin of the fever 
is at night, and at firft continues till towards morning, commonly. 
till three or four o’clock, when it terminates in a fweat which 
ufually begins upon the breaft. As the difeafe advances, thefe 
{weats become more profufe, and fometimes come. on almotft as 
foon as the pulfe begins to quicken, but without affording any 
Telicf to the patient. During the exacerbations, we obferved a 
Circum{cribed rednefs of the cheeks, while the reft of the face is 
pale, andappears as if it were not clean wafhed. The coltive- 
nefs that commonly accompanies the beginning of the difeafe is 
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ufually fucceeded by a diarrlicea 3 the fpitting leffens, and alf the 


purulent matter feems to be carried downwards. The wafting of 
the fat and the lofs of nourifhment occafion the nails to curve in- 
wards, the hair to fall off, and the eyes to fink in their fockets. 
In the mean time, the legs commonly fwell; till at length death 
clofes a fcene which is melancholy to all but the patient himfelf, 
who in general continues fenfible to the laft moment, and even 
then indulges a vain hope of prolonging a miferable exiftence. - In 
fome cafes, and that not unfrequently, a delirium comes’on to- 
wards the clofe of the difeafe. 

The hectic fever that attends this and fome other chronic dif- 
eafes, 1s evidently the effect of acrimony, and moft commonly of 
pus abforbed and carried into the circulation. The nature of this 
acrimony, and the different irritability of different patients, “are 
probably the fources’ of the variety we obferve in fevers of this’ 
denomination ; a variety which is doubtlefs much greater than we © 
are aware of. ‘has we find that the matter of the fimall-pox 
excites a fever of this kind; but this fecondary fever, as it is called, 
differs from the hectic attendant on confumptions; nor does the 
latter correfpond with that which fometimes accompaniés’ the 
fuppuration of a cancerous ulcer. In the pulmonary confump- 
tion, or at leaft in the third ftage of it, the fever induced often’ 
appears to be of the putrid kind, and has been denominated febris 
heética putrida by the judicious Morton, who confiders it as bein 
combined with a peripneumonic or inflammatory feyer, which 
recurs as often as freth tubercles begin to inflame. For although 
we have named one period of the difeafe the inflammatory and an= 
other the /uppurative period, yet we are not to fuppofe that the 
latter is exempt from inflammation. While matter is poured into 
the bronchiz, or abforbed and carried into the fyftem from one* 
part of the lungs, other parts are in a crude ftate of inflammation, * 
or advancing towards fuppuration; fo that, on examining the 
lungs of perfons who die confumptive, we find fome tubercles that’ 
are {mall and juft formed, fome that are large and full of matter,’ 
and others that are in a {tate of ulceration. This eafily accounts 
for the occafional combination of inflammatory fymptoms with 
thofe of the putrid hectic. When the matter abforbed is a laud- 
able pus, as in the cafe of a pfoas abfcefs, we find the form of 
the hectic fever differing from either of thofe we have mentioned, — 

Dr. Adams, a phyfician at Madeira, writes thus on the caufes 
of pulmonary confumption. rere C5. 

“ That what is called phthifis pulmonalis is known all over 
the world cannot be doubted ; but the true Engli/h confumption, 
is, I believe, peculiar to cold, and chiefly to be dreaded in ‘uns 
certain climates. It is worth while to mark the etymology of 


different countries. ‘The Greeks gave the name Oficic, from 9 


the idea of corruption, Hippocrates, and his fucceffors, found 


~ 
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in the lungs of fome phthifical fubjects large colle&tions of mattér, ” 
which, as foon as the fac had any communication with the air, 
became putrid. Hence they confidered the difeafe a corruption 
of the lungs, and fancied that putrid matter from the liver ‘and 
other parts, being transferred to that organ, might produce an 
incurable difeafe. We find Celfus, with his ufual accuracy, 
making a diflinction between Q§ioig and tabes, confidering the 
former as only one fpecies of the latter. 

«* But that fpecies of confumption from which originated the 
term phthifis, is ufually the effect of pleurify, and is very differ- 
ent from another with which it is confounded, and which gave 
rife to the idea that the expectoration of purulent matter was ne= 
ceffarily fatal, ‘This laft difeafe has its origin in the ramifications 
of the bronchia. It begins with cough and expe@toration of mu- 
cus. If thefe continue for any time in a young fubjed, there is 
always an apprehenfion left the difeafe fhould be confirmed ; that 
is, left by frequent returns of inflammation the feeretion fhould 
become habitual. “This danger is very much inereafed if the pa- 
tient contracts the habit of {training himfelf into a cough, in order 
to difcharge a {mall remaining quantity of mucus, which he con- 
ceives will continue to irritate as long as it remains in the tra- 
_ chea, but which is in fact only fecreted by the parts to pro- 
tect them from the patient’s efforts, confequently in propor- 
tion to his diligence is the fecretion increafed. I have often 
been aftonifhed how little attention phyficians have paid in not 
admonithing their patients to fupprefs their cough as much as 
pofible. In all difeafed lungs this fhould be attended to, but 
more particularly in the laft mentioned; for by this conftant 
uritation on a fecreting furface, ulceration is at laft produced, 
which when we confider the ramifications of the bronchia, may 
foon be fo extenfive as to prove fatal. The only writer I find in 
my notes who defcribes this {pecies of confumption is Chalmers, 
in his ‘ Difeafes of Carolina ;’ it however exifts, I believe, in 
moft parts of the world, but principally -where the feafons are 
uncertain, and the inhabitants moft fubject to coughs. 

“A third caufe of confumption is not only found in every 
part of the world, but is much more common than is fufpeéted, 
This is the only one that begins with that fhort dry cough which 
many writers have confidered as the firft fymptom of confump- 
tiuns in general. ‘This difeafe is a chronic inflammation, or fre- 
quent habitual, though flight, indammations of the lungs, whichy 
by repeated effufion of coagulable lymph, produces adhefions of 
the cellular part of the lungs, and thus obliterates their cavity, 
or prevents their expanfion. ‘The appearance in the dead fubjeét 
is extremely well defcribed by Dr. Baillie in his Morbid Anatomy. 
Mr. Abernethy, by his frequent examination of the bodies of - 
thofe who died phthifical, deteéted it fo: often as to induce. hinr 
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to confider it one of the moft common caufes of confumptiors 
This is, I believe, the only fpecies of the difeafe known in this 
ifland (Madeira), if we except thofe from hemorrhage and pleu- 
rify, both which are very uncommon. iS 
“Though all thefe- are very diftin& in their origin and pro» 
grefs, yet in the moft advanced {tages they have many fymptoms 
in common ; indeed, excepting the purulent expeétoration, which — 
never occurs in the confolidated ftate-of the lungs from the adhe- 
five inflammation, the clofing fymptoms ef each are nearly 
fimilar.’® ae HS ! as 
2.. Cure.] In thefe different periods of the difeafe, the curative 
indications ate fufficiently obvious. “Yo prevent the formation of 
freth tubercles; to obviate the mflammation of thofe already 
formed; to promote their refolution ; to allay morbid irritability, 
the cough, and other troublefome fymptoms; and, above all, to 
check the tendency to the hectic fate; are the views that every 
rational phyfician propofes to him/felf in the treatment of the ge- 
nuine confumption.. We know of no medicines that can exert 
their fpecific effects upon the lungs by diffolving tuberculous 
concretions ; nor is it probable, from what we know of the ani-« 
mal economy, that any fuch will ever be difcovered, Yet medi- 
cines that operate in a general manner upon the {yfiem, may, by 
promoting abforption, and diminifhing the determination to the 
lungs, tend to difperfe tubercles, or to prevent their formation. 
There are not wanting inftances of wonderful recovery in cafes 
where the evil was fuppofed to be beyond the power of phyfic ; 
and in fome where nature was left to herfelf ; fo that a phyfician 
who has obferved the various and powerful refources nature has 
within herfelf, will be very cautious how he afferts that a difeafe 
is incurable. © ; 
The moft formidable effects of ulcerated lungs are the abforp- 
tion and confequent hectic. It feems evident that, in many cafes, 
death is brought on by this, rather than by the lungs themfelves 
being rendered unfit for the purpofes of refpiration. So that if 
we can obviate the effects of the abforption,, diminith the preter- 
natural determination to the lungs, and fulfil the other general 
indications juft now mentioned, we may very often enable nature 
to recover herfelf. It may be alleged, indeed, that the phyfician’s 
art has hitherto proved very unfuccefsful in thefe cafes ; but may 
not this be owing to.the remedies that are employed, being very 
often fuch as are inimical to the cure? | a 
_Vhe Peruvian bark is, perhaps, the moft commonly employed 
of any, and often confided in as an ultimate refource in thefe 
cafes. But befides this, the acid of vitriol, the balfams, and fre- 
quent bleedings, have each had their partifans. The ufe of blif- 
ters and iffues, opiates, a milk and vegetable diet, exercife and: 
change of air, are preity generally recommended by all. Con< 
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cerning?the »bark, Default-long.ago) obferved, that ‘it had been 
productive of great mifchief-in; confumptive cafes; and Dr: Fo- 
_thergill, in a saper «publithed: by hini-on this fubject, very judi- 
_cioufly remarks, thatthe bark. is fo far from curing the heétic 
fever arifing from difeafed lungs, that; according to the beft of 
“his obfervation, it not only takes up that time which might, pro- 
bably have becn better employed in the ule of other medicines, 
but for the moft part aggravates the difeafe beyond remedy. In- 
deed it has been the opinion of feveral attentive obfervers, that, 
Whenever pus ‘or any kind of «matter excites.an hectic fever, by 
being abforbed and carried into the circulation, the Peruvian bark 
will never fail to exafyerate the complaint, efpecially if it be ac- 
companied with any degree of inflammatory diathelis, unlefs the 
matter has a/free outlet from the fyftem; as in the cafe of ab-. 
{ceffes, for:inftance, in which we often find, the-bark produétive 
of excellent effects. It is likewife well known to be ufed as.a 
tonic, to obviate the effects of fluor albus, or any other immo- 
derate evacuation in delicate perfons, which, by:énfeebling the 
fyftem, very often Jays the foundation of phthifis.: but the mo- 
ment we have’ reafon to fufpeét thatthe lungs iare ulcerated, efpe- 
cially if this ulceration be attended withan inflammatory difpofi- 
tion, or if the fappuration of vitiated pus be in confequence of a 
peculiar inereafed morbid aétion of the veffels at the part, it ought 
tobe laid iafide; and in the genuine tuberculous con{umption, 
perhaps itisvat allitimes inadmiffible. | | 

Dr. Fothergill, however, obfervés, that there are two caufes of 
-confumption, which often. produce'fymptoms fo fimilar to thofe 
of the genuine phthifis, as*foimetines to have led him to make 
ufe of the bark, in apparent tendencies to a genvine pulmonary 
confumption, with.advantage: i f: 

One of «thefe caufes ‘is, the fuckling of children longer than. is 
eonfiftent with the mother’s ability. “This-cafe frequently oceurs 
among the niiddling and lower claffes of females, of conftitutions 
naturally delicate and tender. In fuch.a {tate.of wweaknefs, fome . 
flight cold brings on a-cough, which increafes: gradually,*tll at 
Jength it: produces the trae: pulmonary confumption. Here the 
bark given early, in moderate dofes, and merely as a tonic. re- 
medy, is often of excellent ufe. | : 

Another caufe is, any weakening: difcharge, either from -ab- 
fceffes, the greater operations of furgety, a copious and conftant 
fluor albus, ot fimilar enfeebling evacuations. That-the bark is, 
for the moft part, of ufe in thefe cafes, when the lungs. are not 
inflamed, “is indubitable 5 and if they be fo affécted, but not be- 
yond a certain degree, it is alfo éfficacious in preventing the 
progrefs of the confumption. : | y 

In phthifical complaints, fucceeding fuch fituations, a prudent 
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trial of the bark feems necefflary. Stall dofes of the decoction, 
or of the tinture, joined, by\a) previous mixture with mucilage - 
of gum-arabic, with the faline mixture, or with fuch other addi- 
tions as the phyfician thinks proper, may be given. : rite i 
The following formula may ferve as a fpecimen: 
(No. 194.) B, ‘Tiné. cinchonz flava: . 
° Mocilag. arab. gum. fing. 3). 
Aquz ammon. acet. _ Te 
Vel, Kali (Succ. Limon. fat.) Zi. spa ston 
Aquz diftillate Ziv. Fiat’ miftura ‘cujus capiat 
cochl. ij. vel iij. bis terve die. a Ry it Ce ae at 
But if, as too often happens, the breath becomes more tight — 
and oppreffed, the cough dry, the pulfe more quick and. hard, 
- and efpecially if flight tranfitory pains or f{litches about the thorax. 
are more frequently complained of, a perfeverance in the ufe of 
the bark will increafe the difeafe. If fuch alfo fhould be the ap~ 
pearances in the progrefs of the difeafe, or, from whatever caufes; 
if the bark be accompanied with’ fuch effects, the ufe of it ought 
to be withheld. . a Ya ered 
If, on the other hand, no pain, tightnefs, or oppreflion, is per- 
“ceived, andthere appears a manifeft abatement of the fymptoms, 
it will be advifable to proceed. “The adminifiration of this me= 
dicine, however, requires a judicious obferver; and it ought 
neither to be given in the early inflammatory ftage of this difeafe, 
nor be continued in any fubfequent period, if it produce the ef+_ 
fects above mentioned, to OY Stee Ses 
By its tonic virtues it will often enable nature to conquer many - 
dificulties. In confirmation of this remark, Dr. Fothergill far- - 
- ther obferves, that he has feen it of ufe in promoting expectora- 
tion, when this became deficient from want of ftrength towards © 
the end of peripneumonic fevers ; but that it flops this difcharge, - 
changes flight wandering pains into fuch as are fixed, and in+ 
-eafes them with all their confequences, in a variety of cafes. 
ahe diluted vitriolic acid, though in many inftances a highly 
feful remedy, is often exhibited in confumptive cafes with no_ 
\efs impropriety than the bark. This. medicine, from its” aftrin-_ 
gency, is obvioufly improper from the inflammatory ftate of- 
the difeafe. But in the latter ftage, when a general. tendency” 
to putrefaction takes place, it’ is ferviccable m refifting that. 
effect; it reftrains the colliquative fweats ; and if the lungs be 
not injured paft reparation, it is allowed to be a-very ufeful 
auxiliary. ° o tp TALT ioe ee eae 
Various are the opinions concerning the efficacy of Briftol- 
water in this difeafe. “Fhe experienced author laft, mentioned 
informs us, that he has feen many perfons recover. from pulmo- 
_ nary difeafes after drinking thefe waters, whofe cure feemed to. be 
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doubtful from any other procefs ; and he thinks this circumftance, 
added to the general reputation of , Brittolwaters in. phthifical 
cafes, affords fufficient inducement to recommend the trial of 
them in the early fltages of.fuch complaints. It is, however, 
before the approach of a confirmed phthifis that patients ought to 
repair to Briftol ; otherwife a journey thither will not only be 
without benefit, but-may even prove detrimental.. . M 

Some have imagined, that the journey, a better air, change of 
fituation and of objects, have contributed to the patient’s reco. 
very ; and thefe may doubtlefs be of advantage. It feems, how- 
ever, that the water drank freth at the pump, actually contains 
principles conducive to the recovery of patients atfeéted with 
_phthifical complaints. Ic feems to poifefs a flight calcareous {typ- 
ticity, and perhaps the air it contains may alfo have an antifep- 
tic quality.- On the whole it appears to be an efficacious medi- 
gine, and is often found of remarkable benefit to confumptive 
Patientaci (he =, } , 

Change of air, particularly from good to bad, is of great Con- 
fequence in all chronic difeafes of the lungs. In confumptive 
_ cates, the air of all large cities is found to be particularly inju- 

Tious. ¥ 3 . Re 

A fea-voyage has been much recommended in the cure of this 
difeafe. The benefit of exercife has alfo been {lrongly urged by 
_ many writers ; but, however falutary when properly ufed, it cer= 

tainly ought to be regulated with difcretion. Dr. Dickfon de- 
clares himfelf of opinion, that riding on horfeback in confumptive 
cafes is moft commonly hurtful, without fuch regulations as in 
general have been little regarded. For inftance, he has known a 
perfon who, by a ride.of an hour or twe in the morning, was 
very much recruited, and who, at another time, in the afternoon 
or evening, without undergoing more bodily motion, has re- 
turned faint and languid, and apparently worfe. ‘This obfervation 
on the fame perfon has been fo frequently made, as to point out 
clearly the times when this exercife {hall not do hurt in confumpe 
tive cafes. In this difeafe, the pulfe, hawever calm in the morn- 
ing, becomes more frequent in the afternoon and night, attended 
with heat and other feverifh fymptoms. Exercife, therefore, at 
tnis time, can only add to the mifchief of the fever. For this 
reafon he prudently recommends to ail heétic perfons, efpecially 
to thoie who fhall travel to diftane places on account of a better . 
air, or the benefit expected from any particular water, that their 
travelling fhould be flow, confined to a very few hours, and only - 
in the morning. | : : ) 

Exercife on horfeback {eems to be chiefly beneficial in thofe cafes 
where confumption isa fecondary difeafe. For example, in the 
nervous atrophy ; in the hypochondriacal confumption; or when 
jt is the effet of long-continued intermittents, or of congeltions 
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in any of the abdominal vifcera; or, in a word, whenever. the 
confumption is not attended with an inflamed or ulcerated ftate 
of the lungs; long journeys on horfeback will be beneficial. Such 
a practice may likewife be highly ufeful in obviating an attack of 
phthif#s, or in carrying off a dry hufky cough in a perfon of a 
confumptive habit, when there is reafon to fuppofe that ‘no tu- 
bercles are as yet formed. On the other hand, in the confirmed 
phthifis, when the, lungs are inflamed or ulcerated, much on vio- 
—Jent exercife will be improper; ‘and there have been inftances 
where the death of the patient was evidently accelerated by it. 
The exercife therefore fhould be gentle, proportioned to the 
ftrength of the patient, and employed only in the morning. In 
fine weather, an eafy open carriage is perhaps the moft eligible, 
not only on account of its being open to the air, but becaufe: it 
affords that kind of agitation which is moft wanted in thefe cafes. 
For if we confider the different modes of exercife, we fhall find that 
walking, though the beft exercife in health, as it employs the» 
“molt mufeles, is the worft for the fickly, who fhould have the 
benefit of exercife without fatigue. Riding on horfeback agitates 
the vifcera ‘more than walking, and is therefore ‘preferable to it 
in many chronic difeafes ; but when a preternatural determination — 
to the lungs has taken place, it will be liable to increafe the evil, 
and may likewife be hurtful by the fatigue that attends it. For ~ 
thefe reafons it will be prudent to begin with a carriage; and if 
the patient gain ftrength, and the difeafe abate, recourfe may 
afterwards be had to horfe-exercife. ! . , 
The gentle motion of a coach has been often-found of great uti- 
- jity in pulmonary complaints. Its efficacy {eems to depend chietly 
on its increafing the determination to the furface of the body. The 
naufea which this motion excites in fome perfons is an effect of 
this increafed determination, It has therefore been found benefi- 
cial in heemoptyfis; and Dr. Simmons mentions the cafe ‘of a 
lady, who, after trying various remedies to no purpofe, was- 
cured of this complaint by travelling feveral hundred miles through 
different parts of England in -her own coach. - At firft, whenever » 
fhe tarried three or four days in any place, the diforder began to- 
return again; but atlength, by perfeverinig in her journeys, it gra- 
dually went off. Default, who practfed at Bourdeaux about 
forty years ago, tells us, he fent deer confumptive patients to 
- Bareges, and with good-fuccefs ; but that in thefe cafes his re- 
-liance was not fo much upon the Bareges waters, as upon the 
motion of the carriage and the change of air in a journey of more 
than 100 leagues. | : ie 
It is now pretty generally acknowledged, that the good effects 
of fea-voyages in confumptive cafes depend more upon the con- 
ftant and uniform motion of the fhip, than upon any particular 
impregnation of the fea-air ; although this from its coolnefs and 
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"purity may likewife be of great ufe, efpecially in the hot months, 
‘when fea-voyages are generally‘ undertaken by confumptive pa- 
tients... The ancients. were no. flrangers.to this remedy ; and 
amongft the Romans it was no unufual thing for confumptive 
perfons to fail to Egypt. Pliny obferves, that this was done not 
for the fake of the climate, but merely on account of the length 
wof the voyage. _ iia : 

Many of our Englifh phyficians have recommended a- voyage | 
to Lifbon in thefe cafes; When this is dohe, the proper feafon of 
the year fhould be carefully attended to. Dr. Simmons knew a 
gentleman who went thither with fymptoms of incipient phthifis, 
and who experienced fome relief during the courfe of the voyage; 
but happening to arrive at Lifbon at the beginning of. the rainy 
feafon, the difeafe was foon greatly increafed, and terminated 
fatally. Some think the climate of. Madeira more favourable. 
OF tnis ifland fome particulars, worthy of a place here, are re- 
dated. by Dr. Adams in a letter to a medical friend in London. 
Alluding to what he has defcribed as the third fpecies of con- 
Aumption (fee p. 171), and the refult of Mr. Abernethy’s diffec- 

tions of thofe who have fallen victims to it, he fays, ‘ 1 muft 
difcriminate what I mean by a difeafe before 1 propofe a re- 
medy. : 

«Mr, Abernethy, in his Surgical and Phyficlogical Effays, 
part.i. p. 155, gives many judicious directions, by which the. 
confumption from confolidated or infaréted lungs, if you will admit 
fo antiquated an expreffion, may be difcovered at an early period. 
~ Whenever we find the thort dry cough with emaciation, it thould 
always be fufpeéted; and his teft feems fufficient to diflinguifh 
the difeafe from all others, excepting the early ftage of numerous 
{mall tubercles. ‘To diftinguifh thefe two complaints, we {hould, 
in the latter, look for other figns of {crofula ; but in_the for- 
mer, there is a peculiarity in the caft and character of features 
which is very ftriking. Initead of that fenfibility which enlivens 
the f{crofulous countenance, and that fanguine difpofition which 
fees, even in the moft unfavourable fymptoms, a. profpect of 
amendment, we find a ftiffnefs in all the motions of the features, - 
and of the whole body, which is always in a very erect, pofture. 
_The patient frequently anticipates his doom with a languor and 
“complacency, if poffible, more affected than the unfounded hopes 
of the other victim. When we are fatisfied that this is the dif - 
eafe, we may, I think, without change of climate, always infure 

‘fuccefs, at leaft, as long as the appetite for food continues. Ex- 
ercife, by which the blood is more determined ‘to the limbs, and 
occafional evacuations to anticipate that plethora which may 

_have become almoft periodically habitual, will feldom fail of fuc~ 
cefs in any climate.”’” Dr. Adams now proceeds to {peak more 
particularly of Madeira. i | ree 
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* Tn all cafes of tubercular or fer ofulous confumption,” fays he, 


_ © if, as you exprefs it, the patient dees not faunter away his 


time after you have advifed him to leave England, we can with 
certainty promife a cure.—Where the lungs are ulcerated from 
other caufes, it remains for you to determine whether there are 


powers remaining in the conftitution to effect a cure, if the pa- 


tient is placed in the moft favourable circumftances ; for though_ 
we fee many recover from a fituation which invariably proves 
faial during the winter in England, yet we have alfo inftances in 
which an emaciated carcafe has heen furrendéred to the waves 
during the voyage, or arrived only early enough to be decently 
interred. In an earlier period of the difeafe there can be no fitua>. 
tion in the world fo well calculated for the reftoration of difeafed 
Jungs as the ifland of Madeira. fad : 

‘¢ The valley of Tunchall is defended by immenfe hills from 
every wind but the fouth, where it is open to the fea breeze ; this. 


<< -preferves a temperature fo even, as is unknown in any “other 


part of the world. Our winters may be compared to your fum- — 
mers in every thing but the length of days, and thofe fudden~ 
changes from keat-to cold to which you are fubject. The ther= 
mometer with us is often fteady within doors, or. varies fearcely a _ 
degree for weeks together. © During winter, its whole range is 
from 58 to 65; and in fummer, from 70 to 75, rarely amount- — 
ing to 80, the heat being always tempered by a breeze in 
proportion to the force of the fun. ‘The drynefs of our atmos 
{phere is not lefs remarkable ; this is, I believe, of lefs con- 
fequence in confumptive cafes than in thofe which ase called hu- 
moral afthma, a difeafe unknown in this country. For want of ~ 
good hygrometers, -we have hitherto only been able to judge by 
the abfence of fogs, by the rapidity of our rivers, which have - 


~refufed a nidus to all frefh water fith excepting fuch eels as*can 


x 
hee 22 


fecure themfelves under large ftones, and by our fecurity from 
mufquitoes and moft other gnats; frogs, toads, and leeches, are 
equally unknown. Since my arrival, I have not feen or heard 
of a cafe of intermittent fever ; and the few dyfenteries produced © 
by the autumn, are milder~and more eafily relieved than thofe in - 
England. However, to decide the queftion. beyond a doubt, I 
procured two of Mr. Lane’s hygrometers: one: of thefe was — 


fufpended in open Veranda expofed to the beach, and the’other — 


at the refidence of the Hon. Augnftus Phipps, lefs than a mile. 
out of town, and in a fituation generally reputed damp for this 
country. By Mr. Phipps’s regifter, which you will receive with» 
‘this, it appears that the finger rarely pointed higher than 2, 
and was mo{t commonly lower for more than a month of our © 
rainy feafon, The other hygrometer was fo perpetually at, ‘or 
near o, th.t the gentlemas who had the charge of it, grew tired 
of marking its trifling variations, i ae a 


“ 


/ 
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« This difcuffion appears to me of no further‘confequence, 
than as far as ‘truth is concerned, till it is found that a dry air is 
neceflary for thofe who feel a temporary relief from inhaling 
hydrogen gas, the {team of water, and other analogous fubftances. 
‘The Pa is much more to the purpofe, that in all cafes of fcro- 
fulous confumption, not too far advanced, the climate of Madeira 
proves a certain remedy.. The only obvious caufes I can offer 
for this cou/fant fuccefs are, firft, the equal temperature of our 
climate ; next, that the lungs are not irritated by any particles 
arifing from an open fire, or by the contraction of the fkin from 
a partial accefs of air, which artificial heat will always produce. 
Our roads too being moft of them paved, and no wheel carriages 
ufed in the moft inhabited part of the ifland, thofe clouds of duft 
never arife which dry weather produces ‘in other parts of the 
world, which in hot climates will fometimes produce catarrh, 
and which are always found injurious to weak or difeafed lungs. 
Thefe are; I believe, the principal enquiries you withed to 
make: it is true, they are of little confequence compared to the 
important fa€t you have in view. it is, however, fatisfactory to 
trace probable caufes; and it may he well worth. your while to 
try whether fpacious buildings, regularly heated, fafely ventilated, 
and large enough to admit of neceflary exercife, may not anfwer 
the purpofe for fuch whofe want of means, of courage, or of 
leifure, prevent their taking a voyage to a more. genial cli-' 
niate.”’ | we ap ) 

An-‘unofual fpecies of motion has been extolled as highly ufe- 


ful in-confumptiye cafes, by Dr. James Carmichael Smyth, of 
- London, who has publifhed an account of the effets of /winging, 


employed as a remédy in the pulmonary confumption and heétic 
fever. In this treatife Dr. Smyth contends, that fea-air, inftead 
of being of advantage, is conflantly prejudicial to hectic and con- 
fumptive perfons, and even to thofe who have a tendency to fuch 
complaints. He thinks, therefore, that the benefit derived from 
fea-voyages muft certainly be referred to fome other canufe. In - 

ftating his fentiments on this fubject, he atiempts to eflablifh a _ 

diftinction between exercife and motion. By exércife, he undere — 


ftands mufcular action, or the exertion of the loco-motive powers 


of the body either alone or combined. This he reprefents as in- 
crealing the force and frequency of the heart’s contraction, the 
velocity and momentum of the blood, the quicknefs of breathing, 


_ the heat, the irritability, and the tranfpiration of the whole body. 


By motion, in contradiftinG@ion to ex rcife, he means fuch motion 
as is not neceffarily accompanied with any agitation or fuccuffion 
of the body, and which is totally independent of any mufcuiar ex- 
ertion. ‘The effects of this, both on the heart, the lungs, and 
indeed on the fyftem in general, he confiders as of the fedajive 
kind; thus it fufpends the action of coughing, and leffens the fre- 


” 
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quency. of the pulfe, He is, therefore, led to refer the ‘good: ef- | 
fects of fea-voyages entirely to this caufe.. And on thefe grounds — 
he was led to conclude, that the motion given by, {winging might 
be of equal if not greater fervice.. ‘This conclufion, we are. told, 
in the treatife above. alluded to, experience in many cafes has fully 
confirmed, And he recommends it asa mode. of cure which may 
be employed with advantage in every ftage of phthifis. . While, 
however, the reafoning of Dr. Smyth on this fubject feems to be 
liable to many objections, .we are forry to add, that his cbferva- 
tions in practice have by no means been confirmed by-thofe of 
others; who have had recourfe to this mode of cure:, >.) 

_ The beft adapted diet in confumptive cafes is milk, particularly — 
that of affes. . It may however be remarked, that there are: con-+ 
{titutions in which this falutary nutriment feems to difagree. A. 
propenfity to generate bile, or too ftrong a difpofition. to acedf= 
cency froma weaknefs of the digeltive organs, both merit atten=~ 
tion. Whey, either from cows’ or goats” milk, appears to be 

more fuitable in the former cafe: and for correcting acidity, lime- 
water may be added to the milk. . The method of adding rum or ~ 
brandy to affes’ or cows’ milk, fhould be ufed with great caution: 
for when added beyond a certain quantity, as is often the cafe, — 
they not only coagulate the miik, but heat the body; by which . 
means the former. difagrees with the patient, ‘and the. fpirit aug- 
ments the difeafe. we foopeng: sty ties 
In confumptive cafes, Dr. Simmons obferves, that the patient’s 
tafte fhould be confulted;.and fays- that a moderate ufe of. antmal 
food, where the falted and high-feafoned kinds are avoided, is not 
to be denied. + Shell-fith, particularly oyfters, are ufefyl, as well 
as {nails {wallowed whole, or boiled in. milky... ite Ling cite oc 
Repeated bleedings, in {mail quantities, are confidered in con= — 
fumptive cafes as highly advantageous :. and in particular circum= | 
{tances they undoubtedly are fo ; for inftance, when the conftitus | 
tion apparently abounds with blood; when the fluid drawn off is 7 
extremely fizy ; when there is much pain in the breaft; and when 
venefection is followed by an abatement of every fymptom. In 3 
thefe cafes, bleeding is ceitainly proper, and ought to be repeated ° 
fo long as it feems to be attended with advantage, In very: delicate © 
_conftitutions, however, even where the pulfe is quick, with fome — 
degree of fulnefs, and the bloed-laft drawn confiderably fizy, it ” 
may not prove equally ferviceable. — , dicts Pag! abe tea 
{t deferves to be remarked, that: the inflammatory appearance — 
of the blood is not atone a fufhcient reafon for bleeding ; but, in 
‘determining the propriety of this evacuation, all othe circum= — 
{tances {hould be confidered; fuch as the patient’s age, ftrength, © 
habit, and the flate of the difeafe. : CS 

A remark which has been judicioufly made by Dr. Fothergill, | 

ought not to be omitted in the account of this difeafe, Jt is; that 


- on 
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’ 
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young delicate females, from the age of fifteen or fixteen, and 
upwards, are often fubject to confumptions. When the difeafe 
has. advaneed confiderably, the menfes, if they have made their 
appearance, moft generally ceafe. This alarms their female 
friends, and they call upon the phyfician to ufe his utmoft endea- 
veurs for reftoring the difcharge ; believing the ceffation of it to 
be the immediate caufe of the phthifical complaint. Induced by 
their folicitations, medicines have fometimes been admunifteréd, 
which, without obtaining this end, have tended to ageravate the 
diftemper. This deficiency is often of no real difadvantage in 
thofe cafes; and in many the evacuation would prove injurious, 
by diminifhing the flrength which is already too much impaired. 
E.ven fmall bleedings. at the regular periods have often done more 
harm than good, A fudden fuppreilion may require bleeding ; 
\but when the evacuation fails through want of ftrength, ‘and frona 
poverty of blood, the renewal of it increafes the difeafe. 
_ Befides thefe remedies, Dr. Simmons {ftrongly recommends a 
frequent repetition of vomits. Many phyficians have fuppofed, 
that where there is any increafed determination to the lungs, vo- 
mits do mifchief: bat Dr. Simmons is perfuaded, that inftead of 
augmenting they diminith this determination; and that much good 
may be expected from a prudent ufe of this remedy, than which 
none has a more general or powerful effect on the fyftem. If 
any remedy be capable of difperfing a tubercle, he believes it to 
be vomits, he affections of the liver, that fometimes accom= 
pany pulmonary complaints, give way to repeated emetics fooner 
than to any, other remedy. In feveral cafes where the cough and 
the matter expectorated, the flufhing heats, lofs of appetite, and 
other fymptoms, threatened the mott fatal event; the complaints 
were greatly relieved, and in others wholly removed, by. the fre- 
quent ufe of emetics. Other fvitable remedies were indeed em- 
ployed at the fame time; but the relief the patients generally ex- 
_perienced after the. emetic, was a fufficient proof of its falutary 
operation. By this, however, the does not mean that vomits will . 
be ufeful in every period of the difeafe, or in every patient. In 
general, it will be found that the earlier in the difeafe emetics are 
had recourfe to, the more likely they will be to do good,- and the 
leis likely to do harm, ‘The cafes in which. emetics may be 
reckoned improper, are commonly thofe in which the difeafe is 
Yapid in its progrefs; or in that {lage of it when there is great 
debility, with profufe colliquative {weats, 

In thefe cafes, when -an emetic has been adminiftered twice a- 
week, and the cough is mitigated, the expectoration facilitated, 
and the other fymptoms relieved, both the patient and the phyfician - 
will be encouraged to proceed, and to repeat the vomit every 
fecond day, or even every day, for feyeral days together, as 
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Dr. Simmons has fometimes done when the good effeéts of it 


‘wrere obvious. 


at 


3 


The choice of emetics to be employed in thefe cafés is by no ~ > 


‘means a matter of indifference. Carduus’ tea, camomile tea, . 


warm water, and others that act by their bulk, and by exciting 
naufea, relax the tone of the ftomach when. they are frequently 


repeated, and of courfe will be improper. More a€tive emetics — 
are therefore to be preferred’; and here fome of the preparations 


of antimony might naturally be thought of. But the operation of 
thefe is not confined to the tomach. ‘They produce-evacuations 
by ftool, and a difpofition to fweat; and are therefore imptoper in 
the pulmonary heCtic. ‘The mildnefs and excellence of ‘ipeca- 
ewanha as an emetic, are well known; but in thefe cafes, Dr. 


Simmons has often employed vitriolated copper, concerning the — 


effedts of which we meet with'fome groundlefs affertions ‘in fe- 
veral médical books. “Its opération is confined to the ftomach ; 


at acts almoft inftantancoufly, and its altrimgency feems to obviate a 
- the relaxation that is commonly fuppofed to attend the frequent —_ 


ufe of emetics. In two cafes he experienced its good effects, 
after vomits of ipceacuanba had been given ineffectually. “It 


. ‘ 


fhould be adminiftered_ in the morning,, and in the following 


manner: | Noa eget hs Se 
Let the patient firft fwallow about half a pint of water, and 


immediately afterwards the vitriol diffolved in a cupful of water. 
“Fhe dofe of it muft be adapted to the age and other circumftances 


of the patient, and may be varied from two grains to ten, fifteen, 
Pp ’ y $ 1eeCi}, 


ertwenty. As fome perfons are much more eafily puked than — ; 


others, it will be prudent to begin with a {mall dofe: not that any ~ 


dangerous effects will be produced by a large one, for the whole 


of the medicine is inftantly rejeed ; but if the naufea be violent 


and of ‘long continuance, the patient may pethaps be difcouraged 
from repeating it. In general, the moment the emetic has reached 


the ftomach it is thrown up again. “The patient muft then fwal- _— 


low another half pint of water, which is likewife fpeedily rejected ; 


and this is commonly fufficient to remove the naufea. ~~ 


Dr. Marryat, in his New Praéice of Phyjic, prefcribes with 


great freedom what he calls the dry vomit, from its being directed 
to be taken without drinking. “This medicine confifts of blue 


vitriol and tartarifed antimony in the following proportions ; and - 
indeed its good effedts have been afeertained by other practitioners: 


im feveral inftances: f 

{No. 195.) B Cupri vitriolati in pulv. trit. 

Antim. tartaris, fing. gr. ifs. 
Optime mifceantur et fiat pulv. emetie. © 


He directs it be given at night in a fpoonfu! of water, and if 


qualms remain after its operation, a {poonful of warm brandy is 


~~ 
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- to be given to fettle the fomach. It thould be obferved, however,’ 


of this medicine, that ic is very apt to produce evacuation in the 
oppofite direction ; and may therefore be lefs fit than vitriolated 
copper alone, for the purpofe here affigned it. Indeed, it is to 


_ be doubted, whether the fame beneficial agtion, without the pof- 


{ibility of deleterious etfedts from the mineral employed, may not 
be produced by exhibiting a fpoonful of Dr. Mofeley’s “ Vitriolic 
Solution :’’ 7 . d 
(No. 196.) B Zinci vitriolati drach. iij. 
bi Alominis drach. j. , 
Coccinell. contus. gran. vj. 
Aquz bullientis hb. jy. — 
Fiat folutio et cola. 
This operates quickly ; is followed by no debilitating naufea; and — 
leaves the ftomach braced and invigorated. ; 
Another remedy which Dr. Simmons ftrongly recommends 
in confumptive cafes, both from his own obfervation and 
on the authority alfo of many other eminent practitioners, is 
myrrh, 
{No. 197.) B Myrrh. in pulv. trit. or. x. ad xxx. 
ellis q. s. ut fiat Bolus, bis terve die fumendus. 
If there be much inflammatory tendency, it may be combined 
with a proportion of nitre or of cream of tartar, which has often 


_ been ferviceable in cafes which were apparently inftances of in- 
> eipient phthifis even of the tuberculous kind. But when the dif- 
eafe is far advanced, or even decidedly marked, as far as our ex- 


perience goes, it has rarely if ever. been productive of any be- 
nefit. , mee 

Befides the ufe of internal remedies in pulmonary affections, 
phyficians have often prefcribed the fteams of refinous and bal- 
famic fubflances to be conveyed into the lungs. The vapour of 


_ e@thereal fpirit of vitriol, dropt into warm water, has likewife beer — 


ufed in thefe cafes. The inhaling of fixed air has alfo been fpoken 
of as an ufeful pratice.. Dr. Simmons has feen all of thefe me- 
thods tried at different times ; but without being able to perceive 
any real advantages from them in the fuppurative ftage of the dif- 
eale; where they might be expected to be of the greateft ufe; and 
in the beginning he has often found the two firlt to be too ftimu- 
lating. He therefore preferred the fimple vapour of warm water, 


- and has experienced its excellent éffects in feveral inftances; but 


when the complaint has made any confiderable progrefs, its utility 
is lefs obvious: and when the patients have been much weakened, 
he has feen it bring on profufe fweats, efpecially when ufed in 
bed, and therefore generally recommended it to be ufed in the 


day-time. Formerly he made ufe of a fumigating machine, de- 


fcribed in the Gentleman’s Magazine for 1748, in which the 
air infpired by the patient is made to pafs through hot water 


ad * 
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by. mearis of a tube that communicates with the external air, 
--and with the bottom of the veffel: but we haye now a more ele- 
gant and (on account of the valve and mouth-piece) a more ufeful 
anftrument of this kind, the Jzbaler, invented by the ingenious 
_ Dr. Mudge. - sit: iB: 
'.» Another remedy recommended by fome as a fpecific m con-~ 
fumptions is the earth-bath. Van Swieten, in his Commentaries 
on Boerhaave, tells us, from the information of a perfon of*cre- 
’ dit, that in fome parts of Spain they have a method of curing the 
phthifis pulmonalis by the ufe of this remedy; and he quotes the 
celebrated Solano de Luque. in confirmation of this praétice, So= 
Fano {peaks of the banos de tierras or earth-baths, as a very old and 
common remedy in Granada and fome parts of Andalufia, in 
cafes of hectic fever and confumption ; and relates feveral in- 
flances of their good_effects ‘in his own pra€tice. “Phe method 
he adopted on thefe occafions was as follows: he chofe a fpot of 
ground on which no plants had been fown, and there he made a. 
hole large and deep enough to admit the patient up to. the chin. 
The 'interftices of the pit were then carefully filled up with the 
frefh mould, fo that the earth might. every where come in con- 
‘ta&t with the patient’s body. In this fitvation the patient was 
fufferedto remain till he began to fhiver or felt himfelf uneafy ; 
and during the whole proceis; Solano occdfionally adminiftered: 
food or. fome cordial medicine. The patient was then taken out, 
and, after beng wrapped in a linen cloth, was placed upon a 
mattrefs, and two hours afterwards lis whole body was rubbed 
with an ointment, compofed of the leaves of the folanum nigrum. 
and hogs’ lard. He obferves, that a new pit muft be made every 
time the operation is repeated ; and advifes the ufe of thefe baths 
‘only from the end of May to the end of O&tober. Dr. Fouquet, 
an ingenious French phytician, has tricd this remedy in two 
cafes. In-one,'a conarmed phthifis, he was unfuccefsful ; but 
the remedy had not a fair trial The patient, a man thitty years 
of age, had’ been for. feveral months afflicted with cough, hetie — 
fever, and profufe colliquative fweats. He was firft put into the 
earth in the month of June; but foon complained of an uneafy 7 
‘epprefion at his tomach, and was removed at.the end of feven 
~ minutes. The fecond time:he was able to remain in it half an 
' hour, and when taken out was treated inthe way preferibed by 
Solano. In this manner the Baths were repeated five times, and 
the patient was-evidently relieved ; but having conceived a diflike 
_ to the procefs, he refufed to fubmit to any further trials, and died - 
fome months afterwards. | Inthe fecond cafe hé was more fortus 
nate: the patient, a girl eleven years of age, had been for three 
months troubled with a cough brought on by the meafles, which 
was at length attended with .a purulent expectoration, hedtic fee — 
ver, and night-fweats. She began the ufe of the earth-bath in 
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At the end of that time the fever and difpofition to fweat had 
entirely ceafed, and by the ufe of the common remedies, the pa- 
tient was perfeCily reftored. A phyfician at. Warfaw has like- 
wife prefcribed the earth-bath. with good fuccefs in cafes of hectic 
fever, The Spaniards confine it entirely to fuch cafes; but in 
fome other parts of the world we find a fimilar method employed 
as a remedy for other difeafes, and particularly for the fea-feurvy. 
Dr. Prieftley obferves, that the Indians, he has been told, have a 
cuftom of burying their patients labouring under putrid difeafes 
up to the chin in frefh mould, which is alfo known to take off 
the fetor from flefh-meat beginning to putrefy. ‘The rancidity 
of aham, for example, may be corrected by burying it for a 
few hours in the earth. The efficacy of this remedy in the fea- 
feurvy has, it is faid, frequently been experienced by the crews 
of our Eaft-India thips. | 
Solano, who is fond of philofophizing in his writings, is of 
opinion, that the earth applied in this way abforbs the morbid-taint 
from the fyftem : but does it not feem more probable, that the: 
€ffluvia of the earth, by being abforbed and carried into the circu-. 
lation, corrects the morbid ttate of the fluids, and thus are equally | 
ufeful in the fea-{curvy and inthe pulmonary heQic? That the 
earth, when moiltened, does emit a grateful odour, is a fact gene~ 
rally known ; and Baglivi, long ago, gave his teftimony in favour 
of the grateful effects of the effluvia of frefh earth. He afcribes 
thefe good effects to the nitre it contains. ; 
The earth-bath, both in confumptive cafes and likewife in a 
variety of other affections, was fome years, ago extenfively em- 
ployed in Britain by Dr. Graham, a celebrated empiric. But, as 
far as we can ‘learn, in moft. cafes it produced to the patient a 
very diftreffing fenfation of cold; in fome, it feemed to be pro- - 
ductive of bad effects, probably in confequence of this cold; and. 
we have not heard of any confumptive cates in which good effects 


Auguft, and repeated it eight times in the {pace of twenty days. 


were decidediy obtained from ‘it. odode ay | 
With regard to the drains, fuch as blitters, iffues, and fetons, 
that are fo frequently recommended in pulmonary complaints, — 
there is lefs danger of abufe from them than from the practice of 
venefection. The difcharge ‘they excite is not calculated’ to 
weaken the patient much ; and the relief they have fo often been 
found to afford, is a fufficient reafon for giving them a trial, 
Blifters, as is well known, act in a twofold manner; by obvi- 
ating {pafm, and producing reyulfion: iffues and fetons:-act 
chiefly in the latter of thefe two ways; and in this refpect their 
effects, though lefs fudden and lefs powerful at firft, are moré 
durable from the continuatice of the difcharge they occafion. It 
is perhaps hardly neceffary. to. remark, that, if much fervice is to 
be expected from either of thefe remedies, they fhould be applied 
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early in the difeafe. The ingenious Dr. Mudge, who experi- 
enced: the good effects of a large fcapulary iffue in his own per- 
fon, very properly obferyes, that the difcharge in thefe cafes ought 
to be confiderable enough to be felt. But it is feldom poffible for _ 
us to prevail on the delicate perfons who are moft frequently the _ 
victims of this difeafe, to fubmit to the application of a cauftic 
between the fhoulders. The difcharge produced by a feton is by 
no means inconfiderable ; and as in thefe cafes there 1s generally 
fome inflammatory ftitch, fome part of the breaft that is more 
painful or more affected by ‘a deep infpiration than the reft, a 
_ feton in the fide,’as near as can.be to the feat of the inflammation, 
will be an ufeful auxilgry. Dr. Simmons has feen it evidently 
of great-ufe in feveral cafes. et ig 
~ We have the following excellent cautions and remarks on- - 
fome parts of the cuftomary treatment of phthifis pulmonalis, by 
Dr. Percival : 4 | 
“© Whenever bleeding is thought expedient in delicate and de- 
bilitated fubjects,”’ fays the doctor, “‘ which it is too often /up= 
_pofed to be in cafes of pulmonary confumption, if great timidity 
prevail, it ought to be deemed a fufficient contra-indication. I 
have feen a rigor of feveral hours’ continuance, and extreme 
proftration of ftrength, fucceed the lofs of only two ounces of 
blood, in a lady who dreaded the lancet; though fhe affected to 
fubmit to it with magnanimity. Indeed this very effort might 
contribute to the injury, by being too great for her feeble frame 
of mind and body. The like obfervation may be applied to the 
~ ufe of voyages in this malady. Such a mean of cure fhould only 
be recommended when there can be full confidence that the pa= 
tient is equal to the fatigues, and not difpofed to be affected by 
the terrors of it*. On the fame grounds of reafon and’ huma- 
nity, long and painful journeys to Briftol, Matlock, and other — 
places of refort, are to be adopted with caution. Change of ~ 
air and of place is often ufeful in this complaint; and I have ge= — 
 nerally obferved it to be moft fuccefsful when the medicina mentis 
has been the principal obje& of it. There isa languor, an im- 
patience, and irritability, attendant on fuch invalids, which-is 


Ns 


_ * Alluding to Dr. Carmichael Smyth’s opinion, that the fea air is prejre 
dicial to the hectic and confumptive, and evento thofe who have any ten- — 
dency to fuch complaints, Dr. Percival fays, ‘ In -fome inftances my expe» 
' fience has been confonant; in others, contradiétory to this obfervation. ‘The 
truth is, phthifis pulmonalis attacks very different conffitutions, and originates 
from different caufes. When labouring under a dyfpnoea, many years ago, the 
confequence of an hemoptoe, I went to Scarborough for the benefit of the 

_ fea air. Riding on the beach always irritated my lungs, and increafed the 
difficulty of breathing. I could fenfibly perceive the acrimony of the va- 
pours which I infpired ; but on the hills near Scarborough, and on any fitu- 
ation where the peculiar odour of,the fhore was not perceptible, E felt refrefh- 
mené from every breeze which blew from the ocean.” 
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wonderfully alleviated by the charms of variety, and the foothing 
influence of rural fcenery. When a journey therefore is di- 
"rected, the patient fhould make frequent ftops, and, reft feveral 
days at once, in fuch falubrious fituations as furnith comfortable 
- accommodation, and pleating views. of nature. A plan like this 
is perfectly compatible with that gentle moderate regimen of 
diet and of phytic, which experience inftructs us to be moft ap- 
propriate to the feveral ftages of the phthifis pulmonalis. The 
extreme antiphlogiftic method of treatment 1 have often obferved 
to aggravate the fufferings of the paticnt, and to accelerate his 
death. In this‘ malady inflammation is, perhaps, only an occa- 
fional concomitant ; for the tubercles in the cellular fubftance of 
the lungs are found to be of a whitith colour and cartilaginous 
hardnefs, and to remain folid till they attain a certain fize, 


Matter then begins to be formed in their centre. As they grow ~ 


larger, fuppuration advances till they are converted into vomicz ; 
but thefe retain their white colour and hard texture, and no blood- 
veffels are to be feen upon them, even when examined by. a mi- 
crofcope, after injeCting.the lungs from the pulmonary artery 
and vein*. The ingenious phyfician, to whom we are indebted 
for fo interefting an inveftigatiag, hath, however, informed us, 
that tubercles, when of a certain bulk, and vomice alfo, render 
the portion of the lungs contiguous to them red, fometimes hard, 
Impervious to air, and confequently unfit for refpiration. . In the 
{tate defcribed, local inflammation certainly fubfifts; yet from 
long and extenfive experience I have found that it does not often 
manifett itfelf in the humid climate of Lancafhire, by fuch pa- 
roxyims of genuine peripneumonic fever as require venefection, 
or the more active refrigerant medicines. The degree of hectic 
heat is a fallacious criterion cf the propriety of blood-letting ; 
and I have obferved it to be generally augmented by that evacua- 
tion, when the patient is ot a ftrumous habit; when the hair 
falls off, the nails grow rapidly, and a confiderable wafting of 
the flefh and ftrength prevails. Under fuch circumftances alfo 
T have felt painful difappointments in the ufe of nitre; the effects 
of which, as a febrifuge, can only be afcertained by thofe who 
have had opportuniues of attending to its fubfequent, as well as 
immediate operation. A youth in my family, fome time ago, 
had all the fymptoms of a true hectic; and as I then entertained 
a favourable cpinion of this remedy, I repeatedly adminiftered it 
to him in the dofe of fifteen grains. The pulfe was ufually re- 
duced by it from 110 to go ftrokes ina minute, for the fpace. of 
about a quarter of an hour; that is, whilft the ftomach remained 
fenfible to the fedative powers of the falt. But a re-aStion foon 


* For thefe the author refers to the extraéts from Dr. Stark’s manufcript, 
“Medical Communications, yol. & P- 390. / 
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fucceeded in the fyftem, and the’ pulfe was frequently quickened 
to 130 vibrations, continuing in the accelerated much ‘longer ~ 
than in the retarded ftate.; and always fuffering a permanent di- — 
minution of ftrength. In cafes of this kind,~certain imedicinés . 
of the tonic clafs prove eventually antiphlogiftic. A young lady, — 
aged fixteen, nearly related to me, was‘in the {pring of 1785 af~ 
feéted with pulmonic complaints, which threatened a_phthifis. 
As they were accompanied with great languor and debility, I 
gave her a folution of twelve grains of myrrh, every fix hours, 

in a faline effervefcing draught; marking the effect on the 
pulfe with anxious attention. —[ thalltranfcribe from nity notes only 
the firft obfervation which I made, becaufe each fubfequent one 
was fimilar in refult.’ April the 2oth, half paft feven o’clock in 
the evening, pulfe 120,-feeble; the draught adminiftered. “Ten 
minutes before eight, pulfe 98, ftronger ard fuller; half paft 
eight, pulfe 100. By perfeverance in the ufe of this remedy; 
and other auxiliary means, the yoting lady happily recovered her 
health and ftrength. Camphor has been juftly recommended in ~ 
the plithifis pulmonalis ; but fhould be given in fuch fmall dofes 

as not to offend the flomach. It combines pérfeétly with myrrh; 
and, notwithftanding its fuppofed heating quality, pesuaps acts 
rather as a fedative than a ftimulant on the arterial fyitem ; as. 
feems to be evinced by. the following curious fact, communicated 

to me by my late friend Dr. Dobfon. ¢ In June, 1780, three: 
drachms of camphor were adminiftered to a’ maniacal‘ patient, in. 
dofes of one fcruple, within the fpace of twenty-four hours. — 
The pulfe was reduced from eighty to feventy flrokesin~a mi= 
nute; and the mania was mitigated. The fucceeding day, the 
fame quantity was given in twelve hours. Profufe fweatings and 
great itching enfued ; the pulfe funk to fifty-five ; and the mania ” 
was. cured.’ Inthe treatment of pulmonic diforders, particular 
attention fhould-always be paid to the reciprocal fympathy which 
fubfifts between the ftomach, the lungs, and the heart. What-~ 
ever occafions an agreeable fenfation in the 6rgans of digeftion,. 
and at the fame time gives a gentle degree of tone to them, will 
tend to abate the velocity of the pulfe, and to check the violence 
and frequency of coughing. Porter, on thefe accounts, often 
‘proves a grateful and falutary beverage ; and affords peculiar 
fupport and‘ refrefhment under colliquative fweats*: but “we 
cannot, from the fenfible qualities alone of the fubflances to be- 
adminiftered, afcértain their operation on this delicate organ, 
jiable perhaps, in fuch affeCtions, to peculiar and anomalous — 


* Dr. Percival recommends as a remedy for the colliquative fweats in 
phthitis pulmonalis, the ufe of a calico waiftcoat, or’ fhirt, which has been ~ 
feeped in a firong decoétion of cinchona, Lk fhould be well dried, and re- 
newed daily. 
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feelings. Indeed the action of imoft medicines 6n the human 
body, is rather relative than abfolute; and cooling or heating, 
fedative or ftimulant, are'in many inftances convertible powers 
when applied to different maladies, or to diverfified {lates of the 
nervous fyftem. ‘A>'gentleman of rank in this county, was 
fuppofed to be in an advanced ftage of what js termed a gal- 
loping confumption, having an inceffant cough, an expectoration 
apparently’ purulent, continued heats, and night fweats; yet his 
cure was accomplifhed by giving wine-whey copioully, and by 
adminifterme large dofes of falt of hartfhorn with fpermaceti. 
A very low regimen Had been direéted by his phyficians. THe 
cordial plan was adopted by degrees, and with @ cautious ob- 
fervance of its effechs ; which happily proved to be a progreflive 
abatement of the fever, cough, and fpitting, a gentle fit of the 
gout, to which the patient had formerly been fubject, and the 
' perfect re-eftabli(hitient of his health. 

“ In a cutious fadt, recorded by Dr. Mead, there appeats to 
have been an interchangeable relation between lunacy and the 
phthifis pulmonalis ; the latter béing cured by thé acceffion of 
the former malady, and recurring as foon as the brain was re- 
{tored to its natural funGtions. The following interefting fact 
has occurred in my practice. Mr. C—’s daughter, aged tine 
years, after labouring under ‘the fymptoms of phthifis pul- 
monalis four months, was affeéted with unufual pains in her 
head. Thefe rapidly increafed to fuch a degree as to occafion 
frequent fcreatings. ‘Lhe cough, which had before been ex- 
tremely violent, and was attended with ftitches in the breaft, now 
abated ; and ina few days ceafed almoft entirely. The pupils of” 
the eyes became dilated; a itrabifmus enfued; and in about a 
week, death put a petiod to her agonies.. Whether this affection 
of the head arofe from the effufion of water or of blood, is un- 
certain 5 but its influence on the ftate of the lungs is worthy of 
notice. I have received authentic information of a ftate of fa~ 
tuity fubfifting from infaney, and nearly approaching to idiotif{m, 
that, after thirty-four years, terminated in ‘a confumption of the 
lungs ; towards the fatal clofe of which the patient difplayed a 
degree of intellectual vigour, aftonifhing to her family and 
friends, and not lefs fo to a learned and judicious clergyman 
who vifited her officially, and who communicated this account to 
me. Indeed, ina true-heétic fever, the mental powers are ge- 
nerally in a {tate of improvement; and it is the lively perception 
of it which probably excites thofe emotions of hope that afford 
fuch feafonable fupport and confolation to the fufférer. Whereas 
imbecility of mind, when’ not accompanied with torpor, is al- 
ways charaCterifed by dejection and defpair. POE Sry 

* The pathology of the pulmonary sonfumption is not yét 
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_afcertained, as will appear from a review of the difcordant opi- 
nions of numberlefs wri:ers, from the time of Hippocrates, to 
the prefent period. The following propofitions may, perhaps, 
lead to'a more fuecefsful inveftigation of this interefting fubje&. 

.“ Confumption, when it originates from what is termed a- 
fevere cold, is generally. preceded by a catarrhal inflammation 
andfever. ‘This fever fubfides, but the cough continues ; tuber- 
cles are formed; and a-different f{pecies ot fever, or the true 
hectic, takes place. | a pring 
' . The progtefs to this fecond ftage is frequently fo flow and 
gradual, as not to be much noticed; yet the hectic fymptoms, 
when they occur, are more violent; the proftration of ftrength, 
marafmus, colliquative fweats, and diarrhoea, advance with greater 
rapidity, and terminate fooner in death. In fuch cafes the pa- 
tients are generally of a ftrumous habit. ~ 

-  Tubercles and vomice probably conftitute the characteriftics 
of the diforder in every form; and in their action they feem to 
bear fome flight analogy to the ulcers, or gangrene of the throat, 
in the angina maligna. ‘Chey produce a contamination .of the 
_ parts which are contiguous to them ; excite inflammation in the 
Aungs, and a local difpofition to fphacelus ; generate a. purulent 
“matter, often of an acrimonious quality ; and deftroy the vitai 
energy by a fever of a peculiartype.”) , 4 
_.. We have thus far trodden. the .beaten’ path of phyficians in 
detailing the caufes, fymptoms, and cure of this fatal and_fre- 
quent difeafe ; we fhall not, however, have acquitted ourfelves 
of what is due to the medical reader, if we do not advert to two- 
_ new remedies which are under trial-in the treatment of phthifis, 
-and which have made confiderable noife im the world, namely, 
the ufe of the digitalis purpurea, and the refpiration of a medicated 
aimofphere. We {hall give the teftimony of the lateft writers on 
.thefe fubjects under the feparate head of >. ra 
3. New remedies in Phthifis.| Innumeérable and contradiCtory 
have been the obferyations on the effects of the digitals purpurea, 
in the cure of phthilis pulmonalis, by different» phyficians ; and 
a minute detail of what has been written would be tirefomé, 
and even difgufting ; we fhall therefore felect; as the moft im- 
“partial ftatement, Dr. Magennis’s paper, publithed in No. xxv. 
“of the Medical and Phyfical, Journal... .— | hsv ow 
~ The public attention has been, fixed.with a confiderable de~ 
gree of anxiety for the laft two years, on the various contra~ 
‘diGory accounts, pubhifhed at different times, refpeéting the 
‘effects of the digitalis as a fuccefsful remedy in the cure of “pul- 
monary confumption. Like every new and valuable. difcovery 
that has been made and applied to the removal: of one or more 
of the afflicting catalogue of difeafes to which, the human frame 
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is {ubject, the fox-glove has experienced the moft unbounded 
‘praifes, and the keeneft cenfure. The advocates for the ufe of 
this medicine, as is ufual with all new difcoveries, have ex- 
‘tolled its virtues probably beyond the juft bounds of truth, and 
‘what will notbe found warranted by a more general and extenfive 
experience. On the other hand, its enemies have not only de- 
nied its poflefling any antiphthifical powers whatever, but have 
abfolutely condemned it as a dangerous and deleterious drug, which 
ought to be altogether excluded from medical pra€tice, and ranked 
only in the clais of the moft deadly vegetable poifons. The 
truth is moft commonly found to lie between thefe extremes; and 
in no in{tance, perhaps, is this general rule more applicable than 
in the prefent. nical 

«It is the duty of every medical man, to exert his utmoft 
abilities in endeavours to oppofe barriers to the wafteful voids 
oceationed fo frequently in families and fociety by the fatal effed's 
of pulmonary confumption ; and he who devotes his Jéifure and 
talents fuccefsfully, in purfuit of means to check the career of 
this defolating fcourge, muft deferve well of his country and 
humanity. : ts 

“ During the time I-hed the charge and fuperintendance of 
the hofpitals at Norman Crofs, [ had occafion to try the effects 
of the digitalis on confumptive patients ; and from the fortunate 
termination of Stroed’s cafe {related at large in the Med. and 
Phyf. Journal], [ was extremely defirous of employing it {til 
more extenfively ; opportunities were not long wanting. On the 
22d ef Dec. 1799, the French government, in violation of its 
former engagements, thought proper to decline victualling the 
prifoners any longer in England. In confequence of this’ ditt 
honourable ftep, 1 had orders from the commiffioners of fick 
and wounded seamen, to take charce of the French fick as here- 
tofore. I found in the wards, recently under the management of 
the republican furgeons, eight patients, who had been in the 
hofpital from four to feven months and upwards, all deeply af- 
fected by phthifis. Six were in its laft and moft confirmed {tage, 
and two in the fecond, fuppofing three ftages an accurate divifion 
of the difeafe : four out of the fix were in fo déglorable a ftate, 
that under any fyftem of treatment their cafes appeared quite 
defperate andshopelefs. Thus circumftanced; they began the ufe 
of the fox-glove in the form of tinéture, which was gradually 
exhibited, and continued for three weeks. At the end of thie 
time.they were fo much amended, that I began to entertain the 
plealing and confoling hope, my endeavours would ultimately be 
crowned with fuccefs. The expectoration diminifhed to nearly 
ene half; the cough confiderably abated; the nightly perfpira- 
tions, except in one, wholly difappeared; the pulfe, in all of 
them, had gradually fallen from 100 and 110, to between So. and 
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6s; and the haraffing pains about the thorax and its vicinity 
were very génerally relieved: but, alas! thefe encouraging ap- 
pearances were of {hort duration, and continued only.a few days 
longer. The weather, which had been mild, and extremely fa- 
vourable for the feafon, fuddenly changed to cold fleet and froft, 
with a north-eaft wind, which, from the expofed fite of the pri- 
fon, its proximity to a large lake of watery and a marthy coun- 
try lying eaft of it, blows here uncommonly keen. »The confe- 
quence of thefe alterations was, that frefh excitement took 
place; the cough, expectoration, and all the other fymptoms, 
became highly aggravated; and after a long and fevere {trugele, 
five out of the eight fell a facrifice to the malignity of the dif- 
eafe ; two permanently recovered, and one was very miuch ree 
lieved, but being fent to France, I have had no opportunity of 
learning the iffue of the conteft. Juftice obliges me to.ac- 
knowledge, that the two who completely recovered were lefs- 
affected than the others, though their expectoration was evi- 
dently purulent. From the extraordinary amendment which oc- 
curred in the commencement of their treatment, I am ftrongly 
oclined to believe, chat had the weather ‘preferved the fame de- 
gree of temperature one month longer, three at leaft out of the 
five, if not the whole, would have been probably reftored to 
health. — : r aire | 
* & Shortly after this period I was removed to the Royal Hof- 
pital at Plymouth, a fituation which affords to medical induftry 
a wider range, and more extenfive field for obfervation, in the 
profecution of a fubject- fo interefting to humanity; a fituation 
in which the powers, properties, and general effects of the fox- 
glove omthe animal economy may be afcertained to a degree of 
exacinefs and precifion, nearly approaching to mathematical 
certainty, if practical experience in variety and number of cafes, 
in every flage of the difeafe, is to form the criterion on which 
we'are to ground a decifive opinion, taking at the fame time | 
into confideration various adventitious circumitances, as climate, 
or temperature of the atmofphere, former habits, and the pecu-s 
liar idiofyncrafy of the different objects intended to be fubjected 
to its powerful influence. ’ | ‘vis 
« The number of patients fent to the naval hofpital in the » 
laft ten months, and the mortality caufed by this difeafe among 
the feamen and marines of his majefty’s fleets, are truly alarming ; 
a great portion of the men admitted during the above period 
‘actually laboured under phthifis, either in its incipient or meft 
confirmed ftage, but principally of the latter defcription. . 4 
« Among the caufes that have contributed to increafe the num 
ber affected with this confuming malady may be mentioned as 3° 
principal, the continual and fevere duty in which the Channel flees 
has been employed for many months paft, being feldom more 
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than’a few days in port, and that only when abfolute neceflity’ 
compelled it; to victual and water. Mare . 

«« Of the prodigious numbers received from the fhips of war 
and matine barracks, labouring under phthifis pulmonalis in its 
incipient or confirmed ttage, 1 have here felected feventy-two 
patients who were fubjected to the powerful influence of the 
digitalis; but.as the limits of the: Medical and Phyfical Journal 
cannot poffibly admit of a detailed ftatement of fuch a variety of 
unhappy cafes, I {hall give only the hiftory of three or four of 
thé moft marked and decifive, in which the operation and geod 
effects of the medicine were confpicuous. ‘The remaining number, 
as well as thofe narrated more at large, I infert in a table, with 
the general’ refults, as the moft concife mode of exhibiting fuch 
an unwieldy body of evidence. nea! 

* William White, aged about 28, a feaman belonging to his 
majefty’s fhip Gibraltar, was admitted on the rath of Auguf, 
1800, in the laft and moft confirmed flage of phthifis pulmonalis. 
He had been ill for feveral months with cough contiaually in- 
ereafing-in feverity, and which was now inceffant ; pain in both 
fides of the thorax, efpecially in the left, running along the car- 
tilaginous extremities of the ribs; expectoration profufle of 
greenifh pus, extremely fetid, now and then ftreaked with 
blood ; heavy perfpirations, with febrile exacerbations night and 
mornings He particularly complained of a throbbing pain feated 
between the feventh and eighth ribs ; and the cutis covering this 
part, externally, was difcoloured in a very curious manner, about 
the circumference’ of a crown-piece: the refpiration oppreffed’ 
and laborious ;-he could only lie on‘his back ; and the pulfe beat’ 
108 ftrokés in’a minute. : 

“* Under this accumulated ftate of difeafe and wretchednefs, 
no very-fanguine hopes could be entertained of his recovery ; in’ 
fhort, I confidered him as one out of the great many unfortu- 
nate objects, fent to the hofpital to die in a few days. May I 
not afk here with propriety, why this man had been kept fo long | 
on board fhip in fuch a deplorable ftate? He began the digitalis, 
however, this day, in dofes of feven drops every four hours, in 
a fperina ceti mixture with ting, opii camph. On the 13th, 
after a fevere fit of coughing, ‘he brought up half a pint of very 
offenfive matter, Rept. Tinét, Digital. gt, 1. sth, Tina. gt. 
Ix. rth, Ixx. 17th and 18th, No alteration in his condition ; ’ 
the tincture increafed by ten drops daily. roth, Tinét. MCs 
flight naufea ; expectoration copious ; cough fevére; allowed 
four or five glaffes of wine daily; pulfe 90. From the 2oth to 
the 24th, the medicine regularly augmented in the proportion be- 
fore mentioned. 25th, The expeétoration ‘not fo abundant, with 
lefs fetor; tint. gt. cl. pulfe'78. 26th, Ting, gt. clx.') 29th,’ 
Fink gt elxx, 2§th, Tint. gt. clxxx, 29th, Naufea, with 


. 


t 
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vomiting, occurred yefterday ; diminifhed the tinct.. to gt. cxxxe 
pulfe 48, and irregular. soth, Naufea almoft removed ; pulfe 48, 
more fieady. 31{t, Pain and oppreflion about the pracordia ; 
App. empl. canthar. fcrob. cord. Naufea and ficknefs entirely. 
gone; expectoration vilibly diminifhing; pulfe 52 ; tinct. gt. cxl. 
Sept. rft, Tind..gt. cl. _ The 2d, 3d, 4th, and sth, the tind. re~_ 
gularly increafed. 6th, Tinét. gt. clxxx. Naufea, vertigo, with, 
an intermitieat pulfe at 46. 7th, Naufea and dizzinefs continue, 
but the cough greatly abated ; the expectoration reduced to half 
the.original quantity ; the greenifh hue removed ; the fetor-gone 3, 
fcarcely any perfpirations for the laft three nights. 8th, Tindét.. 
gt. cc. oth, Naufea in the morning; pulfe irregular, and in-_ 
termitted for feveral days. roth, Tinét. gt. ccxx, rth, r2th,. - 
and 13th, Naufea, with flight vomitings, prevented an augment=. 
ation of the tndture during the laft three days; pulfe from 44 
. to §0, irregular; expectoration aftonifhingly diminifhed, and. 
every other fymptom much abated. 14th, Navfea and vertigo 
gone ; tinct. gt. ccxxx. 16th, Scarcely any cough now remain- 
ing. 7th, Tind. gt. ccxxx. flight naufea; pulfe 48. 18th, 
Ting. gt.ccxl. rgth, Tiué. ccl. expectoration reduced to a 
table-fpoontul. 22d, Hardly a veftige of difeafe remained ; every 
part of the thorax completely freed from pain ; even his ftrength 
was much augmented. As the difeafe removed, he couid bear 
Jarger dofes of the medicine, which was full continned. 2gth, 
With a pulfe at 56, he was as free from complaint as at any one 
period of his life, bodily {trength alone excepted: the digitalis 
ftill perfevered in and augmented. . On the 29th of Sept. he was- 
difcharged the hofpital, perfely reitored to health... A few days: 
after his reception, he was invalided as a hectic patient, there > 
being little hope at the time of his ever leaving the ward in-a 
living flate, Of this, the man was himfelf fo fenfible, that he. 
has fince written a letter, acknowledging his obligations in the 
{trongeit terms of gratitude. Rpener 
“© James Smith, aged 26, a feaman. belonging to his majefty’s - 
fhip Ville de Paris, admitted onthe 6th of Odtober laft. Has. 
_ been ill.a long ume with phthifis; he was affected with every 
fymptom which ts the ufual concomitant of the difeafe.in its. 
Jaft and mo{t aggravated flage; conflant and deep-feated pain 
im both fides, but more particularly in the kft ; expectoration 
profufe, and rankly purulent, emitiing a moft difagreeable fetor ; 
regular attacks of febrile exacerbations every evening; profufe 
colliquative fweats; formerly fubject to frequent hemorrhages _ 
-from the lungs, but nething of that kind had occurred lately :- 
he was reduced to the loweft flate of debility, although twelve - 
months before of Herculean powers, as one of his mefs-mates 
informed me. The moment I faw this man, I pronounced it a. 
lof cafe: notwithfanding thefe unfavourable appearances, he, 


- 
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began the tinét. digital. in. fimall dofes, which were gradually in- : 
creafed, and fyftematically perfevered in till the 21ft of Nov.on» 


which day he was difcharged, curedy» The expectoration, -ori- * 


ginally a pint and a half, was reduced to about a table-fpoonful 
or lefs, and wholly free from purulence ;\the nightly perfpirations * 


had ceafed upwards: of twelve days’; the thorax was completely 
freed from pain; and the cough had for fome days totally dif- 


appeared, except for afew minutes after his firft getting out of 
bed in the morning: I wifhed much to put him‘on a-courfe of » 


chalybeate tonics before his. difcharge ; but having been previ- 


oufly invalided, he became extremely anxious to fee his friends in . 


Ireland, and ftill:more:fo, fearing thet an alteration in the wea-. 


ther might give him freth cold: in traveiling, fhould the froft fet : 
in before his departure. He was confined to his bed near three - 


weeks whilft under the influence of the medicine, in fuch ag 


extreme ftate of infenfibility all the time, that at firft he could + 


only get out to the night-chair with the affiftance of a nurfe. 


The pulfe gradually fell from'110 to.60, but never lower 3: and - 


fora long*time the tincture could not be: pufhed beyond 100 
drops in the day. 1 was twice under the :neceffity of reducing 
the daily quantity to fifty drops: but asthe cure advanced, and 


his-{trength increafed,:he could bear Jarger dofes; for ten days. 


previous to his-difmiffal, he took to the amount of. 160 drops” 


lh 


a-day ; beyond that, the medicine difordered the head and fto- > 


mach. 


 Mro William: Campbell;: of his majefty’s! thip Barfleur, 23 {| 


‘years of age, was admitted on the 27th July, ‘1800, labouring’! 
under phthifis. He was greatly. emaciated, expectorated con- 


firmed pus, had a fixed pain of the fide, a deep hollow cough, fe- 


brile exacerbations, profufe nightly perfpirations, a pearly white- > 


nefs of the eyes, great thirft, oppreffed and difficult refpiration, 


head-ach, and a pulfe above 100 in a minute. .Onr this day * 
he began the ufe of the digitalis, which was by degrees in-. 
creafed till the daily quantity amounted to 160: drops; this. 
was the utmoft extent to which the tincture could: be pufhed, ~. 


without difordering the head. and ftomach.. The pulfe gradually 


funk, the cough and expectoration at Jength wholly difappeared, - 


every other hectic fymptom by degrees vanifhed, and on the 
ath of September he was difcharged, completely ‘reftored to 
health. ai BO Vs 


s James Herritage, feaman, 29 years of age, was admitted for » 


the fecond time into the hofpital on the 14th Augutt, 1800. 
He had long been fubject to fevere pain’ of the breaft,  inceflant\ 


cough, purulent expectoration, fometimes mixed with blood, « 


- much emaciation, lofs of appetite, febrile rigors attended with 


colliquative and profufe fweats at night, with a pulfe at 108. © 


The diggtalis was, as ufual, exhibited in fmall dofes, which were 


i 
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_ fyftematically increafed by ten dropsa-day, ‘until’ towards: the’ 
termination of his cure he. could bear the aftonifhing: dofe of> 
100 drops three times. a-day. I. repeatedly: and» perfonally: ex 
hibited:the medicine myfelf, He was furveyed,. and wouldshave 
been invalided ; but at: my- requeft was. permitted-to remain, as: 
1 then judged him faft advancing towards. a2 perfect cure, in- 
which | happily fucceeded..: The: pulfe gtadually, funk: to’ fixty | 
pulfations inva minute, but never fell» lower, notwithfandmg: 
the. enormous dofes which he took: of the medicines: He:wase — 
difcharged to duty on the 29th September, -forty-three, days after. 
his reception. eateePo tie ! i beltisvia glee 

“ James Wallace, a feaman, was: receivediinto: the ‘hofpital 
on the r4th September laft. He had: at. this: times beenvtwot 
years and upwards ful jeéb to cough; he now complained cof an 
deep-feated pain in the right fide, andiahout the ferob. cords ex» 
peciorated a thin fanious. and purulent) matter, emitting a moft 
intolerable ftench; ‘the fetor of hisrbreath was fo extremely 
offenfive, that: I was conftantly: obliged to turn my: head: afide: 
when €xamining. into the flate of his pulfe; andithe:murfes were: 
often affected by naufea and ficknefs whensin the act of .afifling 
him with drink, &c.: a:laborious and oppreffed refpiration; but’ 


Ay 5 . 
the extreme reductien above mentioned, by SF . 


“* He was difcharged cured on the 28th of: November, «1800, 
As I had not the moft: diftant, hope of this man’s ‘recovery, 
confidering him in a.cadaverous or femi-putrefcent ftate at: the. 
commencement, he:was fubmitted to furvey, and accordingly -in« 

- vahded. pve ) to she ety fieged 

“In; this greatrvariety of cafes, the: medicine, was: frequently: 
given under-my:own immediate infpection, on that of:my-affifte. 
ants, efpecially; when the dofes amoauntedo:to whatiis: deemed» 
very Jarge, in ofdento rbescertain that we were. not deceived. by:. 

-the:patients. Many were inthe habit of: taking) from 1goytor: 
3aq drops in the day, fix commencing with -twenty,. thirty, 
forty, or fifty drops, regulatiog the quantity according tacthes: 
apparent fiiengthand vigour of the, patient ;>andincreafing the 
number daily by tet drops, till the ffomach, began:to thew dlight:| 
fymptoms: of ‘anorexia, or the patiénto complained: of dizzinefsi— 
andamperfect vilion, accompanied with a confiderablerreduQion. 
of, the pulles Whenever one or more of thefel fymptams:occury: 
the dofes-are. immediately reduced, either one. half or: the: quan. 


g down: and keep the pulfe-at 


tity originally commenced with | but ifthe head andiftomach i 
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fhould:ftilk be unable:to\ bear thefe: reduced dofes, from the irritas 
tion previoufly” induced; a circumftance, However, to be fedu- 
loufly. guarded againtt, the: medicine is then wholly’ omitted for 
one, two, or three, days, after\which-it is again exhibited as’ at: 
the firlhionfetiowwi ows VR (ic « 

- The vehicle in:which' T ufvallyadininifter this medicine is, a 
mixture:of {perl ceti. ting: ope cam. et ox. {cil. from two to three 
table-fpoonsful, td-be taken’ every four or fix hours; fo that the 
quantity. with which the: patient generally commences, is froin 
{even to teu-drops.at:a dofe. “It is fomctimes exhibited in decocét, 
cinehs c. eli. vit. et tinG cinch? and the ‘formula varied accord_ 
ing to the particular-urgency: of fymptoms. ‘The patient is ufually 
permntted to-take a few glafles of wine daily, and fometimes to 
the quantity of a:pint, when colliquative fweats and ‘great debility 
rendep it neceflary. | hae | 

« By: thefe means, andby thefe precautions, I have been able 
to exhibit into the greatvextent already’ {pecitied. | 

“© In comparing thefe quantities with! the dofées adminiftered by 
feveral of your correfpondents’in- private’ pra€tice, I Have been 
much {truck with the great'and material difference between us, as 
thofe gentlemen were feldom: able to-go beyond go ‘or ito drops; 
and that in fewdnftances: To what can weimpute the caufe of 


thefe contrarieties-of refults ? Either it muft arife from the infe- 


rier powers ofothe! plant’ of which the tinélure is here made ; 
from ‘heimagination of 'a<certain-deftription of patients: from 
the: few opportunities occurring in’ private’ practice of ‘trying the 
digitalis on a varietyof Conftitutions, or from a combination of _ 
fome ‘or all thefe cireumftances. ‘With refpeet to the firft, Mr. 
Ham nick, ithe difpenfer of the hofpital)' informs me that the fox- 
glove of whichothe tinéture is:‘made;- is commonly procured from 
the Hall; and the :proportions‘are 1 oz: profs powder, to 4 0z. of 
proof fpirit. adly. Private’ patients being in fome meafure ‘ac- 


-quainted with ‘the active properties of the medicine, and feeing it. 


dropt with» great. caution, expect from it certain effects, with 
which the imagination is fuliy impreffed. And laftly, many con-. 
{titutions will hardly bear the fmalleft' dofes, without exciting very 
general tumult in the fyftem.« [have now feveral under’ my.care 
that cannot go beyond 70 drops a-day, and two who are not able 
to, bear’ 4o drops at a dofes!) 9 | ; 

« Mr. Fuge, frftfurgeon to the hofpital, having directed his 
attention to this fubjeéty:and in order to’ enfure greater accuracy, 
was at the trouble f'‘collé@ing the plant’hirnfelf, and of making. 
the unture,. in the proportidn’ of four:ounces of frefh gathered 
leaves to five Of proof{pirit? of this tin€tuire he had the polhitenefs 
to-fend me eight ouficess and I ‘found’on trialy that ten drops of 
it were equaliio nearly fifteen‘of what] was then in the habit of 
preforibiigi “This circumftance ‘demonftrates fully the abfolute 
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neceflity of a ftandard and fixed: fotmuladfrom ‘authority, tol vee? 


gulate general -pradhice by ; and likewife! the: neceffiry of greats” 


— 


caution in the exhibition, of this valuable medicine, before the! 
ftrength of the tinéture is accurately afgertained.osi(2 ~o wd oo 
|“ The effects of the digitalis on different conftitutions; is ftrongly ° 
exemplifed in two-patients now under my. care 2/ incone; theinié- 
dicine cannot be puthed to, forty; drops a-day, without ‘inducing © 
naufea, vertigo, and very general derangement-of the -fyitem p-the: 
other, Robert Skinner, ,has taken one-hundred dreps three;times 
a-day,,. without prod ucing. the. finallett, uneafinets whatever, ‘not: 
even intermiffion. or irregularity of;jthe pulfey an effect that very 
generally follows the ufe of this: medicine when» given in full | 
dofes. A confiderable. reduction. of the ‘pulfe, however, took: 
place, which the following morning was fteady and regular) at! 
6o pulfations in a minute; the medicine being wholly omitted thet _ 
following day, the pulfe; rofe to 76." L-have- met with:feveral. jn- 
flances im which the digitalis; given, freely;.and largely, effe@ted 
not the fmalleft reduction, in. the pulfe,; ,andidn thefe, the patients - 
uniformly derived ng advantage .whateyer from its ufe. ‘I thalt 
briefly fubjoin two cafes, to illuftrate this point’; One occurred at. 
Nonnan Crofs, the other at the Royal:hofpitaleyy aseioliagy Sor: 
“Henry Velcamp,.a Dutch prifoner of. war, but arFrenche : 
man by birth, was adinicted into the hofpital repeatedly during the ? 
laff ten months, generally for the cure of: pleuritic affeC@tions.=+. 
some time before the 25th of October, ;1799, he complained of: 
pain in the left fide, as he had. indeed .often. done before, fevere 
cough, copious expectoration though sot purulent, difficult’ re-: 
ipiration, witha fomewhat hard pulfe anda conftipated tate of the - 
bowels, . He was immediately prefcribed a’ faline cathartic, a 
Jarge blifter to the part affected, and a mixture of {perm. cet 
aq. am. acet. et fal. nitr.. This plan was, perfevered in till the 
30th, with little or. no amendment. ..Qn this day ordered tin. 
digit. gt. xv. bis die, in two ounces.of the. above mixture——-Nov. 1, 
unc. gt. xv, ter die. od, Tint. -et..xx. ter die.- ‘The tincture 
was regulaily increafed by five. drops a dofe,;till he took 165. 
drops daily. On the gth [ was quite aftoni{hed that no alterae 
tion followed with refpect to the head, ftomach,, or in the num- 
ber .of pulfations, being never fewer from the commencement 
than 100 to110. Anxious to ex:mine the condition of the. blood, 
TY directed three ounces to be taken away, but hotwithftanding 
the rapidity of the circulation, and the apparent wirinefs of :the: 
pulfe, the blood (hewed no figns of inflammation, . The tinSure 
was continued till the 12th, on. which day he took 210 drops, 
that is, 7O drops three times a-day ;.but finding no alteration .in 
the pulfe, or general. {tate of the patient for the better, on the con- 
trary he was daily getting worle, the digitalis was difcontinued . 
altogether. Ee lived only tix days longer, notwithftanding the 
application of other remedies, and fell a victim to the diforder aR 
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the 18th of November. From the unufual fymptoms attending 
this cafe throughout, andthe failure of the digitalis in abating 
the force of the vafcular fyftem, I was very defirous of examining 
into the ftate of the vifcera. The body was accordingly opened 
by my head affiftant, Mr. Woodham. The liver was found 
much enlarged, with the appearance of an incipient gangrene 
along its extreme edge; the gall bladder was nearly empty, con- 
taining oaly a {mall quantity of a dark vifcid bile; the lungs were 
full of tubercles, though few in a ftate of f{uppuration; no adhe- 
fions of the pleura had taken piace, and all the other vifcera were 
perfectly found. , | 

“« Benjamin Eve, a feaman, belonging to his Majefty’s fhip. 
Superb, a young man about twenty-two years of age, was ad- 
mitted on the 20th September laft, labouring under phthifrs, his 
countenance ftrongly indicating the nature of his difeafe. He 
was fubjeét to nightly fweats, attended with hectic rigors morn- 
ing and evening, copious expectoration of bloody pus, and con- 
{tant cough. He had been fubject to frequent hemorrhages from 
the lungs for fome mouths previous to his admiffion, and although 
not fo frequent now, yet they fometimes did occur. He began 
the digitalis on the 27th, which was regularly continued and yra= 
dually increafed till the daily quantity amounted to 230 drops 3. 
this was on the g2d day from its commencement. During all the 
time, it neither abated the force or reduced the frequency of the 
pulfe, which was never under 100, but moft commonly at 119 
to 1203 nor did the difeafe-receive the {malleft apparent check in 
its career. He was absut this time invalided and difcharged at 
his own requeft, foon probably to fall a victim to this horrible 
malady. Here is a cafe in which the digitalis entirely failed, 
where it had a fair trial. I might adduce others, to prove that 
the effeéts of this medicine will be various and diverfified on dif- 
fereat conititutions. 

‘© IT have never perceived in any one inftance the fmalleft ten- 
dency in the medicine to act on the kidneys, even when given in 
the largeft dofes; and this is the more extraordinary, as it was 
firft introduced to the public notice under the character of a pow- 
erful remedy in the cure of dropfy. The digitalis not only failed 
on all occafions of having any diuretic effet; but what is ftill 
more to be wondered at is, that it actually produced, and has been 
the canfe of the very difeafe in queflion ; an effect which might; 
naturally be fuppofed to arife from it in reafoning theoretically on. 
the properties of this plant, from its fedative operation on.the 
force and vigour of the vafcular fyftem. ‘This is a confequence 
which | fay might naturally be deduced from theory, and which. 
will now be feen confirmed by the following facts. It is there-. 
fore neceffary to point out to the inexperienced practitiener, the. 
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pofiibility of fuch an occurrence, that in‘ his éndéavours to res 
miove one difeafe, he may not fubftitute another equally fatal. 

‘© "Fwo inftances have lately occurred in the courfe of my 
practice at the Royal Hofpital, which confirm the juftnefs of the 
above obfervations ; but that ] may not fwell this article beyond 
_ # moderate bounds, I fubjoin one cafe only. David: Johnfton, 
a young lad, about feventeen years of age, the fon of one of the 
rurfes; had long complained of fevere cough, oppreffed and dif-’ 
ficult refpiration ; his expectoration was now purulent, his eyes 
of a pearly whitenefs, which is often. a fure indication of con- 
“firmed phthifis ; -he was much’ emaciated in confequence of 
sightly fweats, attended with regular febrile exacerbations, and a 
pulfe above roO’ in a minute. In fhort, this lad was fo ill, that 
Pexpreffed my opinion to Mr. Peters, phyfical affiftant, that it 
was probably a loft cafe. The tincture was however exhibited 
im'reduced dofes, which were gradually increafed and regularly 
continued till the end of September, having commenced about the 
clofé of the previous month ; and to my very great furprife all the 
le&tic fymptoms were by this time entirely removed; a very ex~ 
tiortlinary and rapid cure in a cafe of phthifis fo flrongly marked. 
The medicine was {till continued, but in a few days his lower 
extfemities began to fwell, which rapidly extended to the trunk, 
and prefently after he was univerfally anafarcous with evident 
fflu€tuation in the cavity of the abdomen. The digitalis was now 
wholly omitted, and the patient ordered the chalybeate diuretic 
mixture, the good effects of which I had already fo happily ex- 
perienced in the cure of dropfy; and it proved equally tuccefsful _ 
in the'cafe' at prefent under confideration.- In fourteen days the’ 
lad was completely reftored to health, which full continues up to: 
this nioment, ; 

“ Fhis is a-cafe, which, when confidered with attention, and 
duly refle&ted on, mult throw great light on the nature, proper-’ 
ties, and modus operandi of the fox-glove. It gradually’ and 
filently fank the vigour, and abated the force of the whole fyftem, ’ 
but moft confpicuoufly fo that of the vafcular; the pulfe fell’in a’ 
' few days from 100 in a’minuté to under fifty, and was retained in’ 
this ttate of depre‘fion, till every fymptom of phthifis had’ wholly’ 
difappeared ; this being a diféafe having principally for bafis ‘irri.’ 
tation, and a’ preternaturaily increafed velocity of the circulation, 
nitimately inducing particular local'affection, which, by conftang’ 
attrition; exhaufts the fenforial power and wears down ‘the con-' 
ftitution.’. The morbid catenation of affociated fymptoms once: 
déftroyéd, or, in other words, the overplus of preternatural action® 
in the minute and fecretory veffels of the lungs once reducéd ta’ 
thé healthy ftandard, the fy ftent ftill continuing under the’ poweér=" 
fal influence and ‘fedative effects of the medicine, a difeafe of dis” 
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Hiinifhed excitement, the reverfe of the former, is fuper-induced ; 
that is, dropfy became the confequence, which in its turn yielded 
to the ftimulus and invigorating powers of fleel combined with 
diuretics: ; ; eM RT 

* In maturely weighing all the facts and circumftances here 
adduced, I am inclined to impute the falutary mfluence exerted 
by the digitalis over phthifis, to its widely diffuting property ef 
diminifhing morbid excitement throughout the animal economy ; 
and not to any particular fpecific power it poffedles of promoting 
abforption either general or local, which 1s fuppofed toe be its mo- 
dus operandi in the cure of dropfy and phthifis. For it appears 
contrary to analogical reafoning drawn from the known laws of 
the animal economy, that a medicine-which fo forcibly retards the 
amotion of the heart and arteries, ihould at the fame time increate | 
that of the abforbent fyftem; a confequence that mutt neceflarily 
arife, in order to remove fluids depofited in the different cells and 
cavities of the body. : | 

“Tt is not, then, the rapid abforption of fecreted and aerated pus 
from the furface of difeafed parts, on which ihe cure of phthitis 
depends, but on the diminution and total extinction of morbid 
increafed aGlion in the extremities of the pulmonic veffels ; thereby 
cutting off the fole fource and caufe of fecretion ; which, when 
once effected, the difeafe ceafes to exift. ‘Chis opinion «s fll 
farther corroborated, when it is recollected, that in all thele cafes 
wherein the tincture failed of effecting a reduction of the puife, 
no amendment followed its ufe. | : 
- “ To adminifter the digitalis under every favourable circum- 
flance, and to render its fuccefs the more certain, it is of the 
utmoft importance to attend carefully to the ftate of the atmo- 
fphere; frequent changes and fudden tranfitions of temperature 
are feduloufly to be guarded againft: the practitioner whi lofes 
fight of this confideration, or thinks lightly of 1, wall be generally 
foiled in his efforts to cufe phthifis pulmonalis, even when affitted 
by the powerful effects of the foxsglove. A flate of weather 
which commands a range of the thermometer, lying between ¥§ 
and 65 degrees, is the beft adapted to the fuccelsful treatment of 
hectic patients.. Winter is, therefore, the. moft unfaveurable 
/Seafon for thofe labouring under phthilis; and [ am fully con- 
vinced, that. many fall victims to the difeafe at this period of the 
year, that would moft probably have recovered in fummer,  Be- 
fide the cafes-in point already adduced to fupport the truth of this 
affertion, I had two remarkable inftances at the Royal Hofpitai. 
John Wilfon, now no more, after ufing the digitalis fer five, 
weeks, was. confiderably better ; bur on the approach of winter, 
the weather alternating frequently with heat and cold, frefh, ¢x- 
citement took place, and proved fatal tohim. The other, Jame- 
fon, ftillliying; but who, withgut the immediate interpafition, of 


wi, 
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Providence, muft likewife die, was at one time fo far recovered, 
that I confidered his cure certain. He was admitted in the laft 
ftage of phthifis, and from a pint of pure matter, the expectoration 
diminifhed to about two table-fpoonsful, and that not purulent: 
Change of temperature induced a relapfe, and he is now on the 
verge of eternity. The tinct. digit. had in.thefe two cafes a com-= 
plete trial, but failed. | REESE 

“ | have chofen the annexed tabular form, as colveying at one 
luminous view the whole of the information which I have céol- 
lected on this important queftion, from the opportunities afforded 
by my ftation at the Royal Hofpital. By this, with what has 
been already publithed by other gentlemen, the public and the 
profeffion will be enabled to appreciate the real value, or at leaft 
make a much nearer approach in appreciating the real value, ofs — 
this extraordinary medicine. They will perceive, that although 
xt will cure phthifis in its moft advanced and aggravated ftage ; 
yet, that it will fail in many initances of a fimilar nature, and 
that even when the difeafe is ftill in its incipient ftate. To pro- 
mife and to expect more from this or any other medicine, in the 
treatment of general difeafes, will, I fear, be holding out falfe. 
lights to deceive, inexperience, to wound truth, to injure and retard 
fcience. ; . : 

“It is of great confequence that the properties of this medicine - 
fhould be accurately defined, as the cautious and timid practi=. 
tioner, and thofe whofe {phere of practice is limited to few op- 
portunities of trying the effects of new and doubtful remedies, 
muft wait the decifion of this queftion with an impatience and 
folicitude proportioned to the weight and importance of the 
fubject. , 3 | eit athe 

“* Upon the whole, it will be found a valuable addition to our 
ftock of knowledge in Therapeu‘ics, already under fo many obli- 
gations to this age of improvement; but too often, of unhappy 
innovation.” 

“Dr. Magennis clofes this account, to which we do not think 
it neceflary to add, with a table containing the names of /eventy-. 
_ two perfons affected with phthifis, who had taken the digitalis. — 
The refults are the following : 


\ : 
Twenty-five, in the purulent ftage, recevere 


Fifteen, in the imcipzent {tage, ditto. | 


Antony Francis, feaman.}Purulent.|/Died. Ufed the digit. 21 days. 


Luke Bunter, £ Purulent.| Died. Ufed ditto 14 days. 
Matthew Shires, f. Parulent.| Died, Ufed ditto 15 days. 
Daniel Ruie, f. Purulen’.| Died. Ufed ditto 17 days. 
Benjamin Chapman, f. |Purulent.| Died. Ufed ditto ro days. >. 


James Bridon, f. (Purulent,, Died. Ufed ditto 19 days. - 
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John Wilfon, feaman. | 
—— Jamefon, f. 


Purulent. 
sp ut ulents 


Died. Ufed the digit. fix weeks. 
At one time much better; now 
dying. ) 
Difcharged much better. Since 
died in Ireland. ° ary 
Difcharged much relieved ; 
WN, irae but mcipient. Pade 
James Bradley,'f.  — |Purulent.|Ditto much relieved, ditto. 
James William, f: and}. OF Pog 4 yi 
nine others. ' + {Parulent.|Ditto, ditco, ditto. 
Benjamin: Eve, Purulent.|The digit, completely failed, 
mat Sh 1 altho’ he took it Gx weeks. 


Patrick M‘Elwin, fi! | 


»)Purulent. 


Puritilent. 


Andrew M¢Tegart, 


cet a ete cettenemhieS, 


George M‘Nally.:  » |Purulent.|Much relieved. | 
Robert Squire, {. and Incipient.| Much relieved.’ 
eight others, e860 1 Voge 


Whether the remedy in queftion may'not be better adapted to 
the robuft defcription of perfons who’fell under Dr. Magennis’s | 
obfervation, than to perfons of greater delicacy and more reftrained 
habits, appears to us a queftion’ worthy of confideration; but 
thefe {peculations are no part of our province, and we thall there- 
fore proceed to detail fome of the faéts publithed in behalf of the 
pneumatic treatment. ee et 

Long before modern improvements in chemiftry had ‘ftrength- 
ened the hands of the phyfician with that clafs of remedies 
__ which are next to engage our attention, it had been a favourite 
- opinion, and a very natural one, that, ina difeafe of the lungs, 

medicated particles, fet ‘afloat in the common atmofphere, might 
be. ufefully employed as a mere topical remedy. Accordingly, 
change of air, the fumes of a brick-kiln, the effuvia of new 
ploughed earth, the vapour of boiling tar, or of retins in a ftate 
of combuftion; and even the fuppofed falutary breath of rumi- 
nating animals, were feverally objects of attention to the cone 
fumptive. Chemical difcoveries, however, have led ‘to afar 
‘more important view of this fubjeét, which has been cultivated on 
an extentive and fpirited feale by Dr. Beddoes and Mr. Watt, to — 
whofe publications we are indebted for the following ftate- 
ments, © Baby. | , fale a 

We fhall begin with the following fact refpecting hydrogen 
gas, employed by Mr. Rolph; in ‘the inflaminatory flage of a 
catarrh, which he fays is fapported by analogous cafes in which 
fometimes: unrefpirable airs ‘and. fometimes zther-vapour have ~ 
been employed. +» £) DPR AD: Cath). OFS, BOS 7 

Cafe 1 Friday, Feb. 19, 1796,” fays the writer, “ I felt 
indifpofed with flight fymptoms of ‘fever, accompanied with that 
particular fenfation-in the cheft which I had beea much acculs 
tomed.to feel at the commencement of violent’catarrh, Ta‘shis 


~ 
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fituation I dined with a medical friend, and: imprudéntly drank 
morethan a pint of wine. I paffeda reftlefs night, .and inthe 
morning all my fymptoms were increafed. The mucous mem-= - 
-brane.of the nofe was greatly affected, and [:begzn’ to cough ifre- 
quently and painfully. [procured fome hydrogen gas, two quarts 
of which, diluted with twenty of common air, inhaled twice in the 
forenoon. Not finding relicf, 1 determined to ufe undiluted bydro- 
gen, as oftenasI felt.a difpofition to cough. | fitted a-perforated 
cork provided with a ftopper to a bladder’ of at leaft three gallons 
capacity. Having. expired:forcibly, [ put the cork:to my mouth 
and drew.in the hydrogen, jand then expired ir into vthe. bladder : 
this | did: whenever I felt. a difpofition to cough, from which I 
re{trained myfelf as muchas pofible. The next morning I felr 
myfelf contiderably relieved. I,.had-recourfe again to the hydro- 
gen, fometimes breathing into the bladder, and atsother times 
flowly through the noftriis, to relieve the difagreeable fenfation I 
experienced there. Monday J felt the difpofition to cough very 
trifling, and Tuefday I had not the flightett remains. Oy orl 
“ From what I have. before experienced (and I have been ex : 
tremely troubled with violent catarrhs), | am perfuaded. that the 
benefit arifing from the ufe of faditiaus air in twelve hours: is 
greater than that which would be obtained in a week from: the 
ufual mode of practice.” | yas 
The following cafe of pulmonary abfcefs is related by Mr. 
Dean, a practitioner in London. di ply Sitter 
Cafe Il.—« Mr. Dorgan, married, having a family, aged gt, 
was with a party of friends at Deptford, Feb. 10, 1796 where 
he was induced rather to exceed in the quantity of liquor, and the 
eveulng turning out rainy, was wet through: the next day he 
was feized with fhiverings, fucceeded by flufhings of heat 3 head- 
_ ach; violent pains in the right fide; diffieult breathing ; dryneéfs 
of the noftrils; and other marks of an ine!pient peripneumony : 
the fymptoms were fo violent.as ta oblige him to take: to: his bed. 
1 was immediately fent for, and from the urgency of the cafey IT. 
theught it right to callin the aid of a phyfician, Drv =, who 
ordered him to be blooded and bliftered, as well as to purfue the 
antiphlogiftic methods which are ufually praétifed: in’ this: comy- 
plaint. After fifteen days Mr. Dorgan was able to leave his bed; 
but the cough ftill continued with copious expectoration, which 
upon trial with water funk to. the bottom., We continued our 
attendance to the 24th of March,.when, fiom the rapid progrefs of 
the difeafe, which had. all the appearance of phthiis: pulmonalis, 
We recommended the trial of the hydrogene, or hydrocarbonate, 
Aig. ; A dish pt ; 
The following is.a,journak of the-eafe: ivr iidloutibets 
_ © March 25,—Mr. Dorgan, living in Churcl-ftreety’ Bloom 
bury, tate 41, was attacked. with pneumoniay whicly terminated: 


f 
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‘by a difeafed fecretion,- or abfcefs of the lungs, occafioning’ chill 
in the day, hectic fever at night, and profufe perfpirations, more’ 
efpecially towards morning, great emaciation, and extreme de- 
bility ; what he fpit up funk in water, and upon examination 
with a ftrong lens, it appeared filmy, and covered with fimall air-- 
bubbles, and was of a clear ftraw colour. Feels uneafinefs upon 
making a deep infpiration, complains of a dull pain at the fter- 
num, a harafling cough, dimnefs of fight (perhaps from previous 
infammation of that organ), thicknefs of hearing (probably alfo 
arifing from the violent cold which was the foundation of the 
prefent difeafe), hoarfenefs, more efpecially towards night ; has 
a tongue extremely white, edges tather florid, pulfe 110, rather 
full and tenfe, appetite-gone, {pirits unufually depreffed, but pof- 
feffes great fortitude of mind. Mr. D. has the appearance ‘of 
being formerly a very ftout man, is near fix feet high, his eyes are 
weak and blue, his complexion fair, highair light, and, he was 
before often fubjeét to very fevere colds. Ordered a large blifter 
on the fternum, an aperient in divided dofes, and the fyrup of 
white poppies at night. i 

* March 27. No alteration. Ordered the aperient and fyrup 
to be repeated, and a fleecy hofiery waiftcoat to be-precured as a 
{ubftitute for the flannel]. Inhaled a reduced atmofphere, viz. one 
quart of hydro-carbonate to forty of atmofpheric air, had conti- 
nual catchings of his breath: as he inhaled it, his pulfe which 
was 110, full, and ftrong, was rendered foft and feeble, and 
rather quickened. Felt fome uneafinefs at his breatt at the time, 
a little faintnefs, vertigo, and ficknefs, which prevented him from 
inhaling the quantity prepared, 

“* March 29, Feels rather more debility, with acute fhooting 
pains in the fide. Ordered another blifter and an aperient. 
Inhaled 4 reduced atmofphere, the fame effect nearly as on the 
27th. . x ! 
. “ March 31. Free from pain in the fide, but no otherwife 
amended. Ordered a Burgundy pitch plafter on the fternum of 
a large fize, a tonic mixture of bark and myrrh, an emulfion 
of milk and oil of almonds made up with gum arabic and fugar, 
and the anodyne fyrup at night. Inhaled a reduced atmofphere, 
the catchings-were inconfiderable, it produced a foothing refrefh- 
ment, and a fenfe of coldnefs at the time, which was fucceeded 
by the mildeft glow, and pulfe ninety, foft and feeble, which in- 
creafed to above a hundred foon after the inhalation. 
~ April. Is much mended ; flept throughout the night ; and 
what is expectorated is lefs filmy, and finks with fome difficulty, 
Ordered the fame’ medicines, but inftead of the tonic mixture 
at night an aperient, and the tonic to be refumed the next eveg- 
wg, and the.followimg morning. | 

YOu. II, s 
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“ April 3. Amendment vifible. Repeated the medicines ag 
on the 31ft of March. The reduced atmofphere no longer pro~ 
duced naufea or vertigo, but.a foothing tranquillity, anda dimi- 
nution of pulfe.. No catchings of the breath, and the infpira< 
Tots were deeper sandieaty. | Yat! esas oe ae ee 

“ April 4, 5, 6, 7, 8. All the fymptoms of difeafe.are 
diminifhed. - Purfued the fame medicines as were ordered the 
32ift of March. Met bese BUPA es Bets : 

April 9. The appetite is keen, feels his ftrength confi- 
derably increafed, fo that inftead of an hour and a. half, he 
walked here in little more than thirty minutes, the cough is 
lefs troublefome, what he expectorates is chiefly in the morning 
and evening, nights good, no pain, entertains the hope of a fpeedy 
recovery. = BATE Ona wel ee 
~~ April ro, Continues mending. Ordered an aperient, as 
on April 1. Continues¢o inhale a reduced atmofpheres 
-€ April 12. Continues mending ; before obliged to ufe a 
flick, now had Jeft it behind, Having-no o¢cafion for one! Upon 
examining the expectoration the greater part fwam, and only 
afier fome agitation did fome lumps fink in the water. « ” 7 

“ April 13. Left off a great coat, feels to-day a violent 
ftitch in the right fide, cough:increafed, confiderable hoarfenefs, 
tengue very white, pulfe ninety, full, eyes heavy, ftrength dis 
minifhed, much irritation at the breaft, Ordered a_ blifter, and 
an apericnt to be taken in divided dofes, the tonic mixture:to be 
' difcontinued, and an aperient to be repeated again’ the next morn= 
ing. ‘Inhaled a reduced atmofphere, which: occafioned. violent 
catchings of the breath, as at firft, and therefore it was perfifted 
in only for’a few minutes. Brits iit cy. teh 2m 

“ April 15. -Pain fubfided, cough much abated, no hoarfe- 
nefs, complexion much improved, pulfe 76, fays ‘ he feels mueli 
better to-day than for a long while.”? Ordered the tonic mixture 
to be refumed in increafed force, and directed porter.at his meals, 
and a more generous diet. Inhaled the reduced atmofphere with 
advantage. +: He, ts MG in sh ae eee 
- & April 16, 17, 18, 19. Cough very moderate, the expecto- 
ration: has céafed to have any unpleafant: taftey and fwinis for 
the-moft: part on the furface of the water. ‘It-has a browner: 
cafl, and appears blucifh in the morning. wedi TS Hi pite os ad 
(April 20, 21, 22,23, 24. “Continues mending, feldom 
coughs, appetite extremely good, f{pirits elated, thinks he will be 
well in a few days. Ordered the opium to be left off, and tefs 
of ‘the tonic mixture to, be taken; .<% -vi1 01: fared saad 3) 
April 25, 26, 27, 28, 29. Daily mends; never coughs but in 
the morning, and towards. evening, and what’ he! expectorates 
"floats, is increafed in bulk ; nor has he need of the opium, Org 

: } ath oe aie ; Berroa ag & Pp ids i ehif 
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éered the bark and hydro-carbonate to be left off for a week, and 
the patient to go into the country. | S 

« May ro. Mr. Dorgan returned, perfectly recovered. 

“ Sept. Saw Mr. Dorgan, who has fince continued in 
excellent health, and has no apprehention, or I truit, danger of 
his former complaint, the diforder being rather adventitious than 
natural to his conftitution.”’ a 

The two next cafes of confumption were communicated by 


Dre Thornton. 


Cafe 3.—- Robert Seantlebury, married, aged 35, living at» 


No. 33, Crown-ftreet, Finfbury-fquare, has laboured under a 
difeafe of the- cheft nearly feyen years, -He imputes its origin to 
a violent cold, leaving behind a cough, which was very trouble- 
fome during the winter, and at firft conftantly difappeared in the 
fummer months, For the Jaft two years he has experienced no 
intermifion. He {pits up a great deal of a fomething, which, 
when put into a glafs of water, appears white and flocculent, 
and foon fubfides to the bottom, and when viewed by the mi-. 
crofcope fhews the appearance of a thin web replete with air- 
bubbles,’ He had feldom above two or three hours fleep, fo 


troublefome was his cough. He had feverith heat towards even-. 


ing, which diminifhed by fweating in the morning ; a parched 
white tongue, with florid edges and {pots ; chillinefs during the 
day ; and a circumfcribed red {pot on the cheek-bone.. He often 
complained of a dull pain under the fternum ; hearfenefs towards 
evening ; and fo much debility, that he was above two hours in 
getting to my houfe in Bennet-ftreet, repeatedly taking hold of 
the rails of houfes as he went along. His appetite was good, 
and what feemed rather unufual in his complaint, he had Iittle or 
no expectation of recovery, which perhaps might arife from the 
continual good-nature of honeft friends, who were conftantly 
exprefling their concern at his fituation. He had taken a deal of 
medicine without benefit. The plan I purfued with him was 
emetics and cathartics to make the bark agree; fyrup of white 
poppies at night to affuage the cough ; and he inhaled the Aydro- 
carbonate in the proportion of one quart te forty of atmofpheric orice 
was ordered a fleecy hofiery waiftcoat ; fat 

gundy pitch plafter on the breaft, The reduced atmofphere in- 
variably produced a general fenfe of coldnefs and refrefhment 
oyer.the frame; and at firft flight vertigo, and naufea, which 
foon difappeared, and ever after, he went away under the per- 
fvafion he was mended by the hydro-carbonate, and foon acquired 
the full confidence, that. he fhopld fpeedily recover; nor was 
this expegtation fallacious; for his cough daily grew lefs incef- 
fant, his nights were feldom difturbed, he felt his ftrength fo far 
incteafed, that he could walk here in half an hour; and what he 
fpit up was blueith, or refembled clear mucus, which fwam en 


had a large Bur- 
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the furface of the water. He ceafed to have exacerbations of 
heat and cold, with perfpiration in the morning, and his friends 
univerfally noticed the furprifing alteration in his looks, - After 
five weeks he took his leave, without cough ; increafed in fleth ; 
and feemingly perfeétly recovered of his former complaint.” ~~ * 

Cafe 4.—“ Amy Chatfield, for feveral months has had hz~ 
moptoe ; her expectoration is now (April g) ftreaked with blood, 
Jinks whea trmmerfed in water, cough hard and frequent, tongue 
florid at the edges, countenance pallid, except when attacked with- - 
fever, which comes on towards evening, -perfpirations in the 
morning, emaciation, breathing opprefied, a tightnefs, like a 
rope, acrofs the breaft, fo much debility that fhe was above an 
hour.and a half in getting to my houfe in Bennet-ftreet, leaning 
on the arm of a companion, and fitting down upon the ftoné: 
fteps of houfes fix or feven times in her way. Ordered the fy=, 
Yup of white poppies, and an aperient draught, i 

“ April 12. Expectoration as before, fleep very difturbed, 
awakened with, violent head-ach, and ficknefs of the ftomach. — 
Ordered an emetic and cathartic, and the opium to be omitted, _ 

_“ April 14, Brought off a quantity of vifcid mucus from 
the ftomach, fee!s to-day lighter, and much mended. Expeétora< 
tion as before. Ordered a fleecy hofiery waiftcoat, a cathartic, 
and a mixture of bark,’ myrrh and fteel, and the opiate to be 
refumed. | ae as 

“ April 16. Feels ftronger, and only refted once in getting 
here, complains of a tightnefs acrofs the breaft, flitches in the 
fide, much heat at night, giddinefs and head-ach, difturbed fleep,. 
and cough very hard. Pain when making a deep infpiration, 
and a catching of the breath, Ordered the tonic to be omitted, 
and directed a tonic aperient of rhubarb quaffia and coriander 
feeds to be taken at night, the bark mixture without fteel to be 
refumed the following day, PREY aia 
- April 18. Is much mended. The expectoration is lefs 
{treaked, and appears now fpotted with blood, and ftudded over 
with air-bubbles. Sinks in water. Ordered the tonic mixture 
to be repeated and the aperient each night. ? Ba 
“© April a1. Walked here without leaning on her compa- 
nion, and only fitting down once; flight ftitches in the fide : ex- 
pectoration as before. Repeat the medicines of yefterday. 

“< April 22, 23, 24, 25. Continues mending ; expectoration, 
diminifhed, and rather lefs fpotred with blood, Pains in the loins. 
Signs of menorrhcea, Omit, medicamenta, = ae 

“€ April 26, 27,28. Menorrheea, pale, copious, during which 
time fhe was unufually well; but the expectoration was much 
ftreaked with blood, and lefs ftudded. _ Saat ae 
$ April 29. At nine in the evening was taken excéedingly 
ill; had violent head-achs, fhiyerings, ‘fluthes of heat, great pain 
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jn’ the loins, fhortnefs of breathing, drought, no appetite ;. paffed 
abadnight. —. We | | 
“In getting here, May 1, was, obliged to reft four or five 
times by the way, looked exceedingly ill; expectoration more 
ftreaked with blood, complains of fome pain and rumbling in the 
bowels ; ordered the tonic aperient, and the bark mixture after 
the bowels were cleanfed. 

“May 3. Sat down-thrice in walking here : the expectoration 
was lefs ftreaked and fpotted with blood ; and of a browner cov 
lour, and more difpofed to fwim. Ordered the bark mixture to 
be repeated, and the opiate at night, with a tonic ‘aperient pill of 
aloes, gentian, myrrh, and fteel. | | 

“¢ May.4. Strength much increafed, countenance more healthy, 
expectoration browner, not ftreaked, and lefs ftudded with blood, 

dieep undifturbed, cough eafy, appetite good. 

“ May 5, 6, 7, 8. Mends daily: expectoration very little 
{potted with blood, of a dark brown, and {witns. 

« May 9, 10, II, 12, 13, 14. Continues mending; has ins | 
creafed in flefh ; the medicines have produced a total alteration 
in her appearance, fo that few would believe her to be the fame 
perfon; feldom expectorates. | 

“ May 20. Has left off medicines, thinking herfelf quite 
well, | 

‘‘ September 3. 1 learn that Amy Chatfield -has had no return 
of her diforder, and has continued with the fame family in excel- 
Jent health, Beat, | : 

* During the time Amy Chatfield was under my care, fhe 
inhaled a quart of hydro-carbonate a day, diluted with thirty of 
atmofpheric air, and felt at the time of inhalation-a cool and 

Jfoothing effect 5 and at firft flight giddinefs and naufea ; but thefe 
foon went off. “Uhefe effects however were not fo confpicuous, 
as when fhe inhaled the vapour of zther, which was employed 
five or fix times. This produced little or no naufea. It feemed 
to foften and enfeeble the pulfe ; but, after the procefs was over, 
it rofe, and appeared foft and fuller. As the air was drawn over 
a large refervoir of cold water, did it not ferve as a temporary 
cold bath, bracing the veffels of the lungs ?. | wt 

Cafe 5.—Mr. Cochran, an apothecary in London, defcribes 
his own cafe in the following terms :-— 

“© | placed myfelf. under Dr. Uhornton’s care laft June, being 

fubje& to hemoptoe, and bloody and purulent expeétoration 
dinking in water. J had previoufly, without benefit, but rather 
with an aggravation of my complaint, tried the air of the country. 
LT inhaled at Dr. Vhornton’s daily @ quart of hydro-carbenate, 
mixed with thirty of comimon air. It produced at firft contiderable 
vertigo, and afterwards much reftefhment and a pleafing tran- 
quillity.. This was: conjoined with the exhibition of bark and, 
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Columbo root; and I was evidently mending. When, at the 
commencement of Auguit, the weather fetting in extremely hot, 
J left off the reduced atmofphere, but continued-the tonic mix- 
ture: and, being rather hurried in bufinefs, I was in confequerce 
feized with econfiderable hemoptoe. The. fubfequent attacks 
have, however, been trifing ; having, by the direction of Dr. 
Thornton, at the inftant immerfed my hands and feet into water, 
which was furrounded by zther, and a folution of fal ammoniac 
in water ; and then keeping them for fome time in the air: after 
which } took aperientsy and next tonics; and it is now three 
weeks, and I have had no returns whatever of hzemoptoe, nor 
is my expectoration ftreaked or fpotted with blood. The fever 
at night, and perfpiration in the morning are, however, very 
opprefiive ; and having inhaled on the 6th current two tea- 
“poons full of ther from a-tea-pot, I remarked, with another 
. gentleman, that my pulfe, which was about 98, funk at the time ~ 
trom fix to eight beats in the minute, and continued throughout 
the night contiderably lefs full, but equally quick as before. The 
fubfequent effects of zether. have been always to foften and ent 
feeble the pulfations.”’ ya 
- Dr. Thornton adds that, in the cafe of Mr. Cochran, the be- 
nefht from the hydro-carbonate was not equally confpicuous ; but 
_ itis obferved, that during the time he was under the pneumatic 
treatment, he purfued his avocations, and brought on a return 
of his hemoptoe. It is ftated that he neverthelefs perfifts in 
his defire of the hydro-carbonate gas, being convinced it did 
him fome fervice. “The fequel of this cafe is not known to us, 
After a cafe of haemoptyfis, which we have already inferted 
under that head, there appears, in the lift pubhithed by Dr, Bed- 
does, a defperate cafe of phthifis, of which the following are the 
particulars : ! . 
_ Cafe 6.— March x 5. William Roberts, aged 34, married, 
caught a moft violent cold in November 1795, which fettled in 
the breaft ; accompanied with acute pain on the right fide, difi-. 
culty of breathing, expectoration ftreaked with blood, a hard 
cough; for which he was bliftered, and the ufual antiphlogiftic — 
remedies applied. It foon after terminated in phthifis, viz. hot 
and parched {kin in the evening, profufe perfpiration in the 
morning, drought, chillinefs in the day, debility, emaciation, and 
purulent expectoration. He confulted Dr. Wills, phyfician to 
the Finfbury Difpenfary ; who, after attending him for fome 
ume, declared to his wife, that no medicine could be of: any fer» 
vice, and that he was in a deep decline, and his only hope was 
his going into the country. He then confulted. Mr. Myers, who — 
was of the fame opinion ; and, having next applied to Dr. Pit- 
cairne, he alfo told him, medicine would render him no fervice, 
and he muit go into. the country, -Ordered an emetic, and tonic 
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eathartic of rhubarb and vitriolated kali; and, after their opera- 
tion, a tonic mixture of bark, compound tin€ture of the jame, 
and myrrh. Oh hes fe : “ge 

« March 17. Cough hard and troublefome. Ordered another 
aperient. i 
« March to. Cough more urgent. Ordered an emulfion of 
oil of almonds, milk of almonds, fugar and gum arabic; fyrup 
of poppies at night; and the tonic mixture to be refumed. 

“© March 20. Strength increafed; the night’s fleep lefs dif. 
turbed ; cough lefs urgent, coftive. Ordered a tonic aperient pill 
of aloes, myrrh, vitriolated iron, and extract of gentian. ‘The 
other medicines to be taken as before: a Burgundy pitch plafter 
to be applied.to the {ternum. | 

« March 21 to 25. ‘The tonic pills and opiate were ordered 
to be omitted. 

« March 26. Cough urgent: Ordered the opiate to be re- 
fumed. 

“ March 27 to 30. Cough lefs troublefome; ftrength in- 
creafed. Ordered the fame medicines to be continued. 

“ April 1. Strength confiderably increafed: faid, he walked 
ten miles in three hours, and has returned on foot from Woolwich, 
and felt no fatigue. 

« April 2. ExpeCtoration diminithed, perfpiration lefs pro- 
fufe, appetite keen. Ordered the fame niedicines to be jcon- 
tinued. 

“ April 3to 1g. Amendment great. Expectoration not ftreak- 
ed with blood, but ftill finks in water. | 

« April 18. Walked from Woolwich this morning, and faid 
- he felt neither fatigue in going there or returning. Ordered vi- 
triolated iron and extract of bark, to be taken with the tonic. 
mixture. ‘The opiate and emulfion to be omitted. 

“ April 25. Night fweats wholly gone, only a flight cough 
in the morning ; what he expectorates, when immerfed in water, 
{wims; except fome {mall pieces, which detach themfelves upon 
agitation; nights good, fpirits alert; for feveral months had been 
obliged to leave off his trade; now follows it with fatisfaction . 
to himfelf; fays, he ¢ ails nothing now buta flight cough.’ Or. 
dered the tonic medicines gradually to be left off. | 

« April 30. Appears light and a€tive, has acquired ‘fleth, 
{pirits great, appetite good, coughs but feldom, has however 
hecking occafionally. Ordered the medicines wholly to be left 
off, and now and then a little’ gum arabic to be put into the 
mouth. Wels | | 

** Sept. 29. Saw Wm.*Roberts; he has the appearance of ~ 
health, and fays he has enjoyed good health fince his recovery. - 
Advifed him to ward againft the autumn by a fleecy hofiery 
waiftcoat,”’ 
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Odfervation. “ From the copious expectoration of this pas - 

" tient,” fays Dr. Thornton, “ E.conceived he had a catatrhal des _ 
fluxion from the lungs, local irritation, and general: debility. 
To take off the local iritation ‘he inhaled a reduced atmofphere, 
formed of the hydro-carbonate a quart, to fifty of atmofpheric 
air; and he had a Burgundy pitcl: plafter applied to the fteraum ; 
and when inflamntation was indicated, an aperient. The ab- 
forbents were excited to action, firft by an emetic, and probably 
by the hydro-carbonate and tonic medicines; which: Jatt tended 
alfo to counteract morbid debility and irritability.” The door 
next relafes, sey Loe areot: ty 

Cafe 7.—“ May 10. William Dench, printer, married, aged 
36, has been, for fome months, fubjeé& to a violent cough; | 
perf{pirations in the morning, emaciation, debility, a dull pain at 

the breaft, purulent expectoration, flocculent, and finking i 
water; which experiment was tried in his prefence ; voice hoarfe, 
- breathing opprefied, tongue clean, appetite moderate. Ordered 
anemetic of ipecacuanha, and a cathartic of rinbarb and yitri- 
-olated kali. oH LURID 

“« May 12; Symptoms the fame; feels rather weaker. Ora 
dered the cathartic to be repeated. OE A. 
__“ May 14. Lefs pain under the fternum: rather weaker. 
Ordered'a tonic mixture of decoction of bark, compound tine- 
ture of the fame, myrrh, and columbo ; fyrup of white poppies 
at night and‘in the morning. : | 
. “ May- 15. Slight ftitches in the fide, ficknefs at the fto- 
mach, and head-ach. Ordered-a Burgundy pitch plafter, and an 
emetic at night.. The opiate to be refumed the night after. 

“¢ May 16 to April 8. Reatinged the opiate night and morn- 
ing, and che tonic mixture in the day, with toni¢ aperients pre- 
re nata. “SR 

“ April 9. Cough-free, breathing eafy; no profufe per{pi- 
ration at night; upon going up ftairs formerly obliged to reft 
ten minutes before he could poflbly proceed to work; now, te 
ufe his own expreffion, he ¢ has at it immediately ;’ appetite 
good, dleep undifturbed. Ordered the fyrup to be omitted. 

“ April 16.. Seldom expectorates, and what is coughed up 
appears to be chiefly mucus. Ordered the tonic mixture eradu— 
ally to be left off ae 

«© April 18. Came to me. to return thanks, being, as he 
thought, cured. 

_ “ Sept. 20. Has experienced no relapfe; looks well, and 
fays ‘he feels very hearty ;’ he is fubje@, however, to-catarrhs.”? 
* . Dr. Thornton makes the followin’: obfervations on this café : 

“¢ Mr. Dench frequently inhaled, once a day, a reduced at- 
mofphere, and felt vertigo at firft. The quantity. was a quart of 
hydro-catbonate to thirty of atmofpheric air. Upon diflection £ 
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have often found figns of a morbid fecretion, and no ulceration 5 
and, where the expectoration is copious, may we not. reafonably 
fufpedt this rather to be the cafe, than that what 1s coughed up 
is formed from an ulcer? Are not tonics indicated in difeafed 
fecretions ? and may not the hydro-carbonate give tone to the 
abforbents? ‘Is not the leucophlegmatic confumption a difeafe _ 
of the abforbents, often previoufly manifefted by tumid glands, 
though thefe in an adyanced period are rarely to be found ?” 

Dr. Beddoes inferts a journal of Mrs, B——’s cafe in the fol- 
lowing terms : ' ‘ 

Cate 8.—*< Mrs, B. about 34 years of age, fcrophulous habit, 
fubjeét to eruptions in the face; early in the fpring of 1795, in 
the evening, complained of a flight pain in her throat, and fome 
dificulty in fwallowing ; which increafed fo much before the 
morning, that it was with great difficulty fhe could fwallow a 
table fpoonful of liquid; great pain in the throat and breaft, a 
very hoarfe voice; fpoke very low, and great pain in {peaking ; 
a hot dry fkin, pulfe 100, great thirft. | 

« Neutral mixtures, with fpermaceti and opium, with blif~ 
ters to the back and breaft, brought on a plentiful fwea', and re- 
lieved the affections of the breaft and fever in the caurfe of a 
‘few days. ib | . “ 

“ The fweating continuing reduced her fo much, that it was 
thought advifable to give the bark to check it; the faline julep, 
with laudanum, was occafionally given, to relieve the irritation 
of the breaft, and to procure fleep. She continued gradually to 
recover for about ten days. ‘The pain in her breait and fide re- 
_ turned, which was removed again by the {weating being pro- 
duced, which left her in a more reduced ftate than before. “The 
Anguftura bark checked the {weating: but within fourteen days 
the whole train of unfavourable fymptoms again returned, with 
troublefome aching pain-in the extremities; and was again re- 
moved by fwesting. In a little time. was able to go down flairs, 
and in fine weather to ride out in an open chaife; but feldom 
more than a mile ata time, ‘which feemed to be attended with 
advantage. Yet, nearly about the fame diftance of time,-i. 2. 
about fourteen days, {he was attacked with all the unfavourable 
fymptoms before mentioned. The Anguftura bark was then 
ehanged for a decoction of the yellow bark, two f{poonsful twice 
a day, and the following. bie 

* aft night. Pain in the breaft, and fide, and: back’: fweat 
much in the night; in the day very languid, with frequent ide 
dinefs in the head; often faint-erd fick ; took very little nou- 
rifhment ; pulfe* feventy ; very weak had ‘but little: fleep for 
three nights. ae | ! hg Ree Brit 34 


~ 


“ ‘Took, at going to bed, one quart of hydro-carbonate air, 


414 | PULMONARY CONSUMPTION, 


with refting three times; complains of a flight giddinefs in’ her 
“ad. Had a better night; was faint and fick; in the morn- 
ing was able to ride about two miles in an open, chaife ; was. 
better of her ficknefs, the pain in her breaft and fide eafier ; had 
not, {weat fo. much the night before; pulfe regular ; took one 
quart of the hydro-carbonate air, with refling twice, and did not 


complain of any affeftion of the head. | 
“ 3d. Slept tolerably well in the night, without any fweat- 
ing ; was rather faint when the awoke in the morning, with a 
flight giddinefs of her head; rode out about three miles ; the af- 
feCtion of her head better, the pain in her fide worfe; appetite 
better for her dinner; in the evening the pain in her fide was 
better, and had been free from pain in her breaft all the day ; 
took in the evening three half pints of hydro-carbonate air at 
three times, which affected her head very much; was not able to 
take more; the pulfe was about 100, and did not feem to ke ale 
tered from the affection of the head by the air. if ea 
_  gth. Slept better ; the pain in the fide continued, the pain 
at her breaft better ; did not fweat in the night, appetite better ; 
pulfe eighty; complained of heat in her hands and feet fre- 
quently, with giddinefs in her head for the courfe of the day ; 
rode out about four miles; the affection of her head better ; 
took three pints of the hydro-carbonate,. which affected her head@ 
a little ; took it at three times. : 
“ oth. Slept tolerably well; no {weating ; the pain in her 
breaft and fide better; pulfe 100; frequent fluthings. of heat ia 
her hands and feet, and a little giddinefs in the head; rode out, 
and the affection of the head was better; took three pints of the 
air at three times. tale 
“ 6th. Refted well; the pain in her breaft and fide better ; 
{weating entirely gone off; appetite better, wii 
© ath. In every refpe& from this time continued gradually 
Tecovering, and had not any returm of the complaints ; continued 
the ufe of the air for two months, and is at prefent better than 
for twelve months pait.’’ 
_ From Dr. Beddoes’s remarks on the foregoing cafes, we think it — 
neceflary to make the foilowing extracts, which will. conclude — 
what we have to offer on this ingenious fyftem. 7 
Among the preceding cafes,” fays the doGtor, that of 
Newbury (related under H@moptysis) deferves to be diftin- 
guifhed. Mr. Watt, who exhibited the hydro-carbonate, Dr. 
Carmichael, and Mr. Barr fas I learned from their convetfation) 
were much {truck by gts effect in lowering the pulfe, and mi- 
Uae oS very alarming fymptoms that attended the difcharge 
ot blood, ! ‘ie ia iy 
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& Mr. Watt informed me, that this gas was prepared from one 
part in bulk of caft+iron borings, and three of charcoal. It was 
fo {trong, that, when frefli made, N. could not beat above a 
quart at a dofe, Mr. Watt’s queries on this cafe were, rf. 
Could the iren doany thing? 2+ Does not the cafe furnith a 
hint, that copious eruptions upon the legs would be ‘of ufe? 
3. And might they not be produced by frictions with flour of 
muftard, cowhage, &c. ? The editor had this year a confump- 
tive patient, on whofe body a copious progeny, of boils broke 
out in long-continued fuccefhon, but without any change in the 
fymptomss -Ppbilbiads 

“ Mr. Watt, ina letter, dated Aug. 17, 1796, informed me, 

that Mr. Barr counted Néwbury’s pulfe in the firft fever fir, and 
“made it 100; and that ié fell to ninety ¢ during the time he was 
taking the fir/? pint of hydro-carbonate. ‘The fecond, or thrething 
fever, I could not count it; but fuppofe it to have been at leatt. 

120, and ftrong! In about three days it was got nearly natural, 
and the eruption appeared. In the interim, he had three pints 
» of hydro-carbonate twice a-day.’ : 

“ In cafes like this I fhould advife hydro-carbonate air with 
confiderabie expectation of advantage. But‘ we fhall not foon 
have a fufficient number of facts to determine ifs virtues; as 
-coniiderable hemorrhage from the lungs, with ftrong pulfe, isa 
difeafe rather unfrequent: and it is {till more uncommon for a 
phyfician to be called in, till ulceration of the lungs, the forma- 

_ tion of new veflels, or the power of habit, has altered the nature 
of the complaint. | 

“On the foregoing cafes of confumption, in which hydro- 
carbonate was uled-along with powerful drugs, it is obvious to 
remark, that the drugs would not of themfelyes have - produced 
the effet. Should the favourable event, as it reafonably may, 
oceation feruples refpeCting the real nature of the complaint, it 
is to be cblerved, that, in general, the account of the fymptoms 
is very precife, and the expreffions very pointed. A perfectly 
impartial practitioner, for inftance, fays, that he does not think: 
it ‘poffible phthifis pulmonalis could be more {lrongly marked 
than in W. Roberts.’ 

' @ From fuch reports, I infer only, that it may be proper 
-equtioufly to adminifter hydro-carbonate, or other faCtitious un- 
refpirable air in confumption, two, three, or four times a day, 
‘tilleither fome remedy of a diiferent nature be difcovered, or 
fome better method of employing thefe fubttances be rendered 
practicable. | ; ber 

‘¢ The only other example of a difagreeable effe& produced 
upon a patient of my own, that has ever occurred to me from 
this clafs of airs, is the’ following. A perfon, far advanced in 
‘eenf{umption, had his hydro-carbonate increafed from one pint 
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to two quarts. He took two quarts in the morning in bed with — 
out any unpleafant feelings. He took two. quarts in the evening, 
alfo in. bed; and, after fleeping about twenty minutes, awaked 
with a violent head-ach, fucceeded. by fome delirium. His 
hectic fever ran higher than ufual in the night: it was aggra- 
vated, I fuppofe, by the head-ach, which was doubtlefs owing 
to the hydro-carbonate. Next day, he was very little worfe than 


-ufual, and afterwards better. The air was the fame morning 


and evening. , uae 
“ I have occafionally feen good fleep from very moderate dofes. 
of hydro-carbonate. Maifs S. daughter of Dr. S, conftitutionally. 
very feeble, aud in the laft {tage of confumption, after taking 
a quart of hydro-carbonate, could fleep fixteen hours out of the 


twenty-four without medicine. She felt no head-ach or other 


» 
™ 


Anconvenience. ‘This effect continued, with fome abatement, 
‘for a week ; when fhe went from the Hotwells. 1 have latély 
received an account of the fimilur operation of an.over dofe of 
-hydro-carbonate. ‘ A woman, aged —, had been afflicted with 


a cancerous ulcer for more than ten years, the pain of which de- 
prived her of fleep almoft completely ; at leaft her fleep was 
neither found nor refrefhing. She was treated with oxygene, 


which had fome good effects. J believe, hydro-carbonate was 


alfo tried, of which, accidentally, fhe got one day a large dofe, — 


_which brought on fyncope and deliquium, which lafted a confi« 


derable time. When fhe recovered, fhe was put to bed, and 
dlept fourd many hours. Next day fhe faid fhe had been in pa- 
radife, and that all the fleep fhe had had for ten years put toge- 
ther, did not amount to fo much as fhe had had this laft night, 
and the pain of the cancer continued eafier throughout that day. 
The event of the cafe I have not been informed of, but believe 
there was no cure. = Rea S megs 
‘* Conunued reflection, and information from various quar- 
ters, lead me ftill to expect, that we fhall arrive at a.method of 
treating confumption fuccefsfully. AH the great attempts, in 


synch human genius has fucceeded, were taxed beforehand as 
_prefumptuous follies. Le wulgaire de chague fiecle cite avec em= 


phafe le pafle contre Vavenir: celui qui fuccede le voit dementi par 


_ Levenenent ; mais en infultant a fon erreur il Pimite, et deplagant — 


feulement fes negations, al nen pourfuit pas moins infatigablement Jes 
proferiptions prophetiques.”’ (us Sk shake 

_» 4 Uncommon cafes of Phthifis.] As this difeafe admits of fome 
variety in certain inftances, the reader will not difapprove of the 
following, which we felect from the Memoirs -of the Medical 


Society of London. oe 


The firft we Shall exhibit is an account of a fpecies of phthifis 
pulinonalis, peculiar to perfons employed in pomting needles in 
the needle manufacture, by Dr. Johnftone, of Worcefter 22 
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& The needle manufactory,” fays Dr. Johnftone, “ is carried 
on to confiderable extent, in a line of this country extending. 
from Brom{grove to Alcefter, efpecially at Red-ditch, which is: 
nearly in the centre of that line. _ 

“ Perfons employed in pointing the needles by dry grinding 
them, are conftantly very foon affected with pulmonary com- 
plaints, fuch as cough, purulent or bloody expectoration ; and 
‘being fo affected, they gradually wafte in fleth and ftrength, and 
hardly ever attain the age of forty years.’ 

“ As the bufinefs is known to be conftantly atteaded with 
‘fuch fatal effects, the manufacturers find it not very ealy to en- 
gage perfons to work at it; and they who are, engaged, are fo 
_well paid as to get money enough to mifpend in drink ; being,’ 
for the moft part, in this re“ edt, perfons of very irregular - 
manners. | 

** Parents in binding their children to the needle trade, for the 
moft part, condition, that they fhall not be employed in this’ 
pernicious branch of the manufactory, the grinding or pointing ~ 
the needles. oud ie 

“ Befides their habitual excefs in drinking, the perfons fo em- 
ployed chew much tobacco, in order, perhaps, to folicit a fecre- 
tion of faliva, which they throw out plentifully to wet their’ 
hands, and the needles over-heated in attrition with the grind= 
tone. | | sii 

“ Surely it would not be difficult to have a veffel filled with 
cold water near, occafionally to dip therein the hand, and cool: 
the metal, and thereby to avoid this perpetual wafte of a fluid, 
by the lofs of which digeftion is impaired and ftrength funk. 
Nor would it be difficult to contrive a crape hood or gauze hel- 
met, to receive the head and reft on the fhoulders, which would: 
prevent a great deal of the metalline and ftony particles of duft, 
which fly off in the operation of dry grinding the needles, from 
entering the samifications of the trachea arteria, and cells of the 
lungs, with the air in the action of infpiration. 

“ ‘The caufe of the pulmonary phthifis peculiar to the people. 
who follow this bufinefs, is, undoubtedly, the continual irritation: 
of the lungs by the duft of fmall particles of iron and (tone, and’ 
their gradual congeftion into fmall concretions on the air cells of 
the lungs. ; : POAT NCTE, ae 

_ They unite there into fmall balls by means of the mucus 
which is fecreted in order to defend the tender fubltances of 
the lungs, Yh SSeS 

“ By the continual irritation of the tender and irritable furface 
of the lungs the fuppurative inflammation is gradually produced, 
which at length ends in ulceration. | 

© Tn the earlier fiages of the difeafe, the cough which is pro- 
sluced, brings “up only ‘lime and mucus; or, perhaps, produces: 


i 


a 
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hoemoptoe in the advanced ftate, the matter expectorated is pu- 
tulent, and often mixed with the fine duft of the iron and {tone, ° 
united with mucus in a hardened ftate, ae 
~ «€ ‘Phe progrefs of the difeafe produces all the too well known 
Symptoms of confirmed phthifis pulmonalis. The patients gra- 
dually grow thinner and more emaciated ; and are at laft:wafted 
by colliquative {weats and diarrhea, till they ceafe to live. This 
progrefs is no doubt accelerated by the wafte of faliva, as well 
as by intemperance in drinking. | 
i This fatal progreffion is. too well known, and particu. 
larly fo to the unhappy victims, of it; fo much indeed, as to 
precipitate them by a. kind of defpair.to neglect all means of 
Telief. . } 
'. © Tm a confidetable number of patients for whom I have been 
gonfulted, I have given temporary. relief by medicines. ufually 
preferibed for tabid.patients of the pulmonary kind. Thave often 
relieved and fufpended the progrefs of the difeafe; but when it 
had lafted fome. time, been, rooted by habit, on continuing the 
bufinefs which was the original caufe of it, it has. generally — 
gnded fatally,: 
.  Ithink it probable that if thefe perfons were induced fo far’ 
to attend to. their fafety as to ufe endeavours to prevent the in. 
Ralation of this pernicious duft, by a cantrivance of the nature | _ 
bave fuggefled ; and if they would habitually cool their hands. 
and the heated needles, inftead of wafting their faliva for that 
purpofe, thefe precautions, with temperance, might very much: 
retard, if not prevent, the progrefs of this fatal difeafe. Be- 
fides, the hope thus fupported would probably make thefe per- 
fons mere.careful of themfelves, and more attentiye to the means 
of early relief and of cure.”? te Peigys Ms OPN ES 
~The other inftance of fingularity in this difeafe is that of a. 
pulmonary confumption exiting, and proving: fatal, without any 
evident beclic fever. The-cafe is related by Dr. F othergill, of 
Bath. Stop gl ie ee 
& Mafter. D -» though well formed. at his birth, and 
healthy during his early infancy, afterwards contraéted a confi- 
derab!e deformity of his cheft, the right fide_of the bofom being 
greatly depreffed, while the left became very protubergnt ;:a Va~ 
letudinary ftate of health fucceeded, and increafed with his years, 
attended with cough, difficult refpiration, expeétoration of vifcid 
phlegm, and a gradual wafting of the fleth, till at length he be~ 
came extremely emaciated. i) 
. He bore his fufferings with wonderful patience ; his manners 
werg endearing, and his underflanding far beyond his years. 
is afflicted parents had recourfe to every aid that medical fcience 
could fuggeft, and no expence was fpared that change of air or 
cumate could afford, but alas in vain! Having ftruggled with 
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‘ 


PULMONARY CONSUMPTION. 219 


an incurable difcafe till the eleventh year of his age, a fudden 
increafe of the fymptoms came on, the countenance aflumed a 
cadayerous hue, the pupils of the eyes dilated, refpiration ex- 
tremely laborious ; pulfe low, fluttering, and depreffed ; extremi- 
ties cold, but the fenfes remained entire, and the mind collected 
to the laft, when death interpofed, and afforded a happy releafe 
from all his fufferings. | : 
“« Being called to him the day before his death, and having, 
remarked the above fymptoms, Iwas much furprifed to hear that ‘ 
through the whole courfe of his illaefs, he had fhewn no evident 
figns of hectic fever; no night fweats, no rigors, no purulent 
expectoration, or other fymptom of pulmonary confumption, 
except thofe above mentioned, and an inability of lying on the 
left fide. Before his deceafe indeed a tumor had formed on the 
left lumbar region, which, however, did not fuppurate, but fud- 
denly difappeared, attended with internal commotion, and.an 
evident increafe of the fymptoms. fa ) 
_ “ The peculiarities which I have jult. noticed in the above 
cafe, rendered a further infpection of the body after death ex- 
tremely defirable. This being agreed to, Mr, Phillot, an able 
furgeon, this day opened the body in my prefence, when the fol- 
lowing phenomena prefented themfelves to our view,’? 
_ ‘The appearances after death are thus defcribed : 
«« On the fecond day after the death of the deceafed, the ex. 
ternal-mufcles of the cheft and abdomen were become extremely » 
livid, and the odor offenfive: on opening the abdomen there 
gufhed out a great quantity of yellow foetid ferum, which de» 
luged the whole cavity, a great fhare of which feemed to have 
been extravafated after death. The omentum (as might be ex-- 
pected) was nearly obliterated. The liver, though found, was 
greatly enlarged, and adhered in feyeral places to the adjacent 
ribs. . Uhe gall-bladder appeared turgid with yellow bile. The 
{pleen fmall, and exhibited at its lower extremity a round tuber- 
cular appendage which feemed little more than a lufus nature. 
‘The reft of the abdominal contents appeared natural. On open- 
ing the thorax the left lobe of the lungs feemed tolerably found, 
but the whole right lobe was totally deftroyed, and the cavity com- 
pletely full of very foetid purulent matter, without even a veftige 
of pulmonary fubflance. “Vhe adjacent ribs felt fomewhat rough, 
and fcabrous: from’ being eroded, by the vaft quantity of corrupt 
“purulent matter that had fo long ftagnated in the cavity, The 
heart as well as the left lobe of the lungs, being defended by their, 
proper coats, eicaped corrofion, and were found entire,’? "| 
From this fingular cafe,”” continues Dr, Fothergill, ¢ may 
‘ we not draw the following conclufions, 9 
- “ ft. ‘That the difeafe was a genuine confumption of. the 
jungs, and though extremely flow in its progefs, was neverthe~ 
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cheft, ytterly irterediable. © | 
od. ‘That an entire lobe of fo impottant an organ as the’ 
longs, may ‘Under certain circumftances be-deftroyed, and yet 
refpiration, while the oppofite lobe remains entire, be carried on 
for a confiderable length of time—a wife provifion in the human 
frame, and a ftriking example among many otliers of the wil- 
dom and ‘benevolence of the Divine Architect ! Rs: 
Ba! 2aet P hret though hectic fever, with night fweats, 8c, 1s 
held'to be an 7ifeparable concomitant of a confumption of the 
lungs, yet the'prefent cafe affords a-notable inttauce of the 
contrary. — as PEIN Mitpmaicc dh ys 
6 ath. That though this excep:ion to the general rule is 
the only one that has fallen under my ows obfervation, iris per- 
haps not the only one that has“occurred in practice ; for if I re- 
collect ‘right, a2 fimilar inftance is recorded by profeffor De Haen’ 
(fge Ratio Medendi), which,. in conjunction with the prefent 
cafe, ought to be a caution to practitioners not to pronounee (as 
fome men of eminence in the prefent mftance had done too’ 
lraftily) that there ¢az be no true confurnption of: the lungs with- 
Out lreclic fever. : es | 
« oth. That purulent matter may for a long time be gradu~ 
ally accumulated in the cheft without being expectorat-d or abe 
forbed ; fer had’it been confiderably diminithed by either of thefe 
jperations, the cavity would not have been found quite full, as 
we difcovered in the above cafe. st | 
¢ 6th, “That the great accumulation was evidently owing to 
the want of expectoration, and of abforption ; and that the want 
6f-expectoration arofe from the deftruétion of that lobe of the 
lunes where the matter was depofited, for the found lobe con- 
tained no purulent matter to be expectorated, nor could abforp- 
tion take place where the organ with all irs lymphatic veffels 
were deftroyed, | 
eo, “Phat the matter being flowly formed and gradually 
increaféd (as it undoubtedly had been from: a remote period), 
naturé became at length habituated to the preflure, and being 
thus by degrees accuitomed to the load, no hectic fever was 
Rindled up'm the fyftem, as it always is in more inflammatory: 
hectic cafes, “and where the progrefs is more: rapid. 4 
72 Sth. "Phat’as purulent matter, like other fluids, gravitates. 
fo the moft depending part, and varies according to the pofition 
df’ the Body, itis ealy to explain why inftinct prompted him to 
the moft favourable pofture, obliging him-conftantly te turn to. 
Ri€right fide, by: which means the left lobe of the lungs, the 
only part of the organ by which refpiration could now be carried 
on (however imperfectly) was left. more at liberty. to perform its 
AEH FN ey ee eae ! 20S Us ging hed 
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Genus XXXVIIL HEMORRHOIS. 
Hemorrorps, a 


Hemorrhois, Seuv. gen. 217. Lin, 192. Sag. gen. 182. 
Hemorrhoidalis fluxus, Hoff. 219. ~ aye 
Hzmorrhoides, Funck. 11. and 12. 

| Leucorrhois, Voz, 112. - 


Sp. 1. External Piles, 
Var. A. Bloody Piles. 


Heemorrhois moderata, Sauv. {p.-1. rich 

- Hemorrhoides ordinate, Funck. 1. 
Heemorrhoides nimize, Funck. tt. 

» Hemorthois immodica, Sauv. fpe2.° Anhide. 
Hemorrhoides excendentes, A/berti, de hemorrhoid, Pe 17009 

’ Hemorthois polypofa, Sauv. fp. 3. nea iar Ox 35 


Var. B. Mucous Pilese 


>» Heemorrhoides decolorate, albze, et mucide, Funck. I 3. Ale 
G viberti, p. 248, | eict eloSbb 


~~ 
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tects Sp. To The Piles from a Procidentia Ast. o's 


“Heemorthois ab exania, Sauv. fp. qi 


pase fi : Sp. Ill. The Running Piles. : bg ' He 7 ad 
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Hemorthoides coecz, Funck. 12. Alberti; Potipitcubio zogtt 


ts Defcription.) | 'The difcharge-of blood from, {mall tumors on 
the verge “of the anus\ conftitutes what is called the hemorrhoids 
or piles.<> They-are diftinguithed into the external and internal, 
according to the fituation of the tumors, either, without or within. 
the anus, Sometimes; however, thefe tumors appear without 
difcharging any blood; >and in this cafe. they are..called the 
hamorrhoides caece, or blind piless». Sometimes the. difeafe appears 
VOL. Ils Q 3 
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without the verge of the anus in diftinét feparate tumors 3 but 
frequently only one tumid ring appears, feeming as it were the 
anus pufhed without the body. “Sometimes thefe tumots ap- 
pear without any previous diforder of the body: but more fre- 
quently, before the blood begins to flow, and fometimes even be- 
fore the tumors are formed, various affections are perceived in 
different parts of the body; as head-ach, vertigo, ftupor, difi- 
culty of breathing, ficknefs, colic pains, pain of the ‘back and 
loins, and frequently a confiderable degree of pyrexia ; while 
along with thefe fymptoms there is a fenfe of fullnefs, heat, 
itchings, and pain, in and about the anus. Sometimes the dif- 
eafe is preceded by a ferous difcharge from the anus; and fome- 
times this ferous difcharge, accompanied with {welling, feems to 
come in place of the difeharge of blood, and to relieve the 
above-mentioned diforders of the fyftem. This ferous difcharge 
hath therefore been named the hemorrhois alba. ia 
In this difeafe the quantity of blood difcharged 1s different 
upon different occafions. Sometimes it flows only when the 
perfon goes to ftool, and commonly follows the difcharge of 
feces! In other cafes it flows without any. difeharge of faeces 5 
‘and then generally in confequence of the diforders above men- 
tioned, when it is alfo commonly in larger quantity. This 1s 
often very confiderable'; and by the repetition, fo great, that we 
could hardly fuppofe the body to bear it but with the hazard of 
life. . Indeed), thea rately, it has been fo great as: to prove 
Suddenly fatal. Thefe confiderable difcharges occur efpecially to 
perfons who have been frequently liable to the difeafe. “Chey 
often induce great debility, and frequently a leucophlegmatia or 
dropfy which- proves fatal. Sometimes the tumors and difcharges 
of blood in this difeafe recur exactly at {tated periods. In the 
decline of life it frequently: happens that the hzemorrhoidal flux, 
formerly frequent, ceafes to flow ; and in that cafe it generally 
happens that the perfons are affe@ed with apoplexy or palfy. 
’ Sometimes hemorrhoidal tumors are affected with inflammation, 
which ends in fuppuration, and gives occafion to the formation 
of fittulous ulcers in: thofe parts. VE Ge: ee 
The hemorrhoidal tumors have often been confidered as va- 
- tices or dilations: of: the veins ;. and in’ fomeccafes vatTicous dila- 
tations have appeared upon diffection. “Thefe, however, do not 
appear in the’ greater numberof..cafes; and Dr. Cullen is of 
- ®pinion® that they: are ufually formed. by am effufion of blood 
nto the cellular: texture of the imteftine, hean: to. its extremity. 
| When fecenly formed, they contain fuid blood ;. but: after, they 
- yernain’ for forne’time, they are’ ufually of a firmer confiftence, 
in confequence ot the. blood being coagulated. erben ta 
4. Caufes, &e.} It: would feem: probable, that the hemors 
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rhoidal tumors are produced by fome interruption of the free. Te 
turn of the blood from the rectum, by which a rupture of the 
extremities of the veins is occafioned. But contidering that the 
hemorthagy occurring here is often preceded by pain, inflam- 
mation, ua a febrile ftate, and with many other fymptoms which 
fhow aconnection of the topical affection with the fate of the 
whole fyftem, it is probable that the interruption of the blood in 
the veins produces a confiderable refiftance to the motion of the 
blood through the arteries, and confequently that the difcharge of 
blood is commonly from the latter. Some have thought, that a 
_ difference of the hzemorrhois, and of its effets upon the {fyftem, 
. might arife from the difference of the hamorrhoidal veffels from 
whence the blood iffued. But Dr. Cullen is of opinion, that 
we can {fcarce ever diftinguifh the veffels from which the blood 
flows, and that the frequent inofculations of both arteries and 
veins belonging to the lower extremity of.the rectum, will render 
the effects of the hemorrhagy much the fame, from whatever 
fource it proceeds. 

With regard tg the hemorrhoids, however, he is of opinion, 
that they are, for the moft part, merely a topical affection. They 
take place before the period of life at which a venous plethora 
happens.. They happen to females, in whom a venous plethora 
determined to the hemorrhoidal veffels cannot be fuppofed to oc- 
cur; and they happen to both fexes, and to perfons of all ages, 
from caufes which do not affe the fyftem, and are manifeftly 
fuited to produce a topical affection only. 

‘TUhefe caufes are, in the firft place, the frequent voiding of hard 
and bulky feces, which, by their long ftagnation in the re€tum, 
and efpecially when voided, muft neceflarily prefs upon the veins 
of that part, and interrupt the courfe of the blood in them. For 
this reafon the difeafe fo frequently happens to thofe who. are 
habitually coftive, From the fame caufes, the difeafe happens 
frequently to thofe who are fubject to a prolapfus ani. In void- 
ing the faeces, it almoft always happens that the internal coat of 
_ the retum is more or lefs protruded ; and; during this protrufion, 
it fometimes happens that the fphinter ani is contracted; im con= 
fequence of this, a {trong conftriGion is made, which, prevent- 
ing the fallen-out gut from being replaced, and at the fame time 
’ preyenting the return of blood from it, occafions a confiderable 
4welling, and the formation of a tumid ring round the anus, 

Upon the fphinéter’s-being a little relaxed, as it is immedi- 
ately after its {trong contraction, the portion of the gut which 
had fallen out is cammonly taken into the body again ; but by 
the frequent ‘repetition of the accident, the fize and fulnefs of the | 
ring formed by the prolapfed inteftine is much increafed, It is 
therefore more flowly and difficultly replaced ; and in this confifts 

the chief uneafinefs of hamorrhoidal perfons, As the internal 


224 eore PILES. 


edge of this ring is neceffarily divided by clefts, the whote oftess 
puts on the appearance of a number of diftin& fwellings ; and it 
alfo frequently happens, that fome portions of it are’ more con 
“fiderably fwelled, become more protuberant, and form thofe fmall 
tumors more {triétly called hemorrhoids or piles. 0 
From confidering that the preffure of the feces, and . other 
caufes interrupting the return of venous blood from the lower exe — 
tremity of the rectum, may operate a good deal higher up than 
that extremity, we may underftand how tumors may be formed 
within the anus; and probably it alfo happens, that fome of the 
tumors formed without the anus may continue when taken within 
the body, and even be increafed by the caufes juft mentioned. — 
‘Thus may the produétion of internal piles be explained, which, - 
onaccount of their fituation and bulk, are not protruded on the 
perfon’s going to ftool, and are therefore more painful. 
The produétion of pilesis particularly illuftrated by this, that 
pregnant women are frequently affeéted with thesdifeafe. “This — 
is to be accounted for, partly from the preflure of the uterus upon 
the reétum, and partly from the coftive habit to which pregnant | 
women are liable. Dr. Cullen has known many inftances of 
piles happening for the firft time dufing the ftate of pregnancy 3 
and there are few women who have had children, that are after- 
wards entirely free from piles. Purgatives alfo, efpecially thofe 
of the more acrid kind, and particularly aloetics, are apt to pro 
duce the piles when frequently ufed; and as they ftimulate paru- 
- cularly the larger inteftines; they may be juftly reckoned among _ 
the exciting caufes of this difeafe. ) cto bey gee? 
3. Prognofis. | Though the hemorrhoids are commonly, as 
we have faid, to be efteemed a topical difeafe, they may, by fre- 
quent-repetition, become habitual and conneéted with the ftate 
of the whole fyftem ; and this will more readily happen in per- 
fons: who have been once affected with the difeafe, if they be 
frequently expofed to a renewal of ‘the caufes which occafioned 
it. It happens alfo to perfons much expofed to. a congeftion in 
the hemorrhoidal veffels,’in confequence of their being often in 
an erect pofition of the body, and in an exercife which pufhes 
the blood into the depending veffels, while at the fame time the 
effects of thefe circumftances are much favoured by the abun-~ 
dance and laxity of the cedular texture about the anus. Itis to 
be particularly obferved, that when an hemorrhoidal affection 
has either been originally, or has become, a difeafe of the fyitem, 
it then acquires a particular connection with the ftomach ; fo 
that certain affections of the ftomach excite the hemorrhoidal 
difeafe, and certain {tates of this difeafe excite the diforders of the 
ftomach. ; of eae 
Ie has been an almoft univerfally-received opinion, thats,the 
hemorrhoidal flux is a falutary evacuation, which prevents many 
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difeafes that would otherwife have happened ; and that it even 
contributes to give long life: and as this’ opinion has been Ttrenu- 


- oufly adopted by-Dr. Stahl, ic has had a very confiderable  in- 


fluence on the praétice of phyfic in Germany. But-Dr. Callea 


’ 


maintains that we can never. expect to reap much benefit from 
this flux, which at firft is purely topical; and, granting that. it 
would become habitual, it is never, he thinks, proper to be en- 
couraged, It is a difagrecable difeafe ; ready to go to excefs, and > 
thereby to prove hurtful, and fometimes even fatal. At beft it is 
liable to accidents, and thus to unhappy confequences. He is 
therefore of opinion, that even the firft approaches of the difeafe 
are to be guarded again{t; and that, though it fhould have pro« 
ceeded for fome time, it- ought always.to be moderated, and the 


_neceflity. of it fuperceded. 


_.4. Cure.| ‘he general intentions of cure in cafes of hzemor- - 
rhois are much varied, according to the circamftances of the af- 
fection at-the time. . When hoemorrhois exifts in the fate of tu- 
mor, the principal objets are, to counteract inflammation, and to 
promote a difcharge of blood from the part. When it is in the 
{tate of evacuation, the chief intentions of cure are, to diminifh 
the impetus of blood at the part affected, and to inereafe the re- 
fiftance to the paffige of blood through the ruptured veffels. And | 
finally, when the difeafe exifts in the ftate of fuppuration, the_ 


_. aims of the practitioner muft chiefly be, to obviate the particular 


affeQtions which are induced in confequence of the fuppreflion ; 
to reftore the difcharge, as a means of mitigating thefe and pre- 
venting others; or, when the difcharge cannot with propriety or 
advantage be reftored, to compenfate the want of it by vicarious - 
evacuations. a a 

With thefe various intentions in different cafes, a. variety of 
different remedies may be employed with advantage. ae 

When any evident caufe for this difeafe is perceived, we ought 
immediately to attempt a removal of that caufe. One of the moft 
frequent remote caufes is an habitual coftivenefs ; which muft be 
obyiated by a proper diet, fuch as the perfon’s own experience will 
beft direct; or if the management of diet be not effeCtual, the 
belly muft be kept open by medicines, which may prove gently 
laxative, without irritating the rectum. Dr. Saunders direéts the 
following: . 
(No. 197.) B Florefulphur. 3}. ; 

| Kali vitriolat. in puly. trit. 3ij. 
Elects Senne 3}. 
Syr. Simp..q. f. ut fiat Eletuarium molle, de quo, 
fingulis noétibus, minutum cochleare fumat. 
With the fame view Dr. Hugh Smith recommended 
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Lac. fulphur. 
Nitri.aa 3j. | 3 
Syr. ¢ cort. aurant. q. f. ut fiat EleCtuarium. Sut. 
tie  q. n. m, mane et velp. | . 
In moft cafes it will be of advantagé to’ acquire a habit with’ 
regard to the time of difcharge, and to obdferve it exactly. An- 
other caufe of the hemorrhois to be efpecially attended to is the 
prolapfus ani, which is apt to happen on 4 perfon’s having a ftool. 
Tf this fhall occur to any confiderable degree, and be not at the 
fame time eafily and immediately replaced, it moft certainly pro- 
duces piles, or increafes them when otherwife produced. Perfons 
therefore who are liable to this prolapfus, fhould, after having 
been at ftool, take great pains to have the inteftine immediately 
replaced, by lying down in en horizontal pofture, and prefling 
gently upon the anus, till the reduétion fhall be completely ob- 
tained. When this prolapfus ts occafioned only by the voiding 
of hard and bulky feces, 1s to be removed by obviating the cof- 
-tivenefs which cecafions it. But in fome perfons it is owing to 
a laxity of the reétum ; and in thofe it is often moft confiderable 
on occafion of a loofe ftool. In thefe cafes, it is to be treated by 
aftringents, and proper comprefles are to be employed to keep the 
gut in its place. “The Fomentum Galle of Guy’s hofpital is a very 
fuitable topic under fuch cireumftances : . 
(No. 19g.) Gall: contufe unc. fs. 
Aquz: ferventis lib. ij. pedis 
Thefe are to be macerated for an hour or two, _and the ftrained 
_ liquor employed as a fomentation. 
The unguentum galla camphoratum of the Pharmacopeeia Chi- 
rurgica may be ftill more effectual: . 
" (No. 200.) BR, Gallarum pulveris fubtiliffimi-drach yj. 
Camphore gran. jj. 
Adipis fuille preeparate une. js 
Mifce fiat unguentum. 
Dr, Hugh Smith employed the following: 
' (No. 201.) R Ag. calcis fimp. 3vj. 
Tine. opi. 28 Agile 
Mifce pro fotu tepide, partib. affect. ufurpand. 
Vel (No. 202.) R Aq. fontan. Ziv. . : 
Y Zinc, Vitriol, 31]. inet 
: Mifce fiat Lotio. 
_ Very fimilar to the laft of thefe is the topic directed by Dr.Saune - 
ders: ¢ eran 
(No. 203.) Bo Zinci vitriolati gr. x. 
Aque rofe Zv.  _- A 
Solve ut fiat Injectio, Utatur tepida. | 


~ 
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Or the Decofium Quercus of St. Bartholomew’s may be ufed: 
(No, 204.) K Quercus.contufi Z1j. 
| Aquee dittillatee lib. 4). 
Decoque ad libras duas et cola, pro Lotione. 

When the difeafe has frequently recurred from negle&t, and is 
thus in fome meafure eftablifhed, the methods above mentioned 
are no lefs proper; but in this cafe fome other meafures mut alfo 
be ufed. It is efpecially proper to guard againft a plethoric ftate 
of the body ; and therefore to avoid a fedentary life, full dict, and 
intemperance in the ufe of ftrong liquor, which m all cafes of 
hzemorrhagy is of the moft pernicious confequence. The follow-~ 
ing cooling mixture is directed by Dr. Saunders: 

(No. 205.) KR Nitri purificati 3). 
Lac. amygdal. 3viij. 
Solve conterendo, ut fiat Miftura. 
Sumantur cochlearia tria, fingulis quadrihoriis. . 

Exercife of all kinds is of great fervice in obviating and re- 
moving a plethoric ftate of the body; but upon oceafion of the 
hemorrhoidal flux, when this is immediately to come on, both 
walking and riding, as increafing the determination of the: blood 
into the hemorrhoidal veffels, are to be avoided. At other times, 
when no fuch determination is already formed, thefe modes of 
exercife may be very properly employed. 

Another method of removing plethora is by cold bathing; but 
this muft be employed with caution, When the hemorrhoidal 
flux is approaching, it may be dangerous to divert ic; but during 
the intervals of the difeafe, cold bathing may be employed with 
fafety and advantage ; and in thofe who are liable to a prolapfus 
ani, the frequent wathing of the anus with cold-water may be 
ufeful. | 

Betides general antiphlogiftic regimen, in fome cafes where the 
inflammation runs high, recourfe may be had with great advan= 
tage both to general blood-letting, and to leeches applied at the 
anus. Relief is alfo often obtained from the external application 
of emollients, either alone or combined with different articles of 
the fedative kind, as acetated cerufe or opium, by which it is well 
known, that pain in general, particularly when depending on 
increafed fenfibility, or augmented action ofthe veffels, is pow-! 
erfully allayed. The Unguentum hemorrhoidale of St. Thomas’s 
may anfwer this end: though the addition of a very {mall portion 
‘of camphor would be an improvement. . 
(No. 206.) RK Ung. ceruffe Zfs. 

Opii in pulv. trit, 3fs. Mifce. 

When the flux has aétually come on, we are to moderate it as 
- much as poffible, by caufing the patient to lie in an horizontal 
pofture on a hard bed; by avoiding exercife in an ereét pofture; 
ufing a cool diet, and avoiding external heat. But with refpeét 
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to the further cure of this difeafe, we muft obferve, that there aré 
only two cafes in which it is common for hemorrhoidal perfons 
to call for medical affiftance. The one is, when the affection is 
accompanied with much pain; and the other, when the piles are 
accompanied with exceffive bleeding. In the firft cafe, we muft 
confider whether the piles be external or internal. The pain of 
_ ‘the external piles happens efpecially when a confiderable protru- 
fion of the reétum has taken place ; and while it remains unre- 
duced, it is ftrangled by the conftriction of the fphinéter ; and at 
the fame time no bleeding happens to take off the {welling of the 
protruded portion of the inteftine ; andfometimes an inflammation 
fupervenes, which generally aggravates the pain. In this cafe the 
emollient fomentations and poultices (No. 116.) or (No.117.) are 
fometimes of fervice, but the application of leeches is always to 
be preferred. ) : | 
Where the piles become an habitual difeafe, and the rectum: 
is affected: pretty generally, fo as to threaten the patient with a 
fiftula, Dr. Wara’s celebrated Pafle, of which the following for- 
mula is given by Dr. Hugh Smith, proves an admirable me- 
dicine : | a 
(No. 207.) B, Rad..enul. campan. iby. 
; ~. Sem. feeniculi, Tbiy. — ‘Gober: 
Piper. nig. ibj. Separatim in pulv. trita bene mif- 
ceantur. Dein adde, f 
Sacchari et mellis defpumat. aa Ibij. ut fiat omnium pafta 
~ * fumend. quant. nuc. mofch. bis terve de die. eo ae 
‘In cafe of exceflive bleeding, we are on all occafions to endea- 
yur to moderate the flux, even where the difeafe has occurred as 
a critical difcharge; for if the primary difeafe fhall be entirely 
and radically cured, the preventing any return of the heemorrhois 
‘feems perfectly {afe and proper. It is only when the difeafe arifes 
from a plethoric habit, and from a ftagnation of blood in the hy= 
pochondriac region, or when, though originally tepical, it has 
by frequent repetition become habitual, and has thereby acquired | 
a connection with the fyftem, that any doubt can arife about 
curing it entirely. In any of thefe cafes, however, Dr. Cullen.is: 
of opinion that it will be proper to moderate the bleeding, leit, by 
its continuance or repetition, the plethoric {tate of the body, and: 
the particular determination of the blood into the hemorrhoidal 
veffels, be increafed, and the return of the difeafe be too. much, 
favoured. Dr. Stahl is of opinion, that the hemorrhoidal flux 1S, 
never to be accounted exceflive excepting when it occafions great 
debiliv or leucophlegmatia: but Dr. Cullen thinks, that the 
fmallelt approach towards producing either of thefe etfects fhould 
be confidered as an excefs which ought to be- prevented from go-. 
tog fasthers and even in cafes of congeftion and plethora, if the 
pletheric habit and- tendency can be obviated and removed, the 
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dwemortheidal fux may then’ with fafety be entirely fuppreffed 
in all cafes therefore of exveflive biceding, or any approach to it 
aftringents both internal and external may be fafely-and properly 
applied; not indeed toinduce an.immediate and total fuppreffion, 
but to moderate the hemorrhagy, and by degrees to fupprefs it al- 
together; while.at the fame time meafures are to be taken for the 
removing the neceffity of its recurrence. | 

Mr. Cuftance, of Kidderminiter, who wri 
Phyfical Journal, refifis the opinion of Dr. Cuilen, and others 
who have confidered the Piles as depending on von/fitutional ple- 
thora; and thinks they zre a decal affeCtion of the rectum only.— 
“« Dr. Hugh Smith (fays:he) has defined the Piles to be. ‘ a dilcafe 
which derives its origin from ‘an effufion of blood into the cellular 


“membrane of, and furrounding the reCtum;’ andl has adviled * ano- 


dyne and repellent iindments and fomentations, keeping open the 
body by gentle, cooling purgatives.’ Thefe often prove pallatives 
where there are any external excreicences, but will generally be 
found ineffectual for the ivward Piles. Confidering the fulnels 
aad pain which are felc_in this ftate of the diforder, to depend on a 
relaxed flate of the coats of the rectum, occafioning a flower cii- 
culation of the blood, in that part, than in the healthy fate, T have 
long been in the habit ofadminiftering aasdyne and affringent inpec- 


tions, which I have found very fuccefsful in completely removing 


the Piles, efpecially in young perfons. ‘The injeGtion I always 


ufe is the following; the proportion of each ingredient being va- 
wied according te circumftances: ne 


{No..208.) R. Tind. ferri muriati gi}. 
A. _. Tainét. opis Zi ad zy. 
mee IJECOCL. NOCded 2105 oo. ing 
M, ft. Enema bis de die injiciends ~~ 


“ Proper attention being paid to diet will commonly prevent cof- 
tivenefs; and bark, with other ftimulants, will be found more be- 
neficia] than purging medicines; as, by ftrengthening the tone of 
the vilcera, their natural fundtions are gradually reftored.’’ Thefe 
injections the author does not propofe as remedies for exterual ex- 
crefcences, - The latter, he obferves, may be removed by ligature, 
SOC bales, WIROUEL AY HAR OCT re ic aa ulate ees tevtain 

InjeGtions confifting of the camphorated mixture and tincture 
of opium are frequently of ufe; but a very fimple remedy in cafes 
where conftitutional debility attends, as in perfons fomewhat ad- 
yanced in life, is the fwallowing, twice a-day, a-pill, confilling of 


four or five grains of common pitch. . 


_ The piles are a difeafe in which generally the. SURGEON is frit 
applied to; we have therefore noticed the fubject in our fourth 
volume, where the reader will find fome excellent, practical re~ 


marks by Mr. WARE, 


tes inthe Medical and | 


Pf 


o) 


( 230°) 


al 


Genus XXXIX. MENORRHAGIA. 
Lnmoderatée Flux ofthe Mrnses. 


Menorrhagia, Sauv.'244. Lin. 202. Vog. 96. 
Menorrhagia, Sag. gen. 170. 
Uteri hemrorrhagia, Hoff. II. 224. 
Hemorrhagia uterina; Funck. 14. Fg fs. 
Leucorrhoea, Sauv. gen. 267. Lin. 201. Vog. 119. Sag. 
1 feds SV Ae i pba ade eta . : Bipot 
Cachexia uterina, five fluor albus, Hoffm. 111. 348. 
Fluor albus, Funck. 133. 
Abortus, Sauv. gen. 245. Lin. 204. Sag. gen. 180. Zfunck, 92- 
. Abortio, Yog. 97- | . eR 
Fluor uterini fanguinis, Boerh. 1303. » : 
Convulfio uteri, five abortus, Hoffm. III. 176. 


Sp. I. The Jimmoderate Flow of the MznsEs, properly fo 
called. ' . 


Menorrhagia rubra, Cul. 
Menorrhagia immodica, Sauv. {p. 3. 
Menorrhagia ftillatitia, Sauv. fp. 2. 


1. Defcription.] The quantity of the menftrual flux is different 
' in different women, and likewife in the fame women at different 
times. An.unufual quantity therefore is not always to be confi- 
dered as morbid: but when a large flow of the menfes has been 
preceded by head-ach, giddinefs, ar dyfpneea; has been ufhered in 
by a cold ftage, and as attended with much pain of the back and 
loins, with a frequent pulfe, heat and thirfl; it may then be con- 
fidered as preternaturally morbid. On the other hand, when the’ 
face becomes pale, the pulfe weak, an unufual debility is felt in 
exercife, and the breathing hurried by litle labour; when the back 
becomes pained from any continuance in an erect poflure, when 


_ the extremities become frequently cold, and when at night the feet 


appear affected with oedematous f{welling; from all thefe fymptoms 
we may conclude, that the flow of the menfes has been immo- 
derate, and has already induced a dangerous ftate of debility.. The. 
debility, induced in this cafe, often appears alfo by the affections 
of the {tomach, an anorexia, and other fymptoms ot dyfpepfia ; by 
a palpitation of the heart, and frequent faintings; by a weaknefs 
of mind, liable to {trong emotions from flight caufes, efpecially 
thofe prefented by furprife. A large flow of the menfes attended 
with barrennefs in married women, may generally be confidered 
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aS pfeternatural and morbid. Generally, alfo, that-flow of the 
_menfes may be confidered as immoderate, which is preceded and 
followed by a leucorrhcea, 

2. Cau/es, &c.) The proximate caufe of the menorrhagia is 
either the effort of the uterine veffels preternaturally increafed, or 
a preternatural laxity of the extremities of the uterine arteries.—. 
The remote caufes may be, 1. Thofe which increafe the plethoric 
ftate of the uterine veffels; as a full and nourithing diet, much 
{trong liquor, and frequent intoxications, | 2. Thofe which deter 
mine the blood more copioufly and forcibly into the uterine veffels; 
as violent {trainings of the whole body; violent fhocks from falls; 
ftrokes or contufions on the lower belly; violent exercife, particu~ 
larly dancing ; and violent paffions of the mind, 3. Thofe which 
particulary irritate the veffels of the uterus: ‘as excefs in venery ; 
the exercife of yenery in the time of menftruation; a coftive ha- 
bit, giving occafion to violent {training at ftool; and cold applied 
to the feet. 4. @ Phofe which having forcibly overftrained the 
extremities of the uterine veffels; as frequent abortions, frequent 
child-bearing without nurfing, and difficult or tedious labours. Or, 
laftly, thofe which induce a general laxity; as living much in 
warm chambers, and drinking much of warm eneryating liquors, 
fuch as tea, coffee, &c. 

3. Cure.| The treatment and cure of the menorrhagia, muft. be 
different according to the different caufes of thedifeafe. The means 
employed, however, are chiefly ufed with one or two intentions; 
either with the view of reftraining the difcharge whem prefent, or 
of preventing the return of an exceffive difcharge at the fucceed- 
ing period. The firft is chiefly to be accomplifhed by employing 
fuch remedies as diminith the force occafioning the difcharge ot 
blood, or as augment the refiftance to its paflage through the vel- 
fels by which it is to be difcharged. The laft is in fome degree to 
be obtained by avoiding caufes which either increafe the generah 
impetus of the blood; or the impetus at the uterus in particular; 
but principally by giving additional vigour to the uterine vellels, 

In all cafes, the firft attention ought to be given to avoiding the. 
remote caufes, whenever that can be done; and by fuch attention 
the difeafe may be often entirely cured. When the remote 
caufes cannot be ayoided, or when the avoiding them has been 
neglected, and a copious. menftruation has come on, it fhould be 
moderated as much as poffible, by abflaining from all exercife at 
the coming on or during the continuance of the menftruation; by 
avoiding even an erect pofture as much as poffible; by fhunning 
external heat, and of courfe warm chambers and foft beds; by 
ufinga light and cool diet ; by taking cold drink, at leaft as far as 
former habits will allow; by avoiding venery ; by obviating cof- 
tivenefs, or removing it by laxatives which give litle ftimulus,— 
The fex are commonly negligent, either in avoiding the remote 


t 
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. ready induced a confiderable degree of debility in the body. - 
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caufes, or in moderating the firft beginnings of this difeafes ’ Te is: 
by fuch neglect that it fo frequently becomes violent and of difficult 
cure; and the frequent repetition of a copious menftruation may 
be confidered as a caufe of great laxity in the extreme veflels’ of 
the uterus. at i te eS 

~ When the coming on of the menftruation has been preceded by 
fome diforder in other parts of the body, and is accompanied with 
pains in the back, fomewhat like parturient pains; with febrile 
fymptoms, and when at the fame time the fow feems to be copious; 
a bleeding at the arm may be proper, but is not often neceffary 5 
and it will in moft cafes be fuficient to employ, with great atten~’ 
tion and diligence, thofe means already mentioned for moderating: 
the difcharge. ail 4 Ath | 5s t, 

When the immoderate flow of the menfes fhall feem to be 

owing to a laxity of the veffels of the uterus, as may be concluded 
from the genetal debility and laxity of the perfon’s habit; from the 
temote caufes that have occafioned the difeafe ; from the abfence 
of the fymptoms which denote increafed action in the veflels. of 
the uterus; from the frequent recurrence of the difeafe ; and par- 
ticularly from this, that the female in the intervals of menftruation 
is liable to a leucorrhcea: in fuch a cafe, the difeafe is to be treated 


~ not only by employing all the means above mentioned for moderating 


the hamorrhagy, but alfo by avoiding all irritation, every irrita- 
tion having a greater effect in. proportion as the veffels are more 
Jax and yielding. If, in fuch a cafe of laxity, it fhall appear that 
fome degree of irritation concurs, opiates may be employed to 
moderate the difcharge; but in ufing thefe much caution is re- 
quifite. If, notwithitanding thefe meafures having been taken, the 
difcharge fhall prove very large, aftringents both external and in- 
ternal may be employed. In fuch cafes, Dr. Cullen afks, may 
not fmall dofes of emetics bevof fervice? bt eh 
When the menorrhagia depends upon the laxity of the uterine 
veffels, it will be proper, in the intervals of menftruation, to em= 
ploy tonic remedies ; as cold bathing and chalybeates. ‘Ihe exer~. 
cife of geftation alfo may be very ufeful, both for flrengthening 
the whole fyftem, and for taking off the determination of the blood 
to the internal parts, ! | : rama 
Thefe remedies may be employed in all cafes of menorrhagia, - 
from whatever caufes it may have proceeded, if it fhall have al< 


9 wa 
Sp. Il. AporTion, 
~Menorthagia abortus, Cul. 


Menorrhagia gravidarum, Sauv. fp. 6, voy 
Abortus efluxio Sauv. fp. 1. 3 | eke tra 
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2. Abortus fubtrimeftris. 
b. Abortus fubfemeftris. 
c. Abortus o¢timeitris. 
Abortus ab uteri laxitate, Sauv, fp. 2. 


1. Defcription.| Abortion, or mifcarriage, may be defined, the 
premature expulfion of. the embryo or foetus, Some, however, 
make the following diftinction; when a woman mifcarries ia 
early geftation, this they confider as an abortion; but if in the 
latter months, they term it a premature birth. ‘T he fymptoms that 
threaten abortion are: flooding,—pain inthe back and belly 
bearing: down pains with regular intermiflions,—the evacuation 
of the ‘waters,—the death of the child. 

This latter difcovers itfelf by the following fymptoms; though 
in general thefe are fo doubtful and fallacious, that none of thena 
afford.an infallible fign 

1. The fubfiding of the abdominaltumor. 2. Ceffation nf mo- 
tion in the foetus, 3. ‘The fenfation of a heavy weight falling 
from fide to fide, as ve woman turns herfelf in bed. 4. Sicknefs, 
faintings, rigors, cold {weats. - 5. The breafts turning flaccid. 6. 
Coldnels of the abdomen, and putrid difcharge from the vagina. 

Abortions are feldom dangerous for the frit five months; but a 
frequent habit of mifcarriage debilitates the fyftem, fhatters the con- 
ftitution, and lays the foundation of chronic difeafes of-the mott 
obf{tinate and dangerous nature. 

2. Prognofis, &c.] In the advanced months, the prognofis will 
be more or lefs favourable according to the patient’s ftate of héalth, 
the occafional caufe, and {ymptoms with which it is a ea 
The proximate caufe of abortion is the fame with that of true la- 
_bour, viz, a contracting effort of the uterus and abdominal muicles, 
affifted by the other expuliive powers. “The remote caufes cannot 
be explained with precifion; as many circumitances, with regard 
to the nature of impregnation, and connection of the foetus with 
the placenta and uterus, are fubjects {till involved in darknefs, They 
May, in general, however, be reduced, * 

1. To whatever interrupts the regular circulation between the 
uterus and placenta. | 

I]. To every canfe that excites the fpafinodic contraction of the 
uterus, or otter affifting powers. | 

If. To whateyer occafions the extintion of life in the fas, 

Among the firftare: 1, Difeafes of the uterus. 2. Imperviouf- 
nefs or Sedraca conftriction of the extremities of the uterine 
“bicod-veffels. 3. Partial or total feparation of the placenta or 
chorion from the uterus. 4. Determination to other parts. 

To the fecond general head belong all caufes, that produce a 
{trong contraction of the elaftic fibres of the uterus, or of the parts 
‘that can prefs upon it, or that o¢gcafion a rupture of the mem- 
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branes: fuch as, 1. Violent agitation of mind or body. 2. A dif- 
eafe of the membranes. 3. Too large a quantity of liquor amnii. 
4- The crofs pofition of the foetus. 5. Its motion and kicking, 

The laft head includes the numerous caufes of the death of the. 
child, which, befides thofe referred to in the preceding claffes, may 
be oceafioned by, 1. Difeafes peculiar to itfelf. ‘2. Difeafes com- 
municated by the parents. 3. External accidents happening to the 
mother: or, 4. Accidents incident to the foetus in utero, 5. Dif- 
eafes of the placenta or funis. 6. Knots or circumvolution of the 
chords» 7. “Too weak an adhefion of the placenta or chorion to the 
uterus. 8. Every force that tends to weaken or deftroy this attach- 
meént. Thefe points will be confidered under MIDWIFERY. 

3. Treatment.] The treatment in thefe cafes muft be varied ac- 
cording to the particular circumftances: nor is it poilible to point 
out precife indications, or propofe any regular plan to be purfued 
for this purpofe. Abortion is often preceded by no apparent fymp- 
tom, till the rupture of the membrane, and evacuation of the wa- 
ters, announce the approaching expulfion of the feetus. Either to 
emove threatening fymptoms, or to prevent mifcarriage when 
there is reafon to apprehend it, often baffles our utmoft fkill; be- 
caufe it generally happens, that there 1s a ceffation of growth in the 
ovum; or, in other words,an extinétion of life in the foetus, fome 
‘time previous to an appearance of abortion. For inftanee, in 
early geftation, a woman commonly mifcarries about the eleventh . 
or twelfth week; but the age of the feetus at this time is generally 
no more than eight weeks. At other times, when by accident the 
foetus perifhes, perhaps about the fifth or fixth month, it will ftill 
be retained in utero, and the expulfion will not happen till near the 
completion of full time. mr 

As women who have once aborted are fo liable to a recurrence 
from a like caufe, at the fame particular period, fuch an aceident 
in future pregnancies fhould therefore be guarded againft-with the 
utmoft caution. On the firft appearance of threatening fymp- 
toms, the patient fhould be confined to an horizontal pofture; her 
diet fhould be light and cooling; her mind fhould be kept as tran- 
guil as poffible ; a little blood from the arm may be taken occafion~ 
ally; and opiates adminiftered according to circumftances: but 
excepting fo far as depends on thefe, and fuch-like precautions, for 
the moft part, in the way of medicine, very little can be done. 
Manual affiftance is feldom or never neceffary during the firft 
‘five months of pregnancy: the exclufion of the fcetus and platenta 

“fhould very generally be trufted to nature. 

The medical treatment of abortion muft therefore be confidered — 
with a view only to the prophylactic cure: and this again will 
chiefly confift in a proper regimen during pregnancy. ea 

A woman, when pregnant, {hould live a regular temperate life ; 
moderation in eating and ‘drinking fhould now be very carefully 
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ébferved, and, évery thing that has any tendency to difagree with 
the ftomach fhould be* avoided; otherwife the manner of life 
fhould be much as ufual. If complaints do occur, thefe fhould be 
treated as at other times; only guarding againft fuch things, as, by 
violent operation, may endanger mifcarriage. Hf the woman has 
formerly been fubject to this accident, the caufe fhould be cares 
fully confidered, and fuitable remedies applied; if plethoric, for 
inftance, fhe fhould be blooded, live fparingly, and kept quiet, till 
fhe gets beyond the dangerous period. If fhe be weak, delicate, 
and nervous, bark, light aromatic bitters (No. 49. and 50.), mine- 
ral waters, and the cold bath (if able to bear it), will prove the beft 
prophylactic remedies. The cold bath has, in many cafes, cured 
the moft obftinate fluor albus, and fometimes even iterility itfelf; 
and, in relaxed habits difpofed to miftarriage, when every other 
means has failed, the cold bath has done coniiderable fervice. The 
practice may fafely be continued for fome months after conception, 
when it has been early begun, or when the patient has been accuf- 
tomed to it. Such a fhock will, however, act very differently on 
different fyftems: hence it is an expedient by no means to be indif- 
criminately ufed in the pregnant flate. (See the treatment’ of - 
Fluor Albus, p. 238.) : 

Abortions that happen in early geftation, and that come on fud. 
denly without any prefaging fign, if ever they are to be prevented, 
it can only be done by avoiding all occafional caufes, by. counters 
acting morbife difpoiitions, and by confinement to a horigon~ _ 
tal pofture, for fome time before, and till the critical period be. 
over. ; 

When a venereal taint in the parents is fufpected to be the caufe 
either of abortion or the death of the foetus, the like accident caa 
only be prevented by putting both parties on a mercurial courfe, 

Pregnant women require a free pure air; their amufement fhould 
often be varied ; their company dhould be agreeable and cheerful; 
their exercife fhould be moderate, and fuited: to their inclination, 
conftitution, and the feafon; they fhould avoid crowds, confine. 
ment, travelling over rough roads in a-carriage, or being expofed 
to fea-voyages. Riding a horfeback fhould alfo be pra€tifed with 
great caution, that difagreéable objects may be fhunned, and fhocks 
of every kind prevented. For this reafon, when riding: is judged 
proper, the woman fhould be a courageous rider; fhe fhould nevér 
ride without fomebody being in company ; the horfe fhould be tame 
and well trained; the road ihould be: fmooth as well as private ; 
and the exercife fhould: be gentle and eafy, and never carried the 
length of fatigue: Women fhould, with the utmoft care, guard 
againit confining the breafts or belly; early recourfé thowd' be 
had to jumps, and they fhould keep themfelves as loofé aad eafy _ 
as poflble through the whole term of utero-geftation. An open 
belly is neceflary and important in the pregnant flate; and this 
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smay be procured by the occafional ufe of (No. 44.) or (No. 119-} 
Fokeep the ftomach in good condition, prevents colics and other 
complamts that may terminate in mifcarsiage. When the abdo- 
men is pendulous towards the latter months, a gentle fupport by 
proper bandage will prove ufeful; and the woman, when fatigued, 
fhould occafionally, through the day, indulge in tefton a bedor 
couch. See more on thefe fubjeCts under MipWIkERY. 


Sp. IT.  Lmmoderate Flu of the Locuia. 
Menorhagia lochialis, Saww. {p. 8. Cah > 


Parturition and placenta are followed by av efflux of moreor 
- Fef& blood, difcharged from the uterus, which, by the immediate 
evacuation of the large veflels, is allowed to contract itfelf the more 
freely, without the danger of an inflammation, which would pre- 
bably happen in the contradtion, if the great veflels were not 
“emptied at the fame time: but asthe Huids in the fmaller veffels. 
ednnot be fo foon evacuated, or returned into the vena cava, it is. 
‘meceflary, that, after the great difcharge is. abated, a flow and gra- 
dual evacuation fhould continue, until the womb: fhall becon- 
acted to near the fame fize which it had before’ pregnancy; ‘and 
-¢o this it attains about the eighteenth or twentieth day after deli~ 
wery, though:the period is different in different women.” 9 9 
When the large veflels are emptied immediately after delivery, 
the difcharge frequently eceafes for feveral hours, until the fluids in 
the fimaller veffels are propelled into the larger, and then begins to 
How again, of a paler colour. nb (TORI 
_. Fhe red colour of the lochia commonly continues till the fifth 
day, though it is always turning more and more ferous from the 
beginning: but, about the fifth day, it flows a clear, or fometimes 
(though teldom} of a greenifh tint; for, the mouthsvof-the veflels 
growing gradually: narrower by the contraction of the uterus, at 
Jatt allaw the ferous part only to pafs: as for the greenifh hue, it is 
fuppofed to proceed froma diffolution of the cellular or cribriform 
_miembrane or mucus, that furrounded the furface of the placenta. 
er chorion; part of which; being left in the uterus, becomes livid, 
decays, and, diffolving, mixes with: and tinctures. the difcharge as 
it pafles along. | josmiivog.cd Deodbariiees Paste: 
- « hough the lochia, as we have already obferved, commonly con~ 
ttnue till the eighteenth or twentieth day, they are every day dimi- 
arithing in, quantity;:and: fooneft ceafe in thofe:;women who fuckle-. 
their, children, or have had-an extraordinary difchargecat firft ; but 
the’ colour, quantity, and duration, differ‘4n ditferent women: in 
 fome patients, the red colour difappears on the firft or fecond day ; 
~ -and.in others, though:rarely, it continues more or lefs to theend of 
the nronth; the evacuation in tome iscvery {mall, in others, excef- 
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five: in one woman it ceafes very foon, in another flows during © 
the whole month: yet all of thefe patients fhall do well. This 
is the natural ftate of things with regard to the lochial flux, but it is 
liable to morbid changes, and fometimes to an excefs, of which we 
now proceed to {peak more particularly. exes 
The difcharge of the lochia being fo different in women of dif- 
ferent conflitutions, and befides in fome manner depending upon the 
method of management, and the way of life peculiar to the patient, 
we are not to judge of her fituation from the colour, quantity, or 
duration of them, but from the other fymptoms that attend the 
difcharge; and if the woman feems hearty, and in a fair. way of 
recovery, nothing ought to be done with a view to augment or di- 
minifh the evacuation. If the difcharge be greater than fhe can 
bear, it will be attended with all the {ymptoms of inanition; but 
as the lochia feldom flow fo violently as to deftroy the patient of a 
fudden, fhe may be fupported by proper nourifhing diet, affifted by 
cordial and reftorative medicines. Let her, for example, ufe broths, 
jellies, and affes’ milk; if the pulfe is languid and funk, fhe may 
take repeated dofes of the confec?. aromat. with mixtures compofed 
of the cordial waters and volatile fpirits: fubaftringents and opiates 
frequently adminilftered, with the cort. cinchone in different forms, 
and auftere wines, are of great fervice. On the other hand, when 
the difcharge is too {mall, or hath ceafed altogether, the {ymptoms 
are more dangerous, and requite the contrary method of cure; as 
will be noticed elfewhere. i 


Sp. IV.  Immoderate Flow of the Menses froin fome Local 
~ Diforder. eee 
~Menorrhagia vitiorum, Cul. | 
Menorthagia ex hyfteroptofi, Sauv. fp: § 
_ Menorrhagia ulcerofa, Sauv. fp. 9g. 


Sp. V; The Leucorrhea, Fluor Albus, or Whites, 


Menorrhagia alba, Cul.. — 
Leucorrhea, Sauv. G. 276. 
Menorrhagia decolor, Sauv. fp. 4. 
Leucorrhoea Americana, Sauv. fp. 5, | Te 
Lueucorrheea Indica, Sauv. fp. 6. 

Leucorrheea Nabothi, Sau. fp. 9. 

Leucorrheea gravidarum, Saav. fp. 8, 


1. Defcription.| The fluor albus, female weaknefs, or whites, 
as it is commonly called, is a difeafe of the womb and its contiguous 
parts; from which a pale-coloured greenifh or yellow finid is 
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' difcharged, attended with lofs of ftrength, pain in the loins, bad 
digeftion, and a wan, fickly afpect. 
2. Caufes.] The quantity, colour, and confiftence of the difs 
charge, chiefly depend upon the time of its duration, the patient’s 
habit of body, and the nature of the caufe by which it was pro- 
duced. ‘Taking cold, ftrong liquor, immoderate heat and moif- 
ture, or violerit exercife, are all obferved to produce a bad effect, 
as to its quantity and quality. wi ae 

Weakly women of lax folids, who have had many children, 
‘and Jong laboured under ill health, are of all the moft fubject to 
this difagreeable difeafe; from which they unfortunately fuffer 
more fevere penance than others, as the niceft fenfations are often 
connected with fuch a delicacy of bodily frame as fubje€ts them 
to it. , 

In Holland it is very frequent, and ina manner peculiar to the 
place, from the dampnefs of its fituation; the furrounding’ air 
being fo overcharged with moifture as to relax the body, ftop per- — 
fpiration, and throw it upon the bowels or womb: producing in 
the firft a diarrhoea or flux, in the laft the fluor albus, or female 
weaknefs. hiok 
- The difcharge often proceeds from the veffels fubfervient to 
menftruation; becaufe, in delicate habits, where thofe veffels are 
weak, and confequently remain too long uncontraéted, the fuor 
albus {ometimes immediately follows the menfes, and goes off by — 
degrees as they gradually clofe. It alfo comes from mucous glands 
of the womb, as is particularly evident in very young females of 
eight or ten years old; in whom, though very rarely, it has been 
obferved, and where it muft then neceffarily have efcaped from 
thofe parts, as the uterine veffels are not fufficiently enlarged for 
its paflage at fo early a period. 

Sometimes, as in women with child, it proceeds from the paffage 
to the womb, and not from the womb itfelf; which, during preg~ 
nancy, 1s clofely fealed up, fo that nothing-can pafs from thence 
till the* time of labour. The application of thofe inftruments 
called peffaries, from the pain and irritation they occafion, are alfo 
apt to bring on this difcharge. Hence we may conclude, that this — 
difeafe may happen although the blood be ina pure ftate. Here | 
the fault feems to belong to the veffels at the part, by which the 
fluids are changed from their natural qualities. 

The fuor albus has been fuppofed to fupply the want of the 
menfes: becaufe where the firft prevails, the laft is generally either 
irregular or totally wanting: but it might more properly be faid, that 
the prefence of the for albus, which is a preternatural evacuation, 
occafions the abfence of that which is natural; as is evident from 
the return of the menfes after the fuor albus hasbeen cured. In- 
deed, when this difcharge appears about the age of thirteen or four= 
teen, and returns once a month, with fymptoms like thofe of the 
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menfes, then it may be deemed ftri€tly natural, and therefere ought 
not to be ftopped. . 

3. Prognofis.| The fluor albus may be diftinguifhed into two 
kinds. ‘The firft arifes from a fimple weaknefs, or the relaxation 
of the folids; which may either be general where the whole bo- 
dily fyftem is enervated and unftrung; or partial, where the womb 
only is thus affected, in confequence of hard labour, frequent mil’ 
carriages, a fuppreffion or immodeyate quantity of the menfes, 
or'a fprain of the back or loins. 

In the firft cafe, the difcharge being generally mild, may be 
fafely taken away. In the fecond, it may proceed from a vitiated 
or impure blood, where the body, from -thence, is loaded with 
grofs humours, which nature, for her own fecurity and relief, thus 
endeavours to carry off. In fuch cafes, the difcharge is of a reddifh. 
colour, like that from old! ulcerous fores; being fometimes fo 
fharp as to excoriate the contiguous parts, and occafion a {marting: _ 
and heat of urine. | 

A deep-feated, darting pain, with a forcing down, attending 
fuch a difcharge, is a very dangerous and alarming fign, and indi~ 
eates an ulceration or cancerous ftate of the,womb. ‘This malig~ 
nant flate of the difeafe, if of long continuance, is extremely diffi- 
cult of cure; and difpofes the patient to barrennefs, a bearing down, 
dropfy, or confumption. e : 

4. Cure, &c.] The caufes of thofe two kinds of the difeafe 
being different, fo they will require a very different method of cure. 
For this purpofe, in the firft cafe, nothing will be more proper 
than nourifhing fimple food; fuch as veal broths, jellies, frefh 
eggs, and milk diet. “The acid fruits will alfo be proper; and the’ 
patient may take a reftorative, ftrengthening infution, which will 
give firmnefs to the body, and aflift the weakened fibres of the 
womb in returning to their natural ftate, - 

The fame method may be ufed with fuccefs, where the fluor 
albus follows the menfes, as already obferved. , | 

The Tunbridge or Spa waters may be drank at the fame time : 
and if neceffary, an infufion of green tea, or pure {mith’s force 
water, may be ufed with a womb-fyringe as am inje¢tion twice ac 
day; or the following: ~ | ie 
(No. 209.) RK Balf. Capaiv. Fs, - 

Mucil. gum. arab; 3). 
Aquz fontis Zvifs. tat injeCHo. 

Or the Lotio aluminis of St. Bartholomew’s may be ufed; 
(No,210.) R Aluminis purif. 3{s, 

Aque diftillate lib. j. fiat lotio. 
Dr. Hugh Smith recommends the following topics: 


hia,” MENORRHAGIA: 
{No. 211.) Fy Cort. quercts, 3}. 


Cort. granat. 
Flor, balauft. aa 33}. : 
Coq. ex. vin. rub. q. f. ad. colatur. Tj. 
3 Adde Alumin. 3 
Mifée pro fotu, bis die partibus ufurpand, 
Vel, (No, 212.) K Cupri‘vitriol. 98. Solve in 
LINC Aq. fontan. 3ij. pee 
M. ft. injeétio omn. noéte cubitum iturus ope frphon. utend, 
Should the difeafe prove uncommonly obftinate, the patient may 
go into the cold bath every fecond day; and alfo drink lime-water 
with milk, which will expedite the cure, and prevent a relapfe. 
The volatile liniment, (No. 60.) and afterwards a ftrengthening 
plafter, may be applied to the fmallof the back. matte 
By way of caution, the female fhould wholly abftain from tea; 
and-be removed into adry clear air; or if fhe be obliged to remain 
in one lefs proper, fhe may apply the flefh-brufh, and wear a flan- 
vel fhift next her fkin. ‘Cold fpring-water pumped on the loins, 
or a bliftering plafter applied to the bottom of the fpine or back, 
are both very powerful in their effects, and have fometimes fuc- 
ceeded after other remedies had been tried in vain. 
: Dr. Hugh Smith recommends the following internal remedies to. 
be ufed at the fame time with the topical applications above ftated, 
(No. 213.) R Gum. olibani 3. 
-» Sacchari, 3}. tere fimul, dein. 
Adde Tinét. cinchone 31}. ~ 
- _» Aq. cinnam, ten. 2) 
Tine. éantharid. 3). 
M. ft. hauft. mane et cubitum iturus fumend, 
(No. 214.) RK Extract. cinchone 3{3. 
Rubigin. chalyb. ppt. gr. xv. 
Spec. aromatic. gr. vy. ) 
_ Syr. croci. q. f. ut ft. bol. hor. x}. matut. et sta P.. 
-. M. fumend. b | : 
Or, the doétor obferves, the following bolus may be ufed for 
the above, as they nearly anfwer the fame intention : : ) 
(No. 215.) KR Aluminis in pulv. trit. 
Colcoth. vitriol. aa gr. xv. 
Puly. aromatic. 
Pulv. rhabarb. aa gr. iil. | ; 
- Syre balf. gq. f. ut ft. Bol. ter die fumend. faperbi- 
bend. tinét. rofar. rub. hauftulum, ; 
In the fecond fort of the difeafe, where the difcharge is fharp 
and of long ftanding, it would be extremely dangerous to fupprefs 
it {fuddenly, either by aftringents internally taken, or applied as 
inieGions, until the fyftem be reftored toa more found and vigo-~ 
rous condition, 


4 r 


ee 


| & 
' MENORRHAGIA. a4t 


The purging draught (No, 58,) may be taken twice a-week ; 
and in the intervals the following: | mite 
(No. 216.) R Calomel, gr. xij, 
Pulv. gum, arab. 3ij. 
Fiant pulv. No. xij. fumat. j, omni noée, 

After this courfe has been contirfued a fortnight or three weeks, 
fhe may begin with the ftrengthening bitter infufion (No, 115.), 
or fome other tonic, in the quantity of a tea-cupful twice a-day, | 
or to a greater extent if the ttomach will allow; or the following 
vegetable aftringent remedy from the Pharmacopeeia of St. Tho- 
mas’s may be ufed, taking care, however, that coftivenefs be not 
induced: iit 
(No, 217.) BR Cort, quercini 3ij, 
| Cort. granatorum 3}, 

Cort, cinnam. 3fs, _ . 
Contufa coquantur ex aque et lactis vacini fing. uncias 
octo ad medias, et cola, Dofis uncia ter die. i 

The fort of food and regimen will here be proper as in the firft 
kind of the difeafe. The patient fhould abftain from malt liquors, 
and drink rice-water, in each pint of which half an ounce of gum- 
arabic has been diflolved; or if fhe be weak, and of a cold bloated 
habit of body, a little ginger may be added occafionally, © 

When the begins to take the bitter infufion, it will be proper to 
ufe the Tunbridge er Pyrmont water for common drink; but if 
thofe cannot conveniently be had, the artificial aérated water, im= 
pregnated with iron and fixed air, will make an excellent fubfti- 
tute. If it fhould render her coftive, and occafion head-ach, fhe 
may defift, and drink imperial water, or take a little fenna-tea 
{weetened with manna, till thofe complaints be removed. ies 

In fhort, as this is a malady of a moft difagreeable kind, which 
by long continuance or neglect becomes difficult of cure, and often 
produces an ulceration of the womb, bearing down, barrennefs, a 
drop/y, or confumption ; it were to be withed that women, on fuch 
occafions, would be more attentive to their own fafety, by ufing 
all poflible means, in due time, to prevent thofe diforders. 

Dr. Leake fays, fuer albus prevails in the autumn more than at 
any other feafon of the year, efpecially when the weather is un- 
commonly moift and cold. The.cure is effeéted by change of diet, 
an increafed perfpiration, and the proper ufe of Peruvian bark 
with aromatics, He obferved, that feveral about this time who 
efcaped the diforder, were vifited with bad colds, a defluxion on the 
throat, or a diarrhoea, which were removed by a fimilar treatment. 

As women are fometimes connected with thofe who do not 
conicientioufly regard their fafety, it is a circumftance of the ur 
molt confequence to diflinguifh a frefh venereal infection, from the 

fuer albus, or whites; for if the firft be miftaken for the lait, and 
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and be either negle€ted or improperly treated, the worft confe- 
quences may arife. . 

The following figns will beft inform the patient whether there 
be ‘occafion for her doubts or not, * . 3 

A freth inf€€tion, called gonorrhea, is malignant and inflamma- 
tory; the fuer albus moft commonly arifes from relaxation and 
bodily weakne's: and therefore the remedies proper in the firft dif- 
order would render the la't more violent, by locking up and con- 
fining the infeétious matter, a i 

In the gonorrhoea, the difcharge chiefly proceeds from the parts | 
contiguous to the urinary paflage, and continues whilft the 
menfes flow; but in the fluor albus it is fupplied from the cavity 
of the womb and its paflage, and then the menfes are feldom re= 
gular, 7 | 

In the gonorrhoea, an itching, inflammation, and heat of urine, 
are the ore-runners of the difcharge; the orifice of the urinary 
pafiage is prominent and painful, and the patient is affeéted with 
a frequent irritation to make water, In the fuer albus, pains in | 
the loins, and lofs of ftrength, attend the difcharge; and if any 
jofammation or heat of urine follow, they happen in a lefs de 
gree, and only after a long continuance of the difcharge, which 
becoming {harp and acrimonious, excoriates the furrounding 
parts, / be : 

In the ‘gonorrhoea, the difcharge fuddenly appears without any 
evident caufe; but in the fluor albus, it comes on more flowly, | 
and is often produced by irregularities of the mentfes, frequent 
abortion, fprains, or long-continued illnefs, 
In the gonorrhoea, the difcharge is greenith or yellow, lefs in 

quantity, and not attended with the fame fymptams of: weaknefs. In: 

the Axor albus, itis alfo often of the fame colour, efpecially in bad 
habits of body, and after long continuance; but is ufually more 


2 


offenfive, and redundant in quantity. dete 
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All the other Kinds of hemorrhagy enumerated by medical writers, 
ate by Dr. Cullen reckoned ’to be fymptomatic ; as, . / 


SToMACACE, Sauv. gen. 241. Lin, 175. Vog.85. Sag. gen. 1766 
Species: Scorbutica, Purulenta, &c. 
HamMatemesis, Sauy. gen. 242, Line 184. Vag. 89. gen. 177 


Species Plethoric Catamenialis, Scorbutica, &c. 
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HA#MATURIA, Sauv, gen. 233. Lin. 198. Vog. 92. Sag. gen. 178, 
Species: Purulenta, Calculofa, Hemorrhoidalis, &c. 


The following cafe of internal hamorrhage cured by a particular 
kind of treatment deferves a place here. Dr. Binns, a phyfician at 
Liverpool, vifited a middle-aged man of a thin habit, labouring 
undera low feverifh affection, much refembling typhus, which, from 
the attask, continued about fix weeks, when a new complaint ap- 
peared, namely, a copious di/charge of blood by frool. During the 
feverifh affection he took a good deal of the decoétion of cinchona 
with diluted vitriolic acid, and the bark alfo in powder. About 
ten days before the appearance of blood, the patient being coftive, 
had fome calomel and an opening draught, compofed of the infu- 
fion of fenna and tincture of rhubarb; and after this, the quick- 
nefs of pulfe continuing, he took fmall dofes of antimonial wine 
every day for a week. The day preceding the bloody ftools, he 
began to take a ftomachic vinous tincture, with fome tincture of 
‘bark, and vitriolic acid. After the hemorrhage came on, the 
difcharges by {tool were very copious, and fo highly tinged that 
they appeared to be chiefly blood. The patient vomited feveral 
times, but no blood came upward. He was fo much funk by the 
difcharges, and the previous fever, as to render it difficult for hin 
to fupport himfelf on the ftool, and the pulfe was extremely weak. 

‘“ In this fituation,” fays Dr. Binns, “I did not dare to re- 
commend bleeding. A quart of the tin@ture of rofes, well acidu- 
lated with vitriolic acid was ordered, and he took a tea-cupful 
of it cold very often; he was allowed to take nothing but what 
was cooling and cold. The (tools, notwithftanding, continued to 
be frequent, very bloody, and fometimes he voided nearly, if not 
quite, two quarts ata time; the pulfe fank fo as to be fcarcely 
perceptible, and the patient became fo pale that, I think, I never 
faw a perfon alive, who might more properly be faid to be ex/an- 
guis. ‘The late alderman Richard Gerard (Dr. Gerard's father), 

an old and refpectable practitioner, who attended with me, was 
alarmed as well as myfelf; for it appeared that, without fome 
more efficacious means, it was impoilible to fave. the patient. In 
this critical fituation it occurred to me, that though the patient 
had vomited feveral times, yet as no blood was thrown up, and 
what was voided by ftool was frefh-coloured, the difeafe was pro- 
bably feated in the large inteftines ; that this might be the reafon 
of the medicine’s failure, and that a fimilar one injected by clyfter 
might poflibly be more efficacious, and if thrown up nearly cold, 
might act as cold injeétions in uterine haemorrhage. 1 commu- 
nicated my reflections on this fubjeét to my friend in .confultation, 
and afked whether he thought we might venture to give a cold 
clyfter, containing fome powerful aftringent and vitriolic acid. 


& 
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He approved of'the propofal, faying that'any thing which afforded 
the leaft profpe& of fuccefs ought to be tried in fo defperate 4 
cafe ; the following form was therefore agreed on: . 
(No. 218.) B Rad. tormentille ifs. | 
Coque in aq. font. 3xiv. ad x. colature, cui adde, 
“Mucil. gum. Arab. 33). ; 
Sp. vitrioli fort, gutt. viij. m.f, enema. 
© This was dire€ted to be given much cooler than ufual—s 
nearly cold. As it did not produce any inconvenience, it was re- 


*& 


peated the fame day. The day following we had an account that 


the ftools had been lefs frequent, and that they were become 
blacker, which I confidered as a good fign, indicating a ceffation, 
or at leaft a diminution of the hemorrhage. The tinéture of 
tofes and the clyflers were continued, and in a few days the blood 


wholly difappeared; but it was feveral months before he fully ree 
covered his ftrength. About nine years after he was feized with 


a confumption of the lungs, of which he died ; but in the mean 
time I enquired whether he had laboured under any complaints of 
the belly, which might be afcribed to the vitriolic acid; and was 
informed that none fuch had occurred. I therefore ventured af. 
terward to purfue a fimilar plan, and have generally fucceeded. 
I ordered eighty drops of acid. vitriol. dilut. of the laft. Lond. 
Pharm. in about fourteen ounces Of a decoétion of camomile 
flowers for a clyfter, which was repeated five or fix times a-day, 
for about four days, in a man labouring under this hemorrhage, 
who- had fome infanity upon him. ‘He/at the fame time took the 
acid freely by the mouth. I afterwards difcovered that an acid _ 
had been ufed of the ftrength of elixir vitrioli acidum of the old 
Lond. Pharimacop. and that about the time the bleeding ceafed he 
had fome griping ; but it went off prefently on giving him fome 
tinct. opii. in aq. menth. pip. It ought not however to be con- 
cealed, that fince he difcontinued the acid he has had occafional 


. returns of the griping; but as it is only temporary, and at other 


times he remains perfectly well for feveral weeks, and the ftools 
are quite natural, ‘I-think it can hardly.be aferibed to the acid. In 
order more certainly to_learn the effect of the vitriolic acid in 


_ clyfters, a few times of late I adminiftered nothing but that acid, 


and.a decoction of camomile flowers. I ordered this decodtion 


chiefly as a vehicle, becaufe it is what we commonly ufe in>the 


difpenfary, in place of the common decoétion for clyfters, and not | 
rom much expectation of its ftyptic power, though it has been 
recommended in this difeafe by Lieutaud: it may poflibly be of 


‘fome fervice, in retarding the putrid tendency of the extravafated 
blood. Whether the acid is. as effeétua!, as when the tormentil is. 


united with it, | am doubtful ; yet in the above cafe, in which it 
was neceffary to continue the means-for four days before the ha 
morrhage entirely ceafed, the affection might perhaps be pros 
ety ; eae, 4 ath f PY Pa j . ee hy tL RS rF Ps 4 ; te t 


traéted by the man’s ftate of mind, which rendered him often 
-refilefs, If acafe fhould be fo obftinate as to refitt the ufual me- 


thod of cure, in conjun@tien with the means here recommended, © 
and fhould theretore fem to require an increafe of the quantity . 


of vitriolic acid in the clyfters, [ have thought it probably might 
be dove with leis danger in the. form of alum; but no cafe has 
occurred to me of late’ wherein it was neceffary to try it, Al- 
thous) in thefe inteitinal hemorrhages, I have fucceeded beyond 
my expectation, fince I have been-in the practice of recom 
mending the injection of clyfters, yet I would not with you to 
underftand that I negleét all other means but, as I am not in- 
tending to give a diilertation on. this difeafe, but merely a few 


rude hints, it will not be requifite to enter more fully into the . 


—fubjeQ. Before | conclude, 1 wifh however to remark, that I 
generally endeavour to adapt the clyfters to the nature of the at- 
tendant complaints; for example, about feven months ago, I 
was called to a child three years and a half old, labouring under 
the confluent fma!l-pox, with confiderable difcharges of bloody 
ftool, I accordingly varied the clyfter to the following form: 
(No, 219.) RK Decodt. cinchone Zij. 
| Tinct. cinchone 3}. 
Mucil. Arab. gum. 3}. 
Acid. vitriol, dilut. gutt. xvj. 
Mifce fiat enema. 
s Tt was directedto be given nearly cold, and repeated every 
four hours: at firft. it feemed to produce but little etfet; on en- 
quiry, 1 found it had been given warmer than I intended ; it 


was therefore afterward exhibited without warming—of the fame _ 
ceniperature as the patient’s room, which was kept pretty coal . 


on account of the primary difeaie; yet there was a {mall fire, 
as it was cold weather, The blood then foon ceafed to flow, 
and did not return, though the child continued to: have loofe 
{tools for two days, when it died of a very putrid fmall-pox. 
It is not improbabie that aftringent clyfters may be ferviceable in 
exceilive bleeding from internal piles; but I am clear that none 


of the cafes which I have treated in the way above mentioned was _ 


of this kind, but a hemorrhage higher up in the inteftines. In 
cafe of piles, the clyfter does not need to be more than two or 
“three ounces, but yet it ought to be increafed in proportion. to 
the fuppofed diftance of the feat of the difeafe ; perhaps, fome- 
times, to twenty ounces or more. In fome cafes it may even be 
-neceifary to ufe a clyfter-fyringe, by which the fluid may be 
propelied with greater force than in the ordinary way, and 
therefore be more likely to reach a very diftant part. Care 
ought always to be taken, if poffible, to prevent the fpeedy re- 
turn of the clyfter. It may appear negligent in me not to have 
afcertained more accurately the semperature of the clyfters ; but 
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it could not well have been done, unlefs I could have attended 
the adminiftration of them, as with us they are generally given 
by nurfes, or old women, incapable of ufing a thermometer ; 
but on fome future occafion L fhalk probably do it. As I have: 
hitherto difcovered no inconvenience from their coldnefs, I 


fhould not hefitate in very urgent cafes, and in warm weather, to | 


employ means for reducing the heat below the temperature of 
the atmofphere ; yet it is probable that in fome conftitutions fuel 
a degree of cold might induce colic. Cold medicines and 
drink have undoubtedly confiderable effect in. fupprefling hz- 
morrhages of the ftomach, and I conceive that in the inteftines, 
unaceuftomed to any thing cold, cold clyfters muft have more 
confiderable effect ; and perhaps not only in the part into. which 
the fluid is injected, but it may probably produce fome effect 
upon a hemorrhage in the contiguous inteftines, in the fame 
manner as cold applied to the back or abdomen of:a patient, 
labouring under uterine hemorrhage, will frequently fupprefs 
othe difcharge ; yet not fo effectually as when it comes into con- 
tact with the extremities of the bleeding veffels. Some perhaps 
may afcribe the whole effect to the coldnefs of the injection, 


and fuppofe that cold water may anfwer as well as the moft 


artful impregnation ; this I think 1s clearly confuted by the ufe of 
‘ftyptic applications, not. only to external hemorrhages, but to 
thofe of the ftamach and uterus. 

* It may poflibly be fuppofed that no fatal or bad confequence 
would have arifen from the hzemorrhages which | have been fo 
folicitous to refirain, as. the late Dr. Hunter recommended to 
Jeave al] internal hemorrhages to nature, and faid that life is fafe, 


if the patient is permitted to faint. I fhall oppofe to this doc= — 
trihe only one obfervation of Van Swieten—‘ Memimi me ali. 


quoties vidifle, poft dinturnas & moleftiffimas cardialgias, ingen= 
tem copiam fanguinis abfque ullo dolore per anum excretam 
fuiffe ; fed brevi fequebatur fumma debilitas, animi deliquium, & 


? 33 


"mors. , 
To the foregoing. facts we will add that of a clergyman at 


Glouceficr, who was refcued from the confequences of a violent 


hsemorrhage from the inteflines by Dr. Wall, who prefcribed ce~ ~ 
rufe in doies of five or fix grains, This remedy was given to’ 
fome extent, without any of the deleterious effects of lead © 


taking place. 3 | 
A tar fafer, and, we apprehend, equally fuitable practice, was 


adopted by a London practitioner in the cafe of a young lady of — 


a debilitated habit, who had a confiderable appearance of black 
blood in all her ‘ftools. ‘Che medicine adminiftered was the 
tinélura ferri muriati, in as large dofes as the cafe feemed to re- 
quire,, The event was, that the fools foon put on the natural 
appearance, and fhe was cured, mn 
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Orper V. PROFLUVIA, 
Genus XL. CATARRHUS, 
The CATARRH. 


Catarrhus, Sauv. gen. 186. Vog. 98. Sag, gen. 145, 

Coryza, Lin. 174. Vog. 100, Sag. gen. 196. 

Rheuma, Sauv. gen. 142: | 

Tufiis, Sauv. gen. 142. Lin. 155. Vog. 205. Sag. gen. 245 
(255. Funck, 30. 

Tuflis catarrhalis et rheumatica, Hojfm. III, 109. 


Sp. I. Catarrh from CoLD, : 


Catarrhus a frigore, Cul. 

Catarrhus benignus, Sauz. fp. 1. 

Catarrhus pectoreus, Sauv. fp. i. 

Coryza catarrhalis, Sauv. fp. 1. ; 

Coryza phlegmatorrhagia, Sauv. fp. 2. Salmuth, Obf. cent. 1. 
37. Funck, 28. Morgagn. de fed. xiv. 21. 

Coryza tebricofa, Sauv. {p. 6. 

Tuffis catarrhalis, Sauv. fp. 1. N. Rofen, Diff. apud Haller, 
Difput. Pract. tom. II. 

Rheuma catarrhale, Sauv. fp. 1. 

Amphimerina catarrhalis, Sauv. fp. 2. 

Amphimerina tufficulofa, Sauv. fp. 13, 

Cephalalgia catarrhalis, Sauv. fp. 10. 


There are feveral fymptomatic fpecies: as, Catarrhus Rubeo- 
‘lofus; Tuflis Variolofa, Verminofa, Calculofa, Phthifica, 
Hyfterica, a dentitione, Gravidarum, Metallicolarum, &c. 


1. Defiription.) ‘The catarrh is an increafed excretion of mu- 
cus from the mucous membrane of the nofe, fauces, and brone 
chiz, attended with pyrexia. | 

Praétical writers and nofologifts have diftinguifhed the difeafe 
by different appellations, according as it happens to affect dif= 
ferent parts of the mucous membrane, one part more or lefs 
than the other: but Dr, Cullen is of opinion that’ the difeafe in 
thofe different parts is always of the fame nature, and proceeds 
from the fame caufe in the one as in the other. Very commonly 
indeed thofe different parts are affected at the fame time; and 
therefore there is little room for the diftinction mentioned. The 
difeafe has been frequently treated of under the title of tuffis or 
—Fough; and a cough, indeed, always attends the chief form of 
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catarrh, that is, the increafed excretion from “the bronchi $ 

but as it is often alfo a fymptom of many other affections, which » 

are very different from one another, it is improperly ufed as a 

generic title, < 
The difeafe generally begins with fome difficulty of breathing 


through the nofe, and with a fenfe of fome fullnefs {topping up 


that paflage. This again is often attended with fome dull pain 
and a fenfe of weight in the forehead, as well as a ftiffieis in the 
motion of the eyes. Thefe feelings, fometimes at their very 


_ firft beginning, and always foon after, are attended with the dif- 


tillation of a thin fluid from the nofe,-and fometimes from the 


eyes; and thefe fluids are often found to be fomewhat acrid, both 
by their tafte and by their freteing the parts over which they — 
pals. Thefe fymptoms conftitute the coryza and gravedo of © 
authors, and are commonly attended with a fenfe of laffitude over 
the whole body. Sometimes cold fhiverings are felt ; a; leaft the 
body is more fenfible than ufual to the coldnefs of the air; and 
with all this the pulfe is more frequent than ordinary, efpecially 
in the evenings. i ek a6 
Thefe fymptoms have feldom continued long before they are 
accampanied with fome hoarfenefs, anda ienfe of roughnefs and — 


-forenefs in the trachea, with fome difficulty of breathing, ex- 


prefled by a fenfe of ftraightnefs in the cheft, and witha cdugh 
which feems to arife from fome irritation felt at the glottis. This 
cough is generally at firft dry and painful, occafioning - pains 
about the cheft, and more efpeciaily in the breaft ; fometimes, 
together with thefe fymptoms, pains refembling thofe of the rheus 
matifm are felt in feveral parts of the body, particularly about 
the neck and head. With all thefe fymptoms, the appetite is — 
impaired, fome thirfl arifes, and a feverith laffitude is felt all over 
the body, Thefe fymptoms mark the height and violence of the — 
difeafe ; but commonly it does not continue long. By degrees 
the cough comes to be attended witha more copious excretion of 
mucus; which is at firft thin, but gradually becoming thicker, is — 


‘brought up with lefs frequent and lefs laborious coughing. ‘The 


hoarfenefs and-forenefs of the trachea are alfo relieved ar removed; — 
and the febrile fymptoms abating, the expectoration. becomes 
again lefs, and the cough lefs frequent, tll at length they ceafe 


altogether, ‘ 


_ Such is generally the courfe of this difeafe, neither tedious nor 
dangerous ; but it is fometimes in both ‘refpects atherwife. The | 
body, affeéted with catarrh feems to be more than ufually liable’ 
to be affected by cold air; and upon expofure of the body to 
freth cold, the difeafe, which feemed to be yielding, is often 
brovght back with greater violence than before, and is rendered 
not only more tedious than otherwife it would be, but alfo 


more dangerous by the {upervening of other difeafes, Some degre 
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of the cynanche tonfillaris often accompanies the catarrh; and - 


when this is aggravated by a frefh application of cold, the 
cynanche alfo becomes mote violent and dangerous from the 
cough, which is prefent at the fame time. When a catarrh has~ 
been occafioned by a violent caufe, when it has been aggravated - 
by improper management, and efpecially when it has been rendered 
more violent by frefh and repeated applications of cold, it often 
paffes into a pneumonic inflammation, attended with the utnolt 
danger. fy 
Unlefs, however, fuch accidents as thofe happen, a catarrh, in 
found perfons not far advanced in life, is always a flight and fafe 
difeafe: but, in perfons of a phthifical difpofition, a catarrh may 
readily produce an hemoptyfis, or perhaps form tubercles in the 
lungs; and ftill more readily in perfons who have tubercles already 
formed in the lungs, an accidental catarrh may occafion the inflam. 
mation of thefe tubercles, and in confequence produce a phthifis 
pu!monalis. ; 
In elderly perfons, a catarrh fometimes proves a dangerous dif 
eafe. Many perfons, as they advance in life, and elpecially after 
they have arrived at old age, have the natural mucus of the lungs 
poured out in greater quantity, and requiring a frequent expecto- 
ration, If, therefore, a catarrh happen to fuch perfons, and in- 
creafe the afflux of fluids to the lungs, with fome degree of in- 
flammation, it may preduce the peripneumonia notha, or more 
properly chronic catarrh, a difeafe continuing often for many 
‘years, or at leaft regularly every winter; which in fuch cafes is 
very often fatal. | | ‘ 
3+ Caufes, &c.] The proximate caufe of catarrh feems to: be 
an increafed afflux of fluids to the mucous membrane of the nofe, 
_ fauces, and bronchiz, along with fome degree of inflammation 
affecting the fame. ~ The latter circumftance is confirmed by this, 
that, in the cafe of catarrh, the blood drawn froma vein commonly 
exhibits the fame inflammatory cruft which appears in the cafe of 
phlegmafie. The remote caufe of catarrh is moft commonly cold 
applied to the body. ‘This application of cold producing catarrh 
is generally evident and obferved; and Dr. Cullen is of opinion 
that it would always be fo, were men acquainted with and atten- 
tive to the circumftances which determine cold to a@ upon the’ 
body. bie ean | javyhd 
The application of cold which occafions a catarrh, probably 
operates by ttopping the. perfpiration ‘ufually made by the fkin, 
and which is therefore determined to. the mucous membrane of 
the parts above mentioned. As a part of the weight which the 
body daily lofes by infenfible evacuation, is owing to anexhalation 
from the Jungs, there is probably a conneétion between this exha- 
lation and the cutaneous perfpiration, fo that the one may be in- 
creafed according as the other is diminithed;. aid therefore ‘we 
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may unde: ftand how the diminution of cutancous perfpiration, by 
the application of cold, may increafe the afflux of fluids to the. 
lungs, and thereby produce a catarrh. s 

Dr. Cullen remarks, that there are fome obfervations of Dr. 
James Keil which may render this matter doubtful; but fays, there 
is a fallacy in thofe obfervations. The evident effects of cold in 
producing coryza, leave the matter, in general, without doubt; and 
there are feveral other obfervations which fhew a connection be-. 
tween the lungs and the furface of the body. , 

Whether from the fuppreffion of perfpiration, a catarrh be | 
produced merely by an increafed afflux of fluids, or whether in. 
addition to this the’ matter of perf{piration be at the fame time de= 
termined to the mucous glands, and there excites a particular irrle 
tation, may be uncertain; but Dr. Cullen thinks the latter fuppo- 
fition is moft probable. 

Although in the cafe of a comnton catarrh, which 1s in many 
inftances {poradic, it may be doubtful whether any morbific mat- 
ter be applied to the mucous glands; we are, however, certain, that 
the fymptoms of a catarrh do frequently depend upon fuch matter, 
being applied to thefe glands; as appears from the cafe of meafles, _ 
chincough, and efpecially from the frequent occurrence of conta- 
gious and epidemical catarrh. | | 

The phenomena of contagious catarrhs have been much the 
fame with thofe of the others; and the difeafe has always been par 
ticularly remarkable for this, that it has been the moft widely and 
generally fpreading epidemic known. It has feldom appeared in 
any one country of Europe, without appearing fucceffively in al-- 
moft every different part of it; and, in fome inftances, it has been 
alfo transferred to America, and has been {pread there in like man-. 
ner, fo far as we have had opportunities of being informed. | 

The catarrh from contagion appears with nearly the fame fymp~ 
toms as.thofe above mentioned. It feems often to come on 1n cones, 
fequence: of the application of cold. And indeed catarrh from, 
cold and contagion are in every refpect fo fimilar, that when this 
epidemic rages, itis impoflible to determine in a perfon having 
fymptoms ot catarrh after expofure to cold, whether the difeate 
proceeds from the one caufe or the other. In moft inftances, 
however, catarrh from contagion comes on with more cold fhiver= 
ing than the ca'arrh arifing from cold alone; and the former does 
alio not only fooner fhew febrile fymptoms, but to a more confi- 
derable degree. Accordingly, it more fpeedily runs its courfe, 
which is commonly finifhed in a few days: It fometimes ends 
by a fpontaneous {weat; and this, in fome perfons, produces a 
miliary eruption. It is, however, the febrile ftate of this difeafe 
efpecially that is finifhed in a few days; for the cough and other 
catarrhal fymptoms do frequently continue longer, and often when 
they appear to be going off they are renewed by any freth applis 
cation of cold, , 
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3. Prognsfs.] Confidering the number of perfons who are 
affected with catarrh, of either the one fpecies or the other, and 
efcape frem it quickly without any hurt, it may be allowed to be 
a difeafe commonly free from danger; but it is not always to be 
treated as fuch, for in fome perfons it is accompanied with pneu- 
monic inflammation. In the phthifically difpofed, it often acce- 
terates the coming-on of phthifis; and in elderly perfons it often 
proves fatal in the manner we have explained above, viz. by dege- 
nerating into its chronic ftate. But though chronic catarrh be 
often the termination, of that fpecies which arifes from cold, we 
have not, in any cafe, obferved it to arife as a confequence of a 
catarrh from contagion. This fpecies of catarrh, however, is not 
unfrequently followed by phthifis; or rather where a phthifical 
tendency before exifted, the affection has been begun and its pro- 
grefs accelerated froin this caufe. 

3- Cure.) ‘The cure of catarrh is nearly the fame, whether it 
ptoceeds from cold or contagion; only in the latter cafe remedies 
ar¢ commonly more neceffary than in the former. In the cafes 
ofa moderate difeafe, it is commonly fufficient to avoid cold, or to 
ab{tain from animal food for fome days. In fome cafes, where the » 
febrile fymptoms are confiderable, it is proper for that length of 
time to lie a-bed, and, by taking frequently forme mild end diluent 
drink, a little warmed, to promote a very gentle fweat; and after 
thisto take care to return very. gradually only to the ufe of the free 
air. When the difeafe is more violent, not only the antiphlogittic 
regimen, exactly obferved, but various remedies alfo, become ne- 
ceflary. ‘To take off the phlogiitic diathefis which always attends | 
this difeafe, blood-letting, more or lefs, according as the fymptoms 
fhall require, is the proper remedy. After blood-letting, for re- 
{toring the determination of the fluids to the furface of the body, | 
and at the fame time for expediting the fecretion of mucus in the 
lungs, which may take off the inflammation of its membrane, the 
vomit (No. 1.) is the moft effectual means. For the laft-men- 
tioned purpofe, fome fuppofe that {quills, gum-ammoniac, the yo- 
latile alkali, and fome medicines of that clafs, might be ufeful; but 
being of a ftimulant quality, their efficacy has never been found 
confiderable ; and if {quills have ever been very ufeful, it feems 
to have been rather by their emetic than by their expectorant 
powers. When the inflammatory affections of the lungs feem to. 
be confiderable, it is proper, befides blood-letting, to apply blif- 
ters to the back or fides. ) 

As a cough is often the moft troublefome ‘circumftance of this 
difeafe, fo demulcents may be employed to alleviate ir, (See No. 
112,113, and 114.) But after the inflammatory fymptoms are 
much abated, if the cough {till remains, opiates afford the moit 
effectual means of relieving it; and, in the circumftances juft now 
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mentioned, they may be very fafely employed. The following is 
dire&ted by Dr. Saunders: | 
(No. 220.) KR Tind. opii gutt xx. 
. _ Aq. Cinnam. 3}. 
Syr. papav. errat. 3{s. M. 
Sit Hauftus, nocte dormituro dandus. 
Very confiderable advantage is often derived from employing » 
opiates in fuch a manner as to aét more immediately on the head. 
of the wind-pipe. For this purpofe, opium may often be advan- 
tageoufly conjoined with demulcents, melting flowly in the mouth, 
And perhaps no form is more convenient, or anfwers the purpofe 
better, than the trochifci glycyrrhize cum opio of the Edinburgh 
Pharmacopeeia, where purified opium is.combined with extract 
of liquorice, gum-arabic, and.other demulcents to the extent of 
about a grain in a dram of the compofition, - After the inflamma- 
tory and febrile {tates of this difeafe are very much gone, the. moft 
effectual means of difcuffing all remains of the catarrhal affection 
is by fome exercife of geftation diligently employed. Dr. For- 
dyce’s obfervations on the treatment of catarrh, are fo peculiarly - 
- judicious, that we think it neceffary to give them here at large. 
He fays the cure is performed, a | 
1. By weakening the fyftem, by evacuation, according to the 
eneral inflammation, or the ftrength of the patient. : . 
If therefore there fhould be confiderable :mfammatory diathefis, 
and efpecially if the breaft be the part affected, we are to bleed 
from Zxii. to xvi. and repeat the operation if the hardnefs of the 
pulfe, dc. continue: but if the. inflammatory fymptoms be not 
great, and do not affeét the whole. habit, it is unneceflary sand 
when the patient is weak, and the fecretion thin, and in great quan~ 
. tity, itis even fometimes hurtful. | | | 
Purging alfo diminifhes the inflammation, and may be likewile 
ufed when the fecretion is too great. é 
(No. 221.) R Tamarind. 31). : bi | 
Coque in Aq. Font. Z¥). per v. minute 
Colatur.-adde, ER 


, Sal. Cathart. Glaub. nui, ad Ne ; 
Vel, Polychreft. Rupell. guj. ad vje ; 
- Mann, Z{. . 


1 ose iP iney Sens 21s 
Ft. Potio Purgans. Capt. matie jj. vicibus, intetvallo hort f 
When the inflammatory diathefis is not very confiderable, of 
where it Has been diminifhed by bleeding, after the purgative in 
the evening an opiate may be ufed. pores 
(No, 222.) KR Aq: Cinnam. 3){- 
, Sp. Cinnam. giij) 
Syr. Diacod, 3%. ad 3}< spony Tia eae 
BY Antim. Tart, gre 4 ad gr. {Sa é 
Ft. Hauft. hora fomni fumendus, 
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__ Ifthe inflammatory fymptoms fhould continue, or the fecretion 
be itill too great, the purgative, and, when proper, the opiate, may 
be repeated after a day’s interval. ~ 

2. By taking off the inflammation when it occupies the breaft, - 
efpecially if there be any acute pain, by means of blifters applied 
_as near to the part principally affected as poffible; or when the 
throat is fore, or there is hoarfenefs, by ufing demulcents. 

3- By promoting the fecretion where it is not fufficient. (Vide 
PERIPNEUMONIA and ANGINA.) 

~4- By giving mucilaginous medicines to cover the mucous 
membrane and allay the cough. 

(No,-223.) R Sem. Lini 7 

Aq. bull. Ziv. . 
Infunde fimul per horam. Dein adde 

com exis er 

Syre Limon, 33}. 

Colature bibat. cyath. calid. frequenter. 

(No. 224.) RiAq. Puleg. jQ. 

Sperm. Ceti 38. 
Vitelli Ovi g. f. 
Syr. TVolut. 3iij. 
Ft. Hauft. quarta quaque hora fumendus. 

When the complaint is flight, thefe mucilaginous medicines 
are often fufficient for the cure. ae 

5. By reftoring the circulation to the fkin by relaxants (No. 
27, ot go.) which are ufeful in all cafes; and where the inflam- 
matory fymptoms are much diminifhed, or have not come on, 
Opiates are added to them with advantage. 

(No. 225.) R Opii gr. il. 

Extr. Gent. gr. x. | 
Antim. Tart. gr. ij. ale 
Ft. Pil. viij. Cap. unam ter indies. | 

When the inflammation is great, the patient fhould be confined 
to vegetable farinaceous food, and the drink fhould be muciagi- 
nous warm infutions, or decoctions, acidulated; and he ought to 
be confined to a room moderately warm: but in flighter cafes this 
is not neceffary. . 

Nothing contributes more to the cure than avoiding expofure 
to cold, efpecially-in thofe circumftances where it has the greatett 
effect on the fyftem; and this precaution is particularly neceffary . 
in thofe naturally liable to the difeafe, or where it hath continued 
long, or when there have been frequent relapfes. 

If it be drawn out toa great length, and the fecretion hath weak- 
ened the patient, ftrengthening remedies are to be employed ; and 
riding on horfeback in a pure dry air is frequently of fervice; but 
thefe are only to be pra¢tifed when there is little or no inflamma- 
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tion. Refinous pectoral medicines have fometimes been given 
here alfo with fuccefs, ' 3 . 
(No. 226.) R Gum. Myrrh. Pulv. 9). 
Ft. Pulvis ter die fumendus. : 

Befides the remedies above mentioned, Dr. Mudge, in a treatife 
on this difeafe, recommends the {team of warm water as a mot{t 
efficacious and fafe remedy for a catarrh, and which indeed he 
feems to confider as little lefs than infallible. The method of 
breathing in thefe fteams is very fimple, but he gives a caution 
to people in health, who may accidentally fee his machine, not to 
make the experiment of breathing through cold water with it, or 
they will be almoft certain of catching a fevere cold... His direc- 
tions for thofe troubled with the catarrh are as follow: _ 

“© In the evening, a little before bed-time, the patient, if of adult | 
age, is to take three drachms, or as many tea-{poonfuls, of elixir 
paregoricum, in a glafs of water: if the fubjet be younger, for 
inf{tance under five years old, one tea-{poontul; or within that and 
ten years, two. About three quarters of an hour-after, the patient 
fhould go to bed, and being covered warm, the inhaler three parts 
filled with water nearly boiling (which, from the coldnefs of the 
-metal, and the time it ordinarily takes before it is to be ufed by the 
patient, will be of a proper degree of warmth), and being wrapped — 
up in a napkin, but.4o that the-valve in the cover is not obftructed 
by it, is to be placed at the arm-pit, and the hed-clothes being drawn 
up and over it clofe to the throat, the tube is to be applied to the. 
mouth, and the patient fhould infpire and exfpire through it for 
about twenty minutes or half an hour. ae 

“ It is very evident, as the whole act of refpiration is performed 
through the machine, that in infpiration the lungs will be filled - 
with air which will be hot, dnd loaded with vapour, by pafling — 
through the body of water; and in exfpiration, all that was con- 
tained in the lungs will, by mixing with the fteam on the furface 
of the water, be forced through the valve in the cover, and fettle 
on the furface of the body under the bed-clothes. : 

« The great ufe of this particular conftruction of the inhaler is” 
this, Firft, as there is noneceffity, at the end of every infpiration, | 
to remove the tube from the mouth, in order to exfpire from the 
lungs the vapour which had been received into them, this machine 
may therefore be ufed with as much eafe by children as older 
people. And, fecondly, as a feverifh habit frequently accompa- 
nies the diforder, the valve in that refpect alfo is of the utmoft im- 
portance: for a fweat, or at leaft a free perfpiration, not only relieves. 
the patient from the reftlefs anxiety of a hot, dry, and fonetimes, 
parched fkin, but is alfo, of all evacuations, the moft eligible for 
removing the fever; and. it will be generally found, that, after the 
inhaler fo conftructed has been ufed a few minutes, the warm ya-= 
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pour under the clothes will, by fettling on the trunk, produce a 
{weat, which will gradually extend itfelf to the legs and feet. . 

« Ina catarrhous fever,,or any feverifh habit attending this 
cough, it would be proper to take a draught of warm thin whey a 
few minntes before the inhaler be ufed; and after the procefs is 
over, the fweat which it has produced may be continued by: occa- 
fional {mall draughts of weak warm whey or barley-water. The 
f{weating is by no means fo neceflary to the cure of the catarrhous 
cough, as that the fuccefs of the inhaler againft that complaint at 
all depends upon it; yet I cannot help once more remarking, that 
when this diforder happens to’ be accompanied with a feverifh 
_ habit, the advantages of this particular conftruction will be veryim- 

portant. pbs 

_ After this refpiratory procefs is over, the patient ufually paffes 
the night without the leaft interruption from the cough, and feels 
no farther moleftation from it than once or twice in the morning 
to throw off the trifling leakage which, unperceived, had dripped 
into the bronchie and veficles during the night; the thinner parts 
of which being evaporated, what remains is foon got rid of witha 
very gentle effort. | | 

“ | cannot, however, take leave of this part-of my fubject ° 
without pointedly obferving, that if the patient means not to be 
difappointed by my affurances or his own expectations, it is 

effentially neceffary ‘that the following remarks, with regard to 
the time and manner of ufing this procefs, fhould be ftritly 
attended to, | ie 

“« Firff, That as tender valetudinary people are but too well 
 acquainied with the firft notices of the diforder, the remedy muft, 
or ought to be, ufed the fame evening; which will, in an ordi- 
nary feizure, be attended with an immediate cure: but if the fore- 
nefs of the refpiratory organs, or the petulance of the cough, 
fhew the cold which has been contracted to have been very fevere, 
the inhaler, without the opiate, fhould be again repeated forthe 
fame time the next morning. | | bt : 
' Secondly, If the ufe of the inhaler, &c. be delayed till the 
fecond night, it will be always right to repeat it again the next 
morning without the opiate, but with it if the feizure “has been 
violent. ‘a 

“© Laftly, Ifthe cough be of fome days’ ftanding, it will be al- 
ways neceflary to employ both parts of the procefs at night and 
the fucceeding morning, as the firft fimple inflammatory mifchief 
is now moitt probably aggravated by an additional one of a chronic 
tendency. : ig POs 

“© But if, through the want of a timely application, or a total 
neglect of this or any other remedy, the cough fhould continue to 
harafs the patient, it is, particularly in delicate and tender conftis 
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tutions, of the utmoft confeauence to attempt the removal of it as 
foon as poffible, before any floating acrimony in the conftitution 
(from the perpetual irritation) receiyes an habitual determination 
to an organ fo effential to life as the lungs. . 

_ Jf the patient expectorate with eafe and freedom a. thick and 
well-digefted inoffenfive phlegm, there is generally but little doubt 
of his {pitting off the diforder, with common care, in a few days 5 
and tillthat be aceomplithed, a proper dofe of elixir paregoricum 
for a few fucceifive nights will be found very ufeful in fuppreffing 
the fatiguing irritation and ineffectual cough, occafioned by a mat- 
ter which, dripping in the early ftate of the difeafe into the bron- 
chiz during the night, is commonly at that time too thin to be dif- 
charged by thofe convutfive efforts. | | 
If, however, notwithftanding a free and copious expectora-_ 
tion, the cough fhould {till continue, and the difcharge, inftead of 
removing the complaint, fhould icfelf, by becoming a difeafe, be a 
greater expence than. the conftitution can well fupport, it is pofli- 
ble that a tender patient may {pit off his life, through a weak, 
relaxed pair of lungs, without the leaft appearance of purulence, 
or any fufpicion of fuppuration. In thofe circumflances, befides, — 
as was mentioned before, increafing the general perfpiration, by 
the falutary friction of a flannel waiftcoat, change of fitmation, 
-and more efpecially long journeys on horfeback, conducted’ as 
much as poffible through a thin, tharp, dry air, will feldom fail of | 
remoying the complaint. j my) 

«© But, on the contrary, if the cough fhould, at the fame time 
that it is petulant and fatiguing to the breaft,-continue dry, hufky, 
and without expectoration, provided there be reafon to hope that 
no tubercles are forming, or yet actually formed, there is not per- > 
haps a more efficacious remedy for it than half a drachm of guin 
ammoniacum, with eighteen or twenty drops of liquid taudanum,: 
made into pills, and taken at bed-time, and occafionally repeated. - 
This excellent remedy Sir John Pringle did me the honour to com-. ~ 
municate to me; and I have accordingly found it, in a great many 
inftances, amazingly fuccefsful, and generally very expeditioufly 
fo; for it feldom tails to produce an expectoration, and to abate 
Ahe diltreffing fatigue of the cough. In thofe circumftances I 

have likewife found the common remedy of zfs or S1j. of balf. 
filph. anifat. taken twice a-day, in a little powdered fugar or any 

other venicle, a very efficacious one. J] have alfo, many times, 
known a falutary revuliion- made from the lungs by the fimple 
application of a large plafler, about five or fix inches diameter, of 

Burgundy pitch between the thoulders; for the perfpirable mat- 

ter, which is locked up under it, becomes fo {harp and acrid, that 

ina few days it feldom fails to produce a very contiderabie t:ching, 
fome little tendency to inflammation, and very frequently a great 
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number of boils. © This application fhould be continued (the plaf- 
ter being occationally changed), for three weeks or a month, or 
longer, if the complaint be not fo foon removed. : 

«© And here | cannot help obferving, that though feemingly a 
trifling, it is however byno méans an ufelefs caution to the tender 
patient, not to expofe his fhoulders in bed, and during the night, 
to the cold; but when he lies down to take care they be kept 
warm, by drawing the bed-clothes up clofe to his back and neck. 

« If, however, notwithflarding tnele and other means, the cough, 
continuing dry or unattended with a proper expectoration, fhould 
perfevere in haraffing the patient; if, at lait, it fhould produce, toge- 
ther with a forenefs, {hooting pains through the breaft and between 
the fhoulders, attended alfo with fhortnefs of the breath; and if, 
added to this, flufhes of the cheeks after meals, fcalding in the 
hands and feet, and other fymptoms of a he¢tic, fhould accompany 
the diforder; there is certainly no time to be loft, as there is the 
greateft reafon to apprehend that fome acrimony in the habit is 
determined ‘to the tender fubltance of the lungs, and that confe- 
quently tubercular fupparations will follow, In this critical and 
dangerous fituation, L think I can venture to fay from long expe- 
rience, that, accompanied with change of air and occafional bleed- 

/~angs, the patient will find his greatetl fecurity in a drain from a 
large fceapulary iflue, affifted by dict of afles’ milk and vegetables."’ 


Sp. IL. Catarrh from ConTAGion. 
Catarrhus a contagio, Cul. 
Catarrhus epidemicus, Sauv. fp. 3. 
Rheuma epidemicum, Sauv. fp. 2. 
Synocha catarrhalis, Sevv. tp. 5. 


We have thus far treated of catarrh, chiefly as it appears.in acci- 
dental cafes: but its moft ferious form has not yet been fully con- 
filered. We therefore proceed to lay before the sreader fome 
remarks on the contazious catarrh or INFLUENZA that appeared 
in the {pring of the year 1782, from a paper by Dr. Hamilton, 
publifhed in the memoirs of the Medical Society of London, 
which will ferve to illuftrate the nature of this malady. - ~ | 

Some appearances of a catarrhal affection refembling the influ- 
enza, occurred afterwards inthis country. Of thefe the periodical — 
publications on medical fubjects give detailed accounts; but as the 
fymptoms and treatment bore a general refemblance to thé difeafe 
of 1782, we think it fufficient to confine ourfelves to Dr. Hamil- 
ton’s ftatement. | | 

After fome local and meteorological defcriptions, not immate- 
tial to thofe who wifh to trace the phenomena of this difeafe with 
critical accuracy (for thefe fee vol. If. p. 422, of the Memoirs of 


s 
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the Medical Society of London), Dr. Hamilton deferibes the difs 


eafe in the following way. 

1. Symptoms.] ‘* As to the fymptoms with which the influenza 
was attended, they were various in various perfons, according to 
the ftate of the habit at the time of the attack. The firft vidtims 
of its fury were the foldiers; and the firft fymptoms I perceived, 
were a great cough, ftraightnefs about the breaft, noftriis contider- 
ably diftended. ‘he patients generally complained of a ftoppage 
in the trachea; giving them the fenfation of a ball lodged there. A 
coryza, or running of a thin acrid mucus from the nofe, always 
took place, fo as to excoriate the upper lip, and vellicate the 
Schneiderian membrane. A violent fneezing ; a pain of the head, » 
much increafed by this laft fymptom, and moft fevere in the courte 
of the frontal finufes. A forenefs over the eyes, chiefly about the — 
, eye-brows: which they faid was feated in the bone. ‘This ren- 
dered the eyes ftiff, and painful to be opened; nor could they bear 
a ftrong light. A rheum alfo diftilled from them, nat unlike what 
we fee ia the meafles. Univerfal pains over the body; in moft 
only a flight fever; in others it ran very high, witha confiderable 
acceleration of the pulfe. Faintnefs; fome, though no great de- 
gree of thirft; the pain of the breaft feldom felt but on attempting 
to cough. Then it refembled the pricking of pins; but it was 
feldom or never felt fo low down as the cartilago enfiformis. The 
_throat-and motth burnt with heat; with an uncommon fmarting 
_ over the fauces. Thefe and the tongue were dry, and fomewhat 
parched. In two patients 1 remember a parched tongue was pre~. — 
fent to a great degree; here the thirft was greater. Some bled at 
the nofe ; and one of my patients had abiceffes formed in both his . 
ears, which burft, and continued to difcharge for fome weeks after. 
A diarrhea was not a common fymptom; yet-I found it in feve- 
ral. Appetite in many was impaired; a naufea in feveral cafes 
took place. Little fleep ; and this little for the moft part broken ~ 
and difturbed with incoherent dreams. Pulfe by no means hard. 
Tn fome, hoarfenefs. and frequent hawking up of mucus; in others, — 
little or none. in Gi oe 

‘© The heat that fucceeded the cold, which more or lefs marks 
every febrile paroxyfm, fometimes went fo far as to be followed © 
by perfpiration. In many of my patients this did not happen; 
the fkin remained dry. I feldom found the belly coftive; the 
face fometimes f{welled, and the eyes appeared funk in it, as we 
‘often obferve in the eryfipelas; weaknefs of the joints of the knees 
on motion, and a great proftration of ftrength. oe 

« In the neighbourhood of Stamfordham, my correfpondent 
fays, and about the neighbourhood of Newcaftle-on-Tyne, it was 
accompanied with colic pains, and cramps in the region of the 
abdomen and ftomach: and fome thére alfo had a purging ; fome 
had ulcers in the throat and fauces; but fuch as I had occafion te 
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obferve, were very flight. This was rather a rate occurrencé. 
Many had a flight vertigo ;~but few of my patients had delirium, 
though | have heard of its being found frequently in the practice 
of others. “Though a great faintnefs and debility took place com- 
_ monly, yet fainting fits, as mentioned by fome, except in one pa- 
tient, and that after V.S. feldom or never happened among my 
patients. 

“¢ Fits refembling an ague have been mentioned as a concomi- 
tant of the difeafe; efpecially in the more marfhy parts of the 
land. I doubt not of their exittence; and that the influenza was 
frequently accompanied with a remittent fever; while in the more 
_dry and open fituations it would partake more of peripneumony. 
Huxham found this the cafe. * I well remember,’ fays he, ‘ that 
the catarrhal fever which fpread through all Europe, under the 
name of Influenza, in the fpring 1743, frequently became pleu- 
ritic and peripneumonic; and as frequently, after two or three 
days, ran into a quotidian or tertian; the difference of the confti- 
tutions of the patients thus altering the nature and form of the 
difeafe.’ a) a 

« In the villages where my practice lay, I'do not remember to 
have met with any efflorefcences on the fkin. I find this’ was a 
fymptom obferved during the epidemic at Bath, as well. as a red- 
nefs and forenefs of the throat; from whence Dr. Falconer ima- 
-gines that there is a fimilarity between. it and the fcarlet fever, as 
defcribed by Dr. Withering of Birmingham. A furgeon in Bec- 
cles informed me, fome of his patients had not only a foul tongue, 
but ulcers on the tonfils. He mentioned none that had red {pots 
on the fkin. o . 

2. Perfons mot liable to the contagion.) ‘* With regard to the 
age of thofe moft liable to the difeafe among my patients, [ think 
the middle age felt it moft, ceteris paribus. I mean from fixteen 
to forty-five or fo; but few of any age, fex, or temperament, ef- 
caped it. When I fpeak thus, | am'to be underftood of thofe in 
ag health before its attack; for with regard to peopie in general, 
the mfirm, the valetudinarian, and if old, the more in proportion 
fuffered moft. ah eee 

‘¢ | had many opportunities of obferving the influence of the 
weather, in rendering it more violent, in a houfe where the huf- 
band, wife, and three daughters, were ill at once... The wife was 
by much the moift feverely handled; next. to her the hufband.— 
They kept a public-houfe and brewery; to the latter of which 
they gave more attention than the daughters, whofe employment 
confifted in waiting on their cuftomers within doors. | 

‘© A boy of about twelve years of age, of a very ftirring difpo- 
fition, fuffered feverely-; yet efcaped the difeafe, thotgh the reft of 
the family had been ill for fome time,till after bathing with other 
boys in the river, and-remaining there longer than prudent, when 
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he was feized next day with the influenza. We may add to this, 

that he was a valetudinarian for a long time before; but had lately 

overcome, ina great meafure, all his complaints. 

‘© To corroborate the remark, that the weather, &c. had great 
influence in modifying it, not only at St. Alban’s, but the other 
villages, the foldiers were firft feized with it, and were more vio- 
lently handled than moft others. Soldiers are not only lighter 
clothed, but worfe fed, worfe lodged, and more expofed to all the 
viciffitudes of the weather, than mcft other defcriptions of men. 

** An account from Aberdeen fays, ‘ The difeafe rages here; 
and it is rather fingular that the foldiers are firft attacked by it, and 
more ill of this defcription of men than any other.’ If we allow 
the fame influence to the weather for which I contend, there will 
appear nothing fingular in the cafe. Ina word, the fact is well 
eftablifhed. ‘The fame remark was made in Dublin; for we find 
700 foldiers there labouring under it at once, unable to do their 
duty in barracks. 

«© An account from Utrecht informs us of their having no lefs: 
than 3000 ill of it. | : 

& With regard to the fleet, where the influence of the weather 
likewife prevails, as the crews are mueh expofed to the open air, 
both our own, and that of other powers, were great fufterers. _ 

«© Among others of our own veffels, the Stag and Stout priva- 
_ teers fuffered greatly ; for on coming into Dublin harbour, moft 
of their crews were il] of it. From one of our fhips, it feems no 
‘fewer than 300 were put on fhore under it; and out of another, 
400. | 

‘“‘ In the Nemefis frigate, 70 were ill at once. . This I had from 
an ofhcer belonging to her, who was himfelf fo ill, that he had not 
at the time I faw him recovered from its effects, though at the 
diftance of four months from the attack.”’ 

Another inftance Dr. Hamilton here adduces, in proof that the 
weather had much influence in modifying the difeafe. 

“« A young gentleman at Luton,’”’ fays he, “ about twenty- 
three, of a volatile turn, and lately a valetudinarian, but who, for 
eight or ten weeks, had fo far recovered as to be able to follow his 
amufements, and who, for this purpofe, generally walked or rode, 
whether the weather was favourable,or not, feveral hours a-day, 
often at the fame time indulging himfelf freely in the glaf:, was 
at laft feized with the epidemic, and fuffered feverely. We may 
place this gentleman, in many refpects, in the fituation. of a fol- 
dier, with regard to the irregularity of his life, and expofure to 
the viciffitudes of the weather. : 

¢ ‘The delicate alfo, and the valetudinarian, in all my obfervd-. 
tions, were great fufferers; and ftill greater in ‘proportion as they 
were expofed to the viciflitudes of the weather. Others in dif- 
ferent parts of England have alfo made the fame obfervation. A 
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furgeon at Newbury in Berks, writing to me on the fubject, has 


thefe words: ‘ A few infirm and bad habits funk; as hardly any 
valetudinarian efcaped it, and as in thefe it generally appeared 

with the greateft feverity, fo, for the moft part, it was attended 
with dangerous fymptom’ only in patients of this clafs. One 
woman at Luton fell into a phthifis pulmonalis after it. 

“¢ Both the flates of old age and infancy were more exempt from 
at than any other; | mean fuch as were in good health. At four 
years of age, or fo, many fuffered. A furgeon at Beccles, in a 
letter to a friend, afhrmed, that 2 child of his only eighteen months 
old, took the difeafe. This, however, is the only inftance of the 
kind that came to my knowledge, though I have converfed with 
many, and made much enquiry on the fubject in many parts of 
England. I had an evident example afforded me to prove how 
far the diftreffing paffions predifpofed the body to be more feverely 
aifected by it. Thefe always debilitate the habit by the conftant 
uneafinefs the mind undergoes. . - 

“ A foldier in the light infantry was for fome time violently in 
love with one of the Cyprian nymphs that follow the drum. She 
was young and handfome, and had fo far engaged his affections, 
that he offered to marry her, though well acquainted with her 
way of life. She preferred her liberty, and refufed him. This 
had fuch an effect on his fpirits, that, from a ftout well-looking 
young fellow, with all the health of a farmer’s fervant (for he 
was lately a recruit from the country), in a fhort time he became 
thin and wan; he took the difeafe, not however when the others 


had it, but in the beginning of June, when the regiment marched . 


from the villages aforefaid to Royfton, on their way tocamp. A 
day or two before this he had parted with his goddefs at Luton. 
He fuffered more from the difeafe than any other of my patients ; 
and his cafe put on more of a remittent than any other I had 
feet | | 

3. Caufes.} On this fubje@Qt Dr. Hamilton contends for what, 
we apprehend, will be readily conceded, that the caufe of this 
difeafe is not a fpecific contagion communicated by the atmofphere, 
but by a@étual contaét. 

*¢ [ would not be underftood,” fays he, “ from what I have faid 
relative to the influence of the weather, that the caufe of the dit_ 
eafe is to be looked for in the air alone. This is only a predi/pofing 
caufe. Becaufe cold air can give birth to a common catarrh, are 
we to conclude it can give birth to the influenza? Cold moitt 


air renders indeed the application of a materies morbi more effec- 


tual. : ee 

«* We have many examples to prove that the air cannot hold, 
nor yet convey Contagion to any diftance. If it be mixed with_ 
the atmofpheric air, it is foon diffipated, perhaps chemically des 
compofed, if it be a compound body, and its nature altogether 
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changed. Experience fhews, that contagions have always been: 
communicated by contact. with the infected, either mediately or 
immediately, i. €. by perfons who bring it on their clothes to the 
perfons who receive it; or by its being conveyed from the in- 
feted in various kinds of goods. I mean here all {pectic conta- 
gions, fuch as the fmall-pox, &c. or thofe from human effluvia, 
fuch as produce fevers of a dangerous nature. We are now well | 
affured that the plague, the moft infectious of all difeafes, is not” 
communicated by the air, but by contac. . 

« Tt has already been pointed out, that the attacks of the dif 
eafe were not at the fame time. If the caufe lay in the air, all 
muft have been feized at once; for though ir often fpread rapidly, 
it was {till progreflively ; fometimes flowly and oradually.”” 

‘With a view of fhewing that the true caule fprung from a 
particular materies morbi, a certain contagion, Dr. Hamilton ad= 
duces his own cafe, preceded by the following details > | 

“ The firft,” fays he, “ who were feized with it at Norwich 
were two men lately arrived from London, where it thea contl-. 
nued to rage. A ferjeant of grenadiers of the tenth regiment of 
foot went to London on furlough: the difeafe then raged’ in the 
capital. He returned ina few days to St. Alban’s affected, and 
communicated it to the people in whofe houfe he had: his billet. 
This was the firft of its appearance there: ‘and from thence it 
rapidly fpread all over the town. } 

% An officer of the fame corps, being then in Dublin, told me 
he received it from a lady, in whole company he fat at dinner, 
Shé was'then complaining of indi{pofition from it: he fat next 
her. Before he left the room he was feized, and did not com- 
pletely recover In two months; haying lott his voice great part of 
this time. | nik See 

« One of Lord Bute’s labourers, living on the banks of the 
river at Luton, happened to receive a compound fraéture of his 
thigh about the beginning of April; a month’ at leait before the | 
influenza appeared there. When the reft of the famuly were. 
feized, though he had never been from his bed fince the accident, - 
yet he caught the difeafe, and fuffered confiderably, Here was 
no expofure to the vicifitudes of the weather. This fell under 
my own obfervation, as | attended him from the time of the acci- 
dent ull after the ep:demic, : pe 

< Befides,’’ continues Dr. Hamilton, “ when we reflect on” 
the fymptoms of the influenza, we fhall find them fuch, in gene- 
ral, as denoted dedility. Far more proftration of ftrength was 
wnited- with it than we ever find attend catarrhs from cold alone; 
and J am led to think this forms one of its chief, diflinguifhing 
fymptoms. § A catarrh,’ fays a certain writer, ¢ fromthe fituation 
of our ifland, and from the ‘fudden viciffitudes, of the weather, with 
refpeét. to heat and cold, may with the ftrictelt propriety be looked 
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on as the endemic difeafe of Great Britain.” But ecatairhs from 
this fource alone never bring with them fuch lofs of the powers of 
exertion and univerfal afthenia. o 

“. Whatever then may be the nature of this materies morbi, it 
is fuch as always produces great alteration in the functions of 
the nervous fyftem, tr e 

“« Few difeafes, putrid fevers excepted, ever produced lofs of 
ftrength and debility more fuddenly than this. The crew of the 
Fly-floop of war was an immediate inftance of this. The cap- 
tain affirmed, that forty of his men fell ill in lefs than eight hours; 
feveral of whom, he declared, dropped down at the wheel as they 
{teered the veffel. This circumftance obliged him to put back, 
and ftand again for the Yarmouth roads, which he had only left 
a few hours before, with all hands apparently well, merely for 
want of men to navigate her. The infection muft have been 


received from fhore, with which they had frequent communica- 


tion.”? 

After remarking on the general fubject of contagion, the Dr. 
Speaks of the degree of fatality attending this” difeafe, which on 
the whole was not confiderable. : 

4. Cure.) Among the means of cure, various in various per- 
fons, which have been had recourfe to, none ‘is of more material 
confequence to confider than vene/fection. On this-head we thall 
beg leave to fuggeft a few hints, ‘Thofe who contend that they 
found it ufeful and neceffary, generally give the appearance of the 
buffy cruft.as one of their reafons. his, it is well known, is a 
very fallacious teft. It appears, on many occafions, where bleed- 
ing is by no means warranted, a 

Hence, neither the prefence nor yet abfence of the buffy crut 
is an abfolute guide to determine us. The denfity of the craffa- 
mentum, the {mall quantity of ferum feparated, with perhaps its 
greenifh colour, even fhould no coagulable lymph appear, denote 
higher degrees of inflammation, and greater adtivity in the? arte-’ 
rial fyftem oftentimes, than when the buffy coat covers the fur- 
face. The firft drawn cup often fhews none; the fecond and 
third perhaps abound with it. Thefe circumftances at lea tt fug~ 
geft the neceffity of caution. Nor fhould we be ded always to- 
judge of the propriety of. bleeding in this difeafe even from the 
pulfe, without maturely weighing every circumftance of the cafe, 
and fymptoms with which ir is attended. A fmall pulfe thould 
not always deter us from the ufe of the lancet; nor yet a large’ 
pulfe, apparently {trong under the fingers, urge us to it; forthe’ 
one, even from a trifiing lofs, a few ounces will fometimes fihk, 
and proftration and debility {6 rapidly follow, that all our endea- 
yours may not be able to repair the injury occafioned by it; while 
the other rifes as we continue to draw off the blood, and bears 
with manifeft advantage a large lofs-of blood. The fame caution: 
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ought to be obferved in dyfpnoea, for it not unfrequently takes 

-place from d:bility ; and this is manifefted from its often attending 
foo much depletion. To thefe particulars it may be added, that_ 
the fymptoms already defcribed as occurring in the influenza, 
were for the moft part fuch as to deter from the ufe of the lancet; 
and even in thofe cafes where it feemed admifhible, it was to be 
done only after a nice inveftigation of the exifting circum- 
ftances. 

“ We found,” fays Dr. Hamilton, “ that, for the moft part, . 
the pulfe was foft; indeed very rarely hard; that it was {mall and 
debile ; even feldom full, and betraying very little activity in the 
arterial fy{tem; with pains in the back and loins, vertigo, 
- ¥igors, &c. : ee 
¢ Some inflammation I will allow; the ftate of the mucous 
‘membrane proved there was a degree of it prefent. We-know 
a degree of it exifts in chronic rheumatifm, yet bleeding is 
feldom advantageoufly ufed in this complaint ; for if it be pufhed 
to any degree, a paralytic affeétion might be the confequence, or 
other marks of afthenia equally bad. ns 

‘© In the peripneumonia notha of Huxham, we find him dif 
fuading from bleeding, though at the fame time he admitted the — 
prefence of confiderable inflammation, Pra€titioners in different 
parts of the ifland confefled, that in the epidemic of which we 
are treating, little of the inflammatory cruft appeared on the blood. 
This was the cafe at Yarmouth. The furgeons there found it 
always florid, and loofe in its texture. They bled however ; but 

they obferved it never gave that permanent relief which, from 
the ftraightnefs of the Re: they expected from it. pa 

“© Tra letter from Stamfordham, I find that bleeding was pretty 
generally ufed in the-beginning of the epidemic; but they found 
reafon to alter the practice, as they became more acquainted with 
its nature. * But now,’ fays my correfpondent, ‘ the difeafe has 
taken another turn. Though the patient complains of pains and 
aches all over him; particularly about the breaft; and if you. 
bleed him, the inflammatory cruft, as it is called, manifeftly juf-_ 
tifies that ftep; yet notwithftanding all thefe fymptoms, which 
indicate V.S. the difeafe, at leaft in our part of the country, does 
not bear bleeding; for the pulfe becomes weak, and there is 
great debility, and languor hangs upon them.’ In a fecond letter 
on the fubjeGt, he fays, ¢ at leaft it feemed to run a good deal 
into the low and putrid, fo that we were obliged to give cordials 
and antifeptics.’ Dr. Macqueen fays, the only one that died there 
was a man that had been twice bled 3 and he was of opinion this 
contributed to his death.” : man a 

Yet by what has been faid, Dr. Hamilton would not be under- 
ftood to mean a total diffuafion from bleeding in every cafe. ‘The 
phlogiftic diathefis prevailed f9 much in many. patients, as to 
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indicate it, and much relief was afforded by it. Patients. 
were differently affected, according to circumiftances of habit, 
place, &c. | 7 We 

“* ‘The recovery from the difeafe,’”’ continues our author, ** we 
always found flow in fuch as fuffered from it. So great was the 
debility, that it was weeks before the patient’s ftrength was per- 
fectly recovered; though in others the difeafe was flight, and left 
little marks of debihty behind it. This is ftill a farther proof, 
that in general there was little of the phlogiftic diathefis in the 
fyftem. We never obferve fuch debility after pleurify or perip- 
neumony, except where phlebotomy has been injudicioufly profe- 
cuted ; in fuch cafes, indeed, the patient will not only be weak 
long after, but obnoxious to ferous effufions. ‘The difetions of 
induftrious practitioners fhew that thefe often follow inflamma- 
tory difeafces, where the lancet has been improperly ufed. ‘ It is 
an undoubted fact,’ fays a modern author, © that repeated bleed- 
ing, without neceffity, has greatly injured many. conttitutions. 
The catarrh may frequently attack delicate relaxed habits, which 
-are rendered highly irritable. from excefs of heat, and unhappily 
obnoxious to the difeafe from expofure to cold. In thefe, as well 
as in more robuft conftitutions, the catarrh is often perfeQly 
pure, unaccompanied with peripneumonic affeétions, or fuch other 
tymptoms as indicate bleeding.’ 

“* Befides, I am apt to think our contftitutions confiderably 
changed within this latt century in Great Britain. Luxury, and 
its enervating effects, render the. difeafes of this ifland lefs inflam-. 
matory than perhaps they formerly were. Difeafes that in their 
nature were always, and even now are, allowed to be phlogiftic, 
have appeared within the {pace of thefe laft thirty years, accom- 
panied with a confiderable degree of putridity, viz. the meafles. 

*‘ To conclude. I am of opinion, that the fever which accom-- 
panied this catarrhal affection, fhewed in moft places more marks 
‘of afthenia than of phlogofis, that bleeding has been oftener 
ufed in it than with permanent relief, and that fhould we again, 
be_vifited with it, under the fame circum{tances and train of 
{fymptoms, we fhould profit by our late experience, and ufe the 
Jancet with caution; never letting flip from our minds the-tendency 
of the contagion, which certainly appears from its effects to be of 
a debilitating nature ;'and fince, to ufe the words. of a certain 
author, ‘if bleeding be powerful in preferving life, it is alfo 
powerful in deftroy ng it.’ ? 

The natural criss ot this complaint appears to be by the fkin ; 
diaphoretics, therefore, and, dilwents conftitute the chief part of the 
eure. Ljmetics, or rather naufeating dofes of antimonials, when 
early ufed, feemed very ferviceable ; they are diaphoretic, they 
allo prove expectorant when given in full dofes, and in this fenfe 
hey have been ufeful in the beginning of the difeafe. They 
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generally prove laxative, cleanfing the prime vie 3 nay, they be- 
come hypnotic, for, generally fpeaking, the fleep of the fucceeding 
night is founder, efpecially when they have been exhibited im the 
evening. ‘They open obftruGions in veffels, whereby the different 
fecretions are more equally performed; and thus by one fimple 
medicine we have oftentimes various purpofes anfwered. A, 
happy choice of a fimple, the dofe, and time of exhibition ma- 
turely weighed, will, for the moft part, anfwer better than a mul- 
tiplicity of medicines jumbled in a prefcription, and fave the 
patient not only from much uneafinets, which would be created 
by loading the ftomach improperly with, medicines it abhors, but 
from unneceflary expenditure of his ‘money. A conf{cientious 
. phyfician will alfo have this in view. _ . 
” & Confiderable advantage has likewife been obtained from the 
prudent ufe of opiates. Where the cough was fevere, as-was 
moftly the cafe, they alfo determined to the furface. Though their 
chief ufe feems to confift in the refpite they give to the cough, 
the removal of irritation, and thus allowing time to the mucous 
membrane to recover its tone; by their means the difcharge de- 
ereafes, and the habit in the mucous glands to a vitiated fecretion 
is thereby checked. A ipa : 

© Nitre has been celebrated for relieving the cough; and I, 
with others, have fometimes had recourfe to it. I would, how- 
ever, be cautious in its frequent exhibition, as it fometimes renders 
 worfe the very fymptom for the relief of which 1: has been admi~ 


niftered. Others have made the fame obfervation. ‘I have 
known,’ fays Fothergill, in common dofes of nitre, the faline 


draughts, and other cooling falts, increafe a cough by irrita- 
tion.’ 

“1 found a generous diet, where it was in the patient’s power 

to procure it, highly conducive to a more f{peedy recovery; and 


even in the courfe of the difeafe many bore a more liberal ufe of 


wine than is generally given in catarrhal affections from cold 
alone. ; 

“© After what has been faid, I need fcarcely diffluade from the 
warmer. /udorifics, ot the flronger purges. Thefe were always 
found as prejudicial, as diaphoretics and laxatives were ufeful. 

“ A cautious difcrimination between it and other difeafes ap- 


pearing fporadically at the fame time, fhould moft certainly be 


kept in view ; for where it proves ‘thus compounded, the method 
of cure muft alfo vary; and more or lefs of the inflammatory 
diathefis prevailing, may lead to miftakes with refpedt to the 
genuine nature of the difeafe. Not only the weather, fituation, 
and conftitution, but intercurrent difeafes, all unite to vary the 
appearance of the epidemic; to all of thefe the cautious and 
prudent practitioner ought ftridtly to attend. | | 

“ Pediluvium determines alfo to the furface, encourages a ‘larger 
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fhare of the blood fromthe head and fuperior parts to the lower, 
is generally followed by fleep, relieves delirium, moderates the 
cough, and removes ficknefs at the ftomach, from the great fym- 
pathy between this organ and all parts of the body, but efpecially 
with the furface. Hence I frequently ordered it, and with advan- 
tage; but at firft I was timid, confidering the difeafe of a more 
inflammatory nature than a little practice taught me it was. L 
therefore never fuffered the patient to fit in the water above a few 
minutes; but from its inducing a quiet night’s reft, and being often 
foilowed by a gentle diaphorefis, when affifted with a few drops of 
antimonial wine, 1 continued it in many cafes to near half an 
hour; taking care not to keep the water at fo high a degree of 
heat as to create too much ftimulus, and produce an increafed 
action in the arterial fyftem. ‘This is another remedy, power- 
ful in producing different, and even oppofite effe@s, according to 
the mode of its application, as is well known to practitioners.” 
Dr. Hamilton fays nothing of blifters, as he had: feldom occafion 
to ufethem. Others, he fays, often triedthem with good effet, 
where vertigo or delirium occurred, or where the breathing was 
difficult. | 
“ Of the dark,” he fays,  pra€titioners in various parts found 
the bark ufeful. I doubt not but it was where the difeafé put on 
more of the appearance of an intermittent or remittent, and 
where it was accompanied with fymptoms of putrefcency ; which 
feveral affirmed it to be. : In low fituations, fuch as the fenny 
parts of Cambridgefhire and Lincolnfhire, where fevers from 
marfh effluvia are endemic, the bark, and antifeptics, and tonics, 
muit be more requifite than in drier fituations; but I forbear 
offering any farther remarks on the method of cure; for the 
reafon I omitted mentioning the other concomitant fymptoms.”” 
An account of the contagious catarrh, as it appeared in Ame- 
rica, is given in the Memoirs of the Medical Society of London, 
vol. IV. p. 434. | } 
Although the epidemic we have defcribed in thefe pages may 
be looked upon as of little confequence, being often mild, and 
Yeldom fatal, if not improperly treated, cither by bleeding, or by 
‘the ufe of heating medicines, or by negleét, yet its caufes, pro- 
grets, and mode of attack, may certainly be deemed worthy the 
place we have afhgned it in this work; without which, indeed, 
our obiervations on catarrh would have been incomplete. 
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Grnus XLI. DYSENTERIA. 
. | The DysENTERY. 


— Dyfenteria, Sauv. gen. 248. Lin. 191. Vog. 107. Sag. 183. 
Hofm. UL rg1.  funck. 70. on te 
1, Defcription.] The dyfentery is a difeafe in which the patient 
has frequent ftools, accompanied with much griping, and follow- 
ed by a tenefmus. ‘The ftools, though frequent, are generally in 
{mall quantity ; and the matter voided is chiefly mucus, fometimes 
mixed with blood. At the fame time the natural feces feldom 
appear, and when they do it is generally ina compact and harden- 
ed form, often under the form of fmall hard fubftances known by 
the name of /eybale. "his difeafe occurs efpecially in fummer 
and autumn,’at the fame time with autumnal intermittent and re- 
mittent fevers; and with thefe it is often complicated. It comes 
on fometimes with cold fhiverings, and other fymptoms of 
pyrexia; but more commonly the fymptoms of the topical affec- 
tion appear firft. The belly is coftive, with an unufual flatulence 
- in the bowels. Sometimes, though more rarely, fome degree of 
- diarrhoea is the firft appearance. -In moft cafes the difeafe begins 
with griping, and a frequent inclination to go to ftool. In in- 
duiging this, little is voided, but fome tenefmus attends it. By 
degrees the {tools become more frequent, the griping more fevere, 
and the tenefmus more confiderable. With thefe fymptoms there 
is a lofs of appetite, and frequently fickneis, naufea, and vomiting, 
alfo affecting the patient. At the fame time there is always more 
or lefs of pyrexia prefent. It is fometimes_of the remittent kind, 
and obferves a tertian period -—Sometimes the pyrexia 1s mani-. 
feftly inflammatory, and very often of a putrid kind. ‘Thefe fe- 
brile {tates continue to accompany the difeafe during its whole 
courfe, ¢fpecially when it terminates foon in a fatal manner. In 
other cafes, the febrile ftate almoft entirely difappears, while the 
_ proper dyfenteric fymptoms remain for a long time after. In the 
courfe of the difeafe, whether for a fhorter or a longer time, the 
‘rnatter voided by ftool is very various. Sometimes it is merely a. 
mucous matter without any blood, exhibiting that difeafe which is 
named by fome the muorbus mucofus, and by others the dyfenteria 
alba. For the moft part, however, the mucus difcharged 1s more 
or lefs mixed with blood. This fometimes appears only in ftreaks 
among the mucus; but at other times is more copious, giving a 
tinét to the whole; and upon fome occafions a pure and unmixed 
blood is voided in confiderable ‘quantity. In other refpetts, the 
matter voided is variouily changed in colour and confiftence, and 
is commonly of a Strong and unufually fetid odour. It is probable, 
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that fometimes a genuine pus is voided, and frequently a putrid 
fanies, proceeding from gangrenous parts. ‘There. are very often 
mixed with the liquid matter fome films of a membranous appear 
ance, and frequently fome fmall mafles of a feemingly febaceous 
matter. While the ftools voiding theie various matters are, in 

many inftances, exceedingly frequent, it is feidom that natural, 

feeces appear in them ; and when they do appear, it is, as we have 
faid, in the form of fcybala, that.is, in fomewhat hardened fepa= 
rate balls. When thefe are voided, whether by the efforts of 
natureor as folicited by art, they procure a remiflion of all the 
fymptoms, and more eipecially of the frequent ftools, griping, 
and tenefmus, | ; 

_ Accompanied with thefe circumftances, the difeafe proceeds for 
a longer or a fhorter time. When the pyrexia attending it is of 
a violent inflammatory kind, and more efpeciaily when it is of 
a very putrid nature, the difeafe often terminates fatally in a very 
few days, with all the marks of a fupervening gangrene. When 
the febrile ftate is more moderate, or difappears altogether, the 
difeafe is often protracted for weeks, and even for months; but, 
even then, after a various duration, it often terminates fatally, and 
generally in confequence of a return and confiderable aggravaticn 
of the inflammatory and putrid flates. In fome cafes the difeafe 

-> .ceafes fpontaneoully; the frequency of flools, the griping, and 
tenef{mus, gradually diminifhing, while natural ftools return.. In 
other cafes, the difeafe, with moderate fymptoms, continues long, 
and ends in a diarrhoga, fometimes accompanied with lenteric 
fymptoms. Ah, ui | 

. 2. Caufes, &c.] The remote caufes of this difeafe have been 
variouily judged of. It generally arifes in fummer or autumn, 

after confiderable. heats have prevailed for fome time, and efpe- 
cially after very warm and at the fame time very dry itates of the 
weather; and the difeafe is much more frequent in warm than in 
cooler climates. It happens, therefore, in the fame circumftances 
and feafons which confiderably affect the ftate of the bile in the 
human body: but the cholera is often without any dyfenteric 
fymptoms, and copious difcharges. of bile have been found to 
relieve the fymptoms of dyfentery; {fo that it is difficult to deter- 

_mine what connection the difeafe has with the ftate of. the bile. 

It has been obferved, that the effluvia from very putrid animal- 
fubftances readily affect the alimentary canal, and, upon oceafion, 
they certainly produce a diarrhoga; but whether they ever pro- 
duce a genuine dyfentery, is not certain. | 

The dyfentery does often manifeftly arife from the application 
of cold, but the difeafe is always contagious ; and, by the propa- 
gation of fuch contagion, independent of cold, or other exciting 
caufes, it becomes epidemic in camps and other places. _ It is, 

VOL. Il, foo aie ‘ : 


\ 


Bre) DYSENTERY. 


‘therefore, to be doubted if the application of cold ever produces 
the difeafe, unlefs where the fpecific contagion has been previoufly 
received into the body ; and, upon the whole, it is probable that a 
fpecific contagion is to be, confidered as being always the remote 
caufe of this difeafe. ! 

Whether this contagion, like many others, be of a permanent 
nature, and only fhews its effets in certain circumftances which 
render it active, or if it be occafionally produced, we cannot de- 
termine. Neither, if the latter fuppofition be received, can we 
fay by what means it may be generated. As little do we know 
any thing of its nature, confidered in itfelf ; or at moft only this, 
that, in common with many other contagions, it is very often 
fomewhat of a putrid nature, and capable of inducing a putref- 

cent tendency in the human body. This, however, does not at all. 
explain the peculiar effect of inducing thofe fymptoms which 
properly and eflentially conftitute dyfentery. Of thefe fymptoms 
the proximate caufe is: ftill obicure. The common opinion has 
been, that the difeafe depends upon an acrid matter thrown upon 
or fomehow generated in the inteflines, exciting their periftaltic 
motion, and thereby producing the frequent itools which occur 

‘in this difeafe. But this fuppofition cannot be adopted; for, in 
all the inftances known, of acrid fubftances applied to the intef-, 
tines, and producing frequent ftools, they at the fame time pro- 
duce copious ftools, as might be expected from acrid fubftances 
applied to any length of the inteftines. This, however, is not 
the cafe in dyfentery, in which the ftools, however frequent, are 
gencrally in very {mall quantity, and fuch as may be fuppofed to 
proceed from the lower parts of the rectum only. With refpect 
to the fuperior portions of the inteftines, and particularly thole of 
the colon, it is probable they are under a preternatural and con- 
fiderable degree of conftriction: for, as we have faid above, the 
natural feces are feldom voided 5 and when they are, it is in a 
form which gives reafon.to fuppofe they have been long retained - 
in the cells of the colon, and confequently that the colon had 
been affeCted with a preternatural conftriclion, This is confirm- ~ 
ed by almoft all the diffeGtions which have been made of the 
bodies of dyfentexic patients ; in which, when gangrene had not _ 
entirely deftroyed the texture and form of the parts, large por~ 
tions of the great guts have been found affected with a very con- 
fiderable conttriGtion. . sath 

The proximate caufe of dyfentery, or at leaft the chief part of 
the proximate caufe, feems to confift in a preternatural con{tric-, 
tion of the colon, occafioning, atthe fame time, thofe fpa{modic 
efforts which are felt in fevere gripings, and which efforts, pro- 
pagated downwards to the rectum, occafion there the frequent 
mucous {tools and tenefmus.. But whether this explanation fhall 
be admitted or not, it will {till remain certain, that hardened feces, 
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retained in the colon, are the caufes of the griping, frequent 
ftools, arid tenefmus; for the evacuation ef thelefaces, whether’ 
by nature or by art, gives relief from the fymptoms mentioned ; 
and it will be more fully and ufefully confirmed by this, that the 
moft immediate and fuccefsful cure of dyfentery is obtain-d by 
an early and conftant attention to the preventing the contrition, 
and the frequent ftagnation of feces in the colon. : 

3. Cure.]. In the early periods of this difeafe, the objects 
chiefly to be aimed at are the following: The difcharge of acrid 
matter depofited in the alimentary canal; the counteracting the 
influence of this matter when it cannot be evacuated’; the ob- 
viating the effets refulting from fuch acrid matter as can neither 
be evacuated nor deftroyed; and, finally, the prevention of any 
further feparation and difpofition of fuch matter in the alimen- 
tary canal.. In’ the more advanced periods of the difeafe, the 
principal objeéts are, the giving a proper defence to the inteftines 
again{t irritating caufes; the diminution of morbid fenfibility of 
the inteftinal camal; and the reftoration of due vigour to the 
_ fyftem in general, but to the inteftines in particular. 

The moft eminent of our late practitioners, and of greateft 
experience in this difeafe, feem to be of opinion, that it is to be 
cured moft effectually by purging affiduoufly employed. The 
means may be various, but the moit gentle laxatives are ufually 
fuficient; and, as the medicine muft be frequently repeated, 
thefe are the moft fafe, more-efpecially as an inflammatory ftate fo 
frequently accompanies the dileafe. Whatever laxatives produce 
am evacuation of natural feces; and a confequent remiffion of the_ 
fymptoms, will be fufficient to effectuate the cure. But if, the 
gentle laxatives fhall not produce the evacuations’ now-mentioned, 

fomewnat more powerful muft be employed; and Dr. Cullen has 
‘found nothing more proper or convenient than tartar emetic, 
given in {mall dofes, and at fuch intervals as may determine its 
operation to be chiefly by ftool. Anantimonial, at one time con- 
fidered as an almoft infallible remedy forthis difeate, is the vitrum 
antimmit ceratum, but it is excéptionable from the uncertainty and 
violerice of its operation; and perhaps the fafeft and bett pur- 
gatives are the neutral falts (No. 119.), particularly thofe con- 
taining foffil alkali, fuch as the foda vitriolata, tartarifata, or 
phofphorata. Rhubarb, fo frequently employed, is, he thinks, in 
feveral ref{pects, amongft the moft unfit purgatives; and indeed, 
from its aitringent quality, it is exceptionable at the commence- 
ment of the aifeCtion, unlefs it be conjoined with fomething to 
render its operation more brifk, fuch as calomel. 

Vomiting has been held a principal remedy in this difeafe ; 
and may be ufefully employed in the beginning, with a view to 
both the fate of the ftomach and the fever, but it is not necef- 
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fary to repeat it often; and unlefs the emetics employed operate 
alfo by ftool, they are of little fervice.. Ipecacuanha is by no 
means a fpecific; and it proves only ufeful when fo managed as 
to operate chiefly by ftool. Dr. Saunders combines emetics and 
purgatives thus : 

(No. 227.) RK Inful. fennz fimpl. 3v. 
ay ' Kah: tartar. 3}. 
Antim. tartar. gr. 1. 
Solve ut fiat Mift, cathart. Sumantur cochlearia iy. quolibet 
trihorio, donec venter rite folutus fuerit. 

For relieving the conftri€lion of the colon, and evacuating the 
tetained fieces, clyfters (No. 34. or No. 89.) may fometimes be 
ufeful; but they are feldom fo effectual as laxatives given by the 
mouth 3 .and acrid clyfters, if they be not effectual in evacuating 
the colon, may /prove hurtful by ftimulating the rectum, too 
much. aa tae . 

The frequent and fevere griping attending this difeafe, leads 
almoft neceffarily to the ufe of opiates, and they are very effec- 
tual for thé purpofe of relieving from the gripes; but, by occa- 
fioning an interruption of the {mall inteftines, they favour the 
conftriction of the colon, and thereby aggravate the difeafe; and 
if, at the fame time, the ufe of them fuperfede in any meafures 
the employing purgatives, it is doing much mifchief; and the 
neglect of purging feems to be the only thing which renders the 
ufe of opiates very neceflary. The union of opium with purga- 
tives may however be proper in fome cafes, 

(No. 228.) BR Pind. rhubarb. vinos. 3}. 

Kali preepe gr. 1]. 

Tings. opii gutt. x. ad xx. 
Aq. Menth. pip. Zifs. M. fat Hauftus. 

When the gripes are both frequent and fevere, they may fome- 
times be relieved by the employment of the femicupium, or by 
fomentation of the abdomen continued for fome time. Vide for- 
mule (No. 116. and No. 321.) In the fame cafe, the pains may 
be relieved, and the conftri€tion of the colon may be taken_off, by 
blifters applied to the lower belly. : PPE A 

At the beginning of this difeafe, when the fever is any-way 
' confiderable, blood-letting, in patients of tolerable vigour, ma 
be proper and neceflary; and, when the pulfe is full and hard, 
with other fymptoms of an inflammatory difpofition, blood-letting 
ought to be repeated. But, as the fever attending dyfentery is 
often of the typhoid kind, or does, in the courfe of the difeafe, 
beceme foon of that nature, blood-letting mutt be cautioufly em- 
ployed. ter ; 

Dr. Fordyce defcribes the treatment of dyfentery in the follow- 
ing way: He fays evacuation by bleeding is detrimental in 
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' dyfentery, except when it is the natural cure of a phlegmonous in- 


flammation of the inteftines, and attended with hardnefs, fullnefs, 
and ftrength of the pulfe. | 

The prime vie are to be cleared both of the feculent matter 
and fluids fecreted into them; thefe, as in all cafes of increafed 
fecretion where the glands are inflamed, being very apt to ftimu- 
late and putrefy. | 

When the {tomach is much affected, an emetic is to be exhibit- 
ed; and it ought to be managed in the fame manner as has been 

_directed in fevers, as we with it here alfo to exert its relaxing 
power, and throw the circulation upon the fkin. 

A purgative is alfo to be given, and we fhould choofe that 
which acts principally by increafing the periftaltic motion of the 
inteftines, as it is not a greater fecretion which is’required, but 
an evacuation of the matters already contained. Although rhu- 
barb does not purge fo copiouily, yet, as it clears the prime via, it 
is preferable to moft others. We rather choofe therefore to con- 
tinue to employ it with the older phyficians, than give it up,as fome 
late praCtitioners have done, not confidering the above intention, 
nor the progrefs of the difeafe after its operation, but merely the 
copioufnefs of the evacuation. It may be given as in (No. 145.) 
_ While the difeafe continues, it is to be repeated frequently for 
the fame purpofe, and alfo to prevent any thing being retained in 
the upper part of the inteftines, where the periftaltic motion is 
now going on too flowly. | 

After the operation of the purgative, we are to endeavour to 
throw the circulation on the exterior parts of the body by re- 
laxants. alae 
(No. 229.) K Pulv. Ipecac. gr. i. ad gr. ij. 

Vel KR Sacchar. Alb. gr. v. 
Antim. Tartar. gr. $ ad gr. {%. 
Ft. Pulv. Capt. quaque hora. 

The inteftines are at the fame time to be defended by mucila- 
ginous medicines, and the fecretion checked by gentle aftrin- ~ 
gents. ; aes 
(No. 230.) K Gum. Arabici 33}. | 

Solv. in Aq. Hord. T6ij. Adde 
Syr. Limon. 3ij. | 
Bibat pro potu. 


(No. 231.) RK Aq. Font. tbij. 


Corn, Cerv. calc. et praep. 33]. wl 
ee Gum. Arab. 3ij. 
~~ Coque, ut Gum. folvatur, et bibat poculum frequenter. 
Mucilaginous clyfters (as No. 105., &c.) take off the ftimulus 
arifing from attempts to evacuation, when little or nothing is con- 
tained in the lower part. of the inteftines; which f{timulus is: 
fometimes the fole caufe of the continuance of the difeafe. | 
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When inje&ed every eight or twelve hours, they are now and 
then fufficient for the cure; and are in all cafes ufeful. $ 
- It is alfo of confiderable ufe to avoid, as much as poffible, any 
~ attempt to go to ftool ; and if there be forenefs about the anus, it 
fhould be rubbed with unguent. fimplex, or any other exprefied oil 
that is juft fluid in the heat of the body. Or if the other fymp- 
toms are greatly diminifhed, and this continues, an opiate may be 
added to the mucilage in the clyfter. . be 

Stimulants applied externally to the belly have been found ufe- 
ful in relieving the pain. | 
(No. 232.) R Sp. Vin. Rectif. Zviij. 

, Ol. Menthe gy. 
_ Sapon. Venet. 3%. Solve. | 
Ventri applicentur lintea calida, linimento hocce madefacta, ter 
quaterve indies. 
Vel (No. 233.) XX Empl. com. Zij. 
Ol. Sem. Carui 31). 
| Gam. Galb. 3}. he 
Ft. Empl. fuper alutam exténdendum, et abdomini applicandum. 
Interdum additur Opii 3}. ete 

At the fame time the patient fhould be kept in as pure air as 
pofible, provided that it be always moderately warm, and that he 
be not expofed at any time to cold, efpecially in thole circum- 

“ftances in which it is moft liable to affe@t the fyftem. == 

The food ought to confift of preparations of farinaceous vege- 
table fubftances. 

If, notwithftanding the treatment already propofed, the purging 
fhould go on, fo that there is danger to be apprehended from the 
weaknels or irritation, aftringents, and particularly opium, may 
be given along with the other medicines, and from ;to half a 
grain of it may be taken every eight hours; but when they are 
employed at the beginning, efpecially alone, they ftop the fecre- 
tion, but leave the inflammation, and ‘death enfues either from 
the fymptoms of irritation, or now and then from gangrene and 
mortification of the inteftines. . , 

If the difeafe then continues, and the fymptoms of irritation 
are not very violent, the opium is to be exhibited alone, or {pices 
are to be joined to it; or other aftringents may be employed ; 
fuch as, bol 
(No. 234.) Cort. Simarube 3%. 

Coque in Aq. Font. {5 .i8. ad Ti. 

 Colature capt. cochl. ij. tertia quaque hora. 
Vel. (No. 235-) K Extra&. Ligni Campeach. 3ij. ° 
Ft. Pill. xx. Capt. tres vel quatuor fexti quaque hora. 

Or aftringénts, fpices, and opium, may be given together. Or. 
opiates or aftringents neay be added to the mucilaginous clyfters, 
Eut it is to be obferved, that it is the fecretion we with to ftop by . 
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thefe aftringents, and not the evacuation of the matters already 
contained in the inteftines ; for this reafon the purgatives ought 
to be repeated, even during the ufe of the aftringents. 

In recent cafes we may expect the cure to fueceed quickly ; but 
in thofe of longer continuance, a perfeverance in the proper 
remedies is neceflary, efpeciallyif the inteftines thould be inulce- 
rated; and then indeed the difeafe is frequently fatal. 

_ If a dyfentery fhould arife with acute pain, the evacuations 
not being frequent, and the pulfe hard, full, and {trong, as before 
_defcribed, we are to bleed copioufly and repeatedly, and exhibit 
~ purgatives which will produce copious evacuations, fuch as neutral 
falts, and apply fomentations to the abdomen (No. fa) ti tne 
hardnefs of the pulfe and other fymptoms of general and phleg- 
monous inflammation ceafe: afterwards we are to procecd as 
before directed. : 

A dyfentery accompanying a fever is alfo very dangerous, as_ 
either difeafe being cured, the other may continue, and as both 
together may foon weaken and kill. Weare to endeavour to take 
off the fever, by the remedies already pointed out at the beginning 
of a violent one, and afterwards to treat the difeafe as a fimple 
dyfentery, being more cautious in employing altringents. 

After the purging is ftopt, the patient often becomes cottive, 
and if he be fuffered to continue in that ftate for two or three 
days, he is apt to relapfe ; the belly is therefore to be opened by 
bitter purgatives. , i 

After the difeafe is cured, the bark may be employed to reftore. 
the ftrength. It is alfo fometimes of ufe during the purging when 
it has continued long, and the ordinary fymptoms of weaknels 
appear. 

From our account of the nature of this difeafe, it will be fufi- 
ciently obvious, that the ufe of aftringents in the beginning of it 
muft be very pernicious. But although aitringents may be hurt- 
ful at early periods of this affeCtion, yet 1t cannot be denied, that 
where frequent loofe ftools remain after the febrile fymptoms have 
fubfided, they are often of great fervice for diminifhing morbid 
fenfibility, and reftoring due vigour to the inteftinal canal. Ac- 
cordingly, on this ground, a variety of articles have been highly 
celebrated in this affection; among others we may mention the 
quaflia, radix indica lopeziana, verbafcum, -extractum catechu, 
and gum kino, all of which have certainly in particular cafes been 
employed with great advantage. And perhaps alfo, on the fame 
principles, we are to account for the benefit which has been fome- 
times derived from the nux vomica, a remedy highly extolled in 
cafes of dyfentery by fome of the Swedifh phyficians; but thus 
article, it muft be allowed, often proyes very powerful as an eva- 
cuant. Its effets, however, whatever its mode of operation may 
be, are too precarious to allow its ever beixfg introduced into com~ 
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mon practice; and in this country it has, we believe, been but 
very rarely employed. Whether an acrid matter be the original 
caufe of the dyfentery may be uncertain; but, from the indi- 
geftion, and the ftagriation of fluids, which attend the difeafe, 
we may fuppofe that fome acrid matters are conftantly prefent in 
the {ftomach and inteftines; and therefore that demulcents may 
be always ufefully employed. At the fame time, from the confi- 
deration that mild oily matters thrown into the inteftines in confi- 
derable quantity always prove laxative, Dr. Cullen is of opinion, 
_ that the oleaginous demulcents are the moft ufeful. Where, how- 
ever, thefe are not acceptable to thé patient’s tafte, thofe of the 
mucilaginous and farinaceous kind, as the decoctum hordei, potio 
cretacea, &c. are often employed with advantage. 

As this difeafe is fo often of an inflammatory or of a putrid na- 
ture, it is evident that the diet-employed in it fhould be vegetable 
and acefcent.’ Milk, in its entire ftate, is of doubtful quality in 
many cafes; but even fome portion of the cream is often allow= 
able, and whey is always proper. In the firft ftages of the dif- 
eafe, the fweet and {nbacid fruits ‘are allowable, and even pro- 
per- It is in more advanced ftages only that any morbid acidity 
feems to prevail in the ftomach, and to require fome referve in 
the ufe of acefcents. At the beginning of the difeafe abforbents 
feem to be fuperfluous ; and, by their aftringent and feptic powers, — 
they may be hurtful; but in after periods they are often of ad- 
vantage. 4a, 

4. Treatment in hot climates.} So much for this difeafe as it exifts 
in Europe’; but its attacks are witneffed in a far greater degree by 
medical men who practife'in the tropical climates, efpecially on 
military or naval fervice. Many have defcribed the difeafe and 
its treatment under thele circumftances, but little has been fug- 
gefted_ beyond the application of the remedies already propofed in 
different {tates of combination. From this fuppofed want of ori- 
ginality, however, we have great pleafure in fhewing an excep- 
tion in the excellent remarks on this fubje&t by Dr. Mofeley. 

“Phe immediate caufes of all difeafes,” fays he, “ well un- 
derftood and properly confidered, point to their cure. It was an 
obfervation of the iluftrious Sydenham, that, poffeffing this know- 
ledge, and a correct hiftory ofa difeafe, he never was at a lofs to 
prefcribe a fuitable remedy for it; and that he always proceeded 
with caution until thefe circumftances were afcertained.* 

The diforder in queftion has been, I believe, more confi- 
dered from its effects, remote and concurring caufes, than from 
its immediate caufe: hence we may account for the inefficacy of 
the various attempts to cure it. aay yr 

*¢ The pen of writers has done little more in the dyfentery than 
record the times and places when and where it proved moft fatal, 
the appearance it put on, its fymptoms, its -devaftation, variety 
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of modes of treatment that had no certain fuccefs, now and then 
a remarkable cafe, and the phenomena difcovered on difleQing 
the dead. | ith 

** ‘The great author above mentioned, following nature as an 
unerring guide, never ftopped at effects, neither did he be- 
wilder himfelf in the fearch of thofe caufes of difeafes that are not 
cognizable by our fenfes, but proceeded on to fuch as are imme-. 
diate or conjund, and obferved and affifted the means employed 
by nature to relieve herfelf ftruggling under the oppreflion of dif- 
eafe ; or fubftituted a fafer and better method, when hers was 
dangerous or ineffectual. To this principle the world is indebted 
for that ineftimable work, which can only perifh with it; a work 
founded on a bafis applicable to all climes, that ftands as the pal- 
ladium of phyfic againft the fuperftitious errors of the middle ages, 
and the ingenious chimeras of later times. 

» “ He difcovered the dyfentéry to be a fever of the feafon, or 
of its own kind, turned inwards upon the inteftines. ‘ Febrem 
eum bffe fui feilicet generis, in inteftina introverfayt.” P. 182. And 
yet his fucceflors have made but little farther ufe of this excellent 
aphorifm than quoting it, as their rules laid down for treating the 
difeafe fuliciently prove. ° 

*€ In the courie of my experience in the ef Indies, and from 
every account I have been able to procure in that part. of the 
world, I have invariably found the trath of Sydenham’s opinion 3 
and have remarked, that as the flux conforms by the number of 
{tocls, and by its rapidity, to the degree, fo it does to the flate 
of the fever, of the feafon, when it prevails ; the ftools being more 
frequent, and all fymptoms more aggravated, at thofe hours when 
the current févers are in their exacerbation, and the reverfé when 
thoie fevers are in their remiffion; befides, the alternate fuccef- 
fion of one difeafe to another, I have frequently obferved. Nor 
can it be doubted that this fever of the inteftines, like moft others, 
is cauled by obffrucied per{piration ; not confined to cold, hot, wet, 
or dry feafons, particular food, water, liquors, or fruit; but chiefly 
depending on fome fecret influence in the atmofphere, or on-fud- 
den tranfitions of the air, and fuch other caufes as expofe people 
to have perfpiration haftily ftopped.” ~ | | 

Dr. Mofeley, though well aware of all that has been written on 
the remote, predifpofing, and proximate caufes of dyfentery, and 
of the great ftrefs laid on heat and moifture, putrid ferments, in- 
fection, &c. aflerts, neverthelefs, that there -has been too much 
attention employed on thefe vague and uncertain circumftancesy 
while the immediate caufe has e{caped unnoticed. 

** As I have conftantly pra€ifed,” fays the doStor, “ in the 
opinion that an epidemical dyfentery is a fever of the inteftines, 
and that this fever is univerfally caufed by the obftruted perfpira- 
tion being determined there; fo I have univerfally found it relieved 
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by turning back that difcharge to its natural channel: nor have I 
often found difficulty in removing it fpeedily, when taken in the 
_ beginning of the difeafe. : 

“ The commion and fatal practice of attacking the diforder in 
the bowels, with opiates and aftringents, is but aggravating the 
effect (which at firft is irritation and diftenfion of the metfaraic 
veflels), while the cau/e is entirely neglected. 

“‘ Some phyficians recommend ipecacuanha in fmall dofes, 
united with philonium, or opium; others a courte of ipecacu- 
anha in flages of the difeafe, when the inflammatory fymptoms 
are ever. ‘The good effeéts from ipecacuanha are attributed fome- 
times to its anti{fpafmodic power, fometimes to its purging, and 
fometinies to its aftringent quality. But, with deference to thefe 
opinions, which have been numeyous, ! believe with Freind, that. 
ipecacuanha increafes the tendency of the humours to the fiin ; 
and therein confifts its ufe in fluxes. — 

“ Tt will occur to every praCtitioner(as my recommendation is the 
ufe of fudorifics), that I mean a careful continued courfe of them, 
to keep up a fweat in extent proportioned to the violence of the 
difeafe; and not the trifling’ way of giving them in fmall dofes, 
whilft the patient is expofed, and their operation neglected. It 
will occur alfo, that the fudorific-employed mutt be fuitable to 
the nature of the flux, the flage of it, and the habit of the pa- 
tient. : 

‘¢ When I propofe a method for the cure of this difeafe by a 
courfe of fudorifics, I am aware of no objection that can poflubly 
attend the novelty of the doctrine ; excepting that it wants the 
fanétion of the fathers of phyfic, and has to oppofe the errors and 
prejudices of cuftom. But fa&ts muft fupport it, where this dif- 
-eafe is moft formidable, from the important confideration, that 
fuccefs in war, the fafety of pofleffions, and the protection of 
commerce, depend on the prefervation of foldiers and failors, 
among whom the flux has ever been found to make the moft 
dreadful havock in the Eaft and Weft Indies, and on all fervice 
in hot climates. Honig’ 

“ Though I have had a fucceflion of opportunities in my pri- 
vate practice, fince the year 1768, to prove the extent of the doc- 
trine I advance; I have alfo had many opportunities to prove its 
efficacy in that degree of dyfentery which is no-where to be feen 
but 3” military camps and garrifons ; for which reafon I fhall il- 
luftrate the fubje&t with a fhort account of the bloody flux, as it 
raged among the troops in Jamaica, in April, 1780, and particu- 
larly in the cainp at Caftile Fort, with the method that I followed 
in the treatment. id 

« This flux will appear to want almoft all the ufually-con- 
ceived remote caufes of a dyfentery; but it will be found, with 
the immediate one, common to all. 
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« The ftate of the hurtan frame for fome time prior to the 
above period, underwent a multitude of diurnal tranfitions, from 
the abfence or prefence of a violent fea-breeze. The weather 
was now remarkably dry, hot for thé feafon of the year, and at 
times fultry. It was impoflible to ufe the leaft exercife without 
being heated ; and it was almoft impoffible to get heated without 
being immediately chilled by the breeze *. 3 

** It.1s the foldier’s life to be much expofed, and it is his cuf- 
tom to be carelefs of himfelf. When he is fatigued or heated, he 
haftens to cool himfelf in the breeze or night-air, and perhaps 
throws off his clothes, and often lies down and fleeps in that con- 
dition. If he is wet, he dries his clothes, linen, and fkin, toze- 
ther. By thefe means, perfpiration, the great fountain of health 
in hot climates, is fuddenly ftopped, and febrile ftriGiures occupy 
the whole furface of the body. | 

‘* A flux following thefe data muft diftinguith itfelf. by an in- 
flammatory diathefis, and its progrefs will confequently be rapid. 

“The general /ymptoms were a chilnefs in the beginning, fuc- 
ceeded by feverith heats; gripings, and frequent {mall motions; 
ficknefs of the ftomach, and fometimes retchings ; copious purging 
foon followed, with green, brown, or yellow watery {tools ; thele 
were now mixed with or fucceeded by great difcharges of blood; 
feveral ounces of pure arterial blood were voided in a ftream 
every half hour or hour; and fome patients bled to death in this 
manner. ‘The ftools varied in foctor and appearance, according 
to the periods of the difeafe, -and as they were more or lefs re- 
tained. A confiderable degree of fever brought on the difeafe, 
and accompanied it with fome; with others but little. Small 
bloody flimy ftools continually haraffed the patient in the laft 
flages, particularly at nights. ‘The tongue was greatly furred, 
and fometimes of a brown or black colour. Aphthe appeared but 
feldom, Thisis the general account of thofe who experienced the 
violence of the difeafe, and furvived the firft week; but many 
who were feized at the fetting in of the flux that {pring perithed 
in three or four days. 

«° ‘The curative indications are to cleanfe. the inteftines, and to 
caufe a revulfion to the furface of the body.. When the difeafe 
is rapid, the cure depends on performing thefe things as {peedily 
as poflible. ‘t : 

** Experience having fhewn that the common methods and 
medicines hitherto ufed fall far fhort, in violent dyfenteries, of 
obtaining the important point of revulfion in proper time, and 


_* When the breeze is violent, and what is called fery, it checks perfpir- 
ation, when people are expofed to it, in an inactive fituatien, making the © 
fkin dry and parched, and caufing a feverifh fenfation. 
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fupporting it, the practice will {till be deficient, if we cannot find 
means adequate to thefe purpofes. 

«© The inductive confiderations are to bleed whenever it can be 
done with fafety; to cleanfe the prime vie 5 to cheek the impetus 
with which the circulation is determined on the inteftines, .dif- 
tending and burfting the coats of the diftributing branches of the 
mefenteric arteries; to remove the fpafm from the vefiels of 


’ the furface of the body, and to caufe a diverfion there. All 


thefe muft be done Anal a a that the revulfion me: be éf- 
feGtual. 


- § Bleeding being an operation of great confequence in the flux, 
the cure is generally begun with it, repeating it as the fymptoms 


authorife. There are but few inftances where it may not fafely 
be done in the beginning of the difeafe; obferving only © on 
que atas fit, fed que vires fint*™? ‘Lhe neceflity i is obvious, where 
the patient is plethoric, with much fever, full pulfe, and, fevere 
ails. 

“ After bleeding, a vomit of ipecacuanha is to be given, which’ 
commonly relieves the ftomach from a load of acid, poraceous, 
bilious impurities. . But our great expectation from vomiting is, 


that its a€tion on the mufecular fibres of the ftomach forees open 


the extreme arterial capillaries, forwards the circulation ‘to the 


- furface of the body, and induces a fweat. ‘This, the invariable 
effe& of vomits, has not been noticed by the ancients; and has 


never been by the moderns applied to the end I propofe in the 
cure of inteftinal difeafes. An opiate, after its operation, is ne- 
ceflary. 

“ After the vomit and opiate, it is proper to empty the bowels, 
but with caution, in cafe the patient be weak; and in fuch a man- 


ner as not to increafe the determination of the blood there, and- 


divert it from the furface; for then we fhould lofe the ground 
gained by the vomit, and counteraét our principal defign.. An 
antimonial that aéts much upon the fkin, and purges at the fame 
time, is what I always afe? 

“ The prime vie being cleanfed, and the’ révulfion begun, it 
muift be fupported by fudorifics, that the difeafe may be thrown 
off by fweat. This will be effe€ted by uniting an opiate with a 
diaphoretic, and adminiftering it as occafion requires. Laudanum 
and antimonial wine otitis is a medicine that caufes-little or no 
irritation, and is a pleafant and certain diaphoretic. It is gene- 
rally neceflary in the flux, when a {weat is intended by antimonial 


or other emetic medicines, in {mall dofes, to add laudanum, ta 
take off their irritation; by which means their dofes and effects 
may be prsatly extended. fs et, , 


* Celf. Lib. II. Cap. re. 
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The doctor fpeaks of James’s Powder as admirably calculated 
to aniwer the firft intentions in the treatment of dyfentery, fince 
it pofleffes this great advantage, that though it effetually cleanfes 
the prime vie, if properly given, it never fails at the fame time 
to excite a plentiful fweat; and it is this double operation, he 
thinks, that renders it preferable to other emetics. 

© When the diaphorefis is begun,” fays Dr. Mofeley, “ 1 
cover my patient, if a foldier, with a blanket, and take care 
that the wind is not admitted dire€tly upon him. I do not fuf- 
fer him to uncover himfelf, but order whatever he wants to be 
brought to him; and fupply him copioufly with warm barley- 
water, mint, fage, balm, or oatmeal tea; and now and then 
give him a bafon of gruel, or thin flour pap, with a {peonful 
or two of good found white wine in it, as free as poflible from 
acidity. ' ! 

*¢ ‘When the fudorific procefs has been fuccefsfully continued, 
all the fymptoms grow milder; and if the patient break out in a- 
rafh, or efflorefcent eruptions, or boils, the difeafe will foon be 
removed. 

___ “ Should it be objected, that uncovering and expofing the pa- 

tient while fweating, when he rifes to go to ftool, is an inconve- 
niency which militates againft my doétrine, I anfwer, that where 
there are proper attendants and utenfils, ‘the patient need not be 
expofed, nor move from his bed; and that, when once a com- 
plete and univerfal fweat is raifed, the neceflity for expoling the 
patient at all will foon be at an end, as the difeafe fometimes fud-_ 
denly difappears. © 

“< In the Weft Indies, in the prefence of feveral of the officers 
of different regiments, who were defirous to be {pectators of a 
fact fo interefting to the army, a foldier has been taken in the 
worft condition of the difeafe, with blood running from him 
as in an hemorrhage from a wound, and in the utmoft agony; I 
have given him three grains of the common glafs of antimony, 
finely prepared, and made into a fmall pill. ‘This’ perhaps has 
operated upwards and downwards; but, in promoting its opera- 
tion to the fkin, thofe other operations ceafed, and a violent fweat 
has enfued; which was kept up by warm herb teas, and now 
and then. {mall dofes of laudanum, which may always be given 
with fafety, and without any of its ufual inconveniences, while 
the’ patient is fweating, which is a fa& worthy the attention of 
practitioners. Even the firft ftool, after the {weating has been 
taifed, has been lefs bloody, and the third or fourth frequently 
{carcely tinged. Such is the power of revuifon. : 

“ If the flux continue obftinate, and the {weats do not go on 
kindly, it will not only be requifite to carry off the morbific hu-. 
mours by a dofe of the antimonial purgative, but repeated vomits 
of ipecacuanha are to be given. In this cafe the circulation has 
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not been enough diverted from the inteftines to produce a full and 
fufficient diaphorefis: it is therefore neceflary to give a frefh im- 
pulfe to the fibres by the a€tion of vomiting ; for, in vomiting, 
the action of the ftomach, and the contraction of the abdo- 
minal vifcera, force the blood to the furface, and upper parts of 
the body. uae aaa 

« Another caufe of obftinacy in the flux is indurated faces, 
lodged in the inteftines; and though the patient fhall have been 
repeatedly purged, and taken nothing but fluids during his ilnefs, 


it is amazing what /cyba/a, or lumps of excrement, will fometimes _ 


be brought away, by a repetition of the antimonial purgative, after 
an interval of feveral days: for which reafon, when the fweats 


have been plentiful, the pulfe moderate, and the flux ftill conti-. 


nucs, we may fufpedt this to be the cafe.” 

‘The extraordinary appearance of thefe balls of excrement hav- 
ing induced fome writers.to differ concerning their caufe and 
component parts, the doctor beftows fome obfervations on their 
miftakes. He then proceeds thus: 

“‘ I purfue the method I have related,” fays he, “ regulating 


it as occafion may require, or particular occurrences fuggeft, © 


until the patient is in a condition for bark, and other tonics and 


corroborants. ' . 
“ The flux will continue troublefome in fome fubjeéts from 
mere weaknefs and relaxation of the veffels, without any material 
gripings, or feverith fymptoms: here I never hefitate to give bark, 
with fnake-root-and wine. ) 
“‘ In all complaints of the bowels, particularly in the dyfentery, 


bark fhould never be given in fubftance; it caufes irritations and 


gripings, and either brings back the difeafe, or fills the patient 
with obftru€tions: a ftrong decoCtion, therefore, is ever to be 
preferred. | bye 

“ As the flux is always increafed at the approach of night, fo, 
for fome time after it has abated, the pulfe quickens, and the pa- 
tient grows feverifh in the evening. This is an admonition 
that we fhould defift from bark, and give a gentle diaphoretic at 
nights. 

« ‘The remaining acrimony which fometimes keeps up a {mall 
irritation, after every other fymptom is removed, may be correct- 
ed with abforbents, and carried off before the ufe of bark, or at 
any fubfequent period if it fhould recur, with rhubarb and mag- 
nefia, or any mild cathartic. . 

«During the convalefcent ftate of thofe who have been much 
reduced, and to prevent a relapfe, a flannel fhirt or jacket, worn. 
next the fkin, is very beneficial. When the bowels have fudfered 
confiderably by the flux, and cannot recover their tone, but 
from weaknefs are fabje€t to returns of the difeafe, or to diar- 


‘ 


thoea.or tenefmus, on the leaft expofure to cold; a flannel jacket 
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next the fkin will be found almoft a certain remedy and pre- 
ventive. ‘ 

“« It is to be obferved, when the attack is fudden and violent, 
it is often neceflary to overtake the difeafe with opiates and cor- 
dials, before any recourfe to pathological reafoning is to be adopt- 
ed; otherwife the patient may be exhaufted, and funk beyond the 
recovery of medicine.”’ ane 

Here the dodtor exprefles his concern, “ that the aggravated 
fymptoms which return in the morning have not put an end to the 
cuftom, in the army and navy practice, of giving large dofes of 
opium at night. When opium,” Jays he, ‘is given alone, and 
continued for any time after its cordial effects are over, it weakens 
the veffels, injures the nerves, caufes cither a ftrangury, or a pa- 
ralyfis of the bladder, and lowers the powers of life; the hu- 
mours, initead of being diffipated, accumulate in the difeafed 
parts, and, when the conftipation it has created is off, the blood 
rufhes forth with increafed violence, and accelerates the patient’s 
end, : : ! 3 | 

“* Degner fays (in his Hiftory of the Dyfentery at Nimeguen, 
in 1736, page 18), with many of -his patients fhere was an en-. 

‘tire {uppreflion of urine for fix, eight, ten, or fourteen days. 
Several writers mention fuppreflion of urine among the fymptoms 
of this difeafe; but as I have never feen any thing like it occur, 
where opiates or aftringents had not been improperly ufed, I con- 
fider it rather as a fymptom of mifmanagement than of the dif- 
eafe. From opium I have often obferved this effect; and have 
{peedily removed it by increafing perfpiration, and giving 2 cup of 
{trong, clear, good coffee, every few hours. | 

‘In the beginning of the difeafe the inteflines are in a ftate of 
inflammation ; and, in the farther advanced ftate of it, we find 

the mefenteric veflels and glands enlarged and obftructed, the in- 
teftines thickened, their coats tumified, relaxed, abraded, and 
haftening into a ftate of ulceration or fphacelation. Opium, in 
thefe fituations (beyond. which the difeafe is never curable), muft 
increafe and multiply every evil. 

«© ‘The real ufe of opium is to arreft the hurry of the dileafe,- 
to procure time to put fome rational method of cure into execu- 
tion, to take off the irritating property of other medicines, and 
to give them their intended effe&, and to eafe thofe tormina which 

-are fometimes intolerable. Here the matchlefs power of opium 


_ raifes our admiration. 


“* In the preceding hiftory it will appear, that the flux is not 
confined to particular feafons and fituations; that what have been 
commonly confidered as remote caufes, only give the type to the 


~difeafe; and that its general cavfe, producible various ways, is 


obfruéted perfpiration. 
€ ‘The flux that prevailed in Jamaica, in the autumn of the 
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year 1779, was attended with many of thofe caufes that are called 
remote. Auguit, September, October, and the beginning of 
November, weré unufually clofe and fultry, with frequent rains. 
The great difcharge of perfpiration from the rarefaction of the 
blood, in fuch a feafon, relaxes the extremities of the perfpi- 
ratory veflels, and fubje€ts them to fudden fpafnr and collapfhon. 

“ The camp dyfentery, in low, damp, marfhy countries in Eu- 
rope, in the autumnal feafon, has all the concomitants and type 
of a flux in hot climates, after heavy rains ~ fe 

«© There will be lefs difpofition to inflammation, .and the fluids 
will tend more to «a ftate of diffolution ;—yet it is a fever turned _ 
upon the inteflines, for want of a free and regular perfpiration, from, 
the thicknefs and moifture of the atmofphere. The irritation 
thus produced on the bowels foon caufes a violent determina- 
tion of blood; and as the circulation is diminifhed in the vel- 
fels of the furface of the body, it is increafed in thofe of the in- 
teftines. | 

« By this increafed aétion of the arteries, the progrefs of the 
blood is impeded in the minute ramifications of the veffels 5 hence 
extravafation and hemorrhage: an immediate revulfion is there- 
fore neceflary; it muft be extenfive, but fuitable, that there may 
be no mifchief done, by increafing the debility incident to the 
difeafe. te | | Ty ae 

“ Bleeding cannot be performed on every fubject, nor in every 
ftage or condition of a flux; cathartics only cleanfe the affected 
parts; emetics are limited to anfwer particular purpofes; dia- 
phoretics have never been ufed in.a manner or an extent fufficient 
to produce an effe€t; and:the cuftom of expofing patients to par- 
tial currents of cold air, in hot climates, prevents nature from 
doing any thing towards the cure. a 

 Thetype of the difeafe being duly attended to will indicate 
the quantity and nature of the evacuations neceffary to facilitate 
revulfion; and it is fafely and effe@tually completed by a-careful 
continued courfe of /udorifics and dilution, carried on in extent — 
proportioned to the difeafe.”’ :/ edad cy 

“We fhall add to our fele€tions on this important fubject a fhort 
extract from the fecond and third parts of Dr. Mofeley’s Differta- 
tion. Speaking of the fuccefs of this practice at the time of a 
prevailing dyfentery in Jamaica, in the year 1780, he fays: 

‘© In the treatment of the dyfentery (in which, notwithftanding 
the vait numbers that were attacked by it, we did not lofe one 
“man in the acute ftate of the difeafe), whether attended with»fe- 
ver or not, I proceeded with the fudorific procefs, as I had done 
in the fpring. This autumnal flux, like all fluxes that I have feen, 
exerted its influence moft on thofe who were moft expofed to the - 
weather. Axi 4 Sp Seam 

‘¢ Dyfenteries, as well as other diforders, in hot climates, in 


/ 
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autumn, partake more of a putrid than of an inflammatory nature; 


and perfpiration is raifed with lefs difhculty, and with gentler 
medicines, than it is at other times, when the fibres are more 
rigid, and the air more dry and elaftic; for which reafon, mild 
diaphoretics, fuch as antimonial or ipecacuanha wine and lauda« 
num, were ufed in the camp this autumn; and evacuations, par- 
ticularly bleeding, were f{paringly made. Sometimes the fweat 
raifed by the firft vomit of ipecacuanha, aflifted by diluting 
with barley-water, mint, balm, or fage tea, put a ftop to the 
difeafe. ’ 

** I never gave ipecacuanha as a vomit, nor glafs of antimony 
as a purge, in the dyfentery, latterly, in the Weft Indies; but, 
_ previoufly to their operation, I ordered the patient to his bed, 
and difpofed him for fweating. This I found by experience al- 
ways infured that operation on which the cure depends; and 
fometimes carried the whole effet of the medicine off that Ways 
without either vomiting or purging, and with it the difeafe.” 

That this practice is no lefs worthy of being adopted in our 
own climate is evident from the following faéts : 

__ * In London, during winter,” fays Dr. Mofeley, -* a perfon 

had taken a dofe of Glauber’s falt, and the fame evening went into 
a warm bath; after which he returned to his own houfe. In the 
night he was feized with pains in the bowels, and a conftant irri- 
tation to go to ftool. ‘The next day he voided blood, and bloody 
mucus, and had a complete dyfentery. He took chalk julep and 


Jaudanum for two days; but the dymptoms increafing, he had - 


bloody excretions almoft every quarter of an hour,with great ftrain- 
ing, anxiety, laffitude, and fever. Being confulted, I advifed him to 
go to bed, and to take ten grains of James’s powder; to cover 
himfelf well; and to dilute and promote a fweat; and to contie 
nue the fweating by repeated dofes of James’s powder every four 
hours, drinking sfentitslly of warm balm or mint tea. The 
James’s powder made him retch a little at firft, and he continued 
to have feveral griping ftools, until the powder produced a plen- 
tiful {weat ; after which the pains abated; he had no ftool for 


~ 


twenty-four hours ; he took three dofes of the powder, and was 


cured. 

“ Whether antimonial diaphoretics or ipecacuanha be ufed to 
promote {weating, muft depend on the habit of the patient, and 
the nature of the difeafe. But for the ordinary dyfenteries, which 
prevail in European climates, particularly in autumn, ipecacuanha 
is generally to be preferred. , : 

* It is my common practice, now in London, when called to 
a dyfenteric patient, to order him to bed, and to give him a 
fcruple, or half a dram, or two {cruples, of ipecacuanha; and 
direct that the operation of fweating, rather than vomiting, 
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fhould be promoted. As vomiting always produces {weating, the: 
patient being in bed, it is eafily fupported by diluting; and I have: 
often, with the fweating eaufed by a fingle large dofe of ipeca= 
cuanha only, cured the dyfentery. 

«© There is no danger of inflammation, and its confequencesy 
when a flux ceafes fuddenly after fweating, as there is when it 
has been fupprefled by opiates and aftringents. In_plethoric ha- 
bits an increafe of fever fometimes fucceeds, which is foon re- 
moved by bleeding, arid a continuation of diaphoretics and dilu- 
tion. Sometimes, from the fuddenly fupprefling the flux, though 
there fhall be neither fever nor dyfentery, while the patient re- 
mains in bed, fome dyfenteric fymptoms will return as foon as 
he gets up, or gets into the air.” ‘Thefe are eafily removed by a 
table-fpoonful of Dr. Moteley’s | vitrigic folution (No. 196. Ye 
every eight hours, with, occafionally, a little chalk julep and 
laudanum. . 7 

’ The proportion of either the vitriol or alum may be regulated 
according to circumftances; that is, when evacuations are re- 
quired, the quantity of alum may be diminifhed, or even entirely 
omitted ; and when great aftringency is required, the quantity of 
alum is to be increafed, and that of the vitriol and zinc dimi~ 
nifhed. Dr. Mofeley frequently dire€ts equal’ parts of thefe in-. 
gredients in theabove quantity. The dofe is from a table-{poon- 
ful to a tea-fpoonful, according to the ftrength and age of the pa- 
tient, which is taken every morning fafting, and in fome cafes 
yepeated every fix hours, without any addition or alteration, by 

jluting or mixing it with any other liquor. te: 
| In flight dyfenteries,” fays the doCtor, “ and when the /u-~ 
dorific procefs could not be put in practice, I have ufed this folu- 
tion with the utmoft fuccefs; giving it at firft without the alum, 
in fufficient dofes to caufe evacuations, and afterwards with the _ 
alum in naufeating dofes, frequently, with opiates at night. ‘This 
I have found far more efficacious in the dyfentery than emetic 
tartar, ipecacuanha, rhubarb, or falts, as evacuants, in whatever 
manner combined or adminiftered. 


Y 
e 


“ But where a diarrhoea has .been of long ftanding, the cure 
neceflarily muft be performed by flow degrees ; then a dofe every, 
morning fafting, only, or every night and morning, willbe fuf- | 
ficient. It is, in inveterate cafes, to be continued for weeks or 
months, omitting it now and then for a few days. 


e ) 


<¢ In table-fpoonful dofes it generally caules a vomiting, or 


great naufea, and fometimes a purging, for the firft few times of 
taking it. When the ftomach ‘is foul, vomiting may be encou- 
raged by drinking chamomile-flower tta, otherwife that is unne- 
céflary. If, after taking it feveral times, it {till create vomiting, 
or more naufea than is eafily fupportable (for fome naufea is in- 
tended), the dofe muft be diminifhed. If it continue, to purge 
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more than is proper, or caufe any griping, neither of which often 
happens, a few drops of laudanum mutt be given occafionally;: or 
every night at bed-time.” . 

With the following obfervations on the effeds of nitrous acid 
and opium, in the cure of dyfentery, publifhed by Mr. Hope, of 
Chatham, in the Medical and Phyfical Journal, we propole to 
conclade what we have to offer on the dyfentery.. Of this pecu- 
liar remedy Mr. Hope fays, | 

‘The firft oceafion of its ufe was remarkable: a young man, 
of fobriety and temperance, had fuffered long with dyfentery, and 
had been attended by a friend of mine for fome time, who recom- 
mended thofe remedies that high authority and experience pointed 
out for relief; but finding no advantage, he fent for me, expect. 
ing more might be done. Nothing, however, recommended was 
fuccefsful; and as I could but go over the old ground, no profpect 
of relief appeared: indeed his death was daily expected. At this 
time, a woman who lived with him was attacked with dyfen- 
tery, accompanied with extreme thirft. An acid occurred to my 
thoughts; but fearing it might produce unpleafant effects, opium 
was added : 

(No. 236.) B Acid. nitros.. 33}. 
| Opii gr. ij. 
Aq. puree ij. : 
___ Mifce cap. coch. j. ter 4terve die in quovis vehiculo. 

«* The effect. produced was fo great, that my dying ‘patient, 
unknown to me, begged to partake with her; and when I faw 
him next morning, which, to my great furprife, was with a cheer- 
ful countenance, he told me, that ¢ he hoped if ever I had a pa- 
tient ill with his complaint, I would never fail to fend thofe drops 
that I had fent for the woman; they had relieved his pain at’ the 
firft dofe, and he was fure hethould mend now, for they had faved 
his life this time.’ This was the only medicine he took, and in a 
few days he was able to walk about his room. ‘ | 

“In a third cafe, I tried the acid without the opium’; but it 
did not fucceed. I then united them, and it effe€ted immediate 
rehefiy pok 

“ Twas ftill unwilling to perfuade myfelf into the belief of its 
being a {pecific remedy, until a cafe of fo extraordinary a nature 
occurred, as compelled me to decide unequivocally in its. favour. 
A young lad, fixteen years of age, fell over a dredging-boat into 
the water in the month of July laf. | Indifpofition fucceeded ; 
but to what degree I could not determine, as another practitioner 
was at firft called in to his affiftance. Finding no relief, they ap- 
plied to me, requefting my attendance: This was near a month 
after the accident. | ‘The remedies I prefcribed failed in their effi- 
cacy. His friends, defpairing of relief, requefted me' not to 


trouble myfelf to attend them any more (they lived fix miles from 
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me); faying he mutt be left to his fate, being aflured a day or 
two more would finith the fcene. At this time I recommended 
the acid and anodyne; and with great difficulty it was that they 
could be perfuaded to give it a trial. Deenty tou hours had not 
~ elapfed before he began to find relief; fo that, before the expira- 
tion of the fourth day, he left off the remedy. The difeafe re- 
turned: reapplication to the drops again removed it; and in a 
very fhort. fpace of time, without any other medicine interven- 
ing, he became as hearty as ever he had been. The manifeft 
advantage of the medicine was recognized by the parents; nor 
did they fpare unjuft reflections that I had not employed it 
before.” 

When this difeafe is complicated with an intermittent, and is 
protracted from that circumftance chiefly, it is to be treated as an 
intermittent by adminiftering the Peruvian bark, which, in the 
earlier periods of the difgafe, is hardly to be admitted. | 

When complicated with hepatitis, the cure is to be attempted 
by mercury. See Hepatitis. fie 


Crass Il, NEUROSES. 
Orver I. COMATA. 


Comata,: Sauv. Clafs VI. Ord. II. Sag. Clafs TX. Ord. V. 
Soporofi, Lin. VI. Clafs Ord. UI. 
Adynamix, Vog. Clafs VI. 

Nervorum refolutiones, Hofm. III. 194. 

Affectus foporofi, Hoff. II. 209. 

Motuum vitalium defectus, Junck 114. 


= 


Genus XLH.. APOPLEXIA., 
The AropLexy. 


Apoplexia, Sauv. gen. 182. Lin. ror. Vog. 229.  Boerb, 
1007. Funck. 117. Sag. gen. 288. Wepfer. Hilt. Apo- 
plecticorum. ss ag 

Carus, Sauv. gen. 181. Lin. 100. Vog. 231 Boerh. 1045. 
Sag. gen. 287. , 

Cataphora, Sauv. gen. 180. Lin. 99. Vog. 232. Boerh. 1048 
Sag. gen. 286. ey. 

Coma, Vag. 232. Boerh. 1048. - 

Hemorrhagia cerebri, Heffin. Il. 2408 
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To this genus alfo Dr/Cullen reckons the following difeafes to 
belong. 


\ 
Catalepfis, Savy. gen. 176. Lin. 129. Vog. 230. Sag. gen. 
281. Boerh. 1036.  Funck. 44. - | 
Affetus cerebri {pafmodico-ecftaticus, Hof. III. 44. 
Ecftafis, Sauv. gen. 777. Vog. 333. Sag. gen. 283. 


The following he reckons fymptomatic. 


Typhomania, Savv. gen. 178. Lin. gy. Vog. 23. Sags gen. 
284. 
Lethargus, Sawv. gen. 179. Lin. 98. Vog. 22. Sag. gen. 
215, a 
a . This difeafe appears under modifications fo various as to require 
fome obfervations with refpeé to each. 


Sp. I. The Sanguineous Apoplexy. 


_ 1. Defcription.) In this difeafe the patients fall fuddenly down, 
and are deprived of all fenfe and voluntary motion, but without 
convulfions. A giddinefs of the head, noife in the ears, corruf- 
cations before the eyes, and rednefs of the face, ufually precede, 
The diftinguifhing fymptom of the difeafe is a deep fleep, at- 
tended with violent {norting ; if any thing be put into the mouth, 
it is returned through the nofe; nor can any thing be {wallowed 
without fhutting the noftrils; and even when this is done, the 
perfon is in the utmoft danger of fuffocation. Sometimes apo- 
plectic patients will open their eyes after having taken a large 
dofe of an emetic; but if they fhewino fign of fenfe, there is not 
the leaft hope of their recovery. Sometimes the apoplexy ter- 
minates in an hemiplegia; in which cafe it comes on with a dif- 
tortion of the mouth towards the found fide, a drawing of the 
tongue the fame way, and ftammering of the fpeech. Diflecs 
tions fometimes fhew a rupture of fome veffels of the meninges, 

_ or even veffels of the brain itfelf; though fometimes, if we may 
believe Dr. Willis, no defeét is to be obferved either in the cere- 
brum or cerebellum. 

2+ Caujes, &c.] The general caufe of a fanguineous ei eat? 
is a plethoric habit of body, with a determination to the head. 
The difeafe, therefore, may be brought on by whatever violently 
urges on the circulation of the blood; fuch as furfeits, intoxi~ 
cation, violent paflions of the mind, immoderate exercife, &c. 
It takes: place, however, for the moft part, when the venews 
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plethora has fubfifted for a confiderable time in the fyftem. For 
that reafon it commonly does not attack people till paft the age of © 
fixty; and that whether the patients are corpulent, and have a 
fhort neck, or whether they are of a lean habit of body. ‘Till 


_ people be paft the age of childhood apoplexy never happens. __ 


3. Progiofis.) This difeafe very often kills at its firft attack ; 
and few furvive a repetition of the fit: fo that thofe who make 
mention of people who have furvived feveral attacks of the apo- - 
plexy, have probably miftaken the epilepfy for this difeafe. In 
no difeafe is the prognofis more fatal; fince thofe who feem 
to be recovering from a fit are frequently and fuddenly carried 
off by ‘its return, without either warning of its approach, or 


poflibility of preventing it. The good figns are when the dif- _— 


eafe apparently wears off, and the patient evidently begins to re- 
cover; the bad ones are when all the fymptoms continue and 
increatfe. » tins a 

4. Cure.) The great obje&@ to be aimed at is to reftore the 
connection between the fentient and corporeal parts of the fyf-— 
tems; and when interruption to this connection proceeds from 
compreflion of the brain by blood, this-is to be attempted, in the 
firft place, by large and repeated bleedings from the jugular 
veins and temporal arteries, and alfo by cupping. Blifters fhould 
be applied to the head, or between the fhoulders; after which the 
famé internal remedies are to be ufed as in the ferous apoplexy, 
after mentioned. The body is to be kept in a fomewhat erect 
-pofture, and the head fupported-in that fituation. 


- Sp. If. The Serous Apoplexy. 


Apoplexia pituitofa, Savv. fp.7~ Apoplexia ferofa, Prey/inger, 
“fp. 4. Morg. de caufis, &c. IV. LX. : a 
Carus a hydrocephalo, Sauv. {p. 16. | 
Cataphora hydrocephalica, Sauv. fp. 6. 
Cataphora fomnolenta, Savv. fp. 1. 7 
-Lethargus literatorum, Savv. 7. Vai Sqwieten in Aphor. foto, 


2y and 3 a, ne 


1. Defcription.] In this fpecies the puife is weak, the face 
pale, and there is a diminution of the natural heat. On diffec- 
tion the ventricles of the brain are found to contain a larger quan- 
tity of fluid than they ought; the other fymptoms are the fame as 
in the former. Et | 

2. Canfes, &c.] This may arife from any thing which induces 
a debilitated ftate of the body, fuch as deprefling paffions of the 
mind, much ftudy, watching, &c. It may alfo be brought on by 
a too plentiful ufe of diluting acidulated drinks. It doth not, how- 


_— 
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ever, follow, that the extravafated ferum abovementioned in the 
ventricles of the brain is always the caufe of the difeafe, fince the 
animal humours are very frequently obferved to ooze out in plenty 
through the coats of the containing veflels after death, though no 
extravafation took place during life. ¥ A 

3. Prognofis.] . This fpecies is equally fatal with the other ; 
and what hath been faid of the prognoflis of the fanguineous, may 
alfo be faid of the ferous apoplexy. 

4. Cure. In this {pecies venzefection can fcarcely be admitted: 
acrid purgatives, emetics, and ftimulating clyfters, are recommend- 
ed to carry off the fuperabundant ferum ;, but in bodies-already de- 
bilitated, they may perhaps be liable to the fame exceptions with 
venefection itfelf. | | 

Dr. Saunders recommends the following: 

(No, 237.) RB Extra&. Colocynth. comp. gr. xv. 
sae Calomelan. gr. iij.- 
Ol. effential. Piment. gtt. 17. 
- Sint pilule iv. primo mane fumendz, » 
{No. 238.) R Colocynthid. 3}. 
- Aquez fervent. 3x. Sp 
Coque per fextam hora partem, et liquori colato adhuc 
tepido admiice, | | 
Syr. ¢ fpin, cer. 3}, ut fiat Enema ftatim injicien= 
dum. mat | | 
(No. 239.) % Infuf. Senne tartaris. 31). 
Tinct. Jallap. os 
Syr. e fpin, cervin. fing zij. Mifce. Hauriatur pre 


qofi. 
(No, 240.). RB, Ari rad. recent. ing 
Arab. Gum. pulv. fing. div. : 
: Sperm. Ceti 33." | 


Aq. Pulegit Zvifs. 
Syr. Simpl. 313. 7 ‘ 
, Terendo in mortarig marmoreo fiat Emultio, cujus capiat 
cochlearia duo vel tria bis terve indies. ‘ 
Volatile falts, cephalic elixirs, and cordials, are alfo prefcribed ; 
and in cafe of a hemiplegia fupervening, the cure is to be_at- 
tempted by aperient ptifans, cathartics, and fudorifics; gentle exer- 
cife, as riding in a carriage; .with blifters and fuch ftimulating 
medicines as are in general had recourfe to in affeCtions originally 
of the paralytic kind. sks 
Dr. Hugh Smith offers the following formulz, to be adopted 
according to circumftances. Ne 
He fays, the pituitous apoplexy requires a very different treat- 
ment from the fanguineous: blood-lettings muft be either entirely 
omitted, or very fparingly ufed; as the intention of cure will cans 
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fift in attenuating the pituitous 
and expelling it from the body. 
‘The ftronger emetics, and warm fmart purgatives will be ad- 
vifeable, with {ternutatories, and a liberal ufe of blifters to the 
head, back, and extremities; and finapifms, or ftrongly ftimulating 
applications, to the feet, ar 


he aromatic, ftimulating, and warm cephalic and nervous 
medicines, 


he alleges, bid of all others the faireft to relieve the » 
patient, 


(No. 241,) R Antim: Tartar. gr, Hje 
Lie Pulv. rad, ipecacuanhe, af. 
M, ft. puly, emetic. 
(No, 242.) R Tind. facre, Rij. 
Tinét. Jalap, ziyj. 
| Spt. Lavend, 3% 

MM. ft. hauftus mane fumendus, 
(No, 243.) B Fol, Tabaci 3ij, 

: Pulp. colocynth. 3 

Coq. ex aque fontane q. f. ad colatur, viij, 
Adde Syr, ¢ fpin, cerv. 38. 
M, ft. Enema pro re nata injiclendum, 
(No, 244.) BR Rad. hellebor. alb. in pulyv, trit, 
~~ Folior, afari, aa 3]. 
Hydrarg, vitriolat. gr. vj. 
- M. ft. pulv. fternutator. cujus paucill, fubinde ufurpetur, 
(No, 245.) B Lact, ammoniac. 3), 
q: Cinnam.,, ten. 3Vj. 
Spt, vol. fottid, 3). | 
MM. ft, hauft. fexta quaque hora fumendus, 
(No, 246.) B Puly. ari comp. 3, 
~ Pauly. aromatic. er, Vje 
Ol. lavend, gtt, 1, ba 
Syr, Zingib, q. f. ut. ft. Bol. ter quaterve de die fumend, — 
(No, 247.) B Caltor, Ruff. 3), | 
 Puly, aromatic. 98, 
M, ft. pulv, fexta quaque hora fumend, ex Julep, feq, 
coch, iv. 
{No, 248.) B Aq. Pulegii fimp. Zvj. 
aA — Tine, valerian. vol. 3). , 
Syr. croci, 3vj. Mifce fiat julep, 

When the fymptoms are telieyed, a large fpoonful of muftard 
feed may be {wallowed morning and evening; and the ftomach 
purges may be continued for fome time to prevent a relapfe, 

Phe doétor enumerates a third {fpecies, which he denominates 
the fpa/medic apoplexy, This is to be relieved by relaxing the 
 fpaim, and promoting a free circulation through the veflels of 


lentor, promoting its abforption, 


et pro re nata repetendus. 
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the encephalon. The remedies recommended for the-relief of a 
pituitous apoplexy will be conducive to thefe purpofes. Blood- 
letting, if neceffary ; afterwards an emetic, with a blifter to the 
head and finapifms to the feet, and warm nervous remedies, will 
bid the faireft to anfwer the intention. 


Sp. III, Hydrocephalic Apoplexy, or Droply of the Brain. 


Hydrocephalus interior, Sauv. fp. 1. 

Hydrocephalus internus, Whytt’s works, page 725. London 
Med. Obf. vol. iv. art. 3, 6, and 25. Gaudelius de hydro- 
cephalo, apud Sandifort Thefaur. vol. ii. 

Hydrocephalus acutus, Quin. Diff. de hydrocephalo, 1779. 

Afthenia a hydrocephalo, Sauv. {p. 3. 


1. Hiftory and defcription.] This difeafe has been accurately 
treated within thefe few years by feveral eminent phyficians, par- 
ticularly the late Dr. Whytt, Dr. Fothergill, and Dr. Wation; 
who concur in opinion, with refpeét to the feat of the complaint, 
the moft of its fymptoms, and its general fatality. Out of 
twenty patients that had fallen under Dr. Whytt’s obfervation, he 
candidly owns that he had been fv unfortunate as to cure only one 
who laboured under the characteriftic fymptoms of the hydroce- 
phalus; and he fufpects that thofe who imagine they have been 
more fuccefsful, had miftaken another difeafe for this. It is by all 
{uppofed to confift in & dropfy of the ventricles of the brain; and - 
this opinion is fully eftablifhed by diffections. It is obferved to 
happen more commonly to healthy, active, lively children, than to 
thofe of a different difpofition. | 

Dr. Whytt fuppofes that the commencement of this difeafe is 
obfcure; thar it is generally fome months in forming ; and that, afier 
_ -fome obvious urgent fymptoms rendering affiftance neceflary, it. 
continues fome weeks before its fatal termination. This, in general, 
- differs from what has hitherto been obferved by Dr. Fothergill ; 
the latter informing us that he has feen children who, from all 
appearance, were healthy and adtive, feized with this diftemper, 
and carried off in about fourteen days. He has feldom been able 
to trace the commencement of it above three weeks. 

Though the hydrocephalus be moft incident to children, it has 
been fometimes obferved in adults; as appears from a cafe related 
by Dr. Huck, and from fome others. | 

When the difeafe appears under its moft common form, the 
fymptoms at different periods are fo various, as to lead Dy. Whytt 
to divide the difeafe into three ftages, which are chiefly marked by 
changes occurring in the condition of the pulfe. At the beginning 
it is quicker than natural; afterwards it becomes uncommonly 
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flow; and towards the conclufion of the difeafe it becomes again 
quicker than natural, but at the fame time very irregular. 
Thofe who are feized with this difeafe nfually complain firft of 
a pain in fome part below the Head;. moft. commonly about the 
nape of the-neck and {houlders; often in the legs; and fometimes, 
but more rarely, in the arms. The pain is not uniformly acute, 
nor always fixed to one place; and fometimes does not. affedt the’ 
limbs. In the latter cafe, the head and ftomach have been found 
the mofk difordered; fo that when the pain occupied the limbs, the 
ficknefs or head-ach was Iefs confiderable; and when the head 
became the feat of the complaint, the pain in the limbs was fel- 
dom’ or never mentioned. Some had very violent fickneffes and 
violent head-achs alternately. From being perfeétly well and 
fportive, fome were in a few hours feized with thofe pains in the 
limbs, or with ficknefs, or head-ach, in a flight degree, commonly 
after dinner; but fome were obferved to droop a few days before 
they complained of any local ‘indifpofition.. In this manner they 
‘eontinued three, four, or five days, more or lefs, as the children 
were healthy and vigorous. “They then commonly complained of 
an acute deep-feated pain in the head, extending acrofs the forehead 
from temple to temple; of which, ‘and a ficknefs, they alternately 
complain in fhort and affecting exclamations; ‘dofing a little in 
the intervals, breathing irregularly, and fighing much while - 
awake. Sometimes their fighs} for the fpace of a few minutes, 
are inceffant. Se ie | 
As the difeafe advances, the pulfe becomes flower and irregular, 
the ftrokes being made oth with unequal force and in unequal 
‘times, till within a-day or two of the fatal termination of the dif- 
‘order, when it becomes exceeding quick; the breathing being at. 
the fame time deep, irregular, and laborious. After the firft ac- 
cefs, which is often attended with feverith heats, efpecially towards 
“evening, the heat of the body is for the moft part temperate, till at 
laft 1t keeps pace with the increafing quicknefs of the pulfe. “The 
-head and precordia are always hot from the firft attack. The’ 
fleeps are fhort and difturbed, fometimes interrupted by watchful- 
nefs ; -befides which there are ftartings. ELAN Pera 
In the firft ftage of the difeafe there feems to be a peculiar fen- 
“Ability of the eyes, as appears from the intolerance of light. But 
in the progrefs of the difeafe a very oppofite {tate occurs.:, the 
pupil is remarkably dilated, and cannot be made to contract by the 
action even of flrong light; fuch, for example, as by bringing a~ 
_ eandle very near to it. In many cafes there is reafon to believe 
‘that total blindnefs occurs: often alfo the pupil of one eye is more 
‘dilated than that of another, and the power of moving the eyes is 
-alfo morbidly affected. 'Thofe children, who were never obferved 
“#0 fquint before, often become affected with a very great degree 
vof ftrabifmus, The patients are unwilling to be difturbed for any 
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purpofe, and can bear no pofture but that of lying horizontally,—— 
One or both hands are moft commonly about their heads. The 
urine and ftoois come away infenfibly. At length the eyelids 
~become paralytic, great heat accompanied with {weat overfpreads 
the whole body, refpiration is rendered totally fufpirious, the pulfe 
increafes in tts trembling undulations beyond the poffibility of 
counting, till the vital motions entirely ceafe ; and fometimeés con- 
vulfions conclude the {cene. : : 

Many of the fymptoms above enumerated are fo common to 
worm-cafes, teething, and other irritating caufes, that it is difficult 
to fix upon any which particularly characterife this difeafe. The | 
moft peculiar feem to be the pains in the limbs, with ficknefs and — 
inceliant head-ach; which, though frequent in other difeafes of 
children, are neither fo uniformly nor fo conftantly attendant as _ 
in this. Another circumftance obferved to be familiar, if not 
peculiar to this diftemper, is, that the patients are not only coftive, 
but it is likewife with the greateft difficulty that {tools can be pro- 
cured. Thele are generally of a very dark greenifh colour, with 
an Oilinefs or a glaffy bile, rather than the flime which accompa- 
nies worms; and they are, for the moft part, extremely offenfive. 
No pofitive conclufion can be drawn from the appearance of the 
urine; it being various, in different fubjects, both in its colour and — 
contents, according to the quantity of liquor they drink, and the 
time between the difcharges of the urine. From their unwilling- 
nefs to be moved, they often retain their water twelve or fifteen 
hours, and fometimes longer. In complaints arifing from worms, 
and in dentition, convulfions are more frequent than in this difor- 
der, Children fubject to fits are fometimes feized with them a few 
days before they die. Sometimes thefe continue twenty-four hours 
inceffantly, and till they expire. Le 

2. Caufes.| The caufes of internal hydrocephalus are very 
much unknown. Some fuppofe it to proceed from a rupture of 
fome of the lymphatic veffels of the’ brain. But this fuppofition 
is fo far from being confirmed by any anatomical obfervation, that 
even the exiftence of fuch veffels in the brain is not clearly demon- 
ftrated. That lymphatics, however, do exift in the brain, cannot 
be doubted; and one of the moft probable caufes giving rife to an 
accumulation of water in the brain is a diminifhed action of thefe. 
Here, however, as well as in other places, accumulation may alfo 
be the confequence of. augmented effufion, and in this way, an in- 
flammatory difpofition, as fome have fuppofed, may give rife to 
the affeCtion. _But from whatever caufe an accumulation of water 
in the yentricles of the brain may be produced, there can be no 
doubt that from this the principal fymptoms of the difeafe arife, 
and that a cure is to be accomplifhed only by the removal of it. 
It is, however, probable, that the fymptoms are fomewhat varied 
by the pofition of the water, and that the affection of vi- 
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fion in particular is often the confequence of fome morbid ftate 
about the thalami nervorum opticorum; at \caft, in many cafes, 
large collections of water in the ventricles have occurred, without 
either flrabiimus, intolerance of light, or dilatation of the pupil. 
And in cafes where thefe fymptoms have taken place to a remark- 
able degree, while upon difleCtion after death but a very {mall eol- 
lection of water was found in the ventricles, it has been obferved 
that a peculiar tumid appearance was difcovered about the optic 
nerves, which upon examination was found to arife from water in 
the cellular texture; “This may have given compreflion producing 
a ftate of infenfibility ; but it may have been preceded, or it may 
even have originated from, fome inflammatory affection of thefe 
_ parts, producing the intolerance of light. ; 

3. Prognsfis and Cure.) ‘Till of late years, this diforder was 
reckoned totally incurable; but there are fome who now allege, 
that mercury, if applied in time, will remove every fymptom. ‘This 
remedy was firft thought of by Dr. Dobfon of Liverpool, and’ 
atterwards employed apparently with fuccefs by Dr. Percival and 
others. The method of exhibiting it in order to effect a cure, 
as well.as the tnutility of other medicines, will fully appear from 
the following cafes: . wie 

Cafel. By Dr. Percival. “ Sept. 4th, 1777. Mafter H.a 
child at the brea{t, aged feven months, has laboured about a fort- 
night under a flow irregular fever. His eyes have been now and 
then a little diftorted; he has been affected with fome degree of 
ftupor; his gums have been inflamed and tender; and his mouth 
uncemmonly dry. No tooth has yet made its appearance, An 
emetic has been adminiftered; a blifter applied to his back; and 
Ins belly has been kept foluble by repeated {mall dofes of magnefia. 
During the action of the blifter, he was thought to be much better, 
but he foon relapfed into his former flate. 

“© About three o’clock this morning he was convulfed: at nine 
Tfaw him ; and from his countenance inflantly fufpe@ted a dropfy 
of the brain. The fymptoms confirmed my apprehenfions. His 
fkin was hot; yet his pulfe beat only feventy-eight ftrokes in a 
minute, which were irregular. “The pupils of his eyes were con- 
fiderably, but unequally, dilated; nor did they contract much 
when a lighted candle was fuddenly held before them. He often 
fquinted, efpecially with the right eye, and feemed to take no notice 
of any objects around him. He refufed the breaft, and feldom 
iwallowed till the lips and tongue had been {timulated with a fea-. - 
ther. During feveral days paft, he had been frequently obferved 
to rub the end of his nofe when his hand was at liberty ; and, not- 
withftanding his flupor, he had been uncommonly watchful. [ 
examined his head, and found a manifeft tumor of the bregma, 
which had never before ‘been. noticed. Convinced by all thefe 
eiycumftances that the “child Iaboured under the hydrocephalus 
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“internus, and that he was now in the fecond ftage of that diforder, 
I directed ten grains of the unguentum mercuriale mitius to be 
rubbed into his thighs every three hours, till the mouth fhould be 
affected, and a tea-{poonful of the following mixture to be given 
whenever the convultive fymptom returned : 
(No. 249%) Be Salis ammon. vol. 9}. 
, SucceLimon. gyi. 
Mofch. (mucilagine gum. Arabic. folut.) gr. vi. 
Sacch. alb. q. f. ad gratim. Mifce. 

‘€ Small blifters were applied on each fide of the head, jutt 
below the bregma; and a folded rag, frequently moiftened with 
brandy, was laid upon the tumor to promote abforption. An 
emetic had been given early in the morning, by which a large. 
quantity of bile was difcharged; and a veficatory had alfo been 
applied to his leg. 

Sept. 5th, nine o’clock. The child has had frequent con- 
vulfions in the night; his right eye is much diftorted; and it has 
been remarked, that he feldom moves the right hand. The pulfe 
beat 120 ftrokes in a minute. Two feruples of the mercurial 
ointment have been ufed, and he has taken five grains of mufk. 
A large difcharge of ferum has been produced by the blifters.— 
Five o’clock, P. M. the tumor of the head is fenfibly diminithed ; 
the child’s mouth is now moift, and often filled with faliva; and 
his tongue appears to be fwoln. His pulfe beat 146 f{trokes ina 
minute. I direéted another blifter to be applied to the head. 

© 6th. His convulfions have been much flighter; his eyes are 
frequently diftorted ; and the pupils of each are more contracted. 
The ttupor is eonfiderably abated; the child feems to: take fome 
notice, diftinguifhes tafte, and fwallows freely. “Che mufk has 
been continued ; and half a dram more of the mercurial ointment 
has been confumed. A clyfter was injected lat night, but inef- 
fectually ; I therefore prefcribed a grain. of jalap, mixed with an 
equal quantity of fugar, to be given every three hours, till a mos 
tion to ftool fucceeded. 

7th. “The child has pafled’ the night more comfortably, but 
not free from convulfions. His head has fweated profufely, and 
the blifters have run. much. The tumor of the bregma is confi- 
derably reduced. ‘The jalap operated gently laft night, and the 
mercurial unction has been twice repeated. There is an evident 
mitigation of all the fymptoms. : 

“ 8th. About eleven o’clock latt night, the child was attacked 
with feyere convulfions, which recurred frequently till fix o’clock 
this morning. He has had a fhiort fleep, and is now compofed. 
His pulfe beats 140 ftrokes in a minute; his heat is moderate ; 
and his fkin foft and perfpirable. The mercurial ointment has 
been again ufed; but, though his gums and tongue are fore and_ 
_ very moift, his breath is not offenfive. I directed a grain of caloa 


298- HYDROCEPHALUS, 


mel to be immediately given, to procure a ftool; and a blifter te 


‘be applied to the occiput. age 

“ roth. He has paffed two nights almoft entirely free from 
convulfions. Ten grains of the mercurial ointment have been 
again rubbed into his. thighs. The dofe of calomel occafioned 
three very offenfive ftools; and direCtions are given to repeat it, 
as he is again coflive. ‘Che blifter applied to the ocdiput, like 
the others, has produced a very copious difcharge. The tumor 
of the head is now {carcely perceptible. Pulfe 120. 


‘© yath. At twelve o’clock laft night, the convulfions recurred 


with greater violence’ than ever, and full continue. ‘Two teeth © 


have almoft protruded through the upper, and the fame number” 
‘through the lower gum.- Pulfe 160, tremulous and iregular. ¥ 


T direéted that the child fhould be immediately put: into the warm 
bath, and that the following remedies fhould be adminiftered : 
(No. 250.) B Infuf. rad. valer. fortiffimi 211. . 

| Afafcetid. 9. M. f. Enema ftatim injiciendum.s 
“(No. 251.) RK Tindt valer. volat. gu. A 
plas ~ Dentur guttz iij. Subinde e cochleari parvulo infufa 
rad. valer. fylv. {ub forma thez parati. | 


“The convulfions continued, but -with_lefs violence; and the 


“child expired about one o’clock in the afternoon.”’ | 

On this cafe the dogtor makes the following obfervations- 

“© The deplorable cafe which I have related appears to have 
originated from the irregular adtion produced in the fyftem by 
dentition, and from the want. of a due fecretion of faliva in the 
mouth, by which the fluid difcharges were probably increafed in 
the ventricles of the brain. That thefe difcharges were dintnithed, 


and that the extravafated water was abforbed, by the powerful 
gation of | 


action of the mercury, may be prefumed from the miti 
‘all’ the fymptoms which fucceeded the falivation. And | am in- 
“clined to believe, that the convulfions under which the child éx- 
pired were more owing to the irritation of his gums by the pro- 
‘trufion of four tecth, than fo any remaining water in the brain; 
for the tumor of the head had entirely eer and after 
death there was a manifeit depreffion of the bregma. Dering the 
fpace of a week, 110 grains of the uwnguentum mercurtale mitius, 


which contains about 22 grains of mercury, was confumed in the | 


ufual way of friction. Perhaps half this quantity might be ab- 
forbed, and carried into the courfe of circulation; to which may 
- be added, part of the two grains of the calomel adminiftered inter- 
nally. The fymptoms of the falivation were not violent; and 


the effects of the mercury did not appear formidable or alarming, / 


even to the parents of the child, who were apprifed of the nature 
of the diforder, and fully approved of the trial of this method of 


treating wt" . 


Cafe I, By. Dr. Debfin—* On the 13th of Feb. 1775) I 
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was called to the only fon of Mr. C. a gentleman of this place: 
the child was between three and four years of age; had been indif- 
pofed about eight days; and had frequently complained of pain in 
his head,,and wearinefs and pains in his limbs; had .been fick by. 
fits, and fometimes-yomited ; was feverilh, and could not-bear the. 
Tight. : , se | 
_ * IT was much alarmed on hearing this account, as the hydro- 
cephalus internus had already proved fatal to three children of this 
family, who had all-been under my care, And that this had been 
the difeafe was evident, both from the fymptoms and the appear= 
ances on diffe€tion.. But my alarm was much farther increafed 
on examining the little patient. The puife I found very frequent 
and irregular. The head hot, the cheeks fluthed, the pupils. di- 
Jate|, anda great degree of ftrabifmus. There remained-no doubt 
with refpect to the nature of the difeafe, ; 
_ An emetic, fome calomel powders, and a purgative, had been 
adminiftered, without affording any relief. I directed the pedilu- 
vium, and emetic tartar, to be given in fucli dofes as to excite 
_naufea. NER ERE | 
_ “ Feb. 14th. ‘The fymptoms the fame, with frequent ftartings, 
difturbed fleep, and tofling from fide to fide on the pillow. A 
blifter was applied between the fhoulders, the pediluvium repeated, 
and the emetic tartar continued. a ih ee 
“ 15th. Comatofe, reftlefs, and fhrieking by fits. The pulfe 
flower than in health, and the eyes infenfible even to the impre{- 
fions of ftrong light. peuuteare| 
“« As I had no hopes of doing any thing effectual for the reco- 
very of my patient, I paid my vilits, prefcribed, and gave directions 
with a foreboding and heavy heart. Anxioufly, however, confi- 
dering the cafe in different points of view, and fully convinced that 
it was vain to purfue the ufual line of pradtice, it occurred to me, 
that mercurials, fo far urged as to ent-r the courfe of circulation, 
and affect the falivary glands, might poffibly reach the fyftem of 
abforbents in the ventricles of the brain, and thus remove the ex- 
-travafated fluid. is 
“The fhort continuance of the difeafe, and the apparent 
firength of my patient, were favourable to the trial of this method. 
No time, however, was to be loft. The parents were confulted, 
and readily gave their fanction to the propofal; for they were con-= 
vinced, that, unlefs fome powerful {teps were. taken, this their only 
fon muft be numbered with thofe of their children who had already 
fallen a facrifice to the difeafe. | SU Ae 
“¢ The mercurial courfe, therefore, was commenced, and“urged 
on with caution and expedition. — In forts -eight hours the breath 
began to be offenfive ; the gums were reddith and {welled; and . 
the fymptoms of the difeafe, {o far as could bé diftinguifhed, were 
fomewhat abated, In forty-eight hours more the ptyaliim came 
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on, and the difeafe was evidently declining. Between the fifteenth 
and twenty-fecond he took twenty grains of calomel, and one 
drachm of the ftrongeft mercurial ointment was likewife rubbed in 
well upon the legs and thighs. ‘The dofe of calomel was one 
grain, mixed with a little fugar, and repeated at fuch intervals as 
the circumftances of the cafe pointed out. 

“ After the twenty-fecond no more mercurials were adminif- 

tered; a moderate ptyalifm continued for five or fix days, then 
gradually ceafed, and the difeafe was entirely removed. ‘The bark 
was then given, as the beft tonic remedy after the mercurial courfe, 
and as the bett prefervative againft a relapfe. The ftrabifmus, I 
obferved, was the laft fymptom which difappeared. 
«© From the rsth, no other medicines were ufed except mercu- 
rials. The three fifters of the above patient, who all died of this 
‘difeafe, were treated with blifters; and to one of them they were 
applied in fucceffion to the head, behind the ears, and between the 
fhoulders.”’ 7 } 

Cafe If. By Dr. Percival.— One of my own children, a girl 
aged three years and three months, has Jately been a fevere fufferer 
under this alarming malady. As foon as the charaCteriftic fymp- 
toms of the difeafe clearly manifefted themfelves, I laid afide all 
other remedies, convinced, by repeated .obfervation, of their in- 
fufficiency ; and trufted folely, though with much folicitude, to 
the internal and external ufe of mercury. In forty-eight hours, 
figns of amendment appeared, and her recovery: was perfected in | 
fix days. During this fpace of ume, thirteen grains of calomel 
were adminiftered, and feven f{cruples of unguentum mercuriale for- 
tius carefully rubbed into her legs.” 

Cafe IV. By Afr. Mackie.—‘ John Algood, aged twenty- 
feven, of a thin habit of body, accuftomed for four or fivé years 
paft to work in a tan-yard in a very ftooping pofture, was attacked 
in the beginning of May with an irregular intermitting fever, 
accompanied with much pain in his joints. Thefe cowplaints 
continued till about the middle of June, when he was feized with 
a violent and conftant pain in the back part of his head, attended 
with great giddinefs, noife in his head and ears, dimnefs of fight, 
8c. and his fever became more continued. He lay in this ftate 
upwards of a month, without receiving any benefit from fome 
medicines which he took during that period.”’ ; 

Mr. Mackie was called to him in the middle of July, and found 
him labouring under the following fymptoms: A fixed pain on 
the right fide and back part of his head, which was frequently fo 
acute as to make him quite outrageous, crying out, tearing his. 
hair, beating himfelf on the head, &c. He had fuch a giddinefs, 
that unlefs flrongly held, he could not fupport himfelf a moment 
nan upright poftuge. He could not bear the light; and, when 
he did venture to open his eyes, could not fee objets diflinctly. 
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His pupils were uncommonly dilated; and-his Tight eye feemed 
drawn outward, and rather contracted in its volume. “He com-~ 
plained of a ftrange palpitating noife in his head and ears; and — 
faid, he felt at times as if there was a weight of water falling from 
one fide of his head to the other. . He was, in general, féntible ; 
but, on afking him two or three queftions together, he became 
confufed, and, like a perfon with an oppreffed brain, anfwered with 
hefitation, quite wide of the queftion, and often-oppofite to what 
he meant. -Along with thefe, he hada hot fkin, fmall quick pulfe, 
 thirft, a foul tongue, ufine in fmall quantity and high coloured; 
he was emaciated, fick, coftive, and fweated much; had often a 
kind of ftupor, but very little fleep. Once in twenty-four hours 
he had generally a remiffion (of three or four hours’ continuance) 
of the febrile fymptoms, but of none of the other complaints, _ 

- July 16th. Ordered three or four leeches to be applied to each 
temple immediately ; an emetic to be taken in the evening, anda 
cooling purge to-morrow morning. 

‘a7th. In the evening found the leeches had taken away a good 
deal of blood, and the vomit and purge operated well. No change 
in the complainis, except that the ficknefs is a little abated. He 
{creamed greatly on attempting to raife his head from the pillow. 

Ordered his head to be fhaved, and a {harp blifter to be applied _ 
all over the occiput, large enough to cover the nape of the neck; 
alfo one on the infide of the leg. Internally, 

(No. 252.) R Nitri purif. 3fs. : , 
Camphore, gr. iv. M. f. pulvis; quarta quaque 
hora fumendus durante febrili calore. 
(No. 253.) B Puly. cort. Peruvian. gi. ; 
~ Pulv. rad. valerian. fyly. 3fs M. f. pulvis, exhiben- - 
dus quamprimum remiffio appareat, & repetendus fi ultra 
horas tres pergat. 
The milk-gruel and barley-water for drink. a ON 

July 1th. The blifters have difcharged much, and he has taken 
the medicines punctually; but the fever and other complaints re-_ 
main as be‘ore. Pulfe very irregular; pain in the head and reft« 
leffnefs extreme. : | : 

Left off the camphor; and in its ftead added to each nitrous 

- powder, tartar emetic, gr. 3. Dreffed the blifters with the umguent. 
ad veficatoria. - 

aift.. I-wodofes of the bark and valerian were ‘given during 
the two laft remiffions of the fever, which were full four hours © 
each; but to-day there appears no kind of amendment. All the 
fymptoms continue much the fame. Shrieked out much, and 
talked incoherently. Has had no ftool fince he took his phyfic. 

- Ordered a laxative clyfter to be thrown up direGtly, and the medi« 
cines to be continued as on the 10th, | 
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23d. The clyfter procured two motions. Has fweated prot 


fufely, through the laft forty-eight hours. Blifters have run free- 
ly. The two laft diurnal remiffions not quite ‘fo diflinct. No 
abarément of the other complaints. The pain, giddinefs, ftupor, 
cantortion of the eyes, &c. remain to as great a degree as ever. 

Mr. Mackie now left off all other medicines, and ordered ten 
grains of calomel, made into a bolus with conferve of rofes, to be 
_.taken at bed-time; at the fame time, a dram of the ftrong mercurial 
“ointment was directed to be rubbed in; and both to be repeated 
every night. | . auf Fe Ge 

asth. Found no alteration. Fever and other fymptoms the 
fame. Blifters heal, having been dreffed thefe two days with ba- 
filicon. The calomel and mercurial friction ordered to be con- 
tinued as on the 23d. pe 

26th. Mr. Mackie found him complaining much of being 
griped. ° Had two purging ftools in the laft twenty-four hours. 
His gums were a little tender, and his breath beginning to be 
-.tainted. In other refpeéts as ufual. Left off the calomel, and 
ordered a double quantity of the mercurial vintment to be rubbed 
into his thighs every night. | ny 
.- 28th. He had had a calmer night than any for thefe two 
months paft. For the firft time, he faid the pain of his head was 
abated; he looked more compofed; -his {kin felt cooler; his pulfe 
more full, and not fo quick. He complained of his mouth being 
fore, and his tongue being {welled; and had difcharged a good 
deal of faliva in the night. Only one dram of the ointment to 
be rubbed in, for the next two nights. 


goth. - He {pit about three quarts for the laft forty-eight hours, 
-and complains of much heat in his mouth; ‘but all his other com-_ 


plaints better. Pain in his head almoft gone, excepting now and 
then a fhoot. Giddinefs much abated. He faid he often. felt a 
trickling kind of motion, as of water running along the infide of 
his temples; but this fenfation was without pain. He could fit 
-up in bed, and feed himfelf; was fenfible, and in fpirits.» Pulfe 
_regular, and not above feventy ina minute. He hada remiffion 


of upwards of fix hours to-day ; ordered the ointment to be left _ 


off. 


Aug. 1ft. Continues to fpit freely. Had yefterday a fmart 


‘return of the fever; which however only held him about twelve 


-hours. To-day there is a perfect remiffion, and he is in every | 


_refpect much. mended, Has had fome hours good fleep. Com- 


. plains very little of pain. Got out of bed for the firft time ; fat 
up three hours; and could even bear the light without being dif- 
turbed by it. .Complained of being hungry. Allowed plenty of 
milk-porridge and {mall broth. : i 
3d. The {pitting keeps up to about a quart in the twenty-four 
hours. Found him out of bed to-day, and almoft without com- 
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plaints. He faid his head was well; and that he only wanted 
ftrength to get rid of his fever and fore mouth. The remiffions 
were now almoft as long as the paroxyfins, being about twelve 
hours each. Has taken no medicine internally fince he left off 
the calomel, and was coftive.. Ordered a’ dofe of rhubarb; and 
after its operation a drachm of ‘the bark every four hours during 
the remiffions. - A me BER 4 SRE 
6th, The fpitting begins to decline. He has had no fever for 
the laft twenty-four hours. He fleeps well ; and has an appetite, 
if the forenefs of his mouth would let him eat. Head-ach and gid~ 
dinefs gone ; but his pupils {till continue much dilated. Ordered 
him another rhubarb-purge, and the bark. to be continued every 
fix hours. | vee cana 2 
gth. Has had no. fever, or other complaints. Spitting inconfi- 
derable ; mouth better; afpect more natural; is able to walk 
about, and mends daily. Allowed him a more generous and 
-fubftantial diet, and continued the bark twice a-day for another 
“week. | 7 | 
From this time he continued to get ftrength apace; had good 
_ nights, good appetite, a perfect freedom from head-ach and fever; 
and on the 23d went to work, being in every refpe@ quite well, 
and has continued fo ever fince. | : 
This patient did not feem to receive the fmalleft benefit from 
the blifters, or any thing elfe, till he took the mercury, which 
acted like a {pecific; and the fever feemed to be altogether fymp- 
tomatic, as it eafily yielded after the other complaints were re- 
moved.» -. peas Wi 
Although it muft be allowed, that the affeGtion here defcribed 
Was in many refpeéts am: anomalous one, yet many of the circum- 
{tances render it in fome degree probable that it depended on water 
-in the lread ; and there are ftrong reafons for inferring, that the 
‘mercury,- pufhed fo far as to excite falivation, was the means by 
which the cure was accomplifhed. -.-. 0 
It is not wonderful that the publication of thefe cafes fhould 
have led to the frequent employment of mercury-in hydrocephalic 
affections. We are, however, forry to add, that an extenfive em- 
_-ployment of this remedy in fuch cafes has by no means confirmed 
the favourable opinion which fome were difpofed’to entertain of it. 
It has been found, that, in many cafes where mercury has. with 
hydrocephalic patients been employed, both internally and exter- 
nally, toa very great-extent, no falivation was produced. Some, 
therefore, have even gone fo far as to conclude, that falivation 
cannot be induced in this difeafe; and there. is little reafon to 
doubt, that, in the advanced periods of the difeafe, there occurs 
both an infenfibility and diminifhed a€tion of the abforbents, by 
which alone mercury can be introduced into the fyffem ; and like- 
wile of the falivary organs, on which it muft aét before any ob- 
is HE Me ) 
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vious falivation can ‘be induced. But, befides that mercury’ is 
_often given in this difeafe, even to a great extent, without -pro- 
ducing any obvious effect, we muft alfo mention with regret, 
that, in not.a few cafes of hydrocephalus, where mercury co- 
- pioufly exhibited at an early. period produced falivation, the dif- 
~ -eafe neverthelefs has had a fatal termination ; and it muft be con- 
feffed, that an effectual remedy in this complaint {till semains ‘to 
be difcovered. , } 
. At the fame time, befides the cafes mentioned, mercary has 
been faid to fucceed in feveral others which had every appearance 
of hydrocephalus; and as we are yet unacquainted with any re- 
medy, not even excepting blifters, ‘of which fome are difpofed 
“to think very favourably, on which more dependence is to-be put, | 
the careful and regular employment of it fhould not be neglected 
in any inftance of this affeCtion, unleis fome circumftance occur 
‘ ftrongly contra- indicating its ufe.. mat irk: 

_ Where the theory of a difeafe is obfcure, faéts are of confider-" 
able value; we fhall therefore extract, from the moft recent me- 
dical publications, fuch as may exhibit the effets of a fomewhat 
different treatment from that defcribed above. 

~ Cafe V. By Dr. Garnett. © On the 19th of November, in 
the evening, I was requefted to vifit Mifs H: aged fixteen, whom 
J found in a comatofe ftate; her breathing was rather ftrong and 
unequal, and when roufed by confidérable force, fhe did not open 
cher eyes, but put her hand upon her forehead, and cried out in— 
a moft piteous manner, ‘O my head!’ Her pulfe was 96, and 
rather full; andthe catamenia, which had been regular for near 
two years, had appeared the preceding week. ‘The patient, when 
_ in health, was of a’very lively difpofition, and remarkably in- 
_ telligent. About a year before fhe had complained for a few 
days-of pain in her head, which was removed by gentle pur- 
gatives. . Sh 2 

“© For two days before I vifited her fhe had complained of con- 

fiderable pain in the forehead, extending on each fide to the 
temples. When I firft faw her, I could with great difficulty 
get her to {peak ; but when at length fhe was fufhciently roufed, 
fhe faid the pain was fo violent, that fhe thought her fkull was de- 
parating, and immediately relapfed into a {tate of infenfibility. 
‘The pain had become more violent about two hours before, pre=_ 
vious to which fome fymptoms of hyfteria had appeared, which 
were fucceeded by violent ficknefs and vomiting. ' 
_ © With a view of alleviating the prefent fymptoms, T ordered 
her the following draught : | : 

{No- 254.) B Tint. opii gutt. xxv. 

_. -Aiither. vitriolic. 3j. f 
| rk fontan. 3ifs. 
__. Syr. fimp.. 3ij. 

Mifce ft fan 
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** And as there was fome appearance of nervous naa 4 
prefcribed the following : . 
{No. 255.) B Spir. vol. foetid, 
Tint. valerianze vol. \ 
Tinct. lavend. comp. aa. 3ij. 
Mifce. 

* Of this mixture a tea-fpoonful was directed to be taken every 
three hours in a little water. 

« Noy. 20th. She had pafled a very reftlefs night ; her fleep 
was difturbed, and at intervals fhe complained much of pain in 
her head, fhooting downwards towards her left fhoulder. She had. . 
been very fick in the night, and had thrown up the drops twice, 
but not the draught. Pulfe roo, full, and fomewhat irregular. 
She feemed always much inclined to fleep, and when roufed al- 
moft inftantly clofed her eyes. She appeared, however, to have 
confiderable averfion to the light, and defired that the curtains of 
the bed might be clofe drawn, in order to exclude it; notwith- 
ftanding which, the pupils of her eyes were ppreternaturally di- 
lated, and fearcely contracted om bringing a lighted candle near 
heyy The pain inher head, fhe faid, was very acute, and 
never left her for one inftant. Her fkin was very hot and dry; 
and as fhe had not had an evacuation of the bowels for two days, - 
I dire&ted a ftimulant clyfter, which brought away fome hardened 
feeces. 

“ Ast Had now reafon to apprehend that I had to combat that 
terrible difeafe, the apoplexia hydrocephalica, I direted the ap- 
plication of a large blifter between the fhoulders, and one of the 
following pills to be taken twice anda ; 

{No. 256.) 2 Calomel. 
Palv. digital. purpur. aa. gr. vj. 
Extra&. gentian. q. f. 
~ Mifce ft. pil. vj. 

‘© T likewife ordered a drachm of unguent. hydrarg. mit. to be 
well rubbed on the nape of the neck, and behind the ear, three 
times a-day. I alfo directed the immediate application of three | 
leeches to each temple, 

© orft. The leeches had drawn a confiderable quantity of 
blood, and fhe thought her head rather eafier for fome hours; 
but the pain was now as bad as ever. The comatofe difpofi- 
tion had increafed, and in the night fhe had been delirious, The 
pupils of her eyes had been much dilated, and did not contract 
on the approach of a candle. Her pulfe’ was 765 irregular, and 
fomewhat ftrong. She did not complain of pain any-where €xe 
cept in the head. 

“92d, Much the fame as yefterday, 

*¢ 23d, Pain of the head very violent and inceffant ; “pull only. 
fe but full and regular, She Begtenty lay a long time without 
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breathin , and’then fighed deeply. ‘The pupils were fill dilated, 


and fhe had an evident ftrabifmus, the axis of the right eye being 
dire€ted towards the nofe. As fhe continued to be coftive, the 
‘clyfter was ordered to be repeated. | 

‘© aath. Pulfe only 52, very regular, not quite fo much ftupor, 
but the pain of the head very violent. Strabifmus and dilated 
pupils-as before. Had voided a confiderable quantity of *high- 
coloured urine during the night. She hatl alfo begun to {pit a 
good deal, but did not complain of forenefs of the mouth... 

© acth. Pulfe 60,- regular and full; lefs ftupor; had flept 
none in the night, but, fighed frequently ; complained much Cae 
the pain of her head, which, fhe faid, was more violent than 
ever, and extended towards the occiput. As the blifter betwgen _ 
the fhoulders was healed, I direéted a fmall one to be applied be- 
hind'each ear: She had eje€ted upwards of a pint and a half. of 
faliva, and voided a large quantity of urine. In order to check 
the falivation, which I was apprehenfive might go to a greater — 
length than I wifhed, I directed eight grains of ‘kal fulphuratum 
‘to ‘be taken every two hours in a little water. This is always 
found very efficacious in checking or putting a ftop to falivation. 
In twenty-four, or at mott forty-eight, hours. after the firft exhi- 
bition of this remedy, the falivation becomes much abated. It | 
has been reafonably fuppofed that mercury derives moft of its acti- — 
vity from being in the ftate of an’ oxyd3 for crude mercury pol- 
feflés litte or no power, and in the form of mercurial ointment, 
the mercury is evidently oxygenated by continued fri€tion. On 
the decompofition of the water in which the medicine 4s, given, 
by the kali fulphuratum, fulphurated hydrogen gas is produced, 
which will be conveyed into the blood, where the hydrogen unites 
with the oxygen of the mercurial oxyd, and. forms water, while 
the fulphur will convert the metal into an ethiops or fulphuret,- 
which is very inert. Shah rs 
~ “ With a view of affording fome relief to the excuciating pain 
of the head, I dire€ted a pill of opium to be taken at bed-time. 

“© 26th. Pulfe 80, very full and regular. Had flept none, but 
been delirious the greateft part of the night; pain intolerable. 
Strabifmus ftill remains, but the pupils contract a little on the | 
approach of light. Salivation diminifhed. The quantity of urine~ 
not fo great, but {till confiderable. ‘The pills and mercurial oint-_ 
ment had been omitted fince yefterday. ‘To alleviate the pain, 
the temples and forehead were rubbed with ether; but this prov- 
ing ineffe€tual, three leeches were applied to each temple, and 
one of the following powders was directed to be taken every three 
hours in a little tea: Aaete* y 
(No. 257.) B Nitri purif. 37]. 

Sacchar. alb. 3iij. ; : 
Puly. coccinell, gr. Vilj. , feer~ 
-M. et divid. in part xij. . 


— 
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aaelt auth. The pain of the head was relieved for fome hours 
_after the application of the leeches, but had returned, though not 
quite fo violent as before. Pulfe 80, not quite fo full. No per- 
ceptible ftrabifmus, but the pupils continue dilated. The powders 
_ were ordered to be continued. 

“ 28th. Had flept a little, but ftill complained of great pain 
in the head. Pulfe 84, rather full. Salivation gone, urine natural. 
As fhe naufeated the nitrous powders, an effervefcent faline draught 
was directed to be taken every four hours. 

« 0th. Pain of the head ftill bad, though not quite fo-acute. 
Pulfe 80, not fo ftrong. Has had a ftool every day for the laft. 
three days. _The medicines continued. bak 4 

“© December 1ft. Pain of the head very bad, but flept a little 
laft night. Pupils confiderably ‘dilated. Pulfe 96, of natural . 
firength,'and regular, © = 
_ The pills of calomel and digitalis were ordered to be re- 
peated. . eh ae ee 

“ 2d. Had two ftools. yefterday. Slept a little during the 
night. Pain of the head and pulfe as yefterday. ‘The effervefcing | 
‘draught being very grateful, was ordered to be continued, as well 
as the pills. : | 

“ 4th. Pain lefs acute. Pulfe 96, and regular. Pupils not 
fo much gilated, and contrat more on the approach of light. Sat 
up three hours yefterday.. The blifters difcharge well. ‘lhe pills 
were directed to be continued, and the friGtion with mercurial 
ointment to be refumed. , 

“ 6th. Pain much lefs acute; has fat up feveral hours. 
Pulfe natural; pupils not dilated; flept well. Remedies to be 
continued. 

“ 8th. Pain gone. Complains of nothing but weaknels. 
~The pills and. friction to be omitted. | 

“ y2th. No complaint but that of being rather coftive. 

(No. 258.) B Mafs. pil. Ruf 3jfs. ee 
: /Calomel. 5}. 
Syr. fimp.’ gq. s. ut ft. pil. xx. 
Sumat j. vel ij. pro re nata. 

«© arft. No return of the complaints. ie kz 

“During the worft period of her illnefs, it may be obferved, 
that fhe never afked for any thing; but when food of any kind 
was offered her, fhe took it very eagerly. She was not afflicted 
with vomiting, except during a few of the firft days.” 

‘Dr. Garnett makes the following remarks on this cafe : 

“ From a view of the fymptoms in the preceding cafe,” fays 
he, ‘ there can be little hefitation in referring them to the dif- 
eafe which Dr. Whytt calls Hydrocephalus internus ; but which 

Dr. Cullen, perhaps with more propriety, calls Apoplexta hydroces 
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phalicay, though I think this term not altogether unexceptionable, 


for reafons which I fhall afterwards mention. * 

«« All the fymptoms enumerated by this accurate nofologift, in 
his definition, were prefent in this cafe. ‘ Apoplexia (Aydroce- 
 phalica), paulatim adoriens; infantes et impuberes, primum lafhi- 
tudine, febricula et dolore capitis, dein _pulfu tardiore, pupillz 
dilatatione, et fomnolentia afficiens.”’ | 

‘© Within thefe laft fix years I have feen feveral inftances of 


this difeafe, and though only in the cafes I have mentioned have 
T been able to effeét a cure, yet in two others the fymptoms were 


fo much alleviated by what 1s generally called the antiphlogiftic 
plan, conjoined with mercurials and digitalis, that I had great 
hopes of their recovery. But the misfortune is, that a phyfician 
-36 generally confulted after the inflammatory ftage is paft, in which 
alone any good can be done. : . 

“‘ Since Dr. Whytt favoured the world with his excellent hiftory 


of this difeafe, I think it has been Pas a general opinion that — 
iable to its attacks, and 


children are almoft the only fubjects 
chiefly thofe between the fourth and tenth years of their age; and 
I am of opinion, that the fymptoms which indicate the prefence 
of this difeafe, feldom fhew themfelves in an advanced period of 
life, but are much oftener met with in infants; yet, from the 
obfervations. of Dr. Quin, and my own experience, this difeafe 
does not by any-means appear to be confined within the dimits juft 
mentioned. The fubject of this cafe was fixteen. Thad one pa- 
tient who was thirty years of age, and another thirteen. Dr. 


Quin relates fome cafes of patients forty years of age, though 


fuch inftances are certainly not very common in the ufual courle 
of practice. - tes 

© The proximate caufe of this difeafe has hitherto been involved 
in confiderable obfcurity,.and confequently the practice muft have 
been guided by vague and uncertain principles... A due confider- 
ation of the various circumftances which prefent themfelves in 
this difeafe, together with the appearances on difleCtion, would 


induce us to fufpeét, on very probable grounds, that the difeafe 


depends upon, and is generally (if not always) accompanied by, a 
plethoric ftate. of the veffels of the brain, occafioning a confider- 
able degree of inflammation, and generally (though not always) 
producing un extravafation of watery fluid before death. As 
proofs of the exiftence of this inflamed ftate of the brain, 1 beg 


leave to offer the following circumftances. In all cafes where . 


- blood has been drawn, it exhibits the fame appearance as in cafes 
which are undoubtedly inflammatory. In fome of the cafes which 


fell under my obfervation, the blood had this appearance ‘in as _ . 


wreat a degree as I have ever obferved in pleurify. The acutenefs 
of the pain and fullnefs of the pulfe likewife countenance this 


! 
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fuppofition ; but what amounts almoft to a demonftration, is the. 
aggravation of the fymptoms from the exhibition of ftimulants, 
and the relief which in the firft ftage of the difeafe always attends 
the antiphlogiftic or debilitating plan ; both of which were feen in 
the cafe juft related. The appearances-on diflection likewife 
confirm this. Dr. Quin mentions the appearances which pre~ 
{ented themfelves in the brain of a young woman who died at 
Edinburgh in the year 1777, and that of a boy attended by his 
father fome years ago in Dublin. In both of thefe cafes the 
blood-veffels of the brain were fo unufually diftended, that the 
whole cerebrum and cerebellum refembled an anatomical prepara= 
tion, in which the utmoft force of injeCtion had been employed. 
What is very remarkable in thefe cafes is, that though the fymp- 
toms preceding death were fo unequivocal, yet in both cafes, to 
_ the-aftonifhment of thofe who were prefent, and who expeGed to 
find a confiderable quantity of water in the cranium, none could 
be difcovered. Ke | : . 
_.. © In four other cafes mentioned by Dr. Quin, where the quane 
tity of effufed blood in the fluid found in the ventricles was con- 
fiderable, there were figns fo vifible of an increafed flow of blood 
to the brain, that in all of them the veffels were remarkably tur- 
gid, and in many of them a great degree of inflammation had ace 
tually taken place. . a5 te.) 
“¢ The accurate Morgagni alfo relates feveral inftancesin which - 
the fymptoms of this difeafe had been prefent, and. where, upon 
diffection, evident marks of morbid accumulation, and of an in- 
Mammatory ftate of the veflels of the brain, had appeared. 
** All thefe circumftances ftrongly tend to.confirm.the fuppo- 
fition that the fymptoms, particularly thofe which appear in the 
firft ftage of apoplexia hydrocephalica, depend upon a plethoric and 
inflammatory ftate of the veflels of the brain. And though in 
‘many Cafes, upon diflection, a quantity of fluid has been found 
ur the ventricles of the brain, yet may not this be looked upon as 
a confequence of the difeafe, rather than as the caufe of it? And 
is it not probable that this watery effufion does not take place till 
the veflels have been opprefled for fome time by the exceflive con- 
geftion of blood, and in confequenc of this, and the violent ex- 
citement, have loft their tone; whence the aqueous fluids are dif- 
charged in confiderable quantities into the adjacent cavities, while 
the abforbents, probably weakened by the fame, caufe, are unable 
to abforb the fluid fo fait as it is effufed? It appears to me even. . 
doubtful whether the fymptoms which generally fhew themfelves 
_ in this difeafe depend upon the effufed fluid. Many of them un-. — 
doubtedly do not; and in the two cafes related by Dr. Quin, ‘all 
the fymptoms that generally attend this difeafe were prefent, and 
"yet upon difleCtion, to the aftonifhment of the {peCtators, who 
“vers prepared to find a great redundancy of water within the cra- 
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nium; none could be difcovered in any part of the brain.’ Surely 
the name Aydrocephalus is not applicable to fuch cafes. 

« In every cafe, therefore, it would be proper in the firft ftage, 
if no fymptoms particularly forbid, to ufe the debilitating plan to 
a confiderable extent. I have made ufe of it in three cafes which 
~ have been cured, and have feen others much relieved by it. At 

the fame time, however, it muft be noticed, that the other reme- 
dies foon to be mentioned were adminiftered ; for the difeafe ge- 
nerally runs on fo rapidly to its fatal period, that I think it would 
not be juftifiable to neglect any of the means likely to arreft its | 
progre{s, 4 
. In flréng fubjects, efpecially thofe who have attained the age 
of puberty, general bleeding may be ufed; but I fhould rather 
prefer local bleeding, becaule eventually a great degree of debility 
comes on; and it feems probable that the accumulation in the 
yeffels of the head may be moft effectually relieved by evacuations 
made as near the part as poflible. Iam convinced that there of- 
ten exifts, not only in this difeafe, but in fome others of the in . 
flammatory kind; a local inflammation, without much general {thenic 
diathefis ; and when the veffels have taken on an inflammatory 
ation im any part, general bleeding may be employed to fuch an . 
extent as to weaken the fyftem very much, without confiderably 
abating the increafed ation, while local bleedings, efpecially 


_ after one general evacuation, often produce a {peedy folution of 


the inflammation. ‘This is the cafe particularly with the acute 
aheumatelthans yore. ‘e i 
“Jn fome cafes it might be advifable to open the jugular vein, | 

or even the temporal artery ; but I have never yet feen either of 
' thefe operations performed in this difeafe. As, in almoft all cafes, 
coftivencfs takes place, and aggravates the fymptoms, jt will_be 
right to keep the see di open by means of purgatives exhibited by 
the mouth, or ftimulant clyfters. In all cafes I have had recourfe 
to blifters, and I think with advantages Where it has not been 
_objeéted to, I have applied a blifter to. the whole head; in other 
cates | have dire€ted them to be applied behind the ears, or be- 
-tween the fhoulders. | vee 

© The greatef} chance of cure is during the inflammatory fiage, and 
by means of the antipblogiffic regimen carried to its fulleft extents 
Whether in this {tage much is to be expected from mercurials, — 
I cannot fay. Is it not probable that this remedy may produce 
its good effects by exciting the action of the abforbents, and thus 
enabling them to take up the extravafated fluid? and. would they 
have produced any good effects in the two cafes related. by Dr. 
Quin, where there was no watery effufion? ‘The digitalis being 
one of the moft powerful diuretic remedies with which we are 
‘acquainted, is a very proper remedy in this difeafe; and I think 
J have found that its diuretic effeéts are much more certain and 
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powerful, when conjoined with mercury. The digitalis hike- 
wife claims attention on other grounds. It feems to. poffefs. the 
power of diminifhing the action of the arterial fyftem in a very 
remarkable degree, and is therefore indicated in the inflammatory 
{tage.” 

Cafe VI. By At. White, of Bath. This cafe occurred at the 


. Bath City Difpenfary, between four and five years ago. ‘lhe fub- 


ject of it was a boy-feven years of age, and of a mufcular fanguine 
temperament. | \ 7 
“* His mother informed me,’’ fays Mr. White, ‘* that, for a 
month previous to applying for advice, he had, at intervals, com- 
lained of a pain in his head, attended with lofs of appetite and 


’ ftrength. Sometimes he vomited once or twice'a-day; at other 


times once in two or three days; he had alfo fallen down on the 
floor feveral times in fits; he had been thirfty and feverith, 
When | firft faw him, he was in a ftate of total infenfibility, 
which had been preceded by a violent, acute pain in his head. 
On examination, the pupils of his eyes were found much dilated, 
and did not apparently poffefs the f{malleft. degree of irritability. 
His face was flufhed, his urine difcharged involuntarily, and his 
bowels were coftive; he made a conftant noife, and-his lips were 
in perpetual convulfive motion. I immediately opened the tem- 
poralartery, ordered his head ‘to be fhaved, bathed with vinegar, 
a blifter to be there applied, and another betwixt his fhoulders. 
He took {mall dofes of calomel, combined with digitalis, and oc- — 
cafionally took a draught, compofed of mift. camphor: fpt. xether. - 

vitriol. comp. and tinct. opii. As purgatives produced no effect 
in ftimulating the inteftines, clyfters were reforted to for ‘that 
purpofe. After remaining in the ftate above defcribed about a 


. fortnight, evident fymptoms of amendment took place, and he foon 


recovered his ufual {trength.” 
Cafe VII. “ Aug. 19. William Sedman, aged nine, of a dark 


~ complexion, and {pare habit, was, feized, three days ago, with a 


violent pain in his head, attended with vomiting; the latter has 
ceafed, but the former has continued fo acute as to make him - 


frequently {cream out; at other times he lies in a comatofe ftate. 


Has had feveral convulfion fits. He takes no food, except when 
alittle liquid is forced into his mouth with a tea-fpoon. His 
pulfe is quick and fmall, {kin temperate, tongue tolerably clean. 
When fenfible, complained of thirft; bowels coftive; urine dif- 
charged involuntarily and copioufly. For a fortnight previous to 
this attack, his father noticed his being hot at night. On the firft - 


day of his illnefs an emetic was given, which brought off a gréat 


~ 


quantity of bile from his ftomach. The following medicines were 
preicribed : Se pe ; | 
(No. 259.) B, Calomel. pp. gr. iij. 

Conferv. rofe, q. f. 


Ut ft. pil. ftatim fumenda. 
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(No. 260.) B Magnes. vitriol. 3ij. folve in 
Ag. pur. 3ij. adde 
| Aq. menth. pip. 3. | 
Fiat miftura cujus capiat cochl. j..amplum quarta quaque’ 
hora. d yiechee 55 

_ Applicetur emplaft. canthar. inter fcapul, | 

“ Aug. 20. 11 A, M. He ftill continues in an infenfible 
fate. ‘The pupils are dilated ; but at the approach and removal 
of a lighted candle, they alternately contract and dilate, al 
though he does not take the leaft notice of any furrounding ob- 
jects, Pulfe rather flower than yefterday. Bowels have been 
moved once. 

_Applic. hirudines fex temporibus, 
Repet. pil. calomel. {tatim. 
(No. 261,) B Pulv, fol. digital, purpur. gr.3,- 9 - Mogi 
yin Calomek orp. OTE | | 
- Conferv. rofx, q. f. | 
Fiat pil. mane no€teque fumenda. a it 
4 P.M. Vifited him again, and was informed, that, in- 
_ about ten minutes after the leeches came off, his fenfes returned, 
He requeited fomething to eat, and made water voluntarily. : 

“ Aug. 21, 11 A. M. He continues fenfible, and tolerably: 
free from pain. Was reftlefs till about one o’clock in the morn- 
ing; after which he had four hours’ found flee Pulfe rather - 

quicker than yefterday. Has had two motions, but makes very | 


little ‘water: : j i 
~ (No. 262.) & Kali acetat. 3}. ramet 
ay Aq. menth. pip. 
Aq. pur. aa. 31]. | 
 Sumat cochi. j. magn. 4ta. quaque hora, | 

« g P.M. About five o’clock this afternoon he had a febrile _ 
accefhion, with flight delirium. Has made more water. ‘Com- 
plains rather of a pain in his head. Has had no fleep fince the - 
morning. The following draught was prefcribed; wv 
(No. 263.) R Aq. menth. pip. 3vi. | 

Mift. camphor. 37}. 
Tin. opi gtt. vily. | a 
Spt. cetheris vitriol. comp. gtt. xx. 
‘ Mifce fiat hauftus. | ? 

« Aug. 22. Has been reftlefs during the night, although he 
took the draught. Complains rather of pain in the left fide of 
his head ; at intervals appears flightly delirious ; has had one loofe 
ffool. Had no return of the febrile acceflion yefterday evening. 5 

7 Applic. 1terum hirudines tres tempori finiftro, ~ 

Perftet in ufu pil. digital. & miftura. 4 
» & Aug, 23. Has had a very good night without an opiate 4 
_pain in his head relieved, and remains quite fenfible, ba 
Repet. medicanten, mn hes ie 
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44, Continues to mend. : 

“25+ Has now no complaint. but debility; arid of that he 
quickly recovered.”’ : 

_ Cafe VII. “ Sept. ro. Sufannah Hairtis, aged forty-fix, of 
a dark complexion and fpare habit, complairied of a pain in her 
head, ‘chiefly acrofs the os frontis, and fometimes at the occiput, 
accompanied with a fenfation of weight. ‘The pain was at inter. 
vals fo acute, that fhe could fcarce refrain from {creaming out, 
and was much increafed when fhe lay in a horizontal pofition. 
~ She alfo complained of dimnefs of fight, obje&s appearing double, 
and of various’colours. She was often fick, and vomited; what 
the threw off tafted four and bitter. Had frequent fhiverings 
“in the courfe of the day, fucceeded by hot fluthings; fhe ‘had 
alfo great anxiety and reftleffnefs. er pulfe was hard and fre- 
quent, but had not a full ftroke; fkin warm; tongue white, al- 
though fhe had not much thirft. Her bowels were regular, and 
the made a proper quantity of water. “Her appetite was not very 
good, and fhe refted badly at night. Several of her fingers were 
clenched, andthe had a great deal of convulfive motion. The ca- 
tamenia were upon her. She had been ill about three weeks, and 
was at firft feized with an head-ach and chillnefs. On enquiry, T 
found fhe had ‘received a blow on the head fome time previous te 
her illnefs. | . ~ 

“Mittatur fang. ad 3xij. 
(No. 264.) R Calonielas gr. vj. 3 ; 
Pulv. Jalap. gr. viij. ft. bol. mane fumendus. 
Sumat miitur. falin. 3j. 4ta quaque hori. 

** The-blood ‘was exceedingly fizy, afluming the cup-like aps 
pearance. i a | 

“11. The pain in her head was much abated ; pulfe not fo 
hard, and lefs frequent; fkin cool ; tongue cleaner. Her fingers 
were not fo much contracted, and her fight was rather better. ‘The 
bolus had opened her ‘bowels fufficiently. She was ordered to 
continue the mixture. Byiehe t | : to 

“12. Her head ‘was rather more painful than yefterday. 
Pulfe fomewhat increafed in hardnefs and frequency. 

Admoveantur hirudines fex tenrporibus, ‘et ‘imponatur 
_ Empl. Canthar. inter feapul. “Conitin. mift. ‘falina. 

“€ 13+ Hershead was much better, and the anxiety and reft- 
lefinefs confiderably abated. *Pulfe'lefs hard and frequent. She 
had quite recovered the'ufe of her fingers. Her bowels were open. _ 
—Repet. miftur. lp Py ie. > 

“ 15-~ Her head free from’pain, but'the dimnefs.of fight not 
entirely removed. - i | { 
98, Elead ftill continued eafy. Pulfe fmall and weak, but 


- 
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“by no means quick. Her reft at night was much better. She had 
_ftill flight febrile alternations.’ Sie . * 

“© 9¢, Had no return of pain in her head, and felt rio -com= 
plaint but debility, on which account a cordial ‘mixture was pre- . 
{cribed.” ‘ | hen SE 16 

Mr. White, however, adds, that in the courfe of ten days he 
was again requef{ted to viit her, although at the ‘laft ‘report fhe 
was able to attend at the Difpenfary herfelf. She now complain- 
ed of a violent pain in her {tomach, accompanied with ficknefs 
and vomiting ;. her pulfe, as at firft, was hard ahd frequent. As 
the fymptoms indicated a recommencement of the inflammatory 
action, eight ounces of blood were taken from her’ arm, which ~ 
exhibited the fame appearance as before. | i bi 3u 

«As her head feemed but little affected,” fays Mr. White, I 
apprehended there might be a metaftafis of the inflammation to. 
the ftomach, to which part a blifter was applied, and a faline - 
_draught in the effervefcing ftate ordered to be given every four 


hours. By thefe her ftomach was relieved from the violence of | - 


the pain; but the ficknefs and vomiting {till continued. There 
was no evacuation from the bowels, unlefs by means of purgatives. 
Her head. became again more affe&ted with pain, ‘particularly in 
the left fide, and was fometimes violently agitated with convulfive 
motions. The pupils were more than ufually contraéted, and 
flightly fenfible to the ftimulus of light, fo that fhe could difcern 
objects, though but confufedly.. Her pulfe became prematurely 
flow. She was perfedtly fenfible. ; 
 « Notwithftanding the application of leeches to her temples, 
and a blifter on her head, with various other remedies, fhe died 
in the courfe of a fortnight. Camis: . | 
. © On examining the head, the right lateral ventricle was quite 
empty, but the left lateral one contained about half an ounce of 
clear fluid. Neither the veffel of the dura or pia’ mater were 
turgid with blood; the. finufes were alfo empty.” It feems no 
other morbid appearance was obferved, which could lead to a 
{ufpicion that the blow fhe had received was the occafion of the 
fymptoms defcribed. Mr. White here makes the following reflec- 
tions: “ The two laft cafes, I think,”’ fays he, ‘* clearly demon- 
{trate the great utility of evacuation principally 5 and if this pro- 
pofition be granted, it will naturally follow, that where evacuation 
is proper, ftimulants muft be the reverfe. . It is true, fome medi- 
‘cines of alleged ftimulant power were exhibited ; but that was 
‘chiefly with a view to palliate feveral fymptoms, and then not till 
after evacuants had been employed. | yA 
“In this difeafe, we have not only to lament the frequent in- 
fidious and equivocal nature of its fymptoms, ‘but alfo the oppo- 
fite opinions that are fill entertained by medical writers, refpect- 
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ing its nature or proximate caufe, which muft prove an additional 
embarraflment to the young practitioner. . | 

Dr. Whyte, to whom we are greatly indebted for a very 
minute defcription of the fymptoms ufually attendant on the 
difeafe, obferves, ¢ the immediate caufe of every kind of dropfy is 
the fame, viz. fuch a ftate of the parts as makes the exhalent arte- 
ries throw out a greater quantity of fluids than the abforbents can 
take up.’ Which ftate, from what he afterwards mentions, he 
evidently confidered as confifting in debility. : 

*¢ Dr. Darwin thinks inactivity, or torpor of the abforbent vef- 
{els of the brain, isthe caufe of Aydrocephalus-internus ; yet, in . 
another part of his work, he acknowledges, that the torpor of the 
abforbent veffels may frequently exift as a {econdary effect. 

“ Dr. Brown fays, ‘that hydrocephalus internus is evidently a 
difeafe of debility, and requires remedies which increafe the ex- 
citability of the fyftem.’ . ae es Beak ik ¢ 
© There are likewife others who view the fubje&t in a ve 
different light;\ and, I think, more properly. Dr. Withering 
obferves, that in very many cafes, if not in all, congeftion or 
flight inflammation are the precurfors to the aqueous accumula. 
Ons. 3): g , eh ve 

“ Dr. Rufh is of opinion, that inftead of being confidered as _ 
an idiopathic dropfy, it fhould be confidered only as an effe& of - 
a primary inflammation, or congeftion of blood inthe brain. ¢ It 
appears,’ fay he, ¢ that the difeafe, in its firft flage, is the effe@ 
of caufes which produce a lefs degree of that inflammation which 
conftitutes phrenitis; and that its fecond ftage is a lefs degree of 
that effufion which produces ferous apoplexy in adults. The 
former partakes of the nature of the chronic inflammation of Dr. 
Cullen, and the afthenic inflammation of Dr. Brown.’ I have 
taken the liberty (he further adds) to call it phrenicula, from its 
being a diminutive fpecies or ftate of phrenitis. hein 

“ Dr. Beddoes fays, he believes it to belong to inflammations, 
and that, at an early period of the difeafe, he fhould be tempted 
to bleed as largely as in pneumonia. 7 : 

“This difference of opinions may, in fome degree, be.account- 
ed for, if we advert to the divifion of the difeafe into the acute 
and chronic fpecies. In the former, the difeafe proves fatal in 
lefs than a months and it is feldom that more than two or. three 
ounces of fluid are found within the ventricles. In the latter 
{pecies, the patient furvives for many months, fometimes for -a 
year or two; and the bones of the cranium are {feparated from 
each other tora great diftance, ff 

“« From a variety of other cafes of hydrocephalus internus, as 
well as the preceding, which have fallen under my obfervation, I 
am led to think, that the difeafe very rarely occurs from mere de- 


/ 
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bility, as.a primary caufe ; but that debility is an effet induced 
by a previous excefs of a€tion in the arterial fy{tem. : 

« "The great analogy fubfifting between the fymptoms which are 
characteriftic of inflammation, and thofe which form the firft ftage 
of the acute fpecies of hydrocephalus internus, together with the 
good. effeéts often confequent on blood-letting, and the inflamma-~ 
- tory appearance which the blood frequently exhibits, are, I think, 
{trong proofs of the difeafe being an active inflammation. It is 
very obvious, that the firft ftage of hydrocephalus internus is 
attended with an augmentation of the fenfibility of the brain, 
from the violent:acute pain of that organ; the painful fenfation _ 
experienced on the eyes being expofed-to the ftimulus of light; 
and the fimilar painful effe& produced by noife on the organ of 
hearing ; which phenomena are confidered by nofological writers 
as pathognomonic fymptoms of. inflammation. Dr. Darwin fays, 
that when the eye is inflamed, light becomes eminently painful; 
_ owing to the increafed irritative motions of the retina, and the 
confequent increafed fenfation. Dr. Ruth allo obferves, that he 
has remarked an uncommon acutenefs in hearing attend two cafes 
of this diforder; in one of them, the {parks which were difcharg- 
ed from an hiccory fire, produced great pain and ftartings, which 
threatened convulfions. s 

“The termination of inflammation by effufion into the other cavi- 
ties, is. an additional proof of the preceding fuggeftions refpeCting 
the nature of the difeafe; as there are inftances of pneumonic 
inflammation terminating in hydrothorax. 

“‘ The defcription which has been given by another phyfician of 
the hydrops plethoricus, ftill further confirms what I have ftated, 
_ relative to the nature of hydrocephalus. He obferves, that in the 
diffection of thofe dying of thofe difeafes (hydrops plethoricus) 
collections of water have been found over the whole body, but 
particularly in the cavities of the thorax and cranium : the large 
veflels have been found turgid, being diftended with much blood. 
When the difeafe has been of the acute kind, no inconfiderable 
inflammations have been obferved. 

« With regard to the curative indications in this difeafe, the ne- 
ceflity of blood-letting carmot, I think, be too forcibly imprefied ! 
upon the minds of young practitioners; and it ought to be car- 
ried to fuch an extent, as to anfwer a determinate end, viz. that 
of leffening topical congeftion, and diminifhing arterial aCtion. 
Although the primary ftage is the only period in which we can — 
reafonably hope to derive any advantage from this remedy, yet, 
even when the fymptoms which chara¢terife ‘the: fecond ftage 
have commenced, I would at leaft advife a topical bleeding; as 
there is reafon to apprehend, that the fame effeét is fometimes 
produced from mere diftenfion of veffels, as when effufion has 


IYDROCEPHALUS, R17 
taken place. The fudden relief fometimes obtained by bleeding, 
I think favours this idea. In fhort; I confider what Dr. Beddoes 
has faid, refpecting venefection, to be of more practical utility 
than all that has hitherto been written on the fubject. * 

““ Purging is alfo neceffary, not only-on’account of leffening 
detérmination to the head, but particularly as the fymptoms, 
which proceed merely from foulnefs in the ftomach and bowels, 
refemble thofe of hydrocephalus, and have been frequently foon 
removed by evacuating the bowels; cafes of this kind are recorded 
by Dr. Armftrong and Dr. Underwood. 

“ Bhfers appear alfo proper ; and Dr. Ruth obferves, that they 
fhould be omittéd in no {tage of the diforder; for even inthe in- 
flammatory ftage, the difcharge they occafion from the veflels of 
the head, greatly overbalances their ftimulating effects upon the 
whole fyftem : lately, it has been recommended to apply them 
in the courfe of the futures, and to keep up a difcharge by 
means of an iffue; but as the ceratum fabine is capable of excit- 
ing a proper difcharging furface, it appears preferable, its applia 
cation being much lefs troublefome than that of an ifue. 

“‘ T have frequently given the digitalis; and I think, with Dr. 
Ferrier, that it appears adapted to fome indication in every {pecies, © 
and every ftage of the diforder ; as, promoting abforption, leffen- 
ing irritation, and diminifhing fever. 

“ With regard to ftimulants, in the firft {tage of this difeafe, 
when there is evidently increafed ation with local congeftion, 
they muft obvioufly do harm; for in that cafe, as Dr. Darwia 
judicioufly obferves, they *increafe the ation of the fecerning, more 
_ than of the abforbent fyftem; but, after copious evacuations, the 
refiftance to the progrefs of the abforbed fluids is removed, and 
_ ftimulants then applied, increafe the ation of the abforbent fyf- 
tem, more than that of the fecerning one. rete 

This obfervation is exemplified in ferofulous ophthaimia, | 
where we find the complaint frequently increafed by the applica-* 
tion of ftimulants, if ufed previous to the removal of the local 
plethora, by topical bleeding.” : 

Mr. White concludes by obferving, that though much has been 
faid in favour of mercury in the treatment of this difeafe, he 
never faw any good effects refulting from its exhibition, unlefg 
combined with digitalis; and we certainly think the latter well 
entitled to a fair trial in fuch cafes. 
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Sp. IV. ApopLexy from Atrabilis. 
Apoplexia ‘atrabiliatis, ‘Sauv: fp: 12. Preyfinger, fp. 6x4 ; 


‘This takes place-in the laft  ftage ‘of: the diffufion of bile 
_ through the fyftem,-i.-e. of the black jaundice, and in fome cafes 
the brain hath been found .quite tinged brown. It.cannot :be 
thought to admit. of any cure.. - oh sev > RR 


Sp. V. APoPLexy from External Violence. 


Apoplexia traumatica, Sauv.{ps 2s 
Carus traumaticus, Sduv. fp. 5. 


~The treatment of this difeafe, as it arifes from fome external 
_ injury, exclufively falls under the management of the furgeon. 


N 


‘Sp. VIL | A Banvcass from Poifons. 


_ Apoplexia temulenta, Savv. fp.:3. ats : ae BS 

Carus a:narcoticis, Sauv. fp. 14. whee 

Lethargus a narcoticis, Sawv. fp. 3. 
Carus a plumbagine, Sauv. fp. Io. 

- Apoplexia mephitica, Sawv. {ps 14. 

* Afphyxia a mephitide, Savv. fp. g- 

Afphyxia a mufto, Sauv. Epidsinly, | 4s ae 
Catalepfis a fumo. Sauv. fp. 3. : 
Afphyxia a fumis, Sauv. {psi2: 
Afphyxia a carbone, Sauv. fp. 16. 
Afphyxia foricariorum, Savv. fp. 11. 

_ Afphyxia fideratorum, Sawv. {p. 10. 
Carus ab infolatione, Sauv. {p. 12. 
Carus a frigore. Sauv. {p. 15. 
Lethargus a frigore; Savv. ip.6.. | 
Afphyxia congelatorum, Sawv. {p. 5. 


The poifons which bring on an apoplexy when taken internally — 
may be either of the flimulant or fedative kind, as {pirituous 
liquors, opium, and the more virulent kinds of vegetable poifons, 
The vapours of mercury or of lead, in great quantity, will fome- 
times produce a fimilar effet; though commonly they rather 
produce a paralyfis, and operate flowly. The vapours of char- 
coal, or fixed air, in any form, breathed in great quantity, alfo. 
produce an apoplexy, or a flate very fimilar to it; and ¢ven. _ 
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told itfelf produces a fatal fleep, though without the apopleCtic 
fnorting. To enumerate all the different fymptoms which affect 
the unhappy, perfons who have fwallowed opium. or any of the 
ftronger vegetable poifons, is impoflible, as they are fcarce to 
be found the fame in any two patients. .The ftate induced 
- by them feems to differ fomewhat from that, of a true apoplexy 3 
as it is commonly attended with convulfions, but has the partie. 
cular -diftinguifhing fign of apoplexy, namely, avery difficult 
breathing, or fnorting, more or lefs violent according to the quan- 
tity of poifonous matter {fwallowed. | - ee Sie lige es | 

Of the poifonous effects of fixed air, Dr. Percival gives the 
following account. ‘ All thefe noxious vapours, whether arif- 
. ing from burning charcoal, the fermenting grape,, the Grotto di 

Cani, or the cavern of Pyrmont,: operate. nearly. in the fame ; 
manner. . When accumulated and. confined, their effects are often 
inftantaneous ; they immediately deftroy the a€tion of the brain 
and nerves, and in a moment agreft the vital. motions. When 
more diffufed their effeCts are flower, but ftill evidently mark out 
‘a dire affection of the nervous fyftem. -.. ©... 

“‘ ‘Thofe who are expofed.to the vapours of the fermenting 
grape, are as in{tantly deftroyed as they would be by. the ftrongett 
electrical fhock. A ftate of infenfibility is-the immediate effect 
upon thofe animals which are thruft into the .Grotti di Cani, or 
the cavern of Pyrmont. ‘The animal is deprived of motion, lies 
as if dead; and if not quickly returned jinto,the frefh air, is irs 
recoverable. ‘And if we attend to the hiftories of thofe who have 
{uffered from the vapours of ‘burning charcoal,.we fhall, in like 
manner, find, that the brain and moving powers are the. parts pri- 
marily affected. | | Mets 

— - A-cook, who had been accuftomed to make ufe of lighted 
charcoal more than his ‘bufinefs required, and to ftand with his 
head over thefe fires, complained, fora year, of very.acute pain in 
the head; and after'this was feized with a paralytic affection of the 
-lower limbs, and.a flow fever. fi Hd 

«A perfon was left reading in bed, with a pan of charcoal in 

a corner of the roony: On being vifited early the next morning, 
_-he was found with his eyes fhut, his book open and laid on one 
fide, his candle extinguifhed, and to all appearance like one in a 
deep fleep. Stimulants and cupping-glaffes. gave no relief; but 
the was {oon recovered by the free accefs of freth air. 

*¢ Four prifoners, in order to make their efcape, attempted to ~ 
deftroy: the iron-works of their windows, by means of burning 
charcoal. As. foon as they commenced their operations, the 
fumes of the charcoal being confined by the clofenefs of the pri-. 
‘fon,* one» of them was {truck dead; another was found pale, 
{peechlefs, and without motion ; afterwards he fpoke incoherently, _ 
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was feized with a fever, anddied& The other two were with great 
dificulty recovered. ete i 44 
_ Two boys went to warm themfelves in a ftove heated with 
charcoal. In the morning they were found deftitute of fenfe and 
motion, with countenances as compofed as in a placid. fleep. 
There were fome remains of pulfe ; but they died in. a fhort 
time. Me | 
« A fifherman depofited a large quantity of charcoal in a deep 
cellar. Some time afterwards his fon, a healthy firong man, went 
down into the cellar with a pan of burning charcoal and a light in 
his hand. He had fearcely defcended to the bottom when his 
candle went out. He returned, lighted his candle, and again de- 
feended. Soon after, he called aloud for affiftance. His mother, 
brother, and a fervant, haftened to give him relief ; but none of 
them returned. ‘T'wo others of the village fhared the fame fates, 
Tt was then determined to throw large quantities of water into 
she cellar; and after two or three days they had aceefs to the 
dead bodies. fae by 

“ Coelivs Aurelianus fays, that thofe who are injured by the 
fumes of charcoal become cataleptic. And Hoffmanenumerates a 
train of fymptoms which in no refpect correfpond with his idea of 
fuffocation. Thofe who fuffer from the fumes of burning char- 
coal, fays he, have fevere pains in the head, great debility, faint- 
nefs, ftupor, and lethargy. | ap | 

“Tt appears from the above hiftories and obfervations, that 
thefe vapours exert their noxious effects on the brain and. nerves. 
Sometimes they oceafion fudden death 5 at other times, the various 
fymptoms of a debilitated fyftem, according as the poifon 1s more 
or lefs concentrated. The olfactory nerves are firft and princi- 

pally affeQted, and the brain and nervous fyftem by fympathy or 

confent of parts. it is well known, that there is a ftrong and 
ready confent between the olfactory nerves and many other parts 
‘of the nervous fyftem. The effluvia of flowers and perfumes in 
delicate or irritable habits, produce a train of fymptoms, which 
though tranfient, are analogous to thofe which are produced by 
the vapours of charcoals viz. vertigo, ficknefs, faintnefs, and. 
fometimes a total infenfibility, he female malefaétor, whom 
Dr. Mead inoculated by putting into the noftrils doffils of cotton, 
impregnated with variolous matter, was, immediately on the in-. — 
troduction, afflicted with the moft excruciating head-ach, and had 
a conftant fever till after the eruption. 

« The vapours of burning charcoal, and other poifonous efifu- 
via, frequently produce their prejudicial and even fatal effects, 
without being either offenfive to the fmell or oppreflive to the 
jungs. It is a matter of importance, therefore, that the common 
opinion fhould be more agreeable to truth ;. for where fuffocatiog 
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%8 fuppofed to be the effect, there will be little apprehenfion of 
danger, fo long as the breaft keeps free from pain or oppreffion. 

“ It may be well to remember, that the poifon itfelf is diftingt 
from that grofs matter which is offenfive to the {mell ; and that this 
is frequently in its moft active ftate when undiftinguifhed by the 
fenfe. Were the following cautions generally attended to, they 
‘might, in fome inftances, be the happy means of preferving life. 
Never to be confined with burning charcoal in a {mall room, or 
where there is not a free draught of air by a chimney or fome 
other way. Never to venture into any place in which air 
has been long pent up, or which from other circumftances ought 
to be fufpeéted ; unlefs fuch fufpected place be either previoufly 
well ventilated, or put to the teft of the lighted candle. For it is 
a fingular and well-known faét, that the life of fame in fome 
circumftances is fooner affected, and more expeditioufly extin-— 
guifhed by noxious vapours, than animal life. A proof of this I 
remember to have received from ‘a-very intelligent clergyman; 
who was prefent at a mufical entertainment.in the theatre at 
Oxford. ‘The theatre was crowded; and during the entertain- 
‘ment the candles were obferved to burn dim, and. fome of them 
went out. The audience complained only of a faintnefs and 
janguor; but had the animal effluvia been fill further accumu- 
tated, or longer confined, they would have been extinguifhed as 
well as the candles, | ! ’ 

« ‘The:moft obvious, effectual, and expeditious means of relief 
to thofe who have unhappily fuffered from this caufe, are fuch as 
will diflodge and wath away the poifon, reftore the energy of the 
brain and nerves, and renew the vital motions. Let-the patient. 
be therefore immediately carried into the open air, and let the air 
be fanned backwards and forwards to affift its-aGtion: let cold 
water be. thrown on the face; let the face, mouth, and noftrils, 
be repeatedly wafhed;-and as foon as practicable get the patient . 
to drink fome cold water, But if the cafe be too far gone to be 
thus relieved, let a healthy perfon breathe into the mouth ‘of the 
patient ; and gently force air inte the mouth, throat, and noftrils. 
Frictions, cupping, bleeding, and blifters, are likewife indicated. 
And if, after the inftant danger is removed, a fever be excited, 
the method of cure muft be adapted to the nature and prevailing 
fymptoms of the fever,” 

With regard to the poifon of opium, Dr, Mead advifes what 
appear to us very infufficient remedies ; fince, without the opium 
can be evacuated before it has rendered the ftomach infenfible to 
the ftimulus of an emetic, nothing yet known can prevent a fatal 
event. He defcribes the following method of cure. Befides eva-. 
cuations by vomiting, bleeding, and bliftering, acid medicines and 
lixivial falts-are proper. Thefe, he fays, contract the relaxed 
fibres, and by their diuretic force caufe a depletion of the veffiels, 


- 
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‘Dy. Mead fays he gave repeated dofes of a mixture of falt of 


wormwood and juice of lemons; with extraordinary fuccefs 5 but. 
that nothing is of greater confequence, than to ule proper means. 
for the prévention of fleep, by roufing and ftirring the patient, 
and forcing him to walk about; for if he be once permitted to 
fall into a found fleep, it will be found altogether -impoffible to 
awake himign Na oy Ca R Te oN yin 
In the Medical and Phyfical Journal we find related the fol- 
lowing cafe of the fatal effe&t of opium obviated, by Dr. 
Crowther. i i re ithe 
«On the 3oth of September, 1800,” fays the doctor, “1 was 
fent for to fee a young man.about 19 years of age, who, an hour 


7 ee 


. before, hadtaken an ounce of laudanum, with a view of deftroy- 


ing himfelf. He was them in a deadly ftupor, and his; pulle 120 
ina -minute.:  Tordered him to: be ftripped, and direted two 
men to rub-his.-body and linabs very: freely with fait, which was 
perfevered: in, withzoccafional fhort intervals of reft, for upwards 
of four hours... As foon as ‘any particular:part’ became hot,'or 
had a: tendency to excoriate, I ordered® the men to difcontinue 
the friGtion on that -part, “He thad already 'taken a large dofe of — 
ipecacuanha ;I afterwards gave him half a drachm of vitriolated 
zinc, diffolved in oneounce of water. - It was got into him: in 
this way; Two tea+fpoonsful were put into his mouth, -he -be- 
ing laid on his back; his nofe was then irritated. witha fea-— 
ther dipped in+liquor volat. cornu cervi, upon which: he was 
roufed, aud deglutition took’ place. In this way the juice of | 
three lemons were got into him. The emetic did not operate 
for more than an hour, and at la{t vomiting feemed to be effected 
by irritating the throat with the feather mentioned above. After- 
wards we adminiftered to him, in the fame way, .fome wine and 
water, and a mixtore with sether and cordial confection... Stimu- 
Jating the noftrils roufed him for a few feconds, and made him 
exert confiderable mufcular ftrength, but he relapfed again imme+ 
diately into his former ftupor. I ordered his noftrils-to\be irri= -— 
tated every ten minutes. He took the laudanum.at eight e@’clock 
in the evening, and the ftupor did not leave him until two 
o’clock in the morning. At eight o'clock, A. M. he feemed 
perfectly recovered, complaining only of forenefs.in confequence — 
of the friction. ellpic waetqnw,} 

« The indication-to be. kept in view in obviating the effect of 
opium, appears to be, as pointed.out*by Dr. Seaman, to produce 
fuch a degree of irritation as to counteraét its foporfic quality. | 
With this integtion I prefcribed the emetic, the ftimulation of 
the noftrils with lig. volat.. cornu cervi, and_ the friction: with 
falt. Nothing occurred to me. fo likely to produte an. equable 
irritation without fubfequent injury, as friction with falt. The 


_ effedt it ‘produced fully. anfwering .my expectation, I gave thg 


lemon juice more in compltenae with cuftom, than ¢ om any 
dependance on its antidotal operation. The ftomach is réndered 
fo torpid by the opium, that. very: little effect can be produced by 
the exhibition of internal remedies.” | | 

Of a nature fomewhat akin to the poifon of opium. tecins: to 
be that of laurel water, a fimple water diftiled from the leaves of 
the lauro-cerafus or. common laurel. The bad elffedts of this 
were firft obferved in Ireland, where it had-been cultomary to 
mix it with brandy for the fake of the flavour ; and thus two 
women were fuddenly killed. by it. This gave occafion to fome 
experiments upon dogs, in order to afcertain the malignant qua- 
lities of the water in queftion; and the event was as follows : 
All the dogs fell immediately into totterings and conyulfions of 
the limbs, which were foon followed by a total paralyfis, fo that 
© no motion could be excited even by pricking or cutting them. 
No inflammation was found upon diflection, in any. of the -inter- 
nal membranes. The moft remarkable thing was a great full- 
nefs and diftenfion of the veins, in-which the blood was fo fluid, 
that even the lymph in its veflels was generally found tinged with 
red. ‘Ihe fame effects were produced by the water injected into 
the inteftines by way of clyfter. 

To make the experiment more fully, Dr Nicholls prepared 
fome of this water fo ftrong, that about a drachm of beavy effen- 
tial oil remained at the bottom of three‘pints of it, which by fre- 
quent fhaking was again quite-incorporated with it, So virulent 
was this water, that two ounces of it killed a middle-fized dog in 
lefs than half a minute, even while it was pafling down his 


. throat.. The poifon appeared to refide entirely in the above-_ 


mentioned effential oil, which comes over by diflillation, not only 
from the leaves of Teueal, but from fome other vegetables ; for 
ten drops of red oil diftilled from bitter almonds, when mixed with 
half an ounce of igaitry and ean toa dog, killed him in lefs than 
halfan hour. 

Volatile alkalies are faid to.be.an antidote to this poifon; of 
which Dr. Mead gives the following inftance. About an ounce 
of {trong laurel-water was given toafmall dog. He fell imme- 
diately. iain the moft violent SATE: wee were foon fol- 
lowed by.a total lofs of motion,: When he -feemed to be expir- 
ing, a vial of good fpirit of fal ammoniac was held to his. nole, 
and a {mall quantity of the fame forced down his throat:.be in» 


{tantly felt its virtue ; and by contmuing the ufe. of it for fome- 


time, he by degrees recovered the motion of his legs ; and in two 
hours walked about with tolerable ftrength, and was afterwards 
quite well, — . 

The late Dr. Houlfton, of Liverpool, publifhed the following 
cafe of a boy poifoned by the root of hemlock dropwort; a plant 
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whofe-noxious effects feem to refemble thofe of the fubftances 
juft enumerated. - . 

«* On the roth of June, 1781, the eldeft fon of the Rev. Mr. 
Kirkpatrick, about nine years old, rambling with feveral other 
children in the fields adjoining to the Leeds canal, near Liver- 
pool, gathered, and gave to the others, a number of the roots of 
the hemlock dropwort, which he believed were earth-nuts, and 
of which he eat a much greater quantity than the reft. As he 
was returning honse he grew giddy ; and if he had not been pre- 
- vented, would have reeled into the canal. His inability to direct 
his motjons increafed gradually, and he was foon affected with 
{tupor and convulfions. His mother, apprifed of his fituation, 
{peedily came to him, and immediately, as fhe faid, conceived the 
idea of his having eaten fomething, the effects of which were 
fimilar to the poifon adminiftered to Sir Theodofius Boughton, 
_ til which time no fuch thing had been apprehended. Some water 
out of the canal was given him to drink, and he vomited a con- 
fiderable quantity of the root he had fwallowed: he, however, 
grew worle, raved, beeame heavy, and convulfed, and was car-. 
ried into a houfe adjoining. .Mr. Shertclitfe, a furgeon in the 
neighbourhood, was fent for; who, with a vicw to-evacuate what 
he had taken, gave him a folution of emetic tartar, and a pur- 
gative clyfter. | 
«“ He had fwallowed at leaft twenty grains of the tartar 
emetic when J was fent for to him about eight in the evening. 
T found him quite in the epileptic ftate, with the pupil of the eye 
vafily dilated, total infenfibility, and all the appearance of a per- 
fon in the laft-degree of intoxication. Convinced, that-unlefs 
the contents of the ftomach could be expelled, no hope of his 
recovery remained, I gave, in folution, a feruple of white vitriol, 
moft part of which was got down. 

‘© The conyulfions for fome time paft had been ftrong and 
frequent; they feemed to begin with an etfort, as it were, to 
vomit (though- after he got into the houfe he never vomited in 
the leaft). “The head was drawn to the right fide, and thrown 
back, general fpafms fucceeded, the eyes ftarted prodigionfly out 
from the fockets, and the tongue was thruft out and forcibly bit. 
Some zther was fent for ; and I poured a fmall quantity into the 
mouth, on the teniples, &c.~ It was thought at times to relieve 
the fits, which interrupted the circulation fo as to render the pulfe 
imperceptible, and often to give reafon to fuppofe it was irre- 
coverably ftopped. In this manner, however, the fcene was 
clofed at laft, rather placidly, about ten o’clock at night, after he 
had fuffered thus above four hours. The refpiration, though 
flow, continued tolerably eafy almoft to the laft. The clyfter 
operated a little before he died, and a very offenfive ftool follewed. 
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* Notwithftanding the boy had thrown up a confiderable 
quantity of the root, yet I had no doubt, but that fuch a part of 
what he had eaten remained in the ftomach, as would render 
every effort to fave: him ineffe€tual. The event unfortunately 
anfwered my expectation, and diffeGion confirmed the truth of 
the conjecture. .Mr, Shertcliffe found in the ftomach above an 
handful of the root; and noticed, very fenfibly, the fmell pecu= 
liar to it the moment he cut into the cellular membrane, though 


.$t was not twenty-four hours after death. 


¢ 


“It was at firft fuppofed, that what the boys had gathered and 
eaten. was. the water-parfnip; and afterwards, that it was the 
water-iiemlock. Indeed Boerhaave, in his Hiftoria Plantarum, 
under the article Sium (water-par{nip), commends the firft fpe~ 
cies for its aperient, emollient, and detergent qualities ; but adds, 
‘ that he never dared to adminifler it, from the refemblance 
which it bearsto the fecond {pecies, the cicuta aquatica, of which 
thofe who have eaten, unlefs relieved by vemiting, died dreadfully 
and fingularly convulfed.” The latter (the water hemlock), ~ 
which is extremely poifonous, is frequently confounded alfo with 
the hemlock dropwort, the plant now fpoken of; which js 
equaliy dangerous, and .is termed by Lobel, Ray, and others, 
cenanthe cicutz facie. This, however, it is certain, was the one 
pitched upon by the boy who with difficulty recovered, as the 
root he and his companions had eaten of. . rf 

‘© Four of the boys in company had partaken, thovgh more 
f{paringly, of the noxious repaft; ‘but, on the firft alarm, vomits 
having been exhibited, they all efcaped. One, however, was 


- with difculty made to vomit, though he took largely both 


emetic tartar and ipecacuanha ; and he was affected with giddi- 
nefs, drowfinefs, and twitching fo much, that for fome hours his 
recovery remained doubrful. He told me he had eaten a root and 
a half; and more than two. hours <had elapfed before he was 
fenfibly affected by it.””?—- Ap i 
In 1746, Dr. Watfon communicated to the Royal Society an 
account of feveral French prifoners poifoned at Pembroke by the 
hemlock dropwort ; but he found perfons were not fuficiently 
apprifed of the danger from that plant, notwithftanding this ac. 
count had been publifhed in the Philofophical TranfaGions and 


the public papers ; and therefore, in the gzoth Volume (1758), he 


gave another inftance in the cafe of —-— Mildane, a cabinet- 
maker of Havant in Hampfhire, who took about five fpoonfuls 
of the juice of this root inftead of the water-par{nip, and was 


foon atter feized with vomiting and canvulfions, in which he 


immediately died. 


Dr. Houlfton had alfo the merit of propofing a remedy for an- 
other {pecies of poifon, namely, the fwallowing of ardent fpirits if 


_darge quantities, which, in yarious inflances, in that town, bad 


_ 
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occafioned, death. “We fhall here give his own account.of the 
“procefss by which fome perfons in this unhappy: predicament 
avere-recovercds  giveGies) say ab bencati: , 
yf Many perfons,”’ he obferves, in his, Effay on Poifons, ** are 
foddenly deftroyed by drinking large quantities of {pirits. Their 
firft effects are ftimulant ; they quicken the ‘circulation, and oc- 
. cafion: much. blood to be thrown upon the head. They after- 
wards prove fedative ; they bring on ftupor ; lofs of reafon, total ; 
of motion and fenfation, almoft total. Their effects may be 
partly owing ‘toitheir entering, in fome degree, into the circula- 
tion; but: depend chiefly, when violent, on their action on the 
nerves of the ftomach. In confequence the brain is affected, and 
the nérvous influence fufpended, if not deftroyed. All the parts 
of the-body, therefore, partake of this infenfibility. As the fkin 
in fome cafes may be burnt even without feeling, fo the ftomach 
and inteftines may be ftimulated confiderably without any effect. 
The. motion’ of the heart and lungs is much enfeebled and in- 
terrupted, but continues irregulatly tll death enfues. 

' © To refcue the perfon from fo dangerous a flate is extremely 
dificult. To countera& thefe effects by medicine is lefs likely, 
both as the power of {wallowing is loft, and as probably little or 
no abforption then takes place. - But we ought to. endeavour, © 
Firft, to evacuate the poifon; or elfe, Secondly, to dilute it, and 
thereby weaken’ its aCtion.. With a-view to the firft, brifk 
vomits may be given; buat, from the want of irritability of the 
ftomach, thefe often will not aét, unlefs given early, when they ~ 
are of great fervice in cafe of intoxication. A dock-porter, who 
died inthe Liverpool infirmary, Feb. 28, 1780, got down over 
night nearly twelve grains of emetic tartar, diffolved; yet it pro- 
duced little or no effet, though he lived ull the next day. 
Purges are alfo proper, but liable, though in a lets degree, to the 
fame objection. Sharp clyfters may be adminiftered, and will © 
produce fome evacuation, but their operation does not extend far 
enough. sLarge’ clyfters of water only, or-of water in which 
purging. falis. are diffolved, thrown up with fome force by a 
| f{yringe, might be of more fervice. 


cad s 


« Oil has. been, advifed to be given, to help.'to evacuate the 
Spirit, or to. weaken its aQion.—But when the inactivity of the 
ftomach is become, fo great, and the danger fo preffing, there feems 
more: reafon to expectfuccels from Jargely diluting that poifon, 
which we in vain attempt to evacuate. When, intoxication has 
been produced by drinking ftrong liquors, large quantities of 
water or- weak |jquids drank, are found to leffen i very con- 
fiderably. And though the power of {wallowing be loft, yet by 
means of-a pipe: (as a flexible catheter) pafled beyond the glottis, 
or even down into the ftomach, water might be poured in, in 
fuch: a, quantity as was judged fufficient to dilute and carry off the 
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liquor in the ftomach. To the water might be added, with ad- 
vantage probably, vinegar, or any kind of acids or purgatives 
might be diffolved in it, to facilitate the poifon’s pafling off by 
the inteftines’ A pipe of this. kind too would afford the bett 
method of introducing fubftances.into the ftomach, to promote 
vomiting. ; | | ie 

** Putting the body into 2 warm bath, or the legs and. feet in 
warni water, will be of ufe, by leffening the quantity of blood 
accumulated in the head, and in the larger veflels ; and fome. of 
the water may, perhaps, be abforbed. With a view to relieve. the 
oppreflion, bleeding, and opening the temporal artery,. are advif+ 
able. If the pulfe is found to become freer and fuller on lofing 
fome blood, more may be taken away. Blifters may alfo be 
applied with advantage. — | 

The -coldnefs of the. extremities, and the evident difficulty 
with which the circulation is kept up, point out the propriety of 
aflifting it by warmth and friction applied to the fkin (as in re- 
covering drowned perfons). Motion, to prevent fleep, may be 
effentially ferviceable in fuch cafes. Great care fhould be taken 
to loofen the neck-band, garters, and every kind of bandage ; and 
that the body. fhould lie in a, natural, eafy,, pofture ; on. the 
fide 1s, perhaps, better than the belly, though that has been recom- 
mended, that the .fomach might the eafier difcharge its contents, 
. ‘The. breathing fhould not be obftru€ted, nor the neck lie low or 
injavbent-pofitians? 4,5 vty ate i a ON 

_ With regard to the.pernicious effects of cold, there is no other 

way of counteracting them but by the application of external 
heat. We are.apt.to.imagine, that the {wallowing confiderable 
quantities of ardent {pirits may be a means of making~ us. refift 
the cold, and preventing the bad effects of it from -arifing to fuch 
a height as to deflroy life; but thefe do not appear to be in the 
leaft poffeffed of any fuch virtue in thofe countries liable to great 
excefles.of cold. The, Peruvian bark. (vide tormule, No. gr 
and 150.), by ftrengthening the folids, as well as increafing the 
motion of the fluids, is found to anfwer better than any other 
thing as a prefervative : but when the pernicious effets have al- 
ready begun to. difcover themfelves, nothing but increafing, by 
fome means or other, the, heat of the body, can poffibly. be 
‘depended upon: and even this muft be attempted very gradually ; 
for.as in fuch cafes there is generally a;tendency to mortification in 
fome of the extremities. The fudden application of heat will .cer- 
tainly increafe this tendency to fuch a degree as to deftroy the 
paris. But the fubject, in general, as well as the external treat- 
ment of fuch mortifications, belongs to Surgery. | 

The confideration of thofe poifons whofe action is exerted 
chenucally on the ftomach,. is referved for another part of our 
-work,.as they do not properly belong to. the Genus ARoPLEXIA. 
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Sp. VIt. APOPLEXY from Pafficns of the Adind, 


’ Carus a pathemate, Sauv. fp. 11. 

| Afphyxia, a pathemate, Savy. fp. 7 

Ecflafis cateche, Savy, fp. 1. 

Ecflafis refoluta, Sauu. fp. 2. Ae 

AroPLexies from violent paffions may be cither fanguineous 
er ferous, though more commonly of the former than the latter 
fpecies. “Fhe treatment “is the fame in either cafe. “ Or ‘they 
may partake of the nature of catalepfy ; in which cafe the method 
ef treatment is the fame with that of the genuine catalepfy. 


Sp. VEEL. The Cataleptic APoPLEXY. 


é Catalephis, Sauv. gen, 176, ‘Lin. 129. Vog. 230. Sag. gen. 
“983. Boerb. 1046. Funck. 44. isin cok tt a al 


“Dr. Cullen fays he has never feen the Catalepfy except when 
counterfeited ; and is of opinion that many of ‘thofe cafes related 
by other authors have alfo been counterfeited, It is faid to come 
on fuddenly, being only preceded by fome lahguor of body and 
mind; and to return by paroxyfms. The patients are faid to be 
for fome minutes, fometimes (though rarely} for fome hours, 
deprived of their fenfes, and all power of' voluntary motion ; but 
conftantly retaining the pofition in which they were firft feized, 
whether lying or fitting; and if the limbs be put into any other 
pofture during the fit, they will keep the pofture in which they 
are placed. When they recover from the paroxyfm, they re- 
member nothing of what paffed during the time of it, but are like. 
perfons awaked out of a fleep. | . 

A medical gentleman about fifteen years ago, had feemingly a 
true cataleptic attack; of which, with many affurances of the. 
truth of his narrative, he publifhed the following account in the 
Britifh Magazine for March, 1800. — ~ wid pt nt 
- In the fummer of the year 1776, he became fuddenly indif- 
pofed whilft feated with others at tea, at a {hort diftance from the 
table ; and, in reaching out his hand to put down’ his cup, was 
feized with a confcious inability either to advance or, withdraw» 
it, though the at propofed was already half performed. On at- 
tempting to make towards the door, he became fixed, in a fland- 
ing pofture, in the midft of the attempt, but recovered his powers 

in the {pace of a very few minutes; having felt, during the pas 
roxy{m, no pain whatever, though alive to much mental feeling, 
and to a ftrong fenfe of fhame at the ludicrous appearance he 
fuppofed himfelf to haye exhibited to the company prefents 
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Whether any cordial-or other medicine was then exhibited he 
. cannot now-recolle&; but on being led into the open airhe re- 
covered, and had no return of the complaint for that evening. 
On the following day, -however, and on feveral occafions for a 
week or ten days afterwards, he was fubject to fimilar attacks, 
which were as much as poflible. refifted by an inward refolution 
not to be overpowered ; and this effort feemed in general greatly 
affifted by the agitation of his {pirits, which brought on a flufhing 
of the countenance, perfpiration, and a manifeft determination. of 
the blood to the furface of the body. . 

Thefe. attacks never afterwards produced that ftate of trans- 
Action which occurred at their,comimencement, though it is the 
writer’s opinion, they would have gone that length had he not re- 
folutely combated them on the onfet, either by faddenly chang- 
ing his pofture, attending eagerly to fome new object, or, if 
attacked when walking (which frequently happened), by runmnag 
full {peed till his feelings convinced him the difpofition to a regu- 
lar paroxyfin had fubfided, He was moft expofed to them in the 
ferenoon ; ‘felt, on their approach, a flight difpofition to fyncope; 
and remarked that a ftooping pofture, and offenfive fmells, fach 
as his diurnal engagements in a.country hofpital neceffarily ex- 
pofed hin to, were ofteir the means of bringing on the complaint. 

The proximate caufe, in this inftance, cannot be clearly af- 
figned; but the predifpofing caufes were, in all probability, the 
following: The writer had been much debilitated by bodily 
fatigues in bufinefs, by night ftudies, and by an unneceflary mer- 
eurial courfe ; but above all, it had long been a part of his duty, 
as pupil to.a furgeon of very extenfive practice in a weftern part 
of the kingdom, to prepare, over a charcoal fire, Goulard’s ex= 
trad? of lead, as it was then called, and of which greater quan- 
tities were demanded than at prefent. Both in the preparing of 
this, and in the fubfequent application of it to ulcers, inflamma- 
tions, fractures, &cc. there was almoft a continual apolication of 
dead, to the hands at leaft, if not accidentally to other parts of the 
Bodies uh x, : ta 
The writer’s inexperience at that time precluded thof cau- 
tions which a decilive knowledge of the deleterious effets to be 
apprehended from the abforption of lead would have induced 
him to. adopt. But this-remark applies alfo to a faQ@ of yet more 
importance, perhaps, to the fubject in queftion, and which it is_ 
neceflary to mention. “Lhe preparation of the faturnine extract 
was always: carried on in :a clofe,room, and ina veflel placed 
over a charcoal fire. Were it in his recolleétion that the attack 
he experienced immediately fucceeded his. expofure to the fumes 
of charcoal, fomething like a proximate caufe might be affigned. 
But though he. is difpofed to think that that really was the fact, 
dis intention to adhere rigidly to the truth in this hiftory of an 
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unufual malady will not allow him to affert it On the cot 
trary, fuppofing the catalepfis a fumo (of Sauvages) to have been 
really ‘rifqued, the effects of the charcoal ‘fire muft have ‘been 
evinced in a more fudden way, arid on the {pots whereas no 
previous inditpofition was perceived, and if ir had, the expofure 
to frefh’ air, in walking actofs a fmall garden, would probably 
have diffipated every fign of it. Sknt Pia whi ft 
~ How far the fumes of charcoal are capable of remote effects 
mutt be left to the judgment of thofe who have paid particular 
attention to that fubje¢t.. Coelius Aurelianus exprefsly fays, that 
thofé who are injured by the fumes of charcoal become catalep- 
tic; and‘there is no reafon to doubt but a repeated expofure 
to thei; though not producing any prefent inconvenience, may 
at leaft lay the foundation of fuch a difeafe. 
The attack here defcribed (continues the writer), cannot per-_ 
Raps be confidered’as one’ very violent or lafiing; but it is fuf- 
- ficiént to demonftrate ‘all that the relator undertakes, namely, 
that the human body ,is a¢tually liable to fuch a diféafe. Itis 
- eafy to conceive that the fingular nature of the attack may have . 
led many to praétife on the credulity of the public, and the dif-— 
_ belief of the celebrated Cullen having, no doubt, been juftified in 
repeated inftances, deferves to be treated with the utmoft refpect ; 
but magna eff veritas et prevalebit: the transfixion which oc- 
‘curred, and which is the ftriking and decifive characteriftic of the 
difeafe, places the poflibility of its occurrence beyond all difpute, 
whatever were the cautes which produced ir 5 ei 
This infertion produced the following, of which we know the 
‘fats not to have been misftated. | } 5 
= © Some time about the forty-fifth year of my age (fays the 
“-writer, a gentleman of eighty years old at Liverpool), when re-_ 
overing from a nervous fever, accompanied with fymptoms of 
tetanus, which had left me in a ftate of extreme debility, though my 
‘mental facultics (the power of volition’ under all circumftances 
excepted) were unimpaired, I was fubje&t to occafional trant- 
fixions, fomewhat refembling thofe which occur in -catalepfy. 
Thefe, however, only took piace when I. happened’ to: have 
‘walked beyond reach of the wail, or of the furnitare in my apart- 
‘ment 3 for if by extending my arm I could touch either, the fpell 
‘was diffolved, and I could proceed with as much freedom as I 
‘wifhed. ‘Fhis troublefome impediment to loco-motion con- 
‘tinued many weeks ; but, as may be fuppofed, not without many — 
-efforts and contrivances on my part to counteract it 5 and I: at laft 
‘hit -upon the following extraordinary way of relieving mytfelf> © 
« “Whenever ] found J had wanderfed too: fary the methodil 
took was, to réft on my heels and move my fect.towards the 
-wallor neighbouring objet, by which’a little progreffive motion 
‘being gained, I: transferred my centre of gravity to the-fore part 
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of my foot, and moved my heels in.the fame dirs€tion ; thus, as it 
were,- fhuffling to the fpot I-withed to attain; and when once: 
within the’ reach of any thing capable of fupporting me, 1 could 
walk as before, without even touching it. Thus, when ad- 
drefled by an old acquaintance riding paft the court-yard ofa 
country-houfe where I was taking the air, I became in an inflant 
fixed to the ground like the trees that furrounded me, .till.by the 
method I have defcribed, I got within reach of the walls, and re- 
’ covered the cuftomary influence over the mufcles of my-legs.’’ 

A third writer very juftly remarks on thefe cafes, that if they 
were truly cataleptic, they were at leaft flight; for, although one 
ftriking character of the difeafe (transfixion) was) prefent, yet the 
‘definition given by every medical writer requires, in addition to the 
fixt pofition, that there fhould be, to conttitute catalepfy, an abo- 
‘ition both of the external and internal fenfes. eiiey tabi 

Uhe difeafe is thus defined by Home in his Principiay Me- 
dicinz, and his definition feems to be very fimilar to that of 
every other medical author who has treated of the complaint. 

“ Catalepfis feu Catechus, morbus dicitur, quando fixus*re- 
manet zger in eodem {tatu quo prehenfus fuit, fenfibus. internis 
ex externis abolitis.” e | 

Now, in the inftances recorded, the mental faculties were 
unimpaired, even when the transfixion was ftrongeft; nor were 
the external fenfes affected? the power of certain mufcles to 
obey volition was alone deficient. Mnetnd 

The following fingular cafe of this kind appears in a volume 
of medical mifcellanies, publifhed many years fince by a fociety _ 
of gentlemen in London. It was written in Latin. b M. 
Gaultier, a French phyfician, refident in Berlin, and nirblidhied 
fome time afterwards, with obfervations,.by the academician 
M. Formey. mee, eat S puipligcistin 

The. widow of Sieur Vignoles, a French refugee, at Ber- 
lin, had been afflicted for 2% years with a kind of. periodical | 
catalepfy, of which fhe had two returns every day, one at- 
day-break, or at leaft before fun-rife, the other about noon. -It 
was much the fame at all feafons of the year, infomuch that ‘the 
paroxy{m began fooner or later, according to the length or. fhort-" 
nefs of the days. At the periods of attack fhe dropped into the 
anoft profound fleep, accompanied with an entire privation of all 
feeling both external and internal, and the trantition was fo, fuds ” 
den, that it was dificult to obferve it. Her limbs. became per- 
fectly rigid, and continued precifely in the fame fituation in which 
they were at the inftants when the paroxyfms came on. Her 
polfe was {mall, but equal; and her refpiration, though weak, | 
was alfo free as in the moft natural fleep. | Pulling, thaking, 
even cuppings and deep fcarifications, could not remove, dn the 
fmalleft degree, the lethargy, nor produce the flighteft mark: of 
fenfibilty.' | | fei eae 
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-'Fwicé a-day, that is to fay; towards noon, and between feven 
and eight in the evening, this ftrange fleep went off of itfell 5 but 
the firit recovery was. not complete; the inferior parts ftill re= 
mained ftiff and deprived of feeling, and the interval was, befides,. 
fo fhort, that’ the patient had fcarcely time to fwallow a little 
broth, before the fit returned. ; > 

In the evening fhe awoke entirely ; all the parts of her body, 
the inferior as well as the fuperior, recovered their flexibility and 
thei feeling, fo that the patient could rife and walk about in her 
chamber as long as fhe pleafed. | 

The relaxation continued from eight o’clock in the evening 
to the dawning of the next day, which never failed to bring _on 
the fleep again, and every day thefe aftonifhing alternatives were 
renewed with the moft punctual regularity. ‘ 

Her partial recovery about noon was preceded by quivering, 
and afterwards violent agitations in the lower jaw, convulfive 
motions in the fingers, thumbs, lips, and eyelids: the head, if in- 
élined, refumed its natural pofition ; the patient raifed herfelf up, 
feemed to groan, and uttered inarticulate founds. She then rubbed 
her hands together, at length opened her eyes, obferved the {pec 
tators, and began to talk rationally. 

_'Fhefe, and other analogous circumftances, ufually took up 
about half an hour. sakes 

The termination of each of thefe attacks was infallibly an- 

nounced, two or three days before it happened, by a copious flow 
of acrid faliva which excoriated the parts over which it flowed. 
~ Sometimes the fits-of this difeafe continued fix months; at 
others, a year; and one, which commenced foon after the death 
of her hufband, lafted two years and a half. 
- The ‘intervals of relief correfponded ufually with the duration 
of the preceding accefs: in thefe the difeafe difappeared entirely ; 
the patient enjoyed good health, and could attend to domeftic 
conceris without pain or inconvenience. _ 

This lady, in the early part of her life, had been fubje& to 
Ikyfteric complaints, accompanied with convulfive motions fo 
“violent as to prove exceedingly diftrefling: at the age of 24 years 
the married, and had many children of both fexes, none of whom. 
¢ver experienced the mother’s diforder. 

-\Almoft all the phyficians of Europe were confulted about this 
cafe; no benefit however was derived from their various. pre- 


- {eriptions : the precife time when this difeafe ceafed is not known, 


but the died of a dropfy at the age of 80, and there did not ap- 
pear to be the fmalleft analogy between her laft illnefs and her 
» preceding fituation. fi 
Tonic remedies, above all, eleCtricity, feem to be adapted to a 
difeafe of this nature; fince there is no known agent fo power~ 
fel:.as: the: electric fluid in flimulating the neryes and recovering _ 


CATALEPSY, ary. 


the healthy actions of mufcles ; a circumftance abundantly in- 
ftanced by its efficacy in the cure of palfies, and other analogous 
diforders. | ne | | 

In one cafe of catalepfy this powerful remedy was effectuall 
applied: it is very fuccinétly related by the Abbé Bertholon’: 
“On a gueri par-la,”” fays he, {peaking of eleCtricity, “en 1782, 
une femme fujette a la catalepfie, qui, dan un des fes accés, refta 
plus de trente jours dans un état @’ immobilité parfaite, fans boire ni 
manger,’? arn | oS 

The following obfervation of De Haen, feems corroborative of 
the idea that ele@tricity is adapted to the removal of lethargic 
complaints. 

“ Benediétus Eringer vertigine et fomnolentiz corripitur: vix 
decem itus fuftinuerat, quin curatum fe diceret, perfectiffimeque 
curatus manet hucufque.”’ 3 

Cafes of catalepfy may be found in the Journal des Savans, 
» Jan. 17763; ed. Amfter. p. 232.—Hiftoire de l’Acad. des Scienc. 
de Paris, 1738, et Mem. 1742. Col. Acad, Part. Etr. t. III. p. 
432, et tom. VII. p. 271. Encyclop. Franc. Art; Affaupiffement. 

Concerning the cure of this diforder, having already pointed 
out eleétricity, we find nothing that can well be depended upon 
among medical writers. Dr. Hugh Smith, without making any 
remarks on the difeafe, gives us the following formule : | 
(No. 265.) & Pluv. rad. ipecacuanhz, 9% 

Antim. tartar. gr. ilj. 
| Mifce fiat pulv. emetic. cum regimine fumend. 
(No. 266.) Vel. R Cupri vitriol. frat, 
Aq. fontan. Zij. 
Syr. fimp. 3}. | 
Mifce.fiat hauft. emetic. mane fumendus. Applicetur | 
epi/paftic. {pinze dorfi. 3 
(No. 267.) RK Sem. finap. trit. 
Rad. raphan. ruft. contuf. aa, 7. 
Aceti q. f. | | 
_ Fiat cataplafm. plant. ped. applicand. 
(No. 268.) R Gum. affafeetid. 3]. folve in 
Aq. cinnam. ten. 3vij. 
Adde Tin. valer, vol. 3). 
Mifce capiat coch, ij. tertia quaque hora. 


Sp. IX. Apoprexy from Suffocation. 


Afphyxia fufpenforum, Sauv. {p. 4. 
Afphyxia immerforum, Sauv. {p. I. 


This is that kind of apoplexy which takes place in thofe. whe 
VOL. II, Z . | 


are hanged or drowned. Falling moftly under the cognifance of 
the furgeon, it is treated under Sufpended Animation, in Vol. IV. 

Befides the fpectes above mentioned, the apoplexy is a fymp= 
tom in many other diftempers, fuch as fevers, both continued and 
intermitting, exanthemata, hyfleria, epilepfy, gout, worms, ifchu- 
ria, and {curvy 
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Paralyfis, Boerb. 1057. . 
-Hemiplegia, Sauv. gen. 170. Lin, 103. Vog. 220+ 
Paraplexia, Sauv. gen. 171+ . 
Paraplegia, Lin. 102. Vog. 227. 
Paralyfis, Seuv. gen. 169. Lin. 104. Vog. 226. Funcek. 115. 
‘Atonia, Lin. 120. | 


Sp. I. The Partial Palfy. 


Paralyfis, Sauv: gen. 169. Lin. 104. Vog.2260 Funch. 115. | 
Paralyfis plethorica, Sauv. fp. 1. 
Paralyfis ferofa, Savy. ip. 12+ 
Paralyfis nervea, Sauv. fp. 11. . 
Mutitas a gloffolyfi, Sauv. fp. 1. 
Aphonia paralytica, Sauv. fp. 8. 


Sp. II. Hemrpzecta, or Pally of one fide ofthe Body. 


Hemiplegia, Sanv. gen. 170. Lin. 108. Vog. 228. Sag. gen. 276 
Hemiplegia ex apoplexia, Sauv. {p. 7- 
Hemiplegia {pafmodica, Sauv. fp. 2. 
Hemiplegia ferofa, Sauv. fp. 10. 


- Sp. IIT. Parapnecta, or Pally of one half of the Body taken 

: tranverfely. : 
Paraplexia, Sauv. gen. 171. Sag. gen. 277 
Paraplegia, Lin. 102. Vog. 227. 
Paraplexia fanguinea, Sauv. fp. 2. 
Paraplexia a {pina bifida, Sauv. fp. 3. 
Paraplexia rheumatica, Sauv. Ip. 1. 
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1. Déefeription.] The palfy under all the different forms here 
mentioned as a particular {pecies, fhews itfelf by a fudden lofs of 
tone and vital power in acertain part of the body. In the flighter 
degrees of the difeafe, it only affects a particular mu{cle, as the | 
{phinéter of the anus or bladder, thus occafioning an involuntary 
difcharge of excrements of of urine ; of the muicles of the tongue, 
which occafions ftammering, or lofs of fpeech ; of the mufcles of 
the larynx, by which the patient becomes unable to {wallow folids, 
and fometimes even liquids alfo.—In the higher degrees of the 
difeafe, the paralytic affection is diffufed over a-whole limb, as 
the foot, leg, hand, or arm ; and fometimes it affeéts a whole fide 
of the body, in which cafe it is called hemiplegia ; and fometimes, 
which is the mott violent cafe, it affects all parts below the wafte, 
or even below the head, though this laft is exceedingly rare. In 
thefe violent cafes the fpeech is either very much impeded, or 
totally loft. Convulfions often’ take place in the found fide, 
with the cynic fpafm or involuntary laughter, and other dif. 
tortions of the face. Sometimes the whole paralytic part of the. 
body becomes livid, or-even mortifies before the patient’s death ; 
and fometimes the paralytic parts gradually decay and fhrivel 
up, fo as to become much lefs than before. Whether the dif 
eafe be more or lefs extended, many different varieties may be 
obferved in its form. Sometimes there occurs a total lof of 
fenfe while motion is entire ; in others a total lofs of motion, 
with very flicht or even no affeStion of fenfes; and in fome 
cafes, while a total lofs of motion takes place in one fide, a 
total lofs of fenfe has been obferved on the other. This de- 
pends entirely on the particular nerves or branches of nerves in 
which the affection is ficuated; lofs of fenfe depending on an 
affection of the fubcutaneous nerves; and lofs of motion on an 
atfection of thofe leading to the mufcles. ! 

2. Caufes, &c.] Palfies moit commonly fupervene upon the dif. . 
ferent fpecies of coma, efpecially the apoplexy. They are alfo oc- 
cafioned by any debilitating power applied to the body, efpecially 
by exceffes in venery. Sometimes they are a kind of crifis to 
other difeafes, as the colic of Poitou, and the apoplexy. The 
hemiplegia efpecially often follows the lattementioned difeafe, 

ged people, and thofe who are by any other means debilitated, 
are fubject to palfy; which will fometimes alfo affe even 
infants, from the repulfion of exanthemata of various-kinds, Pal 
fies are alfo the. infallible confequence of injuries of the large 
nerves, 

3. Prognofis.] Except in the flighter cafes of palfy, we have 
little room to hope for a cure; however, death does not imme- 
diately follow even the moft fevere paralytic afeGtions. In an 
hemiplegia it is hot uncommon to fee the patients live feveral 
years; and even in the paraplegia, if death do not enfue within 
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two or three weeks, it may not take place for a confiderable 
time. It is a promifing fign when the patient feels a flight de- 
gree of painful itchinefs in the affected parts ; and if a fever 
fhould arife, it bids fair-to cure the palfy.. When the fenfe of 
fecling remains, there is much, more room to hope for a cure 
than where it is gone, as well as the power of motion. But 
when we obferve the flefh to wafte, and the fkin to appear 
withered and dry, we may look upon the difeafe to be incurable. 
Convulfions fupervening on a palfy are a fatal fign. 

4. Cure.| Many remedies have been recommended in palfies: 
but it muft be confeffed, that, except in the flighter cafes, medi- 
cines feldom prove effe€tual; and before any fcheme of cure can 
be laid down, every circumftance relative to the patient’s habit of 
body and previous ftate of health fhould be carefully weighed. 
If an hemiplegia or paraplegia fhould come on after an apoplexy, 
attended with thofe circumftances which phyficians have fuppofed 
to denote a vifcid ftate of the blood, a courfe of the attenuant 
gums, with fixed alkaline falts, and chalybeate waters, may do 
fervice; to which it will be proper to add fri€tions with the vola- 
tile liniment (No. 87. er 91.) all down the fpine: but in: habits 
where the blood is inclined to the watery ftate, it will be necef- 
fary to give emetics from time to time; to apply blifters, and to 
cut iluése (3. : * Mt 

The natural hot baths are often found ufeful in paralytic 
cafes ; and where the patients cannot avail themfelves of thefe, an 
artificial bath may be tried by diffolving {alt of fteel in water, and 
impregnating the water with fixed air. Frictions of the parts, 
and fcourging them with nettles, have alfo been recommended, 
and may do fervice, ag well as volatile and {timulating medicines 

taken inwardly. And it is probably by operating in this manner, 
that the ufe of camphor, or a mercurial courfe continued for 
fome length of time to fuch a degree as gently to affect the 
mouth, have been found produétive of a cure in objtinate cafes 
of this affection, With a view of giving thefe more in detail, 
we fhall here cite the curative plans of Dr. Saunders and the late 
Dr. Hugh Smith. a 

Dr. Saunders fays, the cure is beft effeéted by the following 
means: | 

(1) By bleeding in plethoric and inflammatory habits, in cafes 
where the attack has been fudden, and where the.head is much 
affected : in other cafes it is to be avoided. 

(2) By active purgatives and flimulating clyfters, except in 
very old habits. 

(3) By the ufe of volatile and diffufive ftimulants, taken inter= 
nally, or applied externally. | 

(4) In fome cafes where the head has not been much af- 
fected, yomits have been ufeful. 
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(5) External warmth, but more particularly bathing in the 
hot bath, or Bath water. / : 

_ (6) Various external applications; bliftets, warm plafters, 
volatile and acrid liniments, friction, and electricity. 

Conformably to this plan of treatment, the doétor direéts the 
following to be employed according to-exifting circumftances : 
(No. 269.) R Ammonia prep. Ue 9 Cae 

Tinét. Cardam. comp) 3). 

Aq. Pulegii Zifs. 

Syr. cor. aurant. 3}. Mifce. 
- Fiat Hauftus, fexta quavis hora capiendus, | 
(No. 270.) R Linim. fapon. Fifs. , 

| Ting. cantharid, 2fs.M. 

Sit Linimentum quo partes adfete perfricahde unt. 
(No, 271.) BR, Colocynthid. 3}. 
Aq. fervent. 2x, «, 
Coque per fextam hore partem, et liquori colato, adhuc tepido, 
admifce, . ‘ 
Syr. Spin. Cery. 3]. ut fiat Enema. 
(No. 272.) B Sinap. fem. contus. 
Raphan. ruft. incis. fing. 3vj. sat 
_ Aq. fervent. lib. j. | iia 
Macera in vafe operto et liquorem cola, cui addantur, 
Sp. Pimento Zi. | 
Sumantur uncie duz bis terve indies. 

Dr. Hugh Smith fays, if a palfy fucceed to an apoplexy, the 
remedies required for the relief of apoplectic fymptoms will be 
advifable ; principally the warm, nervous, f{timulating medicines, 
with blifters and finapifms. | 

If the difeafe fhould be owing to rheumatic affection; this, of | 
all other fpecies of Palfy, admits the eafiett. of a cure ; and, by 
treating it as a rheumatifm, is moft frequently relieved. 

--Blifters and {timulating applications to the parts affected, with 
the attenuating, heating medicines internally, will be neceffary 
and ufeful. | 
(No. 273.) KR Unguent. virid. a}; 

Ol}: fuccin. 3 {5 
| Acid. vitriol. 3}. | 
Mifce fiat Linim. part. affect. ufurpand. 
(No. 274.)  B Puly. ari comp. 9jj. 
3 Ol. terebinth. zether. gtt. xxx, 
_ Syr. zingib. q. f. ut ft. Bol. o€tava quaque hora 
fumend. fuperbibend, infuf, feq. coch. yj, 
(No. 275-) & Sem. finapios. : 
Rad. raphani ruft, aa 2}. 
Canellz alb. 38. _ 
Vin, alb, Lifbon, tbj. Infund. per duas vel tres dies, 
deinde cola. 
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Tinct, guaiac. vol. 3}. 
Vin. antimonial. 5). 
_ Mifce fiat Hauft. fexta quaque hora fumendus. 

The eletrical fhock is often ferviceable in paralytic cafes ; 
perhaps principally in this fpecies of the difeafe. 

he cold bath, under proper circumftances, has lkewife its 
advantages. 3 : . 

The palfy, from mineral exhalations, may be relieved by the 
warm, nervous, deobftruent medicines, and blifters, upon or near 
to the part affected. | | 
(No. 277.) R Balf. Peruvian. 5 (folv. vit. ov1) 

a Adde Ag. cinnam. ten. : 
3 Aq. fontan. aa 3}. 
Spt. vol. aromatic. 
Syr. croci, aa 3}. ‘ 
Mifce fiat Hauft. ter die fumendus. 
(No. 278.) KR Lact. ammoniac. . 
ae Aq. cinnam. ten aa. Zilij. 
j Sp. vol. foetid. 311). the 
J oS  Spre balfamic. gyi. ct 3 
Fiat Miftura fumend. coch iij. vel iv. bis terve de die. 
An infufion of the arnica montana or German leopard’s bane, 
has been highly extolled in the cure of this difeafe by, fome 
foreign writers: but the trials made with it in Britain, partict- 
larly at Edinburgh, have been by no means equally fuccefsful 
with thofe related by Dr. Collins, who has ftrongiy recommended 
this medicine to the attention of the public. 
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Sp. IV. The Pausy from Poifons. 


Paralyfis metallariorum, Sauv. fp. 22. 
Hemiplegia faturnina, Sauv. fp. 14. 


This kind of palfy arifes moft frequently from lead, gradually 
and in imperceptible quantities taken into the body; and is a 
confequence of the colica piffonum, under which head it is more'par- 
ticularly treated. 


TREMOR, or TREMBLING. | 
| Tremor, Sav. gen. 129. Lin. 139. Vog.184. Sag. 236. 
This by Dr. Cullen is reckoned to be always fymptomatic 


either of palfy, afthenia, or convulfions ; and therefore need not 
be treated of by itfelf. 
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ADYNAMIZ, Vog. Clafs VI. 
Defectivi, Lin. Clafs VI. Order I. 
Leipopfychiz, Sauv. Clafs VI. Order IV. Sag. ClafsIX. Order lV, 


Genus XLIV. SYNCOPE. 
FAINTING. 


Syncope, Sauv. gen. 174. Sag. 94. Vog. 274. Sag. 280, 
FUuNCR. LIQ 

Leipothymia, Sauv. gen. 173. Lin.o3. Vog.273. Sag. 2790 

Afphyxia, Sauv. gen. 175. Lin. 95. Vog. 275. Sag. 281. 

Virium lapfus et animi deliquia. Hoff. ILI. 267. 


Sp. I. The Cardiac Syncope. 


Syncope plethorica, Sauv. fp. 5. Senac. Tr. de Coeur, p. 540. 
Syncope acardiogmo, Sauv. fp. 7. Senac. de Coeur, 414. Morgagn, 
de Sed. XXV. 2. 3. To. ye. 

Syncope a polypo, Sauv. fp. 8. Senac. p. 471, 

Syncope ab hydrochardia, Sauv. fp. 12. Senate 533+ Schreiber 
Almag. L, III. §. 196. : , 

Syncope Lanzoni, Sauv. fp. 18. Lanzon. Op. ps 462. 

Afphyxia Valfalvania, Sauv. fp. 13. | 


Sp. II. Occafianal Syncope. 


Leipothymia a pathemate, Sauv. fp. 1. Senac. p. 544. 
Syncope pathetica, Sauv. fp. 21. 

Afphyxia a pathemate, Sauv. fp. 7. 

Syncope ab antipathia, Savv. fp. 9. Senac- Pp. 544: 
Syncope a veneno, Sauv. fp. 10. Senac. p. 546. 
Syncope ab apoftematis, Sauv. fp. 11: Senac. Brshae 
Syncope a fphacelo, Sauv. fp. 14. Senac. Ps 553. 
Syncope ab inanitione, Sawy. fp. 1. Senac. p. 530. 
Syncope a phlebotomia, Sauv. {p. 4. 

Syncope a dolore, Sauv. fp. 2.  Senac. p> 583. 
Afphyxia traumatica, Sauv. 14. | 
Aiphyxia neophytorum, Sauv, {p. 17. 

Syncope anginofa, Parry, 


sta _ SYNCOPE, 


1, Defcription.] A fyncope begins with a remarkable anxiety 
about the heart; after“which follows a fudden extinétion, as it 
_ Were, not only of the enimal powers and aétions, but alfo of the 
vital p -wers, fo that the patients are deprived of puife, fenfe, and 
moticn, all at once. In thofe cafes which phyficians have dift 
tinguifhed by the name of /eipothymia, the patient does not en- 
tirely lofe his fenfes, but turns cold and pale; and. the pulle con- 
tinues to beat, though weakly ; the heart alfo feems to tremble 
rather than beat: and the refpiration is juft perceptible. But 
in the true fyncope or full afphyxia, not the fmalleft fign of life 
can be perceived; the face hath a death-like paleneis, the extre- 
mities are cold, the eyes fhut, or at leaft troubled; the mouth 
fometimes fhut, and fometimes gaping wide open; the limbs flac- 
cid, and the ftrength quite gone; as foon as they begin to recover, 
they fetch deep and heayy lighs, , | 
2: Caufes, &c.] Fainting is occafioned moft commonly by 
profufe evacuations, efpecialiy of blood; but it may happen-alfo 
from violent paffions of the mind, from {urfeits, exceflive pain, 

&c. People of delicate conftitutions are very fubject to it from 
flight caufes; and fometimes it will arife from affections of the 
heart and large veffels not eafy to be underftood, Fainting is alfoa 
fymptom of many diforders, efpecially of that inaccurately called a 
polypus of the heart, of the plague, and many putrid difeafes. 

_ 3. Prognofis.] When fainting happens in the beginning of 
any acute diteafe, it is by no means a good omen; but when it 
‘takes place in the increafe or at the height of the difeafe, the — 
danger is fomewhat lefs; but in general, when fainting comes 
on without any evident caufe, it is to be dreaded. In violent 
hzmorthagies it is favourable ; as the bleeding veffels thus have 
time to contract and recover themfelves, and thus the patient may 
e{cape. . 7 

4. Cure.) When perfons of a full habit faint through excefs 
of paffion, they ought to be blooded without delay, and fhould 
drink now and then the following ; fo as to occafion ftools; 

(No. 279.) RK Cryft. tartar. 3). 

Frudt. tamarind, ij. 

Manne opt. 3fs. 
Aq. bullient. lib. j, 


Fiat folutio, cujus capiat cyath, mane et noéte, vel pro re nata. 


_ After the bowels have been emptied by the clyfter (No. 34.), 
the patient fhould take the draught (No. 33.), and go to bed. 
The paffion of anger; in a peculiar manner, affeéts the biliary 
fecretion, eaufes an oppreffion at the ftomach, with naufea and 
retching to vomit, and a bitter tafte in the mouth, with giddinefs : 
thefe fymptoms require a gertle emetic, fuch as large draughts of 
carduus or camomile tea, or (No.1 59-), exhibited.in {mall dofes, 


SYNCOPE. | gar 


from time to time, till the effect is produced. Some think, 
however, in thefe cafes, that vomiting fhould be carefully avoided, 
as tending to endanger the patient, by bringing on an inflamma- 
tion of the. ftomach, but there appears to be no juft ground for 
this. . | 

The general effects of a fudden fright have been mentioned ona 
former occafion. When thefe are fo violent as to require medi- 
cal aid, our firft endeavours muft be to take off the fpafmodic 
conftriction, and reftore freedom to the circulation by bleeding, 
if the habit be at all inclined to fulnefs; and in fome cafes by 
giving, 

(No. 280.) RK Vin. antimon. tart. — 
Tindt. opii camph. fing. 3fs. M. 
Detur gutt. xl. ad Ix. ex quovis vehiculo. 

This remedy will bring on fleep and encourage perfpiration. 
Jt was formerly mentioned, that convulfions, or even epilepfy, | 
may be brought on by frights; which fhould make people cau- 
tious of playing foolith tricks in this way. ; 

When a furteit, or any fpecies of faburra, occafions a leipo- 
thymia, the emetie (No. 1.) is the immediate remedy, as foon as 
the patient, by the help of acrid ftimulants, fhall be fo far roufed 
as to be able to {wallow one: in thefe cafes, tickling the fauces 
with a feather dipped in fpirit of hartthorn, will be proper, not only 
to roufe the patient, but alfo to bring on vomiting. 

A fyncope is moft commonly brought on by profufe difcharges 
or evacuations, either of the blood or of the fecreted humouts. 

In order to revive the patients from a ftdate of fyncope they 
ought to be laid along ina horizontal pofture, in a current of cold 
air; the legs, thighs, and arms, are to be rubbed with hot flannels ; 
very {trong vinegar, or falt of hartfhorn, or volatile fpirits are to 
be held to the noftriis, and rubbed under them; or, being properly 
dilute’, poured down the throat; cold water is to be fprinkled on 
the face and neck; and when by thefe means the patient fhall be 
fufficiently revived, wine boiled up with fome grateful aromatic 
may be given in proper quantity. 

In the fainting confequent upon profufe uterine hzmorrhagies, 
it will be a fafer practice to abftain from all ftimulants; as life, in 
thefe cafes, is preferved by the coagulation of the blood in the 
extremiiies of the open veffels; which might be prevented by the 
pouring in hot wine or ufing volatiles, | f. 
| When a fyncope is the confequence of the too violent operation 
of either an emetic or cathartic, the tinctura opi, mixed with 
f{piced wine, is the mott efficacious remedy ; but the opiate muft 
be given gradually, and in very {mall dofes. 

AA fyncope, or even afphyxia, wherein the patient fhall lie for 
feveral hours, is frequent in hyfteric conftitutions ; and during 
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the fit requires fetid antipafmodics, fuch as the AG/lura feetida of 
St. George’s hofpital : 
(No. 281.) R Laétis affee foetidee 3 ilifs. 

“3  ‘Tinét. opii camph. Zfs. M. 

Detur cochl. j. fubinde. : 

Acrid ftimulants are alfo requifite; and to prevent returns, 
nothing anfwers better than the Peruvian bark jeined with chaly-, 
beater, or the pilule ferri of St. George’s hofpial: 
(No. 282.) R Calcis ferri precipitate 

Extract. Gentiane fing. 3j. - 
Ol. effential. anifi gutt. vj. 
Fiant pilula xxiv. Dofis ij. vel iy, bis die, 


Sp. IIT. Syncope Anginsfa. 


The angina pectoris, which, in conformity with the well-founded 
fuggeftions of Dr. Parry, of Bath, we place under the head of 
SYNCOPE, is a difeafe extremely dangerous in its nature, and, by 
Dr. Heberden’s account, not very rare. It feizes thofe who are 
fubject to it when they are walking, and particularly when they 
walk foon after eating, with a moft difagreeable and painful fen- 
fation in the breaft, which feems to threaten immediate deftruc- 
tion: but the moment they ftand ftill, all the uneafinefs vanifhes, 
In all other refpects, the patients, at the beginning of this diforder, | 
are well, and have no fhortnefs of breath; from which the com- 
mon angina is totally different. ‘After it has continued fome 
months, the fits will not ceafe inftantaneoufly on ftanding ftill; 
and it will.come on not only when the patients are walking, but 
when they are lying down, and oblige them to rife up out of 
their, beds every night, for many months together, In one or 
two very inveterate cafes, it has been brought on by the motion of 
a horfe, or carriage, and even by {wallowing, coughing, going to. 
ftoo], fpeaking, or by any difturbance of mind. ‘The perfons — 
affected were all men, and almoft all of whom were above fifty 
years of age, and moft of them with fhort necks, and inclining to 
be fat. Something like it, however, was obferved in one woman, 
who was paralytic, and one or two young men complained of it 
in a flight degree. Other practitioners have obferved it in very 
young perfons, . ’ 

When a fit of this fort comes on by walking, its duration is very 
fhort, as it goes off almoft immediately upon ftopping. If it~ 
comes on inthe night, it will laft an hour or two. Dr. Heberden- 
_ fet with one in whom it once continued for feveral days; during 
all which time the patient feemed to be in imminent danger of 


death. Moft of thofe attacked with the difeafe died fuddenly: 
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though this rule was not without exceptions; and Dr. Heberden 
obferved one who funk under a lingering illnefs of a different 
nature. | eae 

The os ferni is ufually pointed to as the feat of this malady ; but 
it feems as if it was under the lower part of that bone, and at 
other times under the middle’ or upper part, but always inclining 
more to the left fide; and in many cafes there is joined with it a 
pain about the middle of the left arm, which appears to be feated in 
the biceps mufcle. : oh 
Uhe appearance of Dr. Heberden’s paper in the Medical Tranf- 
actions very foon raifed the attention of the faculty, and produced 
other obfervations from phyficians. of eminence ; namely, Dr. 
Fothergill; Dr, Wall, of Worcefter; Dr. Haygarth, of Cheiter; 
and Dr. Percival, of Manchefter. It alfo induced an unknown 
fufferer under the difeafe to write to Dr. Heberden a very fenfible 
letter, defcribing his feelings in the moft natural manner: which, 
unfortunately, in three weeks after the date of this anonymous 
epiftle, terminated in a fudden death, as the writer himfelf had 
apprehended. . 

The youngeft fubje& that Dr. Fothergill ever faw affi@ed with 
this diforder was about thirty years of age; and this perfon was: 
cured. The method that fucceeded with him was a courfe of pills, 
compofed of the mafs of gum pill, foap, and native cinnabar; with 
a light chalybeate bitter: this was continued for fome months - 
after which he went to Bath feveral fucceffive feafons, and acquired 
his ufual health; le was ordered to be very {paring in his diet; to 
keep the bowels open; and to ufe moderate exercife on horfeback, 
but not to take long or fatiguing walks. ; 

The only fymptom in this patient that is mentioned, was a ftric- 
ture about the cheft, which came on if he was walking up hill, 
or a little fafter than ordinary, or if he was riding a very brifk 
trot; for moderate exercife of any kind did not affeét him; and 
this uneafy fenfation always obliged him to ftop, as he felt himfelf 
threatened with immediate death, if he had been obliged to go 
forward. | "Ek 

‘It is the fharp conftri&tive pain acrofs the cheft, that (accord- 
ing to Dr. Fothergill’s obfervation) particularly marks this fingu- 
lar difeafe ; and whichyis apt to fupervene upon a certain degree 
of mufcular motion, or whatever agitates the nervous fyftem. 

In fuch cafes as fell under the infpection of Dr. Fothergill, he 
very feldom met with one that was not attended with an irregular 
and intermitting pulfe; not only during the exacerbations, but 
often when the patient was free from pain, and at reft: but Dr. 
Heberden obferves, that the pulfe is, at leaft fometimes, not dif- 
turbed; and mentions his having once had ‘an opportunity of 
being convinced of this circumftance, by feeling the pulfe during 
the paroxyfin. uh 
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But no doubt thefe varieties, as well as many other little cir- 
cumftances, will occur in this difeafe as they do in every other, 
on account of the diveriity of the human frame; and if thofe 
which in general are found to predominate and give the diftin- 
guifhing character be prefent, they will. always authoriie us in 
giving the name to the difeafe: thus when we find the conttrictory 
pain acrofs the cheft, accompanied with a fenfe of ftrangling or 
fuffocation; and ftill more if this pain fhould ftrike acrofs the 
brea{t into one or both arms; we fhould not hefitate to pronounce 
the cafe an angina pectoris. | 

As to the nature of this difeafe, it appears to be purely /pafmodic + 
and this opinion will readily prefent itfelf to any one who confiders 
the fudden manner of its coming on and going. off; the long in- 
tervals of perfect eafe; the relief afforded by wine, and fpirituous 
cordials ; the influence which paffionate affections of the mind 
have over it; the eafe which comes from varying the pofture of 
the head and fhoulders, or from remaining quite motionlefs; the 
number of years for which it will continue, without otherwife dif- 
ordering health; its bearing fo well the motion of a horfe or car- 
riage, which circumftance often diftinguifhes {fpafmodic pains from 
thofe which arife from. ulcers; and laftly, its coming on for the 
moft part after a full meal, and in certain patients at night, juft after 
the firft fleep, at which time the incubus, convulfive afthma, and 
other ills, juftly attributed to the difordered funétions of the nerves, 
are peculiarly apt to return, or to be aggravated. | aes 

From all thefe circumftances taken together, there can be little 
doubt that this affection is of a {pafmodic nature: but though it 
fhould be admitted, that the whole diftrefs in thefe cafes arifes from 
fpafm, 1: may not be fo eafy to afcertain the particular mufcles 
which are thus affected. : 

The violent fenfe of ftrangling or choaking, which fhews the 
circulation through the lungs to be interrupted during the height of 
the paroxy{m ; and the peculiar conftrictive pain under the fter- 
num, always inclining (according to Dr. Heberden’s obfervation) 
to the left fide; together with that moft diftreffing and alarming 
fenfation, which, if it were to increafe or continue, threatens an 
immediate extinétion of life, might authorife us‘to conclude that 
the heart itfelf is the mufcle affected. The only objeétion to this 
‘idea, and, if it had been conftantly obferved, it would be infur- 
mountable, is, that the pulfe is not always interrupted during the 
paroxy{ms. The appearances in two ofthe diffections, favour 
the opinion that the fpafm affects the heart; as in one fubje& the’ 
left ventricle (and, though it be not mentioned, we may prefume 
the right one alfo) was found as empty of blood as if it had been » 
wafhed; and in another, the fubftance of the heart appeared 
whitifh, not unlike a ligament; as it fhould feem, in both cafes. 
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from the force of the fpafm fqueezing the blood out from the vef- 
fels and cavities. : 

if this hypothefis be allowed, we muft conclude, that the fpafm 
can only take place in an inferior degree, as long as the patient 
continues to furvive the paroxyfm; {ince an affection of this fort, 
and in this part, of any confiderable duration or violence, mutt in- 
evitably prove fatal: and, accordingly, as far as could be traced, the 
perfons who have been known to labour under this difeafe have in 
general died fuddenly. | ) 

The diffections alfo fhew, that whatever may be the true feat of 
the {pafim, it is not neceffary for the bringing of it on, that the 
heart, or its immediate appendages, fhould be in a morbid ftate; 
for in three out of the fix that have as yet been made public, thefe 
parts were found ina found flate. I 

On opening the body of the poor gentleman who wrote the 
letter to Dr. Heberden, « upon the moft careful examination, no 
manifeft caufe of his death could be difcovered ; the heart, in parti- 
cular, with its veffels-and valves, were all found in a natural 
condition.” : | | 


In the cafe communicated by Dr. Percival to the publithers of 
the Edinburgh Medical Commentaries, ‘ the heart and aorta 
defcendens were found in a found ftate.? And in Dr. Hay- 
garth’s patient, ‘* on opening the thorax, the lungs, pericardium, 
and heart, appeared perfectly found.’ Not to mention Dr. Fo- 
thergill’s patient (R. M.) in whofe body the only morbid appear- 
ance about the heart was a {mall white fpot near the apex. So 
that the caufe, whatever its nature might have been, was at too 
great a diftance, or of too fubtile a nature, to come under the in- 
{pection of the anatomift. But there was a circumftance in two 
of the fubjects that is worthy of remembrance ; and which fhews 
that the crafis of the blood, while they were living, mutt have been 
greatly injured, namely, its not coagulating, but remaining of a 
cream-like confiftence, without any feparation into ferum and 
craflamentum. : 

From all that we have {een hitherto publifhed, it does not 
appear that any confiderable advances have been made towards the 
actual cure of this anomalous {pada / 2 : | 

The very judicious and attentive Dr. Heberden (to whom the 
public are highly indebted for firft making the diforder known) 
confeffes, that bleeding, vomits, and. other evacuations, have not 
appeared to do any good; wine and cordials, taken at bed-time, 
will fometimes prevent or weaken the fits; but nothing does this 
fo effectually as opiates: in fhort, the medicines ufually called 
uervous or cerdial, fuch as relieve and quiet convulfive motions, 
and invigorate the languifhing principle of life, are what he re- 
commends, | on \ 

Dr. Wall mentions one patient, out of twelve or thirteen that 


- 
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he had feen, who applied to him early in the difeafe, and was re« 
lieved confiderably by the ufe of antimonial medicines joined with 
the feetid gums: he was ftill living at the time the doctor wrote his 
paper (November, 1772), and going about with tolerable eafe. 
Two were carried off by other diforders; all the reft died 


A fuddenly. 


Dr. Fothergill’s direGtions are chiefly calculated with the view 
to prevent the diforder from gaining ground, and to alleviate 
prefent diftrefs. ‘Accordingly he enjoins fuch a kind of diet as 
may be moft likely to prevent irritability: in particular, not to 
eat voracioufly: to be particularly abftemious in refpect to every 
thing heating ; {pices, {pirits, wines, and all fermented liquors: to 
guard moft fcrupuloufly againft paffion, or any vehement emo- 
tions; and to make ufe of all the ufual means of eftablifhing and 
preferving general health: to mitigate exceffes of irritability by 
anodynes; or pains, if they quicken the circulation: to difperfe 
flatulencies when they diftend the ftomach, by moderate dofes of 
carminatives ; among{t which, perhaps, fimple peppermint-water 
may be reckoned one of the fafeit. But fince obefity is jufily 
confidered as a principal predifpofing ‘caufe, he infifts ftrongly on 

“the neceffity of preventing an increafe of fat, by a vegetable diet, 
and ufing every other practicable method of augmenting the thinner 
fécretions. - 

Thefe were the only means that occurred to the Englith phy- 
ficians of oppofing this formidable difeafe: but Dr. Smyth of 
Ireland has, we are told, difcovered that it may certainly be cured 
by iffues, of which Dr. Macbride gives the following inftances : 
when thefe are tried in any cafe, they fhould be placed inter {ca- 
pulas, and kept open by horfe-beans fo as:to produce a copious 
difcharge. 


« 4, B. a tall well-made man; rather large than otherwife ; 


of healthy parents, except that there had been a little gout in the 


family ; temperate, being very attentive to the bufinefs of his trade 
(that of a watch-maker); led a life uncommonly fedentary ; had, 


from his boyhood upwards, been remarkably fubject to alarming . 


inflammations of his throat, which feized him at leaft once in the 
courfe of the year; in all other refpects well. _ ! 

“© In 1767, (then forty-eight years of age) he was taken, with- 
out any evident caufe, with a fudden and very difpirited throbbing 


under the fternum. It foon afterwards increafed, and’ returned 


upon him every third or fourth week, accompanied with great 
anxiety, very laborious breathing, choaking, a fenfation of fulnefs 
and diftenfion in the head, -a bloated and flufhed countenance, 
turgid and watery eyes, and’a very irregular and unequal pulfe. 
The paroxy{m imvaded, almoft conftantly, while he was fitting 
after dinner ; now and then he was feized with it in the morning, 
when walking a little fafter than ufual; and was then obliged to 
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ftop, and reft on any object at hand. Once or twice it came on 
in bed; but did not oblige him to fit up, as it was then attended 
with no great difficulty in breathing. In the afternoon fits, his 
greateft-eafe was from a fupine pofture; in which he ufed to con- 
tinue motionlefs for fome hours, until, quite fpent and worn out 
with anguifh, he dropped into a flumber. In the intervals be- 
tween thefe attacks, which at length grew {fo frequent as to return 
every fourth or fifth day, he was, to appearance, in perfect health. 

« ‘Thus matters continued for more than two years; and various 
anti-{pafmodics were ineffeCtually tried for his relief. In 1796 there 
fupervened a very fharp conftrigtory pain at the upper part of the 
fternum, {tretching equally on each fide, attended with the former 
fymptoms of anxiety, dyf{pnoea, choaking, &c. and with an excru- 
ciating cramp, as he called it, that could be covered with a crown. 
piece, in each of his arms, between the elbow and the wrift, 
exactly at the infertion of the pronator teres; thesreft of the limb 
was quite free. “he fits were fometimes brought on, and always 
exa{perated, by any agitation of mind or body. He once attempted 
to ride on horfeback during the paroxyfm; but the experiment 
was near proving fatalto him. ‘The difference of feafon or wea- 
ther madé no impreffion upon him. Still, in the intervals, his 
health was perfectly good, except that his eyes, which before his 
illnefs were remarkably {trong and clear, were now grown ex- 
tremely tender; and that his fight was muchimpaired. He had no 
flatulency of ftomach, and his bowels were regular. 

‘In this fituation (February 22; 1770), he applied to me for 
afiftance. I had feen, I believe, eight or ten of thefe frightful 
cafes before. ‘I’wo of the patients dropped dead fuddenly. They 
were men between forty and fifty years of age, and of a make 
fomewhat fiefhy. The fate of the others 1 was not informed of; 
or, at leaft, cannot now recolleé&. 

“« Having found the total inefficacy of blifters, and the whole 
clafs of nervous medicines, in the treatment of this anomalous 
{pafm, I thought it right to attempt the correcting or draining off 
the irritating fluid, in the cafe now before us. ‘To this purpofe, 
I ordered a mixture of lime-water with a little of the compound 
juniper-water, and an alterative proportion of Huxham’s antimo-= 
nial wine: | put the patient on a plain, light, perfpirable diet; and 
reftrained him from_all vifcid, flatulent, and acrimonious articles. 
By purfuing this courfe, he was foon apparently mended; but after 
he had perfifted regularly in it for at leaft two months, he kept for | 
fome time at a ftand. I then ordered a large iffue to be opened on 
each of: his thighs. Only one was made. However, as foon as; 
it began to difcharge, his amendment manifeftly increafed. The — 
frequency and feverity of the fits abated confiderably ; and he con- 
tinued improving gradually, until, at the end of eighteen months, 
he was reftored to perfeét health; which he has enjoyed, without 
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the leaft interruption, till now, except when he has been tempted 
(perhaps once'in a twelvemonth) to tranfgrefs rules, by making 2 
large meal on falted meat, or indulging himfelf in ale or rum- 
punch, each of which never failed to diforder him from the begin-= 
_ning of his illnefs: and even on thefe occafions, he has felt no 
more than the flighteft motion of his former fufferings; infomuch 
that he would defpife the atiack, if it did not appear to be of the 
fame ftock with his old complaint. No other caufe has had the 
leaft ill effect on him. | 
© Though rum was conftantly hurtful, yet punch made with a 
macetation of black currants, in our vulgar corn-fpirit, is a liquor 
that agrees remarkably well with him. 

‘© He never took any medicine after the iffue began to difcharge; | 
and I have directed that it fhall be kept open as long as he lives. 
. The inflammations of his throat have difappeared for five years 
' paft; he has recovered the ftrength and clearnefs of his fight ; 
and his health feems now to be entirely re-eftablithed,” ya 

Dr. Macbride, in a letter to Dr. Duncan, publifhed in the Edin- 
burgh Medical Commentaries, gives the following additional ob- 
fervations on this difeafe: ; : . 

“ Within thefe few weeks I have, at the defire of Dr. Smyth, 
vifited, three or four times, a very ingenious man, who keeps an 
academy in this city, of about thirty-four years of age, who applied 
to the dodtor for his advice in January laft. : 

«¢ [ fhall give you his fymptoms as I had them from his own 
mouth, which appear to me to mark his cafe to be an angiria pec= 
toris, and as deplorable as any that I have read of. It was ftrongly 
diftinguifhed by the exquifite conftriCtory pain of the fternum, 
extending to each of his arms as far as the infertion of the deltoid 
mufcle, extreme anxiety, Jaborious breathing, flrangling, and 
violent palpitation of the heart, with a moft irregular pulfe. The 
paroxy{ms were fo frequent, that he fcarcely ever efcaped a day, 
for fix or feven years, without one. They were ufually excited 
by any agitation of mind or body, though flight. He had clear 
intervals of reafon between the fits. The diforder feems hereditary 
in him, as he fays his father was affected in the fame manner fome 
years previous to his death. He has a ftrong gouty taint, which ne- 
ver fhewed itfelf in his limbs; and he has led a life of uncommon 
fedentarinefs, from intenfe application to mathematical ftudies, 
attention of mind, and paffion, even from his boyifh years.— 
‘Thefe circumftances may, perhaps, account for his having been 
taken with this difeafe at fo early an age as feventeen. 

“« A large iffue was immediately opened in each of his thighs. 
qn a month afterwards he began to mend, and has gone on im- 
proving gradually. He can now run up ftairs brifkiy, as I faw 
him do no later than yefterday, without hurt; can bear agitation 
of mind; and has no complaint, excepting a flight oppreffion of | 
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the breaft, under the {ternum, which he feels fometimes in a morn- 
ing, immediately after dreffing himfelf, and which he thinks is | 


_ brought on by the motion ufed in putting on his clothes; though 


> 


for a complete week preceding the day on which I faw him lait, 
he told me that he had been entirely free from all uneafinefs, and 
was exulting that he had not had fuch an interval of eafe for thefe 
laft feven years. 

“ Doctor Smyth alfo fhewed me in his adverfaria, the cafe of 
a gentleman who had been under his care in 1763, which he had 
forgotton when my book weut to the prefs, and which he was 
reminded of the other day by a vifit from his patient. It was a: 
genuine angina pectoris, brought on by a very fedentary life, and 
great vexation of mind, clearly marked by the exquifite pain under. 
the fternum, that extended acutely to the upper extremities, parti- 
cularly along the left arm, together with the other fymptoms of 
dyfpnoea, anxiety, palpitation of the heart, &c. recited in the cafe 
above. The diforder went off in 1762, by large fpontaneous dif- 
charges from the piles, but returned upon him feverely in 1765. 
Iffues in his thighs were then recommended to him, but not made. 
But, whether it was by the perfuafion of fome friend, or of his 
own accord, he went into a courfe of James’s powder, in fmall 
alterative dofes, combined with a little caftor and affafoetida. This 
he perfifted in for about fix weeks; in the mean while, he had 
large acrimonious gleetings from the fcrotum, and a plentiful dif- 
charge of ichor from the anus. From this time he began to find 
his complaints grow lefs and lefs diftrefling, and he has now been 
totally free from them for fix years paft.”” 
_ We fhall now ftate our inducements for giving this difeafe, 
undér another name, a place in this part of our work. Dr. 
Parry, of Bath, is the author of a recent enquiry into the fymp- 
toms and caufes of the fyncope anginofa, commonly called an- 
gina pectoris, illuftrated by diffections. He details a number of 
cafes mentioned by other authors, and feveral which had fallen 
under his own notice, and that of bis medical friends. From thefe 
data he gives the following enumeration of fymptoms, which, 
as being effentially different from Dr. Heberden’s defcription, we, 
think important: | . : 

“ The firft fymptom,”’ fays Dr. Parry, “ is an uneafy fenfation, 
which has been varioufly denominated a ftricture, an anxiety, or a 
pain, extending generally from about the middle of the fternaum 
acrofs the left breaft, and, in certain ftages of the diforder, ufually 
{tretching into the left arm, a little above the elbow. In fome few 
examples, the pain, ftricture, or anxiety, Is in a certain degree felt 
alfo acrofs the right breaft; and occafionally, though I believe 
rarely, has extended itfelf to one or both wrifts, 
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“ The pain which I have defcribed, occurs in paroxyfms, and 

in the early periods of the difeafe is feldom produced without fome 
apparent caufe, fuch as walking, particularly up hill or up ftairs, 
againft the wind, or in a guick pace. On thefe occafions, the 
patient feels as if perfifting in the exertion would produce a total 
iipenvien of the powers of life. He therefore ftands ftill, or turns 
from the wind; on which the uneafy fenfation foon vanifhes.— 
Weare told of one patient, who appears to have been, in other 
ref{pects, a man of unufual firmnefs of mind, that he had the refo- 
lution to continve walking, and that he found the pain go off after 
it had affe&ted him from five to ten minutes. This fenfation ip 
the breaft often admits of temporary relief from the evacuation of 
wind by the mouth, and is altogether fo free and diftin@ from any 

_ difficulty of breathing, that patients during the paroxyfm make a 
deep infpiration with the utmoft eafe, and, in fome inftances, ap- 
pear to be fond of fighing deeply, and of retaining their breath. 
in fome cafes, it is either conjoined with an unequal pulfe, or 
affects perfons who are fubjeét to that fymptom. In other cafes, 
the pulfe has been habitually fo little changed, as to lead to the 
opinion that the heart in no re{pect primarily fuffers. But what. 
ever may be the ftate of the pulfe as toregularity, I believe we fhall 
always find it more or lefs feeble according to the violence of the 
paroxy{m, 

“Tn the flighter cafes, and in this firft ftage of the diforder, the 
At feldom comes on but from the exertions which I have imen- 
tioned ; and as it is probable that experience of their mifchievous 
effects will caufe thefe exertions to be as much as poffible fhunned, 
patients will continue many days, and fometimes weeks, without 
any attack of the difeafe. “It has been obferved, that paroxyfms 
are moit apt to occur. from walking after areal. In general, 
they are not excited by exercife on horfeback, or in a Carriage, or 
by fome fhort and partial though ftrong exertions of the body it- 
‘elf, as in talking, laughing, coughing, or vomiting. They have 
been by fome thought to occur molt frequently in the extremes 
of hot and cold weather; but in many inftances, there has been no 
perceptible difference in this refpeét. . 

** As the difeafe advances, or in violent cafes, the paroxyfms 
fometimes. come or are much increafed, from certain paffions of 
“the mind; from flow walking; from riding on horfeback, or in a 
 €arniage ; from {wallowing, {peaking, coughing, or {training at 
‘fool; and fometimes alfo they attack the patient from about two 
ro four o’clock in the morning, or while fitting or ftanding, with- 
out any previous exertion or ‘obvious caufe. The paroxyims 
now alfo become more violent, and do not fo readily- recede. 
During the fit, the pulfe finks in a greater degree; the face and 


~ 


' extremities become pale, and bathéd in a cold {weat, and for a 
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while, perhaps, the patient is deprived of the powers of fenfe and 
voluntary motion. At length, after the difeafe has recurred more, 
“or lefs frequently, fometimes during the {pace of many years, 
which admit of the patient’s death from a variety Of other caufes, 
a more violent attack, of the nature which I have juft defcribed, 
puts a fudden period to his exiftence. ' i | 

“© Thefe are the -effential fymptoms and more obyious caufes of 
the unmixed angina pectoris. eo taal 

“ "To this we may add, that the angina pectoris is in no flage 
attended with inflammatory fever, and that both its termination, 
and the appearances, on diflection, of .thofe who die of it, are totally, 
different from thofe related in the paper (to which I refer) in the. 

ondon Medical Tranfactions. , 

«« Equally diffimilar ao to the difeafe which I have defcribed 
are thofe three cafes by Drs. Macbride and Smithof Dublin, in 
the fifth volume of the Edinburgh Medical Commentaries. They 
are evidently cafes of palpitation of the heart, fuch as every phy- 
{ician of extenfive practice muft have often feen, In almait every 
violent cafe of this kind, there is 2 pain of the cheft and elbows, 
as in the true angina peétoris. Nor is it difficult to underftand 
how a rapid.and irregular tranfmiffion of blood through the. caro- 
ud and pulmonary arteries fhould produce that laborious re{pirae 
tion, turgefcence and rednefs of the face and eyes, and heas-ach, 
which are mentioned in the cafes referred to. In the true angina 
pectoris, on the contrary, as we have feen above, there ts neither, 
dy{pnoeea nor palpitation of the heart. } . 

~ © From the detail which I have given, it appears that there have 

been publifhed not more than ten eflays relative to the true an-. 
gina pectoris, containing only as many detailed cafes, and nine 
diffeGtions of perfons dying of that diforder. © HO tea 

“We cannot wonder that an experience fo contracted fhould 

have left fome fymptoms of the difeafe unnoticed, and much un~ 

certainty with regard to- the diftinétions and pathology. Thefe 
deficiences, I truft, will bé in part fupplied by. the cafes which t 
have related...’ ; | } 

* In Mr. Bellamy, the angina’ peftoris appears. to have been 
much complicated with another diforder, from which its fymptoms* 
are {carcely feparable; but the two laft cafes are by far the moft’ 
fimple of any which have been detailed... They had medical affitt- 
ance the fooneft after the commencement of the paroxy{m, and. 
proved fatal after the fmalleft number of attacks’) Mr. S*#** 
may be almoft faid to have twice died; fo that the circumi{tances 

- accompanying the fatal termination were capable of being afcer-' 
tained in the moit exact manner. ! sus | 

“He had the common fymptom of a pain affecting the fternumy 
and extending from thence acrofs the lower part of the left mam-' 

ald tea ? 
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ma, firft into the infide of the left elbow, and afterwards of the Tight — 
elbow. ‘This pain was relieved by erudtations, He had no _ 
dyfpneea, or palpitation of the heart. His pulfe was weak and 
{mall : and had, at long intervals, an occafional imperfect ftroke. 
Thefe fymptoms have already been mentioned by authors as ges 
nerally occurring. The following circumftances I cannot any~, 
where find defcribed: : ia 
“« My patient’s diferder was increafed by bending the trunk of 
ta@ body forwards; and it was probably from fome relief which 
he experienced that he was fond not only of ftraightening the fpine, 
with the head fomewhat reclined backwards, but alfo of ftretching - 
out his arms in the pofture of yawning. He fighed frequently, 
and feemed to take great pleafure in refting on a full infpiration, 
which afforded a momentary relief to the uneafy fenfation in his 
breaft. Is it poffible that this fymptom, which is not remarked by 
any of the writers on the angina eed was wanting in thofe 
cafes which fell under their notice? I am difpofed to think that 
it was not; becaufe it has been very obfervable in feyeral ex- 
amples which I have known of patients labouring under this dif. 
eafe; and my learned friend, Dr, Falconer, with whom J] have 
converfed on this fubje&t, affures me, that it was particularly ree 
markable in two inftances which were fome years ago under his 
Care, nearly at the fame time, and which ended in fudden death. 
«« From the preceding obfervations, I think it evidently appears, 
that the angina pectoris is a mere cafe of fyncope or fainting, 
differing from the common fyncope only in being preceded by an ~ 
unufnal degree of anxiety or pain in the region of the heart, and 
in being readily excited, during a ftate of apparent health, by any 
general exertion of the mufcles, more efpecially that of walking*, 


* “ On this principle,” fays Dr. Parry, whofe idea we have adopted, « J 
would thus venture to infert this difeafe, in Dr. Cullen’s Nofological Syftem, 
“under the trivial name of Syncope Anginofa. ; 

“ G. xLtiy. SyNcore. . 

“ Motus cordis imminutus, vel aliquamdiu quiefcens, 

“I. IDIOPATHIC. ro 

*< 1. Syncope (cardiaca. Ex. vitio cordis, vel vaforum vicinorum). 

“a. Anginofa.. A corporis motu inter ambulandum fepe oriens; praeunte 
 angutftia, vel dolore, peétoris notabili, per mammam finiftram Precipue porrece 
to; fine cordis palpitatione. } 

© Angina peétoris auétorum, . 
_  b. Palpitans. Sine caufa manifefta fepe rediens, cum palpitatione cordis 
yvehementi in intervallis. ; 

“ 2. Syncope (occa/ionalis) ex affe&tione totius fyftematis manifefta. 

“ 4. SympTomatica, five fymptomata morborum, vel totius fyftematis, 
ve) aliarum preter cor partium. 

«© Befide fome other changes in Dr. Cullen’s original claffification, I have, 
in this new arrangement, inferted the fyncope anginofa as a variety of the 
fyncope cardiaca; and I have given the trivial name palpttans to that arifing 
fromthe more, common difeafes of the heart, becaufe the latter is ufually at« 
tended with palpitation, which I have marked as wanting in the former.” 
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Chap. IV. of Dr. Parry’s work treats of the caufes of fyncope 
in general.— Di ffections.—Predifpofing caufes.—Exciting caufes. 
~ Caufes of /yncope anginofa,—Difeafed coronary arteries of the 

heart, &c. in an interefting manner: but it is unneceffary for us 
to give any further extracts from this work, as our views are li- 
mited to the confideration of the angina pectoris. 


Genus XLV. DYSPEPSIA: 
Depraved Digestion. 


Dyfpepfia, Vag. 277. 
_ Apepfia, Vog. 276, 
Diaphora, Vog. 278. 
Anorexia, Sauv. gen. 162. Lin. 116. Sag. gen. 286. 
Cardialgia, Sauv. gen. 202. Lin. 48. Vog. 157. Sag. gen. 160. 
Gaftrodynia, Savv. gen. 203. Sag. gen. 161. 1 
_ Soda, Lin. 47. Vog. 161, : i 
Naufea, Sauv. gen. 250, Lin. 182. Vog. 159. Sag. gen. 18 ¢ 
Vomitus, Sauv. gen. 251. Lin. 183. Vog. 214. Sag. gen. 186, 
Flatulentia, Sauv. gen. 272. Lin. 165. Voge. 127. Sag. 207. 


The idiopathic fpecies are, 


Anorexia pituitofa, Sauv. {p. 2. 
Anorexia a faburra, Sauv. {p. 9, 
Anorexia exhauftorum, Sauv. fp. 8. 
Anorexia paralytica, Sauv. fp. 1. 
Naufea ex cacochylia, Sauv. fp. 11. 
Vomitus pituitofus, Sauv. fp. 26. 
Vomitus ruminatio, Sauv. fp. 6. 
‘Vomitus a faburra, Sauv. fp. 2. 
Vomitus a crapula, Sauv. {p. 1. 
Vomitus lacteus, Sauv. {p. 3. 
Flatulentia infantilis, Sawv. fp. 5. 
Flatulentia acida, Sauv. fp. 1. 
Flatulentia nidorofa, Sauv. fp. 2. 
Cardialgia bradypepta, Sauv. fp. g. 
Cardialgia a faburra, Sauv. {p. 2. 
Cardialgia lactantium, Sauv. fp. 11. 
Cardialgia flatulenta, Sauv. fp. 3. | . 
Cardialgia paralytica, Sauv. fp. 7+. 
Gaftrodynia faburralis, Sauv. fp. 8. 
Gattrodynia flatulenta, Sauv. fp. 2. 
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_ Gaftrodynia periodynia, Sauv. fp. 7. ae 

~ Gaftrodynia aftringens, Sauv. {p. O- . ee 
_ Gaftrodynia atterens, Sauv. fp. 10. "omit 


: Gaftrodynia a frig ore, Sauv. fp. 18. 


5 


; 
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Befides thefe, there area great number of fymptomatic fpécies. 


1. Defcription.| It is by no means eafy to define exactly the 
diftemper called dy/pepfia, when confidered as an‘ original difeafe, 
as there are very few maladies which fome way or other do not 
fhew themfelves by an affection of the ftomach; and much more 
dificult fill muft it be to enumerate all its fymptoms. .The moft 
remarkable, however, and the moft common, are the following : 
Want of appetite; diftenfion of the ftomach when no food has 
been taken for,fome time-before; flight dejeGtion of fpirits; a gra-~ 
dual decay of thé mufcular flrength; languor, and averfion from 

_ Motion; the food, which is taken without appetite, is not well 
digefted; the ftomach ‘and inteftines are much ‘diftended with 
flatus, whence the patients are tormented with fpafms, gripes, and 
fickne{s: fréquently a limpid water, baving an acid or putrid tafte, 
is brought up; fometimes the ‘food itfelf is thrown up by mouth 
fuls ;*and fometimes, though rarely; the fame is fwallowed again, 
after the manner,of ruminating animals, “While. matters are in 
this fituation, the heart fometimes palpitates,.and the breath is- 

quick, and drawn with difficulty ; the head aches and. is giddy ; 
and fometimes both thefe fymptoms’ are continual, and very violent, 
infomuch that the patient is. not only tormented with pain, ‘but 

- ftaggers as if he was drunk. From ‘the too great afefcency or 
putrefaction of the aliment, a cardialgia or hearthurn ¢omes on; 
and in this fituation a fpontaneous diarrhoea fometimes carriés off 
the difeafe; but in other cafes there is an’ obftinate coftivenefs, 
attended with colic-pains. Frequently the pulfe’ is‘quick, ‘fome- 
times flow, but always weak: the circulation is ‘fo heer that 
the blood can fcarce reach the extreme veffels, or at leaft ftagnares 
in them, fo that the face becomes livid, f{welled, and ‘has an unufual 
appearance: and at the fame*time that the circulatién and nety- 
ous power are in this languid ftate, the-perfpiration becomes 

jefs copious; the fkin becomes dry and corrugated; the natural 
heat, efpecially of the extremities, is much diminifhed ; | the tongue 
4s white; and an univerfal: laxity takes place, ‘infotuch' thit-the 
uvula aud velum pendulum palati are fometimes enlarged to fuch 
a degree as to become extremely troublefome, ‘The patiene is 
either deprived of reft, or wakes fuddenly out of his fleep, and is. 
difturbed by frightful dreams; at the fame time that the mind feems 
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to be affected as well'as the body, and he becomes peevith, fretful, 

P and incapable of paying attention to any thing as ufual. At laft 

_ hectic fymptoms come on, and the whole frame becomes fo irtitable, 
that the flighteft caufe excites an univerfal tremor, and fometimes . 
violent vomiting and diarrhoea, Sometimes the falivary. glands 

-are fo relaxed, that a falivation comes on as if excited by 
mercury; the ferum is poured:out into the cavity of the abdomen 
and cellular fub{tance of the whole body, and the patient becomes 
affected with anafarca or afcites. . 

2. Caufés, &c.] The caufe of dyfpepfia may be any thing which 
debilitates the fyitem in general, but in a particular manner affects 
the ftomach. Such are opium taken in immoderate quantities, 
which hurts by its fedative and relaxing powers; fpirituous liquors 
drunk to excels; tobacco, tea, coffee, or any. warm relaxing 
liquor, taken in too great quantity; an incolent fedentary life, 
&c. &c. All thefe aét chiefly upon people of a weak and delicate 
habit ; for the robuft and hardy feldom labour under a dyf{pepfia, 
or at molt a very flight one. | . 

3. Prognofis.| When a dy{pepfia firit eccurs, it is. frequently 
removed without great difficulty; when it 1s fymptomatic, we 
mut endeavour to cure the primary difeafe ; and without this we 
cannot expect a complete removal of the affection ; but when. it 
frequently returns with {ymptoms of great debility, hectic fever, 
or dropfy, we haye great reafon to dread the event, 7 : 

4. Cure.) A radical cure of dyfpepfia is only to, be expected by 
removing from the ftomach andyftem that debility on, which the 
difeafe depends. On this ground, the objeéts chiefly to be aimed 
at in the cureare, 1ft, The avoiding whatever will tend to diminifh 

the vigour of the ftomach; 2d, The employing fuch remedies as 
have influence in increafing that vigour; and, in the third place, 
The obviating urgent fymptoms, particularly thofe which tend to 
increafe and fupport the affection... Of the avoiding caufes which 
tend to diminith the vigour of the {tomach, after what has al- 
ready been faid of the caufes inducing the difeafe, it is unneceffary 
to make any further obfervations ; and indeed every dy{peptic pa- 
tient will be taught by experience what is to be done with this 
jntention. The medicines chiefly employed with the view of 
increafing vigour are thofe of the tonic kind; but, previous to 
their ufe, it will be nec¢effary to evacuate the. contents of the ali- 
mentary canal by vomits ar purgatives. If there be a tendency to 
putrefcency, antifeptics muft. then be exhibited ; but more fre- 
quently there is a prevailing acidity, which creates an intolerable 
heart-burn, To. palliate this fymptom, magnefia alba may. be 
given; which is much preferable to the common teflaceous pow 
ders, as being purgative while diffolved in an acid, when the others 
are rather aitringent, In the third volume of the Medical Ob— 
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fervations, we have an account of two cafes of dyfpepfia attended 
with a very uncommon degree’ of cardialgia, in which ‘magnefia 


was fo fuccefsful, that we can {carce doubt of its eficacy in 


lighter degrees. of the diforder. They were communicated by 
Dr. Watfon. ee Ae 
“A woman, aged thirty-four, the mother of feveral children, 
was taken in the fourth month of her pregnancy with violent 
vomitings; which ‘growing daily worfe, notwithftanding the ens 
deavours of her apothecary to reftrain them, brought on, at.the 
-end of a month, fuch fevere pains in the ftomach, and {pafms in 


her abdomen, as to occafion abortion. The vomitings were not — 


leflened by this event, but grew worfe, and frequently brought on 
general convulfions to fuch a degree, that fhe was many times 
Auppofed to be at the point of death. ) 
«oi Scarce any medicine ftaid with her; the brought up almoit 
inftantly whatever was given her as nourifhment, either in a folid 
or liquid form. She was exceedingly. pale, and very much ema- 


ciated; her fleth was cold to the touch; and, though her uring : 


was little in quantity, it was perfectly limpid. She had a conti- 
nual thirft, and was, in a confiderable degree, coftive. Her pulfe 


was low and quick, and the was frequently tormented with » 


the hiccough. “The pain in her ftomach was fevere and con- 
{tant ; and whatever the brought up was tharp to fuch a degree 
as to make her mouth and throat very fore. Thefe parts upon 
examination appeared high-coloured, and in many places exco= 
riated; and the pain fhe felt in her ftomach upon {wallowing any 
liquor that had the leaft degree of acrimony, or was more than 
luke-warm, made it) probable the ftomach itfelf, in its internal 
furface, was affected in the fame manner, opel 
~ 6 In this wretched' tate J was confulted ; and-muft confefs ‘ 
that I was much at a lofs how ‘to telieve a patient fo debilitated, 
and whofe ftomach was in fo difeafed a {tate, that it feemed in- 
capable of retaining any appropriated remedies long enough to 
correct the acrimony of the juices, and reftore the fecretions to a 
more mild and natural ftate. Anti-emetics of various kinds had 
been tried without effed, particularly faturated folutions of alka- 
line falt in juice of lemons. Stomachic medicines of the warm 
and aromatic kind fhe could not bear, on account of their poig= 


nancy ; and, though nothing could fo fpeedily correct the almoft © 


. 


cauftic acid of the gaftric juice as folutions of alkaline falts, nei- 
ther the fauces hor gullet could bear their acrimonys 

“« My expectations of relieving this patient, {mall as they were, 
depended upon my being able to neutralize, and thereby leffen, 
the ftimulus of the acid in the ftomach. To accomplith this was | 
not very eafyy as no medicine in finall dofes could in any con« 
fiderable degree corre& fo intenfe an acid ; and, jn the prefent fitu- 
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ation, it was dificult to get any medicine to ftay long enough to 
exert its effects. To difcharge, however, what acrid matter might 
be already accumulated in the ftomach, I directed that the patient 
fhould drink plentifully of fmall, warm, unfalted mutton-broth, and 
vomit with it fo long that it fhould be difcharged with no other 
tafte than that of broth. This was complied with, anda large 
quantity drank. The pain in her ftomach ceafed upon this for 
more than two hours, and was after that time apparently coming 
on with the fame violence as before. Upon which I ordered a” 
drachm of magnefia to be given in two ounces of yeal-broth, 
This kept down, and eafed her; 1 therefore directed the fame 
dofe to be repeated as often as the pain returned, without any're. , 
gard to the quantity that the whole might amount to, fuppofing 
that the pain continued fevere. This was done; and in three 
days fhe took three ounces of magnetia, of which very few dofes 
were vomited up, and fhe was purged confiderably. ; 

«This medicine was continued in a fomewhat lefs quantity 
for three days longer, in which fhe took two ounces more of 
magnetia ; by this time the yomitings ceafed, the convulfions left . 
her, fhe had no‘pain in the ftomach, and her mouth and fauces 
loft their intenfely red colour and-forenefs; nor did. even her 
eructations longer indicate any acidity. | 

“* Befides veal-broth fhe was allowed boiled rice, and now and 
then fome rice-gruel with a fmall quantity of brandy ; and after a 
few days more fhe could retain boiled chicken, and other light, . 
folid, animal-food. | 
_ “ When her ftomach was in this ftate, the took liberally of 
decoét.. cort, Peruvian. with a fmall portion of French brandy ; 
by which, and her nourifhment, fhe recovered her ftrength fur- 
prifingly. Lo this medicine, as fhe was during the latter part of 
her illnefs confiderably anafarcous, were added fome preparations 
of fleel; and in about a month the perfe@tly recovered. 

“ When this patient’s ftomach was relieved, the thirft, the 
general and partial fpafms, and other complaints, which were 
merely fymptomatic, foon ceafed; and what remained of her 
cure was by no means difficult. 

** Since the above-recited. cafe, I was confulted in another 
almoft in every refpect fimilar, except that the former began in 
pregnancy. ‘The vomitings attended with acidity had continued 
more than a month; the patient’s ftomach rejected every kind 
of food and medicine; ihe: was debilitated to a great degree, and 
univerfally anafarcous. : 

“* Upon being fent for, I dire@ted for her magnefia, much in 
the fame manner as for the former patient; and in a very few 
days her vomitings ceafed, her ftomach became itronger, and in 
lefs than a fortnight the anafarca difappeared, But it was a con- 
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fiderable time, as this perfon was more advanced in years than 
the former, before fhe recovered her ftrength, notwithftanding 


my beft endeavours for that purpofe. She at length, however, 


perfectly recovered.” ; | 
But although acidity-may be often fuccefsfully obviated in this 
manner, yet the beft way of counteracting this fymptom, as well 
zs of obviating coftivenefs, flatulence, and a variety of others, is 
by refloring the tone of the ftomach in particular, and indeed of 
the fyitem in general, With this intention, recourfe is had to a 
variety of tonics both from the mineral and vegetable kingdoms ; 
particularly chalybeates in different forms, gentian, colombo, and 


_the like ; but of all the tonics which can be employed im this . 
affection, none are attended with greater:benefit than exercife and: 
__ gold bathing ; and the proper and prudent employment of thefe is 


no lefs effectual in removing the difeafe, than in preventing the 
return of it after it is once removed, 
r e 


Genus XLV. HYPOCHONDRIASIS, 
Hypocwonprrac ArFEction, 


-Hypochondriafis, Save, gen. 220. Lin. 76. Vog. 218, Sag. 332. 
Morbus hypochondriacus, Boerb. 1098. ! | 
~Malom:hypochondriacum, Hofin. Il. 65.. Funk. 36, 


Athough fome of the nofological writers, particularly Sauvages, 
Rave contidered this genus as confifting of different fpecies, Dr. 
Cullen is of opinion, that there is only one idiopathic fpecies, the 
bypochendriafis melancholica.’ ‘He confiders ‘not only the hypo- 
chondriafis hyfterica, phthifica, and althmatica, but alfo the biliofa, 
fanguinea, and pitujtofa, as being only fymptomatic ; but he views 
the true melancholic hypochondriafis as being a proper idiopathic 


difeafe, perfectly diftinct from hyfteria,. with which it has often © 


been conteunded, ; . Wan’ 
1. Defcription.] The fymptoms of ‘hypochondriafis are, 
ftretching, prefling, griping and tormenting pains under the tibs, 
and chiefly in the left fide ; which fometimes are: exafperated, and 
become pungent, burning, or lancinating. Frequently there is 
an inflation of the left hypochondrium, which femetimes becomes 
ftationary, and by Hippocrates was taken for a fymptom of an en- 
larged {pleen. When thefe fymptoms take place in the right 
hypochondrium, they are commonly attended with colic-pains, 
uncertain flying’ heats, efpecially in the head, with a tranfient 
rednefs of the face;'and very-freqnently an cedematous Pn of 
the feet: fucceeds, To thefe are fuperadded almoft all the-affec- 
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tions of the ftomach occurring in dyfpepfia, befides a variety of 
other fymptoms, fuch as palpitations, fleeplefs nights, and the 
like, But betides thefe, there occurs alfo a particular depreffion 
of {pirits and apprehenfion of danger, which may be confidered as 
one of the great characterifing fymptoms of the difeafe, 

2. Caufes, &c.] ‘Whe’ general caufes of the hypochondriac 
_ affection are faid to be a plethora, and pfeternatural thicknels. of 
the blood ; fuppreffions of cuftomaty evacuations; high and ful] 
diet, together with a fparing quantity of drink ; an hereditary 
difpofition ; indolence ; atony of the inteftines ; violent paffions 
of the mind, &c. ; 

3. Prognofis.|.. The hypochondriac affeGtion, when left to 
itfelf, is more troublefome than dangerous; but, if improperly 
treated, it may bring on various difeafes of a more fatal tendency, 
fuch as melancholy, bloedy urine and nephritis, jaundice, vertigo, 
paify, apoplexy, &c. 

4. Cure.| This is to be attempted by fuch medicines as coun- 

teract occafional caufes, and obviate urgent fymptoms ; which 
may be all comprehended under bleeding, gentle evacuants, 
chalybeates, the Peruvian bark, and exercife, efpecially riding 
on horfeback, which in this difeafe is greatly preferable to any 
other, 
_ To give the treatment more'in detail, we fhall avail ourfelves 
of the following injunctions laid down by Dr. Smith, who, claff- 
ing morbus hyflericus, affectio hypochondriaca, &c. under the 
general head of “ nervous complaints,” {peaks of the cure in the 
following way : ee “ai 

For the relief of nervous fymptoms, there are two indica 
tions. 

The firft, to ftrengthen and confirm the fyftem of the folids, 
and habit of body in general. | | ) : 
- The fecond will confift in relieving and palliating the moft 
urgent fymptoms, . Rate ere aa: 

The regimen neceffary to be purfued to anfwer the firft indi- 
eation, is fuch as is requifite in weakened and ‘relaxed folids. 
Emetics of ipecacuanha, or cuprum vitriolatum, with the ftomach 
purges (No. 144. and 146.) chalybeates (Na. 1s1.), the bark 
(No. 150.), or (No.*194.), or given in the following way. 
Exercife of body, and the cold bath are alfo material helps to thele 
remedies. _ a 
(No. 283.)' R Sp. vitriol. wether. ‘gij. | 
: Tinct. amar. 3yj. 

M. capt. 3}. vel 3ij. bis terve de die ex vin‘ rub, vel vino 
_ jnedicat, vr 
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(No. 284.) Pauly. cort. Perny. %j. : 
. Flor. Balauft. | = af 
~ Rad. Zedoariz 
Cort. Cinnam. aa 3jf% 
Vin. rub. aufter. tb). : 
Digere et cola. Dof. ij. ter quaterve de die, 
The author then proceeds to dire&t the following: — 
(No. 285.) R Pill, Ruf. 3). 
Pil.-e gummi 
Ferri vitriol. aa jf 
Ol. junip. gtt. xx. ap 
Syt. € cort. aurant. q. f. ut ft. pill. No. xij. e 3j. 
. fumend. iv, mane et vefp. 
~ The following bitter chalybeate draught, and warm bolufes, 
are likewife well adapted to the remedy of thefe affeCtions : 
(No. 286.) B Infuf. amar. fimp. 3jf. 
. Vin. chalybeat. Z{. 
) Tin. lavend. camp. 3). 2 
M. ft. Hauft. hor. xj, matut. et sta. P.M. fumendus. 
(No. 287.) K Extract. cinchone 3 {5. ; 
' Colcoth: vitrioli 
Limat. ferri recent. aa a. ad BT ee ag 
Pulv. aromatic. gr. vj. Syr. fimp. q. f. ut ft. Bol. 
| man. et. vefp. fumendus, | ’ 
(No. 288.) B Conf. cort. aurant. 3f%. 
~ Limatur. ferri 9). 
Poly. rad. Zedoar. 
’ Pulv. aromatic. aa. gr. vj. 4 
Syr. ecort, aurant. q..f, ut ft. Bolus, man. et vefp. 
fumendus. Pa 7 | 
. )'To anfwer the fecond intention, or palliate. the fymptoms, 
which all appear entirely of the {pafinodic kind, the remedies pro- 
pofed under the head of Convulfions and Spafms, will be the 
_ moft advifable. Opium under fome circumftances claims the 
firft place; then the nervous, cephalic, or antifpafmodic medi- 
cines; the foetid ferulaceous gums, affafcetida, galbanum, faga= 
penum, and myrrh; caftor, mufk, camphor, valerian, and the like. 
(No. 289.) R, Confeét. paulin. 38. 
Caftor. Mofch. aa. 58. <del 
Syr- croci. q: f. ut ft. bol. 6ta quaque hor. vel pro 
re nata fumend. . 
_ Ora grain, or in fome cafes two, of opium, may be given at 
a dofe, and repeated as often as neceflary. Clyfters made of 
broth, or the like, with one or two drachms of the tina. opi, will 
fometimes be highly ufeful. Blifters and finapifms are often fer= 
viceable, more efpecially in fuch convulfive complaints as are not 
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attended with great pain; in which cafe likewife the fetids and 
antifpafmodics may be ufed to advantage, 
_Affafcetida may be given from 9f to 3. 

Ammoniacum 9j to 38, 

Caftor, af. to di. 

Camphor, gr. y. to 3j. 

Mufk, 58. to 3. 

Oleum animale, gtt. vj. to xv. 

Volatile falts, fs. to Dj. 

Salt and oil of amber, the fame. 

Valerian, 3]. to 3ij. 
_ By thefe a truce may be gained, and the patient often receives a 
fudden and immediate relief 

When the circumftances of the patient can afford it, a voyage 

to Spain, Portugal, or fome of the warmer countries in Europe, 
will be of great fervice. 


Genus XLVII.- CHLOROSIS. 


GREEN-SICKNEss, 


Chilorofis, Sauv. gen. 309. Lin 222. Vog. 305. Sag. gene 
135+ Boerh. 1285. Hoffn. iii. 311. Funck. 86. 


{pecies: viz. what fome diftinguith by the title of chlorofis virginea, 
others of chlorofis amatoria. ' | 


Of this genus alfo Dr. Cullen thinks there is but one idiopathic 


1. Defcription.] This difeafe ufually attacks girls a little after 
the time of puberty, and firft thews itfelf by fymptoms of dy{pep- 
fia, But a diftinguithing fymptom is, that the appetite is entirely 
Vitiated, and the patient will eat lime, chalk, afhes, falt, &c. very 
greedily, while at the fame time there is not only a total inap- 
petence to proper food, but it will even excite naufea and vomit- 
ing. In the beginning of the difeafe, the urine js pale, and after- 
wards turbid; the face becomes pale, and then affumes a green- 
ith colour ; fometimessit becomes livid or yellow: the eyes are 
funk, and have a livid circle round them; the lips lofe their fine 
red colour; the pulfe is quick, weak, and low, though the hea, 
is little fhort of a fever, but the veins are {carcely filled; the fee, 
are frequently cold, {well at night, and the whole body feem, 
covered with a foft {welling ; the breathing is difficult: nor is th, 
mind free from affeGion as well as the bedy 3 it becomes ivitateg 
by the ilighteft caufes; fometimes the patients love folitude, ang 
become fad and thoughtful. There is a retention of the menfe 
throughout the whole courfe of the diforder; and at la{t all the® 
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bad fymptoms increafing, a leucophlegmafia, ariafarea, atrophy, 
- and death, fucceed. | sta Oo 

2. Caufes.| The caufe of chlorofis is thought to be an atony 
of the mufcular fibres of the alimentary canal, efpecially of the 
ftomach, joined with a fimilar atony of the perfpiratory veffels 
over the whole furface of the body, and the whole depending on an 
atony of thofe {mall arteries which pour out the menftrual blood. 
‘This atony may be occafioned by the fame caufes which bring on 
dyfpepfia and hypochondriafis, but very frequently arifes from love 
and:other paffions of the mind. i 

3. Prognofis.] The,chlorofis in all cafes is tedious, though it 
does not generally prove fatal; but we can never promife a cer- 
tain cure unlefs the menfes make their appearance. 

4 Cure.| ‘The remedies here in general are the fame as in 
the dyfepfia and hypochondriafis,; only in the chlorofis ftronger 
purgatives may be made ufe of; thofe which ftimulate the rec- 
tum, efpecially aloetics, are ufeful by ftimulating alfo the veffels 
of the uterus; and for this reafon indulgence in venery has fome- 
times been faid to produce a cure, particularly with. love-fick 
maids. The cold bath is alfo extremely proper 

Dr. Smith obferves, that thefe obftructions may fometimes be _ 
owing to a plethora, and then they are to be removed by bleeding 
and antiphlogiftic remedies. But we find, that they much more 
frequently depend upon a cachectic habit, relaxed folids, and a 
weakened circulation ; and in this cafe, the intentions of cure 
will confift in a directly oppofite treatment : namely, in ftrength-. 
ening the folids, and promoting the circulation. In fhort, reftore 
the body to a healthy ftate, and this as a natural excretion will 
fucceed. | OE tale Pea hgh 
- Cuperous emetics and gentle fomach purges, with medicines 
of the chalybeate and ftrengthening kinds, will moft avail—The 


J 


following will often fucceed extremely well : 
(No. 290.) B Pill. Rufi 
oo Ag - Pill. e. gummi 
. Ferri vitriol. 
Rubig. ferri ppt.'aa 3}. 
te Ol. fuccin, rectificat. tt. xx. Sy * 
Syr- croci, q. f. ut. ft pill, No. xii. e 3j. fumend. 
} ij. vel, iv. mane et vefp. 
(No. 291.) & Tindt. ferri muriati: 3ij. 
ancl ‘Ting. aloes 3}. mh 
M. capiat. coch, minim. (tea-fpoonful) ter quaterve de 
die ex: quovis vehiculo. tie Seen Ae 
The fuppreffion, which is owing to a contraction of the ute-" 
rine veflels, is to be relieved by relaxing the parts, and deter-. 
unig with more force the fluids, to dilate the extremities'of the 
VOueis, 
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The fteams of warm water, the warm bath, and the like, may. 
abate the contraction, and the warm emmenagogues may tend to 
farce down the menfes. , | 
(No. 292.) B Pulv. e. myrrh. comp. 3). 

Flor. martial, gr. vj. 
Extract. fabine gr. jij, + - 
Syr. croci. q. f. ut. ft. bol. ter die fumend. 
(No. 293.) B Elix. myrrh. comp. . 
_Tinct.croci aa 3}, 
Sumend, 3}. ad Zij. ter quaterve de die. 

Calomel has fometimes been of ufe, to remove obftru€tions ; 
and in many cafes may be prefcribed to advantage, efpecially in’ 
firong habits. \ | 


Orper Ill. SPASMI. 


SPAsM1, Sauv. ClafsIV. Mog. Clafs V. | Sag. Clafs VIII, 
Motorii, Lin. Clafs VEL. 3 
Morbi fpafmodici et convulfivi, Hoffin. IT. 9. 

Spafmi et cohvulfiones, Funch. ae, Sa 

Epileptia, Boerhy 1071. 1088. 


Genus XLVI. The TETANUS. 


Tetanus, Sauv. gen. 122, Lin. 127, Pog. 180. Sag. gen. 228, 
Catochus, Sauv. gen. 123. Lin. 128. Vog. 183. Sag. gen, 229, 
Opifthotonos, Yog. 181, | | | 
Epifthotonos, Vag. 182. 


On this formidable difeafe Dr. Lionel Chalmers has publithed 
adiffertation in the firft volume of the Medical Obfervations, 
which being fupericr to any thing that has appeared in other 
medical writers on the fubje@&t, we fhall here lay before the 
reader. . ! ; 

1. Preliminary remarks.] Of all the difeafes to which man ig 
fubject, none deferves more to be confidered than the opifthotonus 
and tetanus, either with regard to the variety of painful fymptoms 
which, almoft without’ intermiffion, diftrad the fick, or the danger 
of the difeafes themfelves, from which few recover, in comparifon 
of the number they attack: In both, the vital ations are very 
imperfectly performed, moft of thofe whick are called natural 
being as it were fufpended at once ; and fo far is the patient front 
being able to exécute any voluntary motion,’ that the whole 
machine undergoes the mof excruciating diftortions, from’ the 
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Violent and. unnatural contractions of the mufcles. Happy it 1s 
for the inhabitants of the more temperate climates, that fuch dif- 
eafes appear rarely among them; but in thofe countries which lie 
in the more fouthern and warmer latitudes, they are endemic, efpe- 
cially to negro flaves. In South Carolina, they fhew themfelves 
at all feafons, but not fo often in the winter, more frequently in 
{pring and autumn}; and are moft common in the fummer, when 
people work abroad, and are alternately expofed to the fcorching 
heat of the fun and heavy fhowers, which often happen fuddenly, 
and greatly alter the temperature of the air. Others are feized 
with the opifthotones after fleeping without doors, that they may 
enjoy the deceitful refrefhment of the cool night-air when the 
weather is warm; one youth chofe to cut off his hair and fhave 
his head on a warm day in March, and went to bed without a cap, 
but the weather changéd and became cold in the night, and he was 
found rigid with that difeafe next morning. - 

“ Thefe difeafes fo rarely appear as originals in Europe, that 

a good hiftory of them cannot be expected from the phyficians 
who practife in that part of the world; nor has any thing like a 
full defcription been given of them by any. ancient or modern 
author which I have feen. Hippocrates indeed takes notice of 
them in many places, and feems to regard them only as confe- 
quences of other difeafes, or of wounds or ulcers of the nervous 
or tendinous parts, of which fymptomatic kind of opifthotonos he 
gives three remarkable cafes in ib. V. f: VIL. de Morb. vulg. and 
repeats them in another place; but the few fymptoms he recounts 
do not thew themfelves with us. Galen, Ccelius, Aurelianus, 
Aretzus, &c. feem only to -have copied Hippocrates, with the 
addition of fome fuppofititious fymptoms, which really do not 
appear ; and the little that Bontius fays of it is very faulty. 

2. Defcription.} “ Among the numerous clafs of fpafmodic 
difeafes, there are three which diftinguifh themfelves in a very © 
particular manner, on which the names of empro/thotonos, opifthoto- 
nos, and tetanus, have been juttly enough beftowed, as being ex- 
preflive of the pofture into which they throw and confine the 
patient. When therefore thofe mufcles which bend the head, 
neck, and body, forwards; fuffet fuch involuntary, violent, and 
continued contractions, as to fix the chin to the breaft, incurvate 
the fpinei and body, and retain the fick in this painful and prone 
pofture, the difeate is called emprofthotonos. When the pofterior 
mufcles are fimilarly affected, fo that the head is drawn towards 
the fpine, and the {pine itfelf is recurvated, it has then the name 
of opi/fhotonos 5 although, in fact, in this, all thofe mufcles which 
a& in deglutition, bend the head forwards, or turn it. to either 
fide, are equally contracted with thofe which raife the head and 
{pine, The zetanus differs from, or rather is compounded of, both 
the others: for in this the patient is found rigid and inflexible, 
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being as it were braced between the oppolite contractions of 
the anterior and pofterior mufcles; yet even here the head is 
much retracted. i 

**T never faw the emproffhotonos; and fhall only fpeak of the 
epifthotonos and tetanus, the firft being by far the moft common, 
and in the laft {tage of which the tetanus frequently fupervenes. 
And let it be obferved, that the following defcription by no means 
refpets fuch fymptomatic contractions as often happen imme- 
diately before death, both in acute and chronic difeafes ; neither 
will it agree with that fpurious opi/Photonos or tetanus which appear 
fometimes in the firft and fecond ftages of quotidian intermittents 
in this country, however they may emulate the true difeafes in 
fome of their fymptoms. ; 

“ Strap. I. The opifhotonos, contrary to what-Bontius afferts, 
often comes on gradually and by flight approaches, the patient 
complaining rather of an uneafy {tiffnefs in the back part of -the 
neck and about the fhoulders, than of any acute pain, with fome 
degree of a general laffitude. Thefe increafe, and become fo 
troublefome when he attempts to turn his head, or to bend it for- 
ward, as to oblige him to walk very erect; for he can by no 
means look downward, nor to either fide, without turning his 
whole body. He cannot open his jaws without pain; and has 
fome difficulty in fwallowing, which difcourages him from 
attempting to eat. At times he feels a fudden and painful traction 
under the cartilago enfiformis, which ftrikes through to the back, 
and inftantly increafes the rigidity about the neck and fhoulders, 
draws the head backward a little, and fhuts the jaws clofer. The 
pain under the fernum returns more frequently and with greater 
violence ; and the other contra€tions become fo ftrong, that the 
head from this time continues much retrated, and he now re- 
fufes nourifhment, as {wallowing is attended with great pain, and 
occafions a return of the {pafm ; which extends along the {pine to 
the lower extremities, fo that they will no longer fupport him, 
and he is under the neceffity of going to bed. ae 

‘Tn this manner pafles over the firlt {tage of the opi/thotonos, 
which fometimes takes up threeor four days; the patient, as well 
as thofe about him, miftaking the firft appearances of it for that 
rheumatic complaint, which is commonly called a crick in the neck ; 
but it fometimes forms itfelf much quicker, and invades the un-. 
fortunate perfon with the whole train of its mifchievous fymptoms 
in a few hours: in which cafe, the danger may truly be eftimated 
from the violence of the firft attack; for fuch generally die in 
twenty-four, thirty-fix, or forty-eight hours, and very rarely fur- 
vive the third day. But when it is lefs acute, few are loft after 
the ninth or eleventh ; which number of days would got be poffi- 
ble for them to complete, unlefs the violence of the difeafe was in 
a good meafure fubdued; although I had one who recovered, after 
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having been fubje€l to ils tyrannical attacks daily for fix weekss 
In this ftage the pulfe is flow, and very hard, and the belly is 
bound: blood taken away feems not to be altered from the natu- 
ral ftate, fo that no indication ean be deduced therefrom, and it 
only varies with regard to laxity or compaction, according to the 
age of the perfon and feafon of the year. i 
“Strap. Il. The fpafm under the fternum (which is the pa- 
thognomic fymptom of this difeafe) becomes more violent, return- 
ing every ten or fifteen minutes; and never fails to be inftantly 
fucceeded by a ftronger retraction of the head, with great rigidity 
and pain all round the neck, and along the {pine to the lower ex- 
tremities, which are fuddenly put to the ftretch. The countenance 
is very pale and contracted; the jaws are that moment f{napped to- 
gether, and cannot afterwards be opened fo wide as to receive the 
end of one’s little finger ; an aftempt to do which by way of ex- 
periment, furely hurries on the fpafm. The maftoid, coraco-hyoid, 
and fterno-hyoid mutcles, as well as all the others concerned in 
deglutition, and the deltoid and pe&torals, are moft violently con- 
tracted, fo that the fhoulders are ftrongly raifed forward, and the 
arms are ftretched out or drawn acrofs the body ; but the wrifts 
and fingers feem not to be affected. 
‘« Such is the condition of the patient in the time of the fpafm, 
which ceafes in a few feconds: after which the fhoulders and arms 
recline, and the inferior extremities relax; yet not fo enurely, but 
that fuch a degree of rigidity for the moft part remains as will not 
permit them to bend when this is attempted by another perfon; for 
as to the fick himfelf, he cannot at all move them. The mufcles 
on the fides and fote-part of the neck continue ftill contracted, al- 
though not fo ftrongly ; but their ation is overcome by the number 
and jtrength of the pofterior ones; fo that the retraGtion of the 
head conttantly remains. He breathes quick for fome minutes, as 
if he had been exceffively exercifed; and the pulfe is fmall, flutter- 
ing, and irregular, but both become more calm and flow. The 
face is f{ometimes pale in the intervals, but oftener flufhed; and the 
whole countenance exprefies {trong appearances of the moft me- 
lancholy diftrefs, as well becaufe of the dread he has cf a return of 
the fpafm, which he is fure will foon happen, as from the pain he 
fuffers by the pretent contractions, and the more general aind fevere 
ones which he has fo lately fuftained. The tongue is ftiff and 
torpid ; but, fo far as it can be feen, is not fouls The belly is al- 
ways bound, and cannot eafily be loofened. In drinking, the liquid 
pafies with great dificulty to the ftomach, even in the fmallett quan- 
uty; and if the {pafm fhould feize him at the time, which an attempt 
to {wallow for the moft part occafions, the liquor returns through 
the nofe with fome force. The patients defire to lie {till as much as. 
pofible; and avoid drinking, {peaking, or being moved, either of 
which are apt to oceafion a return of the fpafm. . 
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“Srap. III. In this laft ftage, the patient is reduced to the — 
imoft calamitous and diftrefsful cireumftances: for he is on 2 con- 
tinual rack, according to the moft literal meaning of that word; 
the fpafm returning oftener than once in a minute, is much more 
violent, and holds him longer, fo that he has {carcely any remiffion. 
The anterior mufcles of the whole body now fuffer equal contrac- 
tions with the pofterior; but the laft overcome the force of the 
‘others, fo that the {pine is ftrongly recurvated, and forms a hollow 
arch with the bed, and he refts on the back part of the head and 
the heels. The belly is flat and is drawn inward; and the mufcles 
are fo rigidly contraéted, that they will not give way to preffure, 
and do not feem in the leaft to yield to the defcent of the diaphragm 
in infpiration; the feveral mufcles about the neck, fides, and ab-~ 
domen, being plainly diftinguifhable from.each other. Although 
the lower extremities are always rigid in this ftate, yet are they fo 
fuddenly and violently diftended in the time of the fpafms, that were 
it not for the ftanders-by, he would be projected feet foremoft off 
the bed; while others again are as it were puthed upward. with 
fuch a fpring, that the head is ftruck with great force again{t what- 
ever happens to be in the way, the thighs and legs being in this 
cafe no lefs rigid than the other parts. “The tongue is {pafmodical- 
ly darted out, and is often miferably torn, as the teeth are that mo- 
ment {napped together; fo that it is neceflary to prevent this by 
keeping the handle of a {poon, wrapped round with foft rags, be-~ 
tween the teeth, when this can be done. At the time that the 
tongue is thus thruft out, the mufcular fleth which lies between the 
arch of the lower jaw and the head of the trachea, feems to be drawn 
_ upwards within the throat. The countenance is very much con 
tracted, and he is ina foam of fweat, the heat being very great; and 
the pulfe between the {pa{ms is exceeding quick, imall, and irrezu- 
Jar, although the heart throbs fo {trongly, that its motions may be 
‘plainly feen, and a palpitating fubfultory kind of undulation may 
not only be felt, but perceived all over the epigaftric region. ‘The 
eyes are watery and languid, and a pale or bloody froth bubbles 
‘out from between the lips. The jaws are, for the moft part, lock- 
ed faft, fo that it is impoffible to give drink or nourifhment, nor 
could he fwallow if any thing was put into hismouth. In this 
{tate they are commonly delirious: and as they cannot fubfift many 
hours under fo great a fufpention of the vital and natural functions, 
a mortal anxiety enfues and releafes them; oftener a continued 
and fevere f{pafm finifhes the tragedy, when it was before almoft 
at an end: but moft frequently a general convulfion puts a period 
to their fufferings ; and whichever way this happens, they for the 
moft part relax juft before death. ; 

“« In the tetanus, the general {ymptoms are nearly the fame as in 
the opifthotonos, except that from the firft attack, the lateral, ab- 
dominal, and other anterior mujfcles, are equally contracted with 
the pofterior ones ; and the arms-become rigid as well as the lower 
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extremities. The abdomen is always flat and rigid as in the laft 
{tage of the opifthotonos, and its contents feem to be thruft up in- 
to the thorax, which at the fame time appears to be much diiated. 
There are here alfo fome. intervals between the {pafms, in the time 
of which the cheeks are drawn. towards the ears, fo that ail the 
teeth may be feen as in the {pafmus cynichus. Deglutition is more 
free in this than in the other difeafe; yet fo far is the fick from 
being equally balanced between the contraétions of the oppofite 
mufcles, that the head is retra€ted and the {pine is recurvated, al- 
though not quite fo much as in the gpifthotonos. And the {pafm, 
which commences under the fternum, is likewife common to the 
tetanus, which terminates as the other, and on the fame fatal days. 
But whoever recovers from either, labours long under a general 
atonia; and they cannot for fome months raife themfelves from a 
{fupine or recumbent pofture withaut pain, nor without ‘help for 
fome time.”’ : | 
3. Proguofis and Cure.) There has never been any thing like a 
crifis obterved mm thefe frightful cafes, or favourable termination | 
from the mere efforts of nature; and therefore all the phyfician’s 
dependence muft be upon art... As in cafes of tetanic affections, 
the difeafe often arifes from fome particular irritation, the removal 
of this muft neceffurily be an important object in the cure: but 
where it cannot be removed, beieht may often be obtained by the 
prevention of its influence being communicated to the brain. 
When, however, that influence is communicated. to the brain, a. 
cure is to be expected only by diminifhing and obviating it. This 
is principally brought about by the ufe either of thofe means which 
ave a general tendency to diminifh ation, or of thofe which in- 
duce a different ttate of a&tion... On thefe grounds the operation 
of thofe remedies which are employed with greatet faccefs in this 
affeCtion may, we apprehend, be explained. Fortunately it has 
been found, that opiuin is capable of ceiving fome: relief, if ad- 
miniftered in proper time, and if the difeafe happens not to be in. 
the moft violent degree: the warm bath muft alfo be brought in 
aid; and the patients fhould lie horizontally in the bath, and while 
in it have the whole body extremely weil rubbed: when taken out, 
they are not to be dried, but immediately put to bed wrapt in the 
foftett blankets ; and while they remain there, the belly ought either 
to be fiuped, or two or three bladders filled with warm water kept 
conftantly lying onit. The bowels atthe fame time muft, if poffible, 
be kepr open,. by folutions of manna and fal polychreft, or fome 
other purging falr, mixed with oleum ricinis or if that fhould not 
‘be at hand, with ail of fweet almonds and a little tinGture of fenna. 
dhe opiates aie'to be given in large and frequently repeated dofes ; 
fuch as a grain of opium, or twenty drops of the tinéture,. every 
fecond or third hour ;. and it will befafeft not to truft to the the- & 
baic tincture, which is kept ready prepared in the fhops, but order 
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the neceffary dofe of folid opium, and either give it in pills or dif 

-folve it in fome convenient liquid. If {wallowing ihould be dif- 
ficult, or the jaws clofed up, the opium muft be given in clyiters ; 
for during the whole courfe of the difeafe it will be of fervice to 
order/emollient cly{ters to be injected from time to time, fincethefe 
will anfwer not only asa relaxing fomentation, but alfo contribute 
to keep the inteftinal canal perfectly free. ; 

When the patients recover, they continue for a long time very 
relaxed and weak; and no wonder, fince it is the nature of all 
fpafmodic affe€tions to leave behind them extreme weaknefs and 
relaxation of the mufcular fibres. In order to perfect the recovery, 
a courfe of the Peruvian bark and the Peruvian balfam is to be 
tried ; and the {pine may be rubbed with {pirituous liniments, or 
with a mixture of rum and Barbadoes tar: but thefe and all other 
ftimulating things, either ‘internally or externally, during the 

- violence of the fpafms, muft, in the opinion of fome practitioners, 
be omitted, fince all of them as well as bifters have been alleged 
to exafperate the difeafe. 

This, in general, is the plan of treatment recommended by 
Dr. Chalmers. .° , 

The fame dreadful diforders frequently attack young children 
in the warm climates. Dr. Hillary tells us, that they will there 
arife from the fame caufes which ufually produce convulfions 
with children in Britain, viz. from a retention of the meconium 
or firft excrement after birth; or from a glutinous. matter which 
is too often found in the inteftines of young children foon after 
the other is difcharged ; or. from a cheely matter from the coagu-» 
lation of the milk by an acid in the ftomach ; or from hard excre~ 
ments ; or fromfomething taken in by the mouth which is over 
acrid, or too hard to. digeft, which irritates their tender bowels, 
and fo produces ftartings and convulfive fpafms, with all the other 
fymptoms which precede and accompany conyulfions in young 
children in Britain. And this fhews how much more readily and 
eafily the nerves are affected and irritated in. that warm climate, - 
and the tetanus produced trom a much lefs caufe there, than itis 
in Britain, where it is bnt feldom feen. But thefe caufes not be- 
ing timely remoyed, their acrimony is increafed, partly by the heat 
of the climate, and partly by the fever which they produce, which 
{till renders them more acrid, and fo increafes the irritation of their 
bowels, that it firft brings on ftartings, then convlfive fpafms, and 
regular. convulfion fits; which, if not foon removed, ufually end 
in a perfect tetanus there, and the difeafe is but feldom cured in 
fuch young children when it arrives at that ftate; for when the 
child lies in that miferable, rigid, immoveable condition, upon 
moying its hands or feet m the moft gentle manner, or foftly _ 
touching any part of its body, er giving it the leaft motion, even 
feeling its pulfe in the moft gentle tender mauner, or the leaft 
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noife, or even touching its clothes, will bring on the convulfive 
fpafms, and caufe it to be ftrongly convulfed backwards, or drawn 
into a rigid ftraight line, {trongly extended and immoveable like a 
ftatue, and will fo remain immoveable out of either of thofe pof. 
tures for a confiderable time, a minute or two; and when the dif- 
eafe is arrived at this degree, Dr. Hillary thinks it is never cured, 
But if the phyfician be called in time, before the tetanus has come 
on (which is too feldom the cafe there), though he finds ftrong 
convulfive fpafms have feized the child, or that it has hada con- 
vulfive fit or two, it may moft commonly be relieved, the coming 
of the tetanus be prevented, and the life of the babe faved, as 
Dr. Hillary has more than once feen, by removing and carrying 
off the irritating caufe which ftimulates their tender bowels, by 
fuch gentle evacuations as are fuitable to their age; and then 
quicting and coimpofing the irritation of their nerves with proper 
anodynes, and correcting the remaining acrimony of the nutritious © 
juices in the prime via. | | a : 
Lo anfwer thefe intentions, the following method, with vari. 
ations, pro re nata et pro ratione etatis, as the caufe is different 
has been found to anfwer the defired effe& the beft. : 
(No 294.) B: Seri lactis 33}. 
Ue. or ad PONY VENeks eats 
Mannz 3ij. vel iij. | ( 
Ol. amygd. fs. 
Ol. feniculi dul. gut. ij. 
_ Balf. Peruv. gut. v. 
Mifce, ft. enema quamprimum injiciendum. Sie 
And if the fymptoms of the approaching tetanus will permit, 
he directs fomething of the following nature to affift the operation 
of the clyfter, and to carry off the acrimony the fooner. | 
(No 295.) R Aq. fein. feeniculi Ziij. 
ON Magnef. albz fs. 
. Syr. e cichor. cum rheo. 
 __Syr. rofar. folut. ana. 3iij. Mifce. 
(No 296.) Vel, R Ag. fem. feniculi 3iij. 
ee OR BOILA ain y oda ales 
Magnef. albz zifs. | 
Syr. é cichor. cum rheo. 
Mannz opt. ana Zij. | 
Ol. amygd. dul. z1ij. Mifce. 
Exhibe cochl. parv. vel duo, pro ratione ztatis, omni fe. - 
mihora, vel’ omni hora, donec refpond. alyus. ’ 
Two or three ftools being obtained by thefe, the following is 
exhibited in order to abate the convulfive twitchings, and prevent . 
the fefanus from coming on; — " J 
(No. 297-) B Aq. fem, feniculi 3ilje 
iid ous kati Mae lis: Need: Sue a 
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Ocul. cancer. prep. 3}. 
Mofchi orient. gr. ij. 
Spir. vol. C. C. gut xv. 
Syr. e mecon, 3is. Mifce. 
Exhibe cochl. parv. (a child’s fpoonful) ter quaterve de die, 
vel feepius, urgent. convull, vel {pafin. 
But if the fymptoms thew that the tetanus is more immedistely 
coming on, fo that we have no time to. wait till the operation of 
the clyfter and opening laxative be over, fomething of the foillow- 
ing nature muft be immediately given; or the tetanus will come 
on; and moit probably prove fatal to fuch tender babes. 
(No. 298.) Ag. feeniculi 3vj. : 
“Mofchi orient. gr. }- 
Tind. opii. gut. ii). 
Syr. € mecon. 3¥j. 
Mifce pro duobus dof. de quibus exhibe unam quam- 
primum, et alteram fi convol. {pafm. redeunt. : 
This, Dr. Hillary obferves, may be thought a bold attempt, to 
give tinét. opii to fuch a tender young infant: but itis to be con- 
fidered that the little patient will certainly die if the tetanus feize 


jt, and that it will come on if this do not prevent it; and he has 


known a bold ignorant old midwife give four or five dreps of that 
tingture to a very young infant without any prejudice more than 
its dofing three or four hours, though not in this cafe, but in one 
much lef{s violent. 

The clyfter may. be given at the fame time, and the opening 
laxative not long after it: though it may retard the operation of 
that fome time, yet it operates foon after, and gives relief; after 
which the other medicines, and fomenting the body and anointing 
it as before, may be ufed, if the phyfician finds it neceffary ; alfo 
a little of the laxative mixture may be given once or twice a-day, 
if the above julep does not anf{wer that intention of keeping the 
child’s body open for a few days afterwards, which in this cafe is 
generally found neceflary to be obferved. 3 

Thefe methods and medicines may be varied according to cir 
cumftances, For neither the fame method nor the fame medicines 
will anfwer in all cafes, though the difeafe be the fame; but thev 
muft be changed as the caufes differ, or the conftitution of the 
fick, or the time of the difeafe, or as fome other circumftances may 
require: which is a thing of great importance, not only in this, 
but in the cure of moft other difeafes; wherefore it is mentioned 
here, chiefly to caution the practitioners in the Weft Indies. 

When proper medicines are thus timely and judicioufly given 
in this cafe, they feldom fail to carry off the irritating caule, quiet 
and eafe the nerves, remove the convulfions and fpaims, and con 
fequently prevent the tetanus from coming on, and the death of 
the patient... But if calling in. the phyfician be deferred till the 
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tetanus has already ftrongly feized the child, as is too often the 
caie here, neither warm bathing, fomenting, nor any other methods 
or medicines whatever, will Temove it or its caufes, nor fave the 
life of the patient, . 
Dr. Chalmers gives an account of his having cured one child 
feized with a tetanus, by purging with an infufion of rhubarb ; to 
which a few grains of mufk, and a little lixivium kali were added, 
together with the warm bath, and the frequent inje¢tion of clyfters. 
made thus: a TN 
(No. 299.) R Flor. chamem. manip. j. 
Aquze bullien. lib. j. 
Infunde per horam dimid, & adde, 
Sapon. venet. 3ij fiat enema. 

_ It is much to be regretted, however, that in thofe ‘cafes where 
the affiftance of the medical art js moit wanted, it moft generally 
fails. We have been affured by a gentleman who praétifed for 
fome time in the warm parts of America, that out of thirty cafes 
of the tetanus he had feen, not one of the patients recovered, 

though he had given opium to the quantity of twenty grains - 
thrice a-day; and others, he was affured, had taken thirty grains 
thrice a-day. In the beginning of the difeafe, the medicine pro~ 
duced a violent head-ach; but towards the end, it had no manner 
of effect whatever.. In two patients, the difeafe came on from 
the flighteft caufes imaginable. ‘The one accidentally fell in at- 
tempting to avoid a loaded cart, and put the heel of his fhoe upon 
one of his thumbs in rifing ; the other, in avoiding the fame cart, 
flightly ruffled the {kin of bis nofe. Both were feized-with the 
- tetanus; and both died, snotwithftanding all poffible affiftance was 
given. ‘The former had his thumb amputated without effet. 
(En the Edinburgh Phyfical and Literary Eflays, vol. IIE. Dr. 
Donald Monro deferibes a new method of cure, communicated to 
him bya gentleman who was formerly a practitioner in Jamaica. 
While this gentleman praGtifed in that ifland, he had under his 
care a great number of cafes of tetanus attended with the locked- 
jaw. At firft, he ufed to give very freely of opium, mufk, and 
other medicines of this clafs; to bleed, and make other evacua- 
tions ; while he ufed baths, fomentations, embrocations, and other 
external applications, but all without the leaft fuccefs ; and, as he 
had loft a great many patients without being fo lucky as to make 
one cure, he began to believe that this ditorder always proved 
fatal, and was not to be cured by medicine, notwithitanding what. 
fome practitioners had alleged. . However, having received an un- 
expected hint concerning the good effects of the mercurial ointment 
in fuch cafes, he refolved to try it; and ordered the firft patient 
that offered to be put into a warm room, and to be rubbed two or 
three times a-day with the ointment, till fuch time as a falivation 2 
. was ‘tailed; when he with ‘pleafure obferved, that, -as foon aé thie 
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mercury began to affe&t sie mouth, the canvulfions of the mufcles 
of the jaws, as well as all the other fpafms and convulfions, 
ceafed, and the patient was freed of all his complaints. After this, 
he treated every cafe of this kind which came under his care in the’ 
fame manner, and curedtwelve, which were all who applied to him 
for advice fo early in the diforder that there was time to bring the 
mercury to the mouth before the fatal period was expected. A 
few died, in whom the difeafe was fo far advanced before he faw 
them, that there was not time to raife it to falivation. None of 
the cafes which were under this gentleman’s care in the Wef 
Indies were the confequences of wounds, or capital operations ; 
nor has he had any opportunity of trying it fince, in thofe cafes of 
the locked-jaw which fonietimes follows capital operations, owin 
io his having given over practice: but he thinks, that, from the 
fimilarity of the complaint, there-is no doubt that the mercurial 
frictions would be equally efficacious in fuch cafes, as when the 
diforder comes from catching cold, or other fuch caufes, : 
In the fecond volume of the Medical Tranfa@tions, we have 
an account of a cure performed by Dr. William Carter, of Cane 
terbury, by means very different from any of thofe above related. 
——On the r7th of May, 1767, the doctor was called to a ftrong 
healthy man, in the twenty-firft year of his age, and who had 
been confined to his bed for three weeks. What gave rife to his 
prefent diforder was a wound on the inner ancie of his right. 
leg, which he had received fix weeks before from a joiner’s chifel. 
At that time his mouth was fo far clofed, as to admit only the 
moft liquid nourifhment, which he conftantly fucked through his 
teeth: but his legs and jaw, and the whole length of the fpina 
dorfi, were quite immoveable, being as {tiff and rigid as thofe of 
a perfon long dead; his head was drawn back. ard, and he was 
frequently ftrongly convulfed. The motion, indeed, of both his 
arms was but a little impaired. From the beginning to the end, 
his fight, hearing, and meniory, continued perfect ; his appetite 
was good ; and his fenfes, in the day-time, entire, though fome- 
times wandering in the night. As to his pulfe, that was regular 5 
if it deviated at all from the pulfe of a perfon in health, it was 
rather flow than 4uick, and fomewhat fuller than natural. Such 
was the fituation of his patient; a detail of which had. been 
given before the doctor fet out on his journey, which he un- 
dertook with a determined refolution to make ule of the method 
recommended by Dr, Sylvefter, in the frft volume of Medical 
Obfervations and Enquiries, publithed in the year 17¢7 (and 
which has been related from Dr. Chalmers and Dr. Hillary). 
~But on his ‘arrival at the houfe, he found great quantities of 
opium diffolved had been already given him; and that, for the | 
five laft days, he had taken no lefs than twenty-eight grains of - 
that medicine, with fifty grains of muk, in the fpace of twenty- 
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four hours, without any fenfible effedt, except the bringing on a, 
confufed ileep, out of which he frequently awoke in great hur- _ 
ries attended with a violent pain in the head, which almoft de- 
prived him of his. fenfes. The doctor was afraid to extend the 
dofe ; and foon determined to take fome other method, though at 
a lofs what methed to purfue, as, during a courfe of almoft thirty 
years’ practice, nothing of the fame kind had ever fallen under 
his cognizance before. Reflecting, however, that this diforder 
had always been deemed of the {pafmedic kind, and that the 
good effects produced by the opium muft probably be owing to 
the relaxing and refolving faculty of that medicine, he directed 
a blifter to be applied between the fhoulders, the whole length of 
the fpine; the jaw to be anointed with the oleum Jateritium; and 
the following purge to be given him: 
(No. 300.) B Tind. facree Zij. 

) ‘Tina, jallap. 3j. | 
Syr. e {pina cerv. Z{s. m, fiat Hauft. purg, 
"This was repeated three feveral times afterwards, at the diftance 
of three er four days: between each dofe. On the intermediate 
days; he was ordered the oleum fuccini, the foetid gum, and the 
eleum amygdalinum. Of the firtt he took thirty drops, of the 
gum twenty grains, and of the laft four ounces, in twenty-four 
hours. By thefe means, and thefe only, the convulfions foon ceafeds 
and he grew daily better and better, till at the end of a fortnight he 
_was able to walk about his room, and in lefs than three weeks 
became in all refpects well, fome {mall weaknefs in the parts 
only excepted. The jaw was relieved firft, after that the fpine, 
and laft of all the legs. A’ pain and uneafinefs in the places — 
affeed, neither of which he had felt before, were the fore- 
runners of his approaching amendment. 

From all this it feems reafonable to conclude, either that there 
is no-certain remedy for tetanus in all cafes, or that the medicines 
which prove effectual in one conflitution will fail in another, 
Thus, it is poffible, that in cafes where opium proves ineffec- 
tual, mercury may be a remedy; and, on the contrary, where 
mercury fails, opium may be effectual; and even where both 
are ineffectual, the antifpafmedics recommended by Dr. Carter 
may be of ufe. It is therefore neceflary for phyticians to be 
extremely careful to obferve the effects of the firft dofes of their 
xemedies: for if the fymptoms fhew not the leaft appearance of | 
temiffion after a large dofe of opium,~it is improbable that it 
can be cured by a repetition of the medicine ; and as no time can 
be loft with fafety, it will then be proper to apply mercurial oint- 
ment, or whatever elfe may be judged proper.—In the Edinburgh — 
Medical Commentaries we have an account of the cold bath | 
being ufed as a remedy, by Dr. Thomas Cochrane, at that time 
phyfician at Nevis, now at Edinburgh. ‘The patient was an 
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Eaft-Indian boy, who had been gored by a cow, and afterwards 
expofed to a rainy damp air for fome hours. Dr. Cochrane af- 
cribes his cure to the cold bath, which was applied by dathing 
the water upon his body. ~ But as the patient at the fame time 
got laudanum, at firft in the quantity of 2co drops a-day, and 
afterwards in ftill large dofes ; and had befides his throat and fhoul- 
ders anointed with warm oil of turpentine, was bled, and had 
lenient clyfters and laxatives ; it is by no means eafy to fay what 
fhare the cold bath had in his cure. Dr. Cochrane, however, 
_ fays he has heard of fome cafes being treated fuccefsfully by cold 
water and the Peruvian bark in St. Euftatia and St. Kitt’s, and in 
another letter mentions his having ufed the cold bath in other 
cafes of tetanus with fuccefs. But fiace Dr. Cochrane’s publi- 
cation, a more full and fatisfactory account of the benefit of this 
practice has been communicated in a paper publifhed by Dr. 
Wright, in the fixth volume of the London Medical Obferva- 
tions. Dr. Wright gives a particular account of fix cafes, in 
which the beft effects were obtained from dafhing cold water 
upon the patient; and he obferves, that fince he firft ufed this 
method of cure, he never failed in one inftance to effet a re- 
covery, and that in a fhorter time than by any other method 
hitherto propofed. ‘This practice has on fome occafions been 
adopted by practitioners in Britain, although here the difeafe is 
a much lefs frequent occurrence. It has particularly been em- 
ployed with fuccefs by Dr. Currie of Liverpool; and we hope 
that ftill more’extenfive practice will confirm the benefit to be 
derived from it, although not in-every inftance, yet-in many cafes 
of this affection. 

Very lately, different mode of cure in this affeGtion has béen 
recommended by Dr. Ruth, profeffor of medicine in Philadelphia, 
in a paper entitled Obfervations on the Caufe and Cure of Teta= 
nus, publifhed in the fecond volume of the Tranfactions of the 
American Philofophical Society. Dr. Rufh, viewing tetanus as 
a difeafe occafioned by relaxation, thinks the medicines indicated 
to cure it are fuch only as are calculated to remove this relax-~ 
ation, and to reftore tone to the fyftem. On this ground he re. 
commends the liberal ufe of wine and the Peruvian bark ; which, 
he tell us, he has employed with fuccefs in actual practice; and 
this is, in fome meafure, fupported by the cafe of a man in the 
Liverpool infirmary, who, a few years ago, was abfolutely cured 
of a locked jaw, by the long-continued and copious ufe of port 
wine. When the difeafe arifes from a wound of any particu- 
lar place, Dr. Ruth reco:nmends ftimulants to the part affected ; 
fuch as dilatation of the wound, and filling it with oil of turpen- 
tine. How far this practice will be confirmed by more extenfive 
experience, we cannot take upon us to determine. We may only 
ebferve, that a very contrary practice has been recommended as 
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highly fuccefsful by fome pra€titioners in Spain, where the teta- 
nic attections are‘a very frequent occurrence in confequence of 
flight accidents. There, gentle emollients are ftrongly. recom- 
mended, particularly immerfing the wounded part in tepid oil 
~ for the {pace of an hour or fo at a time, and repeating this ap- 
plication at fhort intervals. By this mode many cafes, after very 
alarming appearances had taken place, are faid to have been com- 
pletely and {peedily removed. While the practice is very fimple, it - 
appears at the fame time in many refpects very rational, and may 
perhaps be confidered as wel] deferving a trial in the firft inftance, 


Genus XLIX. TRISMUS. 
The Lockep Jaw. 


Trifmus, Sevv. gen. 117. Lin. 124, Sag. gen. 223. 
Capiftrum, Vog. 208. ) 


/ 


Op. I. ‘Trismus NAsceNnTIUM. 
Locked Faw in children under two months old. 


_ Trifmus nafcentium, Sauv. fp. 1. Heifer Comp. Med. Prac: 
cap. xv. § 10. Cleghorn on the Difeafes of Minorca, Introd. 
p- 33- Hofersin A. Helvet. tom. i. p. 65. aon 


This difeafe is fo clofely connected with the tetanus, that it 
ought rather to be accounted a fymptom of the tetanus than a 
primary difeafe. We have accordingly difcufled it under 
TETANUS. ~ 


Sp. II. The Trismus from Wounds or Cold. ; ae 


Trif{mus traumaticus, Sauv. fp. 2. - Lond. Med. Ob/. Vol. ¥. arte 
bai Mok Tiga. Vol Tibie r. 7 Vol IV 4), be ) 
Angina fpafmodica, Sauv. {p. 18. Zwingeri At, Helvet. 
Tom. III. p. 319. | | 
_ Convulfio a nervi punétura, Sauv. ip! 2. 
Trifmus catarrhalis, Sauv. fp. 15. Hillary’s Barbadoes, 221. 
_ Lond. Med. Obf. Vol. IV. 7. ae 


The internal remedies proper in all cafes of the locked jaw, 
from whatever caufe it may proceed, have been already men- 
tioned upder Teranus: the external treatment of wounded parts 


? 


CONVULSIONS. pa 


which may give occafion to it belongs to Surgery. But of this. 
alfo we have offered fome obfervations under the head of Teta- 
nus: and, indeed, ‘Trifmus may be confidered as being merely 
an incipient tetanus, or rather a flight degree of that difeafe. 


a 


Genus L, CONVULSIO, 
ConvuLsions. 


Convulfio, Savv. gen. 128. Lin. 142. Vog. 19. va gen. 23 ni 
Convulfio univerfalis, Sauv. {p. 11. 


Hieranofos, Lin. 144. Vog. 190. 
Convulfio habitualis, Sawv. {p. 12. 
Convulfio intermittens, Sauv. fp. 16. 
Convulfio hemitotonos, Sauv. fp. 15. 
Convulfio abdominis, Sauv. {p. 10, 
Convulfio ab inanitione,.Sauv, {p. 1. 
Convulfio ab onanifmo, Sauv. {p. 13. 
Scelotyrbe feftinans, Sav. {p. 2. 


1. Defcription.] When convulfions attack only particular parts 
of the body, they are generally attended with fome kind of para- 
lyfis at the fame time, by which means the.affected parts are al- 
ternately convulfed and relaxed; a permanent convulfion, or 
unnatural contraction of particular ‘mutcles, is called a /pa/m or 
eramp. ‘Uhefe partial convulfions may attack almoft any part of . 
the body; and are not unfrequently {ymptomatic, in fevers, the 
cholera morbus, &c. ‘The involuntary ftartings of the tendons, 
the twitching of the bed-clothes, &c. in acute difeafes, &c. are 
all of them convulfive diforders. Convul lfons, even when molt — 
generally extended, differ from epilepfy in not being attended 
with any mental affe€tion or abolition of fenfe, and not followed 
by the fame torpid ftate. 

2. Caufes.} Convulfions, not only of particular parts, but 
alfo over the whole body, often take place from caufes not very 
evident. Sometimes they feem to*depend on a certain delicacy 
or irritability of the nervous fyftem, which is framed with fuch 
exquifite fenfibility as to be ftrongly affected by the flighteft 
caufes. Delicate women. are often fubjeQ to hyfterical cduvule. 
fions, and alfo hypochondriac people. Convulfions, however, 
often take their rife from wounds, irritations of the ftomach and 
inteftines by worms, poifons, violent cathartics and emetics, &c. 3 
and very often they are fymptomatic, as in dentition, the {mall- 
pox, and yak kinds of fevers. 

3. Prognofis.} Except in fome few cafes, convulfive diforders 
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are always to be dreaded 5 but lefs in young people than in fuch 
as are advanced in life. Thofe which attack girls under the age 
of puberty, will generally ceafe on the appearance of the menfes 5 
and boys have likewife a chance of being relieved as they advance 
in life: but in grown-up people, unlefs the caufe be very evi- 
dent, a cure is hardly to be expected, efpecially after the difeafe 
has been of long continuance. | 

4. Cure.} ‘The treatment is very much the fame with that of 
epilepfy, afterwards to be confidered: but a» recovery is moft 
frequently obtained by the removal of the exifting caufe. 

Where infants are attacked with convulfions, and their lives 
depend on an immediate remedy, their nurfes fhould be in- 
ftructed to immerfe them in a veffel of warm water, and keep 
them in that fituation till medical aid is procured. 


Genus LI. CHOREA. 
St. Virps’s Dance. 
 Scelotyrbe, Savv. gen. 136. Sag.243. 


Chorea, Lin. 120. 
. Scelotyrbe chorea Viti, Sauv. fp. 1. 
_ Chorea St. Viti, Sydenb. Sched. Monit. ' 

1. Defcription.] This difeafe thews itfelf firft by a kind of 
lameneis or inftability of one of the legs, which the patients draw 
after them in a ridiculous manner: nor can they hold the arm of 
the fame fide ftill for 2 moment ; for if they lay it on their breaft, 
or any other part of their body, it is immediately forced away by 
a convulfive motion. If they be defirous of drinking, they ufe a 
number of odd gefticulations before they can bring the cup to 
their mouths, becaufe their arms are drawn this way and that by 
the convulfions which affect them. 

2. Caufes.} The general caufe of St. Vitus’s dance is a de- 

bility of the fyftem; and hence we find it attacks only weakly 
boys, and more efpecially girls, when under the age of puberty. 
But the particular caufes determining the mufcles to be affected 
in fach and fuch a manner are entirely unknown. 

3- Prognofis.| As this diforder fcarce ever attacks any per- 
fons ut fuch as are under the age of puberty, there is almoft a 
certain profpect of its being then cured, though generally the 

-diforder is eafily removed before that time. 
_ 4: Cure.] ‘The cure of this difeafe is to be attempted in. the 
way directed under Evitersy. ‘Dr. Smith advifes the following 
_ means to be ufed. | 
_ dn the cure, it may be neceflary to premife an emetic of ipeca- . 
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cuanha; or} what is ftill better, a grain or two of vitriolated cop- 
per. Afterwards, 
(No. 301.) K Auri mufivi, 97. ad 3}. 
5 Rhubarb. gr. iv. ad Df. 
~  Mifce fiat Pulv. mane et vefp. fumend. 
Vel (No. 302.) K Limatur. ftanni 3%. ad 33}. | 
. Conf. rute q. f. ut. ft. Bol. mane et vefp. fumendus.. 
(No. 303.) R Tind. foetid. 33. - ) ! | 
Sumend. gutt. xxx. ad. 31}. ter quaterve de die. 
If the difeafe fhould not yield to the above, the cold bath and. 
chalybeates will moft probably effect a cure. | 
The remedies which the do€tor has directed in the treatment 
of epilepfy may alfo be adopted, as circumftances may require, 
in this difeafe. se | 
Dr. Saunders fays, that in fome cafes of plethora it may be 
neceflary to bleed. In almoft all cafes, a brifk purgative or two 
ought to precede the tonic and antifpafmodic remedies to be 
afterwards employed. Of this kind are bark and iron, valerian, 
preparations of zinc and copper ; and, in fome cafes, olewm fuccini. 
He directs our attention to (No. 306, 308, et /eg.) employed in 
the epilepfy, and alfo to the following formule: 
(No. 304.) BR. Cinchonee flav. in pulv. trit. 3). 
? Chamem. flor. pulv. 3fs. 
Ferri rubigin. ifs. } 
Syr. aurant. cort. q. Ss. . 
Fiat EleCtuarium, de quo fumat quant. nucis mofch. ter quotidie. 
(No. 305.) K Extr. cinchon. moll. ifs. 
Ferri vitriol. in pulv. trit. 5]. 3 
Syr. Simpl. fi opus fuerit ad maflam fingendam. . 
Fiant pilule triginta, quarum tres mane, meridiec, vefpereque 
fumantur. 


Genus LIL. RAPHANIA. 


Raphania, Lin. ree. Vog.'143. Lin. Amoen. Acad. Vol. VI. 

Convulfio raphania, Sauv. fp. 7. 

Eclampfia typhodes, Sawv. {p. 1. Sennert. de febr. 1. iv. cap. 16. 
Gregor. orf. Oper. Tom. II. 1. viii. obf. 22. Brunner in 

‘Ephem. Germ. D. iii. A. iit obf. 224. Wilhfch. ibid. cent. 
vii. obf. 13. Wepfer. de Affect. Capitis, obf. 120. Bre/laver 
Sammlung 1717, Julio, Septembri, & Decembr. Ibid. 1723. 
Januar. A. N. C. Vol. VII. obf. 41. Bruckman. Com. 
Norimb. 1743, p. so. 


1. Defeription.] We have no Englifh name for this difeafe, 
According to Sauyages, it begins with a laflitude of the limbs, 
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tranfient colds and thiverings, pain of the head, and anxieties of 


the precordia. ‘Then come on fpafmodic ftartings of the fingers. 


and feet; alfo of the tendons and mufcles, confpicuous below 
the fkin. ‘The difeafe is attended’ with heat, fever, delirium, 
ftupor, conftriction of the breaft, fuffocating dyfpnoea, lofs of 


voice, horrid convulfions of the limbs, preceded by a formication; _ 


or fenfation as of ants or other {mall infeéts creeping on the 
parts. In this ftate of the difeafe, the convulfive paroxy{ms are 
attended with moft violent pains in the limbs, vomiting, or 
diarrhoea, with the pafling of worms, thirft, and in young people 
an unnatural hunger. It continues from ten days to three 
months. About the eleventh or twentieth day, fome are relieved 


by copious fweats, or purple exanthemata: while others. fall into. 


tabes, with ftupor, or itiffnefs of the joints. ib 
2.'Caufes.| ° This difeafe is frequently epidemic in Suabia and 
other parts of Germany; where it is faid to be produced by 
feeds of radifhes, which are often mixed with rye.in that coun- 
try; and from this fuppofed caufe the difeafe takes its name. It 
is alfo, however, a very common opinion, that this difeafe de- 
pends on the rye ufed in diet being of a bad quality, and parti- 


.  cularly containing a large proportion of what is called /purred 


Vee 

: 3- Cure.] In this affection, alfo, the cure, as far as it has yet 
been difcovered, is very much the fame with that of epilepfy, the 
difeafe next to be confidered. Purging with (No:.162.), or with 
calomel alone, feems to be the firft ftep that fhould be taken ; 
and afterwards the remedies alluded to may be yery properly re- 
forted to. | | 


Genus LIN. EPILEPSIA. 
EYILepsy. 


Epilepfa, Savv. gen. 134. Lin. 143. Vopr. 188. Sag. gen. 
24. Boerh. 1071. Hofm. Wil.g. Funck. 54. y 
Eclampfa, Sauv. gen. 133. 180. Sag. gen. 240. ne 


Sp. I. The Crerepratis, or Epilepfy depending on an affection 
of the Brain. ; 
* Epilepfia plethorica, Sauv. fp. 1. 
Eclampfia plethorica, Sawv. fp. 7. 
Epilepfia cachectica, Sawv. fp. 2. 


¢ 
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Sp. I. The Symparuica, or Sympathetic Epilep/y, with a fenfa- 
tion of fomething rifing from a certain part of the body towards 
the head, rf Mai 


| Epilepfia fympathica, Sauv. fp. 8. 
Epilepfia pedifymptomatica, Sauv. fp. 6. 


Sp. II. The O¢casronais, or LEpilep/y arifing from various ir- 
0 ritating Caufes, : 


Epilepha traumatica, Sauv. fp. 13. 
Eclampfia traumatica, Sazv. fp. 9. 
Epilepfia a dolore, Sauv. fp. to. 
Epilepfa rachialgica, Sauv. {p..14. i 
Eclampfia a doloribus, Sauv. fp. 4. | 
a. Rachialgica. » f 
b. Ab otalgia. 
¢ A dentitione. 7 
Eclampfia parturientium, Sauv. fp. 3. 

. Eclampfia verminofa, Sauv. fp. 2. 
Eclampfia ab atropa, Savv. fp. 11. 
Eclampfia ab cenanthe, Sauv. fp. 12 
Eclampfia a cicuta, Sauv. {p. 13. 
¥clampfia a coriaria, Sauv. fp. 14. 
Epilepfia exanthematica, Sauv. fp. 11. 
Epilepfia cacheCtica, Sauv. fp. 2. 

' Epilepfia ftomachica, Sauv. fp. 3. 
Eclapfia a faburra, Sauv. fp. 5. 
Epilepfia a pathemate, Sau. fp. 7. 
Eclampfia ab inanitione, Sauv. fp. 8: 
Epilepfia neophytorum, Sawv. fp. 15. 


1. Defcription.| The epilepfy often attacks fuddenly and 
without giving any warning: but more frequently is preceded by. 

a pain in the head, laflitude, fome difturbance of the fenfes, un- 
quiet fleep, unufual dread, dimnefs of fight, a noife in the ears, 
palpitation of the heart, coldnefs of the joints, and in fome there 
is a fenfation of formication, or of cold air, &c. afcending from 
the lower extremities towards the head. In the fit, the. perfons 
fall fuddenly to the ground (whence the name of the falling 
Jicknefs), frequently with a violent cry. The thumbs are fhut 
up clofe in the palms of the hands, and are with difficulty taken’ 
out; the eyes are diftorted, fo that nothing but the whites are to’ 

_ be feens all fenfation is fufpended, infomuch, that by no f{mell, 
_ noife, or otherwife, nor even by pinching the body, cati they be 
brought to themfelves; they froth at the mouth, with a hifheg 
VOL. U. cc | Th 
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. Kind of noife; the tongue is frequently lacerated by tiie teeth, 
' and there is a violent convulfive motion of the arms and legs- 
‘Sometimes, however, the limbs, inftead of being agitated by con- 
vulfive motions, are all ftiff, and the patients are as immoveable 
as a ftatue. In children the penis is ereéted 3 and in young mer 
there is an emiffion of the femen, and the urine is often thrown 
out to a confiderable diftance. At length there is a remifhion of 
the fymptoms, and the patients recover after a longer or fhorter 
. interval ;, when they complain of a pain, torpor, or heavinefs of 
the head, with a Taifitude of all the joints. 
- 2. Canfes, &e.} he diffeCtion of epileptic fubjeéts hae 
fhewn a variety of morbid appearances, which may be fuppofed 
to have contributed to the difeafe ; fuch as, indurations in the 
brain or meninges; caries of the internal furface of the cranium ; 
projections of the bony fubftance of the fame, prefling upon the 
aN collections of ferum or purulent matter, and earthy con 
eretions within the fkull; befides many others which are re-- 
eorded by Bonetes, Morgagni, and Lieutaud. But often the. 
eaufes are impoffible to be difcovered; for even in thofe whe 
have died of the difeafe, the brain and all other parts of the nerv-_ 
ous fyftem have been apparently found. ‘The difeafe will attack 
ftrong ae’ well as weak people; and in thofe who are fubje& te 
it, any confiderable excefs in drinking, a furfeit, violent ‘paffion, 
er yenery, &c¢. will certainly bring on a fit. Some have epilep- 
tic paroxy{ms returning periodically after confiderable intervals ; 
and the difeafe has been thought to have fome dependence or the © 
phafes of the moon. " . % 
. 3. Progaohs.} Tf the epilepfy comes on before the time. of 
puberty, there ‘are fome hopes of its going off at that time. But 
it is a bad fign when it attacks about the 21f year, and {till — 
worfe if the nts grow more frequent; for then the animal func-. 
uons are often deftroyed, as well as thofe. of the mind, and the 
patient becomes ftupid and foolifh. Sometimes it will terminate 
in melancholy er madnefs, and fometimes in a mortal apoplexy 
or palfy. It has fometimes, however, been obferved, that epi- 
lephes have been removed by the appearance of cutaneous dif- 
eafes, as the itch, {mall-pox, meafles, &c. While the difeafe is 
_ vecent, therefore, we are not to defpair of a cure; but if it be of 
long ftanding, or hereditary, there is very little reafon to expect 
‘sat it can be removed. | a7 ae a 
4. Cure.) From the fymptoms occurring in epilepfy, which 
eonfift of involuntary convulfive motions, and an affection of the 
mental powers, there is reafon to conclude, that the fit imme- 


diately depends on the induction of fome peculiar a€tion of the 


brain; but. that convulfions may enfue from this caufe, it would 
feem neceflary that there fhould alfo occur a peculiar difpofition 
so action ip the moving fibres. On this ground then we may 
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fiippofe the cure to be chiefly expeéted on one of two principles ; 
either by our being able to prevent the peculiar ation of the : 
brain, or to remove the difpofition to action in the moving fibrese 
The firft is chiefly to be accomplifhed by the removal of irritat- 
ing caufes; by preventing their influence from being propagated 
to the brain, when they are applied to remote parts; or by coun- 
teracting their influence, from inducing in the brain a ftate of 
action different from that to which they give rife. The fecond 
end is chiefly to be obtained by diminifhing the mobility of the 
nervous energy, and ftrengthening the tone of the moving fibres. 
{t muft, however, be allowed, that in all convulfive diforders, 
excepting thofe which are cured by nature about the time of 
puberty, the cure by artificial means is very dificult. Number- 
lefs {pecifics have been recommended, but all of them have failed 
of anfwering the expectation, When the caufe can be difcovered, 
that muft be removed. In other cafes, the cold bath, valerian 
root, caftor, mufk, opium, the foetid gums, Peruvian bark, with 
the whole tribe of nervous and antifpafmodic medicines, have 
been recommended; but none of thefe, or indeed any combina- 
tion of them, have been found generally ufeful; though the 
flighter, or fymptomatic cafes, may often be removed by them. 

Dr. Saunders lays down the following plan of treatment in this 
difeafe. | 

in the paroxy{m we fhould endeavour to moderate the violence. 
of the convulfive fymptoms: | Siig 

(1) By bleeding from the jugular vein, or temporal artery, -pro- 
ged there be fymptoms of plethora and local congeftion in the 
read. by, 

(2) By applying ftimuli to the lower extremities, fuch as blifters 
_ or warm cataplafms. eae 
(3) By anodyne and antifpafmodic clyfters, or by liniments 6f 
the fame kind rubbed along the fpine. ; : : 

The effects of external injuries, fuch as depreffions, fra€tures 
of the fkull, or extraneous bodies, fhould be removed. 

In the interval of the paroxyfm, our attention fhould be direét- 
ed to obviate its return; 

(1) By proper evacuations. 

(2) By fetons or open blifters. , sp 

(3) By remedies which may remove the morbid irritability, 
fuch as cinchgna, preparations of iron, copper, and other tonics. 

(4) By occafional antifpafmodics. uw 
(5), 1n fymptomatic epilepfy, vomits may be ufed with advan- 
tage. ; : . ae 
, (6) An attention is to be paid. to regimen; a milk dict having 
in fome cafes proved the only means of removing the difeafe. % 
\) ‘The morbid debility is frequently remoyable by cold bath. 


: 
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Agreeably to. this sti of treatment, the dodtor offers the fols 
lowing formule: to the choice of the praCtitioner : 
(No, 306.) R Argent. nitrat. gr. iij. 
aL Solve terendo in aquz diftillate guttis atts et adde, 
ry Micze panis q. s. 
Fiat maffa, in pilulas viginti. dividenda. Sumat. duas. 
vel tres bis die. 
(No. 307.) K Cinchone flave in pulv. trit. 5iij. 

Divide in partes duodecim equales, quarum capiat unam in 
horas ex lactis vaccini cyatho, abfente paroxydmo 
(No. 308.) RK Pil. cupri (Phar, Edin.) 3}. 

Divide in --pilulas vigintl,- quarum capiat in die duas. 

“4 vel tres. | 
re: 309) R Valerian. fylveft. in pulv. trit. 3}. 

Syr. cort. aurant. q. s. 3 
Fiat Eletuarium, cujus detur cochlearium minimum unum vel. 
alterum, ter indies, ex aliquot unciis Aquz pulegii. 
(No. 310.) R Zinc. calcinat. gr. viij. 
Conf. rofz rub. q. s. 
. Fiat Bolus, bis in die fumendus. 
(No. 311.) KR Zinc. vitriolat. 5j. 
Ags teRIG: Z1Ve 
eK ‘Solve ut fit Hauftus emeticus, pro adulto. 
_* (No. 312.) B Zinc. vitriol. 9}. 
Conf. rof rub. q.s. ad pilulas yeene ingens 
Sumatur una vel altera bis indies. : 
To thefe we thall add the formulz of Dr. Hugh Smith : 
ne 313.) XK. Camphor. gr. vj. , 
 Nitrs- 38: 
Confee. paulin. 9 &. | 
Syr. fimp. q. f ut ft. ‘Bol, fexta quaque, hora fu. 
mendus. , 
Vel (No. 314.) BR Caftor, 9). 
Ol. corn. cerv. gtt. vj. 
! Confect. paulin. 9f 
Mifce fiat Bolus. 
(No. 315.) RK Aq. fontan. Zvj. 
Tinét. fuligin. : 
Coe Tinct. valer. vol. aa. 33). rik 
'Syx.. papav. err. 3f%. aig 
M. ft. Julep. fum. coch. iij. fubinde. y 
The Peruvian bark is directed in the colowanE way 
(No. ghee ) a Extract. cinchone: a Eig k 
Alumin. 
Rad. ferpentar. virg. aa or. Vii pigs eles eee 
~ Syr. croci, q. f. ut ft. Bol. ter die ears 3 
The do€tor adds, that the carddm; ne, or lasliverinn has bees. 
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prefcribed to advantage; and may be taken to 4 drachm three or 
tour times everyday. . > ; 3 
Of late years, the ca/x, improperly called the flowers, of zinc, 
have obtained fuch reputation in convulfive diforders as to be re- 
ceived into the Edinburgh Pharmacopceia under the title of zincum 
uftum. "Chey were propofed by the celebrated. Gaubius as an an- 
tifpafmodic, in his Adverfaria; and their efficacy has fince been 
confirmed by various obfervations. In an inaugural differtation, 
publifhed by Dr. Hart at Leyden, the medical virtues of the 
flowers of zinc are confidered.~ He obferves that they have long 
been ufed externally, chiefly for inflammations of the eyes from 
acrid lymph. Glauber firlt propofed the internal ule of them; 
and Gaubius difcovered them to be the remedy of a celebrated 
empiric, Luddemannus, which he ftyled his /una fixata. After 
this he exhibited them with fuccefs in convulfive and’ fpafmodic 
difeafes. Dr. Hart fuppofes, that they act either as abforbents or 
as pofleffing a fpecific virtue; but is a ftrong advocate for their 
efficacy, on whatever principles they may operate; and, in favour 


‘of his opinion, relates feven cafes in which they proved fuccefs- 
ful. A girl of feventeen years of age was feized with a flight 


chorea from a fright; and when the difeafe had continued fix 
days, fhe began to take the calx of zine, by which ‘her diforder 
was removed in lefs than three weeks. Her cure required only | 
fixteen grains of the calx. In a few months the complaints re- 
turned from the fame caufe, and were removed by four grains of 
the medicine divided into ten dofes.—A boy of about four years _ 
of age, labouring under a real epilepfy, fufpected to be hereditary, 


was cured by a grain of the calx of zinc taken every day for fome 


time.—A man, fifty years old, thrown into convulfions from a 
violent paflion, was cured by a grain of the calx taken every two 
hours. The difeafe had gone off upon venefeCtion and the ufe of 
fome other remedies; but returned again in two weeks, when it 
was finally removed by the zinc. The two laft cafes are related | 
ffom Gaubius, who affirms that he has ufed the flowers of zinc in 
cafes of the chincough, hyfteric hiccough, and.fpafmus cynicus ; 
that they frequently did more than other medicines, but were by 
no means fuccefsfil in every cafe. ‘The other cures mentioned 
by Dr. Hart are fimilar to thofe above mentioned. But it does 
not appear that he ever faw a confirmed epilepfy cured by this 
medicine, hee uy mee tae 

In the firft volume of Edinburgh Medical Commentaries, we 
have an account by Mr. Benjamin Bell, of a man afflicted with a 


‘confirmed epilepfy, who was confiderably relieved by the flowers 


of zinc. He was about thirty-five years old, and had been fubject 
to the difeafe for ten years. - At firft the paroxyfms did not return 
oftener than once a month; but becoming gradually, more fre- 
quent, they came at laft to be in a manner hs eee 
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that. he would have ten, eleven, or twelve attacks in a day, and 
very feldom had an interval of twenty-four hours.. His memory 
and judgment were fo much impaired, that he could fearce 
anfwer a queftion diftin@ly. He had ufed a great variety of 
medicines without any benefit. About three years before apply- 
, ing to Mr. Bell, he had violent rheumatic pains in his limbs, 
which left fueh an extreme debility that he was never afterwards. 
able to get out of bed without the affiftance of two or three 
eople. | NYS wax, 
On the 22d of O@ober, 1772, Mr. Bell found him in the 
above-mentioned condition, and prefcribed as follows : . 
(No. 317.) -& Flor. Zinc. gr. xxiv. . 
ve ! Ext. Gent.. i, Bh ay 
M. f. maff. et divid, in pill. xxiv cap. j. mane et vefp. 
Fle continued to take two pills a-day till the 1{t of November, 
_ without any fenfible benefit. The dofe was then daubled, and con- 
tinued till the 12th; when the fits, though equally violent, be- 
eame lefs frequent. The medicine was gradually augmented to 
ten pills thrice a-day ; and the confequence was, that his memory 
and underftanding returned, the -fits became much flighter and 
lefs frequently repeated, though the difeafe could not be radically 
fubdued. ; fee | 
In a young man labouring under the epilepfy, in whom the fits 
were preceded by an aura epileptica, or fenfation like air atifing . 
from the infide of the knee-joint, the difeafe was alfo relieved, =” 
but’ not cured. pa iy, i Ps eee 
Dr. Percival relates fome cafes of epilepfy which feem to’ 
have been cured by the flowers of zinc; and in other cafes, where 
the difeafe was not entirely removed by it, the {pafms were never- 
thelefs much mitigated. He did not obferve that it promoted 
any eyacuation ; excepting that in fome, upon being firft taken, it 
occafioned a little ficknefs, which went off with a ftool. He adds, 
that thofe apothecaries who do not prepare this medicine them- 
felves, are in great danger of being impofed upon, ‘as it is fome- 
times a mere corrofion of the zinc by an acid, and even imper= 
fedtly wathed. . o Bb 7 bes gh 
The good effeéts of calcined zinc as an antifpafmodic are alfo 
attefted by Dr. Haygarth of Chefter and Dr. White of York. 
The former gives a'teft of their goodnefs, which may be of ufe to - 
_ -thofe who do not prepare them, natacly, that the flowers of zinc, 
when ftrongly heated, become yellow, but reaffume théir white 
colour on being allowed to cool. ‘The latter gives a cafe of hiera- 
nolos, or ftrange convulfions of almoft all the mufcles of the 
body, cured by zinc, after a number of other remedies had 
failed. The patient, however, had been formerly much relieved 
by Ward’s antimonial pill. - ed 
{fn Dr, Home’s clinical experiments and hiftories, alfo, calcined 


* 
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gtnc is mentioned as having. been found ferviceable upon tral in 
the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh. Of the other principal reme- 
dies which have béen recommended for the epilepfy and other 
convulfive diforders allied to it, we have the following account by 
the fame author. | 

(1) The cold-bath was tried in one who had a convulfive dif- 
eres of one fide, but the fymptoms were rendered much worfe 
by it. 

(2) Venefedtion. Not to be depended on in convulfions. 

(3) EleGricity. In two convulfive cafes was of no fervice. 

(4) Epifpaftics. Do not feem to be powerful antifpafmodice, 

(5) Valerian. In ning convulfive cafes, for which this remedy 
hath been reckoned almoft a fpecific, it not only made-no cure, 
but could fearcely be reckoned to do any good. Dr. Home {up- 
pofes that it ats as a bitter tonic, fomething like the ferpentaria 
Virginiane. Though much ufed at prefent, he tells us it has 
always appeared to him a weak, often a hurtful, medicine. 

(6) Mufe. Six convulfive patients treated with large dofes of: 
this remedy, were neither cured nor in the leaft relieved. 

(7) Caffor, feems to be unworthy of the confidence formerly 
put init. It is indeed pofleffed of a fedative power, and there- 
fore may be ufeful in {pafinodig feverith cates, 

(8) Affafetida has confiderable antifpafmodic powers, but is not 
always fuccefsful. It heats and quickens the pulfe ; and is there- 
fore improper in cafes attended with inflammation. It difagrees 
with fome from a peculiarity of conftitution ; exciting ain in the 
ftomach, and vomiting ; but this can be known only after the ex- 
hibition of the medicine. . ! | 

(9) Cinchona.. Of feven fpafmodie cafes, fix were either cured 
or mitigated. An epilepfy of eight years’ ftanding was very 
much relieved by taking the bark for a month, and one of two years’ 
ftanding by taking it for ten days. But the medicine is of a 
heating nature, and therefore is not to be employed ia cafes attend- 
ed with inflammatory fymptoms. ) | 

(10) Peony yoct, was given in two epileptic patients without the - 
leaft fuccefs. : 

(11) Vifeus quercinus, or mifletoe, was given in the quantity 
of two fcruples five times a-day to an epileptic patient, without” ° 
{xccefs. ee i | 

(12) Extradium hyofciami was given to an epileptic patient, to’ 
one affliéted with the hemitotonos, and ta one who laboured under 
the hyfteric affection, without the leaft good effect. | 

(13) Folia aurantiorum were exhibited with the like bad fuccefs. 
Five drachms of the powdered leaves were taken at once without 
any fenfible effect. 

(14) Cardamina pratenfit, in three epileptic cafes, was not ata 
tended with any fuccels, Hates 
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(15) Opium did no good. | | 


(16) Cuprum ammoniacum made no cure in four cafes of epi~ 
_lepfy in which it was tried, se + 
- That in many cafes all thefe remedies have been employed. with- 
out fuccefs, is not to be denied; and indeed it may with confidence | 
- be afferted, that a great majority of cafes of epilepfy,are incurable 
by any remedy that has yet been difcovered. At the fame time, 
_ ag there is incontrovertible evidence that fome of them have fuc- 
ceeded at leaft in certain cafes, the more powerful may always be 
 confidered as deferving asfair trial. Tp a hey ee. 
The cuprum ammoniacum, in particular, feems well entitled to the 
attention of prattitioners ; for though it may be a medicine of 
- great activity,’ yet under prudent adminiftration it may be em- 
_ ployed even with very young fubjeéts without’ any hazard; and 
in feveral inveterate cafes, which had obftinately refifted other 
medicines, it has brought about a complete recovery. The powers 
of this medicine indeed have been evinced by a very extraordinary 
accident. A young woman who was an attending patient at one 
of the public medical inftitutions in Edinburgh, rafhly took, fora ~ 
Angie dofe, a whole box of pills whieh had been given her to take _ 
in-gradual and increafing dofes. The effeéts were proportionally 
violent, and her life was defpaired of ; but the event was that fhe 
net only recovered from the effedts of the medicine itfelf, but 
never aiter had any return of her epilepfy. ii” 


-Genus LIV. PALPITATIO. 
PaLPrraTion of the Heart. 


a Pal itatio, Sauv. gen. 130. Lin. 133: Koge R13, Sag. 2376, 
-Hoffin. TL 83. Funk. 33. 


The palpitation of the heart is fometimes fo violent, that it may 
be heard-at a confiderable diftance. It may proceed from a bad. 
conformation of the heart itfelf, or fome of the large vefiels. It 
" may alfo be occafioned by wounds or abfceffes in the heart 3_OF it. 

may proceed from polypous concretions or offifications of that 
vifcus, or from plethora, fear, or {fpafmodic affections of the ner- 
vous fy{tem. When it proceeds from difeafes of the heart or 
large veflels, it is abfolulely incurable. In {pafmodic cafes, the 
remedies above related may be ufed. If the patient be plethoric, 
bleeding will probably remove the diforder, at leaft for the 
prefent, aE ort file Sire, | pF ae i 


Leora geet) 
Z Bt Genus LV. ASTHMA. ©: 


Aithma, Sawv. gen. 145. Lin. 161. | Vog. 268. Sag. gen, 
+282. 

Afthma convulfivum, et fafiodicofaulntum, Ho sa IIL. me 
Afthma {pafticum. Neiges tab. gE it 


Sp. 1. Spontaneous ASTHMA. 


Afthma humidum, Savy. fp. 1. Flatulentum, ee oe on the 

_ Afthma, chap. i. |: 

Afthma convulfivum, Sauv. fp.2. W illis Pharm. tat. 'P, Il. feck. 

a Heaps y4: 

Aithma hyftericum, Sawv. fp. 3. Floyer on the Afthma, chap. i, 

Afthma ftomachicum, Sauv. fp. 8. Floyer, Scheme of the LA ph 
of Afthma. Periodic Afthma 6. 

Orthropnoea fpafmodiea, Sauv. fp. 3. 

Orthropncea hyfterica, Sav. fp. 4. 


Sp. II. The Exanthematic ASTHMA. 


Afthma exanthematicum, Sauv. fp. aie “it 
Aifthma cachecticum, Sauv. fp. 13. 


( 


Sp. Il. ~The Plethoric AstHMA. 
Aithma plethoricum, Sauv. {p. 15. 


1. Defcription. i This difeateis evidently {pafmodic, often here- 
_ditary, feldom appears in early life, and chiefly attacks males. 

The paroxyfms commence'with a fenfe of ftraitnefs in the cheft, 
and tightnefs, impeding refpiration, and a cough 3 the attacks are 
_ generally in the night-time. ‘The patient cannot lie in a horizon- 
tal pofture, and when feized in that pofition is .obliged imme- 
diately to become erect. ‘The difficulty of breathing increafes 
with a violent wheezing; after continuing in the fame ftate for 
fome hours, it becomes lefs difficult and oppreffed, the cough is . 
eafier, and an expectoration of mucus taking place,-the paroxy{im 
abates till next night, but.the fymptoms continue in a greater or. 
lefs degree in the day-time, varying from the weather and other 
circumftances. It is eenetaly atten aed with fome dyfpeptic _ 
fymptoms., 


390 ; 3 ASTHMA. 


The pulfe often remains regular and undifturbed, though fomew 

times fymptoms of pyrexia attend the fit: the urine at the firft is 

ale but when the remiffion takes place it frequently becomes 
figh coloured, and depofits a fediment. 

In fome perfons the paroxyfms are brought on by external 
heat, in others by cold. In either cafe, the fudden acceflion of 
the paroxyfms will generally diftinguith it from other cafes of 
dyipneea. : ane 

2. Prognofis.} There is a greater chance of curing the difeafe 
in youth than in advanced age. It often occafions a phthifis 
pulmonalis in young perfons ; when it continues a long time it 
frequently terminates in a hydrothorax, or brings on. an aneurifm 
6f the heart or great veffels near it. A tremulous refpiration, pa- 
ralyfis of the arms, and a diminution of the urinary {ecretion, are 
dad fymptoms, Wiha 3 

The afthma is a chronic difeafe, which may continue to give 
very great diftrefs, at intervals, for a confidérable number of ycars,. 
Sir John Floyer, when he wrote his celebrated treatife, had labour- 
¢d under repeated paroxy{ms for near thirty years. 

The common diftinétion is into Aumid and dry; the former ts 
accompanied with an expectoration of the mucus or purulent 
ynatter, but the latter is not. Inthe genuine humoral afthma, the 
patients are obliged ta lean forward, the infpiration is-fhort and 
ipafmodic, and the exf{piration very flow. | 

_ Afthmatic perfons have generally fome warning of the at- 
tack, from a languor, lofs of appetite, oppreflion, and {welling . 
of the ftomach from flatulence, which-precede the fit; but it is 
ufually in the middle of the night’ that the violent difficulty of 
breathing comes on. | Biss ? 

The duration of the paroxyfm is uncertain, as it will fometimes 
terminate in three or four hours, while at other times it thal! con- © 
tinue for as many days ; nay, it has been known to Jat three 
weeks without intermiffion. While it fubfifts, the patient is in 
_ very. great diftrefs, not being able to lie in bed, nor {carcely to 
peak or expectorate, fo great is the dificulty of breathing ; and 
yet, notwithftanding all this apparent‘interruption to the free pa{- 
fage of the blood through the lungs, an inflammation here feldom 
or neyer fupervenes a fit of theafthma. As the paroxy{m wears 
off, and the breathing becomes free, there is more or lefs of an 
expectoration of mucus; and_ the urine, from being pale and 
limpid, becomes high coloured, and lets fall a copious fedi- 
ment. | ; | 
3. Teeatment.| In order to obtain relief in the fit, we muft 
fometimes bleed, unlefs extreme weaknefs or old age fhould for- 
bid, and repeat it according to the degrees of ftrength and ful. 
nefs; a purging clyfter, with a folution of affafoetida, muft be im- 
mediately injected ; and if the violence of the fymptoms fhould 
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not {peedily abate, it will be proper to apply a bliftering plafter to - 
the neck or breait. Ua x 

fn the height of the paroxyfm, an emetic might be followed by 
dangerous fymptoms, as it would increafe the accumulation of 
blood in the veffels of the head; but vomiting will often prevent 
a fit of the afthma, elpecially if the ftomach fhould chance to be 
loaded with any fort of faburra. A very {trong infufion of roalte 
ed coffee has been found to give eafe in an afthmatic paroxy{m. 

Sir John Pringle fays it is the beft abater of the paroxyims of 
the periodic afthma that he has feen. ‘The coffce ou ht to be of 
the beft Mocco, newly burnt, and made very {trong immediately 
after grinding it. He commonly ordered an ounce for one diihs 
which is to be repeated frefh after the interval of a quarter or half 
an hour, and which is to be taken without milk or fugar. The 
medicine in general is mentioned by Mufgrave in his treatife de 
arthritide anomala; but he firft heard of it from a phyfician in 
Lichfield, who had Lzen informed by the old people of that 
place, that Sir John Floyer, during the latter part of his life, kept | 
free from, or at leaft lived eafy under, his afthma, from the ufe of 
very {trong coffee, ‘This difcovery, it feems, he made after the 
publication of his book upon that difeafe. Dr. Percival fays he 
has frequently directed coffee in the afthma with great fuccefs. 

In the intervals of the fits, perfons fubject to the afthma, efpe- 
cially the humid {pecies, fhould take emetics from time to time. 
- An infufion of tobacco is an emetic that has been faid to be very 
‘ferviceable in fome afthmatic cafes; but its operation is. both fo 
diftrefling and fo dangerous, that it will never probably be intro- 
~ duced into common ufe as an emetic; and {moking or chewing . 

the fame has been known to prevent the frequency and feverity of 
the paroxyfms. Afthmatic patients may alfo ule, | 
(No. 318.) B Lac. ammoniac, Zvi. 
Le ay Oxymel. {cillee 3}. 
Vin. antim. tart. 3). M. 
Detur coch. j. vel ij. ter die. 
With a view to promote expectoration, the gum ammoniac, and — 
others of fimilar virtues, may be formed into pills, and combined 
with foap, as mentioned for che dy{pnoea pituitofa ; or a. mafs may 
be compofed thus: aio 
(No. 319.) B Afee fectid. 
Balt. tolut. aa 3]. 
: Syr allu gq. f. Heals 
Fiant pil. med, quayum capiat ij. vel iv. ter dic. 
 Thefe pills may be wafhed down by 2 medicated wine, impreg- 
nated with fquills, horfe-radifh root, and muttard-feed: or a 
’ {trong bitter infufion, with a little antimonial wine. | 

The miflyra ayimoniagalis of St. Bartholomew's is equall 

‘proper. 
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" (No. 320:) BR Laétis ammoniaci Fijifs. b ‘ 
rey Tin, feille 3ij. ae 


Tinct. opii gut. x Mifce. 
__Detur unc. fs. fubinde. os 
Dr. Hugh Smith fays, the attenuating, ftimulating medicines — 
will beft fucceed as expeétorants. bi Pee 
(No. 321.)° R Sal. corn. cerv. vol. 9 
Succ. limon. *3iij. 
Aq. cinnam. ten. Jj. gij.. 
Bye cHntiCn Sas kon fly 
Mifce fiat hauft, fexta quaque hora fumend. 
Vel, (No. 322.) K Lad. ammoniac. 3}. 
Wee, Oo Aq. sinnams en, Sy jp. 
Sperm, ceti fol. 3j. 
Sal. corn. cerv. vol. 9 {%. 
©.  Oxymel {cillitic. 3j8. Mifce fiat hauftus. 
_ (No. 323.) R Ag. cinnam. ten. Sits. en 
‘ Flor, benzoini, gr. iij. 
Vin. ipecacuanh. 
Syr. croci. aa 3}. ; 
Mifce fiat hauftus. . : 
The balfamic pill of Fuller’s Pharmacopeeia, recommended by. 
Dr. Morton in his Treatife on the pulmonary | 


need 


| ) confumption, will -. 
be highly advifable in this as well as fome other difeafes of the 
Jungs. — “ | 
(No. 324.) RX Gum ammoniac. 3j8. ieee tae 
. _ Flor. benzoini, 3}. | ' | 
is Balfam. Peruv. pr. XY Me ah sal 
_ Balf. ‘fulphur. q. f. ut. ft. pill, No. xrt. e 3j. fumend. li}. 
: mane et vefp. | , 
_ Mutftard whey, as common drink, may be proper, or a decor- 
tion of the madder root, which, as an attenuant or expeCtorant, “ig © 
a medicine exceeded only by few. * ta | 
| (No. 325.) RK Rad. rub. tin@orum, 3}. 
) . Macis, 33}. Pen 
ee Coque ex aq. fontan. q. f.ad colatur. lib. ij. 
' Adde, Tin. aromatic. zij. -. ata 
Syr. limon. Zij. at OS TR % 
_Mifce fiat Apozema, fumend. Zuj. ter quaterve de die. 
In fome cafes crude’ mercury will be ferviceable ; in others 
flowers of fulphur, made into an eletuary with honey or fyru 
of garlic; or either of the following, ufed at Guy’s Hofpital : © 
(No. 326.) R. Balf. Locatelli, | | 
: Conf. rofze rub. fing. Ziv. . os ¥ 
SSR eaten Balf. fulphur. 7). M. aad — 
_ | Dofis drachma una ter dic. ae "y a 3 
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(No, 327.) Be Aq. menth. fativ. 33). 

Why godt bn AG.spiment. : 
sae Oxymel. fcille fing. 3j.;M.. . 

_. Dofis.coch]. unum frequenter.; -» ‘ iiaiesetid ite 

Ifa coftive habit fhould prevail, it will be neceffary, from time 
to time to give a few grains of pills of aloes and myrrh, foap and 
aloes, or a mafs of equal parts of rhubarb, {cammony,, and foap, 
Dr. Temple direéts in the paroxy{m i 
(No. 328.) Sp. vitriol. ether: 3j. 

Detur coch. minim. in quoyvis vehiculo. 
(No. 329.) BR. Opii purif. gr. j- KA 
Fiat pil. hora fommifumend. | | 

He fays the vapour of. ether may be inhaled, which is likely. to 
give great and fpeedy relief in the paroxyfms. Affafcetida, and 
the warm bath fhould be ordered; and the patient fhould be made 
to breathe an atmofphere mixed with hydrogen, if it is the pure 
{pafmodic afthma; if it is what is called the humoral, or moift, he 
fhould refpire an air with hydrocarbonic air, or with an increafed 
proportion,af oxygen. = © meg cue 

The dry or /pafimodic afthia, during the extreme violence of the 
fit, is beft relieved by opiates; and fometimes very large dofes are 
required. But in order to obtain permanent relief,- nothing is 
found to anfwer better than ipecacuanha in {mall dofes. ‘Three, - 
five, eight, or ten grains, according to the ftrength and conftitu- 
tion of the patient, given every other day, have been productive © 
of the happieft effects ; acting fometimes as an evacuant, pump- 
ing up the vifcid phlegm; at others as an antifpafmodic or feda- 
tive. Iflues are generally recommended in both fpecies, and. will 
often be found ufeful. 2 ees 

Changes of weather are ufually felt very fenfibly by afthmatic 
people, who in general cannot live with tolerable eafe in ‘the 
atmofphere of large cities; though we fhall fometimes meet with 
patients who feel better with this air which is fo replete with 
’ grofs effluvia of various kinds, than with. the pureit that can be- 

found in country fituations. And fome are found who. breathe 
with the moft eafe in a crowded room, with a fire and candles. 

A light diet of meats that are eafy of digeftion, and not flatu- 

lent, is requifite for afthmatic people; and the exercife of riding 
is indifpenfably neceffary. | : ae : 
_ When the afthma is found to depend on fome ofher difeafe, 
whether it be the gout or an intermittent fever, or when it pro- 
ceeds from the ftriking-in of fome cutaneous eruption, regard 
muft be always had to the primary difeafe; ‘thus, in the afthma 
arthriticum, fnapifms to the fect, or bliftering, will be abfclutely 
neceflary, in order, if pofible, to bring ona fit of the gout. And 
when the dregs ‘of an. ague give rife to an afthma, which js _ 
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termed’ febriculofum, and invades ‘at regular ‘intervals, we muft 
have recourfe to the Peruvian bark. The afthma exanthematicuns 
will require blifters or iffués, to give vent to the acrid matters 
which were repelled from the furface of the body; and.courfes 
of fulphureous waters, goats’ whey, and {weetening diet drinks, 
or perhaps mercurial alteratives, ‘in order to correét the ftharpnefe 


of the juices. j Bil 
Genus LVE DYSPNEA. © 
Hahinal Diesoucdy of BREATHING. 


‘\Dyfpnaza, “Sauwv. gen. 144. Lin 160. Vog.. 264: Sag. agit. . 
HO FigieR. gee + ; Ae tote vba th hee 


Sp. ft. The Catarrhal Dyspn@as 


_ Afthma catarrhale, Sauv. fp. 16. 1 a 
' Afthma pneumonicum, Wii/lis Pharm. rat. P- IL. fe& i. cap. I2« 
. Afthma pituitofum, Hofi. II. feet. ii. cap. 2. f. 3. : 
Aithma pneumodes, Sauv. fp. iy. 7 


This is readily known by the fymptoms of pneumonia and 
catarrh attending it, and to the removal of thefe fyimptomis the care, 
of the phyfician mutt be principally directed: 


Sp.IL The Diy Dyspraa. 
' Dyfpneea a tuberculis, a hydatibus, &e. Sauve-fp..2, 4% 8. 20. 
Orthopnoca a Hpomate, Sayv. fp. 18. 


_ This is generally accompanied with a phthifis pulmonalis ; but 
Sauyages mentions one fpecies of phthifis. to which the dry dyfp- 
nova ieems mote particularly to belong. ‘The patients fall away 
by degrees, and have a great difficulty of breathing, continual 
thirft, and little or no fpitting. When opened after death, their 
lungs are found not to. be ulcerated, but fhrivelled and contracted. 
as if they had been {moke-diled.. Goldfmiths and chemifts ‘are 
faid to be fubjeét to this difeafe by reafon of the vapours they 
draw in with their breath. Sauvages-doth not mention ‘any par- 
‘ticular remedy, Shortnefs of breath arifing from tubercles, as they 
are termed, or a. {cirrhous enlargement of the lymphatic glands 
which are difperfed through the lungs, is commonly found in 
_ferofulous habits, and may be diftinguifhed by the concomitancy, 
_ of thofe external {wellings: and appearances which ‘particularly 
mark the ferofula.. This fpecies of dy{pnaca generally ends in 3 
" -phthifis.  Courfes of goats’ whey and of fea-water have been 


known to do fervice 5 But it muft be confeffed, that a perfect cure. 
is feldom obtained. Ifues are of ufe in thefe cafes, as they appear 

to prevent the ill effets of an over-fulnefs, if it fhould happen at 

any time to fupervene- | : 


Sp. Tl. Drspraas from Changes in the W eather. (Sauv. {p. 12.) 


This feems to be a difeafe entirely fpa{modic, and the antifpaf- 
modics already related are accordingly indicated. 


Sp.1V. The Dyspncia from Earthy Subflances formed in the 
Lungs. 5 men 

Sauyages mentions this difeafe as much more common in brutes 
than inthe human race; but Dr. Cullen mentions his having feen 
fome inftances ; and we have feveral accounts by different authors 
of calculous matters being coughed up by people labouring under 
a dyfpneea, and threatened with confumption. In three cafes of 
this kind which fell under Dr. Cullen’s infpection, there was no 
appearance of earthy or ftony concretions in any other part of the 
body. ‘The calcareous matter was coughed up frequently with a 
little blood, fometimes with mucus only, and fometimes with 
pus. In one. of thefe cafes, an exquifite phthifis came on, and 
proved mortal: in the other two the fymptoms of phthifis were. 
never fully formed; and after fome time, merely by a milk diet 
and avoiding irritation, the patients entirely recovered. _ 

Sauvages alfo greatly recommends milk in thefe cafes, and foap 
for diffolving the concretions. ‘The reafon why brutes are more 
fubject to thefe pulmonary calculi than mankind, is that they very 
feldom cough, and thus the ftagnating mucus or lymph concretes 
into a kind of gypfeous matter. 


Sp. Vie The Watery Dyspnca. 


Dyfpnea pituitofa, Sauv. ip.,.42 
Orthopnoea ab hydropneumonia, Sauv, 12. 


This may arife from too great a defluxion of mucus on the 
lungs, or from an effufion of ferum, as is mentioned under the 
pneumonia. The treatment of the difeafe may be gathered from 
what has been already faid under the heads of pneumonia, catarrh, 
empyema, &c : 


7 


Sp. VI. ‘The Dyspnaza from Corpulency. 
‘Othopnoea apinguedine, Sauy. fp. 6. 


There have been many inftances of fuffocetion and death occa- 


f 
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fioned by too great corpulency.:' Thefe fatal effects, however, 
may be almoft always avoided if the perfons have refolution to 
perfift in an a€tive and very temperate courfe of ‘life; avoiding’ 
animal food, much fleép, and ufing a great deal of exercife. In« 
the third volume of the Medical Obfervations, however, there is an 


_ extraordinary inftance of internal obefity which neither ihewed. 


itfelf externally, nor could be removed by any medicines, oa 

Other fpecies-of dyfpnoea have been confidered ‘under Para 
sis. It is frequently fymptomati¢ of difeafes of the heart and’ 
large vefiels, or {wellings of the abdomen, &c. 


¢> 


Genus LVII. PERTUSSIS. 


‘i sued ‘Hoopine-coven. 2 
Pertufhis Sydenham, Ed. Leid. p. 200. 311, 312: Huxham de 
taeré'ad ann 8792) 1S hs eee 

Tuffis convulfiva, five ferina, Hoffin, TIT. 111. 
Tuflis ferina, Savv. {p. 10. Sag. fp. 10. 3 
Tuflis convulfiva, Sewv. fp. 11.'Sag. fp. 11, 

-Amphimerina tufficulofa, Savy, fp. 13, 

Bi &- Defeription. ‘This difeafe comes on at. firft like a common. 

cold; but is from the beginning attended with a greater depree 


- of dyfpncea than is common in catarrh ; and there is a remark- 


a 


able affection of the eyes, as if they were fwelled, and a little pufh- 
ed out of their fockets. By degrees the fits of coughing become 
longer and more violent, till at, laft they are plainly convulfive, 
fo that for a confiderable ‘time the patient cannot refpire, and 
when at laft he ‘recovers his breath, infpiration is‘performed with 
a thrill kind of noife like the crowing of a ‘cock. This kind of’ 
in{piration ferves only as an_introdu@tion to another convulfive 
fit of coughing, which is in like manher followed by another in- 
fpiration of the fame kind; and thus it continues for fome time, 


very often till the patient vomits; which puts an end to the pa- — | 


roxy{m at'that time. Thefe paroxyfms are attended with a vio- 


dent determination of the blood towards the head, fo that the 


_ veflels become extremely turgid, and blood not unfrequently flows 


from the mouth and nofe. The difeafe is tedious, and often 
continues for many months, It is not commonly attended with | 
4 ; q a i y ut ‘ x 


2. Caufesy &¢e.] The hooping-cough is an infeétious diforder, 
and very often epidemic ; but the nature of the contagion is not 


_underftood ; at leaft it is no further underftood than that of fmall-. 


pox, meailes, or fimilar epidemics.” We well know that it is from 
a peculiar and fpecific contagion alone that this difeafe, as well as 
the others above mentioned, can arife. But with regard to the 
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nature of any,of them, we are totally in the dark. It generally 
attacks children, or adults of a lax habit, making its attack fres 
quently in the fpring or autumn; at the fame time, when this 
contagion is introduced into any town, village, or neighbourhood, 
it will rage epidemically at any feafon. Thofe alone are affected 
with this difeafe who have never before been fubje€ted to it. For 
in this affeCtion, as well as-in {mall-pox, having had the difeafe once, . 
gives defence againft future contagion. Every individual, how- 
ever, does not feem to be equally really affected with this conta- 
gion: like other contagious difeafes occurring only once in a life- 
time, it may naturally be expected to be more frequent among | 
children than at any other period of life. But many, though fre- 
quently expofed to contagion, are yet not affected with the dif- 
eafe; and thofe children who live upon unwholefome watery food, 
or breathe unwholefome air, are moft liable to its attacks, and 
fuffer moft from them. In general it has been concluded, that 
whatever weakens the folids, or tends to bring on a diffolution of 
the fluids, predifpofes to this difeafe. | | 

3. Prognofts.) ‘The chincough is not very often fatal. During 
one epidemic, however, it is often obferved to be much more dan- 
gerous and much more fevere than during another. This is 


often remarked with regard even to particular periods of the fame _- 


epidemic; and itis alfo to be obferved, that in certain families this 
difeafe is much mote fevere than in others. Its danger, hawever, 
is {till more conne€ted with the period of life at which it occurs. 
In children under two years of age it is moft dangerous; and 
kills them by producing convulfions, fuffocation, inflammation, 
and fuppuration of the brain or in the lungs, ruptures, and in- 
curvation of the fpine. In pregnant women it will produce abor-. 
tion, and in adults inflammation of the lungs, and all the confe- 
quences of pneumonia, more frequently than in children. From 
a long continuance of the difeafe patients will become afthmatic, © 
ricketty, and fcrofulous. It is generally reckoned .a good fign 
when a fit terminates by vomiting ; for in this difeafe there feems. 
to be a confiderable increafe of the fecretion of mucus, and the 
vomiting affords great relief. | | 
4. Cure.] Pertuffis is one of thofe difeafes, which, after the 
contagion has exerted its influence, can be terminated only by 
running a certain courfe : but it is much lefs limited in its courfe 
than fmall-pox and meailes, and often it runs on to a very great 
length, or at leaft it is very difficult to diftinguifh certain fequelz 
of this difeafe from the difeafe itfelf. And when it exifls'in the 
former of thefe ftates, it admits of an artificial termination. In 
the treatment of this affection, therefore, the obje@ts at which a 
practitioner chiefly aims, are, in the firft place, the obviating ur- 
gent fymptoms, and forwarding’ the natural termination of the 
difeafe ; and, fecondly, the inducing an artificial terminatien. 
VOL. 1H. e- DD 
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With thefe intentions various remedies are employed'on dif. 
ferent oceafions. The mot approved are vomits, purges, 


bleeding, and the attenuating pectorals ; for the other kinds gene~ 


rally do hurt: but large evacuations of any kind are pernicious. 
In the Medical Obfervations, vol. III. Dr. Morris recommends — 
caftor and the bark, but in cafes attended with any degree of in- 
flammation, the latter mvft certainly do hurt, and the former 
will generally be infignificant. Dr. Butter, in a differtation ex- 
preisly on the fubject, relates twenty cafes of it cured by the ex- 
tract of hemlock. He directs half a grain a-day for a child 
under fix months old; one grain for a child from fix months to 
two years ; afterwards allowing half a grain for every year of 


the patient’s age nll he be twenty ; beyond that period he direéts’ 


& 


ten grains to be given for the farft day’s confumption, gradually 
inereafing the dofe according to the effet. If the patient have 
not two flools a-day, he advifes magnefia, or the Jixivia vitriolata 


- fulbhurea, to be added to the hemlock mixture. By this method, 


he fays, the peculiar fymptoms of the difeafe are removed in the 
{pace of a wseek; nothing but a flight cough remaining. ‘The 


-ufe of hemlock, however, has by no means become univerfal in 


confequence of this publication, nor indeed has this remedy been 
found equally fuceefsful with. others who have given it a fair’ 


trial.” The remedy generally moft depended upon in this difeafe » 


is Change of air; but Dr. Gregory, profeffor of the practice of | 
medicine .in the univerfity of’ Edinburgh, denies its efficacy. | 
When the experiment is made, however, the patient, as foon as 
the difeafe is fully formed, ought to be removed to fome other 
part of the country.: but there is no oceafion for going to a di- 
itant place ; a mile or two, or frequently a fmaller diftanee, will 
be fufhcient; and in. this new habitation, the frequency of the 
cough is found almolt inftantly to diminith in a moft furprifing 
degree, Yet after remaining there for fome time, the cough will 
often become again more frequent, and the other fymptoms in- 
creafed. In this cafe, another change of air, or even a return to 
the former habitation, becomes neceflary. Manifett benefit, it is 
faid, bras even been derived by changing a patient from one room 
ofa houfe to another. But although change of air has thus 
been advantageous, it mutt alfo be remarked, that. when it has’ 
been had recourfe to at very early periods it has often done mif-’ 
chief, particularly by aggravating the febrile and inflammatory 
fymptoms. If the difeafe be attended with fever, bleeding and 


other antiphlogiltic remedies are proper. Dr.’ Buchan recom- 


mends an ointment made of equal parts of garlic and hog’s lard 
applied to the foles of the feet; but if it have any effect, it is 
probably merely as an emplaftrum calidum. It ought to be put on 
a rag and applied like a plafter. Opiates may fometimes be 
ufeful, but in general are to be avvided, . They are chiefly fer- 
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viceable where the cough is very frequent, with little expectorae 
tion. In thefe cafes, benefit has fometimes alfo been derived 
from vitriolic ether, and fometimes. from the tincture of cantha-" 
Tides ; the latter of which Dr. Temple joins with the bark in the ~ 
following way: ; , 
(No. 330.) B» Deco&. cinchon. Zitifs. 
Tinct. opii camphor. 3fs. 

. Tiné&. cantharid. gtis. xl. m. dof. cochl. j. ad jj. 

_quartis horis. a hi! | 

Dr. Hugh Smith, after obferving that emetics, occafionally 1¢- 
peated, are of great fervice, and blifters when the fymptoms are 
urgent, directs the following : ine esi" 

(No. 331.) B Julep. e moicho, 3vj. 
3 Tin&. opii camph. 2%. 
Tindt. valerian. vol. 33. M. 
Capiat coch, ij. vel. iij. ter quaterve de die. 

(No. 332.) H Laé. ammoniac. 

Ag. cinnam. ten. aa 3ij. 

Tinct. caftor, zi}. 

_ Syri balfamic. 373°" 

Fiat Miit. fumend. coch. j. fubinde. | 
Practitioners have been fo often foiled in their attempt (6 cure 
this difeafe, and indeed they have had fo much reafon to fuppofe that. 
large quantities of medicine have, in fome cafes, proved inju- 
rious rather than beneficial, that nothing is now attempted by 
judicious and confcientious phyficians beyond the mere palliation. 
of occafional fymptoms, and the aid given by means of antimo- 
nials to a frequent effort of nature to relieve the patient by 
voiniting. This practice is certainly of a high degree of ime 
portance, as well as the ufe of wine where the patient is mucha 

weakened. sibel 

The aqua antimonii tartarifati, of St. Bartholomew’s, is a good 
medicine. | 
(No. 333.) B Antim. tartaris. gr. 3. 

Aqua diftillate Ziv. Mifce,, 
Dofis 3j. ad. giv. quadrante quaque hore, donec fupervenerit 
vomitus. ae | | | 

Or the following, ufed under the fame title at St, George’s: 
(No. 334.) B Antim, tartaris. gr. iv. : 

ha Cryftal. tartari gr. x. 
| Aq. diftillat. 3x. Mifce. 

The dofe of the latter is the fame as that of the preceding folu- 
tion ; it is to be proportioned, of courfe, to the age of the patient, 
from the adult fubject downward. Pyaas 

The excellence of this remedy, however, is not limited to its 
ufe as an emetic, in which charaéter it relieves whenever the 
paroxyfms are wnufually urgent. Its powers as a relaxant and 

} ‘i 


| 7 “Sage - ate * 


tal 


iD 


49 WATER-BRASH.. 


_ antifpafmodic are alfo very material in the intervals; and it 
thould be adminiftered, in the quantity of one-fourth or one-fixth 
of the vomiting dofe, three or four times a-day. Opiates, added 
on particular occafions, are highly proper, provided zoo great a de- 
termination to the fkin is not occafioned by them. , : 

An almoft inftantaneous termination has, on fome occafions, 
been put to this difeafe, by exciting a ‘high degyee of fear, or by 
inducing another. febrile contagion s but the effeéts of both are 
too uncertain and too dangerous to be employed in practice. 


~ 7 ” vad 


Genus LVIIL. PYROSIS. 
The Warer-Brasu. : | 


Pyrofis, Sanu. gen. 200. Seg. 158. 
Soda, Lin. 47. Vog. 104, 

_ Scotis, the Warer-Brasu. 
Pyrofis Suecica, Sauv. pres, 
Cardialgia fputatoria, Sauv. {p. 5: 


% / 
__This difeafe, whether primary or fymptomatic, has, ina great 
meaiture, been treated under Dysprpsta neverthelefs we here 
_fubjoin an account of it given by Dr. Temple. Ps hast he 
1, Defcription.] This difeafe appears to be a peculiar fpafmodic 
affection of the ftomach; it moft frequently attacks females, and 
thofe who live on milk and the farinacea. It ufually comes on in the 
morning or forenoon, at thofe times when the ftomach is moft 
empty, with a pain and fenfe of conftriGion at the pit of the fto- 
mach, as if it was drawn backwards. It is, increafed by an ereét 
pofture ; is often very violent, and, after fome continuance, it 
brings on anerudtation of a thin watery fluid, fometimes actid, but 
° . PP avea a o8 + te aha 

generally infipid, and in confiderable: quantity. This rejection of 
the fluid is reiterated; and though it does not immediately relieve 
the pain, it at length removes ity and puts an end to the pa-. 
roxyim, ; , olay ‘vig ewe 

2. Caufes.), Its remote caufes are cold applied to the extremi- 
ties, and violent emotions of the mind. aa é ce eae 

3. Cure.} The paroxyfms are moft certainly relieved by 
Opiates; if thefe fail, other antifpafmodics may be tried, efpecially 
the vitriclic eather, and the volatile alkali, The -7ius vomica pof- — 


icfles the power of radically curing this difeafe, ak Jofes from»ten 


grains, to a {eruple, three times a-da Y- Several ‘cafes. have been 
ound to yield to it. “No effeé& has deen. produced by tonics and 
aftringents in preventing its recurrence. .> “gi toes 


_ There are other painful affections of the ‘Romach diftingu 


ey the names of gaftrodyaia and ardialgia,. The former is 
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laiéwn by an acute pungent pain, accompanied with a fenfe of 
diftenfion or conftri€tion of the ftomach. The latter is attended 
with an acrid pungent eru€tation. — ib. io i 

They are moft frequently fymptomatic affections, and are con- 
ftantly attended upon dy/pepfia. For gaftrodynia, opium is the 
beft remedy ; and for the cardialgia, if an acid is prevalent, alka- 
lies and abforbents ; and if it is caufed by acrid matter, demul- 
cents and mucilaginous medicines. See CARDIALGIA. 

As a fymptom, it will be removed with the’ primary affeétion. 

In gaftrodynia, where the pain is attended with an unpleafant 
tafte in the mouth, difagreéable eruCtations, and a fenfe of fulnefs 
and diftenfion of the ftomach, it proceeds from fome foulnefs i 
that organ, and will be removed by vomiting and purging, and 
afterwards {trengthening the tone of the ftomach by chalybeates, 
bark, mineral waters, and other tonics, joined with bitters. _ 

In cardialgia, where it proceedsfrom the prevalence of a ftrong 
acid, that muft be correéted by antiacids and abforbents,: and.the 
means recommended for that purpofe in dyfpepfia. ‘This is fome- 
times owing to a morbid ftate of the gaftric juice, and fometimes 
to a deficiency of faliva; when this is the cafe, the patient fhould 
matticate his food extremely well, and eat with it bifcuit or cruft 
of bread, which will-caufe a greater quantity of that fluid to-be 
poured out in maftication, and taken down with the food. _ 

There are other cafes. of gaftrodynia, unattended. with any 
fymptom of dyfpepfia, and which very frequently can be referred 
to no particular caufe. Demulcents and opium, and blifters to the 

‘region of the ftomach, fhould be tried, and if they do not remove 
it, recourfe fhould be had, to the cicuta. 
(No. 335.) B Succ. {piff. cicute 31.. | 
| ivide in pilul. xxx. capiat ij.—-iv. ad vj. ter die, 

If the pain arifes from ulceration in the ftomach, it will be fu- 
{pected from the continuance of the difeafe, from the patient fecl- 
ing a pungent heat, and great increafe of pain after taking food, 
and from his finding eafe from preflure and inclining forward.— 

Here little can be done but palliate. . Demulcents thould be. fre- 
quently taken, and food in fmall quantities, and that of the mildeft 
kind; and the pain muft be quieted by opium, which it’ will. be 
neceflary to give.im very large and frequently repeated dofes. 

The cicuta, with calomel, may be tried in the following form : 
(No. 336.) B Succ. fpifl. cicute Zi. eR 

| Calomel, prap. gr. x. m. f. pil xxx. fumat unany 

AHO AOR Cha PO AIOE RNG RI | 

_ Dr, Hugh Smith obferves there are other fpecies of pain, whofe 
feat appears to be in the flomach, which depend upon other and. 
very different caufes; and, thefe, for the mof{t part, are cither. of 

-~ the {pafmodic, rheumatic, gouty, or periodical kinds. PMR 
A fpafmodic atfeclion is to be remedied by tlie antifpafmodic 
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medicines, amongft which bark claims the firft place. The: warm, 


cordial, and aromatic remedies are likewife matrnel ye advifable, 
a 337-) RB. Balf. Peruv. (vit. ovi fol. Zi 
Aq, fontan. 3). . 
Ting. ftomach. 3ij. 
Conf. cardiac, 5}. 
Syr. balf. 37. 
Mifce fiat hauft. fexta quaque hor. fumendus, 
(No, 338-) B. Lact. ammoniac. 3yj. 
Sp. vol. foetid. 3iij. : | 
: _ Mifce capiat coch. ij. fubinde, 3 sale an 
(No. 339) R, Pulv, Flor. chamemzli 9}. | 
| Pulv. aromatic. 3%. | 
Balf. Peruv. q. f. ut ft. Bol, bis te terve de die fumendus, 
* Tt will be neceffary, in all the above cafes, to Keep the beer 
open, by the warm ftomach purges, : 


{ 
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Genus LIX. COLICA, - 
~The Cotrc. oh 


 Colica, Sauv. gen. 204, Lim. 50. Vog. 160. Sag. 162, 
-Funck.. 106. 
Colica fpafmodica et flatulenta, Hogfm. II. 284. 
Rachialgia, Savv. gen. 211. Cag. 168. ou ie 
~ Tleus, Sauv. gen. 252. Mog. 162. Sag. gen. 187. Tliata, 
‘Lin. 185. 
Dolor et fpafmus iliacus, Hoffm. II. a 
Paffio iliaca, Funck. 107.. 


Sp. I. Lhe Spafmodic Colic. 


Colica fatulenta, pituitofa, &c, . Sauv. fp. 1. 2. &. id " “Tleus 
phyfodes, volvulus, aie tte ns &c, Ejufd. ip. 1. 3 5+ 7s 


(8. 9. 


1, Defcription.] The saga is chiefly known by a violent pain 
in the ‘abdomen, commonly about the umbilical region. The 
pain refembles various kinds of fenfations, as of burning, twilting, 
boring, a ligature drawn very tight, &c, The belly is generally 
- coftive, though fometimes there is a violent evacuation. of bilious 
matter upwards anddownwards. In thefe cafes the difeafeis fomé- 
times accompanied, from the beginning, with a weak, and inter~ 
mitting pulfe, cold fweats and fainting. In fome the difeafe comes 
on oe beginning with an habitual coftivenefs; and is puts 


a 
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gatives be taken, they co not operate. “The pain comes on ge 
nerally after a mea!, and foon occaftons naufea and vomiting. 
Sometimes the difeafe is attended with pyrexia, violent thirft, and 
a full pulfe; the vomiting becomes more violent, and excremen- 
titious matters are thrown up with thé moft exquifite pain and 
tenfion of the abdomen; an hiccup comes on, which continues 
obftinately; till at laft a ceffation of pain and fetid breath indicate 
a mortification of the intettines, and approaching death. Some- 
times the periftaltic motion of the inteftines is fo totally inverted, 
that all their contents are evacuated by the mouth, and even clyfters 
will be vomited; which conftitutes that difeafe commonly called 
the z/ac paffion. } 

2. Caufes, &c.] Colics may arife from any fudden check given 
to perfpiration, as by violent cold applied to any part of the body, 
efpecially to the lower extremities and abdomen. Very fre- 
quently they are occafioned by auftere, acid, or indigeftible ali-~ 
ments taken into the ftomach. By any of thefe, a violent colic, 
or indeed an iliac pafhon, may be occafioned; for Dr. Cullen 
juftly obferves, that this laft, though commonly counted a different 
fpecies of difeafe, differs from a colic in no other way than in 
being in every refpect in a much higher degree. — In thofe who 
have died of this difeafe and been diffeted, the inteftines have 
fometimes been found twifted; but more commonly there hath been 


an introfufception of the inteftine, that is, one part of the gut feems. 


to have entered within the other. Inthe Edinburgh Medical 
Effays, vol. III. we have a differtation on the ufe of the warm 
bath in the bilious colic, in which the author derives the diforder 


from a {pafmodic conftriction of the inteftine, occafioned by the 


acrimony of the bile. By this, he fays, the inteftine is not only 
contraéted into an unufual narrownefs, but its coats have been 


found, upon diffection, fo clofely joined, that no paflage could be 


made downwards, more than if they had been ftrongly tied by a 
ligature. . The formation of the introfufceptio he explains by quot- 
ing a paflage from Peyerus, who made the following experiment on 
afrog: Having irritated the inteftine of the animal in feveral differ- 


ent places, he obferved it to contract at thofe places moft violently, | 


and to protrude its contents upwards and downwards wherever the 
relaxed ftate of the part would permit; by which means the con- 
tents were heaped together in different parts.» Hence fome parts 
of the inteftine being dilated mach more than enough, by reafon 
of the great quantity of matter thrown into them, formed a kind 
of fack, which readily received the confiriéted part into it. If 
this happen in the human body, there is the greate(t danger of a 
mortification; becaufe the part which is conftri€ted, and at any 
rate difpofed to inflammation, has that difpofition very much in- 


creafed by its confinement within the other, and by the preflure - 
ef the contents of the alimentary canal from the ftomach down- 


& 
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wards upon it. An iliat paffion may alfo arife from the ftrangu- 
lation of part of the inteftine in a hernia; and even a very {mall 
yortion of it thus ftrangulated may occafion a fatal event. In 
A Medical Obferyations, vol. 1V. however, we have an account 


of an iliac paffion arifing from a very different caufe, which could 


neither have been fulpeéted nor cured by any other way than the 
operation of ga/frotomy, or opening the abdomen of the patient, in 


order to remove the caufe of the diforder. The patient, a woman 
of about twenty-eight years of age, died, after {uffering extreme. 
torture for fix days. The body being opened, fome quantity of | 


a dirty-coloured fluid was found in the cavity of the abdomen, 
‘The jejunum and ilium were greatly diftended with air, A por- 
tion of the omentum adhered to the mefentery, near that part 
where the ilium terminates in the caecum. From this adhefion, 
which was clofe to the fpine, there ran.a, ligamentous cord or pro- 
cefs, about two inches and a half long, unequally thick; in fome. 
places not thicker than a packthread; which, by its other exe 
fremity, adhered to the coats of the ilium, about two inches above 
the cecum. This cord formed a circle with the mefentery,, large 


enough to admit a hen’s egg to pafs through it. The cord had’ 


formed a noofe (in a manner dificult to be explained), which in- 
cluded.a doubling of about two inches of the lower end of the 
dium; and was drawn fo tight, that it not only put a ftop to the 
paflage. of every thing through the bowels, and brought on a 
gangrene of the ftrangulated part, but it had even cut through 
all the coats of the inteitine on the oppofite fide to the mefentery, 
and made an aperture abont an inch long. Inthe Memoirs of the 
Acadeiny of Surgery are mentioned feveral {milar cafes. 

Dr. Smith fays, the fatulent and inflammatory colic are readily 
enough to be diftinguithed from each other:—-In the flatulent 
colic the pain comes on by fits,. flies from one part of the 
‘bowels to another, and is much abated by a difcharge of wind 


_ either upwards or downwards; but in the inflammatory colic the 
pain remains equable, and fixed and fettled in one fpot; the vomit- 
ings are fevere and frequently bilious, the belly is obftinately bound, . 


and the pulfe always quick and feverith. . 

3. Proguofis,| ‘The. colic is never to be reckoned void of dan- 
ger, as it may unexpectedly terminate in an inflammation and 
gangrene of the inteftines. T hofe {pecies of it which are attended 
with purging muft be confidered as much lefs dangerous than thofe 
in which the vomiting is very violent, The iliac paffion, or that 


-attended with the vomiting of feces, is always to be accounted 


highly dangerous ; but if the paffage through the inteftines be free, 
even theugh their periftaltic motion fhould be inverted, and clyf- 


ters evacuated by the mouth, there is much more hope of a cure 
than when the belly is obftinately coftive, and there is fome fixed 


ebftruction whieh feems to bid defiance to all remedies, 


4. Cure.] In the cure of the fpafmodic colic, the recovery 
muft ultimately depend on producing a refolution of the {pafmodic 
affeGtion, In order to accomplith this, it.is in general neceflary 
to evacuate the contents of the inteftines, and to remove morbid 
irritability exifting in that part of the fyftem. But in order to 
preferve the life of the patient from the moft imminent hazard, it 
is {till more neceffary to prevent and remove, thofe inflammatory 
affections which often occur in this difeafe. As the chief danger | 
in colics arifes from an inflammation and confequent mortification 
of the inteftines, it is effentially neceffary, in the firft place, to di- 
minifh the tendency to a pyrexia, if there fhould happen to be any. 
This is accomplifhed by bleeding, emollient injections, warm 
bathing, and cooling medicines taken inwardly. Dr. Porter, in 
the eflay above mentioned, ftrongly recommends the warm bath 
in thofe colics attended with violent evacuations of bile. He fup- 
pofes it todo fervice by relaxing the conftridtion of the inteftines, 
and thus preventing or removing the introfufception. In the mean 
time opiates may be given to eafe the pain, while every method is: 
tried by cathartics and clyfiers of various kinds, to procure a ftool. 
In obftinate cafes, where {timulating cathartics have proved ineffec-: 
tual, the milder kinds, fuch as manna, fenna, oleum ricini, &c. 
will fucceed. ; | pew. 

Dr. Saunders fubmits (No. 119), (No. 148), and (No. 237), 
together with the following, to be ufed as circumftances. may 
require : it 
(No, 340.) B Lact. affee foetid. Zviij. 

-Tinc. opi 3j. M. 
Pro enemate hora fomni injiciatur. : . 

The doétor further obferyes, that the colic, in by/erical cafes, 
often:depends fo much on fpafim and fimple irritation, that opiates 
alone, or united with aromatics, asithe confect. opiat. do beft. 

_ Dr. Smith favs, the flatulent or /pafmodic colic is to be relieved: 
by the warm cathartic and anti{pafmodic. or carminative medicines,. ” 
and cupping-glaffes to the abdomen. ace peleydn 
(No. 341.) R Tinct. rhabarb, 

ie Aq. cinnam, ten. aa 3}. 
Tinct. aromatic. 3), 
Mifce fiat Hauft. | 
(No, 342.) RK Aq. piment. Zyj, 
ee Y cinnam. 3ij. 
inct, foetid. 51). 
Syr. papav. err. 3%. 
Mifce fit julep. fumend. coch, iij..fubinde. | a4 

Sometimes, in an.hyflerical or hypochondriacal patient, a purge 
ing and vomiting will likewife come on: 1n this cale, a warny 
opiate will anfwer, every intention. | 
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abarb. gr. ‘vj. 
Pulv.aromatic. gr. iij. ¥, 
Bal, Peruv. q. fut. ft. Bol. repetend. ut opus erit, 
_ The colic from irritation’ may be reinedied by gentle cathartics, _ 
joined with opiates, - levis : ain Ht 
(No. 344.) B Manne Zf. 
13th Solve in Aq. fontan. jf, 
Adle Ol. amygd. ii. 
~~ Tind. opii gtt. x.. 
“nie — ‘Tin@. aromatic. 37. 
~ Milce fiat Hauft. fexta quaque hora fumend. 


| Where every thing of this kind fails, recourfe muft be had te 


fome of the more extraordinaty methods. Some have recommend- 


ed the {wallowing of leaden bullets, on a fuppofition that, by their 


weight, they would force through the obftruGtion into the gut; but 


thefe feem much more likely to create than to remove an obftruc- 


tion. It is impoffible they ‘can aa by their gravity, becaufe the 
inte{tines do not lie ina ttraight line from the pylorus to the anus; 
and though this were a€tually the cafe, we cannot fuppofe that the 
weight of a leaden bullet could prove very efficacious in removing 
either a {pafmodic conftriction or an obitruétion from any other 
caufe. But when we confider, not only that the inteftines confift 


ofa great multitude of folds, but that their periftaltic motion (by 


which only their contents are forced through them) is inverted, the 
futility of this remedy muft be evident. Ic might rather be fup-. 


' pofed to aggravate the difeafe ; as the lead, by its preffure, would 


tend to fix the introfufception more firmly, or perhaps pufh it ftill 


_ further on: The fame thing may be faid of quickfilver; not to 


mention the pernicious confequences to be apprehended from fwal- 
lowing large quantities of this mineral, even if it fhould prove efi- 
cacious in relieving the patient for the prefent. There are, how- 
ever, fome late cafes on record, particularly one by Mr. William 
Perry, publifhed in the fixteenth volume of the Edinburgh Me- 
dical Commentaries, in which the hydrargyrus, fwallowed in great 
quantities, was attended with the happieft effects, after every other 
remedy had been tried. . 

Another method has been propofed, in the Medical Effays, for 


- relieving the miferable patients in this diforder, which in many cafes 


4 


has been known to do fervice. The patient is to be taken out of 
bed, and made to walk about on the cold floor of a damp apartment. 
At the fame time, porringers of cold water are to be dathed on his 


feet, legs, and thighs; and this muft be continued for an hour or 
- longer, if a {tool be not procured before that time, though this will 


generally be the cafe much fooner. The exercife does not at all 
unpair the patient’s ftrength, but rather adds to it: and fome very 
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remarkable inftances are adduced in the fixth volume of the Mee 
dical. Effays, where this proved effectual after all other medicines 
had failed. In one perfon the difeafe had come on with an habj- 
tual coftivenefs, and he had been for a week tormented with the 
moft violent pain aud vomiting, which could be ftopped neither by 
vanodynes nor any other medicines; the tharpeft clyfters being 
returned unaltered, and all kinds ef purgatives being thrown up 
foon after they were fwallowed; but. by the above-mentione 
method, a ftool was procured in thirty-five minutes, and the patient 
recovered. In fome others the coftivenefs continued for a much 
longer time. Other remedies are, the blowing air into the inte!- 
tines by means of a bellows, and the injeCting clytters of the fmoke 
of tobacco. But neither of thefe feem very capable of removing 
thedifeafe. They canaffect only the parts below the obftruction 5 
while, to cure the difeafe, it is neceflary that the obftrudted parts 
themfelves fhould, be reached by the medicine, and therefore we 
have not many well-attefted inftances of their fuccefs. In fome 
obftinate cafes, however, benefit has certainly been derived from 
tobacco fmoke injections, and likewife from injections of tepid 
water to the extent of feveral pounds. When every other re- 
medy has failed, a con/fant fiream of this, thrown up the rectum, 
has fucceeded. For putting in practice thofe modes of cure, a 
particular apparatus has been contrived ; and in cafes even appa~ 
rently defperate, neither fhould be neglected. ‘The cold water 
applied to the fkin, gives a general and very confiderable fhock to, 
the fyftem, checks the perfpiration, and thus drives the humours 
‘inward upon the inteftines, by which they receive a much more 
effectual ftimulus than can be fuppofed to-arife from any kind of 
clyfter. But when all methods have failed, the only chance the 
patient can have for life is by a furgical operation. se iit 
In thofe colics which are attended with faintings, &c. from the 
beginning, and which generally attack debilitated perfons, all kinds 
of evacuations are pernicious; and the cure is to be attempted by. 
anodynes and cordials, which will feldom fail of fuccefs. Even 
there alfo, however, it is neceffary that the belly fhould be moved; 
and for this purpofe, injections, containing a folution of afla-foetida, 
which operate powerfully as antifpafmodics, are preferable to moft 
other modes of cure. 


Sp. II. Conica Picronum. he Colic of Posttou. 
“Rachialgia Pictonum, Sauv. fp. 1 


aerial metallica, Sauv. fp. 3. 
Colica Pictonum Cite/ii, et fuccedentium auctorum. 


a te 
Another caufe to which violent colics are frequently to be 


¢ 


ee (COLIC 


afcribed, and which often givés o¢cafion to them whéte it is yery 
little fufpected, is lead, or fome felution or fume of it, received into 
the body. To this caufe is evidently owing the colics to which 
plumbers, lead-miners, and {melters of lead, are fubject. To the 
fame caufe, though not fo apparent’at firft fight, are we to afcribe 
the Devonfhire colic, where lead is received into the body diffolved 
in’ cyder, the common drink ‘of the inhabitants of that county. 
This has been proved by experiment; for lead’has been extracted 
from cyder in quantity fufficient to produce pernicious effects on 
the human body. The colic of Poittou, and what is calléd the ary. 
belly-ach in the Weft Indies, are of the fame nature; for which 
reafon we give the following general defcription of the fymptoms 
of all thefe difeafes. aye eApapers 
1. Defcription.} The patient is generally firft feized with an. 

acute pain at the pit of the flomach, which extends. itfelf down 
with griping pains, to the bowels. Soon after there isa diftenfion 
as with wind; and frequént reachings' to vomit, without bringing up 
any thing but fmall quantities of bile and phlegm.° An obftinate , 
coftivenefs follows, yet fometimes attended with a tenefmus, anc 
_the bowels feem to the patient as if they were drawn’ up towards 
the back ; at other times they are drawn into hard lumps, or hard 
rolls, which are plainly perceptible to the hand on the belly, by 
ftrong convulfive fpafms. Sometimes the coats of the inteftines 
feem'to be drawn up from the arius, and down from the pylorus 
towards the navel. When a ftool’is procured by artificial means, 
as clyfters, &c. the feces appear in little’ hard knots, like fheeps” 
dung, called /cybale, and are in {mall quantity. ‘There is, how- 
ever, ufually an obftinate coftivenefs; the urine is difcharged in fmall 
quantity, frequently with pain and much difficulty, © The pulfe is 
generally low, though fometimes 2 little quickened by the violence 
of the pain; but inflammatory fymptoms very feldom occur.— 
The extremities are often cold’ atid fometimes the violence of the 
pain caufes cold clammy fweats and ‘fainting. ‘The mind is gene- 
rally much affected, and the fpirits are funk. The difeafe is often 
tedious, efpecially if improperly treated, infomuch that the patients 
will continue in this miferable {tate for twenty or thirty days fuc- 

_ ceflively ; nay, inftances have been known of its continuing for fix 
months. In this cafe, the pains at la{t become almoft intolerable : 
the patient’s breath acquires a {trong fetid {mell.as of excrement, 
from a retention of the faeces, and an abforption of the putrid eflu- 
via from them by the lacteals. At laft, when the pain in the bowels 
- begins to abate, a pain comes on in the fhoulder-joint and adjoining 
mufcles, with an unufual ferfation and tingling along the fpinal 
marrow. This foon extends ‘itfelf ffody thence to the nerves. of 
the arms and legs, which become weak; and that weaknefs ine 
creafes till the extreme parts become paralytic, with a tétal lofs of 
motion, though a benumbed fenfation often‘remaing, — Sometimes, 


' 
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by a fydden metaftafis, the brain becomes affeCied, a ftupor and 
delirium come on, and the nervous fyfiem is irritated to fuch a 
degree as to produce general convulfions, which are frequently 
followed by death. At other times the periftaltic motion of the 
inteflines is inverted, and a true iliac _paffion is produced, which 
alfo proves fatal in a fhort time. Sometimes the paralytic affec- 
tionof the extremities goes.off, and\the pain of the bowels returns 
with its former violence ; and on the ceffation of the pain in the 
inteftines, the extremities again become paralytic, and thus the 
pain and palfy will alternate for a very long time. i, 

2. Cure.| Various methods have been attempted for removing 
this terrible difeafe. The obftinate coftivenefs which attends it 
made phyficians at firft exhibit very flrong purgatives and ftimu- 
lating clyfters. But thefe medicines, by increafing the convulfive 
{pafms of the inteftines, were found to be pernicious... Balfam of | 
Peru, by itswarm aromatic power, was found tofucceed much bet- 
ter; and Dr. Sydenham accordingly prefcribed it in the quantity of 
forty drops twice or thrice a-day taken on fugar. This, with 
gentle purgatives, opiates, and fome drops of the hotter effential 
oils, continued to be the medicines commonly employed in this 
difeafe, till a {pecific was publifhed by Dr. Lionel Chalmers, of 
South Carolina. This receipt was purchafed by Dr. Chalmers 
from a family where it had long been kept a fecret. The only 
unufual medicine employed, and on which the efficacy of it chiefly 
if not wholly depends, is vitriolated copper. It was prepared in 
the following way : 7 
{No. 345.) B Cupri vitriolat. gr: viij. of 

Aque diftillate Zviij. 
Mifce fiat folutio. : 

The dofe is a wine-glafsful, given fafting, for nine fucceffive 
mornings. _ For the firft four or five days this medicine difcharges 
much zruginous bile both ways: but the excretions of this hu- 
mour leflen by degrees; and before the courfe be ended, it has 
little other effect than to caufe fome degree of {queamithnefs, 
or promote a few bilious ftools, or perhaps may not move the pa- 
tient at all. At the time of ufing this medicine, the patients fhould 
live upon broth made of lean meat, gruel, or panada: ‘but about 
the feventh or eighth day, they may be allowed bread and boiled 
chicken. Here the copper feems'to do fervice by its tonic power ; 
and, for the fame, reafon, alum, recommended by Dr. Percival, mot 
probably cures the difeafe. He fays he has found this very efi- 
cacious in ob{tinate affections of the bowels, and that it generally’ 
proves a. cure in the flighter cafes of the colica pictonui! It was 
given to the quantity of fifteen grains.every fourth, fifth, or fixth’ 
hour; and the third dofe feldom failed to mitigate the pain, and 
fometimes entirely removed it. Among purgative medicines, the 

eum ricimt is found to be the moft efficacious. (Vide Form.’ 
No. 148.) | 
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Sp. III. Thé Coxe from Coftivenefs. 


Colica ftercorea, Sauv. fp. 32 

Ileus a feecibus indyratis, Sauv. fp. 2. 
_ The treatment of this fpecies. depends merely on removing the 
caufe. (Vide Form. No. 148. 149. &c.) sip 


¥. | Sp- IV. The Accidental Colic. 


Colica Japonica,—aceidentalis,—lactantium,—a veneno, Sauv. 
{p. 10. 14. 18. 20. . 
Cholera ficea auriginofa a fungis venenatis, eju/d. fp. 2. 

% 
~ ‘When colics arife from acrid poifonous matter taken into the flo- 
mach, the only cure is either to evacuate the poifon itfelf by vomit- 
ing, or to {wallow fome other fubftance which may decompound it, 
and thus render it inactive. The moft common and dangérous - 
~ fubftances of this kind are corrofive mercury and arfenic. The 

former is eafily decompounded by alkaline falts; and therefore 2 
folution of lixivial falt if fwallowed before the poifon has time to 
induce a mortification of the bowels, will prove a certain cure, 
Much more uncertain, however, is the cafe when arfenic is fwal- 
lowed, becaufe there is no certain and f{peedy folvent of that fub- 
_ftance yet known. Milk has been recommended as efficacious ; 
and alfo a folution of hepar fulphuris. ‘The latter may poflibly 
do fervice, as.arfenic unites readily with fulphur, and has its per- 
nicious qualities more obtunded by that than by any other known 
fubftance ; but, indeed, even the folvent powers.of this medicine - 
are fo weak, that its effects as well as thofe of others muft be very 
uncertain. ‘ | ere, 

Some kinds of fungi when fwallowed are apt to*produce colics 
attended with ftupor, delirium, and convulfions; and the fame 
fometimes happens from eating a large quantity of the mytilus, a 
_ fort of fhell-tith known by the name of mufcles. Some of the 
fungi, doubtlefs, may have an inherent- poifonous ‘quality ; but 
generally they, as well as the mufcles, aét on a different prin-’ 
ciple. heir pernicious effects happen moft commonly when’ 
they,are taken’on an empty ftomach; and are then fuppofed to 
be occafioned by their adhering fo clofe to its coats, that it cannot 
exert its powers, and the whole fyftem is thrown into the utmoft 
diforder.. “I'he malady may, therefore, be very eafily prevented ; 
but when once it has taken place it cannot be removed, till either 
2 vomiting be excited, or the ftomach has recovered itfelf in fuch 
@ manner as to throw off the adhering matter fpontancoully. 


+ 
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Sp. V. Cottc of New-born Infants from a Retention of the 
Meconium. (Sauv. fp. 19.) 


This diforder wou!d be prevented were children allowed imme- 
diately to fuck their mothers, whofe milk at firft is purgative. 
But as’ this is not commonly done, the child is frequently 
troubled with colics. The caufe, however, may be removed. by 
two or three grains of ipecacuanha, or a drop or two of anti- 
monial wine. By thefe means the ftomach is cleanfed by vo- 
miting, and the belly is generally loofened; but if this laft effect 
does not happen, fome gentle purge will be neceffary, fuch as 
fyrup of rhubarb, manna, or magnefia. See MIDWIFERY. 


¥ 


Sp. VI. Coxtc'from a Callsfity of the Colon. 


It is in a manner impoffible to difcover this diftemper before the 
patient’s death; and though it fhould, it does not admit of a cure. 


Sp. VII. The Corie from Jnteftinal Calcult. (Sauv. fp. 10. 15+) 


When certain indigeftible bodies, fuch as cherry-ftones, plum- 
ftones, fall pieces of bones, &c. are fwallowed, they frequently 
prove the bafis of calculi, formed by an acretion of fome kind of | 
earthy matter 5 and being detained in fome of the flexures of the 
inteftines, often occafion very violent colics. Thefe calculi do 
not difcover themfelves by any peculiar fymptoms, nor do they 
admit of any patticular method of cure. In the Medical Effays 
we have an inftance of colics for fix years, occafioned by calcult 
of this kind. The concretions were at laft paffed by ftool; and 
their paflage was procured by caufing the patient to drink a large 
quantity of warm water, with a view to promote the evacuation 
of bile, a redundancy of which was fuppofed to be the caufe of 
her diforder,  ~ 


Genus LX. CHOLERA, the CHOLERA Morsus. 
. eee Sects 253. Lin.186. Vog. 110. Sag. 188. Hafm 
Il. 165. | . 
Diarrhoea cholerica, Funck. 112. 


Sp. I, The Spontaneous Cholera, coming on without any manifeft 
. caufe. Pa | 


Cholera fpontanea, Sauv. fp. 1. Sydenh. fect. iv. cap. 2. 
Cholera Indica, Sauv, fp. 7+ | 
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Sp.ll.. Lhe Accidental Cholera, from acrid matters taken inwardly. 


~ 


Cholera crapulofa, Sauy. fp. 11. 
~ Cholera a venenis, Sauv. fp. 4, 5. 


i. Defeription. The chclera fhews itfelf by exceffive vomiiin 
and purging of bilious matters, with violent pain, inflauon, — 
diftenfion of the belly. Sometimes the patients fall into univerfal 
convullions ; and fometimes they are affected with violent fpafms 
in particular parts of the body. ‘There is a great thirft, a fmalland 


unequal pulfe, cold fweats, fainting, coldnefs.of the extremities, 


and hiccough; and death frequently enfues in twenty-four hours. 

Dr. Fordyce {peaks of this difeafe in the following way:— 
When the whole prime vie are confiderably affeéted at the be- 
ginning, ficknefs, pain, flatulency, and diftenfion of the belly, come 
on, and are accompanied. by frequent vomitings, and painful purging 
of bile, and of all the other fluids fecreted into the inteftines, to- 
gether with the fymptoms of irritation, viz. a frequent and fome- 
ane fmall and unequal pulfe, heat, great anxiety and thirft, and 

ter fome time cold fweats, and fpafmodic Pehiaig? of the ex- 


tremities: the patient finks fometimes in twenty-four hours, and 


is not to be recovered. | , 
Thofe who have been rendered weak or irritable by a hot or 
long-continued fummer, or by living ina warm climate, or in 
putrid vapour, are peculiarly liable to this difeafe. 
- 2. Caufes.) ‘Thefe are cold, or putrid vapour, or it arifes as a 
partial evacuation in fever, or from a purging, from any caufe, if it 
has either continued long, or happened in a habit predifpofed; or 
it begins with phlegmonous inflammation of the intelftines. 


_ 3, Cure.] In this difeafe, as much bile is depofited in the ali-. 


mentary canal, particularly in the ftomach, the firft object is to 
counteract its influence, and to promote an eafy difcharge of it. 
It is next neceffary to reftrain that increafed fecretion of ‘bile, by. 
which a frefh depofition.in the alimentary canal would otherwife 
be foon produced. And, in the laft place, meafures muft often be 
employed to reftore a found condition to the alimentary canal, 
which is frequently much weakened by the violence of the difeafe. 

On thefe grounds the cure is effected by giving the patient a 
large quantity of warm water, or very weak broth, in order to 
cleanfe the ftomach of the irritating matter which occafions the 


difeafe, and injeGting the fame by way of clyiter, till the pains 


begin to abate a little. After this, a large dofe of opium is to be 
given in fome convenient vehicle, and repeated as there is occafion. 
But if the vomiting and purging have continued for a long time 
before the phyfician be called, immediate recourfe muft be had te 
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the landanum, becaufe the -patiént will ‘be’ too much exhaufted to. 
bear any further evacuations. Sometimes the propenfity to vomit 

is fo ftrong, that nothing will be’ retained, and the laudanum itfelf 
is thrown up as foon as fwallowed. To fettle the flomach, Dr. 

Douglas, in the Medical Effays, recommends a decoction of oat- 

bread, toafted.as brown as coffee; and the decoction itfelf ought 

to be of the colour of weak coffee. He fays he does not remem- 

ber that this decoétion was ever vomited by any of his. patients. 

An infufion of mint leaves, or good fimple mint-water, is alfo 

faid to be very efficacious in the fame cafe. 

The tin€ture of opium is fometimes retained when given in con= 
junction witha portion of the vitriolic acid properly diluted: But 
when it cannot be retained in a fluid form by the aid of any addi- 
tion, it wili fometimes fit upon the {tomach when taken ina folid 
fate. 

Dr. Fordyce fpeaks of the treatment thus:—In the cure of cho- 
lera morbus, if the vomiting, purging, and other fymptomis, be 
very fevere, chicken broth without falt, decoction of barley, folu- 
tion of gum-arabic, or any other mucilaginous fluid, is to be drunk 
plentifully, to prevent the inflammation from being increafed by. 
the efforts, or by the neutral falts in the matter fecreted; until the 
patient is fufficiently reduced to render the exhibition of opium 
fafe. If they be not in fo great a degree, a fmall quantity of an- 
tum. tartar. (gr. ad gr. {%.) or fame other relaxant, may be given 
diffolved in part of the liquor, and repeated in three or four Hours : 
or, if the vomiting be not very troublefome, from twenty to thirty 
grains of rhubarb may be taken with advantage, the patent drink- 
ing fome of the above-mentioned liquors. ; 

When the ftrength is reduced by the evacuation, and the prime 
vi@ cleared of feculent matter by this treatment, the vomiting and 
purging may be ftopped by opiates, and (No. 33. go.) may be 
ufed; but if the patrent fhould be fo muth weakened by the eva- 
cuation and irritation before any affiftance is called in, as to be in 
danger of finking, they are to be exhibited immediately. In both 
cafes the opiate is to be repeated in a fmaller dofe, at fix or eight 
hours’ interval, for two or three days, taking care to keep the in- 
teftines free from feculent matter, by procuring one evacuation 
every twenty-four hours, if it does not take place naturally. 

After the violence of the difeafe is overcome, the alimentary 
canal, and the ftomach in particular, requires to be braced and 
ftrengthened.. With this view, recourfe is often had with advan- 
tage to different vegetable bitters, particularly to the ufe of the 
columbo root; which, while it ftrengthens the ftomach, is alfo 
obferved to have.a remarkable tendency in allaying a difpofition 


to vomiting, which often remains for a confiderable time after the, 
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cholera may be faid to be overcome: The following formula of 
Dr. Saunders may be employed: |, | | 2 ae 
(No. 346.) BR, Colomb. in pulv. trit. gr. x. 
_ RKhabarb. pulv. 
_ Ferri rubigin. fing. grove 
_ Fiat pulvis, vel, fyrupo zingiberis, Bolus, bis quotidie 
capiendus, putt . 
Dr. Hugh Smith fays, the intentions of cure confift in diluting 
and expelling the acrid bile, and palliating the moit urgent 
fymptoms. ; 
The firft intention may be anfwered by diluting drinks, taken 
in large quantities; fuch as a decoétion of a cruft of bread, water-" 
gruel, chicken or any other thin broth, and the like; and if at the 
{ame time vomiting fhould be excited, the bile may be both diluted 
-and expelled. i 
To palliate the f¥/mptoms, opiates, efpecially if joined with 
gentle cathartics, will molt avail. eS ey we 
(No. 347) B Rhabarb. in pulv. trit. gr. x. 
‘Tinét. opii gtt. xx. 
_ . Mifce fiat bol. repetend, ut opus erit. 
(No, 348.) BR, Kali prep. Bj. 
aie Succ. limon. 3%. 
. Aq. cinnam. 3]. 
Sp. menth. fauv. 3]. 
_ Tine. opi gtt. ii. 3 
Mifce fiat hauft, quarta vel fexta quaque hora fumendus. 


Genus LXI, DIARRH@A.. 
: LoosENEss. 


Diarrhoea, Sauv. gen. 253, Lin. 187. .Vog. 105. Sag. gen. 
WEBQ.\ FUNCK TLD. - : 
Hepatirrea, Sauv. gen. 246. 
Cholerica, Lin. 190. - ei | 
Ceeliaca, Sauv. gen, 255.\ Lin. 189. Vag. 100. Sag. gen. 
199. tee hae io Haid 
Lienteria, Sauv. gen, 256. . Lin. 188. Sag. gen. 191. Vag. 
108. . 
Pituitaria, et leucorrhois, Vog. 113, 112. 


Sp. I. Vhe Feculent DIARRHG@A. 


} Diarrhoea ftercorofaet vulgaris, Sauv.fp. 1.2. 


/ 
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This is occafioned by the too great quantity of matter thrown | 
ito the alimentary canal; and what is difcharged has not the ap- 
pearance of excrements, but is much whiter, and of a thinner con- 
fiftence. Voracious people who do not fuficiently chew their food, 
gormandizers, and even thofe who ftammer in their {peech, are faid 
to beliable to this difeafe. In flighter cafes, it is removed without 
any medicine, or by a dofe of rhubarb; but where the matters have 
acquired a putrid taint, the diforder may be exceedingly protracted, 
and become dangerous. in this cafe, lenient and antifeptic pur- 
gatives (No. 149.) or (No. 197.) are to be made ufe of, after | 
which the cure is to be completed by aftringents, fuch as (No, 
231.) or (No. 234.) | 


Sp. If. The Bilious DIARRHG@A. 
: (Sauv. fp. 8.) 


This difeafe thews itfelf by copious ftools of a very yellow ~ 
colour, attended with gripes and heat of the bowels, thirft,, bitter- 
nefs, and drynefs of the mouth, yellownefs of the tongue; and fre- » 
quently follows an intermittent or bilious fever. When the fever 
is gone, the diarrhoea is to be’ removed by acidulated and cooling 
drinks, with {mall dofes of nitre. Vide Form. (No. 205) and 
(No. 268). ; | 


‘Sp. IN. The Mucous DIARRHG@A, 


Diarrhoea lactentium, Sauv. fp. 19. 
Dyfenteria Pariliaca, Sauv. fp. 3. 
Diarrhoea ab hypercatharti, Sav. fp. 16. 
Dyfenteria a catharticis, Sauv. fp. 12. on 
Pituitaria, Yog. 111. as Ns 
Leucorrhois, Vog. 112. 
Diartheea pituitofa, Sauv. fp. 4. 
Ceeliaca mucofa, Sauv. fp. 3. 
Diarrhoea ferofa, Sauv. fp. 10. 
a, Diarrhoea urinofa. 


This kind of diarrhoea, befides the matters ufually excreted, is 
attended with a copious deje€tion of the mucus of the inteftines, | 
with great pain; while the patient daily pines away, but witlout 
any fever. Perfons of all ages are liable to it, and it comes on 
ufually in the winter-time; but is fo obftinate that it will fome- 
times continue for years. In obitinate loofenefles of this kind, 
vomits frequently repeated are of the greateft fervice, and after= 


wards (No, 228.) It is alfo very beneficial to keep the body 
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warm, and rub the belly with: {timulating ointments; at the famé . 
tine that aftringent clyfters, rhubarb, and {tomachic medicines, are 
to’be exhibited. Starch clyfters (No. 358.) are very often effica= 
cious. Some kinds of loofenefs are contagious; and Sir John 
Pringle mentions a foldier who laboured under an obftinate diarre 
hoea, who infeéted all thofe who ufed the fame privy with himéelf. 
In a loofenefs which frequently followed a dyfentery, the fame 
author tells us that he began the cure by giving a vomit of ipeca- 
cuanha (No. 2.), after which he put the patients on a courfeof af-_ 
tringents. He ufed the following : 
(No. 349.) RK Extr. ligni Campechen, 3lij. 
Solve in Sp. cinnam, Zifs, 
Adde Tin. catechu 3i}. 
Aq. diftillat. 3vij. Fiat Miftura. . 
Of this the patient took two fpoonfuls once in four or five 
hours, and fometimes alfo an opiate at bed-time. He recom- 
mends the fame medicine in obftinate diarrhceas of all kinds. A 
decoction of fimarouba bar& was alfo found effectual when the , 
dyfenteric. fymptoms were gone off. Dr. Huck, who ufed this 
article in North America, alfo recommends it in diarrhceas. 
No. 350.) I Cort. Simaroub. 3ij. ad Ziij. . 
piste Coque in aq. font. lib. ifs. ad lib. je 
Cola ut frat decoétio, 
_ The whole of this quantity was taken within the day. Efe - 
began with the weakeft decoction ; and when the ftomach of the 
patient could eafily bear it, he then ordered the {trongeft: but at 
’ the fame time he acknowledges, that unlefs the fick found them- 
felves fenfibly better within three days from the time they began 
the medicine, they feldom afterwards received any benefit from it. 
But when all aflringents have failed, Sir Jobn Pringle informs us, 
he hath known a cure effeGed by a milk and farinaceous diet ; 
and he thinks, in all cafes, the diforder would be much more 
_ eafily removed, if the patients could be prevailed on to abftain en- 
tirely from fpirituous liquors and animal food. If the milk by 
itfelf fhould turn four on the ftomach, a third part of limeewater 
may be added. In one cafe he found a patient receive more bene- 
fit from good butter-milk than from fweet-milk. ‘Ehe chief 
drinks are decotions of barley, rice, calcined hartfhorn, (Ne.. 
231.), toaft and water, or milk and water, | oh 
Dr. Hugh Smith defcribes the cure of the diarrhoea in the fol- 
lowing way: ; 
If the difeafe fhould be owing to acrid, putrid, or bilious. 
_fordes, it will be neceffary to expel by the fhorteft method the 
irritating fomes. For this purpofe, an emetic of ipecacuanha, 


and afterwards a purgative with thubarb, will be expedient and 
advifable, | . 
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(No. 351-) R Rhabarb. in pulv. trit. gr. xij. 


Pulv. aromatic. gr. tj. 
Tinct. opii gtt. xv. 
Syr. € cort. aurant. q. s. 
Fiat Bolus nocte hora decubitus fumendus. 
Vel, (No. 352.) KR Tindt. rhabarb. | 
Aq. cinnam. aa 3}. ? 
Ting. opii gtt.xvj. Mifce fiat Hauftus. 
Vel, (No. 353.) R Inful. fennz, 33. 
. ~ Kali tartar. 373. , 
Sal. corn. cerv..vol. gr. viij. : 
Tinét. lavend. comp, 3}. Mifce fat Hauftus. 
When a purging fucceeds to an obftructed perfpiration, the flow 
of humours fhould be diverted from the inteftines to the fkin ; the 
iritation abated, and the mouths of the veffels, which throw out 
their contents into the inteflines, contracted and clofed, | 
Small dofes of ipecacuanha given at bed-time, will tend to di- 
vert the humours to the fkin; and medicines of the opiate, aftrine 
gent kind, will allay the irritation, and prevent too great a fecretion 
from the exhaling veffels. | 
(No. 354.) R Pulv, rad. ipecacuanh. gr. ij. ad iiije ce. 
Puly. aromatic. 3f. a 
Syr. e cort. aurant. q. f. M. 
Fiat Bolus, omni noct. hor. fomni fumendus. 
-(No. 355.) JR Ligni campechenf. raf. 3ij. : 
Cog. ex aq. fontan. q. f. ad colatur. 1b]. 
Adde, Tinét. japonic. 3). 


sooo 


M. capiat coch. ij. pro re nata. . 

In the Chronic Diarrhea, or purging of long. duration, the 
above method, efpecially if joined to exercife on horfeback, will 
moft frequently relieve. The ipecacuanha bolus above directed 
will much avail; even the rhubarb bolus will tend to ftrengthen 
the inteftines, and check the flux. 

When the purging is abated, the bark, well guarded with aro- 
matics and opiates, will bid fair to firengthen the habit, and pres 
vent a selapfe, | 
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(No. 357.) B Pulv. cinchone 3j. * 


Aq. cinnam. 
Vin. rub. aa 3]. ; 
Tinct. opii gtt. vij. 
Tinct. aromatic. 
Syr. croci, aa 3j. 
Mifce fiat Hauft. ter die fumendus. 

Sometimes a diarrhoea is accompanied by a Lenefmus, or almoft 
conftant indication to ftool, in which but litle except an acrid 
mucus is voided. This may be readily relieved by an invifcating 
and opiate clyfter. | 
(No, 358.) B Amyli, 3'f. is 

. ~ Cogue ex agq- fontan. Zvj. ad gelatin. confiftentiam. 
fidde, Conf. opiat. 3ij. 
Ol. olive 3}. | 
Mifce fiat enema pro re nata injiciend. 

The doétor appears to us to have directed opiates in this difeafe 
fomewhat too liberally. Indeed, as he treats diarrhoea and dyfen- 
tery in the fame chapter, much of his plan of cure may apply more 

“Immediately to the latter. 7 

Dr. Temple gives the following account of the treatment of 
diarrhoea. | Set aah 

~The acrid matter is to be evacuated by emetics, which fhould 
be frequently repeated, as they not only remove crude acrid mat- 
ters from the ftomach but determine to the fkin, and may prove 
very ferviceable by checking and counteracting, in fome degree, the 
increafed periftaltic motion. : 


} 


Laxatives, even of the mildeft kind, except at the very firft, are 


generally pernicious; and, afier vomiting, it is pethaps always 
better to give diluents anddemulcents, Rice or barley-water, with 
-'gumearabic, for the common drink, are proper. . 
(No. 359.) R Decoct, verbafe. 33). | 
uae '  Extra&. glycyrrhiz. 3). 
M. f. Hauft. 3a quaque hora fumendus. 
Vel, (No. 360.) B Decgét. ulmi inter. 31). 
 Tinét. tolutan. - ~ 
Syr.tolutan. aa 3j. M. f. Hauftus, 
_ Wel, (No. 361.) B Sperm. ceti (vit. ov. trit.) 3fs. 
cd cn fee ye A TCe LO MAREE, 
Syr. ejufdem aa 3}. : 
Aq. pure Zij.. M. f. Hauftus, 
Vel, (No. 362.) B Sem, lini 3). | 
Ss | ~~ Extract. glycyrrhiz. 3fs. aes 
Ag. fervent. 161). fae 
Macera per horas aliquot et cola, pro potu commune. 
The irritability of the inteftines will be leffened by adding a 


—— 
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proper quantity of the tinét. opii to the above draughts. In ob- 
{tinate cafes, bliftering the abdomen has good effects. 
Give abforbexts in the following way: 
(No. 363.) B Mitt. cretac. Zyj. 
; Tind. cinnam. comp. 3f{s. 
Syr. tolut. 311. 
M. capt. cochl. iij. amp. 3tia quaque hora, vel poft fing. fedes 
7 liquid. | 
Vel, (No. 364.) Ri: Pulv. e creta comp. cum Opio 
Confect. opiat. aa gr. xj. 
Aq. pure ij. 
M<« f. Haut. qta quaque hora fum. © 
Detur Decoé. corn. cery. pro potu ordinario. 
- The laxity of the inteftines muft be removed by aftringents, or 
perhaps it would be more accurate to fay, give the following me- 
dicines to increafe the action of the inteftinal abforbents : 
(No. 365.) KR Extract. hematox. ij. 
) Aq. pure 3y}j. 
Tine. catechu 3}j. 
Syr. papav. alb. Zis. 
M. capt. cochl. ij. 3tia quaque hora. 
Vel, (No. 366.) R Pulv. rad. tormentill. zfs. a 
; Mitt. cretac. 31]. me. 
Syr.tolut. 3j- 
M. ft. Hauft, 2tia quaque hora fum. 
Vel, (No. 367.) K Alum. — 
Pulv. cinchone aa gr. x. 
Mitt. cretac. ij. M. f Hauft. 4ta quaque 
hora fu. 
Vel, (No. 368) R Cathecu Zf{s. 
. Aq. pure 3xij. coque ad 3vj. 
Stet ut fiat depuratio per fubfad. et liquoris partem limpidam 
caute effunde. Adde. | 
Aq. cinnamom. 
Spt. cinnamom. aa 3j, 
Syr. papav. alb. fs. 
M. capt. cochl. 1j. 3tia quaque hora. | 
Vel, (No.369-) R Gum kino 3s. gtia quaque hora fumend. in 
, quovis vehiculo. shat 
Vel, (No. 370.) B Puly. cort. Anguftur. gr. x. ad 9). 
Tin&t. cinnamom. c. 3): 
Aq. menth. fativee 31). 
M. f. Hauft. ter in die fumendus. 
_ Obftrued perfpiration muft be reftored, or promoted, by keep- 
ing the body, and the extremities efpecially, warm, and by piving 
naufeating dofes of antim. tartarif. or ipecac.. iy | | 


/ 
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Sp, IV, The Ca@nprac Passtons 


Ceelica chylofa, Sauv. {p.-f, 
Coelica lactea, Sauy, fp. 4. 


There are very great differences among. phyficianis concerning 
the nature of this difeafe. Sauvages fays, from: Aretzus, it is a 
chronic flix, in-which the aliment is difcharged half digefted. Tt 
is attended with great pains of the ftomach, refembling the pricking 
of pins; rumbling avd flatus in the inteftines ; white ftools becaufe. 
deprived of bile, while the patient becomes weak and lean, The 
difeafe 1s tedious, periodical, and difficult to be cured. Sauvaces 
~ adds, that none of the moderns feem to have obferved the difeafe 
properly ; iince the excrefments indeed are white, on account of a 
* deficiency of: the bile; but the belly is bound as in the jaundice. 

Dr, Cullen fays there-is a deje€tion of a milky liquid of the nature 
of chyle; but this is treated by Vogelas avulgar error. Heaccufes 
the moderns ef copying from Aretzeus, who mentions white faeces 
‘as a fymptom of the difeafe; from whence authors have readily 
fallen into the notion that they never appeared of any other colour 
in perfons labouring under the coeliac paflion, This error quickly 
produced another, which has. been very generally received 5 
namely, thar the chyle was thrown out of the ladteals by reafon 
of fome obftruction there, and thus paffed along with the excre- 
ments; of which he fays there is not the leaft proof, and agrees 
with Aretzus that the whitenefs is only occafioned by the want of 
bile. He endeavours to prove at length, that the celiac. paffion ‘ 
can neither be occafioned by an. obftrudtion of the lacteals, nor of 
_ the mefenteric glands; though he owns that fuch as have died of 
this difeafe and were diffected, .had obftruGions in the mefenteric 
glands; but he denies that all thofe'in whom fuch obftructions oc- 
cur are fubject to the celiac paffion. He confiders the difeafe as arifa,* 
ing from a cachexy of the ftomachie and inteftinal juices; and directs 
the cure to be attempted by emetics, purgatives, antifeptics, and 


‘ 


tonics, as in other fpecies of diarrhoea. 


Sp, Ve. The Ligwrery. 


- 


“= Lienteria fpontanea, Sauv. fp. 2, 


ae j 
The lientery, according to Sauvages, differs from the coeliac 
aflion only in being a flighter fpecies of the difeafe. The aliment 
alles yety quickly through the inteftines, with fearce any altera, 
tion, ‘The patients do not complain of pain, but are fometimes — 
affected with an intolerable hunger, “The cure is to-be attempted” 
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‘by ftomachics and tonics, efpecially the Peruvian bark. This 
difeafe is moft common at the earlier periods of hfe; and then 
rhubarb in fmall quantities, particularly when combined with 
magnefia, is often productive of the beft effects, 


Sp. VI. The Hepatic Fux. — 
Hepatirrhoea inteftinalis, Sauv. fp. 2. 
The hepatic diarrhoea is by Sauvages defcribed as a flux of 


bloody ferous matter like the wafhings of fleth, i percolates 
through the coats of the inteftines by the means of the anaftomof- 


ing veffels. It is the coeliac paffion of Trallianus; and which, _ 


according to Sauvages, rerely, if ever, occurs as a primary difeafe, 
It has, however, been obferved to follow an inflammation of the 
liver, and then almoft always proves fatal. 


Genus LXIIl, DIABETES, 
A profufe difcharge of URINE, 


Diabetes, Sauv. gen. 263. Lin. 197. Vog. 115: Sag. gen. 
199. Yunck. 92. Debfon, Med. Obfervat. Vol. V. p, 298, 

_ Home’s Clinical Experiments, fect, xvi, 

Diurefis, Vog. 114. 


Sp. 1. The Diazeres with /weet Urine, 


‘Diabetes Anglicus, Sauv. fp. 2 Afead, on Poifons, Effay I. 
Ejufdem Monita Med. cap. ix. fet. 2. Dobfon in Lond, © 
Med. Obferv. Vol. V. art. 27. Adyers Diff, inaug. de Dia- 

' bere, Edin. 1779. | 


Diabetes febricofus, Sauv. fp, 7, Sydenh. Ep. refp, ad R, Brady. Ve 


Diabetes mellitus, Cyd. 
Sp. II. DraBetes with znfiprd Urine 
M. Lifter Exerc. Medicin. TI. de Diabete. 


Diabetes legitimus, Sauv. fp, 1. Areteus, de Morb, diuturn, lib, 


We Yen,’ 2., koe 
Diabetes ex’ vino, Sau, fp. §. Ephem. Germ. D. I, A. Il, 
— Obfery. 122; By Cag Pace 


1. Defeription.] The diabetes firft fhews itfelf by a drynefs of 
the mouth and thirit, white frothy fpittle, and the urine in fome- 
what larger quantity than ufual. A heat begins to be perceived 


F 
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in the bowels, which at firft is a little pungent, and gradually in- 
creafes. The thirft continues to augment by degrees, and the 
patient gradually lofes the power of retaining his urine for any 
‘dength of time. It is remarkable, that though the patients drink 
much, the quantity of urine always exceeds what is drank. In 
Dr. Home’s Clinical. Experiments we have an account of two 
patients labouring under this difeafe: one of them drank between 
ten and twelve Englith pints a-day without being fatisfied. The 
quantity was greater in the forenoon than in the afternoon. In 
the other the cafe was reverfed, He drank about four pints a-day, 
and more in the afternoon than the forenoon. he former paffed — 
from twelye €6 fifteen pints of urine in the day; the latter eleven 
or twelve; fo that his urine always exceeded his drink by eight or 
at leaftfeven pints. When the urine is retained a little while, 
there is a {welling in the loins, ilia, and teftes: in this difeafe the 
ftrength pradually decays; the fkin is dry and thrivelled ; gedema- 
tous fwellings arife in various parts of the body, but afterwards 
fubtide without relieving the difeafe in the leaft ; and the patient is 
frequently carried off by convulfions. : 
The moft fingular phenomenon in this difeafe is, that the urine 
_feems to be entirely’or very much diyefted. of \an animal nature, 
and to be largely impregnated with a faccharine falt fearcely dif- 
tinguifhable from_that obtained from.the fugar-cane. This difco- 
Very was firit made by Dr. Dobfon, of Liverpool; who made 
fome experiments on the urine of a perfon labouring under a dia- 
betes, who difcharged twenty-eight pints of urine every day, 
taking during the fame time from twelve to fourteen pounds of 
folid and liguid food. Some of this urine being fet afide, fell into 
a-{pontaneous effervefcence, changed firft into,a vinous liquor, 
and afterwards into an acetous one, before it became putrid and 


’ offenfive. Eight ounces of blood taken from the fame patient, 


feparated into craflamentum and ferum; the latter being {weet 
to the tafte, but lefs fo than the urine. “Two quarts of the urine 
evaporated to drynefs, left a white cake weighing four ounces two 
drachms and two feruples. This cake was granulated, and broke 
eafily between the fingers: it fmelled fweet like brown fugar ; 
neither could it by the tafte be diitinguithed from fugar, except 
that it left a flight fenfe of coolnefs on the tongue. "The experi- 
ment was repeated after the patient was recovered to fuch a degree 


"as to pafs oniy fourteen. pints of urine a-day.. There was now a 


ftrong urinous fmell during the evaporation; and the refiduum 


_- could not be procured in a folid form, but was blackifh, and much 


refembled very thick treacle. In Dr.-Home’s patients, the ferum 
of the blood had no preternatural fweetnefs ; in one of them the 
craflamentum was covered with a thick inflammatory cruft. In 
one of thefe patients the urine yielded an ounce and a half, and in- 
the other an‘ounce, of faccharine matter from each pound. It 


‘ dhe 
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had, however, an urinous finell, and a faline tafte mixed with the 
{weet one; and the urine of one, fermented, with yea{t, we are 
‘told, into “ tolerable fmall-beer.’”’ Both thefe patients. had a vo- 
“Tacious appetite, and perpetual gnawing fenfe of hunger; as had 
alio Dr, Dobfon’s patient. The infipid urine of thofe aftected 
with diabetes has not been examined by phyficians with fufficient 
accuracy to enable us to fpeak with confidence of its contents, 

2. Caufes.]) Thefe are exceedingly. obicure and uncertain ; 
{pafms of the nervous fyftem, debility, and every thing inducing 
it; but efpecially ftrong diuretics and immoderate venery, have 
been accufed as bringing on the diabetes. It has, however, oc- 
curred in perfons where none of all thefe caufes could be fufpected; 
nor have tue beft phyficians been able to determine it.» Diitec- 
tions have only fhewn that the kidneys were in an enlarged and 
fax flate. In one of Dr. Home’s patients who died, they {meiled 
four; which fhewed that the urine peculiar to diabetes came from 
the kidneys, and was not fenc directly from the inteftines by a re- 
trograde motion of the lymphatics,-as fome imagine, 

3. Prognofis.| The diabetes is rarely cured, unlefs when taken 
at the very beginning, which is feldom donc; and in a confirmed 
diabetes the prognofis muft therefore be unfavourable. 

4. Cure.] As there is reafon to believe that in this affection the 
morbid fecretion of urine, which is both preternatural in point of 
quantity and of quality, arifes from a morbid diminution or tone in 


the kidney, the great objeét in the cure mutt be the reftoration of ) 


due tone to the fecreting veffels of the kidney. But as even this 
diminifhed tone would not give rife to the peculiarly vitiated fecre- 
tion without a morbid fenfibility of that organ, it is neceflarily 
a fecond object to remove this morbid fenfibiluy. But befides this, 
the morbid fecretion of urine may alfo be counteracted both by 


‘a diminution of the determination of fluids to the kidney, and by , 


preventing the occurrence of fuperfiuous water in the general 
_ mafs of blood. | 

On thefe grounds the principal hopes of a cure.in this diieafe 
are from aftringent and ftrengthening medicines. Dr. Dobfon’s 
patient was relieved by the following remedies; whica, however, 
were frequently varied, as none of them produced their good eitects 
for any length of time: the bark in fubftance, with imali dofes of 
rhubarb; decoétion of the bark, wih the diluted acid of vitriol ; 
the cold infufion of the bark, of which he drank from a quert to 
two quarts daily; Dover’s powder; alum-whey ; lime-water ; 
antimonials combined with tuétura opi. “The warm bath was 
ufed occafionally when the fkin was remarkably hot and dry, 
and the patient complained of reftleffnefs and anxiety. “The unc- 
ture of cantharides was likewife tried; but he couid never: take 
more than twenty-five drops for a dofe, without -perceiving great 
uneafinefs in his bowels, The body was kept conitanily open, 


: 
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either with rhubarb or the infufion of feana joined with rhubarb, 
His common drinks were riceewater, barley-water, lime-water, 
and milk ; lime-water alone; fage, balm, or mint-tea; fmall- 
beer, fimple water, and watet acidulated with the vitriolic acid. 
in feven months thefe remedies, in whatever manner varied, made 
“no further progrefs in removing the difeafé: In Dr. Home’s 
patients, all thefe medicines, and many others, were tried with- 
out the leaft good effect ; infomuch that he ufes this remarkable 
expreffion: “ Thus, thefe two patients have exhaufted all that 
experience had ever recommended, and almoft all that theory 
could fuggeft ; yet, in both cafes, the difeafe has refitted all the 
means of cur€ ufed.’” It is remarkable, that though the feptics 
were given to both, in fuch quantity as evidently to produce‘ a 
putrefcency in the prime vie, the urine remained unaltered both 
in quantity and quality. pin 
Although this difeafe be frequently in its nature fo obftinate as 
to refift every mode of cure, yet there can’be no doubt that par- 
ticular remedies have fucceeded in different cafes. Dr. Brifbane 
relates feveral cafes cured by the ufe of tinture of- cantharides : 
and Dr. M*Cormick has related fome in the gth volume of the 
Edinburgh Medical Commentaries, which yielded to Dover’s 
powder after a variety of other remedies had been tried in vain. 
_ But an improvement of great magnitude has of late been fug- 


gefted by Dr. Rollo, furgeon-general of the Royal Artillery, 


who in a treatife on the Diabetes mellitus, worthy the perufal of 
every medical man, recommends a total abjtinence from vegetable 
food, together with the exhibition of fuch remedies as countera& 
the formation of /aecharine matter in the body, as the moft rational 
fyftem to be purfued. He fupports his opinion by various well- 


attelted facts, and relates fome very judicious and accurate che-. 


_ ileal experiments, inflituted to illuftrate the fubject. Dr. Rollo 
eonclades this part with the following refult: “1. That fugar 


confifts of carbon, hydrogene, and oxygene; and may be con-— 


fidered as a pure vegetable oxyde; 2d. That fugar of milk is 
compofed of the fame principle, but contains more oxygene, and 
confiderably lefs charcoal ; 3d. That gum differs from fugar, in 
containing; befides carbon, hydrogene, and oxygene, both lime 
and azote; 4th. That vegetable farina cannot be converted into 
faecharine matter, without the joint action of oxygene and water, 
the firft of which appears to be abforbed, and the laft decom- 
pofed during this procefs ; sth, That when fugar is deprived. of 
its oxygene, or combined with other fubftances, it lofes its 
characteriftic properties, and is no longer. fufceptible of the 
vinous fermentation; 6th, That neither vegetable nor anima] 
tnucilages, in their pure ftate, are fufceptible of this procefs. 
From a review of the whole, the propricty of the different 


 thedicines which the dodter recommends to be. employed iq 
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diabetes, muft be obvious; more particularly the pure alkalies, 
lime-water, and the different fulphurates, all of which counteragt 
the formation of faccharine matter in the ftemach.—We alfo 
readily fee the neceflity of a diet, confifting entirely of animal 
foed, being the only one which does not furnith oxygene, and 
that peculiar but fimple combination of carbone and hydrogene, 
conftituting the bafis of fugar, and without which it cannot be 
produced. | 


Many impartial practitioners have adduced inftances in proof — 


of the excellence of this practice, whilft others who appear to 
have given it a fair trial are inclined to reject it. We fhall en- 
deavour to afford the reader a fair opportunity of judging for 
himfelf, by fubmitting to his confideration fome of. the accounts 
that have been given in the Medical and Phyfical Journal. 

A cafe of the diabetes mellitus, which terminated in a com- 
plete, and, as far as can be judged from apparent circumflances, 
a permanent cure, by medicines abftracting oxygene trom the 
the fyftem, and a diet confafting totally of animal matter, is re- 
lated by Dr. Redfearn, of Lynn Regis. 

“« After perufing the firft edition of Dr. Rollo’s publication on 
the diabetes mellitus,’’ fays the author, “ Mr. Spurging, a re- 
{pectable farmer at Docking in this county, came to confult me, - - 
about the beginning of the year 1789, in a cafe of this diforder, 
which he had laboured under for near two years. It inftantly * 
occurred to my mind, that the nature of his diforder would afford 
a fair opportunity of trying the method recommended by Dr. 
Rollo, for treating this obftinate and troublefome difeafe. f 
therefore fuggefted to him the propriety, and abfolute neceffity, 
of abitaining rigidly from all fermented liquors and vegetables, 
with every thing elfe that could impart oxygene to the fyftem by. 
the prime vie ; and at the fame time ordered that his diet fhould 
coniift principally of fat. beef, pork, and fuch aliments as were 
of a grofs or unctuous quality, and moft likely to produce hydro- 
gene in the greateft abundance. My patient, dejected by a long 
and painful affliction, and extremely anxious to recover, complied 
with every prefcription, whether in a dietetic or medicinal point 
of view, with the ftricteft care and attention; declaring taat the 
moft naufeous medicines could not fhake his refolution to per- 
fevere in any courfe of phyfic, or regimen, which might be 
adopted towards his recovery. Deeply affected by bis fufferings, 
and defirous of contributing to his relief, I began with preferib- 
ing to him, when thirfty, to drink very weak brandy and water, 
with ten or twelve drops of the hepatifed ammonia, a bottle of 
which he was furnifhed wih, prepared as directed by Mr, 
Cruickthank, in Dr. Rollo’s publication. This he was defired to 
augment gradually, as his{tomach became habituated to its ftimu- 
lus ; and-the following medicines were adminiftered 
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Aluminis ufti 3iij. 
Kali preparati ij. 
Petrolei fulphurati q. s. 


Mifce, fiat ele&t, de quo capiat quant. nucis mofchate ter int - 


, die, horis duabus ante et poft prandium; et hora feptima vefper- 
tina fuperbib. cyathum mifturse fequentis : . F 
(No. 372.) B Aqua caleis Zxvj. 3 i ae 
Kali fulphurati 313. 

Mifce fiat miftura. 
(No. 373.) K,Natron preparati lené caleinati 3i. 

5 Saponis aibi Hifpanici div. 

_»  Mucilaginis gummi Arabici q. f. 
a fiant pilule triginta, quarum capiat quatuor fingula 

nocte. 


“It would be altogether fuperfluous, and perhaps impoffible, 
to enumerate the various diagnoftics concemitant on this difeafe, 


in different fubjects. The moft prominent fymptoms, that at- 


tended my patient, I fhall, however, briefly recount, viz. an in- 


tolerable thirft; parched fkin; tongue whitifh, and moift on its 
exterior furface, but reddifh on the external edges; faliva white, 
frothy, and extremely. vifcid, fo as to render ex{puition very dif- 
ficult; the profluvium urine limpid, and of a faccharine quality, 
and voided upon an average to the quantity of fix or feven 
quarts in the courfe of twenty-four hours. The watfting of the 
mufcular parts had been gradual from the very firft commence- 
ment of the difeafe; and from a corpulent habit he was reduced 
to a ftate bordering upon emaciation. | 


“ After this patient had perfevered in the above medicines and 


regimen during a fortnight only, he found his thirft by no means 
fo exceffive. The qnantity of his urine was contiderably dimi- 
nifhed, and became alfo of ‘a quality more urinous, and lefs 


fweet. His amendment continued to be progreflive, without | 


feeling any interruption, either from natural or adventitious 
caufes; and he was completely free from every fymptom of the 


difeafe in lefs than three months after the medicines were firft 


adminiftered. He never once deviated from the regimen pre- 
fcribed; nor omitted taking his medicines regularly, although 
_they were extremely. unpleafant. The hepatifed ammonia was 
increafed to thirty or forty drops at a dofe, without his expe- 
riencing any difagreeable effects from it, and he took of this 
article alone, nearly ten ounces. 


“« My patient has now continued perfectly well for more than 


eight months, nor has he taken any medicines fince, except half a 
pint of Schweppe’s double acidulated foda water, occafionally © 
prefcribed, with a little brandy, by way of beverage: and ale 


though he has indulged feyeral times in fermented liquor during 
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that period; no rélapfe has enfued from’ fuch indulgence ; and to” 
my: enquiries, very lately, he declared, that he never enjoyed a 


better ftate of health than he does at this moment. 


“The kali fulphuratum, or fulphuret of pot-afh, fhould be’ 


carefully infpe&ted by the faculty, when adminiltered as a medi- 


cine ; becaufe, when recently prepared, it is extremely caultic by” 


the difengagement of the carbonic acid from the pot-ath, during 
the procefs of preparing it.. In this ftate, more moderate dofes 


fhould be made ufe of ; but when it has regained this aériform’ 


elaftic fluid (the deprivation of which conftituted its caufticity), 


as it frequently does in the difpenfaries, by an expofure to the’ 


atmofpheric air, or for want of proper caution in being fecured 
from its contact ; whenever this happens, 1 have always found 
its exhibition of little avail, either in the diabetes, or in the re- 
moval or prevention of ptyalifm excited by mercury.”’ : 
Many other inftances of the fuccefs of this practice might be 
tranferibed, but it would extend this part of our work too con- 
fiderably ; we refer for further teftimonies to the printed works 


already mentioned; and fhall now give anextract from the account’ 


of diabetes and its treatment given by Dr. Lubbock of Norwich. 


“¢ In the full and ingenious publication of Dr. Rollo,” fays Dr.’ 


Lubbock, “a mode of treatment, faid to be efficient in diabetes, 
has been given to the medical world; but I think, in the fubfe- 


quent obfervations, it will appear, that this mode has proved un-"" 
fuccefsful in many ¢afes, although its application has been con-’ 


ducted with candour, and carried on with perfeverance. 


“© I fhall proceed therefore to detail the hiftory of fome cafes’ 


of this difeafe, which were taken into the Norfolk and Norwich 
hofpitals, the event of which, it would feem, has been unfavour- 


able to Dr. Rollo’s theory and treatment of it. And from the’ 
obfervation which I have been able to make upon this difeafe, I 


think I am warranted in faying, that a leaning towards what is 
marvellous has pervaded, and in fome meafure diftorted, the hif- 
tory of its fymptoms and phenomena from the earlieff times. 

“© Thomas Smith, et. 39, by trade a fhoemaker, was admitted 
into the hofpital, Dec. 21, 1799; he complained of an emacia- 
tion, which, he faid, had commenced about two years, and which 
had increafed move particularly during the laft twelve months. 
From his thrinking, the outlines of the face had become fo 
ftrong and prominent, as to convey to the moft common ob- 
ferver an idea of great difeafe. His fkin was harih and dry, and 
apparently altogether. impervious to the perfpirable fluids; he 
complained of great thirft, and of a fenfation of heat about the 
ftomach ; and upon enquiring, faid he made a large quantity of 
urine: His appetite was good, and the abdomen was fomewhat 
enlarged, but there was no particular irregularity of ftools.— 
He had no affection of the prepuce, but complained of weakyefs 
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of the loins; his fight was alfo weak, and the verge of the 
eye-lids was red and flightly inflamed, and the gums were fpongy 
and ulcerated. He had no particular pains. From the ema- — 
ciation, the direction of the mufcles and the courfe of the veins 
over the whole furface of the body were fo diftinét as to denore 
the total abfence of fatty matter. But notwithftanding this ap- 
pearance of difeafe, he poffeffed confiderable mufcular power (a 
citcumftance peculiar, almoft to diabetic macies), and had been 
able to work at his bufinefs. His mode of living had not been. 
marked by great intemperance, and he had only lately, from 
thirft, indulged in a freer ufe of malt liquor and other liquids. 
Having feen him a week previous to his admiffion into the ho- 
fpital, I defired him, during that interval, at different umes, to. 
meafure the quantity of urine paffed in twenty-four hours, and 
he found it vary from twenty-nine to thirty-one pints. After 
his admiffion, his urine was regularly collected, and meafured 
in the. prefence of the houfe apothecary, every twenty-four 
hours, beginning from Sunday noon, Dec. 22. The following 
table will exhibit the quantity of urine paffed daily, for the firft 
“few days ; but a daily report being tedious and unneceflary, after- 
wards the greateft and fmalleft quantities paffed during longer 
intervals are only noted. The figures above the line denote-the 
dates ; below the line, the quantity of urine paffed. There 
will alfo be found fubjoined, tables of the urine paffed by two. 
other diabetic patients. Of Richard Fofter, zt. 37, by trade a 
carpenter, who-was admittted into the hofpital, January 26, 1800, 
and who previoufly paffed about 12 pints of urine daily ;—of 
James Brown, wt. 43, by trade a weaver, admitted April 6, 
1799, who paffed from ten to fourteen pints daily, previous te 
admiffion. : 


4 


SMITH. 

Urine paffed in Jan..| Feb. Mar. 
24 hours previous | Dec.22 | 24 | 25 |26]27]28to|1 to} rto | x to 
to admiffion. to 23 31 31 | 28 | 24 

Piats 29 to 31 18 13.-4.[.9¢ (58°) 6 [5 1440) 4808 

if to 4 | to4 | tog 
| FOSTER. : 
Urine pafled in | ; Feb Mar, 
24 bours previous | Jan.26 | 28} 29 | 30} 31 T to 1 to 
,, to admiffion. to 27. , 28 23 
Pints 42 ede aca Va a Ce ibe 
43.1 34 | " 
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BROWNE. 
Urine patfed in 
24 hours previous | April | 8 | 9 | 10] 11] 12to] May 1 J 
_ to admiffion. 6 to7 30 to 26 
St ism 6 a ae 
I} 2 


Of thefe patients, two were of what is termed the fanguine tem- 
perament, having fair complexions and light hair; the third was 
fornewhat florid, but had dark hair. I have mentioned the pare 
ticulars of Smith’s fymptoms, his cafe being the more ftrongly 
marked; and. as the fymptoms of the other two cafes differed 
from his only in degree, excepting that Brown’s prepuce was 
affected with phymofis, and Fofter’s gums were not affected, 
‘I was of opinion any detail would be ufelefs. It fhould be ob- 
ferved, that the urine of all thefe patients was whey-coloured, 
{weet to the tafte, and had a violet {mell. 

‘The fame plan of diet was purfued by all thefe patients ; 
they were all allowed four pints of liquid daily, confiiting of 
two pints of milk, and of two pints of meat decoction, for the 
mot part beef, without any oatmeal or vegetable matter, and 
they had meat twice daily, viz. for dinner, and a {maller portion 
for fupper. Bread and beer and every article of vegetable pre- 
paration were prohibited, and I have the greateft reafon to fup- 
pofe thefe regulations were ftri€tly adhered to. It muft be ob-« 
ferved, the milk and meat deco¢tion were meafured with a com- 
mon tin beer meafure, and the meafure by which the urine dif. 
charged was eftimated was apothecary’s meafure ; and, upona 
comparifon, I found the pint beer meafure ufed, contained an 
ounce andia half more than the apothecary’s pint, fo that the 
four pints of liquid daily taken, would exceed in quantity four 
apothecary’s pints of urine difcharged by fix ounces, or be equal, 
to four pints fix ounces ; and it muit alfo be recollected, in addi. 
tion to the four pints taken, that thefe patients daily took from 
{ix to eight ounces of water, as a vehicle to the medicines which 
were thought neceffary, fo that the fum of the liquid daily taken 
may be faid to be nearly equal to five pints, apothecary’s meafure. _ 

© The medicines taken were kali praeparatum, natron prepar. 
aqua ammoniz pure, kali fulphurat. ammonia hepatizar. ferrum 
ammoniacale, &c. and they were given in fell dofes, and for the 
moft part under the infpection of the apothecary. 

“ This detail being premifed, [ fhall proceed to offer 2 few 
remarks, naturally arjfing during the treatment of thefe cafes, 
which, if well founded, may, by an applicetion to Diabetes in 
general, afford us more precife and accurate notions of it. 
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« The civcumftance more immediately and ftrongly affailing _ 


the attention, after the admiffion of thefe patients into the ho- 


fpital, was the immediate and fudden reduction of the urine, 
which, as may be feen from the annexed tables, took place in 
a very few days, and in a degree fo as not ‘to exceed the quan- 
tity of liquid taken. ‘This change taking place fo rapidly, ahd 
before the quality of the diet ordered, .or the effets of the me- 
dicines préetcribed, could have influenced the fyftem, awakened 
“insmy mind no fmall doubt of the truth of a propofition. con= 


cerning this difeafe, which has been univerfally admitted as true, 


from the time of» Areteeus to the prefent day ; viz. that ia this 
difeafe, the difcharge, of urine, in any given time, exceeds the 
liquid taken ia the fame time. The faéts arifing from the cafes 
above flated, tend in my mind to weaken the truth. of this pro- 
pofition, by fhewing, that the quantity of urine pafled bears a 
more direét ratio to the quantity of liquid taken, and by no means 


exceeds it. ‘Chat this is the cafe, 1 infer from the fore-men-— 


tioned tables ; and from our ignorance of any procefs or law of 
the animal economy, by which the liquid taken can, as fuch, 
‘be augmented ‘In quantity ; and laftly, from the various modes 
of treatment and theories of this difeafe, which have been fof- 
tered by the imagination, with. the fole view of preventing and 
explaining this multiplying procefs. - ; Fee Fae 

«© On this fubje& phytfiology affords us no affiftance, and ac- 
curate obfervation tells us, that the bafis of all the liquids either 
remaining in, or difcharged from, the animal machine, muft 
have been received from without; and an attention to the fore- 
going tables will fhew, that after the firft few days, the urine 
daily difcharged, continued, for weeks and months, to be leis 
than the liquids taken. . ‘ 

«. From thefe fats and refleCtions, I am induced to deny that 
part of the hiftory of this difeafe, that fays the quantity of urine 
paffed in a giving time, furpaffes the liquid taken. 
'  « And in carrying our enquiries further, and to the origin of 
this {uppofition, it 1s rendered probable that it commenced in the 
obfervations, either made by Aretaus himfelf, or received by 
him from others ; he having exprefsly and in terms faid, “ that 
the quantity of liquid taken is not equal to the quantity of urine, 
for that there is more urine paffed.”? Jam fully aware, that 


_Aretaus is ever quoted.as a model of precifion and accuracy in| 


"the sete of his hiftory’ of difeafes, and to doubt what antiquity 
has fenCtioned, and habit has confirmed, may be thought a bold, 
perhaps an invidious undertaking; yet, I hope I fhall not be 


charged with want of carfdour, when I fay, from a-review of 


the hiftory of Diahetes, as delivered by this author, that. it is 
more than probable his wonted judgment.has not been. exercifed 


+ 


as DYABRTES: | 431° 


it the detail of its fymptoms, either from the little opportunity 
which he had of feeing it, or from fecing it with a mind be-— 
numbed by'the impulfe of aftonifhment. ‘That fuch is the cafe, 
his firft remark will evirice, in which he fays, « that a wonder- 
ful phenomenon is the affection of Diabetes, and very rarely 
happening to man.’ And afterwards, in explaining more parti- 
ticularly the caufes of this diféafe, and confidering it ¢ as a deli- 
queftence or Cofverfion of the folids into’ a liquid form,’ it 
would feem, that Aretzeus found, to account for, and get 11d of 
the folids fo converted. into liquid, a fecond fuppofition was effen- 
tially neceflary; giving origin to the opinion in queftion, “ that the’ 
liquid difcharged by urine exceeded the liquor ingefta.””—This 
feems to me the origin of an error in the hiltory of this difeafe ; 
and to this fource the fanciful detail of cafes, the ftrange perverted 
telations in the collections of Schenkius, as well as of others, 
may be truly traced. ae eee 
Tf, however, it be provéd, that the urine difcharged does not 
exceed in quantity the liquid taken, an important conclufion 
readily prefents itfelf to the mind, which is, that the emaciation 
taking place in this difeafe does not arife from any lofs fuftaine 
by an undue or increafed quantity of ‘urine beyond the liquid’ 
taken; and therefore fome other caufe is neceflary to the ex- 
plaining this phenomenon. On the fame ground it may be ob- 
ferved, that the modes of treatment, inftituted folely with a re- 
ference to the increafed quantity of urine, are erroneous } and as 
_ fuch, the rubbing the furface with oil or unctuous fubftances, to 
preclude abforption from‘the atmofphere, is unneceflary, and in- 
efficient, as refulting from a principle falfe and imaginary. 
Neither, to explain this furplus of urine, is the ingenious con- 
jeGture of Dr. Rutherford better founded, conftituting the lungs . 
an elaboratory of water, and giving them the fun@tion of form- 
ing water, by the union of the hydrogen of the blood with ther 
_ oxygen of the atmofphere. And having rendered it improbable 
_ that the emaciation of Diabetes is conneéted with the quantity ~ 
of urine difcharged, I fhall proceed to confider the quality of 
diabetic urine as marked by a faccharire or honied tafte. This 
quality, obferved firt by Willis, has attracted the attention of 
_ later authors, and-more_ particularly of Dobfon and Rollo, who 
finding that a-greater quantity of extractive matter is produced 
by evaporation, from a given quantity of diabetic than from the 
aime quantity of healthy urine, have confidered ‘this faccharine 
product as a probable caufe of diabetic emaciation,s But it maybe 
doubted, and perhaps with juftice, whether the increafed portion 
of faccharine extract in diabetic urine, bé a caufe adequate to 
the explanation of the ftate of thrinking, and whether it be not 
rather an effect or concidence than a caufe.—In determining this 


¥ 


queftion, it will be neceffary, 
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ift. “ To compare the extraétive matter produced, by evapo 
rating equal quantities of diabetic and of healthy urine. 

ad. “ To compare the quantity of extractive matter obtained 
from a given quantity of diabetic urine, with the extractive mat- | 
ter contained in the fame quantity of liquid taken. And, ~ 

Laftly, “ To determise if the concurrence of any other caufes 
may not contribute to the increafe of extractive matter in diabe- 
tic urine, without fuppofing that the deftruction of the folids 
contributes to fuch increatfe. | : 

«© With a view to the determination of this queftion, a pint of 
Smith’s urine was evaporated, at four different umes, and the 
extractive matter was carefully collected; viz. a pint was eva- 
porated immediately upon his admiffion into the hofpital, at the 
period when he was pafling about thirty pints of urine daily, 
and, as near as may be, an ounce of faccharine extract was 
produced. In about a week, or as foon as the urine was re= 
duced to the limited quantity of liquid ordained, another pint was_ 
evaporated, yielding of extract fourteen drachms.. In a month: 
or five weeks after the adoption of his curative plan, a. third pint . 
gave only fix drachms of extract; and about a week before his. 
difcharge, another pint gave about an ounce of extract. 

“© To explain the fourteen drachms of extract found in eva- 
porating the fecond pint, it may be obferved, that this experiment’ 
took place as foon as the urine paffed was reduced fo as not to 
‘exceed the quantity of liquid daily ordered, and therefore ic was _ 
probable that all the extraétive matter contained in the greater 
quantity of liquid taken, previous to his admiffion, when he in- 
dulged his thirft (not to notice the folid), was not yet eliminated 
from the fyftem; fo that the liquids taken, being abridged to a 
given, and much fmaller quantity,. there was found, for a fhort. 
interval, in every pint of urine, a greater and unufual proportion 
of extraGive matter. This explanation being admitted, it will 
appear, thatithe extract of Smith’s urine, accurately fpeaking,. 
varied only from an ounce to fix drachms.. ay 

“ To find the difference between this quantity of extract aud’ 
that found in healthy urine, five pints of urine taken from healthy 
perfons were cautioufly and feparately evaporated, and it was. 
found the extraét produced,, varied from. half an ounce to rather 
more than fix drachms for each pint.. Hence thea it would 
appear, that the difference of the extractive products of healthy. 
and diabetic urine is not fo great as to afford a probable cavfe of 
the emaciation in. diabetes ;—and this will appear more fully 
hereafter, : 

“ But, in {peaking upon this fubje€t, permit me to fay, that a 
fingular concurrence of events, but, remotely connected, has. 
caught my attention in this difeafe; I refer to the conftant co- 
incidence of the parched and unperfpiring ‘kin with the. faccha—- 
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yime quality of the urine: this concurrence has induced me, at 
times, to believe that in this difeafe the want of perfpiratien, 
or of the excretion from the furface, was connected with the fac- 
charine quality of the urine; and this belief has received further 
fupport from an examination of the nature of the perfpirable 
fluids, and of the component parts of faccharine matter. It has 
been proved that fugar is, for the moft part, compofed of carbon, 
oxygen, and hydrogen, united ina certain ratio; and it appears, 
‘by the experiments of Cruikfhank and Abernethy, that, befides 
the occafional aqueous fluid difcharged daily from the furface of 
the body, about three gallons of carbonic acid are alfo loft to the 
fyftem by the perfpirable matter. Now fuppofing, as happens in 
diabetes, this perfpirable excretion, or carbonic acid, is fupprefled 
and retained in the fyftem, it is probable that the carbon and oxy- 
gen of the acid fo retained, by entering into a due combination 
with fome portion of the hydrogen of the animal body, may 
tend to the production of the faccharine matter of the urine; and 
as the carbonic acid is the general product of the vegetable 
world, it would follow, that its retention, in the animal body, 
may produce the phenomena of the defective animalization, cha- 
racterifing diabetes, as exhibited in the formation of fugar. 

“© Thus, in the preceding remarks, have I attempted, and I 
truft with impartiality, to invalidate certain data concerning the 
hiftory and theory of diabetes ; I have attempted to difprove the 
generally received notion, that in diabetes the urine is difcharged 
in a greater ratio than the liquid taken; and I alfo truft I have 
rendered it improbable that the quality or quantity of the ex- 
tractive matter difcharged by urine, is a principal caufe of the 
emaciation ; having thewn that fuch extraét may more juftly be. 
referred to that contained in the liquid and folids taken into the 
body ; and having made it probable that its faccharine quality 
may depend upon, or be connected with, the fupprefled perfpi-. 
rable matter. Hence then it is evident, that any mode of cure, 
or plan of treatment, inftituted folely with a reference to the in- 
creafed quantity or altered quality of the urine, muft be defec- 
tive and unfuccefsful; and, therefore, proceeding upon thefe 
erroneous principles, it will ceafe to be a matter of furprife, 
that, in the above cafes, I fhould have adopted the fuggeftions of 
Dr. Rollo, without the advantages I had been taught to expect. 
In the three cafes given above, a diet confifiling folely of animal 
food, with the free and full ufe of the different alkaline medicines, 
including a liberal ufe of hepatifed ammonia, effeCted little or no 
change in the general health—And in Smith’s cafe, although 
thefe regulations of diet and medicine were rigoroufly attended 
to, | cannot fay that any great or obfervable change was in- 
duced in the quality of the urine, which feemed, in a great 
meafure, to retain its faccharine tafte and violet fmell. And in 
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this cafe, fuppofing that the milk taken might keep up thefe ap- 
pearances, inftead of the two pints of milk two addiuonal pints 
ef ftrong meat decoction were fubftituted, fo that nothing but. 
highly animalifed food was taken; and under this plan he re- 
mained fome weeks, but without any real advantage. At lengih, 
after a due perfeverance, and becoming tired of the little variation 


_ of his food, his diet -was_ ordered, on a fudden, and without any > 


gradation, to be changed to the common hofpital diet, confifting 
of bread, vegetables, meat, malt liquor, and milk pottage, adhering 
however to the taking, in liquids, only four pints daily. ~ By this 
alteration of the nature of the liquids and folidstaken, no marked 
change in the quantity or quality of the urine was indueed, and 


he remained in the hofpital fome lime without any change in the 


urinary difcharge. — ; 
' © But it may be faid, that this patient had been in the ufe of 


an mal food fo long, that his fyfi'em was rendered proof again{t’ 
the influence of vegetable or mixed diet, as fhewn by increafing” 


the quantity or the faccharine quality of the urine s—in anfwer 
to which, it muft be permitted me to remark, that Fofter, an- 
other patient, had been, at the time in which Smith’s diet was 


changed, only about a fortnight. in the'hofpital, and had only for, | 


that time purfued the animal diet and alkaline medicines, and the 
urine difcharged was.in the ratio of four or five pints of the 
liquids taken, as the table will fhew; and to determine what 
change would be induced in the urine difcharged after fo limited 
an ufe of animal food and alkalies, he was alfo.ordered, on a 
-fudden, to take the ufual diet of the houfe, confifting of vege- 
tables, bread, malt liquor, meat, &c. but, on a cautious enquiry, 
it did not appear that the urine was increafed in quantity; and 
‘in, quality, fo far from exhibiting a more wheyifh or faccharine 
appearance, it was evidently, for fome days, of a higher or more 
amber colour. ~ i | 
' After this flatement, the power of a vegetable or mixed 
_ diet, in re-producing diabetes, by increafing the quantity or alter- 
ing the quality of the urine, may with reafon be doubted. 
“In the treatment of diabetes, patients are led, by the atten- 


tion given by medical men to the quantity and quality of the 


urine, to fuppofe the fole caufe of their difeafe’to be connected 
with the {tate of the urine; and, therefore, whenever either the 


quantity of urine is obferved to be reduced to the natural quan- 


tity, or the quality.of the urine is deemed more favourable, they 
fall into the greateft delufion refpeGting their general health, by 
aflerting.in terms that they are becoming well, or free from ditt 
eafe, although, at the fame time, the degree of emaciation ig 
evidently, growing worfe and advancing. This delufion was 
itrongly exemplified in the three cafes before mentioned, their 
language being, from the decreafe of their urine, that they had 
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loft their difeafe, although at the time they were gradually lofing 
flefh ; and it is not to be doubted, but that, at no diftant period, 


they will fall victims to the emaciation. ‘And to the fame end,. 


it may be obferved, in the various cafes reported in the accurate 
publication of Dr. Rollo, that very few, if any, excepting Capt. 
‘Meredith, feem to have regained their fleth, ‘although, from the 
urine being in quantity abridged by ‘an abridgment of the liquids 
taken, they were deemed to be cured. This continuance of the 
emaciation may be remarked in the cafe of Clarke, fo accurately 
reported by Dr. Gerard ; for this patient’s urine being reduced, 


he was difcharged as cured*by his phyfician, even at a time | 


when his emaciation was ftationary, or even increafing ; for being 
weighed upon the day of admiffion into the Liverpool jhofpital, 
and upon the day of his’ difcharge, it was found his weight had 
decreafed one pound. And the continuance of the macies in the 
cafes fo well defcribed by Dr. Cleghorn, and in the other cafes 
reported in Dr. Rollo’s book, proves the difeafed ftate to have 
been unaltered, and-to have refifted the curative means made ufe 
-of. And I have no hefitation in faying, that it is probable, fince 


the appearance of Dr. Rollo’s book, containing thofe cafes, . 


many of them are fuffering’ from greater. emaciation, or may 


have paid the debt of Nature: and“it would be an ufeful docu-' 


' ment to lay before the public, could Dr. Rollo procure from his 
correfpondents the particulars of every cafe that he has printed, 
fhewing their fubfequent. progrefs ; by which it might be known 
in what degree we may expect a fatal or falutary termination of 
this difeafe, | : ; My ‘ 

“¢ From all that has been faid, it would feem, that the leading 


eircumftance in diabetes is the macies, which, from the expe- 


rience which I have had of this difeafe, frequently comes on 
flowly and tacitly, the fubjects of it not perceiving or not feeling 
much deviation from health: in this way [have known perfons 
for three or four years: affe€ted with diabetes, but poflefling a 
degree of f{trength equal to the various exertions of pleafure 
or of bufinefs; and under this degree of diabetes, I have, at this 


+ 


time, two patients, who, excepting a flight and very gradual” 


’ wafting of the body, fome increafe of thirft, with occafional 
uneafy fenfations about the ftomach, to which may be added, 
feeblenefs of fight at times, and an habitual tendency to phy- 
motis, poflefs that degree of apparent health and ftrength that 
would miflead.a common obferver. - And to treat patients with, 
fo flight:a deviation from health, it muft be allowed, is an ardu- 
ous and dificult enterprife ; plans of diet may be-prefcribed, and 

. medicines may be ordéted, and the nature of their complaint may 
be duly pointed out to'them, yet'irregularity in their application 
will neceffarily occur, and a freqwent violation of all the necef- 


ary fajutary proceedings will take place; and, perhaps, from this’ 
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caufe it has happened, that I have not found even this incipient 
{tate of macies in diabetes removed; and when it is more ad- 
vanced, I have never feen it ‘yield to any curative meafures, but 
it has continued \to increafé more and more, till after a lingering 
and protracted wafting of the folids, the unhappy fufferer fome- 
times difplaying a countenance the moft hollow and haggard, 
with the different members, as it were, barely enveloped with the 
fkin, at other times prefenting an afpect bloated with anafarcous 
{wellings, finks gradually into the arms of death. And, as‘ has 
been before obferved, in this difeafe confiderable mufcular power: 
remains with great emaciation ; and this circumftance, I believe, 
has led very judicious pra€titioners to conclude, that diabetic 
patients have been materially relieved by certain curative means. 
But it is the emaciation that claims the frft attention of the phy- 
fician, for, without the removal 6f this fymptom, neither the re- 
duétion of the urine, the alteration of its quality, nor the appear-. 
ance of confiderable remaining mufcular power, will prove that 
the difeafe has yielded to any curative procels. | 
_& Thefe obfervations may have been lengthened beyond the 

limits intended ; fhould they, however, in any degree tend to 
convey to the mind, notions more accurate of the nature and 
treatment of diabetes, my principal obje€t, the promotion of 
medical {cience, will be attained. And I thall now only fubjoin 
a few general conclufions ; and, oe 

1ft. “ From what has been faid, it would feem, that in the 
nofological arrangement of diabetes, authors have materially erred, 
as it fhould neither be clafled with Cullen among the f{pafm1, nor 
with Sauvages and others among the fluxus and profluvia ; ac- 
cording to Cullen’s arrangement, it fhould fall under the clafs 
cachexia, and in the order marcores; and were I afked to give a 
definition of it, I fhould give the following, keeping in mind the 
conjecture of the connection of the retention of perfpiration 
with the faccharine quality of the urine, as caufe and effet: I 
fhould define it, | 

“ Macies (anidrotica) cum cute non perfpirante, cum urina 
mellita, et plerumque multa ex multo potu, et haud.raro cum 
palpebris, preputio et gingivis inilammatis. mae 

“< And as from experience it would feem that. this fpecies of 
macies has hitherto admitted of no fubftantial relief from medi- 
cal treatment, | am difpoted to confider it, with Selle and Neitz- 
kius, as a difeafe of the lymphatic fyftem. It muft be under- 
ftood, that-I am here {peaking of what may be termed idiopathic 
diabetes, and not of that fpecies which Sydenham and others - 
hhave mentioned as fupervening as a fymptom or fequela of acute 
difeafe, and which is of fhort duration. i 

ad. “ It is proved, that in diabetes the urine difcharged is in 
‘a dire ratio of the liquids taken; fo thatim the cafes reported — 
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by Dr. Rollo, it would feem, as the macies refnained unaltered, . 


that all that was effected by the curative plan was, by abridging 
the quantity of liquid taken to abridge the urine difcharged. 

gdly. ** And if the urine difcharged follows the liquid taken, 
it is evident the various alkaline preparations cannot influence the 
quantity of the urine; and from what has been faid, it may be 
much doubted, whether the quality of the urine is materially 
affected by them. ; | 

Laftly. “The occurrence of phymofis has been mentioned by 
roy friend, Dr. Girdleftone, as a conftant or pathognomonic 
fymptom of this diteafe; but I find this fymptom is dependent 
upon the formation of the prepuce, for in Smith and Fofer, the 
worlt cafes which I] have met with, this fymptom was abfent. 
This fymptom’ has, however, taken place in four other cafes 
which have fallen to my care, two of which poflefled fo much 
apparent health, that the obftinacy of this fymptom afforded a 
clue to the unravelling of the nature of the complaint. 


** And in treating of the extra€tive matter of diabetes, authors 


feem to have confined their attention to the condition of the 
urine, or of the liquid difcharged, confidering fuch matter as de- 
rivable folely from the fyftem, without carrying their thoughts to 
the examination of the extraCtive matter contained in the liquid 
received and taken into the body. Hence, if Smith paffed thirty 
pints of urine: daily, each pint yielding an ounce of extract, it 
would feem as if they concluded, that thirty ounces of extractive 
matter were taken from the fy{tem daily. But let it be remem- 
bered, that this man took daily thirty pints of liquid, confifting 
of porter and other malt liquor; of milk, water, &c.3; and that 
his appetite being good, he took freely of bread, meat, vegetables, 
&c.: then fuch liquids and folids will readily afford a caufe ade- 


quate to the production of the thirty ounces of extractive matter: 


contained in the thirty pints of urine pafled. 
** Hence it is probable the quality of the urine is net the 
caufe of the fhrinking, for the origin of the extraCtive matter 


found in the urine may be referred to that taken in by the liguids. 


and folids, without recurring to any lofs fuftained by the folid 
compages of the body and its confequent emaciation. : 

“* Further, thefe arguments againit the fuccharine matter as a 
caufe of the fhrinking in diabetes, will receive confiderable ac- 
ceflion of ftrength, from a comparifon of the nature and quan- 
tity of the liquids and folids taken daily by Smith after he had 
been in the hoipital fome time, with the quantity of extractive 
matter difcharged by urine daily. In this cafe, two pints of good 
milk, and two pints of ftrong meat decoction, were daily taken 3 
and alfo for dinner, not lefs than from fix to cight ounces of 
_ boiled beef or mutton; and for fupper, not lefs than from: three 
to four ounces of the fame meat were allowed. And after he 
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shad ufed this plan ft fome time, it was found by experiment, he 
difcharged daily from four pints to four pints anda half of uriney 
each pint yielding only fix drachms of extratt; for that, in 


twenty-four hours, little more than HlrectGnneale of extractive © 


matter were difcharged, a quantity which by no means equalled 
the extractive matter contained in the milk and the liquids taken 
daily; and therefore fome bio of the extraGtive matter of the 
liquids, and the whole, of the folids, might have been added to 
ithe fyftem, and might, notwithftanding the difcharge. by urine, 
‘feemingly, have anfwered all the purpofes of nutrition, and 
“might, of courfe, have pis as a barrier to the increafed 
‘emaciation, 

“1@ Andy moreover, that 1 the lofs of fiteflance- in diabetes is “not 
conneéted with any quality of the urine is further fubftantiated, 
when it is confidered, that allowing fome {mall increafed dif- 
charge of urinary exw matter in thefe cafes beyond what 
takes place’ in health, it is well known that fuch patients are 
faved any lofs from the fluids or folids of the body by the abfence 
of the wonted excretion of the furface, perfpiration fenfible and 
. anfenfible being as it were annihilated from the torpor and total 
mmaction of the peripiratory veilelg. And hence it wouldsappear, 
by the defeQ: of peripiration, a quantity of fluid and its extract 
is faved, and retained in the fy{tem, and perhaps more than a 
Goutter-balance to any increafed quantity of extra€tive matter 
difcharged by urine: and by this train of thinking, I have been 
induced to conclude, that the quality of the urine cannot be 
confidered as the caufe of the fhrinking in diabetes.” 

On this laboured difquifition our readers will make their own 
comments. We cannot, however, difmifs the fubjeé& without 


briefly. noticing the attempts which have been made to cure this: 


difeafe by the internal exhibition of mitxic acid. 
PaO rs following cafe of Diabetes Mellitus, faceefafully tr treated by 
the mitric_acid, was communicated to Dr. Gilby, of Bit mingham, 
by Mr. Chavaffe, furgeon in Walfail, and” publithed in the 
Medical and Phyfical Journal. 
“ Thomas Pitt, aged 64, applied to me,” fays Mr. ‘Chavafte, 
«¢ about ten weeks fince, with an inveterate diabetes. He had been 
@ hard drinker “for more than twenty: years, and had laboured 
aides a profufe difcharge of water for thirteen’ months... When 
he firft confulted me, he was making nine quarts of fweet urine 


im twenty-four hours: his pulfe was weak and frequent; his 


X 


thirft exceflive ; appetite very bad, and appearance cacheétic, : 


He was dweQed to live upon ‘animal food, to abftain from vege- 


tables, fugar, and all fermented liquors; but at any time, when’ 
unufually faint, to drink a few glaffes of fherry. He took vola~ 
cite and fixed ‘alkali alternately in the day, and opium at bed+ | 


ime. As the latter medicine produced, coftivenefs, he had 7es 
ey, | 


= 
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<ourfe to the flowers of fulphur to. remove that inconvenience, 
He -perfifted in. following ‘thefe rules for twelve days 3, but -as 
edematous {welling of the lower extremities came on, accom- 
panied with increafed debility, hetic fever, and ‘urinous fecre- 
tion, I thought m pruddnt to abandon this plan. He was now 
directed to take everystwo hours, two ounces of a mixture, com- 
poled of a drachm ‘of. nitric acid, a quart of warer, and. one 


ounce of the fyrup of ginger; to relinquith the ufe of his Opium; ” 
to eat any kind of food his ftomach would prefer ; to drink porter. - 


at his meals, and four glaffes of port wine after dinner. At the 

expiration of a week, he ¢alled on me again; I found his gene- 

_Yal health much improved, and. the quantity of urine evacuated 
was diminifhed to feven quarts. Wearing the acid might irritate 

‘the bowels, the ufe of it was reduced to every four hours; and 
he continued taking that dofe for twelve days longer, when I 

found him convaleicent, and making only five quarts of water in 

the day and night. . Sufpe@ing that this favourable change 

might be the refult of a change of diet, I dire&ted him to eat and 

drink as he had done the laft. nineteen days, to difcontinue all 

medicines, and to call.on me again ina week. I conjectured 
erroneduily, for five days lad {earce elapfed, when the anafar- 

cous fymptoms and increafed fecretion of urine’ both returned, | 

He then regularly perfifted in taking the nitric acid every four 

hours for a month; when the eficacy of the medicine. was /as 

confpicuaus as before. He now enjoys better health than he has 

done for years, and his flow of urine is as moderate as it ever 

had been.” i | 
This cafe is preceded by four others, much in detail, by Dr. 
» Gilby. Three of thefe terminated favourably, and the fourth was 


greatly relieved by the aitrous acid. 
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Fyfteria, Savv. gen, 13%. Lin. 126; Vog. 219. Sag. gen. 242. 

Malum hyftericum, Hlofim. IML. go. TUCKS 36%.) on? oe 

Affectio hyfterica, Willis de Morb. Convulfv. Can! KadiOy £1 
Sydenham Diff. Epift. ad G. Cole. Whytt on Nervous Dit 


orders. 


I. Defeription.] The hyfteria is a convulfive difeafe, which | 


comes on at uncertain intervals, fometimes longer and fometimes 
fhorter, but at no ftated time. The paroxy{ms commonly begin 


with a languor and debility of the whole body ; yawning, ftretch-_ 


ing, and reftlefinefs. A fenfe of coldne{s"alfo in the extremities 
almoft always precedes, and for the moft part remains during the 
Whole time of the paroxyim. Lo this fometimes fucceeds a 
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fenfe of heat; and the two fenfations alternate with each other 
in different parts of the body. ‘The face is femetimes flufhed and 
fometimes pale; and fometimes the palenefs and flufhing come 
alternately. There is a violent pain in the head; the eyes be- 
come dim, and pour out-tears; there is a rumbling and inflation 
of the inteftines ; a fenfation is felt like that of a globe afcending 
from the lower part of the abdomen or hypogalftrium, which 
fometimes feems to roll along the whole alimentary canal. It 
afcends to the ftomach, fometimes fuddenly, fometimes flowly ; 
and there produces a fenfe of inflation and weight, together with 
anxiety, naufea, and vomiting. At laft it comes up to the throat, 
avhere it produces a fenfe of faffocation, and difficulty of breath- 
ing or fwallowing. During this time there are the moft violent 
pains both in the external and internal parts of the abdomen ; the 
mufcles are convulied; the umbilicus is drawn inwards; and 
there ate frequently fuch fpafms of the inteftines, that neither 
clyfters can be injected, nor even flatus pafs downwards. Some- 
times the paroxyim remits after thele fymptoms ‘have continued 
for a certain time, but more frequently the patients fall into 
fainting fits; fometimes they lie without motion, as if they were 
in a deep fleep ; fometimes they beat their breafts violently and 
continually with their hands, and fometimes they are feized with 
general convulfions, and the difeafe puts on the appearance of an 
epilepfy. In fome patients the extremities become cold and ftiff, 
and the body has the appearance of one in a catalepfy. Some~ 
times a moft violent beating pain takes place in fome part of the 
head, as if a nail was driving into it, and all vifible objects feem 
to turn round; grievous pains attack the leins, back, and bladder, 
and the patients make a furprifing quantity of urine as limpid as. 
water ; which laft is one of the fureft figns of the difeafe. The 
mind is very much affeted as well as the body. Sometimes the 
patients are tormented with vain fears; fometimes they will 
Jaugh, at other times cry immoderately’s and fometimes their 
temper becomes fo pecvilh and fretful, that they cannot enjoy a 
moment’s quiet. : The appearances which take place in this 
affection are, indeed, fo varied, that they can hardly be enume- 
rated : they may,. however, with propriety be divided into hyfteric - 
fits, which very much refemble thole of epilepfy, excepting that 
they are not attended with an abolition of the internal fenfes ; 
and hyfteric fymptoms, fuch as the globus hyffericus, clavus byfteri- 
cus, and the like, which are chiefly known to conftitute a part of 
this difeafe from being obferved to alternate with fits. _ 

2. Caujes.] The general caufe of hyfteria is thought by the 
. beft phyficians to confift in a too great mobility and irritation of the 
nervous fyftem, and of confequence the difeafe may be brought 
on by whatever debilitates and renders the body irritable. Hence 
it matt frequently attacks females of a weak and lax habit of 
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body, though there are fome inftances of men alfo attacked by it. 
it generally comes on between the age of puberty and thirty-five, 
and makes its attacks during the time of menftruation more fre. 
quently than at any other. It alfo more frequently feizes barren 
women and young widows, than fuch as are bearing children. 

3. Prognofts.) Though the appearance of this ‘difeafe be fo 
very terrible, it feldom proves mortal unlefs by wrong treatment 2, 
but, notwithftanding this, it is extremely difficult of cure, and 
rarcly admits of any thing elfe than being palliated ;’ for though 
it fhould feem to be conquered by medicine for a time, it very 
quickly returns, and that from the llighteft caufes. 

4. Cure.) ‘The ends principally to be aimed at in the cure of 
this difeafe are, in the firft place, the removal of particular con- 
vulfive or fpafmodic affections immediately producing various. 
appearances in the difeafe, whether under the form‘ of proper 
hytteric fits, or merely of what may be called hyfteric fymptoms ;, 
and in the fecond place, the prevention of the return of fymp- 
toms after they have been removed, by the employment of proper 
remedies, during thofe intervals, from complaints which patients 
-often have when labouring under this affeétion. 

The mott powerful remedy hitherto difcoyered in hyfteric cafes: 
ig opium, or the tinéture of it. By this commonly the moft vio— 
lent paroxyfms are ftopped, though it be infufficient to accomplifhy 
a radical cure. In Dr. Home’s Clinical Experiments we find an 
inftance of a cure performed by venefeétion, though this remedy 
has been generally condemned in hyfterical cafes. Affafetida. 
Jeems to ftand next in virtue to opium; though with fome it 
difagrees, and occafions pains in the ftomach and vomiting.. 
4Ether will alfo frequently remove an hyfteric fit: but its effeéts 
are of fhort duration: and if it do not effeét a cure foon after 
its exhibition, no fervice is to be expected either by perfeverance 
in the ufe of it or by increafing the dofe, and with fome confti- 
tutions it difagrees to fuch a degree'as to occafion convulfions. Tf 
the patient be feized with a violent fit, fo that the can fwallow 
nothing, which is frequently the cafe, it will be proper to apply 
fome {trong volatile alkali to her nofe; or if that be not at hand,. 
the vapour of burning feathers is fometimes very efficacious. In 
fome inftances benefit is derived from the fudden application of 
cold water to the face or hands; but {till more frequently the 
application of water in a tepid flate, particularly the warm pedi- 
luvium, is found to be. of very great fervice in bringing about a 
favourable termination of different violent hyfteric fymptoms. A 
platter of galbanum and aflafcetida will alfo prove ferviceable :. 
but it muft be remembered, that none of thefe things will pre- 
vent the return of the difeafe; and therefore a radical cure is to. 
be attempted, in the abfence of the fits, by exercife, the Peruvian. 
bark, chalybeates, mineral waters, and other tonics; but particu-- 
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larly, when the ftate of the patient is fuch as to be able to bear 
it, by the ufe of the cold bath, which, where it does not difagree’ 
with the conftitution, is ofteu of the greateft fervice in prevent-~ 
ing returns of: this affection. ) Ebi, 
Dr. Saunders gives the following inflrudtions relative to the 
treatment of hyiteria. He fays, é . 
In the paroxyims we fhould attempt to quiet the fpafms and 
convulfions, “hy | 
(1) In cafes of plethora, where the head is much affected, by 
bleeding. | . 
(2) By the ufe of antifpafmodics. 
(3) By friGion of the lower extremities. 
_ (4) By the pediluvium. 
\.(5) By antifpafmodic and anodyne clyfters. 
In the interval of the paroxyfim, ~ ie 
_ By ftrengthening the nervous fyftem, and thereby removing 
the morbid irritability of it. et | ; 
(1). By gentle evacuations from the prime vie. 
(2) By bitter and tonic remedies. 
(3) By exercife, efpecially on horfeback. 
(4) By chalybeates, — | ti 
- (s) By a milk diet in fome cafes, where other remedies are 
found ineffe€tual. pe tie Bes 
(6) By retloring fuppreffed evacuations. bated 
In fome cafes of great irritation, the doétor obferves, that 
matrimony, and the antiphlogiltic regimen, anfwer beft. 
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Genus LXIV. HYDROPHOBIA. | 
The Dread of WATER. | 


Hydrophobia, Sauv. gen. 231.. Lin. 86. Vog. 30. Sag. gen. 
343. Boerb. 1138. Funck. 124. Mead on poifons. Default 
fur la rage. Sauv. difl. fur Ja rage. “ames on canine mad- 
nefs, Dalby, on the virtues of cinnaber and mufk againft the 
bite of a mad dog. Nugent on the hydrophobia. Choi/el, 
Nouvelle methode pour le traitement de la rage. “Fournal 

, de Medecine, pafim. Medical Obf. and Inquiries, vol. ili. 
art. 34, vol. v. art. 20. 26. and App. Med. Tranfaét. vol. ii. 
art. ¢. 12. and 15. Hey/ham, Diff. inaug. de rab, canin, 
‘Edigb. 17474. Parry, Diff. inaug. de rab. contagiof. five 
canin. Edinb, 1778. | Andry, Recherches fur la ragey 17786 _ 
Vaughan, Cafes of hydiophobia, fecond edit. 1778. Houl/long 
Effay on Poifons, 1776. 


Sp. I. Hydrophebia Rabiofa, or Hydrophobia confequent on 
the bite of a Wad Animal. 
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It isthe opinion of fome, that Dr. Cullen has done wrong in 
employing the term hydrophobia as a generic name, under which 
canine madnefs is included: and jt mult be allowed, that the dread 
of water, while it is not univerfal, is alfo a fymptom occurring 

‘only late in the difeafe, at leaft in the greater number of cafes. 
Perhaps his arrangement would have been lef{s exceptionable, if, 
following Linnzus, he had adopted rabies as a generic term, and 
had diflinguithed. this particular f{pécies by the epither of caning 
contagiofa, or the like. Difputes, however, about names, are in 
general not very important; and it is fufGcjent to obferve, that the 
affection now to be treated of is canine 'madnefs or that difeafe 
which arifes from the bite ofa mad animal, | | 

1. Defcription.}|. This difeafe commonly does «not make. its: 
attack till a confiderable time after the bite. In fome few inftanees 
it has commenced in feven or eight days fram the accident: but 
generally the patient continues in health for 20, 30, or 40 days, 
or even much longer. - The bite, if not prevented, will in genera} 

be healed long before that time, frequently with the greatett eafe; 

/though fometimes it refifts all kinds of healing applications, and 

forms a running ulcer which ‘difcharges a quantity of. matter for 
many days. It has been {aid that the nearer the wounded place is 
to the falivary glands, the fooner the {fymptoms of hydrophobia 
appear, The approach of the difeafe is known by the cicatrix of. 
the wound: becoming high, hard, and elevated, and by a peculiar 
fenfe of ptickling at the part; pains thoot froin it towards the - 
throat; fometimes it is furrounded with livid or red {treaks, and 
feems to be in a ftate of inflammation ; though frequently there 
is nothing remarkable to be obférved about it. The patient be- 
comes melancholy, loves folitude, and has ficknefs at {tomach. 
Sometimes the peculiar fymptom of the difeale, the dread of water, 
comes on all atonce. We have an inftance of one who, having 
taken a vomit of ipecacuanha for the ficknefs he felt at his {ftomach, 
was feized with the hydrophobia in the. time he was drinking the 
warim water. Sometimes the difeafe begins like a common, fore 
throat; and the forenefs daily increafing, the hydrophobic fymp~ 
toms fhew ‘themfelves like a convulfive {pafm of the mufeles of 
the fauces. In others,-the mind feems to be primarily atfeted, 
and they have a real dread of water or any tiguid, before. they try 
whether they can {wallow it or not. — Dr. James, in his tréatife 

on canine madnefs, mentions a boy fent out to ff two bottles. , 

with water, who was fo terrified by the noife of the liquid: running 
into them, that he fled into thre houfe crying out that he was be- 
witched. He mentions alfo the cafe of a farmer, who, going to 


draw fome ale from a cafk, was terrified to fuch a degree at its ~ 


Tunning into the veffel, that he ran out in great hafte with the 
seeing Ato the - “ Blea, | 


| oe 


a 
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fpigot in his hand. But in whatever manner this fymptom cores 
on, it is certain that the moft painful fenfations accompany every 
attempt to fwallow liquids. Nay, the bare fight of water, of a 
looking-glafs, of any thing clear or pellucid, will give the utmoft 
uneafinels, or even throw the patient into convulfions. 

With'regard to the affection of the mind itfelf in this difeafe, 
it does not appear that the patients are deprived of reafon. Some 
have, merely by the dint of refolution, conquered the dread of 
water, though they never could conquer the convulfive motions 
which the contact of liquids occafioned : while this refolution has 
been of no avail; for the convulfions and other fymptoms increaf- 
ing, have almoft always deftroyed the unhappy fufferers. . 

tn this difeafe there feems to be an extreme fenfibility and irri- 
tability of the nervous fyftem. ‘The eyes cannot bear the light, 
or the fight of any thing white; the leaft touch or motion offends” 
them ; and they want to be kept as quiet and in as dark a place as 
poffible. Some complain of the coldnefs of air, frequently when 
it is really warm. Others complain of violent heat, and havea 
great defire for cold air, which yet never fails to increafe the fymp- 
toms, In all there is a great flow of vifcid faliva into the mouth, 
which is exceedingly troublefome to the patient, as it has the fame 
effeé&t upon the fauces that other liquids have. ‘This, therefore, 
is perpetually blown off with violence, which, in a patient of Dr. 
Fothergill’s, occafioned a noife not unlike the hollow barking of a 
dog, and which he conjectures might have given rife to the com- 
mon notion that hydrophobous patients bark like dogs. They have 
an infatiable thirit, but are unable to get down any drink, except 
with the utmoft difficulty; though fometimes they can {wallow 
bread foaked in liquids, flices of oranges, or other fruits. “There 


“js a pain under the fcrobiculus cordis, as in the tetanus; and the 


patients mournfully point to that place as the feat of the difeafe. 
Dr. Vaughan is of opinion that it is this pain, rather than any 
difficulty in fwallowing, which difireffes the patient on every at- 
tempt to drink. The voice is commonly plaintive and mournful ; 
but Dr. Vaughan tells us, there is a mixture of fiercenefs and ti- 
midity in the countenance which he cannot defcribe, but by which 
he could know a hydrophobous perfon without afking any quef- 
tions. my 

In this diflemper, indeed, the fymptoms are {o various, that they 
cannot be enumerated; for we feldom read two cafes of hydro- 
phobia which do not differ very remarkably in this refpect. Some 
feem to have, at times, a furious delirium,-.and an inclination to 
fpit at or bite the by-ftanders ; while others fhew no fuch inclina- 
tion, but will even fuffer people to wipe the infide of their mouths, 
with the corner of a handkerchief, in.order to clear away the vifcid 
{iliva which is ready to fuffocate them. In fome male patients 
there is an involuntary ereStion of the penis, and emiffion of the 
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femen ; and the urine is forced away by the frequent return of the 


fpafms. “Ina letter from Dr. Wolf, of Warfaw, to Henry Baker, 
F.R.S, dated Warfaw, Sept. 26th, 1776, we have the following 
melancholy account of ihe cafes.of five perfons who died of “the 
hydrophobia: « None of them quite loft their righe fenfes; but 
they were all talking without intermiffion, praying, jamenting, | 
defpairing, curfing, fighing, {pitting a frothy faliva, fereeching, 
fometimes belching, retching, but rarely vomitings Every mem- 
ber is convulfed by fits, but moft violently from the navel up to" 


the breaft and cefophagus. : The fit comes on every quarter of an , 


hour; the fauces are not red, nor the tongue dry. The pulfe is 
not at all feverith ; and when the fit is over, nearly like a found pulfe. 
The face grows pale, then-brown, and during the fit almoft black; 
the lips livid; the head is drowfy, and the ears tingling: the urine 
limpid. At laft they grow weary; the fits are lets violent, and 
ceafe towards the end; the pulfe becomes weak, imtermittent, and 
not very quick; they fweat, and at laft the whole body becomes 
cold. “hey compofe themfelves quietly, as if to get flcep, and fo. 
they expire. ‘The blood drawn a few hours before death appears 
good in every refpeét. A general oblervation was, that the lint and . 
dreffings of the wounds, even when dry, were always blick, and 
that when the pus was very good in colour and appearance,”? In 
one of Dr. Welf’s: patients who recovered, the blocd flunk ins. 
toleraby as it was drawn from a vein; and one of Mr. Vaughan’s 
patients complained of an intolerable fetid fimell proceeding from 


the wounded part, though nobody but himfelf could perceive it. - 


In general, the violent convuifions ceafe a fhort time before death ; 
and even the hydrophobia goes off, fo‘that the patients can drink 
freely. But this does not always happen; for Mr. Vaughan men- 
tions the cafe of a patient, in'whom, “ when hehad in appearance 
ceafed to breathe, the fpafmus cynicus was obfervable, with an 
odd convulfive motion in the mufcles of the face; and the {trange 
contrariety which took place in the action of thefe produced the 


moft horrid aflemblage of features that can well be conceived.- © 


Of this patient alfo it was remarkable, that in the laft hours of his 
life he ceafed to call for drink, which had been his conftant rea 
queft ; but was perpetually afking for fomething to eat.” 

. The hydrophobia feems'to be a fymptom peculiar to thehuman 
race; for the mad animals which communicate the infection, do 
not feem to have any dread of water. Dr. Wolf, in the letter 
above quoted, fays in general, that cattle bit at the fame time, and 
by the iame animal (a mad wolf); which bit the perions whofe 
cafes he related, died nearly with the fame frightful raging a$ the” 
men; but fays nothing of their having any hydrophobia: nay Dr. 

James and fome others affert, that the hydrophobia is not always. 
an attendant on Tabies canina in the human race; and indeed it is 
- VoL. I, “4 Aaa ae 
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certain that the difeafe has proved mortal after this terrible fymptom 
has been removed. With regardto the fymptoms of madnefs indogs, 
they are very equivocal ; and thofe particularly enumerated by fome 
authors, are only fuch as might be expected in dogs much heated 
or agitated by being violently purfued and ftruck. One fymptom 
indeed, if it could be-depended upon, would determine the matter; . 
namely, that all other dogs avoid and run away from one that is 


mad; and even large dogs will not attack one of the fmalleft fize 


who is infeéted with this difeafe. Upon this fuppofition they point 
out a method of difcovering whether a dog who hath been killed 
was realy mad or not; namely, by rubbing a piece of meat along 
the infide of his mouth, and then offering It to a found dog. _ If the 
fatter eats it, it is a fign the dog was not nad; but if the other re- 
jects it with a kind of howling noife, it is certain that he was. Dr. 
James tells us, that among dogs the difeafe is infeCtious by ftaying 
in the fame place; and that, after a kennel has been once infected, — 
the dogs pat into it will be, for a confiderable time afterwards, in 
danger of going madalfo. A remedy for this, he fays, is, to keep 
gecte for fome time in the kennel. He rejeéts as fale the opinion 
that dogs when going mad will not bark:; though he owns that 
there is a very confiderable change in their bark, which becomes 
hoarfe and hollow. Ser : ‘ rare 

2. Causes, &c.] Inno difeafe whatever are'we more at a lofs ta 
difcover the caufes than in the hydrophobia. In dogs, foxes, and 
wolves, it feems to come on fpontaneoutly 5 though this is con- 
tefted by fome authors. °It is faid, that the caufes commonly af- 
figned, viz. heat, feeding upon putrid flefh, want of water, &c. are 
not fuficient for producing the dittemper. Tt does not appear that- 
madnefs is mere frequent among dogs in the warm than in the 
cold climates; nay, in the ifland of Antigua, where the climate is 
very hot, and the water, very {carce, this diftemper has never, it is 
faid, been obferved. Asto putrid aliment, it feems natural for dogs 
to prefer this to any other, and they have been known to fubhitt 
upon it for a long ume without any detriment. For thefe rea- 
fons, we think the difeafe ariles from a fpecific contagion, like the 
{mall-pox and meailes among the human_race, which, being once 
produced by caufes unanown,: continues to be propagated by tlre 
intercourfe which dogs tave.with each other, as the difeafes jit 
‘mentioned coniinue to be propagated among the human race, by 
means of the jntercourfe which they have with one another. 
With regard to the immedjite canle among mankind, there 18 
not the leaf doubt that the hydrophobia is occafioned by the faliva 
of the mad animal being mixed with the blood. It does not ap- 
pear that this can operate through the cuticula; but, when that iS 


‘rubbed off, the fmalleft quantity 1s {uficient to communicate the 


difeafe, and a flight {cratch with the teeth of a mad animal has been 


_ found as pernicious asa large wound. It is certain alfo, that the 
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infection has heen communicated by the bites of dogs, cats, wolves, 
foxes, weafels, {wine, and even cocks and hens, when in a ftate of 
madnefs. But it does not appear-that the diftemper is communi- 
cable from one hydrophobous perfon to another, by means of the 
bite, or any other way. Dr. Vaughan inoculated a dog with the 
faliva of a hydrophobous child, but the animal continued free from 
_ difeafe for two months; and though the doétor promifed to inform 
the public if it fhould happen to occur afterwards, nothing has 
hitherto appeared on that fubje&t, A nurfe alfo frequéntly kiffed 
the child during this time of his diforder, but no: bad conféquence 
entued. aR : Aap 
When we attempt to inveftigate the nature of the caufe of the 
Ahydrophobia by diffeCtions, our enquiries are commonly difap- 
pointed. In two bodies opened by Dr. Vaughan, there ‘was not 
the leaft morbid appearance ; in the very fauces, where we might 
have expected that the difeafe would have fhewn itfelf moft evi- 
dently, there was not the leaft appearance even of inflammation. 
The ftomach, inteftines, diaphragm, cefophagus, &c. were all ina 
natural ftate: neither do we find in authors of credit any certain 
accounts of morbid appearances in the bodies of hydrophobous 
perfons after death, Dr. Vaughan therefore concludes, that the 
poifon acts upon the nervous fyftem; and is fo wholly confined to 
it, that it may be doubted whether the qualities of the blood are 
altered by it or not; and that it ats upon the nerves by impairing 
and difturbing their funétions to fuch a degree as fpeedily toend 
in a total extinétion of the yital principle. “As to the dificulty 
in fwallowing, generally believed to accompany dread of ,the 
water, he treats it as a mifreprefentation, as well as that the cefo- 
phagus with the mufcles fubfervient to deglutition are efpeciall 
concerned in this difeafe. ‘The principal. foundation of the evil, 
he thinks, refts on a morbid fenfibility, both of the external and 
internal fauces. For the fight of a liquid, or the application of 
any fubftance to the internal fauces, but more efpecially of a fluid, 
inftantly excites the moft painful feelings. Nay, the fame fymp- 
toms are produced by touching the external fauces with a fluid, or 
by the contact of cold air with thefe parts; and nearly in as great 
a degree. But a folid or a fluid fubftance being conveyed into the 
cefophagus, the tranfit into the ftomach is accomplifhed with little 
or no nnpediment; fo that, in faé,. the difficulty is furmounted 
before the patient be engaged in the action of fwallowing. Nor 
is the excruciating pain, which never fails to be the companion of 
every attemptto drink, felt inthe fauces and throat; it is, he fays, at 
the fcrobiculus cordis, to which the fufferer applies his hand.— 
From this laft circumftance, therefore, from the prefence of 
the rifas fardonicus, from the mufcles of the abdomen being for= 
cibly contracted, and from the fenfe of fuffocation which feems 
to threaten the patient with immediate death, Dr. Vaughan: has 
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been led to think, that in the hydrophobia a new fympathy.is _ 
eftablifhed between the fauces, the diaphragm, and the abdominal 
mu({cles. 5 a eS il 
3. Prognofis.) When a pérfon is bit, the prognofis, with re- | 
gard to the enfuing hydrophobia, is very uncertain, . All thofe 
who are bit do not tall into the difeafe; nay, Dr. Vaughan relates 
that, out of thirty bit by a mad dog, only one was feized with the — 
hydrophobia. During the interval, betwixt the bite and the time 
the difeafe comes on, there are no fymptoms by which we can 
judge whether it will appear or not. When once it hath made 
its appearance, the prognofis is certainly fatal. Rua 
4..Treatment.) This difeafe being, in the firft inftance, pro-' 
duced by @ wound, moft frequently falls to be treated by the fur- 
geon, for which reafon we have transferred the greater part of 
the fubjeét to our third volume. _ To what has been there faid, : 
however, we think it right to add the following reafons, urged by 
the late Dr. Houlfton in his “« Obfervations oa Canine Madnefs,’” 
in behalf of the ufe of mercurials, though we by no means think 
that any reliance fhould be placed on that mode of treatment... 
_  « May it not,”’ fays the doctor, ‘‘ very eafily happen, that a 
remedy, the gradual exhibition of which may prevent the attack, 
would prove wholly infufficient for the cure of the hydrophobia ? 
Or is the inference juft, that becaufe the a€tion of mercurials, 
applied for three or four days at moft, will not cure the difeafe in, 
its laft hafty ftage, the fame remedy would have been of no avail in 
the interval betweey the bite and the attack, which was (in thefe 
cafes) of one, three, and nine months? During that period, a gradual 
and {ufficient ation of the mercury might have been excited ; 
whereas, when the hydrophobia has appeared, there is fcarcely 


« 


ever time for any fuch effect. There is fome reafon to con- 
clude, too, that under certain difeafes, the fyftem. is lefs capable 
of being acted upon by mercury ; which, though applied in large 
quantities, feems then not to produce its ufual effects. _ 

-« ] mean not to dwell upon the reafonablenefs. of a practice, 
in which the aétion of the remedy is principally determined to 
the part where the virus chiefly exerts its baneful powers, viz. the 
falivary glands; nor yet upon the authority of the late Dr. James — 
and the celebrated Sauvages, who have largely infifted on the be- 
neficial effects of mercury, to prevent the dangerous confequences — 
of the bite of mad animals.” , eere iow’ 

Dr. Houlfton gives.a brief account of a pamphlet publifhed at. 
Paris by order of government, entitled, «* Methode éprouvée pour 
le Traitement de la Rage;”? wherein we are informed of the fuce 
cefs of a mode of treatment, of which mercurial inunction is the 
bafis and moft effeatial part, laid down by Monfieur de Laffone, rt 
phyfician to the king France, and tried in eleven out of fifteen per- 
fons dreadfully bit and torn by a mad wolf on the 8th and gth ie 


ex 
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cember, 17495, within twenty-four hours of each other. Three 
of thefe unhappy people, trufting to powdered oyfter-fhells, and 
iimilar remedies of no ufe, were not fubje¢ted to this treatment, 
and died in a few days raving mad; as did alfo a young woman, 
who did not apply for relief till two days before fhe died, and after 
the fymptoms of hydrophobia had commenced. , | 

The remaining eleven were, by the States of Macon, near 
which place the accident happened, put under the care of .a phy- 
fician of Cluny, Monfieur Blaife; and the account he gives of 
the fuccefs attending the method of treatment purfued, of which: 
a fummary is fubjoined, is as follows:—One man, who for ten 


days exactly followed .the plan laid down, whofe wounds, though | 


very large, fuppurated well, and were ina good fkate, and in 
whom the mercury feemed to begin to aét, became melancholy, 
was feized with a horror and dread of liquids, and died within 
forty-eight hours afterwards, though placidly in his fenfes, and 
without being convulfed. A fecond, whofe mouth and gums had 
been flightly affected by the mercury, which he ufed near a month, 
grew delirious and furious; and, after experiencing the fymptoms 
of hydrophobia for two days, died comatous, “This man, how- 
éver, it was found, had privately drank very large quantities of 
wine for three days together preceding his delirium; and it is fup- 


pofed this contributed greatly to his death, A third, a boy, wha. 


continued the ufe of the mercurial fri€tions and antifpafmodic 
medicines for eighteen days, and was doing well, being removed 
home by his friends, died there three weeks after, as is believed 
only from the wound in his head not being taken due care of, and 
not from madnefs, as he drank freely an hour before his death.— 
The remaining eight recovered, although one of them during the 
courfe became fad and melancholy; and another, a woman, deli- 
vered of a child during the time, manifefted an averfion to liquids. 
Salivation took place in moft of them; upon which, gradually ex : 
cited, (though they endeavour to guard againft it by repeated purg- 
ing), depends, moft probably, in fuch cafes, the only feeble hope 
of fecurity from canine madnefs, : 

Dr. Blaife adds, that “ the treatment was continued, in all, 
above a month in the eight who got well, fix of whom had been 
grievoufly bit in parts not covered with the clothes; and that moft 
of them experienced, nearly at the fame time, fymptoms of nervous 

_ affection, which might be attributed to the virus too much attenu- 
ated and weakened by the remedies, to produce a manifeft acceffion 
of hydrophobia.”” He concludes with thefe judicious remarks: 
It is moft certain, that the remedies we have employed have 
- been very fuccefsful: but they would have been much more fo, 
had they been ufed early ; and particularly, if althoft immediately 
_ after the bite, thofe external means had been made ufe of, which 
appear to me indifpenfably neceffary, viz. deep fcarifications, 
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cutting away the lacerated parts and thofe adjoining to the wounds, 
the cautery, applying cupping-glaffes, and eftablifhing a copious 
fuppuration, for a long time, in the part bir; becaufe it fometimes 

happens, that the faliva is lodged in the cellular membrane, where 

it remains, as it were, fixed and inert, till, brought into aétion by 

fome caufe, it enters into the circulation, affects\the nerves, and, 
produces the train of fymptoms of this moti terrible of difcafes.”’ 

In the hiftory of the Royal Society of Medicine at Paris, vol. ii. 

we are informed by Monfieur Blaile, that, of the eight perfons 

mentioned above, one died with hydrophobia fix weeks after he 

was difcharged apparently well; but it appears that four days be- 

fore this attacked him, he had paffed his arm down the throat of 
an ox believed to be mad, though the man is not faid to have been 

bit by it. .Monfieur Blaife alfo mentions his having afterwards 

fuccefsfully treated two other ey apen in this method; whereas a 

third, bit by the fame dog, and not fo treated, died mad. We 

apprehend the apparent fucce/s in fome of thefe inftances arofe from 

the accidental circumftance of zo virus having got admiffion into. 
the wounds. aie vie | | | 

Dr. Monro is of opinion, with fome others who have infinu- 

ated the propriety of removing the bitten part, that the difeafe may 
be prevented by excifion, any time between the bite, and the fecond in- | 
flammation of the wound; a fact, if fubftanuated by future experi- 
ence, of very great importance ; fince pofitive proof of the animal’s 
being mad, may generally be obtained im the interval, and the prac- 
tiioner then decidedly knows, what courfe he is to take to fayg 
the life of the patient, 


‘ 


Sp. II. The Spontancous HypRopuosia, 
Hydrophobia fpontanea, Sav. fp. 2. 


This difeafe very much refembles the former, fo that it has un- 
doubtedly been often miftaken for it. Ithas been known to come 
on from an inflammation of the ftomach, where it was cured by. 
repeated and large blood-letting ; in hyfteria, where it was cured 
by opium, mufk, or other antiipafmodics ; and in putrid fevers, 
where it was cured by evacuating the inteftinal canal of the putrid 
matiers by repeated clyfters. .A very good way of diftinguifhing 
the two is, that in the fpontaneous hydrophobia the patient is much 
more delirious than in the genuine fpecies. In the inftance men- _ 
_ tioned in the Medical Effays of this fymptom attending the inflam- 

mation of the jtomach, the patient raved in the mof? extraordinary 
manner. Wr. Raymond fays he remembers a {pontaneous hydro- 
phobia attended. with madnefs ; and in almoft all the cafes of hydro= 
phobia which are faid to have been cured, the patient was very 
delirious. Dr. Nugent’s patient was very frequently delirious, 
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and dreaded dogs as well as water. In the Medical ‘[ranfactions 

a cafe is communicated by Mr. Wrightfon, furgeon, in Sedgheld, 

Durham, of canine madne/s fuccefsfully treated. This madnefs, 

indeed, came on after the bité of a dog faid to be mad: but it ap- 

peared only four days after the accident happened, and was attended 

with fymptoms very unlike any of thofe above mentioned ; for he ' 
fuddenly ftarted up in a fit of delirium, and ran opt of the houfe, 

and after being brought in, caught hold of the hot bars of the grate 

which held the fire: whereas in the true hydrophobia, the patients 

dread the fire, light, or any thing which makes a {trong impreffion 

on the fenfes, exceedingly. It is probable, therefore, that this was 

only a fpontaneous hydrophobia, efpecially as it readily yielded to 

venefection, thirty drops of laudanum, and pills of a grain and a 

half of opium given every three hours, fome bolufes of mufk and 

cinnabar, &c. while in fome of the former cafes, as much opium 

was given to a boy as would have deprived of life the ftrongeft 

healthy man had he fwallowed it; and yet this amazing quantity 

produced f{earce any effect, This patient alfo dreaded the fight of 
re dog, ae 4 


re 
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Paranoie, Vog. Clafs IX. : 
Deliria, Sauv. Clafs VII. Ord. III. Sag. Clafs X1. Ord. itl. 
Ideales, Lin. Clafs V. Ord, 1. vee s oileah bis i 


Genvs LXV. .AMENTIA, . 
Fotry, or Idioti/m... 


Amentia, Suv. gen. 233. Vog. 337. Sag. 340: 
Morofis, Lin, 106. | 
Stupidicas, Morofis, Fatuitas, Vog. 336. 
Amnefia, Sauv. gen. 237. Sag. 347: 
Mblivio, Lin. 107. Vog. 338. 
Memoriz debilitas, Yunck. 120, 


ne» Genus LXV. MELANCHOLIA, 
; MELANCHOLY Madnefi.. Saad 
Melancholia, Sauv. gen. 234. Lin, a1. Fog. 3 32. Sag. 347 


Boerh.s 1089. Funcke 12% ; 
Deemonomania, Sauv. gen. 236. Sag-3486 ng 


~— 
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Demonia, Lin. 69. 

' Vefania, Lin. 70. 

" Panophobia, Lin. 75. _ 
Athymid, Hop. 220, 9!" + Ae 
Delirium meiancholicum, Hoffm. UI. 25%. 

~ “Erotomania, Lin. 82. en , ite 
Nottalgia, Sau. gen. 226. Lig. 83. Sag. 338.~ Funcke 125. 
Melancholia bed: Cl. Lorry ao iielahehioliat te a, 


Genus LKVIL MANIA. 
Ravine or Furious Madneft. 
Mania, Sauv. gen. 235. Lin. 68. Vor. 331. Sag 3d9.  Boerb. 
rire. Junck.122. Battie on Madnefs, — a aie 
-~'Paraphrofyne, Lin. 66. ae 
 Amenna, Lin’ 67. ~ 


Delirium maniacum, Hom. IIT. 251. 


AvTHouGH thefe difeafes may be confidered as ditinct genera, © 


yet they are fo nearly allied, and fo readily.changed into each 


Other, tat it fufficiently juftities the treating all of them together, 
1. Defcription.] The diftinguifhing characteriftic.of madnefs, 
according to Dr. Battie, 1s a fale perception’ and under.this gene~ 
gal charaéter may be comprehended all kinds of what is called . 
madnefs, from the moft filly ftupiditv and idiotifm to the moft fu« 
yious lunacy. Frequently the different kinds of madnefs are 


- changed into each other by the.cafual excitement of fome pafhon; 


~ 


thus,.an idiot may become furioufly mad, by being put in a violent 
paflion; though this does not fo often happen as the change of 
melancholy into the raving madnefs, and vice oe 

It is a very furprifing circumftance, thatmad: people are not 
only lefs liable to be feized with infectious diforders than thofe who 
are in perfect health; but even when labouring under other dif- 
eafes, if the patients chance to be feized with madnefs, they are - 
fometimes freed from their former complaints, Of this kind Dr. | 
Mead relates two very remarkableiinflances; 

Qn the other hand, it has been known, that an intermittent fever, 
fupervening madnefs of long ftanding, has proved a cure for the 


_ madnefs; the fenfes having returned when the fever terminated, 


Dr. Monro faw two inftances of this himfelf; and mentions it as — 
an obfervation of his predeceffor in ‘the care of Bethlem ‘.ofpital. 

‘Another remarkable circumftance is, thar immoderate joy, long: 
continued, as effectually diforders the mind.as anxiety and grief. 
For it was obfervable in the famous South-Sea year, whea fo 
many immenfe fortunes were fuddenly gained, and as fuddenly 


ays 
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loft, that mere people had their heads turned, from the prodigious | 
flow of unexpected riches, than from the entire lofs of their whole 
fubftance. ‘ | 

. Mad people, efpecially of the melancholic kind, femetimes ob- 
itinately perfevere in doing things which mutt excite great pain; 
whence it fhould feem as if their minds were troubled with fome 
diftradting notions, which make them patiently bear the prefent 
diftrets, left more fevere tortures fhould be infliGed’; of pofibly 
they may think, that, by thus tormenting ihe body, they render 
themfelyes more acceptable to the diyine Being, and expiate the 
heinous fins of which they may imagine themfelves to have been 
guilty. ; ' | 

It is, however, alfo highly probable, that their feelings differ ex~ 
ceedingly from what they are in a natural flate; at leaft they are 
every day obferved to endure, apparently without the imalleft un- 
eafinefs, watching, hunger, and cold, to an extent which ina ftate 
of heaith would not only be highly difirefing, but to the greater 
part of individuals would even prove fatal. And-this refiftance of 
hunger, cold, and fleep, affords perhaps the beft te(t for diftingu'th- 
ing cafes of real infanity, from cafes where the difeafe is only 
feigned, and appearances of it-put on,.to anfwer particular pur- 
potes; at leaft where this power of refiftance is prefent. we have 
good reafon to conclude that the affe€tion is not feigned. 

2 Treatment.) Although we are well acquainted with many of 
the remote caules of this difeafe, fome of tne principal of which 
have already been mentioned, yet we are {till fo ignorant of the 
influence of thefe upon the fyftem, as giving a derangement of 
the mental faculties, that no general principles on which the cure 
may be conducted, can with any confidence be pointed out. 

It may, however, be obferved, that while fome remedies feem 
to operate by producing an artificial ter mination of this complaint, 
many others have effect only as aiding a natural termination, 
And where a recovery from this difeafe does take place, “it moft 
frequently happens. in. confequence of a natural convalefcence, 
All the ipecies and degrees of madneis which are hereditary, or 
that grow up with people from their early youth, are out of the 
power of phyfic; and {o,.for the moft part, are all maniacal cafes 
of more than one year’s ftanding, let them arife from what fource 
foever. Very often. mere debility, the dregs of fome particular 
difeafe, fuch as an-ague, the fmall-pox, or a nervons fever, thall 
occafion different degrees of foolifhnefs or madnefs. In. thefe 
cafes, the cure muft not be attempted by evacuations; but, on the 
- contrary, by nourithing diet, clear air, moderate exercife, and the 
nie of wine: whereas, in almoft alli the other maniacal cafes, 
which arife from different fources, and which come on in confe« 
- quence of intemperate living, violent paffions, or intenfe thinking, 
it is generally held, that evacuations of eyery kind are neceflary, 
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unlefg the conflitution of the patient be fuch as abfolutely forbids |. 
tense) Ste. see 3 9) ODS ba, ae 
Blood is moft conveniently drawn cither from the arms or jugu~_ 
lars; and if the weaknefs be fuch as renders it improper to take~ 
- away much blood, we may apply cupping-glaffes to the occiput. 
Vomiting, in weakly people, muit be excited by the vinum ipe- 
cacuanhez ; but in the more robuft by emetic tartar or antimonial' 
- wine (No. i.) or (No. 2.): the moft efficacious cathartics are 
(No. 237.) or (No. 239;), the infufion of tincture of black helle~ 
bore, or infufion of fenna quickened with tinéture of jalap; but’ — 
if there be fuppreflion of the menfes, or hemorrhoidal difcharge,; 
then aloetic purges will be more proper; and in fome inftances 
cooling faline purgatives, fuch as lixiviated tartar, are of great fer- 
vice. (Vide Form. No. 55.) In general, mad people’ require 
very large dofes, both of emetics and cathartics, before any conti- 
derable operation enfues. , | pti 
Dr, Monro affures us, that the: evacuation by vomiting is infi4 
_nitely preferable to any other: the: prodigious quantity 0 phlegm 
with which the patients in this difeafe abound, -he fays, is not to 
be got the better of but by repeated emetics; and he obferves, that 
the purges have not their right effet, or do not operate to fo good 
purpofe, until the phlegm be broken and attenuated by frequent 
emétics. He mentions the cafe of a gentleman who had laboured 
under a melancholy for three years, from which he was: relieved 
entirely by the ufe of vomits and a proper regimen. Increafing 
the difcharge by urine, is alfo of the greate{t moment, efpecially 
when any degree of fever is/prefent. ‘The cutaneous difcharges 
are alfo’to be promoted, for which purpofe the hot bath is of the — 
higheft fervice in maniacal cafes. Hoffman afferts, that he has 
~ feen numerous inftances, both of inveterate melancholy aad raging 
madnefs, happily cured *by means of warm bathing ; bleeding and 
nitrous medicines. having been premifed.. Camphor has ‘been 
highly commended ; but if we can believe Dr. Locker of Vienna, 
not very defervedly. Having found very good effects from a fo- 
Jution of this medicine in vinegar, he took it for granted that all 
the fuccels was owing to the camphor; therefore in order to give 
it a fair trial, he felected feven patients, and gave it in large dofes of 
half a drachm twice a-day. This was continued for two months; 
and the door was furprifed to find that only one of his patients re- 
ceived any benefit. He then returned the other fix back to the cam= 
phorated julep made with vinegar, and in a few weeks four of them 
recovered the ufe of their reafon. |This inclined him to think 
that the virtue depended folely on the vinegar, and accordingly he 
began to make the trial. Common vinegar was tirft given; but 
after a little while he fixed on that which had been diftilled, and 
gave about an ounce anda half of it every day; the patients having 
been preyioufly prepared by bleeding and purging, which was 
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vepeated according as it was found neceflary. He gives a lift of 
eight patients who were cured by this method; fome in fix 
weeks, others in two months, and none of them took up more 
than three months in perfecting the cure. -He does noi, indeed, 
give the ages of the patients, nor inention the circumftances of the 
cafes ; he only mentions the day on which the ufe of the vinegar 
was begun, and the day on which they were difcharged; and he 
adds, that they all continued well at the time of his writing. 

Dr. Locker informs us, that this medicine acts chiefly as a fu- 
dorific; and he obferved, that the more the patients {weated, the 
{ooner they were cured: it was alfo found to promote the men- 
ftrual difcharge in fuch.as had been objitruéted, or had too little 
of this falutary evacuation. | 

Dr. Willis, in fome maniacal cafes, prefcribes the extraéts of 
cicuta, hyofcyamus, and other narcotic vegetables ; employing 
the camphorated mixture at the fame time. 

To the foregoing account we fhall here annex the following 
rules for the cure, laid down by Dr. Saunders. 

(1) In cafes of mania, with plethora efpecially, to bleed freely. 

(2) To empty the prime vie by the united operation of eme- 
tics and purgatives. | 

(3) Lo relieve the head by a feton in the neck. 

(4) To reitore obftruéted evacuations, or to fubftitute artifi- 
¢ial ones. ‘ | 

(5) In many cafes to ufe the fea-bath, and, in fome, cold bathing. 

(6) In fome cafes, fleep fhould be procured by anodynes, fuch 
as Opium, camphor, Hoffman’s anodyne liquor, and the like, . 

The Stammonium has been much recommended, in mania, by 
Dr. Stork... 

Both reafon and experience {hew the neceffity of confining fuch 
as are deprived of their fenfes; and no {mall fhare of the manage- 
ment coniifts in hindering any hurt to themfelves or mifchief to 
other perfons. It has fometimes been ufual to chain and to beat 
them; but this is both cruel and abfurd; fince the contrivance 
called the //ratt-wai/tcoat an{wers every purpofe of reftraining the 
patients withoui hurting them. a 

Thefe waificoats are made of ticken, or fome fuch ftrong ftuff; 
are open at the back, and laced on likea pair of ftays; the fleeves 
are made tight, and long enough to cover the ends of the fingers, 
where they are drawn clofe with a. {tring like a purfe, by which 
contrivance the patient has no power of his fingers; and, when. 
Jaid on his back in bed, and the, arms brought acrofs the chetft, 
and faftened: in that pofition by tying the fleeve-{trings round the 
waift, he has no ufe of his hands. A broad {trap of girth web 
is then carried acrofs the breaft, and faftened to the bedftead, b 
which means the patient is confined on his back; and if he fhould 
be fo outrageous as to require further reftraint, the legs are {e- 
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cured by ligatures to the foot of the bed; or they may be fecured 
by being both put into one bag not very wide, which may be more 
_ eafily fixed than the feet themfelves, at leaft without giving pain. 
It is of great ufe in practice to bear in mind, that all mad people 
are cowardly, and can be awed even by the menacing look of a 
very expreflive countenance; and when thofe who have charge 
of them once imprefs them with the notion of fear, they eatily 
fubmit.to any thing that is required. The phyfician; however, . 
fhould never deceive them in anything, but more efpecially with 
regard to their diftemper: for as they are generally confcious of 
it themfelves, they acquire a kind of reverence for thofe who 
know it: aad by letting them fee that he is thoroughly acquainted 
with their complaint, he may very often. gain fach an afcendant 
over them that they will readily follow his dire€tions. 
{tt is a more difficult matter to manage thofe whofe madnefs is 
accompanied either with excefhve joy or with great dejeCtion and 
_ defpondency, than thofe who are agitated with rage: and all that 
ean be done is to endeavour to excite contrary ideas, by reprefing 
the immoderate fits-of laughter in the one kind by chiding or 
threatening api care, however, not abfolutely to terrify them, 
which can never be done without danger, and has often added to 
the mifery of the unhappy fufferer) ; and difpelling the ‘gloomy 
thoughts in the other, by introducing pleafing concerts of mufic, 
or any other fpecies of entertainment whicli the patients have been 
known to delight in while they had the-ufe of their teafon. ~ 
Though bliftering the head has generally been dire&ted, Dr. 
Mead fays he has ottener found it to do harm than fervice; but 
he recommends iffues in the back ; and advifes.to keep the head 
always clofe fhaved, and to wath it from time to time with warm 
vinegar. Opium has by many been forbidden in maniacal cafes, 
_ as fuppofing that it always increafes the difturbance; but there are 
inftances where large dofes of this medicine have been found to 
prove a cure, and perhaps-if it were tried oftener we fhould find 
powerful effeéts from it: there certainly cannot much harm enfue 
from a few dofes, which may be immediately difufed if they fhould 
be found to exafperate the difeafe. | he oh 
The diet of maniacal patients ought to be perfeétly light and | 
thin: their meals fhould be moderate; but they fhould never be 
fuffered to live too low, efpecially while they are under a courfe of 
-phyfic: they fhould be obliged to obferve great regularity in their _ 
-hours: even their amufements fhould be fuch as are beft fuited to 
their difpofition; and after the difeafe appears to be fubdued, cha~ 
lybeate waters and the cold bath will be highly proper to ftrengthen 
_ their whole frame and fecure them againft a relapfe. | 
Dr. Johnftone, in a late treatife on the fubjeét, thus fums up 
his opinions and advice in cafes of infanity: “ Thus then it ap- 
pears,”’ {ays he, .“ that melancholy, lunacy, infanity, madnefs; are. _ 


A 
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the fame’ difeafe—a difeafe of the: organs of the mind, often called _ 
into action. by vehement paffions, or by injuries of different organs’ 

of the body. ; | ; 


“ Madnefs can only be deemed an hereditary difeafe, infomuch, 
as children have a ftructure fimilar to that of their parents who 
have been mad, and as this peculiar organization is likely to be 
acted: upon ‘by the peculiar manners and habits of the parent id 
education. meee ide. , 

** Madnefs has no lucid intervals; a man-is either infane or not 
infane at a particular moment; unlefs indeed we be allawed to 
term every period, in which the hallucination of the maniac does 
Hot appear, a lucid interval. But this*would be moft abfurd, for 
madneis is a difeafe of the brain, and fenforial powers, and feldom , 
difcovers itfelf equally at all times.” Muadnefs is not always diftin- 
guithable from manner—for it affumes the form of the chara€ter, 
whatfvever that may be, } Prong ale lich 

‘The countenance of maniacs is marked by a peculiar wild 
ftare, not to be miftaken by experienced perfons, generally mixed 
with a fufpicious or timid, and fometimes with s furious look. 
‘Fheir health is not always vifibly affeéted, though, for the moft 
part, the fibres of maniacs, or their powers of motion, are lefs irri- 
table or mobile than in good health; hence they are coftive, and 
difficult to be purged or vomited. Their fenforial powers, in fome. 
meafure, benumbed; heince they feel pain with lefs acutenéfs, and 
are capable of bearing great extremes of heat and cold, hunger and. 
thirft.” Their pulfe is generally flower than common, when there 
is no irritation nor diforganization. : | 

“ When it is determined that a man is mad, he ought to be fup- 
pofedincapable of acting. He may perchance act wilely, but rea- 
fon being abfent, it is folely from accident if'he does fo. A maniac 
_ Cannot commit crimes, and therefore he ought not to be amenable 

to human law for their’ commiffion. * He does not difcriminate 
right from wrong. | | 

“© All maniacs fhould be controlied, but all do not require con- 
finement. The neceflity of confinement muf{t be determined by 
the degree of fury, by the temper, and the habits of the maniac. 

“« Finally, maniacs fhould never be entrufted with the manage- 
ment either of themfelves, or any other perfons, efpecially the 
young. ‘There. is no faculty more familiar to us than that of imi-. 
tation ; it is the firft exercifed by the infant, and it grows with his— 
growth. Maniacs therefore thould not be fuffered to affociate with 
young perfons, who will be likely to imitate their actions. For by 
reiterated iniitation, by flow yet certain fteps, we acquire habits, 
which not only fix the’ moral charaGer of man, but.frequently pro- 
duce the meft pernicious and incorrigible diteafes, both ot body 
and mind”? 


As practical. facts in a difeafe of fuch impenztrable obfeurity, 
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muft be highly acceptable to the zealous eriquirer, we thall here | 

annex fome of the lateft which have occurred. In the Memoirs ° 

, of the Medical Society of London, we find the following account 

of the efficacy of the hyofcyamus, or henbane, in certain cafes of 

infanity, by Dr. Fothergill of Bath: | 

“John Wills, aged fifty-three, of a corpulent habit, and fwarthy 

- complexion, deftined to a fedentary occupation, having met with 

misfortunes, devoted himfelf to grief and folitude. His mind being | 

- filled with gloomy and diftrefsful apprehenfions concerning a future 

ftate, he fancied himfelf haunted by ghofts and fpectres, and con- 
fidered himfelf as an objet of divine vengeance. 


«¢ He became pénfive, timorous, and fufpicious, fometimes ful- 

len and morofe, threatening violence to himfelf-and others ; ull, 

_ at length, the difeafe having terminated in a fettled and confirmed 

_ melancholy, confinement became abfolutely neceflary. At the 

_. Innar periods, the fymptomis generally increafed, but not conftantly. 

During his lucid intervals, he would fometimes converfe ra- 

tionally, complaining of a fevere cramp about the region of the 

ftomach, attended with obftinate watching, inquietude, flatulency, 

and conitipation. ‘None of his anceftors had been known to be 
aifected with infanity. | Fey. 3 

“ Being not eafily moved by medicines,” fays Dr. Fothergill, 
“ J} ordered him a ftrong emetic of antimonial wine to be taken in 
the evening, followed by a brifk cathartic of foluble tartar the 
next morning, both which operated very freely. Thefe were fuc- 
ceeded by an antimonial diaphoretic combined with camphire and 
opium, laxatives being occafionally interpofed. Wenafeétion alfo 
in the f/aphena was performed a little before the full moon. By 
this method the pain of his ftomach was relieved, but the maniacal 
affection remained unabated, and continued to refift the moft ap- 

-proved remedies. [ refolved, however, to try other powerful me- 
dicines of the narcotic clafs, and therefore had recourfe to the hen- 
bane. Hyofcyamus niger foliis amplexicaulibus, finuatis, floribus 
feffilibus.  Linnei Spec. Plant. 257. ! yas 4 

“¢ The plant being in full vigour, a quantity of the exprefled 
juice was expofed, in a flat earthen veffei, to the folar rays. The 
“fun being very powerful, having juft entered the fummer folftice, 
foon evaporated the aqueous parts, and reduced the remainder to the 
confiftence of an extract, fuirable to the form of pills. 

“« I ordered a pill compofed of five grains of this extract to be 
adminiftered morning and evening, which agreed well, but pro- 
duced no fentible effect, except that ofa mild diuretic. The week - 
following it was directed to be increafed gradually to fifteen grains 

- a-day, with a fuitable dofe of aloétic pills interpofed occafionally — 
to prevent coftivenefs. The extract continued to operate as a 
diuretic; his nights became more compofed; he no longer ftarted 

. on hearing the door opened, or attempted to conceal himfelf when 
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a ftranger approached. It was increafed daily till he reached 
- thirty grains a-day, when it began to occafion a flight giddinefs, 
and propenfity to fleep, but the fymptoms of melancholy abated : 
he refted® better, and began to converfe with more compofure. 
The extra was further increafed ; but when he arrived at forty 
grains a-day, the giddinefs and foporific difpofition confiderably 
‘Ancreafed, and denoted an ‘over-dofe, which obliged me to defcend 
to thirty grains a-day, which he bore without imconvenience, and 
all the fymptoms became more favourable. His timidity, and ap- 
prehentions of evil {pirits, forfook him, and his countenance began 
to aflume a more cheerful and ferene afpect. After taking the 
extract about fix weeks, he appeared to be perfeétly reftored ; 
however, it was continued a fortnight longer, when he returned to 
his bufinefs, and afterwards afiifted in the harveft, and I had fome 
time after, the fatisfaction to hear that he continued to enjoy the 
_ mens fana in corpore fano, without any fymptom of relapfe. 
_, “ Havin, efrom this unexpe@ted fuccefs, conceived a very fa- 
vourable idea of the virtues of henbane, I afterwards gave it ina 
cafe of the puerperal mania, and with ‘fimilar advantage, “The 
maniacal {ymptoms were wont to come on foon after delivery, 
but yielded in a few weeks to this medicine, and that répeatedly 
after “two fucceeding deliveries. The extract ought to be pre- 
pared frefh every feafon, according to the procefs already men- 
tioned, and eee hails preferved in a clofe yeffel, otherwife it foon 
lofes its effieacy. - And it is necéffary to obferve, that where thefe 
‘Precautions have been neglected, it has fince entirely failed in cer- 
tain maniacal affections, though given in full dofes. Whether 
this was owing wholly to the inefhcacy ef the remedy, or the dif- 
eale being hereditary (a circumftance too often induftrioufly con- 
‘cealed even from the phyfician), L will not prefume to determine ; 
but | am free to acknowledge that I have never yet been fo fortu- 
nate as to fee a fingle inftance of a real hereditary mania ever per- 
fectly cured by this, or any other medicine.’’ 

In No. XXII. of the Medical and Phyfical Journal, Dr. Crow- 
ther relatesa cafe of mania in the following terms: 

“John Lauton, aged about 26 years, on the 1th of April, 
1800, became deranged. For a fortnight before this period ‘he 
had been much dejected, and, being under the influence of reli- 
gious fear, had devoted the greateft part of his titne to ferious read- 
ing. Hehad previonfly been in the habit of frequent intoxication, 
‘and his mother had been deranged at intervals for the laft twenty 

ears. His pulfe and other functions, when I firft faw him, were 
Natural; but he had been at times, for a few hours, very ungo- 
vernable. Religion was the topic on which he raved. I ordered 
‘a ftrait-waiftcoat to be made ufe of, and preferibed a folution of 
antim. tartarizar, which operated pretty well, when he had taken 
$ grains. After the operation of the emetic, I direéted him to 
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take a few prains of camphor every four hours. On the 13th. nd 
14th there appeared very little alteration in the fymptoms, ‘His 
pulfe was about 8o in a minute, and of. natural ftrength. Being 
coftive he had each day an enema admuiniftered, but refufed to” 
take any more medicines. i Ns 
« | defigned to put him’ under the influence of digitalis, but — 
his attendants were unable to compel him to take it, I was fur- 
| prifed to hear, on the ith, of his death, which took place on the. 
preceding evening. As 1 faw no ‘fymptoms indicating danger 
during my laft vilit, I requefted leave to examine the body. On 
the rath, in the morning, having become lefs untractable, his at- 
tendarits had removed the ftrait-waiftcoat. When | vifited him, - 
about ten o’clock in the morning, I requefted his attendants again 
to appiy the {trait- waiftcvat immediately ; but this direction not 
beiug complied with, in the courfe of an hour he became fo un- 
ruly chat fix men were unable to. put on the ftrait-waiftcoat; on 
this account they bound him in bed with cords. ‘Che efforts - 
which he made to. difentangle himielf, occafioned thofe parts of 
the body in contact with the cords, particularly about the thorax 
and thighs, to be much difcoloured. i Pa cee 
« On opening the head after death, I found that the invefling 
membranes of the brain had no difeafed appearance, nor, indeed, 
did { obferve any unnatural appearance in the fubftance of the brain 
itfelf, until I divided a fmail portion lying immediately over the 
fella turcica; when I difcovered a quantity of flo:id blood mixed’ 
wit. air, in the form of froth, proceeding from a ruptured artery, 
-a.very {mall branch originating from the arterial circle of Willis. . 
This’ extravafation, which did not exceed two or three drachms, 
feems to have been the immediate caule of this man’s death. Per- 
haps in this cafe, the preffure of the air which had efcaped from the 
artery, had been more injurious than the blood. ‘The extravafa- 
tion of two or three drachms of blood feems to be but a trifling 
caufe to produce fo great an effect. ‘The body was opened about 
twenty-four hours atter the patient's death. The fubitance of the. 
brain, in this cafe, was not harder than ufual, that appearance 
being probably the effect of long-continued difeafe. On examin- 
ing the thorax, a rib was found fractured by the cords ; but the ° 
contents of the thorax were not difeafed. The heart feemed to be» 
fomeé what {maller than ufual. . ae 
“ Thofe alone who have practifed medicine will be able to 
form a juft idea of the difficulties which phyficians have to en- 
counier, in combating the prejudices and affections of the fick 
and their attendants. The antipathy which the lower clafs of 
peopie have to the ute of the {trait-waiftcoat is fuch, that often 
no reafoning, no entreaty, can prevail upon them to employ 1t, 
“until, perhaps, the life of the patient, or his attendants, has been’ 
endangered; and.cven then, as foon as ever a lucid, interval ap-. 
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fiears, the waiftcoat is thrown off, being confidered as a badge of 
~ infufferablée ‘diferace.” This is the fecond: inftance! of mania-oc 
curring in my ‘practice within ‘the lait eight months; which, ter- 
‘minated fatally, apparently by» binding: the:.patient syith,’ cards. 

“On this account, it-is much preferablesto fend-amaniacal patignts 

to honfes of ‘reception for this;unfortunate clafs, of people, than to 
‘'Teave them to the management ofirelatives and;friendss,. oc wi, 

_~ “6 Far the greater’ proportion, of cafes: of «mental derangement, 
which have fallen under my notice, have been:excited, by religious 
fear.’ "The glowing and-paffionate languages theytude and frantic 
geftures, the boifterous and thundering tone, in whi¢h,erernal 
anathemas are dealt out from the pulpit, in which the terrors of 
hell are diiplayed -by ignorant enthufiafts ‘amongft the fectarics, 
at once appal and paralyze the minds of their poor uninformed 

** auditors.°“One idea only, the profpe& of eternal penifharent, the 
image of hell before their eyes, occupies: their judgment, rivets 
their attention. Confution follows intenfity of thought, and de« 
rangement, confufion. Several times has it been my lot to obferve 
the progrefs of caufe and effect. above xdefcribed. In attending 
upon phthifical patients, I have frequently fegn the few laft mo- 
ments of thefe-poor wretches embittered by thentrufion.of fome 
religious fanatic, whofe gloomy picture of futumey. shas,,produced 
derangement.” 3 


Genus LXVIIL ONEIRODYNIA, 
bli Uneasiness in SLEEP: 
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~ “The greateft uneafinefs ‘which people feel in fleép. is that costi- 
‘monly called the imeubus or/night-mares 1 Thofe feized with it feem | 
to have a‘ weight: on:their breafts and abouts their pracordia 
Sometimes they imagine they fee fpectres of various kinds which 
opprefs or threaten them with fuffocation. Neither does this un- 
eafinefs contiiue only while,they.are afleep); for it ‘is forne time 
after they awake before they can turn themfelves in theit beds or 
{peak ; nay foimetimes; though rarely; the difeafe has proved mor- 


.. tal. The incubus feldom feizes people except when thé ftomach. 
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~ his back. It is .to be cured by eating light fuppers, and raifing 
the head high; or, if it become very troublefome, antifpafmodic , 
“medicines are to be adminiftered, and the body ftrengthened by cha- 
- lybeates. The fame method is: to be followed. by thofe who are 
_ © fubjeéeto walking in their fleep; a practice which muft necefla- 
rily be attended with the greateft danger: and fomnambulifm may 
juitly be confidered as merely a different modification of this dif- 
eafe. Accordingly Dr. Cullen has diftinguifhed the one by the 
title of oncirodynia activa, and the other by that of oneirodynia 

_ gravans. | : 


CLASS II. CACHEXLA. 


ce Cachexize, Sauv- Clafs X. Sag. Clafs VIII. Sag. Clafs U1. 
-- Deformes, Lin. Clafs X.. M3 
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-- Macies, Sau. Clafs X. Order I. Sag. Clafs IIL. Order I. 
--* Emaciantes, Lin. Clafs X. Order I. 


Genus LXIX. TABES. 
Wastinc of the Body. 
Tabes, Sauv. gen. 275. Lin. 209.- Vog. 306. Sag. 100. — 


"This diforder is occafioned by the abforption of pus from fom 
uicer external or internal, which produces an HECTIC fever. “Ih 
primary indication therefore muft be to heal the ulcer, and thu 
take away the caufe of thedifeafe. If the ulcer cannot be healed 
the patient will certainly die in an emaciated ftate. But the prope 
treatment of the tabes proceeding from this caufe, falls to be confi 
dered under the, head of Ulcer in SurcERy, and likewife unde 
the genera SiPHYLIs, SCROFULA, SCURVY, cc. difeafes 1 
which ulcers are at leaft a very common fymptom. 


Genus LKX. ATROPHIA.. 


~ 


Nervous ConsuMeTION. 


wh OR Defcription'} ‘This affection confifts princi ally ina wattin 
of the body, withige any remarkable fever, counteene yippee 
breathing ; but attended with want of appetite anda bad digeftio: 

: cutee | 


: 


whence the whole body gtows ldriguid, and waftes by degrves. 
, Dr. Cullen, however, afferts, that fome degree of fever, or at 
leaft..of increafed quicknefs of the pulfe, always attends’ this 
A iit a OF RRR ek. 346 
_ 2. Caufes.] Sometimes this difeafe will come ‘on without ‘any 
evident caufe. Sometimes it will arife from paffions of the mind , 
from an abufe of {pirituous liquors; from exceflive evacuations, 
efpecially of the femen, in which cafe the difeafe hath got the name 
of tabes.dorfalis’ It may arife fromm mere old age, or from famine. 
3. Prognofis.| This complaint, from whatever caufe ‘it may 
arife, is very dificult to cure, and often terminates in ‘a fatal 
dropfy. amen meee i ae 
4. Cure.) The general principles on which the treatment of 
this difeafe is to be regulated, very much depend on the-caufe by 
wwhich itis induced; and it is unneceffary to add, that this muft be 
removed as far as poflible. Next to this, the difeafe is moft effec- 
tually combated by the introduction of nutritious aliment into the 
fyftem, and by obtaining a proper affimilation and‘digeftion of it. 
With the frft of thefe intentions, recourfe muft be had to the 
diet that is.moft nutritious, and at the faine time of eafieft digef= 
_tion.. But from the condition of the ftomach commonly attending 
this difeafe, it is neceflary {mall quantities only fhould be taken at 
a time, and that it fhould be frequently repeated. With the fe- 
cond intention, ftomachic medicines (No. 190. or 1§3.) are the. 
articles chiefly at leaft to be depended upon in: this ‘cafe. The 
Peruvian bark, acid of vitriol, and iron, ate excellent; and thefe 
fhould be conjoined with gentle exercife, as far'as the’ ftrength and. 
other circumftances of the patient will admit: (Vide Form. No. 
_ 1$t--and 152.).. In that fpecies of the difeafe occafioned by ves 
_«» mereal exceffes, it is fo effentially neceffary to abftain from then, 
_... that.without it the beft remedies will prove altogether ufelefs. But 
~_ this is fo feldom complied with, that the tabes dorfalis almoft always 


4 - 


ois proves mortal, : sna t a 
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« lowed to. diffufe, itfelf rmughout the cellular interftices at large, 
but is confined to the places where fuch an oily fluid is neceffary, | 
yeby a particular apparatus of diftingt yeficles. But in fome confti- 
‘tutions the oily part.of the blood appears to exceed the tequifite 
»»proportion, and eafily feparates from the other conftituent parts 5 
. ox, there is an uncommon tendency to the feparation of oily mat- 
- ter. In thefe eafes it is apt to accumulate in fi uch quantities, that 
owe may fuppofe it to, burft thofe veficles which ‘were originally 
_ deftined to, hinder it from f{preading too far ; or almoft every cell 
of the membrana adipofa, many of which are in ordinary cafes 
altogether empty, may.be completely filled with fat...” » <o°s™ 
.. . The,increafe.of the omentum particularly, and the accumw- 
-» Jation of fat about the kidneys and mefentery, {well the abdomen, 
. sand, obftruct the motions of the diaphragm; whence one reafon 
© sof the difficulty of breathing which is peculiar to corpulent people ; 

_ while the heart, and the large veffels connected therewith, are in 
like manner fo encumbered, that neither the fyftaltic nor fubfultory 
.. motion.can be. performed with fufficient freedom, ‘whence weak-_ 
.» nefs and flownefs of the pulfe: but when the whole habit is in a 
‘. manner overwhelmed with an oily fluid, the enlargement’ of the 
_,) eellular interftices, will neceffarily interrupt the general diftribution 

-and. circulation. throughout the nervous and valedla! fyftems ;~im- 
_ ~peding the/aétion of the mufcular fibres, and producing infenfibi- 
-., lity, fomnoleney, and death, — ‘hh os fis 3 09 TH 
:».. Dr, Gregory fays, he does not know one’ complaint produced 
from thinnefiy but.thatthere are a great many from too great a 
.oy degree,of corpulency.. ‘Thefe cafes are the more deplora le, as 
_» «there is but little profpeGt of a cure. For the animal oil is of too 


_grofs a nature tobe eafily taken up by abforption ; and we know, 


that when fluids are accumulated in the cellular fyftem, there are 
only two ways in which they can be carried off or efcape; namely, 
“by the abforbents, which take their rife from the’ cellular inter= 
~ flices, and’through the pores of the fkin by tranfudation. 
Another misfortune is, that the difeafe fteals on fo impercep- 
 tibly, that itybecomes inveterate before people begin to think of 
purfuing the proper means of religf: © 0 oe 
In this difeafe the cure muft-turn upon ‘two points’ Firfl, on 
preventing the further depofition of fat, by avoiding the introduce 


tion of {uperfluous aliment, particularly of fatty matters, into the 
fyftem; and, fecondly, on. promoting ‘and forwarding the abforp- 
tion of fat. On thefe grounds, belides what may be done by 

\ “proper regimen, variety of articles have been recommended in 
ifhie WAYIOk MEDICINES soho Lye % Melek boy ak : 
Soap has been propofed asa remedy to melt down’atid facilitate _ 

». sthe abforption of the fat in corpulent_ eople; and Dr. Fleming, 

fome years ago, pub hed a little treatife; wherein’ he'recommends — 
this medicine, and relates the cafe of a gentleman whois faid. to 
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have received confiderable benefit from-it- But perhaps the foaps 
leys would be more powerful, and might be more eafily taken 
fheathed, as directed “when recommended ‘as’ a diffolvent: of the» 
ftone. ipine why B * 4 | ; “ 

Lieutard advifes to’ take acetum fcille in {mall dofes, with: fre-. 
quent purging and brifk exercife.. But it will feldom happen that 
the patients will be found’ fufficiently fteady to perfift. im any of» 
thefe courfes, it being the nature ofthe diforder to rendér them 
irrefolute and inattentive to their condition. “Vherefore, the prine's 
cipal ufe of rules muft be with a view to prevention; and perfons; 
who are difpofed to corpulency fhould take care “im: time to» pre-; 
vent it from becoming an abfolute difeafe, by ufing’a great-deal:of{ 
exercife, not indulging in fleep, and abridging their meals, efpe- 
cially that of fupper. Salted meats are lefs fattening than fuch 
as are frefh ; and drinking freely of coffee is recommended to cor- 
pulent people. 

But Dr. Fothergill obferves, that.a ftri& adherence to vegetable 
diet reduces exuberant fat more certainly ‘than any other means 
that he knows; and gives two cafes wherein this» regimen. ftic- 
ceeded remarkably well. ‘The famous Dr..Cheyne brought:him+ 
felf down in this way, from a moft unwieldy bulk to a reafonable 
degree of weight; as he himfelf informs, us... It deferves,, how- 
ever, to be remarked, that every practice for the removal or pre- 
vention of fatnefs muit be ufed with great cautidn.and prudenee : 
for not a few, anxious to prevent this affection, have had recourfe 
to a regimen and to a medicine which have proved fatal.' This 
has particularly arifen from the exceffive ufe of. acids, probably 
operating by entirely deftroying the aCtion of. the chylopoieti¢ 
vifcera, #8 a 4 fh 4 

am 


Genus LXXH, PNEUMATQSIS, 
EMPHYSEMA, or Windy Swelling. i : ’ 


Pneumatofis, Sauv. gen. 280. Vog. 391: — Sag. 104. © « 
Emphyfema, Saxv. gen. 13. Lin. 288. Vog. 392, 00! 
Leucophlegmatia, Lin. 214, | fr eithag” goa 

The emphyfema fometimes comes on fpontaneoufly ; but more 
frequently is ogcafioned by wounds of the lungs, which, -giving 
vent to the air, that fluid infinuates itfelf into: the cellular texture, 
and often blows it up to a furprifing degree: [t inuft.be’obferved, 
however, that it is only’in Cafes of ‘laceration ‘of the lungs (bap- 
pening commonly from fraCtured ribs) where this difeafe can’ take 
place; for in a fimple wound, the*effufion ‘of blood ‘ufually opre- 
vents the air from getting out!’ The cure is'to’be accomplithed 
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by {carifieations and compreffes; but in, fome cafes, only by the — 
paracentefis of the thorax, When air introduced from the lungs . 


is collected in a confiderable quantity in the cavity of the thorax, — 


the operation of the paracentefis is, perhaps, the only means of 
cure; though the abforbents are fometimes found to act, to a cer= 
tain extent, in fuch cafes. Upon an opening being thus. made, 


the air fometimés rufhes out with incredible violence ; and the — 


patient réceives at leaft immediate relief from circumftances the 
moft dittrefiing imaginable. In fome inftances it is followed even 
by a complete cure. nismes ee 
wea mi" f ee) ie 


' GsnusLXXUIL TYMPANITES, 


‘Tympanites, Sauv. gen. 291. Lins219. -Vog. 316. Sag. 118. 


“OM Boerh. 226. “Funck. 87. 
“ Affe&tio tympanitica, Hofm. III. 339. 
: Meteorifinus, ‘Sauv. gen. 292. . 


Y. Defeription.| This is an inflation of the abdomen, and is of — 
two kinds: 1. That in which the flatus is contained in the intef- — 
tines, in which the patient has frequent explofions of wind, with ~ 


a fwelling of the belly frequentiy unequal. 2, When the flatus is 
contained in the cavity of the abdomen; in which cafe the {welling 
- 3§ more equal, and the belly founds when ftruck, without any con- 


fiderable ‘emiffion of flatus, Of thefe two, however, the former * 


difeafe is by much the moft common; infomuch, that many, even 
extenfively engaged in. practice, have never met with an inftance 


ef true abdominal tympanites. In both cafes the reft of the body — 


falls away. ak: me | 
2- Caufes, &c.] The tympany fometimes takes place in thofe 
who have been long troubled’ with flatulencies in the ftomach and 
jnteftines. Jt happens frequeutly to women after abortion; to 
both fexes after the fuppreffion of the hemorrhoids; and fome- 
times from tedious febrile diforders injudicioufly treated. 
~ \ 3. Prognofs.) This difeafe is generally very obftinate, a d for 
“the moft part. proves fatal, by degenerating into an afcites.. Some- 
“times, if the patient be healthy and ftrong, the difeafe may terminate 
favourably, and that the more .readily.if it has followed fome 
- diforder. " A hectic confumption, dry cough, and emaciated coun- 
"tenance, in a tympany, with a {welling of the feet, denote approach- 
“ing death in a very: fhort time. me 


-o..4ge Cure.) .With a view to the preventing of this affection, it 
is neceffary, in the firft place, to avoid, as far as it can be done, 
ceaufes giving rife to an uncommon extrication of air, by preferving 
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the proper tone of the alimentary canal. After this affe€tion has 


taken place, the indications are, firft, to expel the air already ex- > 
tricated and confined in different cavities ; and, fecondly, to pre-., 
vent further accumulation. On thefe grounds different remedies _ 
ate employed, ‘The cure, however, is principally attempted, by © 


carminative, refolvent, and ftomachic medicines, (No. 53.) or 
(No. 277.); gentle laxatives, (No. 144.) or (No. 145.),.and at 


laft tonics, efpecially chalybeates, fuch .as (No. 282.) or. (No... 
286.), In the Edinburgh Medical Effays, vol. I. we have a very. 


remarkable hiftory of a tympany by Dr. Monro, fenior. «The 


patient was a young woman of 22 years of age, who fell into the | 
difeafe after having a tertian ague, in which fhe was badly treated, , 
She became a patient in the Edinburgh’ infirmary, the 24th of, 


March, 1730; took feveral purgatives, and fome dotes of calomel; 
ufed the warm bath; and had antihyfteric plafter applied over, 


the whole belly, but with very little effe&. She was montftroufly- 


diftended, infomuch that the fkin feemed to be in danger of burft- 
ing: her breathing was much ftraitened; but the {welling fomes, 
times graduaily decreafed without any evacuation, ‘The returns. 
and degree of this {welling were very uncertain ;, and, when the 


belly was moft detumified, feveral unequal and protuberant balls: | 


could be felt over the whole abdomen, .but efpecially at its fides, 
Her ftomach was good, fhe had no thirft, and her urine was in 
proportion to the quantity fhe drank, She was very coflive, had 
her menfes at regular periods, but no cedematous {wellings ap- 
peared in the feet, or any-where elfe. In this fituation fhe cons 
tinued from the time of her admiffion till the 21ft of June, during 
which interval fhe had her menfes only twice. ‘ : 
Throughout this fpace of time, the following circumftances 
were obferved : : 1 yg kg ay ae 
(1) Several times upon the falling of the fwelling, fhe com- 
plained of a headach; once of pains throughout all her body, 
once of a giddinefs, twice of anaufea and vomiting, and the laft 


time threw up green bile; and once her ftomach {welled greatly, ° 


whilft the reft of the abdomen fubfided., 8) 
(2) During the fowing of the menfes fhe did not fwell, but be- 
came very big upon their {topping. , : 3 
(3) Blood-letting and emetics, which were made ufe of for fofhe 
accidental urgent fymptoms, had no very fenfible effect in making 
the tympany either better or wore. : cy hd 
(4) She never had pafflage of wind either way, except a lit- 
tle belching fome days before the firft monthly evacuation. . » 
Some time before the laft eruption of the menfes, the purgatives 
were given more fparingly; and antihyfterics of the. ftrongeft 
kinds, fuch as affafietida, oleum corn. cerv. &c. mixed with foap, 
were given in large dofes, accompanied with the hotter antiicor= 
butics as they are called, as horfe-radith and ginger-root infuled in 
- . t . : n-GaN » a abst - 


408. ANASARCA. | 
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ftrongale: with fieeh. The patient sas ordered to, ufe frequent , 
and:ftrong fritiots .tovall.the trunk, of her body and,extremities,. 
and to ufé moderate exercife... Immediately before the, menftrua _ 
bégan'to flow, ‘clyfters of the fame kind of medicines were in-, 
jeéted, * “The menfes were, in. fufficient quantity; but as foon as 
they ceafed; her belly increafed.in its circumference four inches. 
anda) Half, but foon fubfided. She then complained of pains, 
which a pe fwéat carried off... Borberygmi, were, for the frit. 
time, obferved on the fame day, June-25th ; and, having taken fome. 
vinéiura faera at night, the: pafled a {mall quantity of, blood next 
day by ftools:. This was the firft appearance, of the return of the 
hamorrhoids, to:which fhe had. been formerly fubject. » | 
-! Phe two following days. her faponaceous, antihyfteric, and 
-antifeorbutiesmedicines being ftill. continued, fhe had fuch expio- 
fions of wind upwards and downwards, that none of the other 
patients would remain ip the fame room, nay fcarce on the fame 
floor, with hers oHer belly became lefs and fofter than it had been 
fromthe firlt attack of the difeafe;.her medicines, witha dofe of 
fyrup of buckthorn at proper intervals,. ftill were continued, only 
the’ ‘proportion’-of fleel .was . increafed ;, her flatulent difcharge 
went on fuccefsfully, and. fhe gradually recovered her former 

health. - e y | 
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bs : Genvs LXXIV. PHYSOMETRA, 


s | Wiypy Swerrine of the Uterus. 
ENROL TABS waver oiias j j 
Phyfometra, Sauy. gen. 290. Sag. 119. 
Hyfterophy:e, Yog. 317. 


=i The tiéatment of this is not different from that of the tympany, 
ft is, however, upon the whole, a very rare difeafe ; and when it 
takes place, very feldom, if ever, admits of a cure. 


PMOL 19 3 _ Genus LXXV. ANASARCA. 


. Watery Swetuine over the Whole Body. 
La & j(re Yt Bas age et a : a , 5 a 


 Anafarea, Sauv. gen. 281. Brn2rg. Vog. 313... Sag, 108, 
— Boeeh. 1225. 0 Hoffin. IIL. 322. Funck. 87.. Monro on the 
© 2" Deopfy. © AGiliman, Animadverfiones de hydrope, 1779s 
 ‘Phlegmatia, Suv. gen: 282, | a aha 
~ Angina aquofa, Boerb, 791. 


In this difeafe the feet firft begin to fwell, efpecially in the evens 
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ing after exercife, and when the patient has ftood or fat long; 
which fwelling rifes frequently to the thighs. By lying in bed, » 
the {welling becomes lefs, or even almoft difappears. In the pro- 
grefs of the difeafe, the welling often rifes to the hips, loins, and . 
belly, and at laft covers the whole body. This difeafe, befides the 
other fymptoms afterwards mentioned under Afcites, is attended 
with a remarkable difficulty of breathing. In the cure of this, as 
well as other fpecies of dropfy, the general interitions are, firft, 
the evacuation of the water already effufed either by natural or 
artificial outlets; and fecondly, the prevention of it from accumu- 
Jation, which -is chiefly to be expected from fupporting a due. 
action of the abferbents, and from keeping up a proper difcharge 
by the ferous excretories. - 

The remedies employed with thefe intentions are much the fame 
with what are employed in curing the more important genus, 
afcites; neyertheleis, we fhall here give in detail, with fome varia- 
tions, the treatment recommended by Dr, Temple, who lays down 
the two following indications: fir/, the evacuation of the collected 
fluid ; /econdly, the removal of the remote caufes, or their effects, 
~The fitft may poffibly be obtained, 

(1) By fcarifications, which fhould not be made large, as they 
may become. gangrenous, to which there is always a tendency in 
this difeafe, Beg ! 

_ _ (2) By blifters, which fhauld be ufed early, and with caution, 

for the reafons juft mentioned. 

(3) By iffues, which may be made, under the fame precautions, 
below one or both knees. ey Ta 

(4) By the application of colewort leaves to the legs and thighs, 
repeated occafionally as they become imbued with moifture. 

(5) By bandages applied to the extremities. 

(6) By exhibiting the Digitalis purpurea, which has done res 
markable things in this difeafe, 7 signee og 

(7) By diaphoretics, — . 

(8) By ftimulants. 

(9) By fialogogues. 

(10) By draftic purges. . | 

(11) By emetics; as (No, 266.) or, 

(No. 374.) B Vin. ipecac. Zifs. | | 
Antim, tartarif. gr. J. m. f hauft, alternis diehug 
fumend. | m 
Vel (No. 375.) B Pulv. {cill. fice. gt. iij. ad iy. 
uly. aromatic. gr. iij. 
Sacch. alb, gr. vj. 
| M. f, pulv, h. f. et mane, quotidie fumend. 
Vel (No, 376,) B Oxymel. feill, Zifs, 
in. antimon. 3j, 


M. f, haut. emetic. fecunda quaque die fumend, 
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Suitable purgatives are, 

(No. 377-) Pill. e colocynth. c. 5j- 
Sh itt Ol. juniper. gtts. 1- 

_ M-£, pilul. v. pro dof. alrernis diebus cum regimine fumend. 

Vel, (No. 378.)  Pulv. jalap. | i 
Puly. fcammon. aa gr. xv. : 
| : _ Ol. cinamom, gtt. j. M,f, pulv, purgs 
Vel, (No. 379.) B Pulv. jalap. gr. xv. 
¥s Gum, gambog. | 

Calomel, ppt. aa gr, v. | | 
wed: | Ol. menth. eff. gtt. j. M. f, pulv, purg. 
Vel, (No, 380.) BR Elaterii gr. jead yj. adij. > t: 

Syr. fimp. q. f. ut fiat pilula. 
Vel, (No. 381.) B Chrvit. tartari 3}. ad Zils. | 

| Aq fervent. ibj, mane {umend. alternis diebus: 

This laft is a powerful medicine in dropfy, and acts ‘as a pure 
gative or diuretic, and fometimes in both ways. To direct its 
operation nore certainly to the urinary organs, it will be advifable 
to give plentifplly of tepid liquids after it; or the fame effect may 
be produced by giving the fame quantity in divided dofes, at fhort 
jutervals, until the whole is taken. : 

To promote a diaphorefis is generally a difficult tafk in this 
difeafe. This a€tion of the veffels, however, upon the furface of 
the bady, mutt be attempted by friction, giving large dofes of aq. 
ammon. accetat. and ordering the patient to wear flannel over the 
whole body, ; - 

Or fweating may be induced by the following means ; | 
(No. 382.)  Pulv. ipecac. comp. gr. xv. ad 9}. hora decubittis 

fumend. in 7 
In the procefs the patient fhould lie between blankets ; the fweating 
fhould be kept up twenty-fourhours at leaft, fupporting him dur- 
ing the operation by frequent tepid liquids, ae é 

The ftimulants (No. 154-) or (No. 158.) are alfo proper under 
certain circumltances. Re 

In effecting the fecond indication, we muft diftinguifh between 
the remote caufes which fill exift, and thofe which remain as the 
effe&s of thofe already removed. . Pn 

(1) Of the firft kind are morbid affections of the abdominal and 
thoracic vifcera, intemperance, expofure to a moift atmofphere, — 
and immerfion of part of the body in water. , iB 

(2) Among the fecond may be numbered debility, induced by 
large evacuations, long-continued intermittent fevers, and the ufe 
‘of ipirituous liquors, the effects remaining although the practice 
may be d.fvontinued, Inflammation of internal furfaces. | 

“The difeafes of the vifcera may be of different kinds, and muft 
be treated in the manner pointed out under the feveral heads ta 
which they belong. - . ’ 


~~ 


- 


e 


ANASARCA. ay 


The debility and lofs of tone of the fyftem are to be removed 
by carefully fhunning their caufes; by tonic medicines, by exer- — 
cife, and by fupporting the integuments of .the lower extremities 
by a. A diligent frigtion of the legs every morning fhould 
be ufed. inde 

In many cafes it will be. proper to join diuretics with tonics ; 
in which event, the following formule are worth attending to: ; 
(No. 383-) & Decod. cinchone, 

Vel, Infuf. amar. fimp. 39}. 
Aq. foenic. 3}. | 
Kali acetat. gij. . 
M. f. mitt. fumat cochl. iv. ter in die, 
Vel, (No. 384.) RB Infuf. cort. Anguftur. Zils. 
Aq. anethi 3}. Ps 
Tin. canthar. gtt. xv. ad xxv- 
7 M, f. hauff. ter in die fumend, 
Vel, (No. 385.) B Pilul, aromat. 
fy 3 Bul rhabpaa gj. 
| Puly, feill, fice. gr. vj. 
Ol. juniperi gtts. vj. 
— Syr. fimp. q. f. 
| M. f. pill. No, xxiv. quarum capt, ij, bis in die 
} fuperb. hauft.. fequent. | 
(No. 386.) B Infuf quaflie Zifs. 
| Ting. cinchone 3j. m. f. hautft, 
Vel, (No. 387.) B Ferri vitriol. 
4 iG "+ Myrth. in pulv. trit. 
Extract. cinchonz aa 3). 
Kali prep, 3fs. 
Syr. zingiber q. f ae 
M. f. pil. xL11. dof. ij. adiv. ter quaterve india 
Vel, (No. 388.) % Myrrh. in pulv. trit, gr. xv. 
Ferri vitriol. gr. v. : 
Kali prep. gr. x. 
Aque pure Zifs. 
Tinct. cardamom. 3ifs. m. f. hauftus. ‘: 

The manner of exhibiting the Digitalis purpurea is defcribed 
“under HYDROTHORAX. . in 
It may be proper here to notice, that, in anafarca, it is ufualto 
’ {carify the feet’and legs. - By this means. the water is often dif- 
charged: but the operator muft be cautious not to make the in- 
cifions too deep; they ought barely to penetrate through the {kin ; 
and efpecial care mult be! taken, by fpirituous fomentations and 
"proper kl to prevent a gangrene. Dr. Fothergill obferves, 
“that the fafeft and moft efficacious way of making thefe drains is 

‘by the inftrument ufed for cupping, called a /cerificator ; and he 
always orders it to be fo applied as te make the little wounds 


412 HYDROCEPHALUS. 


tranfverfely; as they not only difcharge better, but are alfo longer 
in healing, than when miade longitudinally.: (9) ses "15 oe 
' “Notwithftanding ‘every’ precaution, however, gangrene..will 
often enfue’; and’ it’ is; Upon the whole, asmuch {ater practice to. 
evacuate-the water by’the natural ontlets, the valvalar lymphatic. 
abforbents ;_ and with this intention emetics and cathartics, but. pare. 
ticularly diuretics, are often employed with fuccels. 9. gt 
4) GUO Gita ets st ea 
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Guus LXXVI. HY DROCEPH ALUS, ~ 
~WatTER in the HEAD. ; 


Hydrocephalus, Sauv..een. 285. Lin. 216.  Boerb. 1237 
Hydrocephalum, Vog. 384. . 


This differs from the hydrocephalus formerly treated of at fome 
Iength under the title of apoplexia Aydrocephalica, ciefly im the 
water being colleGted in the external parts of the head, whereas 
the former is entirely within the fkull. - In the fifth volume of the 
Medical Obfervations we have-an account of a very extraordinary 
cafe of this Kind. The patient was a child only of a few days old, 
and had a tumour on his head about the fize of a common tea-_ 
cup, which had the appearance of a bladder ditended with water; 
near the apex was a fmall opening, through which a bloody ferum 
ewas difcharged. In other -refpects the: child was healthy. No 
application was, ufed but a piece of linen dipped’in brandy, The 
tumor continued to increafe for» many months; ‘at the end of 
which time, the membrane ‘containing the water appeared equally 
thick with the other part of the fealp, except’ one place about the © 
fize of a fhilling, which continued thin, and at times appeared as 
if it would burtt: He continued’ in this fituation for about fe- 
venteen months, when the circumference of ‘the hhead'was 20 
inches, the bafe 16%, the middle.182, -and from the bafe to the 
apex near 82, The water was then drawn off, and the child 
died in two days, Almoft allother cafes of this defcription have 
proved fatal; the futures of the fkull. generally give way, and the 
“whole external part of the head) is equally enlarged. but inthe: 
inftance juft now given, there was a deficiency of part. of the bones, 
“ Ahhough, however, in fome inftances;where the head is thus en- 
-Jarged to an enormous -fize, the water is exterior tothe brain, and 
therefore entitled to the appellation of ;hydrocephalus exterior, yet 
mnueh ‘more frequently in thofe inftances where thete is a maniteft 
' féparation of the bones of theicranium at the futures, the water is 
ftill contaitied within the ventricles; and accordingly the difeafe 
may be much more properly. diftinguifhed into the acute and chronic — 
“hy drocephialds, than, as is commonly done, into the dernal and 
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| external. Although the latter be much flower in its progrefs, 
_fometimes fubfifting even for years, yet it is equally difftult'of ~ 
_ cure..with the former, and very often it proves fatal in a few days, 
if the water be drawn off by an artificial opening, which may be 
.. very ealily performed by,a mere puncture with a common lancet, 
without either pain or any immediate hazard from the operation 
 itfelf; although the water be lodged in the ventricles; for thefe are 
diftended to an enormous fize, and the fubftance of the brain aimoft 
totally,deftroyed, fo that hardly any thing is to be pun@tured ‘but 
membranes. | se 


“Genus LKXVIL | HYDRORACHITIS. 
SPINA BiFIDA, 


. ' Hydrorachitis, Sauv. gen. 287. AMorgagn. de fed. X11. 9. et feg. 
Spinola, Lin. 289. he | 
. Spina Bihda, Vog. 336. : 
., » Vhis difeafe, which confifts in a foft tumor on the lumbar ver- 
»odtebrae, attended with a feparation of the vertebra, though geuerally 
+ -@oniidered, as approaching to the nature of rachitis, is commonly 
oteferred to the fargeon; who ought certainly to be confulted with 
‘y,regard to. this affection, in- its earlieft {tage. See the remarks on 
this difeafe.in vol, IV. 


"Genus LXXVII. HYDROTHORAX, 


. : | Dropsy of the BREAST. 
, tert Who eH ar ean |x, "de » eh 
_. Hydrothorax. Sauy. gen. 150. Vog. 311. Boerb. 1219. 
remasrtii jon tu slow. oltre ) shy 
ae ‘This affeGion, particularly with refpect to its caufes, is in many 
oj) eircumftances. fimilar to other kinds of dropfy, particularly to 
soo afcues. . But.from the fituation of the water, which is here depo- 
doip/tited.in.the cavity. of the thorax, it may naturally be fuppofed that 
tey-fome, peculiar fymptoms will occur. Befides the common fymp- 
sy toms. of.dropfy, palenefs of the countenance, fcamgity of urine; and 
ev the like, this difeafe is, in fome inftances, attended with a fluc- 
ego tuationjof water within the brealt; which, when it does occur, 
ow! May.be confidered as a certain diftinguifhing mark of this affection. 
-yi» But befides this, it is alfo diftinguithed by the remarkable dffec- 
_-tigns.of circulation and refpiration with which it is attended. 
ve « > The breathing is peculiarly difficult, efpecially in a recumbent 
pofture ;, and in many inftances patients cannot breathe with te- 
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Jerable eafe, unlefs when fitting erect, or even ftooping fomewhat 
forwards. ‘The pulfe is very irregular, and ‘has often remarkable 
intermiffions, * But the difeafe has been thought to be principally 
characterifed by a fudden.ftarting from fleep, in confequence of 
an almoft inexpreffible uneafy fenfation referred to the breaft, and 
attended with ftrong palpitation, which may probably arife from 
-an affection either of the circulation or of refpiration, ~ 
That thefe fymptoms aré common attendants of this difeafe, is - 
undeniable ; and they are certainly the belt charaCteriltics of this 
affection with which we are yet acquainted: but it muft be allowed 
that they are prefent in fome cafes where there is mo water in the 
breaft; and that in other inftances where the difeafe exifts, they 
are cither altogether wanting, or occur only in a very flight degree. 
- Certain diagnoftics, therefore, of this difeafe {hil remain to be 
difcovered. SF) 0 tule : é 
When hydrothorax is prefent from the affection of the vital 
-fun@tions with which it is attended, it may_readily be concluded 
that it is a dangerdtis difeafe, and in many inftances it proves fatal. 
The cure, as far as it-can be accomplithed, is obtained’ very much 
on the fame principles as in other dropfies: Here, however, pro- 
__ bably from the sncertainty.of the diagnoftics, the artificial abftrac- | 
tion of water, by paracentefis of the thorax, is lefs frequently had 
recourfe to than in afcites; though in fome inftances, after’ other 
means have failed, it has been faid not only to give relief of fymp- 
toms kighly urgent, particularly dyfpnoea, but even to produce a 
complete cure. Benefit is often obtained from an artificial dif- 
charge of water by the application of blifters to the breaft >but in. 
this, as well as other dropfies, a difcharge is chiefly effeCted by the 
natural outlets, particularly from the ufe of catharucs and diuretics. 
In this {pecies of dropfy, more perhaps than in’ any other, recourie- 
has been had to the ufe of the digitalis purpurea, or fox glove, fo 
ftrongly recommended as a diuretic, by Dr. Withering, in his_ 
treatife refpecting the ufe.of it. There can be no doubt that this 
article, though fometimes productive of inconvenierice from the. 
diftreffing ficknefs and fevere vomiting which it not unfrequently 
excites, though ufed even but in fimall dofes,’ often operates as a 
powerful diuretic, and produces a complete’ evacuati ml of water, 
after other medicines have failed. From the ‘effeéts mentioned 
above, however, as well as from its influence ‘on the pulfe, which 
it renders much flower, it is néceffary that it fhould-be employed 
with great caution, and in {niall dofes; A dram of thedried leaves 
of the digitalis, macerated for four hours in half a pint of warm 
water, forms an infufion which may be given in ‘dofes of one 
ounce, and the dried powder of the leaves in dofes of one or two 
grains; thefe dofes may be gradually increafed, and repeated twice 
or oftener in the day; but this’ requires to be done with great 
caution, left feyere vomiting, or other fymptoms, fhould ta. oped 
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Dr. Saunders gives this medicine in the following forms: 
{No. 389.) B Digital. herb. exficcat. in pulv. trit. gr. j. 
Cryftal. tartar. 3fs. 
Pulv. aromat. gr. iij. M. ! 
Fiant pulveres fex hujufmodi, quorum fumatur unus. bis 
terve de die. 
(No, 390.) RK Digital. herb. exficcat. gr. x. 
Confect. opiat. q. f. ut fant pilulze decem, 
Sumat unam vel alteram bis in die. 
{No. 391.) R Digital. herb. exficcat. 3). 
_ Aquz fervent. Zvilj. 
Macera per hore fextam partem, etliquori cum expref 
fione colato adde, i 
Tind, cardam. comp. 3}. 
Capiat unciam unam bis die. 


Genus LXXIX. ASCITES. 
Drorsy of the ABDOMEN. 


 Afcites, Savy. gen. 288. Lin. 217. Vog. 314. Sag. gen. 

315. Boerh. 1226. Hoffm. Ill. 322. Funck. 87. Dz 
Monro on the Dropfy, 1765. Atihnan, Animadyerfiones de 
‘Hydrope, 1779. 


1. Defcription.] This difeafe affumes three different forms :— 

(1) When the water immediately wafhes the inteltines. (2) 

When it is interpofed between the abdominal mufcles and peri- 

toneum. Or (3), when it is contained in facs and hollow ve- 

ficles ; in which cafe it is called the ency/ted drop/y. Some phyfi- 

cians of great reputation have afferted, that the water was often 

- placed within the duplieature of the peritonzeum ; but this is al- 

~~ Teged by Dr. Milman to be a miftake, as that membrane is looked 

vpon by the beft anatomifts to be fingle; and he thinks that the 

above-mentioned phyficians: have been led into this error from 

obferving the water collected in the cellular fubftance of the peri- 
-ton@um.. iF i 

_ In the beginning of an afcites the patient becomes languid, 

breathlefs, and has an averfion to motion; his belly fwells; and 

when ftruck, the found of Auctuating water is perceptible ; there 

is a difficulty of breathing when his belly is prefled. ‘There ts an 

almoft continua] thirft, which in the progrefs of the difeafe bes 

- gomes very urgent ; the urine is thick, in {maJl quantity, and red. 

_ The pulfe is {mall and frequent ; and as the belly fwells, the other 

\ parts wafteaway. Afever at laft arifes, which, conftantly increafing, 

in the end carries off the patient. Thefe fymptoms are mow ur- 
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gent where the waters are/in immediate contact with the ‘intefs 
tines ; in the other kinds the reft.of the body. is lefs wafted.; nor 
is there fo great thirft or difficulty of breathing. a 
2. Caufes, &c.] ‘The immediate. caufe of dropfy is a greater 
“! effufion of ferum by the exhalant arteries than the abforbents take 
up. . This may be occafioned either by too great a quantity of 
liquid thrown out by the former, or by an inability ofthe latter to 
‘perform their‘ofice. This commonly happens in people whofe 
bodies are of a weak and lax texture, and hence. wemen are more 
fubje&t to this malady than men ; chlorotic girls efpecially are very 
_ apt to become dropfical. ag ane pate 
“. "Sometimes, however, this difeafe is occafioned by a debility of 
the vital powers, by great evacuations of blood, or by acute dif- 
eafes accidentally protracted beyond their ufual period; and al- 
though this caufe feems very ditkerent froma laxity of fibres, yet 
the drapfy feems to be produced ina fimilar manner by both. For 
the vital powers being debilitated by either of thefe caufes, natu- 
rally bring on a certain debility and laxity of) the folids; and, on 
the other hand, a debility of the folids always brings on a debi- 
lity of the vitalipowers ; and from this debility of the vital powers, 
in both cafes, it happens that thofe humours which ought to be 
» expelled from the body:are not, but accumulate by degrees in its 
\ cavities.) “Lhere. is; however, -this, difference. between the two 
+ kinds of dropfy, arifing from thefe two different caufes :— That 
in the one which arifes from laxity, the folid parts are more. in- 
pees than in that which arifes from a debility of the vital powers. 
In the former, therefore, the water feems to flow, out from every 
~ quarter, and the body fwells, all over. But when the ‘difeafe is 
~* occafioned by a debility. of the wital powers, though the folids be 
~~» lefs damaged, yet the power of the;heart being much diminithed, — 
-.). and the humours fearce propelled through the extreme veffels, the . 
©. thin liquids by which, insa, healthy ftate,, the .body-is daily 
-!* recruited, are carried by their,own weight either into the cavities 
or into the cellular texture. Flence thofe aqueous ¢ffufions which — 
‘follow great evacuations of. blood, .or violent loofeneffes, begin in — 
| the more depending parts :of the:body, gradually,afcending, tll 
they arrive at the cavity of the abdomen, or even the.thorax. 

But another and much more fufficient caufe for the production 
of dropfy, is an obftruétiom of the circulation and this.:may take 
place from polypi in the heart of large; veffels, and hard fwellings 

- . <in the abdomen. » Inftances have been obferyed ofa, dropfy arifing 
'  fromteatomatous tumors.in the omentum,j andymany more: from 
*. a feirrhous liver or fpleen, and from an infatCtion and obftruction 

of the mefenteric glands, by which means the,lymph,coming from 

the’ extremities is prevented) from arriving at the heart.) Scir- 
-» «-rhofity of the liver, the-moftcommon: caufe. of afcites, probably | 
“= -operateseby augmentingeffufion in confequence, of. its.preyenting 
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‘the return of the venous blood, the greater part of the veins from 


the abdomen going to the formation of the vena portarum. __.. 

Laftly, whatever, either within or without the veffels, con- 
tracts or {huts up their cavities, produces a more copious and eafy. 
tranfmiffion of the thin humours through the exhalant arteries, at 
the fame time that it prevents their return by the abforbent veins. 
This has been eftablifhed by experiment. For Lower having: 
perforated the right fide of the thorax in a dog, tied the vena cava, 
and fewed up the wound. The animal languifhed for a few 
hours, and then died. On diffeCtion, a great quantity of ferum 


was found in the abdomen, as if he had long laboured under an 


afcites. In like manner, having tied the jugular veins of another 
dog, a furprifing {welling took place in thofe parts above the liga~ 
tures, and in two days the creature died. On diffeétion, all the 


. mufcles and glands were vaftly diftended, and quite pellucid, with 


limpid ferum. From thefe experiments, and fome cafes of the 
difeafe mentioned. by different authors, it appears, that when the 
veins are obftructed fo that they cannot receive.the arterial blood, 
the ferum is feparated, as by a filtre, into the more open cavities 
and laxer parts of the body, while the thicker part {tagnates, and 
is collected in the proper blood veffels. Patil. 
The too great tenuity of the humours is very frequently deemed 


the caufe of dropfy, and many authors have afferted that dropfy 
tight arife merely from a fuperabundance of water in the blood. 
For this, fome experiments are quoted, from which they would — 


‘infer, that when a great quantity of aqueous fluid is introduced 
into the blood, the fuperfluous fluid ought by no means to pafs 
through the extremities of the fanguiferous arteries into the veins, 
in the common courfe of circulation, but by being effufed into the 


‘cavities fhould produce a dropfy, But this can only happen wher 


the vital powers are very much diminifhed; for, ina natural ftate, 
the fuperfluous quantity is immediately thrown out by the fkin or 


the kidneys: aiid agreeably to this we have an experiment of 
Schultzius, who induced a dropfy in a dog by caufing him to drink 


a great quantity of water; but he had firft bled him almeft ad dea 
Lquium, {fo that the vital powers were in-a manner opprefled by 


the deluge of water. In this manner do thofe become hydropic 
‘who are feized with the difeafe on drinking large quantities of 
‘water, either when wearied with labour, or weakened by fome 


kinds of difeafe. Dr. Fothergill relates an inftance of a perfon 


who, being advifed to drink plentifully of barley-water, in order 
‘to remove a fever, rathly drank twelve pounds of that liquor every= 


‘nience, as is eet from what has heen related concerning the 
‘diata aquea ule | | ‘vat 


a 


day for a month, and thus fell into an almoft incurable diftemper. 
Bat if this quantity had been taken only during the prevalence of 
the fever, he would, in all probability, have fuffered no inconves 


d by the Italians. ‘ 
“VOL: if, pete ee 0 7 AI ) 


Iris, morddvér, evident from experiments, that, in a healthy 
{tate, not Only water is not depofited in the cavities, but that if. 
it is injéeted into them it will be abforbed, unlefs fome. laxity of 
the folids has already taken place. Dr. Mufgrave injeéted into 
the right fide of the thorax of a dog four ounces of warm water ; 
whence 4 diffeulty of bréathing and weaknefs immediately fol- 
lowed. But thefe fymptoms-continually lefféned, and in the {pace 
of a week the animal feemed to be in as good health as before, 
Afterwatds he injééted tixteen ounces of warm water into the left 
cavity of thé thorax in the fame dog ; the fame effects followed, 
together with great heat,and ftrong pulfation of theheart; but he 
again tecovered in the {pace of a week. Laftly, he injected 
éighteen ounces of water into one fide of the thorax, and only fix 
into the other: the fanre fymptoms followed, but vanifhed in a 
much fhorter time; for within five days the dog was reftoréd to 
perfect health. ‘During this time, however, he obferved that the 
creature made a greater quantity of urine than ufuak 

“The remote caufes of drop{y are mafy and various. What 
éver- relaxes the folids in fuch a‘manner as to give an occafion of 
eccumiulation to the ferous fluids, difpofes to the dropfy. A laay 
indolent life, rainy wet weather, fwampy or low foil, and every 

thing which conduces to weaken the viicera, or infenfibly to pro- 
duce obftrutions in them, paves the way for a dropfy. Hence 
thofe are ready to fall into the difeafe who ufe hard and vifcid ali- 
ments, fuch as poor people, in fome countries, who ufe coarfe 
brown bread, and children who are fed with unwholefome ali- 
ments; and the fame thing happens to thofe who drink immode- 
rately of {pirituous liquors. 

3. Prognofis.} When the dropfy arifes from a fcirrhus of the 
liver or fpleen, or any of the other vifcera, the prognofis mutt al- 
“ways be unfavourable, and alfo when it arifes from diforders of 
the lungs. Neither is the cafe more favourable to thofe in whom 
the {mall veffels are ruptured, and pour out their liquids into the 
cavity of the abdomen. ‘Thofe certainly die who have polypi in 
the veffels, or tuntors comprefling the veins and yeffels of the ab- 
domen. A dropfy ~arifing from obftructions in the mefenteric 
glands is likewife difficult to cure, whether fuch obftructions arife 
strom a bad habit of body, or from any other caufe; if we can, 
however, by any mearis remove the difeafe of the. glands, the 
-dropfy eafily ceafes. But in thofe who fal into dropfy without 
any difeafe preceding, it is not quite fo dangerous; and even” 
though a difeafe' has preceded, if the patient’s ftrength be not 
_greatly weakened, if the refpiration be free, and the perfon be not 
‘affected with any’ particular pain, we may entertain great hopes 
“ofacure. But where a great lofs of blood is followed by a fever, 
‘and.that by a dropfy, the patients almoft always die, and that in 
a fhort time: thofe, however, ate very frequently cured whe fall 
jato this difeals. witheut apy preceding hemorrhagy. fea: 
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4. Cure] In the cure of this difeafe authors chiefly mention 
‘two indications ; (1) To expel the fuperfluous quantity of water ; 
and; (2)°To prevent its being again collected. y 

~Bat»before we proceed to fpeak of the remedies, it is neceflary 
to take notice, that by the animal economy, if a great evacuation 
ofa fluid takes place'iniany part of the body, all the other fluids 
in the body are directed towards that part, and thofe which lie, as 
it were, lurking in different parts will be immediately abforbed, 
‘and thrown out by the fame.paflage. Hence the humours which 
in hydropic perfons: are extravafated into the different cavities of 
the body will be thrown into the inteftines, and evacuated by pur- 
gatives ; or by diuretics will be thrown: upon the kidneys, and 
evacuated by-urine. Itis, however, not only neceflary to excite 
thefe evacuationsin order to remove this malady, but they muft be 
affiduouily promoted and kept up till the abundant humour is to- 
tally expelled. For this reafon Sydenham:has advifed purgatives 
to be adminiftered every day, uflefs, either through the too. great 
weaknefsiof the body, or the violent operation of the purgative, it 
fhall be neceffary to interpofe a day or two now and thef ; be- 
caufe if any confiderable intervals be allowed to take place between 
the exhibition of the purgatives, an opportunity is given to the 
waters of colleCting again: In this method, however, there 1s the 
following inconvemence, that, when the waters are totally eva~ 
cuated, the ftrength is at the fame time fo much exhautted, that 
the difeafe commonly returas in a very fhorttime. Hence almoft 
our only hopes of curing a dropfv confift in gently evacuating the ~ 
waters by means of diuretics. But the efficacy of thefe is gene- 
rally very doubtful. Dr. Freind hath leng ago obferved, that this 
part of medicine is of all others the moft lame and imperfect ; but 
a French phyfician, Mr. Bacher, difcovered, as he alleges, a ine~ 
thod of making the diuretics much more fuccefsful. ‘His reputa- 
tion in this way became fo great indeed, that the French king. 
thought proper to purchafe his fecret for a great fum of money. 
The bafis of his medicine was hellebore-root, the offenfive quali- 
ties of which he attempted to correét in the followig manner : 
A quantity of the dried roots of black hellebore were pounded, 
and then put into.a glazed earthen veffel, and afterwards {prinkled 
with {pirit of wine. They were fuffered to ftand for twelve hours, 
ftirring them about twice or thrice during that fpace of time. 
They were: then {prinkled again, and at lait good Rhenifh wine 
was poured on till it ftood fix fingers abgve the roots, “The mix- 
ture was frequently agitated with a wooden fpatula: and as the 
wine was imbibed by the roots, more was poured on, fo as to keep 
it always at the fame height for forty-eight hours. The whole 
was then put on the fire-and boiled for half an hour, after which 
the decoétion was violently prefled out ; the fame quantity of wine 
was added as at firft, and the wixture boiled as-before» After the 
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fecond expreffion thé woody. refiduum was thrown away as ufelefs, 
Both the {trained liquors are then mixed together with two parts 
of boiling water to one of the decoétion. The whole is after 
‘wards evaporated in a filver veffel to the confiftence of a‘fyrup. 
One part of the extract is again added with two parts of boiling © 
water, ‘and the whole infpiffated, as before.—-By this means, fays 
vhe, the-volatile naufeous acrid particles are feparated by evapera- 
tion, and the fixed -enes remain corrected and prepared for medi- 
cinal ufes ; adding, towards the end, a ninth part of old brandy, 
and evaporating to the confiftence of turpentine. Mrs Bacher 
reafons a good deal on the way in which this procefs corrects the 
medicine ; but tells us, that, notwithf{tanding the improvement, his 
pills will not have the defired effect unlefs properly made up. For 
forming them, they ought to be mixed with matters both of an 
-Invifcating and indurating nature; yet, fo prepared that it willbe 
Yeadily foluble in the ftomach, even of a perfon already debilitated. 
For anfwering thefe purpofes, he chofe myrrh and carduus bene- 
dictus, and then gives the following receipt for the fogmation of 
-“ Take the extraét of hellebore prepared as above direéted, and. of 
felution of myrrh, each one ounce; of powdered carduus benediétus 
three drachms and a feruple. Mix them together, and form into-a 
mafs, dividing it into pills of a grain and an half each.” To thefe 
_ pills Mr.. Bacher gives the name of pilule tonice, from an idea, 
that while they evacuate the water, they at the fame time act.as 
tonics ; and that, from augmenting the action of the lymphatics, 
they prevent the return of the difeafe. Indeed, if both thefe inten- 
tions coald be effectually anfwered by the ufe of the fame re- 
»medy, it would unqueftionably be of great importance in practice. 
The: effects of thefe. pills were, we are told, very furprifing. 
Dr. Daignan relates, that he gave them to eighteen hydropic pa- 
tients at once ; and thefe he divided into three. clafles, according to 
. the degree of the difeafe with which they were affeéted... The tirft 
clafs contained thofe who laboured under an anafarca following — 
intermittent fevers. The fecond clafs contained thofe who had an 
.anafarea, together with fome degree: of afcites, arifing: from _ 
tedious febrile diforders. ‘All thefe were cured ; but thefe two ~ 
clafles confifted of {uch cafes'as are moft ealily removed.: But the 
_third contained fix who were feized with. a moft violent anafarca 
. and afcites after being much weakened by tedious diforders, and of 
-confequence in whom the difeafe was very difficult to be cured. — 
Even of thefe, however, four were: cured, and the other: two: 
died. The body of one of thefe being diffected, both: fides of the 
cavity of the thorax were found to be full of a blackith red water, » 
_ The lungs were unfound ; there was a polypous concretion inthe — 
. right ventricle of the heart; the liver and ipleen were hard, and of 
:@ preternatural: bulk; and the glands of the’ mefentery were 
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ebtttuéted’ and. infarcted. ...In the other, the liyer and pancreas 
yrere ftirrhous, and the f{pleen very hard. Me BANE Sore +" p ais 
The fame medicines were given by De Horne-to eight perfons, 
fix.of whom-had beth an anafarca.and afcites, but the other two 
only an. afcites,. Four of.thefe recovered; three died without 
being freed from: the dropfy; one.in whom the dropfy. was cured 

died in a fhort time after, having for fome time before his death ” 
beceme fpeechlefs. . So emial a i, papiteak! oH BOS 
By thefe patients ten of the pills were taken at once; and the 
fame dofe repeated to the third time, with an interval of an hour 
betwixt each dofe. At firft they proved purgative, and then diu- 
retic; by which lat evacuation they finally cured the difeafe. 
But though Mr. Bacher was firmly of opinion that his pills cured 
the dropfy by reafon of the above-related correction ; yet it is 
certain that, in the hands of other praétitioners, thefe very pills 
have failed, unlefs they alfo made ufe of the fame regimen recom, 
mended by that phyfician; while, on the other hand, it is alfo 
certain, that different medicines will prove equally efficacious in 

dropfical cafes, provided this regimen is made ufe of, 

For a great number of ages it has been recommended to drop- 
fical patients to abftain as much as poffible from drink, and thus 
to the torments of their difeafe was added that of an intolerable 
thirft; and how great this torment was we may underftand from 
an example of a friend of king Antigonus, who, having been 
clofely watched both by order of the phyficians and alfo of the king, 
was fo. unable to bear. the raging thirft occafioned by his difeafe, 
that he fwallowed his own excrements and urine, and thus fpeedily 
put.an end to his life. Dr. Milman {hews, at great length, the per- 
nicious tendency of this practice... He maintains that itis quite 
contrary to the fentiments of Hippocrates and the betft ancient phy 
ficians. He afferts, that unlefs plenty of diluting drink be,given, 
the beft diuretics can have no effect. . He condemns alfo in the 
ftrongeft terms the practice of giving dropfical patients. onty dry, 
hard, and indigeftible aliments, “Thefe would opprefs the ftomach 
even of the moft- healthy; and how much more muft they do fo 
to thafe who are already debilitated by labouring under a tedious 
diforder? By what means alfo are thefe aliments to he diffolved 
in the ftomach when drink is withheld! In this difeafe the faliva 
is vifcid, and in fmall quantity; from whence it may be reafonably 
conjectured, that. the reft of the fluids are of the fame nature, and 
the gaftric juices likewife depraved, Thus the aliments lie long 
in the ftomach; and if the vifcera were formerly free of obftruc- 
tions, thefe are now generated; the ftrength fails; perfpiration 
and other excretions are obftructed; the vifcid and pituitous hu- 
amours produced by thefe kinds of food float about the precordia, 
and increafe the difeafe, while the furface of the body becomes 


“quite dry.. Nay, fo much does this kind of diet confpire with the ~ 
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difeafe, that too pounds Of fluid wilh fometimes be imbibed ine 
few days by hydropic perfons who také no drink. — Even in Health, 
if the body from any caufe becotnes dry, or deprived of a confider 
able, part of its juices, as by hunger, labour, &c. it will imbibe @ 
confiderable quantity of moifture from the air; fo that we mutt 
Impute ‘the abovesmentioned extraordinary inhalation, impart at 
Jeaft, to the denial of drink, and to'the nature of the alimént given 
to the fick. . The following is the account given by Dr, Milman 
of his pragtice in the Middlefex hofpital. popes 
If the patient be not véry much debilitated, he is fometimes 
treated ‘with the purging waters, and a dofe of jalap'and calomel 
alternately. On the intermediate days he gets a faline mixture, 
with forty or fixty drops of acetim Jeilliticum every fixth hour; _ 
drinking with the \purgatives-oat-gruel and forme thin broths.— 
That he might the beteer afcertain what fhare the liquids given 
along with the medicines had in producing a ‘copious flow ‘of 
urine, he jometimes gave the medicines in the beginning of the 
difeafe without allowing the drink: but though the fwellings were 
ufually diminifhed a little by the purgatives, the urine fill conti- 
nued fcanty, and the patients were greatly weakened. | Fearing, 
therefore, lett, by following this‘courte, the ftrength of the fick 
might be too much reduced, he then ‘began his courfe of. diuretic 
- medicines, giving large quantities of barley-water with'a little fal 
diureticus ; by which means, fometimes in the {hort {pace of forty- 
eight hours after the courfe was begun, the urine Howed out in very 
large quantity: butas the faline drinks are very difagrecable to the 
tafte, a drink ~was ‘compofed purpofely for hydropic perfons, of 
half an outicé’of cream of tartar diffolved in two poutids of barley- 
water, made agreeably fweet with fyrup, adding ofie or two ounces 
of French brandy. °°” Mara a he 
To this compofition Dr. Milman was induced by the great 
-praifes given to cream of tartar ‘by fome phyficians m hydropic 
cafes. Inthe Aa Bononienfia, fifteen cafes of hydropic ‘patients 
are narrated who were cured only by taking half an ounce of 
cream of tartar daily. But it ‘is remarkable, that by thefe very 
patients the cream of tartar was taken for 20, 30, nay 40 days, 
often without any perceptible effe€t; yet when diffolved in a large 
quantity of water, it fhewed its falutary' effets frequently within 
as many hours, by producing a plentiful. flow of:urine. This 
liquor is now ‘the common drink of hydropit patients in the hefpital 
above mentioned, of which they drink’at pleafure dlong withtheir 
13) Oo Fl aa te Ls at Pros 
“Among purgative medicines, Dr. Milman recommends “the 
radix feneke; but fays the decoction of it, according to ‘the Edin- 
burgh Pharmacopeeia, is 106 ‘ftrong, as he always found it ‘excite 
vomiting when prepared as there directed, and thus greatly to dif- 
treis the patients; but-~when only half an Ounce or‘fix drachms ‘of — 
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the root are ufed to a pound of decoction, inftead of a whole ounce 
as dirécted by the Edinburgh college, he finds it an excellent 
remedy ; and though it may fometimes induce a little vomiting, 
and frequently a naufea, yet it feldom failed to procure nine or ten 
ftools a-day, and fometimes alfo ~proved diuretic, But we muft 
take care not to be too free in the fe of feneka, or any other pur- 
gative, if the patients be very weak; and therefore, after having 
ufed purgatives for fome time, it will be proper to depend upon 
diuretics entirely for perfeéting the cure ; and of the fuccefs ‘of this 
method our author gives fome very remarkable inftances. But he 
obferves, that after the dropfy is removed, the patients will fome- 
times die without any evident caufe; and of this it 1s proper that 
the phyfician fhould be aware. It is remarkable with what cate 
a flux of urine is induced in thofe who have a {cirrhous liver 5 
while, on the other hand, in one who had the mefenteric glands 
obftruéted, along with a {cirrofity of the. liver and vitiated itate of 
the lungs, the moft powerful diuretics proved ineffectual. In 
fome cafes Dr. Milman thinks the kidneys may be fo preffed with 
the weight of the water, as to be unable to perform their office. 
With regard, however, to diuretics in general, it may be remarked, 
that the operation of none of them can be certainly depended upon. 
Tn particular conftitutions, and at particular times, one will be 
obferved to fucceed after another (though commonly of much 
greater power) has been tried in vain. Accordingly various articles 
of this kind are often ufed in fucceffion. Recourfe is particularly 
often had to the roots of taraxacum, of colchicum, and of /guills ; 
the latter, efpecially when combined with calomel, is often found 
to be a very powerful diuretic. And indeed’ mercury in different 
forms, probably from acting as a deobftruent, is often of very great 
ufe in dropfical complaints. Among other diuretics, the /acfuca 
virofa has been highly extolled by Dr. Collins of Vienna, and 
the nicotiana tabaccum by Dr. Fowler of York: but neither has. 
been extenfively introduced into practice, although we have known 
fome inftances in which the latter has been ufed with great ad- 
vantage. 

The water having been drawn off, we are to put the patient on 
a courfe of f{trengtheners ; fuch as the Peruvian bark, with fome 
of the warm aromatics, and a due proportion of rhubarb infufed 
in wine, and chalybeates. Gentle exercife, and fri€tions on the 
belly, with fuch a courfe of diet as thall be light and nourifhing, 
are alfo to be enjoined: and it may be obferved, that the ufe of 
tonic medicines is by no means to be delayed till a complete eva- 
cuation of the water can be obtained. On the contrary, by alter- 
nating, and even combining the ufe of evacuants and tonics, the 
influence of both is often very much promoted. 

Dr. Saunders {peaks of the treatment in the following way. He 
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fays, the cure of dropfy chiefly depends on the proper ufe of eva- 


cuations. 


The moft effeétual means of difcharging water from the dif- 
ferent cavities of the body, but more. efpecially in the Aféites, are, 


(1) By purging and vomiting. 
~ (2) By the exhibition of diuretics. 
Of the former defcription are, 
(No. 392.) B Elaterii gr. ii. 
Cryftal. tartar. 9). 
Simul in pulverem tenuem terantur, et adde 
Conf. Aurant. cort. q. s. sae te 
: Fiat Bolus mane primo, bis in hebdomada, fumendus. 
(No. 393-) & Gambog. in pulv. trit. ots Vs. : . 
Bigete don, Cty lal. tartar... 9). 
Conf. Aurant: cort. q. S. 
Fiat oie diluculo fumendus. 
No. 394.) B Pulv. ipecacuanh. or. xv. ty RS Be 
¢ ee Aaisihe carat or. * M. ut fiat Palvis emeticus. 
_Ex pauxillo liquoris alicujus idonei vefpere hauriatur, et, vomitu 
moto, fuperbibantur cyathi aliquot infufi tepidi florum chamzmeli. 
(No. 395.) RK Puly. rad, Jallap. alii ; 
nye ’ Cryftal. tartar. fing. 3fs. 
Puly. aromat. gr. v. Mifce, 7 sa a 
Sit Pulvis catharticus, mane 'ex fero lactis a jejuno excipiendus, 
_, 4s diuretics, the following may be employed according to cir= 
cumftances : sae tic ttn 20 3 en eae rape 
(No. 396.) B Kali acetat. ij. sedi tot ct a a 
ni ay Aq. menth. pip. Zifs. 
Sp. Lavend, comp. gutt. xxx, 
Fiat Hauftus ter in die capiendus. 
{No. 397.) B Scilla recens exficcat. Ole iVe 
MBP Ge ryt fartars oj. Mia... 
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Sit pulyis, noéte maneque fumendus ex feri lactis poculo. 


(No. 398.) B Conf. Scille 3{s. 
. alomelan, gr. ij. 
ar Opii purif. gr. fs. mPa eee 
Fiat Belus omni nofe per hebdomadam fumendus, 
(No. 399.) B Tinct. {cillz 3] Pas Be 
_ Dofis'a guttis viginti ufque ad fexaginta. - | 
In fome cafes the do€tor advifes the following 3). 15-215 Might cum 
(No. 400.) B, Ammoniac. gum. in poly, trit.. (ye Reagan 
. Scilla recent. fing. 3fs. hie 
_ . Simul contunde, ut. fiant pilulz duodecim. Sumat tres, bis, 
ferve-quotidies 0" «6° 9 1m el ele a 
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(No. 4o1.)-R. Lact. ammoniac. Zy. 

we dee Oxymel. feillee_ fas 
Tint. opii camph. fing. Zfs. M. 

.’ . Capiat cochlearia duo, fexta quaque hora. qo 
"To the practice of the different phyficians of eminence whofe 
names have been already mentioned, we fhall annex an account of 
the treatment recommended by Dr. Magennis. | 

“Tn the cure of every fpecies of dropfy,’’ fays the doctor, “ prac ; 
titioners in general have two indications in view, that of evacuating © 
the fuperabundant fluid in the firft inftance; and, fecondly, to 

vard again{t its further accumulation. To accomplifh thefe 
defirable ends, recourfe is almoft invariably had tothe operation 
of draftic purges, frequently exhibited and repeated, fuch as feneka, 
jalap and calomel, the neutral falts, and the occafional ufe of 
diuretics. When by’a due perfeverance in thefe means, the water, 
is totally or in great meafure. expelled, different tomics, as bark, 
{teel, and bitters, are employed to reftore the loft tone of the con-. 
ftitution, and confirm the cure. But although this treatment may 
have frequently fucceeded in removing the diforder in queftion, yet 
there is great reafon to believe that it has been only in young and 

- natarally robuft habits, where the complaint was of recent ftand- 
ing, tay not depending.on any previoufly exifting diftemper. For, — 
if we are to confider dropfy as a difeafe commonly of high debility, 
and confequently of diminifhed: excitement, whether - originally 
produced by profufe evacuations of blood, fuddenly inducing a 
confiderable diminution of the vital powers, or by long-protracted 
acute difeafes, or other caufes occafioning a general atony and 
relaxation of the fibres, we fhall naturally and juitly he led to con- 
clude, that thefe violent evacuant remedies have rather-a tendency 
to increafe the malady by ftill further exhaulting the excitability or 
fenforial power, than to remove it. Sula eal usa tameath dee 

“« ‘That this practice is often attended with great danger, and 
fometimes with fatal confequences, we haye the teftimony. of Dr. — 
Milman, who fays, that after the dropfy is removed, the patients 
will fometimes die without any evident caufe; and again, this re- 
{fpectable author obferves, that we muft take care not to make too 
free with the ufe of purgatives if the patient be weak. _ I might 
afk the doctor with much propriety, if he had ever met an in- 
ftance of dropfy, afcites, or anafarca, as a general difeafe, that 
was not accompanied with and preceded by great debility? Not-~ 
withftanding thefe cautions, and their manifett propriety, the doc- 
tor however depends, as Sydenham and others did before him, 
chiefly on the good effects.of purgatives ; for he f{peaks, among 
other things, of the advantages arifing from a decoétion of feneka, 
procuring nine or ten ftools a-day. Sydenham advifes catharti¢es 
to be adminiftered every day, unlefs through the too great weak- 

“ fils of the body, or the violent operation of the purgativé, it thall 
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be neceflary to interpofe a day or two now and then; becaufe, he 
fays, if confiderable intervals be allowed to occur between the exhi- 
bition of the purgatives, the water will be afforded an opportunity 
of again collecting. a” 
«A careful and Mligent inveftigation into all the phenomena 
“attending dropfy, will convince’ every impartial and unbiaffed ob- 
ferver, that it is always a difeafe of diminifhed, and never of in- 
-ereafed excitement; unlefs when excitement is pufhed beyond its 
@ue bounds into indirect debility, as is frequently the cafe with 
men who indulge too freely in ‘the luxuries and conviviality of the 
table, whofe diffolution is not unufually preceded by this very dif- 
eafe: but ftill debility, whether of the direct or indire& fpecies,: 
and however induced, muft precede and accompany it throughout 
all its flages. ; | i he 2 
Tf this view of the queftion be juft, and founded on accurate 
obfervations deduced from the phenomena known invariably to 
attend the difeafe, how many lives, then, muft annually have fallen 
a facrifice to the common but miftaken practice? a prattice 
grounded on falfe and erroneous theory ; a praétice which, inftead 
of oppofing the deftructive tendency of the difeafe, is in direct 
unifon with it; an accredited error fandtioned by ages, and.main-= 
tained on the authority of great names, but which will be difcarded 
‘the moment we have courage to reafon from effects to caufes, 
and to confider real faéts divefted of the influence of fplendid but _ 
Hlufive fyftems. I am unacquainted with any caufe which has 
operated more powerfully againft the extenfion and improvement 
of medical fcience, than implicit confidence in certain illuftrious 
names and fyftems of phyfic: the mind refting’ with a kind of 
fatal. fecurity on the fuppofed truths of thofe oracles, fufpends its 
own inguifitive propenfities and energies, thereby effectually fhut~ 
ting up all avenues-to enquiry and inveftigation. ade 
& Convinced by experience of the inefficacy and pernicious confe~ 
guences of employing evacugnt and debilitating remedies for the cure 
af a difeafe depending on atony and relaxation, more efpecially of 
the vafcular‘fyftem, I purfued a courfe diametrically oppofite. 
T endeavoured to fupport and invigorate my patients by dhe sib 
powerful and permanent ftimuli, both with refpeé&t to medicines — 
and diet; and with thefe were joined active diuretics, in order.to — 
ftimulate the kidneys and determine the ferous fluid to thofe paf- 
fages. In fhort, to ftrengthen the habit, to reftore the energy and. — 
loft tone of the vafcular fyftem, to promote abforption, and finally 
to expel the ferous collections from the body, were the ends pro- 
. pofed: how far I fucceeded will be beft feen by a narrative of the 
following cafes. | : a 
“ Cale I. It is to be confeffed that I began the treatment of 
this cafe om the old plan. James Griebel,-a French prifoner, a 
young man 28 years of age, was admitied into the hosp iiat at Naar 
. | : 
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snan Crofs om the 3d of November, 1799; he dated the com- 
mencemént of his complaint about three weeks before, occafioned 
probably by poverty and want. On examination, | found the 
abdomen very much enlarged, with evident fu€tuation; the legs 
much {welled and cedematous, eafily receiving and retaining a long 
time every impreflion ; a quick, {mall pulfe, a dry tongue, parched 
fkin; great thirft, paffed little or {carcely any urine; a fhort trou- 
blefome cough; dificult refpiration, fo much fo that he was. 
obliged to keep ina half erect poflure whenever he flept; a fallow, 
emaciated countenance, with large blotches: and fcabby eruptions 
all over the body. He was immediately ordered a brifk cathartic 
of jalap and calomel, which procured feveral copious ftools and 
relieved his breathing. On the sth the fymptoms became equally 
oppreflive and diftrefling. Rep. cathar. with fimilar effects, though 
lefs permanent, 6th, All the fymptoms recurred with additional 
violence, the patient being ‘confiderably reduced, Ordered this 
day a diuretic mixture, Aq. menth. kali. acet. et tin. feille. Paffed 
no water except when at the water-clofet, ‘and then even very 
{cantily. 8th, Several watery evacuations by the anus yelterday ; 
notwithftanding which, the legs, thighs, and abdomen, were more — 
enlarged than ever, with extreme debility andemaciation. Jt now 
became evident that the patient would {peedily fink, unlefs relieved 
by other means. Under this idea he began the following mixture: 
(No. 402.) R Aq. menth. Zv}. 

Ferr. vitriol. 

Kali. ° 

Myrrh. an. 5]. 

Tin. feillz. | 

Spt. eth. nit. aa. gifs. 

Tindt. opii. gt. xl. Sumat cochl. ij, 4is. horis. 

At the fame time he was ordered a pint of red wine, and nou- 

_ sithing diet in fmall quantities frequently repeated. gthand 10th, 
No alteration. On the rith he made confiderably more water, 
but he was ftill greatly debilitated. 12th and 13th, The evacu- 
ations by the kidneys much increafed, {pirits better, ftrength 
amended, 15th, Much better, The power of the. mixture 
augmented, 17th, Quantity of urine now daily 5 pints. xé8th, 
Increafed to 6 pints, of a dufky brown colour with much fedi- 
ment; treatment the fame; al!-the bad fymptoms greatly abated ; 
the legs, thighs, and abdomen, confiderably reduced ; refpiration 
much relieved, thirft gone, appetite good; in fhort, he was won- 
derfully amended. 23d, Almoft free from complaint, pafled daily 
6 pints and upwards of urine. His medicines and treatment con- 
tinued the fame till the 30th, at which time he was perfectly re- 
fiored to health; and on the.4th of December he was difcharged 
40 prifon, having paffed during the laft 15 days near go pints of 
water, befides what was lo& during operations by the anus. It 


e 


= 
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js worthy of remark, that the tone and vigour of the fibres-of thé 
inteftinal canal’ were by this time fo completely reftored; that he 
was obliged to take aperients twice, on the 24th and agth. “The 
fcabby eruptions had at firft much the appearance of being @ 
fpecies of itch; but before the 30th the fkin was wholly cleared 
from them.”? |” «alae abt 's: 2 vali 
¢ Cafe IT. John Colquhoun, aged 42 years, a feaman be- 
Jonging to his Majefly’s thip Le.Pompée, was admitted into the 
Royal Hofpital at Plymouth, on the 4th of June laft, labouring 
under uniyerfal anafarca; his legs and thighs were fo aftonith- 
ingly diftended, that it was with the utmoft dificulty he could 
ftand; great proftration of ftrength, deje€tion of fpirits, a trou- 
blefome’ cough with expeétoration, thirft, difficult refpiration, 
pain about the fcrob. cordis, lofs of appetite, profufe diarrhoea ; 
paffes no urine except at ftool, and then only a few drops‘at a 
time. ‘The hiftory of the cafe previous to admiffion: He had 
been affected with cough at leaft twelve months; the fwellings 
of the extremities began about five weeks before I faw him, and 
the diarrhcca was chiefly occafioned by the purgatives employed: 
to remove the dropfy ; he was, upon the whole, much emaciated 
and reduced... The ftate of his: bowels became the firft object of 
my care; and having by the ufe of the cretaceous mixture, tinct, 
éatechu and opium, 2imoft rempyed this complaint, he began the 
following mixture on the 7th: At 2 BoE Oe MOE) 
(No. 403.) BR Ferr, vitriol. gr, xv 
a tek ~ Kali et Myrrh. aa. 9}, 
Aq. menth. Z vj. 
Tine. faite j 
Spt. gether. nitr. aa. 3jfs. 
Oh SD nete Spi ete Le 
| Mi. capt. cochl, iy. 4is horis. | } 
. «This treatment was continued till the rrth, with little amend 
ment, for’ which reafon the inixture was augmented in ftrength, 
‘wine given, and’ a hourifhing diet and: drink without’ reftriction, 
33th, he difcharge of ‘urint confiderable: 20th, The quantity 
amounted to about 5 pints, and continued to increafe-daily. 26th, 
The flréngth of the mixture ftill further augmented thus; 9° 
(No.'404.) RB Ferrs vitrioh Bip. A od Bateg 


rare 


_f 


"Kali er Myrrh. a. Diyfs. > eth hes: 
ee Dep NeR ae aaa Wei, 
Pe yi wit Spt. set = ittOs. ade Zllje : re 
om . ait : 


a) Pet opi gts Ixx. 
wg Seo Aq. menth. Svj. M. | | | ‘ 
~°' From this time the difcharge by the kidneys increafed daily, till _ 
it ainouitted tb 6 pints and upwards of high-coloured water, emit- _ 
ting a {trong feetor, and depofiting a heavy fediment. On July 
30, his extremities were redyced to their natural fize, the cough 


%! 


” 


{ 
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and expeétoration almoft. wholly removed, the pain about the 


{erob. cord..much abated, and his ftrength and appetite. greatly 


amended. On the 11th, he had feveral copious motions; diar~ 


rheea being extremely prevalent among thepatients for fome time | 
paft, which compelled me to fufpend the chalybeatemixture; and 
to have recourfe to’ the cretaceous as at firft. In four days the 


-diatrhoea was removed; and, on the 15th, he commenced the 


chalybeate mixture, although every veftige of droply was at 


-this time wholly removed ; but the diarrhoea: had: again reduced 
chim. It is remarkable, that during’ the 13th, 14th,and 15th, he 


fcarcely made a quart of water each day.) 
“ This man was accidentally feen on board the Pompée, and 
ordered to the hofpital by Dr. Harnefs, commiffioner of fick and 


swounded feamen, who, from thé marked appearance of hectic, 
‘Joined to the anafarca, diarrhoea, and other bad fymptoms attend- 


ing this patient, confidered it a loft cafe. 4 52 a Se 

« Cafe III. Henry Roach, 26 years of age, a feamanbelong~ 
ing to his Majefty’s {hip Windfor Caftle, was received into. the 
Royal Hofpital on the 1ft-of June, 1800. I found the abdomen 


-enormoully enlarged, fluctuation, dry tongue, unquenchable thirft, 
the lower extremities much tumified and cedematous, an unceafing 
cough, and he expectorated largely a purulent kind of mucus,.if i 
may be permitted the expreffion, flightly tinged or ftreaked with 
blood; a fixed and diftreffing pain about the fecrbicul. cordis, at- 


tended with profufe perfpirations daily towards morning. “The 
abdomen was fo diftended, and his ftrength fo exhaufted, that he 
could neither ftand on his legs from the fize and weight of his 
bedy, nor lie down for fear of fuffocation. He dated the com- 
mencement.of his difordér from having put on a damp fhirt, the 
24th of February laft; from that time he had conftant cough, 
which gradually increafed till his belly began to {well, about five 
weeks before his admiffion. Whatever cathartics could do had 
been already liberally tried on board the fhip.. His countenance had 
all the appearance of a completely. formed hectic; the alz of the 


-nofe were pinched in, the cheeks funk ‘and hollow, with a circu- 


lar rouge-like tinge in the centre.of ‘each; in fhort, his whole 
apearance indicated approaching diffolution, or, at beit, incurable 
phthifis; nor had I, the {mallett hope of his recovery. For the 
firft three days I prefcribed only a pectoral mixture with tinct. 


‘opii camph. to eafe the.vielence of the cough, expecting ‘that he 


could not furvive many days. On the qth of June, however, he 
began with the chalybeate diuretic mixture, which was ‘continued 
ull the 8th, without much variation ; but be made on this day near 
a quart of water at different times. Increafed the ftrength of the 


-shixture. Allowed a pint of red wine; no reftriGtions refpecting 


the quantity of common drink, which was. made by boiling 3m. 


_of crem. tart. for afew minutes in a quart of water with a litle 


> 
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erange-pecl, fweetened with honey. From this time tothe 26th 
there was no alteration in the treatment, but the difcharge by the. 
kidneys increafed to the aftonifhing quantity of between 8 and 9 
pints of water daily; very high-coloured, and depofiting a copious 
fediment ; he began now to recover rapidly. _Increafed the. ferr. 
Vvitr. to pr. XXX. ah kali, myrrh. a. 9ij. This quantity was daily 
perfevered in till the 13th of July, on which day he quitted the 
hofpital. perfe@tly reftored to health, all the fymptoms having 
gradually difappeared; even the cough and expectoration ap- 
peared wholly removed. Thére was a variety of {mall occurrences 
refpecting this and the preceding patient, which I have omitted, to 
ane prolixity ; but each had blifters applied to the fcrobiculus 
cordis, » 

«From the fortunate termination of thefe bad cafes,’’ fays 
Dr: Magennis, “ are we not juftly entitled to conclude, that the 
above pian of cure will commonly prove fuccefsful for the re- 
moval'of dropfy as a general difeafe, and even when combined 
with incipient phthifis, or a morbid ftate of the lungs? But 
where it depends on long-eftablithed fcirrhus of the liver, or other 
vifcera, on polypi of the heart and great blood veflels, on com~' 
preffion from fixed and indolent tumors, or, in fhort, when it is 
{ymptomatic only of fome internal incurable malady; then, indeed, _ 
the probability of fuccefs will be lefs apparent.”’ 

When the patient can by no other means be relieved, the ope- 
ration of paracentefis muft be had recourfe to, which is the bufinefs 
of the furgeon.. | | 


Genus LXXX. HYDROMETRA, 


Dropsy of the Uterus. 


Pydrometra, Sauv. gen. 289. Sag. 116. Boerb, 12246 


i 


Genus LKXXL HYDROCELE, 
| Dropsy of the Scrotum. 


~ Ofcheocele, Sauv. gen. 41- Vog. 388. 
Ofcheophyma, Sag. 44. 
Hydrops icroti, Vog. 389. 
Hydrops teftium, Boerh. 1227: 


For the treatment of thefe two difeafes, we may refer the reader 
to what has already been faid of other {pecies of dropfy, particu 
‘Jarly afecites, But both are chiefly to be combated by chirurgical — 
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Operation, efpecially the latter, in which it feldom fails to produce - 
% @omplete cure. Ow ee 


‘ 


Gexvs LXXXII. PHYSCONIA. 
SWELLING of the Belly. 


Phyfconia, Savv. gen. 283, : Vog. 325. Sag. gen. 11o¥ 
Hypofarca, Lin. 218. ! 


This difeafe may arife from a variety of caufes, as from 2 
{weliing of the liver, fpleen, kidneys, uterus, omentum, ovariumy 
imefentery, inteftines, &c. and fometimes it arifes merely from 
fat. In the former cafes, as the vifcera are generally fcirrhous 
and indurated, the difeafe is for the moft part incurable ; neither is 
the profpect much better where the difeafe is occafioned by a great 
quantity of fat. | 


Genus LXXXIII. RACHITIS, 
ey The RIcKETs. 
Rachitis, Sauv. gen. 294. Lin. 212. Wog. 312. Sag. gen. 
120. Boerh. 1480. Hoffm. Ill. 487. Zeviani della Ka- 
o _chitide. Glifon de Rachiide. 


Me 

‘This is one of the difeafes peculiar to infancy ; for which rea- 
fon we referve the confideration of it for the chapter on the Duis- 
BASES oF CHILDREN in our fifth volume. 


Orvper III. IMPETIGINES. 
Impetigines, Savv. Cl. X. Ord, V. Sag. Cl. If. Ord. V. 


Genus LXXXIV. SCROFULA., | 
KING’s-EVILs | 


Scrofula, Sauv. gen. 285. Pog. 367. Sag, 121, 
Struma, Lin. 284. ve 


tt. Defeviption.] This difeafe thews itfelf by hard f{cirrhous, 
and often indolent tumors, which arife by degrees in the glands of 


~ 
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ca neck, under the chin, arm-pits, ‘and different parts of the 
ody, but moft commonly in the neck, and beliind the ears.) In 
procefs of time, the cellular fubftance, ligaments of the joints, ahd. 


even the bones themfelves, are affected. In fcrofula the fwellings 
are much more.moveable than thofe of the {cirrhous kind; they 
are generally fofter, and feldom attended with much pain; they 
are tedious in coming to, fuppuration ; are very apt to difappear 
fuddenly, and again to rife in fome other part of the body. We 
may likewife mention, as charaGteriftic circumftances of this dif- 


eafe, a remarkable foftnefs of the fkin, a kind of fulnefs of the — 


face, generally with large eyes, and a very delicate complexion. 
2. Caufes.) A variety-of caufes have been mentioned as tend- 


“ing to produce fcrofula; viz. a crude indigeftible : food ; bad 
swater; living in damp, low fituations ; its being an hereditary 


‘difeafe, ard in fome countries endemic, &c. But whatever may 
in different circumf{tances be the exciting or predifpofing caufes of 
the fcrofula, the difeafe itfelf either depends upon, or is at leaft 


much conneéted with, a debility of the conftitution in: general, — 


and probably of the lymphatic fyftem in particular, the complaint 
always fhewing itfelf by fome affections. of the latter. And that 
debility has atleaft a confiderable infiuence in its production is pro- 


bable, not only from the manifeit nature of fome of the caufes faid 
to be productive of fcrofula, but likewife from fuch remedies as 


° 


are found moft ferviceable in the cure, which are all of a tonic in- 


_-yigorating nature. 


3. Prognifis.] ‘The ferofula is a diftemper which often eludes 


‘the moft powerful medicines, and therefore phyficians cannot — 


with any certainty promife a cure. It is feldom, however, that 
it proves mortal in a {hort time, unlefs it attacks the internal parts, 
fuch as the lungs, where it frequently produces tubercles that bring 


‘on a fatal confumption. When it attacks the joints, it frequently 


produces ulcers, which continué for a long ume, ‘and gradually 
wafte the patient; while, in the mean time, the bones become 
foul and corroded, and death enfues after a long fcene of mifery. 


The prognofis in this refpect muft be regulated entirely by the na- _ 


ture of the fymptoms. 


“4. Cure.| Ut was long fuppofed that fcrofula depended upon — 


an acid acrimony of the fluids ; and this, it is probable, gave rife 
to the ufe of burat fponge, different kinds of foap, and other al- 
kaline fubftances, as the beft remedies for acidity. But although 


a fournefs of the ftomach and prime vie does, no doubt, fre-_ 


quently occur in thefe complaints, yet this fymptom feems to be 


entirely the confequence of that general relaxation which in {cro- — 


fula fo univerfally prevails, and which does not render it in the 
leaft neceffary to fuppofe a general acefcency of the fluids to take 
place; as the one very frequently, itis well known, even in other 


complaints, occurs without the lea& fufpicion of any acid acti- 


T ee 
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‘mony exifting in the other. This is alfo rendered very probable 
from the indolent nature of fcrofulous tumors, which have been 
known to fubfift for years without giving any uneafinefs ; which 
could not have been the cafe, if an acid, or any other acrimony, 
had prevailed in them. © , a 

In the treatment of fcrofula, different morbid conditions, exift- 
ing in different parts, require, according to circumftances, various 
means of cure: but, upon the whole, the remedies directed may 
be confidered as ufed with a view either to the tumors, to the ul- 
cerations, or to the general {tate of the fyftem. © 7 

Mercurial purges are fometimes of ufe as refolvents in fcro- 
fulous fwellings ; but nothing has fuch confiderable influence asa 
frequent and copious ufe of Peruvian bark. Cold bathing too, 
efpecially in the fea, together with frequentamoderate exercife, is 
often of fingular fervice here; as is likewife change of air, efpe- 
cially to a warm climate. | 

In the fcrofulous inflammation of the eyes, or ophthalmia ftru- 
mofa, the Peruvian bark has alfo been given with extraordinary 
advantage: and we meet with an inftance of its having cured the 
gutta rofacea in the face ; a complaint which it is often difficult to 
remove, and which is extremely difagreeable to the fair fex. 

From the various cafes related of tumefied glands, it appears, 
that when the habit is relaxed and the circulation weak, either 
from conftitution or accident, the bark’is a moft efficacious me= 
dicine, and that it a¢ts as a refolvent and difcutient.. It will not, 
however, fucceed in all cafes ; but there are few in whicha trial 
can be attended with much detriment... Dr. Fothergill obferves, 
that he has never known it avail much where the bones were af= 
fe€ted, nor where the {crofulous tumor was fo fituated as to be 
accompanied with much pain, as in the joints, or under the mem- 
branous coverings of the mufcles ; for, when the difeafe attacks 
thofe parts, the periofteum feldom efcapes without fome injury, 
by which the bone wiil, of courfe, be likewife affeCted. Here the 
Peruvian bark is of no effect: inftead of leffening, it rather in- 
creafes the fever that accompanies thofe circumftances ; and, if it 


do not really aggravate the complaint, it feems at leaft to accele- 


\ 


rate the progrefs of the difeafe.. 
Various are the modes in which the bark is adminiftered: Dr. 
Fothergill made ufe of a decoction, with the addition of fome aro- 
matic ingredients and a {mall quantity of liquorice-root, as a form 
in which a fufficient quantity may be given without exciting dif- 
guft. But where it is eafily retained in the ftomach in fubftance, 
perhaps the beft form of exhibiting it is that of powder ; and in 
this ftate it is often advantageoufly conjoined with powder of 
cicuta, and taken in milk. ; “ 
The powder, however, foon becomes. difagreeable to very 
young patients ; and the extract feems not fo much to be depended 
VOL. lap Pere KK 
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upon as may have been imagined.. In making the extract, it is 
_expofed to fo much heat, as muft have fome effect upon its vir- 
toes, perhaps to their detriment. In adminiftering it, likewife, if 
great care be not taken to mix it intimately with a proper vehicle, 
or fome very foluble fubftance, in weak bowels it very often 
purges, and thereby not only difappoints the phyfician, but injures 
the patient. A dmall quantity of the cortex Winteranus added, 
_ gives the medicine a grateful warmth ; and a little liquorice, a few 
raifins, gum-arabic, or the like, added to the decoction before it 
be taken from the fire, by, making the liquor vifcid enables it to, 
fufpend more of the fine particles of the bark ; by which procefs 
the medicine is not only improved in efficacy, but at the fame 
time rendered lefs difagreeable. | 
"We thall here fubmit to the choice of the praClitioner the fol- 
lowing formule employed at St. Bartholomew’s, Guy’s, St. 
George’s, the Middlefex, and other hofpitals. ne Ore 
(No. 405.) \R. Antimon. prep. | 
| Hydrarg. cum fulphur. fing. 9j- 
Conf. cort. aurant. gr. x. 
er Fiat Bolus mane et necte fumendus, 
(No. 406.) . Antim. prep, 
sneces & cp ubeblydrangyn, | fing. 3. 

Flor. fulphur. 3{s. 4 bs 
Terantur fimul in mortario lapideo, donee unitas 
: spefaha ith cc. | 

Dofis, drachma dimidia bis die. 
(No. 407-) R Calomelanos. - 
bg % Sulph. antim. precip. fing. 3fs. 
Guaiac. in puly. triti 3}. 
: Balf. copaiv. q. f. af 

Fiant pilula xxx quarum fumat j. vel ij, omni nocte. 
(No. 408.)  Natr. prep. leni igne calcinat. gifs. 
| | Rhabarb. in puly. trit. g{s. 


- 


Conf. rofe rub. q. f. ae 
Fiant pilulze mediocres, quarum fumantur duo vel tres 
bis terve indies. 


- ~ 


(No. 409.) R. Spong. uft. prep. 9). 
* Rhabarb. in pulv. trit. gr. v- » 
Tere fimul ut fiat pulvis, vel fyrupum zingiberis ad- 
| | dendo fit Bolus, bis die fumendus. 
(No. 410.) R. Spong. uft. Dy. 
if _ Syr. zingiber. q-f 
an Fiat Bolus bis die fumendus. 
(No. 411.) kK. Spong. ult. preep. 3fs. 
Sal. gemmee 9). 
Kali vitriolat, gr. x. 
Syr. Gimp. qe f. 
Fiat Bolus bis in die fumendus; : 
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(No. 412. BR. Myrrh. in puly. trit. 9}. 
; Kaliprep. grax. . 
Ferri vitriolan gr. vilj. 
Aq. piment. 24. 
Fiat Hauftus bis terve quotidie fumendus. 
(No. 413.) R. Cinchon/ flav. in pulv. trit. Z ise 
~ Rofar. rub. exficcat. 34. 
: Aq: fervent. 3 xij. | 
-Macera in vafo idoneo, et liquorem frigefactum 
eolatkt, i | 
Infuf. colat. Zvij. adde, - 
Acid. vitriol. dilut. 3}. 
Syr. fimp. Zfs., oh | 
~~ Fiat Miftura cujus cyathum bibat quarta [quaque 
| . hora. Me “us 
(No. 414.) BR. Natri preeparati 3). 
. Pulveris cinchone 3}. 
Mucilag. arabici gummi q. £ bei 
Fiat Ele@tuarium, cujus capiat quant. nuc. mofch. 
ter die. , | 
(No. 475.) BR. Mezer. rad. cortic. 3]. 
Aq. fontis lib. 1. . | 
Decoque ad lib. j. Sub finem coctionis adde, 
Glycyrrhiz. rad. incif. 3). et cola. | 
 Bibat ger ab unciis duabus ufque ad uncias qua- 
mor, ter quaterve indies. 
RB. Mezer. rad. Zfs._ 
Aq, diftillat. lib. vj. 
Decoque ad lib. ij. fub finem coCctionis addens, 
Rad. Glycyrrhiz. incif. Zfs. : 
Dofis libra dimidia ter quotidie. 
: Dr. Hugh Smith recommends the following: : 
(No. 417.) R. Vitri antimon. in puly.. quam fubcilif, redacti 
gt. Iv. \ | 
Gum. fagapen. 3. 
Ol. juniper: gtt. x. gaan | 
Syr. fimp. q. f. ut ft. pill, No. xxx. fumend. ij: 
. iij. vel. iij. mane vel man. et. velp. 

He fays bark and chalybeates are often very uleful, and that 
madder root, as an attenuant and deterger of the minuteft veffels, 
may likewife be of advantage. | 
(No. 418.) BR. Hydrarg. muriat. or. X. 

Solve in Aq. fontan. 3) {. 
Adde TinG. cantharid. 3%. , 
M. ft. Lotio noéte cubitum iturus tumoribus ufurpand. 

In indolent fwellings of the glands from vifcid humours, {eae 
water has been ftrongly recommended by Dr, Ruffel. % 


§ 


(No. 416.) 


* 
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Dr. Fothergill alfo acquaints us, that the cicuta even by itfelf 
is not without a-confiderable fhare of efficacy in removing {cro 
fulous diforders. He mentions the cafe of a gentlewoman, about 
twenty-eight years of age, afflicted from her infancy with fcrofu- 
lous complaints, fevere ophthalmies, glandular {wellings, &c. 

cured by the extraGum cicute taken conftantly for the {pace of a 
ear. He obferves, however, that when given to children even 
in very fmall dofes, it is apt to produce fpafmodic affections ; for 
which reafon he rarely exhibited it to them when very young, or 
even to adults of very irritable habits. Dr. Fothergill gives feveral 
other inftances of the fuccefs of cicuta in fcrofulous cafes, and 
even in one which feemed to be not far removed from a confirmed 
phthifis ; but owns that it feldom had fuch good effects after- 
‘wards: yet he is of opinion, that where there are fymptoms of . 
tubercles forming, a ftrumous habit, and a tendency to phthifis, 
the cicuta will often be ferviceable. It is anodyne, corrects acri- | 
mony, and promotes the formation of good matter. With regard 
to the quality of the medicine, he obferves, that the extract pre- 
pared from hemlock before the plant arrives at maturity, is much 
inferior to that which is made when the hemlock has acquired its 
full vigour, and is rather on the verge of decline; juft when the 
flowers fade, the rudiments of the feeds become obfervable, and 
the habit of the plant inclines to yellow. ‘This, he thinks, is the 
proper time to.colleét the hemlock. It has then had the full benefit 
of the fummer heat; and the plants that grow in expofed places 
will generally be found more active than thofe that grow in the 
fhade. The lefs heat it undergoes during the preparation, the 
- better. Therefore, if a confiderable quantity of the dry po wder of 
the plant gathered at a proper feafon be added, lefs boiling will be 
neceflary, and the medicine will be the more eficaciouse But let 
the extract be prepared in what manner foever it may, provided 
it be made from the genuine plant, ata proper feafon, and be not 
deftroyed by boiling, the chief difference obfervable in ufing it is, 
that a larger quanuty of one kind is required to produce a. certain 
effe& than of another. Twenty grains of one fort of extract have — 
been found equal, in point of efficacy, to thirty, nay near forty, 
of another ; yet both of them made from the genuine plant, and 
moft probably prepared with equal fidelity. To prevent the incon- ~ 
veniences anfing from this uncertainty, it feems always expedient 
to begin with {mall dofes, and proceed ftep by {tep till the extract 
produces certain effects, which feldom fail to arife froma full ~ 
dofe. 'Thefe effeéts are different in different conftitutions. But, 
for the moft part, a giddinefs affe€ting the head, and motions of 
the eyes as if fomething pufhed them outwards, are firft felt; a 
flight ficknefs, and trembling agitation of the body ; a laxative 
ftool or two. One or all of thefe fymptoms are the marks of a 
fall dofe, let the quantity in weight be what it willy Here we 
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muft {top till none of thefe effects be felt; and in three or four 
days advance a few grains more. For it has been fuppofed by 
moft of thofe who have ufed this: medicine to any good purpofe, 
that the cicuta feldom procures any benefit, though given for a_ 
long time, unlefs in as large a dofe as the patient can bear with- 
out fuffering any of the inconveniences above mentioned. There 
is, however, reafon to believe, that its effects as a difcutient are 
in no degree dependent on its narcotic powers: and fome are in- 
clined to think, that recourfe is often had to larger dofes than ar. 
neceflary ; or at leaft that the fame benefit might be derived from 
{maller ones continued for an equal length of time. 

Patients commonly bear a greater quantity of the extract at 
night than at noon, and at noon than in the morning. Two 
drachms may be divided inte thirty pills. Adults begin with two 
in the morning, two at noon, and three or four at night, with di- 
rections to increafe each dofe, by the addition of a pill to each, as 
they can bear it. aly on a) : ‘ 

But after all, the beft form under which the cicuta can, we 
think, be exhibited, is that of powder from the leaves. This, 
either in a ftate of powder or made into pills, may be given at 
firft to the extent of four or five grains, and the dofe gradually 
rifing till it amount to fifteen or twenty grains twice or thrice a- 
day. Given t) this extent, particularly when conjoined with the ~ 
Peruvian bark, it has often been found of great fervice in fcrofu- 
lous cafes. " At the fame time it muft be allowed, that fuch pa- 
tients, after refifting every mode of cure, will have, in fome in- 
ftances, a fpontaneous recovery in the progrefs of life, probably 
from the fyitem acquiring additional vigour. 


Genus LXXXV.: SYPHILIS. 


Lugs VENEREA, or French Poxe 


Syphilis, Sawv, gen. 3086. Lin. 6. Pog. 319. Sage126.. | 
Lues venerea, Boerh. 1440. Hoffn. UI. 413. Funck. 96. 
4Aftruc, de lue Venerea. 


As this difeafe ufually happens to be treated by the furgeon, 
we have fully confidered it in our fourth volume. 
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Genus LKXXVI. SCORBUTUS. : 


z J 


ScuRVY. 


Scorbutus, Sauv. gen. 391. Lin. 223. Vog. 318. Sag. 1278 
Beerh, 1148. Hoffm. UI. 369. funcke ol. . Lind, on the 
Scurvy... Hulme, de Scorbuto.  Kouppe, ‘de morbis Navi- 

 gantium. 


1.. Defeription.] The firft indication of the fcorbutic diathefis 
is generally a change of colour in the face, from the natural and 
healthy look, to a pale and bloated complexion, with a liftlefl- 
nefs, and averfion from every fort of exercife; the gums foon 
after become itchy, fwell, and are apt to bleed on the flighteft 
touch ; the breath grows offenfive, and the gums, {welling daily 
more and more, turn livid, and at length become extremely’ fun- 
gous and putrid, as being continually in contact with.the external 
air; which in every cafe favours the putrefaction of fubftances 
difpofed to run into that ftate, and is indeed abfolutely requifite 
for the produdtion of a€tual rottennefs. 

The fymptoms of the fcurvy, like thofe of every other difeafe, 
are fomewhat different in different fubjects, according to the'various 
circumftances of conftitution; and they do not always proceed in 
the fame regular courfe in every patient. * But what is very re~ ~ 
markable in this difeafe, notwith{tanding the various and immenfe 
load of diftrefs under which the patients labour, there is no fick+ 
nefs at the ftomach, the appetite keeps up, and the fenfes remain 
entire almoft to the very laft: when lying at reft they make no 
complaints, and feel little diftrefs or pain; but the moment they 
attempt to rife or ftir themfelves, then the breathing becomes dif- 
ficult, with a kind of ftraitnefs, or catching, and great oppreflion, 
and fometimes they have been known to fall into a fyncope. This 
catching of the breath upon motion, with the lofs of flrength, de- 
jeGtion of fpirit, and rotten gums, are held as the effential or dif- 
tinguifhing fymptoms of the difeate.. “The {kin is generally dry, 
except in the very laft ftage, when the patients become exceed- 
ingly fubje& to faintings, and then it grows clammy and moaift : 
in fome it has an anferine appearance ; but much oftener it is 
fmooth and fhining ; and, when examined, is found to be fpread 
over with fpots not rifing above the furface, of a reddith, blueifh, 
livid, or purple colour, with a fort of yellow rim round them. 
At fir(t thefe fpots are for the moft part fmall, but in time they in- 
creafe to large blotches. ‘The legs and thighs are the places where — 
they are principally feen; more rarely on the head and face. 
Many have a fwelling of the legs, which is harder, and retains the | 
impreffion of the fingef longer than the common dropfical or truly 
cedematous fwellings, The flighteft wounds and bruifes, in {cor- 
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butic habits, degenerate into foul and untoward ulcers: and ‘the 
appearance of thefe ulcers is fo fingular and uniform, that they are 
eafily diftinguithed from all others. Scorbutie ulcers afford no 
good digeftion, but give out a thin and feetid ichor mixed with 
blood, which at length has the appearance of coagulated gore, 
lying caked onthe furface of the fore, not to be feparated or wiped 
off without fome difficulty. The flefh underneath thefe floughs 
feels to the probe foft and fpongy, and is very putrid. Neither de- 
tergents nor efchatotics are here of any fervice; for though fuch 
floughs be with great pains taken away, they are found again at 
the next drefline, where the fame fanguineous putrid appearance 
always prefents itfelf. Their edges are generally of a livid colour, 
and puffed up with excrefcences of proud flefh arifing from below 
“the {kin. As the violence of the difeafe increafes, the ulcers fhoot 
out a foft bloody fungus, which often rifes in a night’s time to a 
monftrous fize ; and although deftroyed by cauteries, actual or 
potential, or cut away with a knife, is found at next dreffing as 
large as ever. It is a confiderable time, however, before thefe 
ulcers, bad as they are, come to affect the bones with rottennefs. . 
Thefe appearances will always ferve to affure us that an ulcer is 
fcorbutic, and fhould put us on our guard with refpect-to the 
giving mercurials, which are the moit pernicious things that can 
be adminiftered in thefe cafes. : . 

Scorbutic people, as'the difeafe advances, are feldom free from 
pains ; though thefe have not the fame feat in all, and often in the 
fame perfon fhift their place. Some complain of univerfal pain in 
all their bones ; but moft violent in their limbs, and efpecially the 
joints: the moft frequent feat of their pain, however, is fome part 
of the breaft. The pains of this difeafe feem to arife from the 
diftraétion of the fenfible fibres by the extravafed blood being 
forced into the interftices of the periofteum and of the tendinous 
and ligamentous parts; whofe texture being fo firm, the fibres are 
liable to higher degrees of tenfion, and confequently of pain. 

The ftate of the bowelsis various; in fome there is an obftinate 
Goftivenefs ; in others a tendency to a flux, with extremely foetid 
ftools : the urine is alfo rank and feetid, generally high-coloured ; 
and, when it has ftood for fome hours, throws up an oily {cum on 
the furface. The pulfe is variable ; but moft commonly flower 
and more feeble than in the time of perfect health. A fliffnefs in 


- the tendons, and weaknefs in the joints of the knees, exift early 


in the difeafe ;. but as it grows more inveterate, the patients gene- 
rally lofe the ufe of their limbs altogether; having a contraction 
of the flexor-tendons in the ham, with a felling and pain in the 
joint of the knee. Some have their legs monftroully fwelled, and 
covered over with livid fpots, or ecchymofes; others have hard’ 
tumors there; fome, though without {welling, have the «calves 
of the legs, and the fleth of the thighs, quite indurated. As ‘per- 
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fons far gone in the fcurvy are apt to faint, and even to expire, on 
being moved and brought out into the frefh air, the utmoft care - 
and circumfpection are requifite when it 1s neceffary to ftir or re= 
move them. | " 
Scorbutic patients are at all-times, but more efpecially as the 
difeafe advances, extremely fubjeét to profufe bleedings from dif- 
ferent parts of the body; as from the nofe, gums, inteftines, 
lungs, &c. and likewife from their ulcers, which generally bleed 
plentifully ifthe fungus be cut away. It is not eafy to conceive a 
- ‘more difmal and diverfified fcene of mifery than what is beheld in 
_ the third and Jaft flage of this difeafe: it being then that the ano- 
malous and more extraordinary fymptoms appear, fuch as the 
burfting out of old wounds, and the diffolution of old fraCtures 
that have been long united. 

2. Caufes.) Theterm fcurvy has been indifcriminately applied, 
even by phyficians, to almoft all the different kinds of cutaneous 
foulnefs ; owing to fome writers of the latt century, who compre- 
hended fuch‘a variety of fymptoms under this denomination, that 
there are few chronic affections which may not be fo called, ac- 
cording to their f{cheme: but the difeafe here meant 1s the true pu- 
tridfeurvy, fo often fatal to feamen, and to people pent up in gar- 
rifons without fufficient fupplies of found animal food and frefh 
vegetables; or which is fometimes known to be endemic in certain 
countries, where the nature of the foil, the general ftate of the 
atmofphere, and the common courfe of diet, all combine in pro- 
ducing that fingular fpecies of corruption in the mafs of blood 
which conftitutes this difeafe ; for the appearances, on diffecting 
{corbutic fubjects, fuficiently fhew, that the fcurvy may, with 
great propriety, be termed a difeafe of the blood. 

Dr. Lind has, in a poftfcript to the third edition of his treatife 
on the fcurvy, given the refult of his obfervations drawn from the 
diffeQlion of a confiderable number of victims to this fatal malady, 
from which it appears that the true fcorbutic ftate, in an advanced 
ftage of the difeafe, confifts in numerous effufions of blood inte 
the cellular interftices of moft: parts of the body, fuperficial as well 
-as internal; particularly the gums and the legs ; the texture of the. 
former being almoft entirely cellu'ar, and the generally dependent 

~ ftate of the latter rendering thofe parts, of all others in the whole 
body, the moft apt to receive and retain the flagnant blood, when 
its crafis comes to be deftroyed ; and it lofes that glutinous qua- 
lity which, during health, hinders it from efcaping through the 
pores in the coats of the blood-veffeis, or through exhalant ex- 
tremities. 

A dropfical indifpofition, efpeciaily in the legs and breaft, was 
frequently, but not always, obferved in the fubjects that were, 

~opene’, and the pericardium was fometimes found diftended with 
water: the water thus collected was often fo fharp as to fhrivel 
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the hands of the diffe€tor ; and in fome inftances, where the fkin — 
happened to be broken, it-irritated and feftered the wound. 

The flefhy fibres were found fo extremely lax and tender, and 
the bellies of the mufcles in the legs and thighs fo ftuffed with the 
effufed ftagnating blood, that it was always difficult, and fome- 
times impoffible, to raife or feparate one mufcle from another, 
He fays that the quantity of this effufed blood was amazing 3 in 
fome bodies it feemed that almoft a fourth part of the whole naafs 
had efcaped from the veffels ; and it often lay in large concretions 
on the periofteum, and in fome few inftances under this membrane 
immediately onthe bone. And yet, notwithftanding this diffolved 
and depraved ftate of the external flefhy parts, the brain always 
appeared perfectly found, and the vifcera of the abdomen, as well 
as thofe in the’thorax, were in general found quite uncorrupted, 
There were fpots indeed, from extravafated blood, obferved on 
the mefentery, inteftines, ftomach, and omentum ; but thefe {pots 
were firm, and free from any mortified taint; and, more than 
once, an effufion of blood, as large as a hand’s breadth, has been 
feen on the furface of the ftomach; and what was remarkable, 
that very fubjeét was not known, while living, to have made any 
complaint of ticknefs, pain, or other diforder, in either ftomach 
or bowels. 

Thefe circumftances and appearances, with many others that 
are not here enumerated, all prove to a demonftration a putref- 
cent, or at leaft a highly depraved, ftate of the blood: and yet 
Dr. Lind takes no {mall pains to combat the idea of the fcurvy’s 
proceeding from animal putrefaétion ; 2 notion which, according 
to him, “may, and hath mifled phyficians to propofe and admi-- 
nifter remedies for it altogether ineffectual.” 

He alfo, in the preface to. his third edition, talks of the mif- . 
chief done by an attachment to delufive theories. Hefays, ‘¢ itis | 
not probable that a remedy for the {curvy will ever be difcovered 
from a preconceived hypothefis, or by fpeculative men in the 
clofet, who have never feen the difeafe, or who have feen at moft 
only a few cafes of it,” and adds, “ that though a few partial 
faéis and obfervations may, for a little, flatter with hopes of 
greater fuccefs, yet more enlarged experience muft ever evince 
the fallacy of all pofitive affertions in the healing art.’’ 

Sir John Pringle, however, ‘is ofa very different opinion. He 
“ is perfuaded, after long reflection, and the opportunities he has 
had of converfing with thofe who to much fagacity had joined 
no {mall experience in nautical practice, that upon an examina- 
tion of the feveral articles which have either been of old approved, 
or have of late been introduced into the navy, it will appear, that 
though thefe means may vary in form and in.mode of operating, 
yet they. all fome way contribute towards preventing putrefac- 
tion; whether of the air in the clofer parts of a fhip, of the 
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meats, of the water, of the clothes and bedding, or of the body 
itfelt.”” ‘ | | 

What Dr. Lind has above advanced is the more remarkable, as 
in the two former editions of his book, he embraced the hypothefis 
of animal putrefaétion being’the caufe of the fcutvy ; and if thefe 
effulions of blood, from a‘deftruction of its crafis and the diffolved 
ftate of the mufcular fibres, together with the rotten condition of 
the mouth and gums, do not betray putrefcency, it is hard to fay 
what does, or what other name we fhall beftow on this peculiar 
Ipecies of depravation which conftitutes the fcurvy. | 

The blood, no doubt, derives its healthy properties, and main- 
tains them, from the due fupplies of wholefome food ; while the 
infoluble, fuperfluous, effete, and acrid parts, are carried off by 
the feveral difcharges of ftool, urine, and perfpiration. 

- Our fenfes of tafte and fimell are fufficient to inform us when 
our food is ina ftate of foundnefs and {weetnefs, and confequently 
wholefome ; but it is from chemiftry that we muft learn the prin- 
eiples on which thefe qualities chiefly depend. . 

Experiments of various kinds have proved, that the foundnefs 
of animal and vegetable fubftances depends very much, if not en- 
urely, on the prefence of their a€rial principle ; fince rottennefs is 
never obferved to take place without an émiffion of fixed air from 
the putrefying fubftance ; and even when putrefaction has made a 
confiderable progrefs, if aerial acid can be transferred, in fyfficient 
quantity, from fome other fubftance in a ftate of effervefcence or 
fermentation, into the putrid body, the offenfive fmell of this will 
be deftroyed ; and if it be a bit of rotten flefh with which the ex- 
periment is made, the firmnefs of its fibres will be found in fome 
meafure reftored. * : 

‘The experiments of Dr. Hales, as well as many others ‘made 
fince his time, fhew that an aérial principle is greatly connected 
with, and remarkably abundant in, the gelatinous ‘parts of animal 
bodies, and in the mucilage or farina of vegetables. But thefe are 
the parts of our food which are moft particularly nutritive; and 
Dr. Cullen, whofe opinion on this, as on every other medical fub-_ 
ject, muft be allowed of the greateft weight, affirms, in his Lec- 
tures on the Materia Medica, that the fubftances on which we 
teed are nutritious only in proportion to the quantities of oil and 
fugar which they refpectively contain. This oil and {ugar are. 
blended together in the gelatinous part of our animal food, and in 
the mucilaginous and farinaceous part of efculent vegetables ; 
and, while thus intimately combined, are not perceivable by our 
tafte, though very capable of being developed and rendered diftinét 
by the power of the digeflive organs; for in confequence of the. 
changes produced during digeftion, the oily and the faccharine 
matter become manifeft to our fenfes, as we may fee and tafte in 
the milk of animals, which is chiefly chyle a little advanced in its” 
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progrefs toward fanguification; the oil is obferved to feparate {pan- 
taneoufly, and from which a quanuty of actual fugar may be ob- 
tained by a very fimple procefs, | | 

Thus much being premifed, we can now readily comprehend 
how the blood may come to lofe thofe qualities of fmoothnels, 
mildnefs, and tenacity, which are natural to it. For if, in the 
firft place, the fluids, and organs fubfervient to digeftion, fhould 
be fo far diftempered or debilitated that the nutritious parts of the 
food cannot be properly developed, the blood mutt be defrauded of 
its due fupplies; which will alfo be the cafe if the aliment {hould — 
not originally contain enough of oily and faccharine matter, or: 
Should be fo circumftanced, trom being dried or falted, as to hin- 
der the ready extrication of the nutritious parts; or laftly, if the 
natural difcharges fhould be interrupted or fufpended, fo that the 
fuperfluous, acrid, and effete fluids are retained in the general 
mafs; in all thefe inftances the blood muft of neceflity run into 
proportionate degrees of depravation. iM 

And hence we may underftand how it may pofiibly happen, that 
when perfons are greatly weakened by fome preceding diforder, 
and at the fame time debarred the ufe of proper bodily exercife, 
the fcorbutic diathefis fhould take place, even though they enjoy 
the advantages of pure air and wholefome diet. : 

But thefe are folitary cafes, and very rarely fecn ; for whenever 
the {curvy feizes numbers, and can be confidered as an epidemic 
difeafe, it will be found to depend on a combination of the major 
part, or perhaps all, of the following circumitances : 

(1) A moift atmofphere, and more efpecially if cold be joined 
to this moilture. 

(2) Tce long ceffation from bodily exercife, whether it be from 
conftraint, or a lazy Mlothfal difpofition. 

(3) DejeGtion of mind, 

{4) Neglect of cleanlinefs, and want of fufficient clothing. 

(5) Want of wholefome drink, euher of pure water or fer- 
mented liquors. ; 

(6) Above all, the being obliged to live continually on falted 
meats, perhaps not well cured, without a due proportion of the 
yegetables fufhcient to correét the pernicious tendency of the falt, 
by ‘upplying the bland oil and faccharine matter requilite for the 
purpoies of nutrition. : 

- Thele general principles refpedling the caufes and nature of 
feurvy, feem to afford a better explanation of the phenomena of 
the difeafe than any conjectures refpecting it that have hitherto 
been propofed. It muit, however, be allowed, that Dr. Lind is 
by no means the only writer who is difpofed to confider this difeafe . 
as not referrable to the condition of the circulating fluids. faa 
late ingenious treatife on this fubject by Dr, Milman, he ftrenu- 
oufly contends, that the prunary morbid aifection in this com- 
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plaint is a debilitated ftate of the folids arifing principally from 
want of aliment.. But his arguments on this fubject, as well as 
thofe of Dr. Lind, are very. ably anfwered by a ftill later writer 
_on this fubjeét, Dr. Trotter, who has drawn his obfervations re- 
fpeCting it from very extenfive experience, and who confiders it 
as clearly eftablithed, by incontrovertible facts, that the proxi- 
mate caufe of feurvy depends on fome peculiar ftate of the blood, 
Dr. Trotter, in the fecond edition of his Obfervations on the 
Scurvy, from the refult of further obfervation and later difcoveries 
in chemiftry, has attempted, with much ingenuity, to prove, that 
the morbid condition of the bloed, which takes place in fcurvy, 
artfes from the abftraction of vital air, or, as it is now generally 
called, oxygeme; and this opinion, though ftill, perhaps, in fome 
particulars, requiring further confirmation, is, it muft be allowed, 
fupported by many plaufible arguments. 

- 3+ Prevention and Cure.] The fcurvy may be prevented, by 
obviating and correcling thofe circumftances in refpeét of the none 
naturals which were mentioned as contributing to the difeafe, and 
Jaid down as caufes. It is therefore a duty highly incumbent on 
officers commanding at fea, or in garrifons, to ufe every poffible 
precaution; and, in the firft place, to correct the coldnefs and 
moi{ture of the atmofphere by fufficient fires; in the next, to fee 
that their men be lodged in dry, clean, and well-ventilated births 
or apartments: thirdly, to promote cheerfulnefs, and enjoin fre- 
quent exercife, which alone is of infinite ufe in preventing the 
fcurvy :-fourthly, to take care that the clothing be proper; and 
cleanlinefs of perfon ftri€tly obferved : fifthly, to fupply them with 
wholefome drink, either pure water or found fermented liquors ; 
and if {pirits be allowed, to have them properly diluted with water 
and fweetened with melaffes or coarfe fugar: and laftly, to order 
the falted meats to be fparingly ufed, or fometimes entirely ab- 
itamed from; and, in their place, let the people live on different 
compontions of the dried vegetables; frefh meat and recent 
vegetables being introduced as often as they can poflibly be 
procured. 

A clofe attention to thefe matters will, in general, prevent the 
feurvy from making its appearance at all, and will always hinder 
it froin fpreading its influence far. But when thefe precautions 
have been negleéted, or the circumftances fuch that they cannot 
be put in practice, and the difeafe hath actually taken. place, our 
whole endeavour muft be to reftore the blood to its original flate 
of foundnefs: and happily, fuch is the nature of this difeafe, that 
if a fufficiency of new matter, of the truly mild nutritious fort, 
and particularly fuch as abounds with vital air, fuch as recent ve- 
getables, or different acid fruits, can be thrown into the circulae 
tion while the flefhy fibres retain any tolerable degree of firmnefs, 
the patient will recover ; and that in a furprifingly fhort fpace of 
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time, provided a pure air, eomfortable lodgings, fufficient cloth- 
ing, cleanlinefs, and exercife, lend their neceffary aid. 

This being the cafe, the plan of treatment is to be conducted 
almoft entirely in the dietetic way; as the change inthe mafs of . 
blood, which it is necefflary to produce, muft be brought about 
by things that can be received into the {tomach by pints or pounds, 
and not by thofe which are adminiftered in drops or grains, 
drachms or ounces. For here, as there is no diforder of the nery- 
ous fyitem, we have no need of thofe active drugs which are 
indifpenfably neceffary in febrile or nervous difeafes ; the fcorbutic 
diathefis being quite oppofite to that which tends to produce a fever 
or any fpecies of fpafmodic diforders; nay, Dr. Lind fays, he 
has repeatedly found, that even the infection of an hofpital fever 
is long refifted by a fcorbutie habit. : 

Tt will now naturally occur to the reader, what thofe alimen- 
tary fubftances muft be which bid the faireft to reftore the blood 
to its healthy itate ; and he needs fcarcely to be told, that they are 
of thofe kinds which the ftomach can bear with pleafure, thougla 
taken in large quantities, which abound in jelly or mucilage, and 
which allow thefe nutritious parts to be eafily developed; for 
though the vifcera in fcorbutic patients may be all perfectly found, 
yet we cannot expeé that either the digeflive fluids or organs 
fhould poffefs the fame degrees of power, which enable them, 
during health, to convert the crude dry farinacea, and the hard 
falted Heth of animals, into nourifhment. We muff therefore 
fearch for the antifcorbutic virtue in the tender {weet fefh of her- 
bivorous animals; in new milk; and in the mucilaginous acid 
juices of recent vegetables, whether they be fruits, leaves, or 
roots, 

_ The four juices of lemons, oranges, and limes, have been ge- 
nerally held as antifcorbutics in an eminent degree, and) their 
power a(cribed to their.acid ; from an idea that acids of all kinds 
are the only correStors of putrefaction. But the general current 
of practical obfervations fhews, and our experiments confirm.it, 
that the virtue of thefe juices depends on their aérial principle ; 
accordingly, while perfectly recent and in the mucjlaginous ftate, 
and efpecially if mixed with wine and fugar, the juices of any one 
of thefe fruits will be found a moft grateful and powerful anti 
fcorbutic. _ . 

Dr. Lind obferving “ that the lemon-juice, when given by 
itfelf undiluted, was apt, efpecially if over dofed, to have too vio- 
lent an operation, by occafioning pain and ficknefs at the 
ftomach, and fometimes a vomiting ; therefore found it neceflary 
to add wine and fugar. A pint of Madeira wine, and two ounces 
of fugar, were put to four ounces and a half of juice, and this 

uantity was found fufficient for weak patients to ufe in twenty- 
our hours: fuch as were very weak fipped a litde of this fre~ 
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quently according as their ftrength would permit; others’ who 
were ftronger took about two ounces of it every two hours; and 
when the patients grew flill flronger, they were allowed eight 
ounces of iemon-juice in twenty-four hours.”’ 

While this‘ very pleafant mixture, which is both.a cordial and 
an antifeptic, may be had, it would be needlefs to think of pre- 
fcribing any other ; but when the frefh juige cannot be procured, 
we muft have recourfe to fuch other things as may be obtained. 
But the various modes of combining and adminiftering thefe, fo 
as to render them perfe&tly agreeable to the ftomach, muft always 
be'regulated by circumitances, and therefore it will be in vain to 
lay down particular, directions ; fince ail that we have to do is,.to 
fix on fuch fruits and other frefh vegetables as can be moft con- 
veniently had and taken, and contrive to give them in-thofe forms, 
either alone or boiled up with flefh-meat into foups, that will 
allow the patients to confume the greateft quantities. 

Fhe firft promifing alteration from fuch:a courfe is ufually a 
gentle diarrhoea ; and if, in a few days, the fkin becomes foft and 
moift, it is an infallible fign of recovery; elpecially if the patient 
gain ftrength, and can bear being ftirred or carried into the open 
air without fainting. — ; PeAw 

But if the belly thould not be loofened by the ufe of the frefh 
‘vegetables, nor the fkin become foft and moift, then they muft be 
aflifted by Ele&t. Sennze or by ftewed prunes, or a decoction of ta- 
marinds with cream of tartar, in order to abate the coftivenefs ; 
and by drinking a light decoction of the woods and the ufe of 
warm bathing, in order to relax the pores of the fkin; for nothing 
contributes more to the recovery of {corbutic patients than mode= 
rate {weating.. | 

With regard to particular fymptoms, antifeptic mouth’ waters 
compofed of a decogtion of Peruvian bark and infufion of rofes, 
with a folution of myrrh, or the gargles (No. §9.) or (No. 75.) 
mutt be ufed occafionally, in order to cleanfe the mouth, and give 
firmnefs to the fpongy gums. Swelled and-indurated limbs, and 
ftiffened joints, muft be bathed with’ warm vinegar, and relaxed by 
the fteam of water, repeatedly conveyed to them, and confined to 
the parts by means of clofe blankets: ulcers on the legs muft never - 
be treated with unctuous applications nor fharp efcharotics ; but 
the dreffing fhould confift of lint or foft rags, dipt in a ftrong de- 
coction of Peruvian bark. 

This difeafe at no time requires, or indeed bears, large evacu- 
ations, cither by bleeding or purging; and, as has been already 
mentioned, the belly muft only be kept open by the frefh vegeta- 
bles or the mildeft laxatives. -But.we are always to be careful 
that fcorbutic perfons, after a long abftinence from greens and 
fruits, be not permitted to eat voracioufly at firft, left they fall into 


a fatal dyfentery. 


SCs soy 


_ All, however, that has now been laid down as neceflary to- 
wards the cure, fuppofes the patients to be in fituations where they 


_can be plentifully fuinifhed with all the requifites ; but unhappily 
_thefe things are not to be procured at fea, and often deficient in 


garrifon ; therefore, in order that a remedy for the fcurvy might 
never be wanting, Dr. Macbride, in the year 1762, firft conceived 
the notion, that the infujion of malt, commonly called qort, might 
be fubftituted for the common antifcorbutics ; and it was accord- 
ingly tried. , . fet 

More than three years elapfed before any account arrived of the 


experjments having been made: at length, ten hiftories of cafes 


were received, wherein the wort had been tried, with very re- 
markable fuccefs; and this being judged a matter of great import- 
ance to the feafaring part of mankind, thefe were immediately 


communicated to the public in a pamphlet under the title of, Aw 


hiftorical Account of a new Method of treating the Scurvy at fea 
This was in 1767; but afier that time aconfiderable number of 


letters and medical journals, fufficient to make up a {mall volume, 


were tranfmitted to the author, particularly by the furgeons of his 
Majefty’s thips who had been employed of late years for making 
difcoveries in the fouthern hemifphere. Certain it is, that in many 
inftances it has fucceeded beyond expeétation. In others it has 


fallen thort: but whether this was owing tothe untoward fituation 
_ of the patients, or inattention on the part of the perfons who were 
- charged with the adminiftracion of the wort, not preparing it’pro- 
- perly, or not giving it in fufficient quantity, or toits own want of 


power, muft be collected from the cafes and journals themfelves. 
‘During Captain Cook’s third voyage, the moft remarkable, in 
refpect of the healthinefs of the crew, that ever was performed, 


the wort is acknowledged to have been of fingular ufe. 


Ina letter which this very celebrated and fuccefsful circumna-. 
vigator wrote to Sir John Pringle, he gives an account of the’ 
methods purfued for preferving the health of his people; and 
which were produ€tive of fuch happy. effects, that he performed 


« a voyage of three years and eighteen days, through all the cli- 
~ mates trom 52° north to 71° fouth, with the lofs of one man only 
by difeafe, and who died of a complicated and lingering illnefs, 


without any mixture of fcurvy. “Two others were unfortunately 


’ drowned, and one killed bya fall:’”? fo that out of the whole num- 


ber 1185 with which he fet out from England, he loft only four. — 


He fays, that much was owing to the extraordinary: attention of 
the admiralty, in caufing fuch articles to be put on board as 
either by experience or conjeCture were judged to tend moft to 
preferve the health of feamen ; and with refpect to the wort, he 
expreffes himfelf as follows: ee ean 

«© We had on board a large quantity of malt, of which was made 
fueet wort, and given {not only to thofe men who had manifeft 
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fymptoms of the fcurvy, but to fuch alfo as were, from circum- 
ftances, judged to be moft liable to that diforder) from one or two 
to three pints in the day to each man, or in fuch proportion as 
the furgeon thought neceflary, which fometimes amounted to three 
quarts in twenty-four hours: this is without doubt one of the beft 
antifcorbutic fea medicines yet found out; and if given in time, 
will, with proper attention to other things, I am perfuaded, pre- 
vent the fcurvy from making any great progrefs for a confiderable 
time: but I am not altogether of opinion that it will cure it, in 
an advanced ftate, at fea.’ reg 

On this Jaft point, however, the captain and his furgeon differ ; 
for this gentleman pofitively afferts, and his journal (in Dr. Mac- 
bride’s poffeffion) confirms it, that the infufion of malt did effect 
a cure in a confirmed cafe, and at fea. 

The malt being thoroughly dried, and packed up in {mall cafks, 
ts carried to fea, where it will keep found, in every variety of 
climate, for at leaf{ two years: when wanted for ufe, it is to be | 
ground in a hand-mill, and the infufion prepared from day to day, 
by pouring three meafures of boiling water on one of the ground 
malt ; the mixture being well mafhed, is left to infufe for ten or 
twelve hours, and the clear infufion then ftrained off. The pa- 
tients are to drink it in fuch quantities as may be deemed necef- 
fary, from one to three quarts in the twenty-four. hours: a 
panada is alfo to be made of it, by adding bifcuit, and currants or 
raifins ; and this palatable mefs is ufed by way of folid food. This 
courfe of diet, like that of the recent vegetables, generally heeps 
the bowels fufficiently open; but in cafes where coitivenefs never- 
thelefs prevails, gentle laxatives muft be interpofed from time to 
time, together with diaphoretics, and the topical affiflants, fomen= 
tations and gargles, as in the common way of management. 

Captain Cook was alfo provided with a large ftock of feur 
krout ; (cabbage-leaves cut fimall, fermented, and {topped in the 
fecond ftage of fermentation). A pound of this was ferved to each 
man, twice a-week, while they were at fea. Sour krout, fince _ 
the trial made of it on board Captain Cook’s fhips, has been ex- 
tenfively ufed by direction of the Britifh government in many 
other fituations, where fcorbutus has prevailed: and it has been 
found to be highly ferviceable both in preventing and in curing the 
difeafe. It was particularly found during the late American war 
to be highly beneficial to the Britith troops befieged in Bofton, 
who were at that time entirely fed on falt provifions fent from 
England. ‘The fcurvy at one period broke out among them with 
very alarming appearances; but by the. feafonable arrival of a 
quantity of four krout, it was effectually overcome. Care, how- — 
ever, muft be beftowed, that this article be. properly prepared and 
properly kept. When due attention is paid to thefe particulars, «it~ 
may be preferved in good condition for many months ; and is con- 
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fidered both by failots and foldiers as a very acceptable addition. 
to their falt provifions. But when ferved out to them in a putrid 
. ftate, it is not only highly difagreeable to the tafte, but probably 
alfo pernicious in its eifeéts. 

Among other means of preventing fcurry, Captain Cook. had 
alfo a liberal fupply of portable foup ; of which the men had gene- 
rally an ounce, three days in the week, boiled up with their 
peafe; and fometimes it was ferved to them oftener: and when 
they could get freth greens, it was boiled up with them, and made 
fuch an agreeable mefs, that it was the means of making the 
people eat a preater quantity of greens than they would otherwife 
have done. And »hat was ftill of further advantage, they. were 
furnifhed with fugar in lieu of butter or-oil, which is feldom of 
the fweeteft fort; fo that the crew were undoubtedly great gainers 
by the exchange. | : c hdy : 

In addition to all thefe advantages of being fo well provided 
with every neceffary, either in the way of diet or medicine, ‘Cap- 
tain Cook was remarkably attentive to all the circumftances re-+ 
fpecting cleanlinefs, exercife, fufficient clothing, provifioa of pure 
water, and purification of the air in the clofer parts of the fhip. 

From the effect of thefe different means, as employed by Cap- 
tain Cook, there can be little doubt that they will with due atten- 
tion be fufficient for the prevention and cure of the difeafe, at 
leaft in moft fituations : but befides thefe, thereare alfo fome other 
articles which may be employed with great advantage. 

Newly brewed fpruce-beer made from a decoGtion of the tops 
of the fpruce-fir and melaffes, is an excellent antifcorbutic ; it 
acts in the fame way that the wort does, and will be found of 
equal efficacy, and therefore may be fubftituted. Where the tops 
of the fpruce-fir are not to be had, this heer may_be prepared from 
the effence of fpruce as it has been calledy an article which keeps 
eafily for a great length of time. But in fituations where neither 
the one nor the other can be had, a moft falutary mefs may be 
prepared from oatmeal, by infufing it in water, in a wooden vef- 
fel, till it ferments, and begins to turn fourifh ; which generally 
happens, in moderately warm weathier, in the fpace of two days. 

The liquor is then ftrained off the grounds, and boiled to the:con- 
fiftence of a jelly, which is to be eaten with wine:and fugar, or 
_ with butter and fugar. i} pe 

Nothing is more commonly talked of than a land feurvy, as a 
diftinét fpecies of difeafe from that which has been now defcribed ; 
but no writer has yet given a defcription fo clear as to enable us 
to diftinguith it from the various kinds of cutaneous foulnefs and 
_ ruption, which indeed are vulearly termed /corbutic, but which 
. are-a-kin to the itch or leprofy, and for the moft part require mer- 
curials. Thefe, however, are very. different difeafes from the 

VOL, Dt, a 


«t “ ©. PLICA’POLONICA. 
true fcorbutus, chick is well known may. 


‘fituations on land as well as at fea, and is in no 
~ -butedto fea air. | Aicorteih wists 
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Genus LXXXVU. ELEPHANTIASIS. — 


: Elephantiafis, Sasa: gen. 302. Vo. 321. Sag. gen. 128. i 
ae . oe A ee PRY 


' Elephantia Arabum, /og. 322. rn 


This being an external difeafe, and ufually treated by the Sur- 
geon, we have confidered it in our fourth volume. “5, 
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Genus LXXXVII. LEPRA. 
|The Leprosy, 


Lepra, Sauv. gen, 303. Lin. 262. Sag. 129. cab) Set hae 
Lepra Grecorum, Vog. 320. n y 
For an account of this difeafe, fee vol. IV. rit 


Genus LXXX[X. FRAMBOESIA. 
The Yaws. 


d 


“Frambeefia, Sauv. gen. 125. Sag. 125: ee ey 


_ . Wehave alfo transferred our account of this difeafe to vol. IV. 
ae 
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Genus XC. TRICHOMA. 
i oak Be The Puica Po LONICA; “Or Plaited Waar 


‘Trichoma, ‘Sauv. gen. 311. Sigg. 137. 
Plica, Lin. 313. 
Plica five Rhopalofis, Vog. 323: 


This diforder is only met with in Poland and Lithuania, and 
confifts of feveral blood-veffels running from the head into the ends 
of the hairs; which cleave together, and hang from the head in 
proad flat pieces, generally about an ell. in Jength, but fometimes 

‘they are five or fix yards long: one patient hath more or lefs of 
thefe, up to twenty, and fometimes thirty. “They are painful to 
the wearer, and lnils to every fpectator. At the approach of 
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winter an eruptive fever happens to ian in thefe countries: the 
eruptions principally infeft the head, and when at the height an 
ichorous humour flows from them. In this ftate they are too 
tender to admit of being touched, and the matter running down 
the hairs mats them together; the fkin by degrees breaking, the 
ramifications of the capillary veffels following the courfe of the 
hair, or prolonged out of the fkin, are increafed to a vaft length. 
No method of relief is yet known; for if the difcharge be’ 
checked, or the veffels cut off, the confequence is an increafe of 
more miferable fymptoms, ‘and in the end death, Sennertus fays, 
when all the morbid matter is thrown out of the body the plicze 
fall off fpontaneoufly. He further obferves, that’ the only fafe 
practice in this cafe is, to folicit the peccant matter to the 
hairs, to which it naturally tends; and that this is beft anfwered 


-by lotions of bear’s-breech. Some fay, that a decoétion of the 


herb clubmofs, and its feeds, with which the head is to be wathed, 
is a {pecific. 
See more on this fubject in our fourth volume. 
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Genus XCI.. ICTERUS. 
The JAUNDICE. 


Iéterus, Lin. 224. Vog. 306. Boerh. 918. “Funck. ga. 
Aurigo, Sauv. gen. 306. Sag. 132. 


Cachexia icterica, Hoffm. III. 301. 


1. Defcription.] The jaundice firtt fhews itfelf by a liftleff- 
nefs and want of appetite, the patient becomes dull, oppreffed, 
and generally coftive. Thefe fymptoms have continued but a very 
fhort time, when a yellow colour begins to diffufe itfelf over the 


tunica albuginea, or white part of the eye, and the nails of the fin- 


gers ; the urine becomes high coloured, with a yellowith fedi- 


‘ment capable of giving a yellow tinct to linen; the ftools ‘are 


whitith or grey. In fome there is a moft violent pain in the epi- 
gaftric region, which is confiderably increafed after meals. Some-— 
times the patient has a continual propenfity to fleep; but in others 
there is too great watchfulnefs; arid fometimes the pain is fo 
great, that though the patient be fleepy he cannot compofe him- 
lf to reft. The pains come by fits; and moft women who have 
ad the jaundice and borne children, agree, that they are more 
violent than labour-pains. As the difeafe increafes, the yellow 


_ colour becomes, more and more deep; an itching is felt all over the 


fkin ; and even the internal membranes of the vifcera, the bones, 
and the.brain itfelf, become tinged, as hath been fhewn from dif- 


\ 
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ears after the jaundice has been cured. 7. 
In like manner, all the fecretions are affeted with the yellow 
colour of the bile, which in this difeafe is diffufed throughout the 
whole mafs of fluids. The faliva becomes yellowifh and bitter s 


- the urine exceflively high-coloured, in fuch a manner as‘to appear 


almoft black ; nay, the blood itfelf is fomietimes jaid to appear of 


a yellow colour when drawn from a vein; yet Dr. Heberden fays 


that he néver faw the milk altered in its colour, even in cafes of 
very deep jaundice. In procefs of time the blood begins to acquire 
a tendency to diffolution and putrefaétion ; which is known by the 


~ 


patient’s colour changing from a deep yellow to a black or dark 


yellow. Heemorrhages enfue from various parts ‘of the body, and » 


the patients frequently die of an apoplexy; though in fome the 
difeafe degenerates into an incurable dropfy ; and there have not 
been wanting inftances of fome who have died of the dropfy after 
the jaundice itfelf had been totally removed, : 

2. Caufes.) As the jaundice confifts in a difufion of the bile 
throughout the whole fyftem, it thence follows, that whatever 


- may favour this difaGion is alfo to be reckoned among the caufes 
of jaundice. -Many difputes have arifen concerning the manner In» 


which the bile is reforbed into the blood; but it is now generally 


agreed that it is taken up by the lymphatics of the gall-bladder and 


biliary ducts. Hence, a jaundice may arife from any thing ob- 


‘ftruéting the paffage of the Kile into the duodenum, or from any - 


thing which alters the ftate of the lymphatics in fuch a manner as 
to make them capable of abforbing tlic bile in its natural ftate- 


od 


Hence the jaundice may arife from fcirthi. of the liver or, other 


vifcera, prefling upon the biliary duéts, and obftructing the paflage. 


of the bile; from flatus diftending the duodenum, and fhutting up 
the entrance of_ the du€tus communis choledochus into it$ 


From ‘the fame orifice being plugged up by vifcid bile, or other 


fotdes; but by far the moft frequent caufe of jaundice is the 
yormation of the calculi, or more properly biliary concretions: for 
although they were long confidered as-being of a calcareous na- 
ture, yet more accurate experiments have now demonftrated, that 
they confift principally of a febaceous matter ; accordingly, while 
they are fo light as to fwim in water, they are alfo highly inflam- 


“nable. Thefe are found of almoft all fizes, from that of afmall 


pea to that of a walnut; or bigger: they are of different eglours ; 
and fometimes appear as if formed in the inward part by ‘ryftalli- 
zation, but of lamelle on the outer parts though fometimes o 
outward part is covered with rough and fhining cryftals, while the 
inward part is lamellated. Thefe enter into the biliary ducts, and 
obfiruét them, caufing a jaundice, with violent pain for fome 
time ; and which can be cured by no meaits till the concretion is 
either paffed entirely Brough the duétus communis or returned 


feStions, where the bates have been found tinged fometimes for — 


{ 
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into the gall-bladder. Sometimes, in the opinion of many cele-, 
brated phyficians, the jaundice is occafioned by {paftnedic conftric- 
tions of the biliary ducts; but this is denied by others, and it is not 
yet afcertained whether thefe duéts are capable of being affected 


. by fpafm or not, as the exiflence of mufcular fibres in them has, 


not with certainty been difcovered. It cannot, however, be de- 
nied, that violent fts of paffion haye often produced jaundice, fome- 
times temporary, but frequently permanent. This has been: by: 
fome deemed a fufficient proof of the fpafmodic contraction of the 
duéts; but their opponents fuppofe, that the agitation occafioned 
by the paffion might puth forward fome biliary concretion into a 


narrow part of the duct, by which means a jaundice would cer- 


tainly be produced, till the concretion was either driven backward, 
or forward into the duodenum altogether. But even fuppofing 
the ducts themfelves to be incapable of fpafm, yet there can be no 
doubt that by a fpafm of the inteftines, biliary concretions may be 
retained in the duéts; and indeed it is principally where the duct 
entering obliquely into the inteftine, forms, as it were, a fpecies of 
valve, that thefe concretions are retained. 

In a very relaxed {tate of the body there is alfo an abforption of 
the bile, as in the yellow fever; and indeed in all putrid diforders 
there is a kind of yellowifh tinct over the fkin, though much lefs 
than in the true jaundice. The reafon of this is, that in thefe. 
diforders there is ufually an increafed fecretion of bile, commonly 
of a thinner confiftence than in a healthy ftate, while the orifices 
of the lymphatics are probably enlarged, and thus ready to abforb 
a fluid fomewhar thicker than what they ought to take up in a 
healthy ftate; but thefe diforders are of thort duration in compa~ 
rifon with the real jaundice, which fometimes lafisfor many years. 
Thefe affeGtions, however, cannot with propriety in any cafe be 
confidered as real inftances of jaundice; for to conftitute that 
difeafe, bile muft not only be prefent in the blood, but wanting in 
the alimentary canal, ; 

‘It is obfervable, that women are more fubjeét to jaundice than 
men, which probably arifes from their more fedentary life ; for 
this, together with fome of the deprefling pafhons of the mind, are 
found to promote the acceffion of the difeafe, if not abfolutely to 
produce it. Pregnant women alfo are frequently attacked by the 
jaundice, which goes off after their delivery. ae ak 

3. Prognofis.| As jaundice may arife from many diferent caulesy 
fome of which cannot be difcovered during the patient’s life; the 
prognofis muft on this account be yery uncertain, ‘The only 
cafes which admit of a cure are thofe depending upon biliary con- 
cretions, or obftrugtions of the biliary dudis by viicid bile 5 for 
the concretions are feldom of fuch a fize that the ducts will not 
let them pafs through, though frequently not without extreme 


«pain. Indeed this pain, though fo yiolent, and almoft intolerable 


t 
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tothe fick perfon, affords the beft prognofis; as the phyfician may. 


readily affure his patient that there is great hope of his being re- 
lieved from it. ‘The coming on of a gentle diarrhoea, attended 


with bilious ftools, together with the ceffation of pain, are figns — 


of the difeafe being cured. We are not, however, always to 
conclude, becaufe the difeafe is not attended with acute pain, that 
it is therefore incurable; for frequently the paflage of a concretion 
through the biliary ducts is accompanied only with a fenfation of 
flight uneafinefs. | nk ay: 

- 4. Cure.) The great object to be aimed at in the cure of jaun- 
dice is unqueftionably the removal of the caufe which obf{tructs 
the paffage of bile into the inteftine: but before this can be accom- 
plifhed, remedies are often neceflary for alleviating urgent fymp- 


toms; which may be done fometimes by fupplying the want of 


bile in the alimentary canal, fometimes by affording an exit for 
bilious matter from the general mafs of blood, but moit frequently 


_by obviating the effeéts of diftenfion and obftruétion to the circu-. 


lation in the fyftem of the liver. | 

The meafures to be employed for the removal of the obftruc- 
tion muft depend very much on the nature of the obftructing 
caufe. : 

When the jaundice arifes from indurated fwellings or. fcirrhi of 


-the vifcera, it is abfolutely incurable; neverthelefs, as thefe cannot 


always. be difcovered, the phyfician ought to proceed in every cafe 
of jaundice as if it arofe from calculi... Uhe indications here are, (1) 
To diffolve the concretions; and, (2) Yo prevent their formation 
a fecond time. But unhappily the medical art has not yet afforded 
a folvent for biliary concretions. ‘They cannot even be diffolved 
when tried out of the body either by acids or alkalies, or any thirg 
but a mixture of oil of turpentine and f{pirit of wine 3 and thefe 
fubftances are by far too irritating to be given in fufficient quantity 
to affect a concretion in the biliary ducis. Boerhaave obferves, 
that difeafes of the liver are much more difficult to cure than thofe 
in any other part of the body; becavfe of the difficulty there is in 
getting at the part affected, and the tedious and round-about paf- 
fage the blood hath to it. The juice of common grafs has indeed 
been recommended as a fpecific in the jaundice, but on no yer 

good foundation. Gliffon obferves, that black cattle are fubje&t to 
biliary concretions when fed with hay or dried ‘ftraw ‘in winter, 
but are cured by the fucculent grafs in the fpring; and Van 
Swieten tells us a ftrange {tory of a man who cured himifelf of the 
jaundice by living almoft entirely on grafs, of which he devoured 
fuch quantities, that the farmers were wont to drive him out of 
their fields; but other practitioners have by no means found this 


in any degree effectual. “The only method of cure now attempted 


in the jaundice is to expel the concretion into the inteftines; for 
which vomits and exercife are the principal remedies. “he 
BF AG .44 4 who eo , . oy ' x i 4unal 5 7 a? 
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former are juftly reckoned the moft efficacious medicines, as they 
powerfully fhake all the abdominal and thoracic vifcera; and thus 
tend to diflodge any obftructing matter that may be contained in 
them.’ But if there be a tendency to inflammation, vomits mutt 
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not be exhibited till bleeding has been premifed. We mutt alfo | 


proceed with caution if the pain be very fharp; for in all cafes 
where the difeafe is attended with violent pain, it will be neceflary 
to allay it by opiates before the exhibition of an emetic. There is 
alfo danger, that, by a continued ufe of vomits, a concretion which 
is too large to pafs, may be fo impacted in the ducts, that it cannot 
even be returned into the gall-bladder, which would otherwife have 
happened. In all cafes, therefore, if no relief follows the exhi- 


bition of the fecond or third emetic, it will be prudent to forbear 
their further ufe for fome time. , 


Of all kinds of exercife, that of riding on horfeback is moft to 
be depended upon in this difeafe. It operates in the fame manner 
with vomits, namely, by the concuffion it gives to the vifcera; and 
therefore the cautions neceflary to be. obferved in the ufe of vomits. 
are alfo neceflary to be obferved in the ufe of riding. Cathartics 
alfo may be of fervice; by cleanfing the prime vie, and foliciting a 


difcharge of the bile into the inteftines; but they muft not be of 


too draltic a nature, elfe they may produce incurable obftructions, 
by bringing forward concretions that are too large to pals. Ano- 
dynes and the warm bath are ferviceable by their relaxing quality, 
and there can be no doubt that, from acting as powerful antifpaf- 
modics, they often give an opportunity for the difcharge of con- 
cretions by very flight caufes, when they would otherwife be firmly 


' retained, Soap has been fuppofed to: do fervice as a folvent; but 


fome think this is'a miftake, and that it ats inno other way than 
as a relaxant or as a gentle purgative. | 
Dr. Saunders recommends (No. 237.) and (No. 403.) and alfo 


the following, to be ufed according to circumftances : 


(No. 419.) ® Infuf. gentian. comp. 3 x, | yh 


Kali prap. gr. x. 
- Sp. Piment. gy. mers 
Mifce fiat Hauftus. Sumatur talis, vacuo ftomacho, mane, 
iterumque hora ante prandium. 


(No. 420.) R Rhabarb, pulv. gr. viij. 


Colomb. pulv. gr. x. 
| Pulv. aromat. gr, 13. M. | ; 
Sit pulvis, vel fyrupo aurantii corticis addito, Bolus, mane noc- 


: 


 teque fumendus, ex poculo aque Selteranz. 


(No. 421.) B, Rhabarb. pulv. 3is. 
-. Saponis 3}. Wea 9 
: | Syr. zingiber. q. f. ut flat Maffa. PLB 
. Dividatur in pilulas viginti, quarum fumantur iij, vel iv. bis die. 
“Fs 


” 


gh es) 


~ Dr, Hugh Smith recOmniends, pasta . oo * 
(No. 422.) RK Extract. cathartic. . oa. 
Sapon, amygdal. aa. 3)e 
Hydrarg. calcinat. gts iije 
Ol, jaiperi gtt. x. 
Fiant pill. xxiv. fumend. ii. ne iiij. hora deaubitus, 
Vel, (No. he 3.) B Vin. aloetic. alcalin. | 
Aq. ¢innam, ten. aa. 3), 
“Tine. rhabarb. Su: ; 
3 Mifce fiat Hauftus. - 
(No. 424.) BR Gum ammoniac. 
: Sapon. venet. aa. 3). 
Scillz pulv. 
Pulv. aromatic. aa 3f{%. 
| OL junip. gtt. xx. 
oyr.-€ cort, aurant. q. f, 

[Biant Pil. fingul. gr. v. fumend. iv. ter die, fuperbibend, Taft. 

Rad. rubia tinct. Ziv. vel Zvj. 
Vel, (No. 425.) Bs Sapon. venet. 3). 
Pulv.-rad. rub, tinct. 311}. 
Rhabarb. 3}. 
OL. junip. gt. xx 
' Syr. balfamic. q. £2 

‘Biat Elect. fumend. eid. tet die. Superbib, jul. fequent. coch, ii iij. 

(No. 426.) Bs Aq. fontan. Zvij. 
Sp. cinnam. 7{% 
Sal. corn. cerv- vol, 
Nitri purif. aa 3]. 
Syr. balf. ZG. Mifce. 

When all means of relief fail, as im cafes of fcirrhus, we can 
then only attempt to palliate the fymptoms, and preferve the pa~ 
tient’s life as long.as poflible. This is be{t accomplifhed by diure- 
tics; for thus a great quantity of bilious matter is evacuated, 
and pi fyftem i is freed from the bad confequences which enfue on 
its ftagnation in the habit. But even this is by no means equal to 
the common evacuation by ftool; nor can all the attempts to 
fupply the want of bile in the inteftines by bitters and other ftoe 
smachics reftore the patient to his wonted appetite and vigour. If 
the pain be very violent, we muft on all occafions have recourfe 
to opiates ; or if the blood las acquired a tendency to diffolution, 
it muft be ‘counteracted by proper antifeptics. | 

If the difeafe goes off, its return muft be prevented by a vourfe 
uf tonic medicines, particularly the Peruvian bark and antifeptics: _ 
but we can by no means he certain that the jaundice will not re- 
turn, and that at any interval; for there may be a number of cons 


cretions im the geisbinader, and though one hath a another — 
® 
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may very quickly follow, and produce a new fit of jaundice; and 
thus fome people have continued to be affegted with the difeafe, at 
fhort intervals, during life. 
Inthe Eaft-Indies mercury has been tely recommended as ex- 
ceedingly efficacious in diforders of the liver, efpecially thofe which 
_ ~ follow intermitting and remitting fevers. Dr. Monro, in his Ob- 
fervations on the means of preferving the health of foldiers, ac- 
quaints us, that he has feen fome i@etic cafes which he thought 
received benefit from taking a few grains of calomel at night, and 
a purge next morning; and this repeated two or three times a- 
week, | ‘ 
Infants are fubject to a temporary jaundice, commonly called the 
gum, foon after birth, the caufe of which is not well underftood. 
it difters remarkably from the common jaundice; as, in the latter, 
the difeafe is firft difcoverable in the white of the eyes; but though 
the fkin of infants in the gum is all over yellow, their eyes always 
remain clear. The diforder goes off {pontaneoufly, or by the ufe 
of a gentle purgative or two. In common cafes the exhibition of 
waw eggs as food, is an eafy cure. 


CLASS IY. LOCALES. 
Vitra, Sanu, Clafst. Lin. Cl XI. Vog-Cl X. Sag. CL 


| Plage, Sag. Cl. II. 
Morbi organici Auctorum. 


Orverl. DYSASTHESIA, 
Dyfeefthefie, Sauv. Cl. VI. Ord. I. Sag. Cl. 1X. Ord. I. 


Genus. XCIL CALIGO. 
The CATARACT. 


Caligo, Sauv. gen. 153. Vog. 288. Sag. gen. 259. 
‘Cataracta,. Lin, 10g. poy 


A cataraé is an obftruction of the pupil, by the interpofition 
of fome opaque fubftance whicli either diminilhes or totally ex- 
tinguifhes the fight. It is generally an opacity in the eryftalline 
humour. In a recent or beginning catara&, the ianee medicines 
are to be ufed as.in the gutta ferena; and they will fometimes do 
good. But when this does not happen, and the cataract becomes 
&irm, it muft be couched, or elfe extradted by the furgeon. Hence 


eS GUE SERENA: 


the fubje€t comes ‘to be particularly treated of in a fubfequent 
volume. | A Baathy ak . H 
_ There is but little reafon to fuppofe that any medicine will be. 
of ufe. A refolution can Only be effected by an abforption of the 
Opaque matter ; and where this is poffible, there is perhaps a better 
chance of its being effected ‘by the agency of the electric fluid than 
by any other means. For this purpofe electricity is chiefly applied 
ander the form of the eleéric aura, as it has been called; but even 
this is very rarely fuccefsful. . 


ail Genus XCIII. AMAUROSIS. 
| The Gurra SERENA.) . 


Amaurofis, Sauv. gen. 155. Lin. 110. . Vog. 238. Sag. 261. 
* Amblyopia, Lin. 108. Vag. 236. : : 


A. gutta ferana is an abolition of the fight without any apparent. 
caufe or fault in the eyes. In every cate it depends on an affec- 
- tion of fome part of the optic nerve. But the atfections which 
may produce this difeafe are of different kinds. When it is owing 
to a decay or wafting of the optic nerve, it does net admit of a 
cure; but when it proceeds from a compreffion of the neryes by 
redundant humours, thefe may be in fome meafure drained off, 
and the patient relieved. For this purpofe, the body muft be kept 
open with the laxative mercurial pills. If the patient be young, 
and of a fanguine habit, he may be bled. Cupping with {carifica- 
tions on the back part of the head will likewife be of ufe, A 
running at the nofe may be promoted by volatile falts, ftimulating 
powders, &c. 8 Sin een | et 
The following fnuff is recommended for this purpofe by Mr, 
Ware: aes 
(No. 465.) 3 Hydrarg. vitriolat. gr. iq. 

uly. glycyrrhiz. gr. Xiv, 
Fiat pulvis {ternutatorius bis die utend, 

But the moft likely means of relieving the patient, are fetons, . 
iflues, or blifters, kept open for a long time, on the back part of 
the head, behind the ears, or on the neck; which have been known 
to reftore fight even after it had been for a confiderable time loft. 
Should thefe fail, recourfe muft be had to'a mercurial falivation ; 
or (No. 162.) will perhaps anfwer the purpofe better, the patient 
drinking halfa pint of the decoétion of farfaparilla after it, Elec- 
tricity has been found efficacious, when no other thing would do 
tervice ; and here it has in fome degree the fame chance of fuccefs | 
as in other cafes of infentibility, depending on an: affection of the” 
_— infome of which it has certainly in particular cafes been 
of ufe, | 


« 
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In the amaurofis, Dr. Porterfield obferves, that it is of the utmoft 
confequence tv know of how long ftanding the difeafe has been ; 
which is not always eafily done if one eye only be affeéted.. This 
is a very eflential point; becaufe an amaurofis of a long ttanding 
is altogether incurable. Mr. Boyle mentions the cafe of a man 
who had a cataract for feveral years without knowing it himfelf, 
though others did. He difcovered it at laft by happening to rub 
his found eye, and was furprifed to find bimfelf in the dark.— 
When a perfon therefore has a gutta ferena only in one of the 
eves, he may think that the eye has but lately loft the power of 
fight ; though this perhaps has been the cafe for feveral years. 
On the other hand, he may imagine that a recent difeafe of this 
kind is really of long ftanding. But by enquiring at what time 
he firft became fubjeét to miftakes in all a€tions that require the 
diftance to be exactly diftinguifhed, as in pouring liquor into 2 
glafs, {nuffing a candle, threading a needle, we may difcover the 
age of the difeafe, and thence be affifted to form amore juft pro- 
gnoftic with refpect to its cure. Dr. Porterfield gives an inftance 
of his conjecturing in this manner concerning the cafe of a young 
lady, who had. difcovered a lofs of fight in one of her eyes only 
the day before. The difeafe was thought to be of long ftanding ; 
but as the doctor found that fhe had only been fubject to miftakes 


of the kind above mentioned for about a month, he drew a fayour- — 


able prognoftic, and the difeafe was cured. , 
See more on this fubjet in the chapter on difeafes of the eyes 
under SURGERY. ~ sper. 


Genus XCIV, DYSOPIA. 
DEPRAVED VIsIon. 
Amblyopia, Sauvv. gen. 154. Sag. 258. 


There are feveral f{pecies referred to this genus by Dr. Cullen, vz, 
1. Dyfopia ‘TENEBRARUM. 
2. Dy/spia LUMINISs. 


The former of thefe is properly the yéfalopia, or night blindnefs, 
of ancient authors. But amongft both the Greek and Latin writers, 
there is a direct oppofition in the ufe of this word, nyéfalopia; fome 
faying it fignifies ‘‘ thofe who canmot fee by night,’’ and others 
exprefs by it “ thofe who cannot fee during the day, but during 
the night.”’—The difference in the account of this diforder, as to 

_ its appearing in the night or im the day, is reconciled by contider- 
_ ing it as of the intermitting kind: the difference then will confift 
ip the different times of its approach ; fo it may be called persedi~ 


fo) DN sorras 


eal blindnefs. Intermittents appearing in a variety of modes, and 
the fuccels. of the bark in fome inftances of this fort of blindnefs, 
both favour the opinion of its being an intermittent difeafe of the 
eyes ; and this view has accordingly been taken of it by different 
writers, particularly in fome papers in the London Medical Ob- 
_ fervations, and Medical Tranfactions. cs 
. 3. Dyfopia PRoximornum (Prefbytia), or the defec& of thofe 
who fee only at too great. diffance. 
4. Dyfopia Disstrorum (A4yopia), or the defect of thofe 
who are /bort-fighted. Thefe are diforders which depend on 
the original ftruGture or figure of the eye, therefore admit of 
no cure. - The inconveniences arifing. from them may, however, 
be in fome meafure remedied by the help of proper glaffes. 
The former requires the aid of a convex, and the latter of a con- 
cave, glafs. | | | 
3. Dyfopia LATERALIS; a defect by which objefts cannot be 
viewed diftin@ly but in an oblique pofition. Thus, in viewing 
an object placed on the left, they turn their face and eye to the 
right, and wice verfa.—This diforder may proceed from various 
caufes both natural and accidental, fome of which admit of no- 
remedy. If it be occafioned by a partial adhefion of the eye-lids, 
the hand of the furgeon is required: if by a tranfverfe pofition of 
the pupil, fome mechanical contrivance is neceffary. If it be 
owing to an @lbuge covering part of the pupil, or to a film rendering 
a portion of the cornea opaque, the remedies for thefe affeCtions 
“are to be here applied. | 
Some account of the dyfopia appears in a letter addreffed to 
_ Dr. Garththore from Dr. Guthrie, phyfician to the Imperial 
corps of noble land cadets at St. Peterfburgh. This curious paper 
was read September r1ft, 1794, in the Medical Society of London, 
and afterwards appeared in their Memoirs. 
‘* The curious difeafe,”’ fays Dr. Guthrie, ‘which I have but 
~ very recently difcovered in this country, I do not remember to have 
ever feen treated of by any Britifh author, although | perceive it 
was not unknown to the indefatigable and learned Nofologift 
Sauvages, whom nothing feems to have.efcaped, and from whom 
Dr. Cullen feems to have taken his firft fpecies of dyfopia, which | 
is pretty nearly our difeafe, although only named by him. 
_ © This fingular complaint has been long known in the interior 
parts of the empire to the Ruffian peafants, who. are fubje& to it, 
and who have named it Kurit/ha Slepota, or the hen blindnefs, as 
the patient lofes the ufe of his eyes at the fetting, and recovers it 
again only ar the rifing, of the fun (even in fammer when we have 
properly {peaking no night), like the domeftic hen, according to 
the popular opinion of the country, which has given origin to the 
fanciful name of,the difeafe. - : 


i - “ Although fettled fo many years in Ruffia, it is but a yery 


‘ 


™— 


Pad 
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fhort time fince I heard of this difeafe on the following remarkable 
occafion. ie | ' 

_ I was defired Jaft month, to give my opinion on a curious 
phenomenon that happened laft war in Finland, when a Ruffian 
detachment, ordered to attack a Swedifh poft in a light night of 
Spring, had like to have miftaken one another for our enemics, 
and occafioned bloodfhed, from fome hundreds in the column be» 
ing blind after fun-/et ; this fingular fat, which has been fince con= 
firmed to me by feveral officers, who ferved in the very corps 
wherein the difeafe occurred, fet me upon immediate enquiry into 
the nature and frequency of the complaint, and I found that the 
peafants, to whom I already owe fo much information, were the 
only people from whom I could get a diftin€&t account of its caufe 
and cure, fo that the following ‘hiftory is in fa&t due to a clafs of 
civil fociety, whom Dr. Goldfmith had’ much reafon to recom- 


- mend to the attention of travellers, in all parts of the world, as 


patient obfervation in a fucceflion of ages, has taught them many 
practical truths, arts, cc. byno means unworthy of the attention 
of the philofopher. ! 

“ The Kurit/ha Slepota, or hen blindnefs of the Ruffians, feems 
tobe the Dyfopia Tenebrarum of Cullen, and the Amblyopia 


| Crepufcularis of Sauvages, whofe f{pecific or trivial name, appears 


to reter to the very fpecies of the difeafe ] am treating. 

«© The refult of all my village mformation was, 

1. ‘ That the difeafe is pretty common among the Ruffian pea- 
fants, who have named it as above. 

2. “ That they are generally feized with it after much fatigue 


and watching, more eipecially during the hay harveft, when they 


commonly work all night, to avoid the fultry heat of day, and 
fleep lefs than ufual. . . 

' 3. That it is attended with no pain, or even difagreeable feel- 
ing in the part affected, althoug) the patient lofes entirely his fight 
after fun fet, in the lighteft. night in fummer, and does not recover 
it till its rfing again, although no oneever, on the moft {trict exa- 
mination of the eye, can diltinguifh thofe who have, from thofe 
who have not the difeafe. | 

4. “ That its duration is only temporary, feldom lafting above 
amonth or fix weeks, even when the complaint is left to itfelf ; 
but they know and ufe a village {pecific which removes it in a 


- week or fourteen days at fartheft. 


“ This vegetable fpecific unfortunately the winter feafon has 
prevented me leeing a fpecimen of, but from all the defcriptions I 
have got of it, as wellas from its village name of Cinets, or blire 
flower muft be the Centaurea Cyamus of Linnzus, the corns 
flower, or blue-bottle of Britain; although I fhall have the plant 
brought to me next fummer for greater certainty, ‘bis they drink 
in-form of tea without honey, the peafants’ ugar, whichis feldorm 
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wanting ina Ruffian village, if it would add to the virtues of the . 
medicine.”’ as | : ; . 
On confidering all thefe facts, Dr. Guthrie thinks he may ha- 
zard the following conclufions: | ape 
«« ‘That it appears this curious difeafe is commonly preceded by 
bodily fatigue and extraordinary vigil, at a feafon of the year when 
the eye is expofed, with little intermiffion, to thé conftant agtion 
of light, as the fun dips but very little below the horizon during 
our hay harveft (and of June and beginning of July), and that 
for a very fhort time, fo that one might fufpect that the difeafe 
proceeds from long-continued action of light on the eye, poflibly 
producing fome degree of weaknefs, as it is cured by the ufe of a 
bitter tonic infufion, even whilft the patient continues his hard 
labour during the day, provided he fleepsat night as at other fea- 
fons of the year. | : | . 
‘© ‘The curious event at the army feems to ftrengthen this con- 
jecture, as the difeafe feized the foldiers in the {pring, when the 
nights, from the fhort abfence of the fun, and the ftrong reflection 
from the fnow, muft have been likewife very fatiguing to the 
eyes, at a period of much martial vigil and alarm, when fur- 
prifes on both fides were frequent, and commonly nocturnal. 
However it-muft be remarked, that the complaint feems always 
connected with fatigue and inanition, as the regiment, where it 
affected fo large a proportion of the men, had marched all the way 
trom the ‘Taurid, or Crim Tartary, to oppofethe Swedes in Finland. 
‘<- As it may poffibly furnifh fome matter of {peculation to your 
numerous writers on the feurvy,”’ continues Dr. Guthrie, “ I fhall 
add, that the regiment juft mentioned, although compofed moftly 
of .recruits, generally moft {ubject to the land {curvy, which fome- 
times rages amongit our troops during winter, and is only ftopped 
by the return of the fine feafon, and its vegetable production, as 
1 have remarked in the fecond volume of the fecond decade of the 
Medical Commentaries of Edinburgh: I fay that this raw regi- 
ment, fo very fubject to the Kuritfha Slepota, was the /af in the 
whole army that felt the feptic influence of a northern winter 
(when not fufficiently guarded againft it, by a large fupply of pre- 
pared antifcorbutic vegetables), and who fuffered the’ leaft by-that 
fatal difeafe. . : 3 yo 
* ‘This laft piece of information, as well as that of their long 
march, | learned from Dr. Gallaway, 4 countryman, and one 
of the phyiicians tothe army in Finland, who unfortunately had 
the charge of a military hofpital, to which the foldiers, affected 
with «the amblyopia crepufcularis, were not fent; or we fhould 
certainly havereceived a more complete hiftory of it, than I have 
been able to collect frem my unlettered informants. ¥ {IMPOR 
» “ Tcannot omit informing the fociety that, whilft making en- 
_quiries about the above-mentioned difeafe, I learnt a curious faa 
relative to’one which is its diametric oppofite, viz. the fecond {pe- 
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cies of Cullen’s dyfopia luminis, the amblyopia meridiana of Sau- 
vages, who feems again to refer to the very {pecies of the difeate, 
deicribed in the following anecdote: i 

« A gentleman belonging to one of the two imperial military 
cadet corps, of which | am phyfician, aflured me that, whilft in 
garrifon in Landau, in Alface, he {aw a difeafe the very reverfe 
of the one I was enquiring after, viz. a number of men blind du- 
ring the meridian fplendor of the fun, although they faw very well 
inthe evening, or whilft it was obfcured in the day. He faid. 
that, during the fummer of 1771 or 1772, two hundred foldiers, 
of the regiment of Picardie, the garrifon of that fort, were feized 


with a fpecies of blindnefs in /un-/bine, infomuch that they could 


not fee their way, or do any:kind of work, if it was not overcatt, 
fo that when ftroiling in the fields during a cloudy day, if the fun 
fuddenly broke out, they were cbliged to be led by their compa-. 
nions, till a cloud once more obfcured the glorious luminary, and 
enabled them to purfue their undirected courfe,”’ putbas t 
Dr. Guthrie obferves in conclution, that Dr. Blane, in his trea- 
tife on fcurvy, mentions a fimilar weaknefs of the eyes to that of 
the Kurit/ba Slepota, as afymptom of the fcurvy, under the name 
of Nydtalopia, “ but I prefume,’’ fays the doétor, “it mult be 
of a nature very different from the one I have treated of, as the 
Ruffian complaint is moft prevalent at a feafon when vegetables 
are in great perfection, and when no fymptom of {curvy ever ap- 
peats in this climate (on {hore at leaft), although it certainly does 
likewife fometimes appear towards f{pring, whilft the fnow is full 
upon the ground, as in the cafe-of the army in Finland; but then 
the nights, from their fhortnefs, and the ftrong reflection from the 
fnow, fcarcely produce any darknels, fo that the caufe I have {up- 
_pofed above for the difeafe, obiains at that feafon, whilft it is by no 
means a winter complaint, and as far as I can learn very feldum 
appears then; indeed the peafants affert that it is not at all to be 
feared in frofty weather, even when they travel at night. Now 
I muft add to all this, that I never once. heard of the feurvy in. 
Ruilia amongft the peafauts, who are well guarded againft it by 
the antifeptic quality of their food, nature having given them a 
tafte for every thing that is fub-acid.” ep neti: 
We may confider under this head, the incapacity of diftinguifh- 
ing colours.. Of this extraordinary defect in vition, we have the 
following inftances in the Philofophical Tranfactions for.1777. One 
of the perfons lived at Maryport, in Cumberland. This account 
“was communicated by Mr. Huddart to Dr. Prieftley, and 1s as fol- 
lows: “ The man’s name was Harris, by trade a thoe-maker. 1 
had often heard from others, that he could difcern-the, form. and - 
magnitude of all objects very diftinétly, but could not diftinguih 
colours. This report having excited my curiofity, I converfed with 
him frequently on the fubje&t. The account he gave me was this. 
That he had reafon to believe other perfons faw fomething.in ob- 
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jects which he could not fee; that their language feemed to mark 
qualities with precifion and confidence, which he could only guefs — 
at with hefitation, and frequently with error. His firft fafprcion . 
of this arofe when he was about four years old. Having by ac- 
cident found in the ftreec’a child’s flocking, he carried it’ to a 
neighbouring houfe'to enquire for ihe owner: he obferved the peo- 
ple called it a red ftocking, though he did not underftand why they 
gave it that denomination, as he himfelf thought it completely de- 
icribed by. being called @ /focking. This circumftance, however, — 
remained in his memory, and, together with fubfequent obferva- 
tions, led him to the knowledge of his defect. ; , 
“« He alfo obferved, that when young, other children cotld dif- 
cern cherries_on a tree, by fome pretended difference of colour, 
though he could only diftinguith them from the leaves by the dif- 


_ ference of their fize and fhape. He obferved alfo, that by means 
of thisditference of colour they could fee the cherries at a oreater 


diftance than he could, though he could fee other objects at as 
great a diftance as they, that is, where the ficht was not affitted 
by the colour. Large objeéts he could fee as well as other per- 
fons; and even the fmaller ones if they were not enveloped in 
other things, asin the cafe of cherries among the leaves. | 
“<I believe he could never do more than guefs the name of any 
colour ; yet he could diftinguith white from black, or black from any 
ight or bright colour. Dove or ftraw celour he called white, and 
different colours he frequently called by the fame name, yet he 
eould difcern a difference between them when placed together. 
dn general, colours of an equal degree of brightnefs, however they 
might otherwife differ, he confounded together. Yet a ftriped rib- 
bon he could diftinguith from a plain one; but he could not tell 
what the colours were with any tolerable exadtnefs. Dark co- 
lours, in general, he often miftook for black ; but never imagined 
white to bea dark colour, nor dark to be a white colour. d : 
“ He was an intelligent man, and very defirous of underftand- 
ing the nature of light and colours; for which end he had attended 
acourfe of lectures in natural philofophy. ie | 
-® He had two brothers in the fame circumftances as to fight; 
and two other brothers and fifters, who, as well as their parents, 


_ had nothiog of this defect. 9 


“'Qne of the firft-mentioned brothers, who is now living 
met with at Dublin, and withed to try his capacity to diftinguith 
the colours in a prifm; but not havingone by me, 1 afked him, 
whether he had ever feen a rain-bow? he replied, He had often, 
and could diftinguith the different colours ; meaning only, thatit 
was compofed of different colours, for he could not ‘tell what 
they were. | bik, "a 

. © JT then procured, and fhewed him a piece of ribbon< ‘he im. 
mediately, and without any difiiculry, pronounced it a ftriped, and 
“not a plain, ribbon. He then attempted to name ‘the different 


. 


- tripes: the feveral ftripes of white he uniformly ahd without hefi« 
tation.called white: the four black ftripes he was deceived in ; for 
three of them he thought brown, though they were exadtly of 
the fame fhade with the other, which he properly called black. 
He fpoke, however, with diffidence, as to all thofe ftripes ; and 

- itmuft be owned, that the black was not very diftinét: the light 
green he called yellow; but he was not very pofitive: he faid, 

© 7 think this is what you call yellow.’ The middle ftripe, 
which had a flight tinge of red, he called a fort of blue. But he 
was imoft of all deceived by the orange colour; of this he fpoke 
very confidently, faying, * This is the colour of grafs, this is 

teen. I alfo fhewed him a great variety of ribbons, the colour 

of which he fometimes named rightly, and fometimes as ditferently 
as poffible from the true colours. | 

«© J afked him, whether he imagined it poffible for all the va- 
tious colours he faw to be mere difference of light and fhade; and 
that all colours could be compofed of thefe two mixtures only ?- 
With fome hefitation he replied, No, he did imagine there was 
fome other difference. ee 

‘* Tt is proper to add, that the experiment of the ftriped ribbon | 
was made in the day-time, and in a good hight? 


— 


Genus XCV. PSEUDOBLEPSIS, 
IMAGINARY VISION of Objeds which da not exif. 


Suffufio, Savv. gen. 217. Sag. 329. 
Phantafma, Lin. 73. Sag. 289. 


This very often takes place when the body is difeafed, and then 
the patient is faid to be delirious. Sometimes, however, in thefe 
cafes, it does not amount to delirium; but the perfom imagines he 
fees gnats or other infects fying before his eyes; or fometimes, 

’ that every thing he looks at has black {pots in it, which laft is a 
very dangerous fign. Sometimes alfo {parks of fire appear before 
the eyes; which appearances are not to’ be difregarded, as they 

“frequently precede apoplexy or epilepfy. Sometimes, however, | 
people have been affefted in this manner during life without feel. 
ing any otherinconvenience. Such a diforder can rarely if ever 
be cured. y : 


-GenusXCVI. DYSECCEA. 
Dearnsss, or Difficulty of Hearing. 
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Genus XCVII. PARACUSIS. 
on. » Depravation of Hearine. 
~ Paracufis, Sauv. gen. 159. Sag. 265. 
 Syrigmus, Sauv. pen. 219. Sag. 231. Ae 
This difeafe exclufively belongs to SURGERY, and is acedrd- 


ingly treated of in our fourth volume. . at 


Genus XCVIIL ANGOSMIA. 

S “Defi of SMetuinc. |, 
Anofmia, Sauv. gen. 156. ry 113. Fog. 248. Sag. 262. 

ie © Gaiety Morbid affections in the fenfe of bales waey be 


confidered, with refpect to their caufes, as arifing from one of two 
fources: either from fome organic affection of the parts here prin- 
cipally concerned, or from a mere atonic ftate of the parts, with- 
out any obvious affection. The fenfe of fmelling may be dimi- 
nifhed or deftroyed by various difeafes of the parts; as the moif- 
- ture, drynefs, inflammation, or fuppuration, of that membrane 

which lines the infide of the nofe, commonly called the o/faétory 
membrane; the compreffion of the nerves which fupply this mem- 
brane; or fome fault in the brain itfelf, at their origin. A defect, 
or too great a degree of folidity, of the {mall fpongy bones of the 
upper jaw, the caverns of the forehead, &c. may likewife impair 
the fenfe of {melling. It may alfo be injured bya colleGtion of 
foctid matter in thofe caverns, which keeps conftantly exhaling 
from them. Few things are more hurtful to the fenfe of fmelling 
than taking great quantities of fnuff. » Pn. 

~ 2. Cure.) When the nofe abounds with moifture, after gentle 
- evacuations, fuch things as tend' to take off irritation and coagu- 
- jate the thin fharp ferum may be applied; as the oil of anife mixed 
with fine flour, camphire diffolved in oil of almonds, &c. The va- 
pours. of amber, frankincenfe, gum-maftic, and benjamin, may — 
likewife be received into the nofe and mouth. For moiftening th 
mucus when it is too dry, fome recommend fnuff made of the 
leaves‘of marjoram, mixed with oil of amber, and anifeed; ora 
fternutatory. of calcined white vitriol,-twelve grains of which 
may be mixed with two ounces of marjoram-water, and filtrated. 
‘The fteam or vapour of vinegar thrown upon hot iron, received 
up the noftrils, is likewife of ufe for foftening the mucus, open- 
ing obftructions,. &c.;. but, above all, anointing the infide of the 
- noftrils, at bed-time, with hogs-lard. . 
If there be an ulcer in the nofe, it ought to bedreffed with fome 
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emollient ointment, to which, if the pain be very great, a little 
audanum may be added. _ If it be a venereal ulcer, it is not to be 
cured without mercury. “In that cafe, the folution of the corro- 
five fublimate in brandy, or proof {pitit may be taken. The ulcer 
ought likewife to be wafhed with it; and the fumes of cinnabar 


_may be received up the hnoftrils: 


if there be reafon to fufpect that the nerves which fupply. the 
organs of {melling are inert, or want ftimulating, volatile falts, 
{ternutatory fnuffs and ‘other things which occafion {neezing; 
may be applied to the nofe. The forehead may likewife be anoint= 
ed with balfam of Peru, to which may be added camphor; or a 
little of the oil of amber, : 


a 
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Genus XCLX. AGHEUSTIA; 
— Dofeét of TastTiInc, 
Agheuftia, Sauv. gen. 1 57. Sag. 2.63: 
Agheuftia, Lin. 114. i 
Apogeulis, Vog. 449: - 


1. Cauje.| This difeafe, alfo, may arife cither from an organic 


‘affection, or an atonic ftate of the parts. The tafte may bé di- 


minithed by crufts, filth, mucus, aphtha, pellicles, warts, &c. 
covering the tongue; it ray be depraved by a fault of the faliva, 
which, being difcharged into the mouth, gives the fame fenfation 
as if the food which the perfon takes, had really a bad tafte ; or 
it may be. entirely deftroyed by injuries done to the nerves of the 
tongue and palate. Few things prove more hurtful either to the 
which affect the head, | 

2. Cure] When the tafte is diminifhed by filth; mucus; &c. 
the tongue ought to be feraped, and frequently wafhed with a mix~ 
ture of water, vinégar,and honey, or fome other detergent. When 
the faliva is vitiated, which féldom happens unlefs in fevets or ~ 
other difeafes, the curing of the diforder is the cure of this fymp-= 
tom. ‘To relieve it, however, in the mean time; the following prac- 
tices may be. of ufe: if there be a bitter tafte; it may be taken 
away by vomits; purges, and other things which evacuate bile: 


fenfe of tafting or. fmelling than obftinate colds, efpecially thofe 


_ what is called a izdorous tafte, arifes from putrid humours, is cor- 


SLOP ae 


rected by the juice of citrons, oranges; and other acids: a fale 
tafie is cured by plentiful dilution with watery liquors: an acid 
tafte is deftroyed by abforbents and alkaline falts, 4s powder of 
oyfter-thells, fait of wormwood; &c. » . +) 
When the ferifibility of the nerves which fupply the organs of 
tafte is diminifhed, the chewing of the root of pellitory, horfe- 
radifhy or other fumulating fubftanees; will help to recover its 


528 BULIMIA. * 


Genvs C. ANESTHESIA. 
Defect of the Senfe of FEELING. 
Anzfthefia, Sav. gen, 161. Lin. 218. Ve og. 267- 
x. Caufes, &c.] This fenfe may be hurt by any thing that ob- 


ftructs the nervous influence, or prevents its being regularly con- 
~ veyed to the organs of touch, as preffure, extreme cold, Stce It 
may likewife be hurt by too great a degree of fenfibility, when the 
~ nerve is not. fufficiently covered by the cuticle or fcarf-fkin, or 
where there is too great a tenfion of it, or it is too delicate. 
Whatever diforders the funétions of the brain and nerves, hurts 
the fenfe of touching. Hence it appears to proceed from the 
fame general caufes as palfy and apoplexy, and requires nearly the 
fame method of treatment. a one ¥. ath 

2. Cure.] Ina ftupor, or defect of touching, which arifes from 
an ob(truction of the cutaneous nerves, the patient muft firft be 
purged; afterwards, fuch medicines as excite the action of the 
» ‘nerves, or ftimulate the fyftem, may be ufed. For this purpofe, | 
the fpirit of hartfhorn, either by itfelf, or combined with effential 
oils, horfe-radifh, &c. may be taken inwardly; the difordered parts, 
at the fame time, may be frequently rubbed. with frefh nettles, 
or fpirit of fal ammoniac, or with the liniments (No. 61.), or 
(No. 62.).  Blifters and finapifms applied to the parts will like- 
wife be of ufe; and alfo warm bathing, efpecially in the Bath 
waters. i ervele ; 


OrvER Il. DYSOREXL®. 
by Seer. 1. Apperirus ERRONEI, 
-“Morofitates, Seuv. Clafs VIII. Order Ef. Sag. Clafs XIE. 
Order IT. | 
Pathetici, Lin. Clafs V. Order Il. 
Hyperafihefes, Vog. Clafs V i. 


Genus Cl. BULIMIA. is i ea 
INSATIABLE HluNGER, or Canine Appetite. 
Bulimia, Seu. gen.223. Lin 79. Sag. gen. 335+. ig 


Bulimus, Vog. 296. - 
Addephagia, Vog. 297- 
»Cynorexia, Vog. 298. | | 

This difeafe is commonly owing to fome fault in the flomach, i 
by which the aliments are thrown out too foon; and unlefs the | 
perfon be indulged in his defire for eating, he frequently falls into 
fainting fits. Sometimes it is attended with fuch a ftate of the fto- 
mach, that the aliment is rejected by vomit almott immediately 
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after being fwallowed; after which the appetite for food returns as 
violent as ever. But there are many circumftances which feem 
to render it probable that it more frequently arifes from a morbid 
_ condition of the fecreted fluid poured into the f{tomach, by means 

of which the aliment is diffolved. When the aétivity of this fluid 
is morbidly increafed, it will both produce too fudden a folution of 
the folid aliment, and likewife operate as a powerful and peculiar 
ftimulus to the ftomach, giving an uneafy fenfation, fimilar to 
that which takes place in natural hunger. Such things are proper 
for the cure as may enable the ftomach to perform its office: cha- 
lybeates and other tonics will generally be proper. In fome, 
brandy drunk in a morning has been ufeful; and frequently fmok- 
ing tobacco has relieved others. Oil, fat meat, pork, opiates, and 
in fhort every thing which in a found perfon would be moft apt to 
pall the appetite, may alfo be ufed as temporary expedients, but 
cannot be expected to perform a cure. In fome, the pylorus has 


been found too large; in which cafe the difeafe muft have been - 


incurable. 

Dr.- Lettfom communicated to the Medical Society of London, 
the hiftory of a cafe of canine appetite, with vomiting, in which 
_ three banitted and feuenty-nine pounds of folid and fluid aliment were 
taken into the ftomach in the fpace of fix days. ‘The cafe fell un- 
der the notice of Mr. Waftell, furgeon, in London. 

With this immenfe quantity of nourifhment, which was al- 
ways taken voracioufly, and foon after ejected, the patient be- 
came emaciated. : si ae ela 

The recovery was effected by giving food boiled down to a jelly 
in {mall quantities, frequently repeated; by which means the tone 
_ of the ftomach was. gradually reftored, and at’ length common 

aliment retained. nt . | 

In the Medical and Phyfical Journal, No. XIII. an account is - 
given of a man who lives upon large quantities of raw flefh, in 
a létter from Dr. Johnfton, commiffioner of fick and wounded fea~ 
men, to Dr. Blane. This gormandizer is named Charies Domery, 
a native of Benche, on the frontiers of Poland, aged 21. He 
was brought to the prifon of Liverpool, in February, 1799, hav- 
ing been a foldier in the French fervice on board the Hoche, cap- 
tured by the fquadron under the command of Sir John B. Warren, 
off Ireland. | | 

He is one of nine brothers, who, with their ‘father, have been 
_remarkable for the voracioufnefs of their appetites. “They were 
all placed early in the army; and the peculiar craving for food 
with this young man, began at thirteen years of age. 

He was allowed two rations in the army, and by his earnings, 
or the indulgence of his comrades, procured an additional fupply. 
The account of his devouring raw, and even alive, cats, ratsy Ce 
befides bullocks’ liver, tallow candles, and the entrajls of animals, 


&, 


the whole‘ confumption of the day, ‘it lands thus : 


ir : : . | 
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in great quantity, and witha truly beftial voracity, is too difeuft. 


ing to repeat. ‘ We shall therefore confine ourfelves tothe follow- 


ing relation of the experiment made in confirmation of thefe ex- 


traordinary facts. _ . ue 
 Withing fairly,’ fays the reporter, Dr. Cochrane, ig ‘to try 
how. much he actually could eat in one day ; on the 7th of Sep- 
tember, 1799,: at four o’clock in the morning, he breakfafted on 
four pounds of raw cow’s udder ; at half paft nine, in prefence of 
Dr. Johnfton, commiffioner of fick and wounded feamen, Admi- 
ral Child and his fons, Mr. Fofter, agent for prifoners, and feve- 
ral refpectable gentlemen, he exhibited his powers as follows 4 
There were fet before him five pounds of raw beef, and twelve 
tallow candles of a pound weight, and one bettle of porter; thefe 
he finifhed by half paft ten’o’ciack. At one o’clock, there was 
again put before him, five pounds of beef, and one pound of can-— 
dles, with three bottles of porter; at which time he was locked 
up-in the room, and fentries placed at the windows to prevent his 
throwing away any of his provifions. At two o’clock, when [- 


again. faw him with two friends, he had nearly finifhed the whole 


of the candles, and great part of the beef, but had neither eva- 
cuation by voniiting, ftool, nor urine; his {kin was cool, and pulfe 


regular, and he in good fpirits. At.a quarter paft fix, when he was 


to be returned.to his ‘prifon, he hadidevoured the whole, and de- 
clared,he could have eat more; but from the prifonets without, 


telling him, we wifhed to make fome experiment on him) he be+" 


gan to be alarmed. It is alfo to be obferved, that the day washot, 
and not having his ufual exercife in the yard, it may, be prefimed, | 
he would have otherwife had a better appetite. - On recapitulating’ 

z wrt cy. ae , CHING « 
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¢ "The eagernefs with which he attacks his beef when his ftomach | 
is not gorged, refembles the voracity of a hungry wolf, tearing of 


large morfels with his teeth, rolling them about in his mouth, and 
{wallowing them with canine greedinefs. When his throat’is dry — 
from continued exercife, he lubricates it by {tripping the greafe off. 


7 


the candle between his teeth, which he generally finithes at three 


mouthfuls, and wrapping the wick like a ball, ftring and.all, fends 
it after, at afwallow, He can, when no choice is left, make fhift 
to dine on immenfe quantities of raw potatoes,-or turnips ; but, - 


from choice, would never defire to tafte bread or vegetables, 


é ‘ He is in every refpeg healthy, his tongue clean, and his eyes 
ively on et a WN ect Ae Poh oe 2 rl 


uy 


; BA BULIMIA. eaat 


“« “After he went to the prifon, he danced, fmoked his pipe, and’ 
drank a bottle of porter; and by four next morning, he awoke’ 
with his ufual ravenous appetite, which he quieted by a few pounds’ 
of raw beef, Ns Gee hate ahaa eae o 

s He is fix feet three inches high, pale complexion, grey eyes, 
long brown hair, well made but thin, his countenance rather plea+ 
fant, and he is good-tempered.”” ~ ! prin 

To the above, which is attefted by five refpectable perfons,’ 
befides Dr. Cochrane, the infpeCtor and furgeon of the prifons, 
and agent for fick and wounded feamen, is added the following 

- queries and anfwers. | gest sh rh 
© 7, What is the quantity and quality of his faces? 
“* He goes to {tool commonly morning and afternoon, in a 
finaller or larger quantity, according to the victuals he eats; but’ 
. the faeces are by no means proportioned ‘to the ingeffa,; and, in- 
deed, feldom exceeding thofe of other men. ‘They ‘are always of* 
the fame confiftence, generally hard, but of no’ extraordinary co- 
lour ; and this laft is the fame, whether he eats vegetables or not 
with his animal food. “They are not particularly offenfive:’-% °” 
+ & 9,°What are the circumftances of his fleep and perfpiration ? * 
| be He gets to bed about eight o’clock at night, immediately” 
~ after which he begins to fweat, and that fo profufely, as: to be 
_ obliged to throw off his fhirt. He feels extremely hot,’ and in 
-_ an hour or'two after goes to fleep, which lafts until one in the 
" woorning, after which he always feels himfelf hungry, jeven’ 
_ though he had Jain down witha full ftomach. He then ats bread 
ot beef, or whatever provifion he may have referved through: 
the day ; and if’ he has none, he begtiles the time in fmoking 
_ tobacco. About two o’clock he goes to fleep again, and awakes” 
_- at five or fix o’clock in the morning in a violent perfpiration, with 
great heat. This quits him on getting up; and when he has laid 
ina freth cargo of raw meat (to ufe his own expreffion), he feels 
his body in a good ftate. © ‘The perfpiration, whether fenfible or in- 
fenfible, has no remarkable fmell; indeed, much lefs than that of 
-. imany perfons who live on a very different regimen. He {weats 
while he is‘eating ; and it is probablyowing to this conftant pro- 
penfity to exhalation from the furface of the body, that his {kin is. 
commonly found to be cool, as is ftated in the narrative. 
«© 2, What is his heat by the thermometer? bp ae 
«“ I have often tried it, ‘and found it to be of the ftandard tem- 
perature of the human body. His pulfe is now eighty-four, full 
and regular. Meher de el | 


y" NT 


«’ 4. Can this ravenous appetite be traced higher than his father? 
_ He knows nothing of his anceftors beyond his father. When 

_ he left the country, eleven years ago, his father ‘was alive, aged 
about fifty, a tall, ftout man, always healthy; and he can re- 
member he was a great cater, but was too young to recollect the 


532. | BULIMIA, 


quantity, but that he eat his meat half boiled. He Jeet not ree 
collect that either himfelf, or his brothers, had any ailment, ex- 
cepting the {mall-pox, which ended favourably with them all 
¢ aye then an infant ; -his face is perfeétly fmooth. - | 
¢ re. Does he make. much urine? : 

« With his ordinary allowance of drink, not more thana quart 
in theday. He fays, the fmell is not more offenfive than that of 
other men. On board of the tranfports,. coming from Ireland, he 
drank his own urine as often as he voided it, for want of drink, 


and yet he never vomited it. 


“ 6. Is his mufcular ftrength greater or lefs than that of other 
men of his time of life? 

. “ Though his mufcles are pretty firm, ti do not think hip are 
“fo full or plump asthofe of moft othermen. He has, however, by 
his own declaration, carried a load of three hundred weight of 
flour in France, and marched fourteen. leagues in a day. | 

« ». Ishe dull or intelligent? 

‘«* He can neither read nor write, but is very saeeiibent eal con- 
verfable, and can give a diftin® and confiftent anfwer to any 
queftion put to him. I have put a variety at. different times, and 
in different fhapes, tending to throw all the light poffible on his — 
hiftory, and never found that he varied, fo that [am n inclined to 
believe that he adheres to the truth. «he @ 

“¢ 8, Under what. circumftances did this voracious difpofition 
firlt comeon? 

_ © Tt came on at the age of siren; as has been iindady ftated. 
He was then in the fervice of Prufhia, at the fiege of Thionville ; 
they were at that time much ftraitened for provifion, and as he 
found this did not fuit him, he deferted into the town.’ He was 
conducted to the French general, who prefented him with a large 
melon, which he devoured, rind and all, and then an. immente — 
quantity and variety of . other {pecies of food, to the great enter- 
tainment of that officer and his fuite. From that time he has pre- 
ferred raw to dreffed meat; and when he eats a moderate quantity 
of what has been either roafted or boiled, he throws it ‘up imme- 
diately. What is ftated above, therefore, refpeCting his.never 
yomiting, is not to be underftood literally, but imports: pe 


-. that thofe things which are moft naufeous to, others, had no effe 


upon his ftomach, _ 
“-g, Is there any thing remarkable hiibne his venereal ap- 

petite or powers? 

ite Upon enquiry I do not find there is any thing’ remarkable i in 
this man, in thefe refpects, 

_. There is nothing furtter to remark, but that fince the atteft. 
ed narrative was drawn up, he has repeatedly indulged himfelf in . 
the cruel Fepaite there deferibed, devouring the whole animal, €X- 
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cept thefkin, bones, and bowels; but this has been put a ftop to, 
on account of the fcandal which it juftly excited. 

« In confidering this cafe, it feems to afford fome matters for re~ 
flection, which are not only objects of confiderable novelty and 
curiofity, but interefting andimportant, by throwing light on the 
procefs by which the food is digefted and difpefed of. | 
. © Monftrofity and difeafe, whether in the ftructure of parts, 
or inthe funétions and appetites, illuftrate particular points of the 
animal economy, by exhibiting them in certain relations in which 
they are not met with in the common courfe of nature. The 
power of the ftomach in fo quickly diffolving, affimilating, and dif- 
pofing of the aliment in ordinary cafes, muft {trike every reflect- 
ing perfon with wonder; but the hiftory of this cafe affords a more 

palpable proof, and more clear conception of thefe proceffes, juft 
as objects of fight become more fenfible and ftriking, when view- 
ed by a magnifying glafs, or when exhibited on a larger fcale. 

“The fats here fet forth, tend alfo to place in a {trong light, 
the great importance of the difcharge by the fkin, and to prove 
that it is by this outlet, more than by the bowels, that the recre- 
mentitious parts of the aliment are evacuated; that there is an 
admirable co-operation eftablifhed between the ikin and the fto- 
mach, by means of that confent of parts fo obfervable, and fo ne- 
ceffary, in the other functions of the animal economy ; and, that 

the purpofe of aliment is not merely to adminifter to the growth 
- and repair of the body, but by its bulk and peculiar ftimulus to 
maintain the play of the organs effential to life.”” | | 
A cafe of chronic dyfphagia, which originated from a ravenous 
appetite, is publifhed by Dr. Hagftrom, in the New Tranfactions 
of the Royal Academy of Sciences at Stockholm, vol. X1X. for 
1798. ; ‘ by bua | 
Inthe year 1797, a gardener died fuddenly, in the 62d year of 
‘his age, in confequence of aviolent colic. “This man was of a 
{pare habit and thin appearance ; he had always been afflicted with 
fuch a ravenous appetite, that he confumed as much food as four 
other perfons, and neverthelefs- complained of infatiable hunger. 
> He had frequently been fubje& to the colic anda violent heart- 
burn, and three or four years previous to his death, he was con- 
fined to his bed for fix months by a fimilar difeafe, attended with 
conflant vomiting. For feveral years towards the latter period of 
his life he could take only liquid food, adminiftercd by fpoonfuls. 
Dr. Hagftrom attended him for three years; but without being 
able to perform a cure, On difleting the body after death, the 
lungs, liver, and heart, were in a perfectly found ftate; but the — 
ftomach was of a monftrous appearance, being three times the 
-ufual fize. It contained from three to four quarts of matter re~ 
fembiing the yolk of an egg,. when boiled hard and cut into fmall 
pieces, while it was extremely pungent and acid. In the mefen- 


t, 
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tery were two {mall indurations, fcarcely the fize of a” eobidion 
pea. One part of the eelophagus was fo indurated and conftrict= 
ed, that a goofe quill could with. difficulty be introduced. ~The 
parietes of this callous cylinder were half an inch’ thick, and its 
length nieafured about two inches. The .author is of “Opinion, 
that the diftenfion of the ftomach and its atonic ftate originated 
from the unccmmon yoracioufnefs of the patient; and there not 
being a fufficient quantity of the galtric juice to diffolve the food, 
the ingefta had aflumed fuch corrofive properties as readily pro- 


duced. the colic arid heartburn ; particular! y as the cefophagus had. 


been much ulcerated by frequent vomiting. hi 
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Polydipfia, Sauv. gen. 224. Lin. 80. Vog. 275, Sag. 336° 
_ This is almoft always fymptomatic ; and occurs in fever, dropfy,. 
fluxes, &c. .The cure is very generally obtained only by the re- - 
moyal of the primary difeafes; and it is beft. palliated b the gra-_ 
dual introduction. of diluents: but when thefe are’ Saescitidl- 
cated, it may often be fuccefsfully obviated by fuch articles taken 
into the mouth as have.effect in. augmenting the flow of faliva; 
and of thefe, few are fo effeQhual as the root of pellitory 
‘The Medical and. Phyfical Journal furnithes us with the fol<_ 
lowing, inftances of this affection. © The lich taste thatiteed. ie 
by Dr. Dyce of Aberdeen to Dr. Bradley. | © ys 
ig EO Sh PolsipGe happening fo, rarely,” faye, the dgctor, 
~ it 18 not to be wondered at if practitioners in gen al are deficient 
in their knowledge of the manner of treating fuch complaints, 
when they actually occur in practice, J, for one, confefs myfelf 
ignorant of the method.in which fuch a cafe ought to be treated ; Py 
for, having never met, with it as an original difeafe, I was almoft  - 
induced to believe that it coe DH Menten in confequence of 
fome other exilling complaint, as. fever, &c. On thefe oceafions, 
thirft 8 a yery common attendant, and is. éafily removed by cur- 
ing the primary difeafe; but when it happens without any other 
complaint or fymptom to direct us to the caufe, it requires fome 
knowledge of fimilar cafes to enable one to preferibe effectually. 
-~The following being a cafe in point, I beg leave to requeft 
your opinion on. the fubject, prefuming that, from your extenfive 
practice, you may have met with fomething of the like kind, and 
therefore may be able to direét me in the proper mode of treat- 
ment, which fhall be implicitly Tollowene .: ) "ew, ‘ieee 
“ A lady, fome months ago, applied to me for advice, on 
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account of a very extraordinary thicit’ witch the at" eae time 
_Yaboured under, attended with no other fymptom of difeafe, ex 
_ cepting that fhe was now and then affected with what the termed 


~*~ - 


4 weaknefs of her nerves. Her appetite for food has never been, 
in the fmalleft degree impaired 5 on the contrary, fince the hasp 


| been affected in this way, it has been rather better than before’> 


her bowels, at the commencement, were not perfectly regular, 
but, by means of fome pons aperient medicines, this was foon’ 
removed ; her tongue, during the whole period, has been quite 
clean ; ind the a medicines fhe has taken were of the aperient | 
and tonic kind; an emetic might have been proper, but the bad ~ — 
eitects produced by one taken forme years ago, deterred me fr én” 
propofing it at this time. 

i Having aiked her a: number of queftions cethtite to. her 


- former eae of body, &c. I learned that’ the catamenia ftopped 
_ about feven years ago; and about, or rather before, that time, fhe* 
was feized with an uncommon fpitting, which lafted nearly eight. 


months, after which fhe was quite well. The‘fmell of what was 


\ fpit up was extremely foetid; and, in'the courfe of the day, two 


_or three handkerchiefs would have been ufed in confequence. 
| About two years ago. “the? {pitting again returned, but continued 
- for’a thort time, as it ‘was only ina trifling degree : fince that time. 
_ fhe has kept i in a tolerably good {tate of health till Auguft laft, at’ 
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which time, being in the country, fhe’ ate “about fifty. or fixty 


cherries in a Morenndn,! and complained of being rather uneaty 3 


for which fhe fwallowéd about half a‘glafs of brandy, and was 


‘relieved. “She'ate her dinner, &c. juft as ufual, but next day the 
_ thirft commenced, and has continued much in the fame way ever 
| fince. The quantity neceffary for her drink in twenty-four hours 
_ may amount to about thrée’ quarts, or at moft one gallon ; ; at the 
' fame time fhe’ fays, ‘that an equal quantity of Urine’ is fecreted. 
_ About’a month after fhe was affected in’ this way, fhe was feized 
with a very violent tooth-ach (her teeth being moftly carious) 5 


_ 


- fhe applied ‘a blifter behind the ear, which, together with fome 
 dofes of laudanum, to ‘the dmount ‘of rentyshve, feldom more 


_ than thirty Grp E to produce reft, procured her relief; during 
_ this period, which was about ten days, fhe had little or no thirf, 


but whenever the pain‘ceafed the thirit returned. For fome days’ 


paft fhe has been-taking.a few drops of laudanum, every night at 


bed-time (not more than twelve), from which fhe thinks that fhe 
has found fome relief, not in her thirft, but in being les nervous. 
She has alfo complained, within thefe few days, of a flight degree 


_ Of cramp in the mufcles of the left leg and foot, attended with 


fome heat in the palms of her hands; but théfe being i in no great 
degree, have not been much attended to.” 
The following cafe and obfervations on polydipfia fucceed thofe 


of Dr. Dyce; who exprefled himfelf defirous of receiving fome hints 
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upon the treatment of it. They are written by Mr. Peaal of 
Aberdeen. eat ita 

« J. F. a man aged ahout 45 years, of a dark complexion, 
well boned and mufcular, but not inclined to corpulency, has 
been affected for two months with violent thirft, which has never 
had any remiffion fince he was firft affected with it. In the night- 
time, he fays, that his thirft is very great, and that he puts down 
2 ne decanter, containing one Scots pint of water, at his bedfide, 


which is not fufhicient for him during the night. In the twenty-. 


four hours he will drink more than two. gallons. He fays, that 
he has no other complamt but thirft; except that he is generally 
eofive. His appetite is much impaired, and he has feldom a de- 


fire for food ; he fweats profufely during the night and towards . 


morning, and is often obliged to change his linen. Sometimes 
the quantity of water which he drinks makes his belly feel full, 
hard, and painful. He fleeps pretty well fome nights, but is often 
obliged to rife early in the morning, on account of the thirft and 
_ fweating. Since he has been affected with this complamt he is 

more dejected in his fpirits than formerly, and has not the fame 
_ defire for working ; this, he fays, is owing to his ftrength being 
fomewhat diminifhed. He fecretes a large quantity of urine, 
and voids it without pain; it has much the appearance of the 
urine of diabetic patients. His pulfe is about ninety in the minute. 


Three years fince he conducted a diftillery of whifky, and was. 


then liable to be affected with great and fudden changes from 
heat to cold alternately. After the high duties were laid on, he 
gave up the diftiling bufinefs and took himfelf to farming, which 
is his prefent employment. He was married and had feveral 
children ; his wife died about a year and a half fince, and within 
this laft fix months he has married a young woman. When I 
confidered this patient’s. former courfe of life,” fays Mr. Peaal, 
“and the ftate of matrimony which he had lately entered into, 
I concluded that the caufe of the thirft was debility. I once faw 
4 cafe of a gouty patient who was affected with a very violent 
thirft inftead of a paroxyfm of the gout, it yielded to nearly the 
fame treatment as was employed for this patient. With the in- 


tention of remoying the debility, and reftoring the fyftem to its | 


former degree. of ftrength, I had recourfe to tonics, Confidering 
’ the cortex to be among the chief of this kind of medicines, I pre- 
icribed it as follows + , wy: ‘ia 4 
(No. 427.) B Cinchonex pulveratee 3j.° 

Zinci vitriolati zfs. 


Mix them aceurately together, and divide into fixteen dofes 5 one 


to be taken four a times every day in a glafsful of wine. 


t 


. a rs . “aA\e . ’ 
*‘ ¥ ordered porter for his common drink, and a nourifhing diet. 


After ufing the bark for four days he complained of coftivenefs ; 
I ordered him one ounce of caftor oil, which operated very well. 
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To palliate the uneafy thirft, I prefcribed the tamarind decodtion. 


After he had ufed thefe medicines for eight days he found his 

thirft much diminifhed. He then took an opiate every night, and | 
fifteen drops of the acid elixir of vitriol in a glafsful of water, 
three or four times every day; anda dofe of caftor oil every feven 
days, which relieved the uneafinefs and hardnefs of his belly very 
much. By perfifting in this courfe for four weeks his thirft was 
almoft gone. ‘To perfeét the cure, I prefcribed for him a journey 
into the country, that he might have the advantage of a change of 


air, and drink chalybeate water; but he could not get time fpared 


for the purpofe, and, as he was better, he continued at his. ufual 
employment at home.” : 


Genus CIII. PICA. 
Loneinc, or Falfe Appetite. 


Pica, Sauv. gen. 222. Sag. 334- 
Citta, Lin. 78. 
Allotriophagia, Yog. 299. 
Malacia, Vog. 300. 


‘The pica is alfo very generally fymptomatic of other difeafes, as 


_ of worms, chlorofis, pregnancy, &c. 5 and is, therefore, chiefly to be 


combated by the removal of the primary affection. It may, however, 
be obferved, that peculiar longings occurring in certain difeafes, as, 
for example, in fevers, often point out a natural cure. . The in- 


_dulgence of fuch appetites to a moderate degree is feldom produc- 
"tive of any inconvenience, and often followed by the beft confe- 


quences.—Hence, there are fome practitioners who think that; 


-fuch craving fhould very generally be indulged 5 particularly when 


the patient can aflign no reafon whatever for fuch particular long~ 


‘Ings, but is merely prompted by an uncommon and inexplicable — 


efire. , i a , 
As a variety of this-difeafe, we may not improperly confider 


- that tropical one to which Dr. Chifholm has given. the name of 
 Cachexia Africana. : 


The fimilarity between this difeafe, to which the negro aves. 


newly imported into the Weft Indies are fubjeét, and one to which 


young females are liable, in moft countries, we prefume will not. 
efcape the obfervation of practical readers: and we do not heftate 
to prenounce, that the fame theory may be fafely applied to both; _, 

“ There is,” fays Dr. Chifholm, “a difeafe to which the negroes, 
and particularly thofe newly imported, are much fubject: it is named 
by us Mal d’ Effomac, or Cachexia Africana ; and, from a conftant 
{ymptom-which attends it, dirt-eating, by fome. (See Dr. Hunter, 
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3 


on the D sfefes of anata ) Negroes’ alfo, who have beef ‘ie 
time in'the country, are fubje&t to this difeafe, but not fo fre” 


quently as amongft the former. . It affects thofe who have, genes * j 


rally {peaking, been badly clothed, ill-fed and lodged, and whofe © 


conftitutions have been worn out by hard labour. The mind par- 
‘taking of the fufferings. of the body, is affetced with noftaglia, 
brooding over their ill treatment, feparated from friends and rela= | 


tions, and doomed to fuffer without daring tocomplain: 
©The firft fymptom, and which indeed i is both the caufe | effet, 


is a fondnefs for folitude, fadnefs, ref, and, defpondency ;. a lofs — 
of appetite, or a defire only for what is pungent and ftimulant 5 ~ 


difficulty of breathing, efpecially i in walking up a hill; a painful 
gaftrodynia, palpitation of the heart, general debility, duo inels, 


palenefs of the face and palms of the hands ;, the tongue whites — 


fometimes with an appearance like ftains of ink upon it; the lips 
colourlefs; the tunica adnata of a glafly whitenefs, as alfo the 
teeth ; the fkin of .an olive complexion, and cold to the touch; 


with a rough furface, and the papille elevated ; anafarcous fwell- 3 
ings of the eye-lids, face, and extremities ; water. is. afterwards | 


colleGted in the belly and cheft, and the unhappy fufferer can only 
breathe in an erect pofture, fot fear of in{tant fuffocation; the 
pulfe is always fmall, and generally becomes quicker: towards 
night. ‘here is, during the difeafe, an utile as to attempts 
and inability to perform, motion. 


' & Morbid changes take place ‘throughout the alimentary canaly * 


in confequence of the vitiated ftate of the gaftric juice and imped- 
ed digeftion; a morbid acidity prevails, anda fymptom arifes 
from this caufe, which, with fome, has given came tothe difeafe, 
—a habit of eating chalk, dirt, or whatever will obtund acrimony: 


«© This vitiated aétion is propagated throughout the whole ali- — 


mentary canal; the lacteals are abraded by acrimonious fluids, and 
no longer poffefs the power of abforbing healthy chyle ; hence the 
_ lymphatic glands of the mefentery become inflamed and indurated. 
‘The blood poor, vapid, and colourlefs, no, longer ftimulates the 
heart and arteries to ation; hence afphyxia and fudden’death, and 
thofe polypous concretions founda in the heart after deaths . 


“Tt is to the want of irritability of the blood that we are to. 


afcribe obftruction of the menftrual flux in womens in ts; dif= 


eafe. 
- From this fhort account of the ie, which Vous no other 


merit than truth, you will be prepared for the appearances upon: 


diffection : 


“ The ftomach is fens much enlarged, and thickened in its, 


coats; the liver fometimes enlarged and'{chirrous, bat always pre= 
ternaturally white; the gall lI-bladder fometimes with biliary con=, 


cretions ; the bile never of a healt thy appearance, generally thin, _ 


and water yy and {lightly yellegr or green; the mesenteric ‘glands, 


_— > . 
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indurated and fchirrous.. Thofe appearances induced a medical 
_ “practitioner in a neighbouring ifland to employ mercury, with a 
view of removitg, as he fuppofed, ob{tructions; but a very {mall 
quantity of it excited fuch terrible effects as obliged him to de- 
_ fift. Accumulated irritability, from the abftraction of the ufual 
ftimuli, had rendered them more fufceptible of the flighteft 
 ftimulus: , 3 , | | 
“ From this view of the difeafe, the pathology and treatment’ of 
it, I conceive, will be eafily underftood. Refembling fcurvy in 
fome refpeéts, it differs from it only in the fymptoms of putrid 
diathefis not ‘being fo obvious—putrid animal food not having 
been here employed as an article of diet. ‘The fame defect of 
_ oxygen prevails in both difeafes ; and it is probable, that we would 
find the fame benefit from the ufe of acefcent vegetables, but we’ 
have ‘not here,the fame putrid diathefis to obviate; and the fto- 
mach has been already fo much debilitated by weak vegetable diet, 
that it requires a more ftimulant plan, animal food, wine, warm 
clothing, a gentle treatment, &c. The preparations of iron are 
_ here found of the moft effential fervice. Much benefit has alfo 
_ been derived from weak fermented’ liquors : acefcent cane-liquor 
- has cured many.” ‘eee LS 


+ 


eee _ Genus CIV. “SATYRIASIS. 
 Satyriafis, Savv. gen. 228. Lin. 81. Sag. 340. 
me Satyriafis is a violent defire of venery in men, even fo that rea~ 
\ fon is ‘depraved by it. The pulfe is quick, and the breathing 
' fhort; the patient is fleeplefs, thirfty, and loathes his food; the 
urine is evacuated with difficulty, and a fever foon comes ‘on. 
_ Thefe fymptoms, however, are probably not fo much the confe- 
» quence of fatyriafis, as merely concomitant effets refulting from: 
_ the fame caufe. And indeed this affection is moft frequently the 
_ €oncomitant of a certain modification of infanity. The nature and 
- eaufe of this affe€tion aré in moft inftances very little afcertained ; 
" out as far as we are acquainted with the treatment, it agrees very | 
much with the affe€tion next to be mentioned, which, of the two, 


_ 4s the moft common occurrence, | 
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Genus CV. NYMPHOMANTA. 


Furor U'rerinvs. 


-figns, and the wanton behaviour ofj the patient: the {peaks and | 


acts with unreftrained obfcenity, and, as’ the.diforder increafes,. 


be repeated in proportion to the violence of the fymptoms, &c. — 


ufeful here, regard being had to fanguine or phlegmatic, habits, 
8 & 2 fe OY Beebe re 
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 oGpes CVE, NOSTALGIA, 

Vebement Desir& of REVISITING one’s COUNTRY. 
Noftalgia, Savv. gen. 226, Lin, 83. Sag. 338. 
This is to be reckoned a fpecies of melaticholy ; and unlefs it. 

be indulged, it very commonly proves not only incurable but even 
fatal. Although it cannot be.confidered as. altogether peculiar to 


any nation, yet it is obferved to be much more frequent with fome 
than with others; and it has patticularly been remarked among 


Swifs foldiers in the fervice of foreign ftates. _ 


‘ orCT. U1, Avprtitus Pesienres shad 

" Abepithymiz, Sauv. Clats VI. Ord! IE Sag: BE) Ord th 

' Privativi, Lin. Clafs VI. Ord. IIL. my , 
Adynamiz, Vog. Clafs VI. 


Genus CVI, ANOREXIA. 
Want of APPETITE. 

Anotexia, Savv. gen. 162. Lin. 116. V% 02+ 290+ Sag. 268. 
y The anorexia, is fymptomatic. of many, difeafes, but feldom 
_ appears as a primary affection ; and it is very generally overcome 
_ nly by the removal of the affection on which it depends. fis 

GeNvs CVII. ADIPSIA, 
. | Want of Turrsr, Maa 
og Adipfia, Sanv. gen. 163, Lin. II 4. Vos: 281. ‘Sag. 269. 

‘This, by Dr. Cullen, is reckoned to be always {ymptomatic of 
fome difeafe affecting the [enforium commune. | oe 
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Anaphrodifia, Seuw. gen. tog. Sag. 27a 
. Atecnia, Din, 119. ; : ; is 
_ Agenefia, Vog. 283. | 


_ Impotence, or an inability to coition, is, with refpect to men, 
{improperly reckoned the fame as fterility in women; finee. many 
women are fterile who, neverthelefs, are fully capable of the 
venereal at. The difeafe then, which requires to be confidered, — 
is that defeét of the organs of generation, which fo affects the 
regular exercife of their funétions, as to caufe an inability of pro- 
pagating the fpecies. This, however, falling moft commonly in | 
the way of the furgeon, we have transferred the fubjeét to our 
fourth volume. : aa ave te. 
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Onvex WI. DYSCINESLE. 
Ginvs CX. APHONIA. 

7 Lofs of Voice. . 
“Aphonia, Sawv. gen. 166. Lin. 115. Pog. 253 Sag. 272. 


“1, Defcription.] The lofs of voice may proceed from various 
Caufes. If one of the recurrent nerves, which are formed by. the 
par vagum and the nervus accefforius, and reach the larynx, be cut, x. 
the perfon is capable of only, as it were, a half pronunciation ; 
but if both be cut, the fpeech and voice are both loft. ‘The lofs 
of fpeech happening in hyfteric patients is called aphomza, but 
‘more properly that lofs of fpeech is thus named which depends — 
en fome fault of the tongue. se soe 
Seeing that the motion of any partis deftroyed, or leffened, at 
leaft by the interception of the nervous power in its paffage thither, : 
and that the nerves defined. for the motion of the -tongue arife — 
ptincipally from the fifth pair of nerves, it evidently appears that. 
the feat of this diforder is in the faid fifth pair of nerves, and that 
the immediate caufe is a diminution or total deftrudtion of the © 
nervous power inthem. Hence a palfy of the tongue, which. is 
-either antecedent or fubfequent to hemipleétic or apoplectic dif- 
. ~erders, demands ot utmoit attention. ahs Be 
If an aphonia appears alone, it generally befpeaks an approagh- 
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‘ * 
ing hemiplegia, of apoplexy ; but if it fucceed thefe diforders, and 
is complicated with a weak memory, and a fluggifhnefs of the 

- mental powers, it threatens their return. That aphony ufually 
terminates the beft which proceeds from a ftagnation of ferous 

_ humours comprefling the branches of the fifth pair of nerves, 

‘which run to the tongue ; but it is no lefs afflictive to the patient, 

and is very ob{tinate of cure. } 
__ Other caufes of this diforder are, the ftriking in of eruptions on 

the fkin, a congeftion of blood in the fauces and tongue, ob-- 
{trucked periodical evacuations in plethoric habits, fpafmodic 

affeCtions, worms, a crumb of bread falling into the larynx, fear, 

_ too free an ufe of fpirituous liquors ; alfo whatever deftroys the 

' ligaments which go from the arytenoid to the thyroid cartilages, 
will deftroy the voice. | 
_ 2. Prognofis..| The prognoftics vary acccording to the caufe or 
caufes. ‘That fpecies which is owing immediately to fpafms foon 

"gives way on the removal of them. If a palfy. of the tongue be 
the caufe, it is very apt to return, though relieved, but often con- 
tinues incurable. 

3. Cure.] In order to the cure, we muft endeavour firft to re- 
move whatever obftruéts the influx of the nervous fluid into the 
‘tongue, and fecondly to ftrengthen the weak parts. Thefe gene- 
_ ral intentions, in all cafes, being regarded, the particular caufes 
muit be removed as follows : | 
__ If worms be the caufe, antifpafmodics may give prefent relief ; 
but the cure depends on the deftru€tion or expulfion of the ani- 
mals themfelves. In cafe of a congeftion of blood about the head, 
_ bleeding with leeches, or cupping, and draftic medicines, are to be 
ufed.—That. fpecies of aphony which remains after the fhock of 
an hemiplegia or apoplexy, requires blifters to be applied to the 
nape of the neck; other means are rarely effeCtual.—lf fpafmodic 
conftrictions about the fauces and tongue be the caufe, external 
paregorics are of the greateft fervice, anodyne antifpafmodics may 
be laid under the tongue, and the feet bathed in water; carmina- 
tive clyfters alfo are ufeful.— When a palfy of the tongue produces 
this complaint, evacuations, according to the patient’s habit, muft 
be made, and warm nervous medicines mutt be externall applied, 

‘and internally adminiftered ; blifters alfo fhould be placed between 

“the fhoulders.—In cafe of repelled cuticular eruptions, fudorifics 
‘fhould be given, and the patient’s drink fhould be warm. The 
Spiritus ammonia fuccinatus, ox vinum antimonit, may be employed 
sither in combination with other articles, or by themfelves, and 
Riven, at proper diftances of time, in the patient’s drink. 
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pi .. Genus CXI. MUTITAS. : 
- Dumeness. : aie 


 Mutitas, Sav. gen. 265. Mog. 257. Sag. 2736 ee 


...Dumb people are generally born deaf; in which cafe the difeafe 
is incurable by medicine: though even fuch people may be taught 
not only to read and write, but alfo to {peak and to underitand 
what others fay-to them. The method in which this has been 
accomplifhed is extremely curious, but not to our purpofe in the 
srefent work. In thefe cafes, the dumbnefs proceeds principally, 
if not folely, from the deafnefs. For when it proceeds from a 
defe@t of any of the organs neceflary for fpeech, the tongue for 
inftance, it is. always.incurable; but if it arife from a pally, 
the medicines applicable in that cafe will fometimes reftore the 
fpeech. . . 


“It is fortunate for perfons in this lamentable fituation, that fome 
ingenious methods. are now taken to fupply their deficiencies, by” 
the exercife of thofe fenfes that remain to them. Several ichools- 
for.inftru@ting the deaf and dumb are to be found in London, and 
sae of them is a charitable eftablifhment.. . | NN Hig |S 


. *s 


Genus CXH. PARAPHONTA. — 
evens ss the found of the ‘Vortt. 7 


.. Paraphonia, Sawv. gen. 168. ir cee ab al 
; Cacophonia, Sag. 274+ : ‘ : hs | a ey a titi t 
Raucedo, Lia. 146. . he ae 
_« dRaucitas, Vog. 252. 


-. Afaphia, &c, Vog. 2505 2511 254s 2552 256. 


> 


_ 'The-voice may be changed from. various caufes. In males it 
becomes much more hard about the time of puberty 3. but. this 
can by no means be reckoned a difeafe. In others it proceeds 
from a catarrh, or what we call a cold; it arifes alfo from affection 
‘of the nofe and palate, as polypi, ulcers, &c. in which cafe the 
cure belongs properly to Surgery. In fome it arifes from a laxity 
sof the velum pendulum palaii and glottis, which makes a kind of. 
fnoring noife during infpiration.. The cure of this laft cafe is te 
‘be attempted internally, by tonics and fuch other medicines as are 
of fervice in difeafes attended with laxity, and by the topical ufé 
of camphorated [pirits. | | 


vi 
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| CONTRACTURA. tik 


‘Genus CHT, PSELLISMUS: 
Defect in PRONUNCIATION. 


Pfellifmus, Savv. gen. 167. Lin, 138. Sag. 273. 
Traulotis, &c. Vog..258, 259, 200, 261. 


Of this difeafe (if fuch it may be called) there are many differ- 
ent kinds. Somé cannot pronounce the letter S; others labour 
under the fame difficulty with R, L, M, K, &c.; while fome who 
can with fufficient eafe pronounce all the letters, yet repeat their 
words, or the firft fyllables of them, in fuch'a ftrange manner, 


that they can fearce be underftood. Very frequently thefe defects 


arife entirely from habit, and may then be got the better of by 
thofe who have the refolution to attempt it; as we are told that 


 Demofthenes, the celebrated orator, got the better of a habit of 
~ ftammering by declaiming with pebbles in his mouth. Sometimes, 


however, pronunciation may be impeded by a wrong conformation 
of the tongue or organs of fpeech; and then it cannot by any 


means whatever be totally removed. 


* Genus CXIV. STRABISMUS. 
ie SquintiNc. | 
Strabifmus, Sauv. gen. 116. Lin. 304. Vog. 514. Sag. 222. 


As this difeafe is only to be remedied by external aid, it is con- 


 fidered: under Surgery in our fourth volume. 


ee te eS > 
ee ae one tee nate 


Grxus CXV. CONTRACTURA. 
| Contrattions of the Limes. 


Contractura, Sauv. gen. 119. Lin. 299. Sag. 225.. 


~ Obftipitas, Sawv. gen. 11. 


Caput obftipum, Vog. §13. 
Digitium, Yog. 221. 


The contraction of various mufcles of the body is generally the 
confequence of fome other difeafe, as the rheumati{m, gout, 
feurvy, or palfy, efpecially that {pecies of the latter which follows 
the cclica Pifonum. Ut is exceedingly difficult of cure; though 


the Bath waters are commonly found of the greatelt fervice. 


~ 


5468 - + PROFUSIO. » 


Thefe are not orily taken internally, with fuitable regimen, to 
invigorate the fy{tem ; but they are aifo projected; by a pump upon 
the affected part, and fometimes the whole body is immerfed in 
the bath. sh i 

Eleétricity alfo, occafionally; has performed furprifing cures in 
this way. The ufual’ mode of applying it is by {mall thocks, 
itrong fparks, or what is. called elefrical friétion, where the ball of 
a charged jar is rubbed over the affeéted part, whilft a piece of 
coarfe flannel is interpofed. ee 
_ Some contraéted limbs have been reftored by plunging them 
every day into hot brewers’ grains, and afterwards bathing the 
parts principally affected with meats-foot oil, in which a {mall por- 
tion of camphor has been diflolved. This fubje@t, however, will 
be more particularly treated under Surgery. oe 


- 


Orper IV. APOCENOSES. 


Apocenofes, Vog. Clafs WOrd Ie. : yt 
Fluxus, Sawv. Clafs IX. Sag. Clafs V. ~e 
Morbi evacuatorii, Lin. Clafs IX. 


Genus CXVI. PROFUSIO, * — 


‘ Fiux of Bioop. | 
Profufio, Juin: 239." | “ 
Hemorrhagia, Vog. 81. - Boerh. 218. 


The difeafe commonly known by the name of bloody flux, is the 
putrid or contagious DysENTERY, a difeafe which has already been 
treated of. But independent of the difcharge of blood which 
then takes place, hemorrhagy may take place from the alimentar 
canal, as well as from other parts of the fyftem. In fuch in- 
ftances, however, if we except the place from which the difcharge 
occurs, the phenomena are much the fame as in menorrhagia, 
Lamoptyfis, and other hemorrhagies already treated of ;- while the 


difeafe is to’ be combated on the fame principles and by the fame 
remedies. ae 


| SALIVATION. _ S47 


Genus CXVII. EPHIDROSIS.. 
; Excefive SWEATING. 


Ephidrofis, Sauv. gen. 258. Sag. gen. 194. 
Sudor, Lin. 208. | 
Hydropedefis, Vog. 121. 


This is generally fymptomatic; and occurs in almoft all fevers, 
but efpecially in the latter ftages of the hectic. Sometimes it 1s 
a primary difeafe, arifing merely from weaknefs; and then eafily. 
admits of a cure by the ufe of the Peruvian bark, the cold bathy 

_and other tonics. (Vide Form. No. 49. and 50.) : 


- Genus CXVII. EPIPHORA. 
Fiux of the LacuhrymMaL Humour. 


Epiphora, Sauv. gen. 259. Line 172. Vog. 99. Sag. 195, 


This by Sauvages is deferibed as an involuntary effufion Of tears - 
without any remarkable itching, heat, or pain. It follows long-_ - 


continued ophthalmias ; or it may be occafjoned by immoderate 
ftudy, or any thing that weakens the eyes: hence it comes on 
about the age of fifty years, when the eye-fight naturally becomes 
weak. It in general grows worfe in the winter time, and is yery 
hard to cure.. Some authors recommend purgatives, and blifters 
on the nape of the neck, in order to draw off the abundant hu- 
mours; but as the difeafe evidently proceeds from weaknefs, it 
would rather feem proper to purfue a contrary methad. Sauvages 
recommends to the patients to abftain from ftudy, wine, and falted 
- meats; and alfo to avoid fmoke or wind, and at night to foment 
the eyes with an infufion of four cloves in two ounces of proof- 
 fpirit. Mr. Ware’s treatment of this, complaint will be found 
under Surgery. Soa, . 


Genus CXIX. PTYALISMUS, 


> 


SALIVATION. 


Ptyalifmus, Savv. gen. 261, Lin. 176. Vog. 103. Sag. 199. — 


__A falivation is often fymptomatic, but rarely a primary difeafe. 
Dr, Cullen is of opinion, that when the latter happens to be the 


\ 


cafe, it arifes from laxity; and then is to be cured by aftringents 
and tonics. In .the Medical’ TranfaGtions we have the following 
account of a falivation brought on by a foreign fubftance irritating 
one of the parotid glands..> ~ a ee oe 

In the month of April, 1751, a young lady, about the age of 


fixteen years, of a delicate habit, but. fubje& to no particular com-" — 


plaints, perceived the beginning of a difeafe which afterwards 
proved moft obftinate and loathfome, viz. an inceflant fpitting. 
Lhe quantity of this difcharge was different at different times, 
varying from one pint to two pints and a half in twenty-four 
hours. As to its quality, it feemed tobe no other than the ordi- 
nary {ecretion of the falival glands. By fo large and canftant an 
evacuation, her ftrength became extremely impaired, and the moft 
-eflicacious medicines had proved ufelefs. She had taken large 
' quantities of the Peruvian bark, both alone and combined with 
preparations of iron: and afterwards the fetid gums, opium, 
amber, alum, and the Neville-Holt-water, had in fucceffion been 
given her. In the mean time an exact regimen had been prefcrib- 
‘ed: fhe had been ordered. to ride con{tantly, and to confine her- 
felf to mucilaginous diet, fuch as veal, calves’ feet, &c. Like- 
wile a gently opening. medicine had. now and then been inter-_ 
poled. ‘The difeafe {till continued unaltered : the had afterwards 


tried the tinctura faturnina; and had, at the fame time, "been en-— 


_ couraged to chew the Peruvian bark, and to fwallow the faliva. 
But all thefe attempts had been vain: and after fhe had taken fome 
or other of the medicines above mentioned until the end of Sep- 

tember, 1753, namely, above two. years, it appeared to her phyfi- 

cian, Sir George Baker, unreafonable to expeét reef in fuch a cafe 
from. any. internal medicines whatever. : TA Sah : 

Fle now conceived a fufpicion, that fome extraneous body hav. 
ing accidentally found. its way into the meatus auditorius, right 
poilibly be the caufe of this extraordinary feczetion, by keeping’ 
up a continued irritation in the parotid glands. With this view 
he examined her ears, and extra@ted from them a quantity. of 
fetid wool. How, or when, it came thither, no account could be 
givens 9h 1); hi ade Loy Ti a et 
To this fubftance he attributed the beginning of the falivation 
notwithitanding that the difeafe did not immediately abate on the 
removal of the wool; as it appeared to be no improbable fuppofi- 
tion that the difcharge might be continued by the force of habit, 
though the original caufe no longer remained. : 

It feemed therefore expedient to introduce fome other habit, in 
the place of the increafed fecretion of faliva; which habit might 
afterwards be gradually left off. With this intention, he prevail- 
ed on the patient to chew a little dry bread, and to {wallow it with 
her fpittle.” Ina few weeks it became neceflary for her to: chew 


the bread) only, at certain hours in the day; and dius, after two 


) ENURESIS. a $49 
months, fhe become entirely free from a moft difguftful and tedis 
ous diforder. A 

_ itis worthy of obfervation, that, at firft, the fwallowing of fo 
much faliva frequently occafioned a nanfea: and that then, for a 
few hours, ihe was obliged to {pit it out as ufual, and that, during 
the greateit part of the time, when fhe chewed the bread, fhe had 
a {tool er two every day more than common. 


~ 


Ganus CXX. ENURESIS. 
An involuntary FLux of Urine. 
. Enurefis, Sauv. gen. 264. Lin. tog. Vog. 113. Sag. 200. 


This is a. complaint which frequently affects children, otherwife 
healthy, when afleep; and is extremely difagreeable. Often it is 
merely the effect of lazinefs, and may. be driven off by proper 
correction ; but fometimes it. proceeds from an atony or weaknefs 
of the fphincter of the bladder. Many ridiculous cures have been 
prefcribed for it, and among the reft field-mice dried and powder- 
ed; tonics are frequently of ufe ; but fometimes. the difeafe proves 
ob{tinate, in {pite of every thing we can ufe. Inthe London Medical 
Obiervations we find blifters much recommended. in. this difeafe, 
when applied to the region of the os facrum, A girl of thirteen 


years of age had been iubje& to an enurefis for four years. She . 


_ could retain her water but a very little while in the day-time, but 


it flowed continually in the night. She had taken Peruvian bark 


- and elixir of vitriol in confiderable: quantities, alfo Valerian and 
’ the volatile julep, without effet. She was feverely threatened, as 
_ the phyfician fufpected it, might arife from a bad habit; but this 
_ producing no effeét, a blifter was applied to the os facrum, which 


in twenty-four hours totally removed the difeafe. A man aged ° 


' thirty-two, having been feized with an incontinence of urine and 


_ palfy of the lower extremities in confequence of taking a quack 


= 


medicine, was cured. of the incontinence of urine-in twenty-four 
hours by one blifter, and of the palfy itfclf by another. A woman 
of fifty having been feized with an enurefis and paralytic affection 


of the right thigh and leg in confequence of a {train, was.cured 


~ of both by a fingle blifter. Several other cafes are there mention- 


ed, by which the power of blifters in removing this complaint 
feems to exceed that of every other medicine whatever, = 
In the Medical and Phyfical Journal, we find the following in- 


ftance of this difeafe fuccefstully treated by the exhibition of pn 


hepatifed ammonia. : 
_ A young man with whom I am acquainted,” fays the writer, 
“had been, from his infancy, troubled with an incontinence of 


§50 |. GONORRHaEA, 


urine, the difcharge of which he was not at any time able to fup~ _ 
prefs, particularly during night. The copious evacuation of this 
fecretion neceflarily caufed a conftant and confiderable degree of © 
debility, but I never noticed any fymptoms of he@ic.. A difeafe 


». fo diftrefling and unpleafant in itfelf, naturally induced his friends 
_ to.feek every poflible means of relief, by applying to feveral phy- 


- ficians of eminence, whofe prefcriptions and advice, although 
exactly followed, produced no good effect; on the contrary, the 
malady continued to increafe with his years. I had heard much 
_promifed from the introduction of the hepatifed ammonia, and 
was tempted in this inftance to eflay its virtue. I previoufly ex- 
amined the {tate and appearance of the urine voided, and found 
it to poffefs both that peculiar fmell and faccharine tafte, fo com- 
monly diftinguifhed in cafes of diabetes. On holding it to the 
light in a glafs veffel, it exhibited the appearance of a blueifh-red 
colour, which rendered it fomewhat cloudy and opaque; placed 
in any other fituation it appeared perfectly limpid. He began, 
according to my dire€tions, with taking three drops of the fpecific, 
night and morning, in a little water; this he gradually increafed 
to twenty or twenty-five drops each dofe: I alfo defired him to 
ufe animal, and abftain from vegetable food, and ordered for his 
common drink fome water of an alkaline quality. In this regimen — 
he punétually perfifted, till he obtained the intended benefit: 
from the commencement of this courfe, he gradually amended, the 
evacuations of his urine became lefs frequent, tad at length not | 
involuntary 3. by. degrees it perceptibly loft its unhealthy tafte, 
imell, and colour, and in fhort, he is at this time entirely releafed 
from his difagreeable diforder, and feems to acquire daily his ufual 


ftrength and vigour.” 


- 


a 


+. Genus (XXL ~GONORRHGA, | 
| Gonorrheea, Savy. gen. 208. Lin, 200.  Vog. 1 18h Sag. 204. 


"The gonorrhoea is a flux of vifcid matter of various colours — 
from the urethra in men and the vagina in women. It commonly — 
ptoceeds from coition with a perfon infected with the venereal dif © 
- eafey and is one of the moft common forms under which that dif= _ 

eafe fhews itfelf. The treatment belongs to Surgery, 


> 


| 
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_ Orprr V.. EPISCHESES. 
Genus CXXII. OBSTIPATIO. 


CosTIVENESss. 6 
Obftipatio, Lin, 166. Vog. 128. Sag. 221. 


Coftivenefs is fometimes occafioned by debility in dyfpeptic 
perfons, fometimes it is the effect of rigidity, and fometimes it is 
fymptomatic of the colic. It may proceed from an exceflive heat 
of the blood; drinking rough red wines, or other aftringent 
liquors ; too much exercife, elpecially on horfeback ; it may like-~ 
wile proceed from a long ufe of cold infipid food, which does not 
fufhiciently ftimulate the inteftines. Sometimes it is owing to the 
bile not defcending to the inteftines, as in the jaundice; and at 
other times it proceeds from difeafes of the. inteftines themfelves, 
as a palfy, fpafm, tumors, a cold dry ftate of the inteftines, &c. 

__ Exceflive coftivenefs is apt to occafion pains in the head, vomit- 
_ ing, colics, and other complaints of the bowels. It is peculiarly 
hurtful to hypochondriac and hyfteric perfons, “as it generates 
wind and other diftreffing fymptoms. ; Me | 
Perfons who are generally coftive fhould live upon a moiftening 
and laxative diet; as roafted or boiled apples, pears, ftewed 
prunes, raifins, gruels with currants, butter, honey, fugar, and 
fuch like. Broths with fpinage, leeks, and other {oft pot-herbs, 
are likewite proper. Rye-bread, or that which is made of a mix- 
ture of wheat and rye together, ought to be eaten. No perfon 
troubled with coftivenefs fhould eat white bread alone; efpecially 
that which is made of fine flour. The beft bread for keeping the 
belly foluble is what in fome parts of Europe they call meflin : > it 
is made of a mixture of wheat and rye, and is very agreeable to 
thofe who are accuftomed to it. Hager Me 
Coftivenefs ts increafed by keeping the body too warm, and by 
every thing that promotes the perlpiration; as lying too long a-bed 
in a morning, &c. Intenfe thought, and a fedentary life, are like- 
wile hurtful. All the fecretions and excretions are promoted by 
moderate exercile without doors, and by a gay, cheerful, {prightly, 
temper of mind. ' : 
‘The drink fhould be of an opening quality. All ardent fpirits, 
auftere and aftringent wines, as port, claret, &c. ought to be 
“avoided: Malt liquor that is fine and of a moderate {trength is 
very proper. Butter-milk, whey, and other watery liquors, are 
likewife proper, and may be drank in turns, as the patient’s incli- 
nation direéts. | is . 
-. Dhofe who are troubled with coitivenefs ought, if poffible, to: 


ue 
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“yemedy it by diet, as the conftant ufe of medicines for that pur- 


pofe is attended with many inconveniences, and often with bad 
confequences, In time the cuftom becomes neceflary, and gene- 
rally ends in a total relaxation of the bowels, indigeition, lofs of 
appetite, wafting of the ftrength, and death. 7 

a ‘The learned Dr. Arbuthnot’ advifes thofe who are troubled with _ 

“eoftivenefs, to ufe animal oils, as frefh butter, cream, marrow, fat 
broths, &c. He likewife recommends the exprefied oils of mild 
vegetables, as olives, almonds, piftaches, and the fruits themfelves; 
all. oily-andimild fruits, as figs 3 decoctions of meal vegetables, 
which lubticate the intefines; fome faponaceous fubftances'which: 
fimulate gently, as honey, hydromel, or boiled! honey and-water, 

unrefined fugar, &e. | ere 

. The door obferves, that fuch lenitive fubftances aré proper for 
perfons' of dry attrabiliarian conftitutions, who are fubject to 
attrition of the belly, and the piles, and will’ operate when 
ftronger medicinal fubitances are fometimes’ inefleQual’; but that 
fach lenitive diet hurts thofe whofe bowels are weak and lax. He 
Likewife abferves, that’ all watery fubfances are lenitive 5 and that 
ever commen: water, whey, four’ milk, and butter-milk, have that 
effec? :—that new milk, efpecially affes’ milk, {timulates ftill more 
when jt fours on the flomach; and that whey, turned four, 

“will purge ftrongly :—that moft’ part’ of fruits are likewife-laxa- 
tive; and: that fome of them, as grapes, will throw’ fuch as 
take themy immoderately into a cholera morbus, or incurable 
diazrhoea. . : SP Wee on te 

When the body cannot be kept open without medicine, a grain 

of aloes:at bed+time, or a gentle dofe of rhubarb, may be taken 
ewiceror thrice a-week. ‘This’ is not near fo injurious to the fto- 
mach as.jalap, or*the other draftie purgatives fo much im ufe. 
InfrGous: of fenna’ and manna may likewife be taken, or half an 
ounce of tartarifed kali diffolved in “water-gruel. About the fize 
of a nutmeg” of lenitive electuary taken twice or thrice a-day, — 
generally anfwers the purpofe very well. (Vide Form. No. 197. 
and 198.) . ; | Me 
. ‘Phe following very interefting account of the cafe of a man who 


had: no evacuation from the bowels for nearly fifteen weeks before 


his death, is given by Dr. Baillie, of London, in the TranfaGtions 
ofia:fociety for medical and chirurgical improvement? 

“ A thoemaker, aged 30, was of a coftive habit; but had other 
wife enjoyed good health. He ufed generally to have three‘ or 
four fiddls in the week till within eight months of his death. 


- From that period’ he’ became much more coftive, having a ftool 


only once in aweek; or fometimes once: ina fortnight. When 


he paffédi a Kook he felt fome' pain at’ the lower part of the belly. 


The coftivenefs ftill went on increafing, fo that he had! no evacua~ 
tion by the:bowels. for nearly fifteen weeks before hedieds “Nae © 


/ 
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laft evacuation by.’ the bowels was on the 21ft of February, and be 
died on the 4th of June. In this ftate his belly began to fwell, 
and at length arrived at an enormous fize. The ditenfion of the 
belly feemed principally to be occafioned by wind which had ac- 
cumulated in the bowels, ‘There was a fudden rea@tion of the 
integuments of the belly upon removing from them the preflure of 
the fingers, as in a common bladder filled with air; andthe pa- 
tient often pafled a confiderable quantity of wind through the 
eefophagus. .No wind however was difcharged by the ream. 
He commonly complained of a good deal.of pain about the navel, 
and fometimes over the whole abdomen. During the latter part of 
his illnefs, when the abdomen was {welled to a very large dize, the 
periftaltic motion of the bowels could be diftingtly {een through the 
parietes of the abdomen, and the bowels appeared evidently very 
much diftended. ! ye 

“ ‘The patient’s appetite for food was, through the greater part 
of his illnefs, as good as in health; but within a fortnight of his 
death it failed him. He took then very little, moft commonly a 
tmall quantity of wine or porter, with fome toafted bread; but 
thefe were often rejeCted by vomiting about a quarter of an hour 
_ after they had been fwallowed. | 
_ “Fis pulfe was generally about 84 or 86, was rather, full but 
not hard. When he felt any confiderable imcreafe of pain in the 
bélly, it rofe to above 100. ‘Towards the latter part of his ilnefs 
the pulfe was often above roo, and fometimes felt a little hard, 
During the whole of his illnefs, he breathed with tolerable eafe, 
notwithitanding the great diftenfion ef his belly, and he pafled. 
his urine without difficulty. Re amee, Oat 
~ A fhort time before his death he became extremely emaciated 
in his face, and within the laft 24 hours he complained of a very 
fevere pain in the region of the ftomach. During a part of his 
allnefs he was a patient under my care at St. George’s hofpital. 
He was admitted March 8, 1797, and was difcharged by his own 
defire on the 24th of the fame month, having received no relief 
‘while there. : MR . 

~« Whilft he fayed in the hofpital, the f{trongeft purgative me-- 

dicines were adminiftered, both by the mouth, and in the form of 
clyfter, but without the fmaileft fuccels. He took.a bolus, con- 
taining five grains of calomel, and,ten grains of gamboge, but 
without its being followed even by any, attempt at an evacuation 
by ftool. Twenty grains of calomel, and thirty grains of jalap 
were alfo given, but without any effect. An enema was admi-~ 
niftered, containing two drachms of gamboge, but it was very foon 
evacuated without being accompanied with any feces. Another 
was adminiftered on the following day, containing three, drachms 
of gamboge, but without the defired effect. ‘Tobaeco fmoke was 
alfo injected in vain. | ae 

« He was directed to take a pill, contaning four grains of Ela- 
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terium, but this made him fick without producing any evacuation 


ah 


and broad as. in the natural ftate. At the lower part of the 
figmoid flexure of the colon, there was’ a very narrow firi€ture,, 
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—Secompanied with an ulcer, which was partly.in the fituation of 
the ftri€ture and partly in the gut immediately above it. The ftric- 
ture was fo narrow as hardly to allow more thana large goofe-quill 
to pais through it. The rectum under the ftri€ture was found. 
© The liver and the: gall-bladder were in a natural ftate, but 
the other abdominal vifcera could not well be examined on account 
of the diftended ftate of the bowels. They were probably healthy, 
as no fymptom occurred during life which led to any fufpicion of 
difeafe in them. | 

“ The cavity of the thorax was a good. deal diminifhed in its 
fize in confequence of the diftended ftate of the abdomen, but the 
vifcera in it were free from difeafe. i Re 

In reflecting upon this fingular cafe, the following obferva- 
tions naturally arife. ‘The ftriture at the beginning of the 
xeCtum is to be confidered as the caufe of all the fymptoms. It 
_ ‘was fo narrow as to prevent both the feces and air from. pafling 
into the rectum. ‘The rectum being empty, the urinary blad- 
der was allowed to enlarge itfelf fufficiently for the ordinary 
‘accumulation of the urine, and the patient neither made water 
with difficulty, nor was obliged to void it frequently. | 
. “ This cafe fhews a very itrong power in the fyftem of ‘accom- 
modating itfelf for a great length of time, to circumftances which © 
appear almoft incompatible with the continuance of life. As the 
feeces could not be evacuated on account of the ftri€ture, the great 
inteftines became larger in proportion to the accumulation of the 
feces. As the great inteftines were frequently exerting a {trong 


_ periftaltic motion, in order to evacuate the feces, the mufcular 


coat was thereby thickened and rendered {tronger, fo as to become 
in fome degree proportioned to the difficulty in expelling them. 
The ftricture however was too narrow for thefe efforts to over- 
come the difficulty. Mit | 
_. The fmell of the feces was not more difagreeable than. is 
ufual in the found ftate of the bowels, and they were not putrid. 
This probably took place in confequence of their being excluded 
from the air. tie 
_ The ftomach retained its healthy funCtions till within about 
a fortnight of the-patient’s death, and this enabled him to fupport 
_ life for fo long a time under {fo formidable a difeafe.” vie 

Dr. Baillie profeffes not to have heard of any. inftance in which 
a perfon continued to live for fo great a length of time without 
an evacuation of the feces; and concludes with -fhortly relating | 
an account of a cafe fimilar to it, ina man aged §4, mentioned to 
him by Mr. Home. In that cafe, “ the length of time in which 


the patient had no evacuation by the bowels before his death, was 


only 2odays, When the abdomen was examined after death, a 
{tricture was found at the upper part of the rectum, which was 
fo tight as to feem as if the inteftine had been drawn together by 
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2 piece of packthréad. "The colon was a good deal diftended with 


feces, and the {mall inteftines, as high up as the duodenum, were a 


alfo fomewhat diftended, probably with air. There was no unufual 


every tefpeét to be in their natural ftate.” “0, ae 
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Tichuria, Sevv. gen. 293- Lin. 167. Fog. 129. Sag. 212. Home's 
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diftenfion in the duodenum and the ftornach, but they feemed in 


This complaint is diftinguifhed into various fpéciés, according a 


zs the feat of it is in the kidneys, the ureters, the bladder, of the: 
urethra; and hence thefe fpecies are named rendlis, ureterica i 
ealis, and urethralis The two firft only will be confidered in this 
lace. 5 ¢ , ; : 3k "4 i ini, ahs sty: on 
Age Ifchuria renalis, or a fuppréffion of urine” from an. af 
fe€tion of the kidneys, happens but rarely 5 however, Dr. Home 
fmhis Clinical Experiments defcribes fuch a cafe. In the end of 
December, 1774, a man of a full habit, aged thirty-five, was feized 


— with fhivering, coldnefs, and fevere cough. ‘Three da rs after, his 4 
urine appeared high coloured, was pafled with pain, and in fmalt é 


quantity. About the eighth of January, 1775, he was attacked 
with violent pains in the {mall of his back, over the ‘whole abdo~ 
mén, and inthe aneles, with pain in the region of the liver when 
preffed. A general {welling was afterwards obferved all over the 
body, but moitly in the ancles and abdomen, which laft was tenfe 


and hard. Thefe were attended with vomiting, bad appetite, and — 


confiderable thirft. ‘When he entered the clinical ward (Januar 
2ift), the cough, ficknefs, and vomiting, had ‘gone off, but the 
fuppreffion of urine remained. The “little which he made a 
pafied with his ftools, fo that Dr. Home .faw it but once; 2 
then it was pale, and had a white powder at bottom. The pains 
and fwellings, which retained the impreffion of the finger, con- 


tinued; he had a head-ache, and a very flow pulfe, beating only _ 


forty-eight ftrokes in a minute. He had taken a great many 
diuretic medicines before he came in. ‘The day after his récép- 


tion, he was feized with a fpontancous diarrheéa, which continued ~ 


during the remainder of his life. Cryftals of tartar were exhibited 


in dofes of half an ounce each morning; at béd-time he took — 


twenty drops of tinCture of opium, with a fcruple of nitré, ane 


continued this courfe for eight days without any incréaf€ of urine, © 
The ftronger and heating diuretics were then tried, as an, infufio — 


af juniper berries and pills of garlic ; but they were attendéd-witht — 
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io fenfible advantage. Whenever the pulfe became fo ftrong 
that he could bear bleeding, eight ounces of blood were taken 
away, which was fizy. ‘This was thrice repeated; he appeared 
eafier after each bleeding, his pulfe bore it, well, and the {wellings 
and other fymptoms abated. ‘The heating diureties, in this flate, 


‘were given up; and a mixture of vinegar and nitre was fubitituted 


in their place, in each dofe of which, taken every two hours, there 
was a {cruple of nitre. Fomentations were applied to the region of 
the kidngys, and camphorated oil was afterwards rubbed on the 
part. He was ordered the semicupium, which, from a deficiency 
of water in the hofpital at that time, he got only once; and which 
then feemed to have a good effect, as he pafied a gill of urine 
when he was in it. Notwithftanding. this, however, the difeate 
continually gained ground; he became. comatofe, delirious, and 
died ten days after his admiffion.—On diffeCtion, the kidneys were 
found of an irregular form; fome watery veficles appeared on their 
furface, containing black gritty particles like fine fand; and the 


i lower part of the right kidney was confiderably inflamed. | The 


pylorus, part of the duodenum, and a confiderable part_of the 


{mall inteftines, were much inflamed. In the abdomen were 
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found about five pounds of fluid, aud in the cavities of the thorax 


‘about half a pound. The lungs were alittle inflamed, and full 
of fmall tubercles on their furface and in their fubftance: the » 


heart was large, with a polypus in each ventricle. About fx _ 
ounces of fluid were found in the pericardium: in the brain no- 
thing preternatural appeared, except:about an otince of water it 
, hee gh 

Dr. Home feems to have been at a lofs. for the remote catife of 
this fuppreffion of urine; which manifeftly had its immediate ori« 
gin from the kidneys having loft the power of performing their 


‘ 


-funG&tions. He thinks the inflammation which appeared m the 
_ right kidney was {carce fufficient to have occafioned . the difeafe, 
_ as the other would have fupplied its place: for which reafon alfo 

_ he thinks that the ifchuria was owing to a general affection of the 


fyftem; and that it was of an arthritic nature, the patient having 
been troubled with complaints of that kind for a long time before. 

An interefting accovint of this difeafe, drawn up by Mr. Senter, 
a military furgeon in America, and communicated by Dr. Lettfom, 


to the medical fociety of London, appears in their Memoirs. 1 he 
_ author relates this cafe in the following words : 


* Lucy Fofter, aged 15 years, a flefhy, healthy-looking, well- 
proportioned young woman, was taken, June 1ft, 1785, with a 
‘pain in the left hypochondrium, accompanied with cough, fever, 
oppreffion at her breaft, and difhculty of breathing. 

_ © Being in very poor circumftances, her friends neglected afk. 
ing advice, till about a fortnight from her fart feizure, when & 
was called to her affiftance. : 

VOL. If, oars) 
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« Y was informed by her mother that fhe became a woman at _ 
13, and continued pretty regular in her menfes, till within five — 
weeks of her prefent illnefs; and that, from her feeing nothing ~ 
during that period, the fuppofed her to have taken a bad cold, as 
. fhe was very inattentive to her health, and had been obliged to do — 

the duty of a fervant maid in a family at the other end of the 
town. - é | edn 

“ Her pulfe was upwards of 100 in a minute; her tongue 
coated with that fort of fur, which often accompanies a bad kind 
of chronic inflammation of the thoracic vifcera. ce ae 

-« T took ten ounces of blood from her arm, gave her an emetic, | 
and direéted an epifpaftic of flies to the affected fide. The blood, 
when cool, threw up its coagulable lymph, as is commion in pret — 
monic inflammation; but the: buff was tender, and the craflamen- | 
tum and ferum did not feparate, as is ufual in cafes of acute in- 
flammation of the breaft. | Ce epee Aa 

-“ Expe€torant febrifuge mixtures were given her with emol- 
lient ptifans of barley water, &c. and another blifter applied to — 
her fide within a few days. .Uhefe medicines produced an abate~_ 
ment of the fymptoms, and in the courfe of three weeks I ceafed 
to vifit her. IT however looked upon her difeafe to have a ftrong — 
tendency to a confumption, and about the fourth week from my | 
firft feeing her, fhe vomited up a quantity of bloody ’pus, of a very 
difagreeable kind, which, with the preceding fymptoms, induced ~ 
me to think a vomica had burft in her ftomach: during the — 
whole of this illnefs, from my firft vifiting her, her ftomach was — 
fo irritable, that it was with much difficulty that either food or 
medicine could be made to fit upon it, and fhe often vomited up 
the moft fimple barley drink. ai Rtie ® 

‘She had a fuppreflion of urine for twenty-four hours, but did. 
not get any aid from medicine, as nature relieved herfelf.. She, 
however, became regular in her menfes, and recovered fo far in — 
about two months, as to return to her’ ufual labour, and con- — 
tinued capable of doing her duty to the fatisfaCtion of her employers 
till the June following, 1786. Onthe third of this month I was” 
defired to vifit her again, when I found all her old complaints (ex=— 
cept the fuppreflion of het menfes): returned with greater feverity 
than they appeared the laft year. She was now let blood, and 
treated in other refpeéts as before: her diftrefs continuing fo” 
great, that 1 found it neceflary to repeat the operation (drawing 
imall quantities) feveral times, as nothing elfe appeared to afford” 
her any contiderable relief. | . Peay : 

& Her tongue was covered with a yellowish coat in the ntiddle, 
and an ath colour at the edges; her pulfe beat 120 ftrokes in a 
minute, | | i Bi 

& The irritability of her ftomach was fo great, that it had be- 
come extremely difficult to give any article either of medicmeor 
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-nourifhment but what fhe vomited up immediately. The efer- 
wefcing draughts, infufions of columbo with Sweet Spirits of Nitre 
and Sp. Vitriol. Lig. anodyn. min. (Sc. were tried without any laft- 
ing effet. Opium gave the moft permanent relief, and afforded 
her that refrefhment by fleep which fhe could obtain by no other 
means. 
_ © As I now looked upon her cafe to be of long continuance, and 
refiding in a diftant part of the town, I called but feldom, after the 
feverity of her fymptoms had fubfided; which they did in about 
three weeks. ) : , 
“& On the fecond of July, the was feized with a total fuppreffion 
of urine, without any perceptible caufe; which continued five 
days, not being able to avoid a fingle drop; and notwithftanding 
her pain and diftrefs were very great, fhe did not let her circum 
{tances be fully known to her friends, for fear of having it drawn 
off with an inftrument. The beginning of the 6th day, fhe was 
taken with a vomiting which la{ted till fhe brought up nothing 
but water, which fhe faid, tafted in every refpect hike urine. 
_ As her vomiting continued, fhe found relief in the bottom 
of her belly, from the {welling and great forenefs fhe had felt for 
- feveral days. | 
“© She now thought herfelf. much better, but her vomiting re- 
curred the next day, as I was informed, and continued more or 
lefs every day till I faw her, which was on the 14th of the- 
- month. : 
© As the had difcharged from her ftomach every thing fhe ate 
or drank, from the time of her firft vomiting till this, fhe did not 
fuffer fo much from the ifchury, which {till continued, as fhe did 
before the firft evacuation. I prevailed upon her to let me pafs 
the catheter into the bladder, whence I drew about three pints, of | 
urine, clear, but high coloured; her ftrength was very much ex- 
haufted, and fhe felt great heat and forenefs throughout the abdo- 
minal vifcera. bs 
_ © A variety of medicines were prefcribed, and every method. 
purfued that could be thought of to allay the extreme irritability 
of the ftomach, and reftore the natural a€tion of the bladder. For 
_ ten weeks fucceflively fhe was incapable of retaining in her {to- 
_ mach either food or medicine, except opium; this was her only 
folace by day as well as night. sgt Renta 
“ Fyrom this time to December, fhe continued with very little 
abatement of her diftrefs, or alteration of her circumftances. And 
_as fhe could lie in no other pofition, fhe was conftantly fupported 
in an armed chair, in a reclined pofture, with pillows under her 
hips. | 
Me Whenever I omitted to draw off her water once in thirty or 
thirty-fix. hours at fartheft, fhe never failed to vomit it up. To 
afcertain coe a fact beyond the poflibility of a miftake 
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on my part, or a deception on hers, I often visited her about thes 
time I knew fhe muft vomit, if the catheter was not introduced 3. 
and Eexamined her bladder, found it full, hard and tender; and 
fat by her till the vomiting recurred, faved the water that fhe 
brought up this way, and compared it with what I drew off, and 
found it the fame in every refpe@. | 

& Puring the time her urine came: off by vomiting, fhe fuf- 
fered extreme anxiety, and always complained’ of great heat, 
fmarting, extreme thirft, and a fenfation of inverfion or turning 
up of fomething (runsing as _/be exprefed it) that appeared to tear 
her bowels:. ; TERS SRS ee 
_ As the affair had become fo tedious, and my bufinefs was 
fuch, that it was not in my power to attend upon her as often as. 
her cafe required, I inftructed the young gentlemen who lived 
with me, in the ufe of the catheter, and they waited on her in my 
abfence, as often as they could conveniently. 

‘‘ In the month of January, 1787, frem fome caufe unknown, 
fhe could not be relieved with the inftrument, nor could the vomit 
up her urine for feveral. days ; when it paffed off by the navel for 
three days fucceflively, after which the catheter was ufed with the 
fame effeét as before. | Nie 
' From this time to the Auguft following, there was fo great a 
famenefs in her complaints, that nothing occurred worth, no- 
ticing. About the beginning of this month a brick-coloured gra- 
vel began to pafs off through the catheter, and foon became to. 
large and plentiful, that neither urine nor gravel could be com- 
pletely evacuated. by the inftrument in its ufual-form. I had one 
made of a different conftruction, open at two of its fides for: 
-about half an inch, which anfwered my wifhes, = . 

“She continued to difcharge gravel this way, whenever her 
urine was drawn off,, till the beginning of November, at which 
time fhe felt more diftrefs than ufual whenever her urine came off 
by vomiting, and fhe foon obferved a gritty fubftance in her 
‘mouth. When I was informed of this new phenomenon, I re- 
quefted her to fave the urine for my infpection, the next time the 

vomited. I compared this with what I drew off, and found it 
“contained the fame kind of gravel as that which paffed the cathe- 
ter. I procured and faved feveral drachms of this gravel that 
’ came from her both by. the inftrument and by vomiting, and 
could obferve no difference either in the colour or confiftence of 
them.. SF Bae le ems iar Aaah va tala 
" & Fyom this period to the furnmer 1788, her complaints con- 
tinued much the fame. When her water was not drawn ‘off, fhe 
_ always brought it up by vomiting, commonly attended with great 
pain in the head. ~ pas ee a 
_ During this fummer fhe twice paffed a fima]l quantity of urine 
through the urethra, in confequence of being frightened, once by 
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thunder, and the fecond time by the falling of a window in her 
room. ‘This ferved> only to raife her fpirits for a few days, with 
the expeCtation of her urine returning through its natural chan- 


~nel. Her cafe however continued the fame in that refpe&t, and 


became every day more complicated in others. "The Aypoga/frium 
became more tumid and tender, and her bladder appeared very 
much thickened, and extremely fore, even after it was evacuated. 
Add to this, the apparent.inequality of the furface of the bladder 
was fo great, and the tumor fhifting fometimes towards the right, 
and at others tothe left izguen, accerding as her body was moved, 
that I began ftrongly to fufpect a ftone. | | 

“¢ ‘Through the month of September her urine could very rarely 
be drawn off; for upon the introduction of the catheter, a {pafm 
Seized the urethra, and neck of the bladder; and though the in- 
ftrumént appeared to pafs high up into the fundus of the bladder, 
Not more than a jill could be drawn, before it {topped entirely, 
with a fenfation of fomething falling down againft its cervix, 
‘which fhe was. very confident was a-{tone. | tdi 

“ In the courfe of this month fhe vomited more fand than fhe 
had at any time before, and failed ia ftrength and fpirits fo fatt, 
that I was 2pprehenfive fhe would. not live the month out. Her 
urethra, bladder; and external genital parts were fo extremely fore, 


_ that for fome time it prevented my fearching her for the ftone, in 


the manner I intended. : | 
“< About the beginning of O€tober I was able to introduce the 


: found, when I readily met with a ftone, which appeared of a fmall 


fize, and rather fofter than urinary calculi commonly are. I re- 


"peated the examination a number of times, till I was perfectly fae 
_ tished that this was the.cafe. ‘ ay 


«« She would readily have undergone the operation of lithotomy; 
y 8 Pp f 


but told her no laiting advantage could be expected from it, 
while her vifcera continued in fuch a difeafed condition. During 


this month her urine could be drawn off but part of the time, and 


. the vomited it up for more than a week, without the pofhibility of 
 vany relief from the inftrument, notwithitanding it was kept in the 
_ bladder, fometimes, during the whole night. She had, at differ- 
ent feafons of the year, feveral ill-conditioned {mall abfceffes in 
_ her arm-pits, and on other parts of her body, but they did not 
appear to benefit her general complaints. | 


“ She alfo voided, at different times by vomiting, after fhe had 


othrown up all her urine, a bloody pus, of a very, difagreeable ap- 


pearance and coppery talte. 


© As her cafe was fo very uncommon, I, at different periods of 
it, requefted the advice of moft of the faculty of this town. She was 


' ‘wifited by the late Dr. Fletcher, DoCtors Olyphant and Mafon; 


the laft of thefe gentlemen, both with me, and in my abfence, re- 


_ peatedly relieved her by the catheter, and faw her vomit up both 
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urine and gravel. She was alfo vifited tranfiently by Dr. Water= 
houfe of Cambridge, and feveral other phyficians of eminence who — 
lived out of the State, _ | ue ) ae 
“ During the remainder of the autumn, and principal part of — 
the ‘winter enfuing, the fame troublefome fenfation of the falling 
‘down of 2 ftone in the bladder upon the ufe of the catheter con- 
tinued, and induced the moft excruciating pain and mifery imagin- 
‘able. She was put, into different pofitions when the catheter was 
introduced, and I gave the inftrument various directions in the 
bladder, fometimes with fuccefs, at others without. Her bowels 
were for the moft part much lefs conftipated than could have 
been expected, confidering the frequency of vomiting, her fupine: 
fituation, and the little nourifhment fhe was able to retain upon 
her ftomach. And during the whole of her difeafe, till within 
three months of her death, the catamenia were irregular. Some- 
times they appeared every fortnight, and at others the paiied the 
-yegular period for that evacuation two or three months without 
having any: but it did not appear to me that her difeafe was 
much influenced by either. — Re ates 
« She had, by turns, a dry cough, with the return of the old. 
pain in the fide; but fhe never expectorated, by coughing any kind 
of purulent matter, that could induce me to fuppofe her lungs were 
confiderably-difeafed, ‘T he bloody matter that fhe brought up~ 
always came by vomiting, preceded by a more than ordinarily 
morbid irratibility of the {tomach, forenefs, and extreme anxiety. — 
“ Early in the fpring, 1789, her urine began to pafs per anuzy 
~-Joaded with the fame kind of gravel, that. had come away by the 
catheter. This gave her fome refpite, with refpect to her vomit-— 
ing, though fhe continued to throw up more or lefs urine, as well 
as gravel, that way, nee week, crate , 
« This new courfe of her water gave her a very troublefome 
‘tenefinus. But the {tone in the bladder, as well as the pain and © 
-difagreeablenefs. arifing from the fenfation of its defcent, became 
daily lefs. fatiguing. Her ftrength and fpirits decayed faft, and 
the fever that fhe had before continually laboured under, grew 
more completely Aeéfical. i a ata 
« After the 13th of May her bladder never became fo much 
“diftended with urine as it had been before, and both this and the: 
gravel now generally pafled her once in twenty-four hours, either 
iby vomiting or purging. She however introduced the catheter 
“herfelf, and fometimes drew off her urine to the quantity of a 
ne re | ae ee ol 
Fibs The fecretion of urine, as well\as the formation of calculi, 
‘evidently diminifhed in proportion to her Jofs of ftrerigth, and the 
yncreafe of the diarrhoca, Her menfes entirely ceafed. During 
--¢he latter part ‘of fpring’and fummer the. became. quite paralytic 
‘at times ;—-the frequency.of vomiting inereefed, and the had fe- 
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veral convulfion fits after vomiting. She. grew more and more 
emaciated, her convulfions returned more frequently, her fever 
was more putrid, fhe at laft became lethargic: and on the 11th of 
Auguft, death, which the had long and ardently wifhed for, put'a 
period to a feries of the moft complicated and fingular mifery 
that I have ever feen fince my acquaintance with difeafe. 
©The next day after her death, I obtained leave to examine the 
body, when there were prefent Doftors Waterhoufe and Mafon. 

“‘ The weather being very warm, intolerable foctor proceeding 
from the corpfe, determined the family to inter it fo foon, that 
we had not time to make our examination fo minute as we wilhed. 
—We found much lefs ravage in the abdominal vifcera than was 
expected. ! : ; 

“ Thorax. In this cavity there was nothing appeared unna- 
tural, except a confiderable adhefion of the right lobe of the lungs 
to the pleura. 

“ Abdomen. The omentum was principally wafted, but not 
more than is commonly the cafe with thofe who die tabid. It’ 
was however of a dark gangrenous colour pretty generally. 

“ Stomach. This appeared much changed from its natural co- 

our, and in a gangrenous ftate, containing a femi-purulent miattey: > 
of a foetid fcent. — 

“© Liver and Gall-Bladder. There were no preternatural adhe- 
fions of the former, or gall-ftones in the latter, and their colour, 
&c. not unufual. 

“ Tntefines. In thefe there were no ruptures, either of their 
mufcular coats, blood veffels, or lymphatics, that we could difco- .; 
ver. The villous coat was much deftroyed, and the colour of — 
the inteftines darker than is common, except the duodenum, 
which was very much difcoloured with the bile. 

© Kidneys and Ureters. In thefe there was no confiderable de- 

viation from a ftate of foundnefs, they were lax or flabby, but no 
rupture of any of their veflels, or any calculi difcoverable. 

“ The Urinary Bladder. his was in its natural fituation, not 
the leaft thickened, had no fand or gravel in it, nor did it adhere 
preternaturally to any of the circumjacent parts; and the mufcu- 
_ lar fphin&ter of its neck yielded readily to the introduction of the 

finger from the bladder into the urethra. 

“ Uterus. In its cavity was contained about a drachm of thick | 
darkith foetid pus; but no other appearance of difeafe in its hody. 

“ Tube Fallopiane, were larger than common, in virgins, and 
ftrung with feveral hydatids or veficule, the fize of a walnut, 
filled with a watry, glutinous humour. : | 

© Corpora Fimbriata, had a gangrenous appearance. 

“‘ Ovaria, were enlarged to the fize of a {mall hen’s egg, and 
contained a confiderable quantity of a clear, limpid fluid, imme- 
diately under the firft coat.” 
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marks : 


“The caufes of a preterriatural retention of urine,” fays he, 


€¢ are various; the complaint of this unhappy girl was undoubt~ 


To this fingular cafe Mr. Senter has annexed the following re= 


oo 
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edly what Sauvaces calls [churia veficalis paralytica. That part ~ 


of the hiftory of this cafe which may appear the moft furprifing, 


is, the extraordinary outlets which nature found for the evacuation. 


ofthe urine. But this may be accounted for when we advert to 


what Mr, Hewfon and fome other ingenious modern phyficlogifts. 
have demonftrated, that the urinary lymphatics are jomed with 


the inteftinal abforbents by numerous anaftomofes. - And although 


fluids paffing from the ftomach into the bladder “by the urinary 


branches of the lymphatics, mut in all probability invert the com- 


mon order of their valvular mechanifm, yet it is well known that. 
this is not the only inftance of fuch an inverfion taking place in other 


parts of the human fyftem, under particular circumftances and 
conditions of our bodies, by a retrograde motion of their contents. 
« Dr. Darwin’s experiments on this fubje€t, as well as thofe of 


M. Macauire, prove not only the exiftence of a dire€t communica- — 
tion between the alimentary canal and urinary bladder, but thew. — 
that many fubftances pafs from the ftomach to the vefica urinaria 


without undergoing any confiderable alteration in the natureof 


their peouliar properties. ‘This vaicular connection between the -— 


alimentary canal and urinary bladder being no longer proble- 
matical, it may fill be thought doubtful by fome, whether the 
prine in the bladder can poflibly afcend into the ftomach, though 
water in this vifcus may defcend into the other. It has not 
efcaped the obfervation of Phyficians in every period of the heal- 
ing art, that patients labouring under an ifchury have been known 
to pafs their urine through the pores of the /kin,* and there are fome 


~ 


_ * Mr. Senter adduces the following curious inftance of this :—A fifher- 


man,”.fays he, ‘ s5 yearsold, being much fatigued with labour, even to pro- 


fufe perfpiration, in the month of November, and expofed in the water imme- — 


diately after, was taken with a fuppreffion of urine, for which he was directed 
to take fome purging falts and mineral pills. I was defired to attend him, but could 
not till the fourth day of his difeafe. I found his complaint fo very prefiing, that 
after he was bled and had an anodyne oleaginous clyfter without relief, I introduc- 


ed the catheter, and took from him a Jarge quantity of high-ccloured urine, by © 


which he was immediately made eafy. The caufe not being removed, his urine 


began to accumulate fo faft, that by the next day it became troublefome. Lordered 


him a faline diuretic mixture, and attempted 10 pafs a bougieinto his bladder, 
‘but was foiled; I tried different fizes ineffe@tually. Gentle cathartic medicines 


with a repetition of the anodyne injections were ufed, but his complaint con- ‘ 
tinued obftinate. On the 4th day from the commencement of this laft accumu- ~ 
lation, his fever was very high; he had much thirft, and complained of great — 


pain in his head. I took more blood from him, which was very buffy, and 
eontinued the feveral medicines before in ufe. I tried again the bougies and 


catherer without effect. ° He was put into warm water, and after it cold water — 


was thrown on his extremities; but not a drop of urine could be produced : Upon 
| nes, 


s 


bee 
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inftances on medical record of ptyalifm coming on in confequence 
of retained urine inthe body. While writing this, I have the care 
of a negro’girl, more than twenty years of age, who has for two 
years been troubled with a variety of diftrefling fenfations, which ap-__ 
_pear to arife from polypous concretions in the heart and large blood 

veffels. She firft complained of pain deep in the thorax, extending 
down the right/fide into the liver. Her pulfe was flow, unequal, ; 
and intermitting; and upon much motion, fhe frequently com- 
plained of faintnefs, fhortnefs of breath, and palpitation of the 
heart; her tongtie was generally foul; fhe had but little appetite, 
and was {ubject to coftivenefs. But till within about three months, 
by {neall bleedings, epifpaftics, and etcoprotics, joined to a cool- 
ing laxative diet, fhe was enabled to keep about the houfe the moft 
of the time. For'the three months laft paft, all: thefe fymptoms in- | 


" ereafed-and induced a multiplicity of others. She at fundry times 


has had a paucity of urine followed by a ptyalifm. Thefe however 
appeared to give way to the remedies that were ufed, till within 
about fix weeks paft ; when fhe was feized with a total {uppreflion 
of urine, which lafted eight days, followed with a vomiting and _ 
‘ptyalifm. During ‘all this time, her bladder was not fo much 


_diftended as to make the hypogaftrium tenfe or tender to the 


touch. I however drew off about two pints of water with the 
catheter, which was neither high coloured nor foctid. She now 
feldom pafies her urine oftener than once in three or four days, 
and then not in confiderable quantities.‘ She {pits nearly three 

ints of a /alti/b water mixed with phlegm every twenty-four 
ad. vomits more or lefs every day a brackifh pituita, and no- 
thing pafles her bowels without affiftarice. In her fevereft ‘pa- 
roxyims of diftrefs, fhe is extremely agitated with tremors, /ub/ultus 
tendinum, yorniting and convulfions, accompanied with fuch a fu- 
rious delirium, that the family is obliged to confine her with cords. 
She froths or foams at the mouth like the ancient demontiacs 3 
and what is peculiarly fingular and worthy of remarking is, in her 
moft violent- agonies, her pulfe lofes entirely the intermiffion and 


the sth he was more fwelled; he was put in the bath again, and a variety of other 
means ufed. His brain was now evidently affected. He dozed much, an 
urinous fweat came out upon him plentifully. Upon the 6th he was feized with 
a vomiting, which continued till night, with very little intermiffion. His cafe 
now feemed defperate, as death appeared to be faft approaching, J let him more 
blood, and directed him again into the bath, with a determination, if he fhould 
not be relieved by this, to punéture the bladder without delay. While in the 
bath he was feized with a lipothymia, and in this condition carried to bed : his 
urine now began to flow, though infenfibly to himfelf. He {weat much ; 
continued to have fainting fits, and vomited at intervals through the right. 
By the morning the {palm was jo far overcome in the neck of the bladder, 
that he was out of pain; though not freed from all his‘urine. It however 
continued to flow, and his bladder flowly recovered its expulfive power, till he 
‘was entitely well.” | 
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A i 
anequality that \ always occur at the intervals of her greateft tran= 
guillity. It is however generally quick and fmall. She has very 
frequently a fcotomia, pain in her head and eyes, and indeed in 
_ every part of her body, but more efpecially in the back andlum- 
bar regions ; and in proportion to the diminifhed fecretion of 
urine, her vomiting, ptyalifm, and univerfal diftrefs, are increafed. 
She has frequent returns of a diftenfion, forenefs and pulfation in | 
the external iliac artery of the right fide, which extends down the 
thigh. Whether this ptyalifm was occafioned by a diminithed 
fecretion of urine in the kidneys, or from the retention of it after 
getting in the bladder, is very uncertain. The pain in her back 
and loms has been very couftant for many weeks, and fhe does 
not appear to fuffer fo much from retained urine in the bladder as 
might be expected, confidering that the feldom voids it in the na- 
tural way. It however does not admit of a doubt that the dif- 
charges of her ftomach and fauces are urinous.- nl 
_ | “ Whether in thefe cafes, the urine paffes back into the fyftem 
by percolation, or inverts the courfe of circulation in the urinary 
lymphatics, may be matter of doubt with many, though I am 
decidedly of the latter opinion, from what I have obferved in 
more inftances than one of this kind. In the above-related cafe, 
T never could difcover the leait fmell of urine in her fweat or per- 
{piration.”’ bg hie pc ene agen 

Mr. Senter concludes with noticing one more circumftance in 
the cafe of the firft girl, which tends ftrongly to evince the extra- 
ordinary power of the abforbing veffels of her mouth, a@fophagus, 
and fremach. It appeared, that the was fupported for ten weeks 
ata time in no other way than by abforption, having never kept 
any nourifhment on her {tomach for more than ten or fifteen mi- 
nutes after eating, during that period ; but a vorniting enfued, and 
continued till her ftomach had entirely evacuated itfelf. aie 

A cate of ifchuria renalis occurred at Gloucefter, sin which, 
after various remedies had failed to reftore the kidneys to their. 
proper functions, a cure was apparently obtained, by the applica- 
tion of a poultice of onions to the navel. 

(2.) The i/churia ureterica is alfo a rare difeafe, unlefs the ob- 
ftruction proceeds from a ftone or clot of blood {topping up the 
paffage. Gravel or ftones, indeed, are very frequently formed — 
in the kidneys; and, by falling into the ureters, occafion. an 
. Mcehuria, with violent pain, and {ymptoms more or lefs urgent in 
proportion to the fize and fhape of the ftones. Sometimes. it is 
attended with coldnefs of the extremities, naufea, vomiting, and 
{paftic conftri€tien of the pracordia, a dificulty of making water, 
conftipation of the belly, difficulty of breathing, ftupor of the 
thigh, retraction of the tefticle to the os pubis, inquietude, lofs of 
ftrength, fyncope, and convulfion fits. "When the violent pain 
has continued for’ feveral days’ and nights without intermiffion, | 
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and has brought the patient exceeding low, and the fuppreffion of 
urine is complete, with coldnefs of the exiremities and convul- 
fions of the tendons, death is at hand. Nor is it a good fign when 
the ftone continues long in the ureter; for then the appetite de- 
cays, a naufea and retching to vomit fupervene, and the patient is 
confumed with a heétic heat. Sometimes the pain is attended 
with an inflammation of the ftomach and intefines; and fome- 
times the difeafe ends in a dropfy of the breaft, or lethargy, which 
foon casry off the patient. Ge; 
The indications of cure are, to exclude the ftone as eafily as 
poffible, and prevent the forming of others. If the patient be of 
a fanguineous temperament, Sydenham recommends to take away 
ten ounces of blood from the affected fide ; and then to give the 
patient a gallon of poffet-irink in which two ounces of marfh- 
mallow roots have been boiled, injecting at the fame time an 
emollient clyfter (No. 105.) After the poffet-drink has been vo- 


mited up, and the clyfter returned, give a pretty large dofe of an. . 


opiate. But if the patient be old or weak, or fubjeGt to nervous 
affections, bleeding may be omitted, efpecially if his urine at the 
beginning of the fit be coffee-coloured, and mixed with gravel ; but 
as to other things, the cure is the fame. | | 

Huxham greatly recommends an emollient bath prepared of a 
decoction of marfhmallow root, linfeed, foenugreek feed, and 
flowers of chamomile, to-which may be added fome white poppy 
feeds. By the ufe of this bath, he fays, he has feen the moft cruel 
fit of the gravel fuddenly ended, when neither copious bleeding 
nor opiates had the leaft effect. Mild diuretics are alfo of fer- 
vice. (Vide Form. No. 158 and No. 396.) Hoffman, recom- 
mends dulcified fpirit of nitre as proper to relax the {paftic ftricture. 
It is to be taken with fuitable diftilled watets and fyrup of poppies ; 
_or in brcth, with a few fpoonfuls of oil of fweet almonds. ‘Lur- 
pentine clyfters are alfo accounted very ferviceable. ee 

Dr. Saunders gives the following formula; 

(No. 428.) R Terebinth. vulg. 3{s. 
Vitell. ovi unius, . 
Deco&. pro enemate Zviij. Fiat Enema, 

The fal diureticus, or acetated kal, is.alfo much efteemed by 
fome, when taken along with an opiate. But when the ftone is 
too big to pafs, Arbuthnot recommends a cool and diluent diet to 
hinder the further growth of it. Whey, infufion of linfeed (No. 
223.), decoction of marfhmallows, and gently refolving diuretics, 
(No, 158.) or (No. 205.), are alfo proper. Io puta {top to the 
vomiting, tind?. benzoes comp. may be ufed with fuccefs when al- 
moft every other means have failed. . ; 

The other fpecies of Ifchuria are confidered under SuRGERY, 
pec vol, IV. | / | AS 


- Genus CXXIV. DYSURIA. 
Ky -Dirricurty ee eeriare cise: Urine. 


Dyfuria, Seuv. gen. 265. Lin. 57. Ver: 164. Sag. 213, 
. Stranguria ewdorum, ee . 7 


3 | eee 
A difficulty of making water may arife: from many different 
eanfes ; as trom fome acrid matter in the blood, cantharides, for 
inftance: and hence a ftrangury very often fucceeds the applica- 
tion’of blifters. ‘In many cafes it arifes:from a compreflion of 
_fome of the neighbouring parts; of the uterus, for inftance, in a 
ftate of pregnancy. - Orit may arife from a fpafmodic affection 
of the bladder, or rather its fphinéter ; or ‘from an inflammation 
of thefe parts, or others near them. Hence the difeafe is diftin- 
guifhed into fo many fpécies, the cure of which depends upon the 
remedies indicated by their different caafes. See this fubjeé&t in 
vol. IV. : Ass Pa ehon, Don he tea) cP ‘ 
_ But the moft common as well as the moft dangerous fpecies is 
that arifing from a calculous concretion, or ik ae 


, 


be 


we 


Stone in the BLADDER. 
-« Dyfaria calculofa, Sauv. fp. 12. 


.. The figns of a ftone in the bladder. are, pain, efpecially about 
the {phincter ; and bloody urine, in confequence of riding or being 
jolted in a cartiage;:a fenfe of weight.in the perineum; an itchi- 
ne{s of the glans penis ; flimy fediment in the urine; and frequent 
floppages in making water; a tenefmus alfo comes on while’ the 
urine is difcharged: but the moft certain fign is, when the flone 
3s felt by the finger introduced into the anus, or by the catheter. | 
1. Cayfes, &c.J \t is not eafy to fay what the particular caufes 
_are that occafion the apparently earthy particles of the fluids to 
tun together, and form thofe ‘calculous concretions which are 
_ found in different parts of the body; and efpecially in the organs 
for ftraining off and difcharging the urine: . ai aha 
The gout and ftone are generally fuppofed to have fome affinity, 
becaufe gouty people are for the moft part affliéted with the 
gravel. But, perhaps, this is in part owing to their long confine- 
ment, and to the lying on the back, which people who. labour 
under the gout are often obliged to fubmit to; fince the'want of 
exercife, and this pofture, will naturally favour the flagnation of 
grois matters in the kidneys ; befides, there are many inftances of 
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people feverely afflicted with the ftone for the greatelt part of a 
Jong life, who have never had the leaft attack of the: gout. | 

There is, however, good reafon for believing, that fome fur- 
‘ther connection takes place between the two difcafes; and when 
treating of the gout, we-have already given fome aceount of the 
epinion of an ingenious anonymous author, who has endeavoured 
to prove, that both the one and the other depend on a peculiar 
acid, the concreting or lithic acid, which is always prefent in 
blood; and which may be precipitated from thence -by various. 
caufes, fuch as the introduétion of other acids, or the like. When 
thus precipitated, he fuppofes it to: produce the whole phenomena 
of both difeafes.. The objeétions we formerly flated to his theory 
of gout do not equally militate againft that of calculus; and it is 
at leaf certain, from the beft chemical analyfis, that what are 
commonly called urinary calculi, and have been confidered as en- 
tirely an earthy matter, confiit-principally of acid in a folid flate 
united only with a fmall proportion of earth or mucus. We may, 
therefore, whether this hypothefis be altogether well founded or 
not, juitly view lithiafis as depending on the feparation ofan acid 
from the blood. : cul ete | 

Whatever may be the particular caufe of the difpofition to 
lithiafis, the kidneys appear to be the moft likely places for par- 
ticles to concrete or run together, becaufe of the great quantity of 
blood which paffes through the renal arteries, and which comes 
immediately from the heart, fraught with various newly-received 
matters, that have not undergone much of the action of the vef- 
fels, and therefore cannot as yet be fuppofed to be thoroughly af- 
fimilated. _ ce wane : 

Anatomifts who have carefully examined the kidneys in the 
human fubje&, particularly M. Bertin, inform us, that there are 
two fets of tubuli uriniféri ; the one continued directly from the 
‘extremities of the renal artery, and the other {pringing from that 
veficular texture which is confpicuous in the kidneys. 

It is in this veficular part of the kidney that we prefume the 
particles of the concreting matter firft ftagnate and coalefce: for 
it is hardly to be fappofed, that fuch folid matters could be allowed 
to ftop in the extremities of the renal arteries, fice the blood, and: 
the urine feparated from it, mbft‘flow through thefe.veffels with 
great degrees of force and velocity ; but in the intermediate veti- 
culz the particles may lie, and there attraéting each ‘other, foon. 
come to acquire fenfible degrees of magnitude, and thus become 
fand or gravel. As long as this fand or gravel formed in the veti- 
cular part of the kidney lies quiet, there will be no pain or un- 
eafinefs, until the concretions become large enough to prefs either 
on the adjoining tuu/i, or on the blood-veffels ; then a fenfe of | 
weight, and a kind of obtufe pain in the loins, will be felt. ‘But 
“when the {mall pieces of coacreting*matter fhall be diflodged and 


/ 
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wathed off by the force of the circulating fluids, or loofened by 
fome {pafmodic action of the moving fibres in thefe parts, they 
will in their paflage create pain, raife different degrees of inflam- 
mation, or perhaps lacerate fome blood-veffels, and caufe bloody. 
urine. When thefe little concretions happen to be detained in the. 


pelvis of the kidney, or any other place where a flow of urine. 


continually pafles, they foon increafe in fize, and become calculi, 


from the conftant acceffion of particles, which are attracted by - 
the original bit of fand, which thus becomes the nucleus of a 


ftone. | eae 
Tr is an opinion which Hippocrates firft advanced, and which 


has been moft univerfally adopted by his followers, and has re- 


mained till lately uncontroverted, that the ftone and gravel are 
generate] by the ufé of hard water. And from this quality, which 
the waters of certain fprings poflefs, of depofiting a large earthy 
fediment, either in the aqueducts through which they are con- 
veyed, or in the veffels in which they are boiled or preferved, it 
was conjectured, that in paffing through the kidneys, and efpe- 


cially whilft retained in the bladder, they would let fall their groffer | 


particles, which by the continued appofition of frefh matter, con- 
nected by the animal gluten, and compacted by the mufcular ac- 
tion of that organ, would in time form a calculus fufficiently large 


to produce a train of the moft excruciating fymptoms. And this 


-reafoning @ priori has been fuppofed to be confirmed by facts and 
expetience ; for, not to mention the authority of Hippocrates, Dr. 
Lifter has obferved, that the inhabitants of Paris are peculiarly 
fubje@t to the ftone in the bladder, Nicholas de Blegny has re- 
lated the hiftory of one who was diffected at Paris, in whom the 
pylorus, a great part of the duodenum, and the ftomach itfelf, 
were fo incruftated with a ftony matter, to the thicknefs of a fin- 
ger’s breadth. And it is well known, that the water of the river 
Seine, with which that city is fupplied, is fo impregnated with 
calcareous matter, as to incruitate, and in a fhort time to choke 
up, the pipes. through which it runs. But-on the other hand it 1s 
objected, that the human calculus is of animal origin, and by 


chemical analyfis appears to bear very little analogy to the ftony | 


concretions of water: aad though it be allowed that more perfons 


are cut for the ftone in the hofpitals at Paris than in moft other — 


places, yet upon enquiry it is found, that many of thofe patients 
come from different provinces, and from towns and villages far 
diftant from the Seine. . 


Dr. Percival conjectures, that though this difeafe may chiefly : 


depend upon a peculiar difpofition to concrete in the animal fluids, 


which in many inftances is hereditary, and ia no inftance can_ 
with certainty be imputed to any particular caufe ; ‘bh hard water 


-is at leaft negatively favourable to this diathefis, by having no ten- 


dency. to diminith it. The urine of the moft healthy perfon 1s- 


ee 
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generally loaded with an apparently terreous matter, capable in fa- 
vourable circumftances of forming a calculus; as is evident from 
the thick cruft which it depofits on the fides of the veffels in which 
it is contained. And it feems as if nature intended by this excre+ 
tion to difcharge all the fuperfluous falts of the blood, together 
with thofe earthy particles, which are either derived from out 
aliment, and fine enough to pafs through the lacteals, though in+ 
fuperable by the powers of circulation, or which arife from the 
abrafion of the folids, or from the diffolution of the red globular 
part of our fluids. Now water, whether ufed as nature prefents 
us with it, or mixed with wine, or taken under the form of beer 
or ale, is the great diluter, vehicle, and menftruum, both of out 
food, and of the faline, earthy, and excrementitious parts of the 
animal juices. And it is more or lefs adapted to the performance 
of thefe offices, in proportion to its degree of purity. For it mutt 
appear evident to the molt ordinary underftanding, that a men- 
ftruum already loaded, and perhaps faturated with different con- 
tents, cannot act fo powerfully as one which is free from all fen- 
fible impregnation. Nor is this reafoning founded upon theory 
alone; for it is obferved, that Malvern water, which iffues from 
a {pring in Worcefterfhire remarkable for its uncommon purity, 
has the property of diffolving the little fabulous ftones which are 
often voided in nephritic complaints. And the folution too, which — 
is a proof of its being complete, is perfectly colourlefs. Hence | 
this water is drunk with great advantage in diforders of the urinary 
paifages. And during the ufe of it, the patieut’s urine is generally 
limpid, and feldom depofits any fandy fediment: Yet notwith- 
{tanding this appearance of tranfparency, it is certainly at fuch 
times loaded with impurities, which are fo diluted and diffolved as 
not to be vifible: for it is attended with a ftrong and fetid fmell, | 
exactly refembling that of afparagus. Hoffman mentions a pure, 
light, fimple water in the principality of Henneberg, in Germany, 
which is remarkable for its efhcacy in the ftone and gravel ; and 
a water of fimilar virtues was difcovered not many years ago in 
the black forelt, near Ofterod, which, upon examination, did not 
afford a fingle grain of mineral water. Indeed it is worthy of ob- 
fervation, that moft of the {fprings which were formerly held in 
great efteem, and were called oly wells, are very pure, and yield 
little or no fediment, : By 
Dr. Percival informs us that a gentleman of Manchefter, who 
had been long fubje& to nephritic complaints, and often voided 
{mall {tones, was advifed to refrain from his own pump-water, 
which is uncommonly hard, and to drink conftantly the foft water 
of a neighbouring {pring 5 and that this change alone, without the 
ufe of any medicine, has rendered the returns of his diforder much 
lefs frequent and painful. A lady alfo, much affected with the 
‘gravel, was induced, by the perufal of the firft edition of Dr. Per- 
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cival’s effay, to try the effet of foft water ; Sagi by ve conftatié q 


ufe of it remained two years entirely free from her diforder. — 
In ‘nephritic cafes, diftilled water would be an excellent fubfti« 
tute for Malvern water,,as the following experiment-evinces : 
Two fragments of the fame calculus, nearly of equal weight, 
were immerfed, the one in three ounces of diftilledswater, the 
other in three ounces of hard pump water. The phials were hung 
up clofe together in a kitchen chimney, at a convenient diftance 
from the fire: after fourteen days’ maceration, the’ calculi. were 
taken out and carefully dried by a very gentle heat. “The former, 
viz that which had been immerfed in diftilled water.was. dimi- 


nifhed in its weight a gral and a half; the latter. hags loft only half 


@ grain. 

It is the paffage of thefe calculi from the Lidia down. into 
~ the bladder which occafions the pain,. vomiting, and other fymp-~ 
toms, that conftitute what is  ufually termed a jit of the mort or 
\frone. 


When an inflammation is aCtually raifed, the deste is. known : 


by the name of nephritzs, and has been already : treated of. ih 

As foon as the {tone paffes through the ureter, and falls into the 
bladder, the pain and other nephritic fymptoms ceafe ; and every’ 
- thing will remain quiet, either till the ftone be carried into the 
urethra, or until it has remained long enough in the Diaten to 
Kee uire weight fufficient to create new diftrefs. 

fa flone happens to be: fmooth and of a roundifh form, it may 

lie in the bladder and acquire confiderable bulk before it can be 
perceived by the patient; but when it is angular, or has a rugged 

furface, even though it may be {mall in fize, yet it feldom fails to 
_ give pain, and occafion bloody urine, or the difcharge of a py 
fluid, with tenef{mus, and difficulty in making water. 

‘There have been various attempts made to diffolve the Rone 5 


and there are cer tainly fome articles which have this effect: when’ 


applied to it out of the body ; but the almoft total impofhibility of 
getting thefe conveyed to the kidneys, renders it extremely doubt- 
ful whether a folvent ever will be difcovered. Of all the articles 
employed for this purpofe, no one, perhaps, has had greater re 


putation than fixed alkaline falt in its. cauftic ftate,. particularly © 


under the form of the aqua lixivia cauftica: but this being of a 


very acrid nature, it requires to be well theathed by means offome ~ 
gelatinous or ee vehicle. Weal-broth is as convenient . 
as any for this purpofe; and accordingly it is ufed by thofe who. — 


make a fecret of the cauftic alkali as a folvent of caleulus. — 


Mr. Blackrie, who has taken much pains in this enquiry, has — 
prenied very fatisfactorily, that Chittick’s nof{trum was no other than — 
_ foap-lees given in veal-broth, which the patients fent: every day to — 


“the doétor, who returned it mixed up with. + melons ina clot” 
-velel fecured st a lock, ie ! 
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Tt is ndt every cafe, however, that either requires or will bear 
a courfe of the cauftic alkali. Some caleuli are of that foft and 
friable nature, that they will diffolve even in common water; and 
there are cafes: wherein it appears: that the conftant ufe of fome 
very fimple decoction or infufion of an infignificant vegetable, has 
_ brought away large quantities of earthy matter, in flakes which 
apparently have been united) together in layers to form a ftone: 
Dr. Macbride affures us, that a decoction of raw. coffee, only - 
thirty berries in a’ quart of water, boiled till it acquired a deep 
greenifh colour, taken morning and evening to the quantity of 
eight or ten ounces, with ten dreps of fweet {pirit of nitre, had 
the powerful effect of bringing away, in the courfe of about two 
months, as much earthy matter in flakes as filled. a large tea~cup. 
‘The patient was far advanced in years ; and, before he began this 
decoction, had been reduced to great extremities by the continu- 
ance of pain and other diftrefling {ymptoms: he was purged occas 
fionally with ofewm ricini. 
Latterly the alkali in a mild ftate, and in a different form, has 
been much ufed by many calculous patients and with great advan- 
tage, under the form of what is called alkaline aérated water, For 
the imtroduétion of this medicine, ‘or at leaft for its extentive: ufe, 
we are chiefly indebted to that ingenious phyfician, Dr. William 
_ Falconer, of Bath. He has alfo publifhed an account of the , 
Aqua Mephitica Alkalina, or folution of fixed alkaline falt, fatu- 
‘rated with fixable air, in calculous diforders ; which contains a 
number of cafes {trongly fupporting the benefit to be derived from 
- it. But whether the good effects obtained in thefe inftances are 
_ to be explained from its operating as a folvent of calculus, feems to 
be extremely doubtful. ‘There are indeed cafes in Dr, Falconer’s - 
treatife,. of patients in whom, after ufing it for a confiderable time, 
no ftone could be detected by founding, although it had been difs 
covered in that way before they began the employment of it. But. 
_-3n many inftances the relief has been fo fudden, that it may be 
concluded, that, notwithftanding the eafe obtained, the calculus - 
ftillremained. In fuch cafes, is probably removed from the urine 
_ that quality by which it gives to the calculus frefh accretions, pro- 
ducing that roughnefs of its furface by which it is chiefly capable 
__ of ating as a ftimulus. For ‘the diftreffing fymptoms refulting 
_ from ftone, are more immediately to be attributed to the inflam- 
matory and fpafmodic affections which it induces ; and when its 
furface is:leaft capable of operating as a ftimulus, thefe of courfe 
will be leaft confiderable. It is therefore not improbable, that this 
remedy produces relief, by preventing frefh additions being made 
~ tothe caleulus. ~~ w : Bi ics. 
- An infofion of the feeds of daucus fylveftris fweetened’ with, 
_ honey, is another fimple and much celebrated remedy ; it has been 
.. found, to give confiderable eafe in cafes where the ftomach coulé - 
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not béar any thing of an acrid nature: the leaves of the uva wifi 
were ftrongly recommended by the late very celebrated De Haen; — 
and; whatever its way of operating may be, feems to have been 
productive of good effe&s in fome inftances. ‘There isnoreafon — 
to believe that it has any influence in diffolving calculus: andin- — 
deed it feems to be chiefly ufeful in thofe inftances where ulcera- 
tions take place in the urinary paflages.: When it is thought re- 
~quifite to make trial. of this remedy it may be given in the way 
directed by Dr. Saunders : rr Hs. 
(No. 429.) BR. Uve urfi 3iij. 

Aq. fervent. lib.}. Macera et cola. . 

Infufi colati fumantur unciz duz vel tres, ter quotidie. 

Tn the Edinburgh Medical Commentaries, vol. iii. we have an 
account of a method ufed by the inhabitants of Arabia Petrzea for 
curing the ftone, to which they are very much fubje&t, and which 

the author (an Englifh gentleman.of experierice and candour) af- 
firms he has feen frequently performed with never-failing fuccefs. 
- By means of a catheter they inject into the bladder a weak ley of 
alkali with the purified fat of a fheep’s tail, and a proper quantity 
of opium al] put together. ‘Their catheters are made of gold; and 
in performing the operation they introduce them quite into. the 
“bladder ;. fo that the compofition is fafely conveyed to the ftone 
_ - without hurting any other part. But when a {tone is fituated in 
-the kidney, they have no method of cure. As Ae 
If this method of curing’by injection could be faftly practifed, 
-it.would, no doubt, greatly have the advantage over that of taking 
valkalies by the mouth, where the medicine is not only much 
weakened, but the conftitution of the patient runs the rifk of be- 
ing greatly injured. But from fome experiments mentioned wh the 
fecond volume of the Medical Tranfactions, it appears, that the 
human ealculi are very different from one another in their’patures. — 
Some, for inftance, will eafily yield to an alkaline menftruum, 
-and very little to an acid; while others are found to refift the al- — 
_kali, and yield tothe acid: and fome are of fuch a compact na- 
ture, that they yield neither to acids nor alkalies. . An attention, 
-hewever, to the fragments, fcales, or films, which the ftone may 
caft off, and alfo to the contents and fediment of the urine, may ~ 
lead to the difcovery of what folyent is proper, or whether the 
ftene can be diffolved by any. To ufe either alkalies or acidsim-_ 
properly may be hurtful; though there may be fuch kinds of cal~ 
_culi as demand the alternate ufe of acids and alkalies; nay there 
maybe found calculi of oppofite kinds in the fame fubjett. > 
+. In fuch cafes as will not allow us to think of diffolving the ftony 
concretions, and where the only fcheme is to palliate and procure 
-eafe from time to time, little more can. be done than to keep the. 
bowels open oceafionally by fome gentle cathartic (No. 221.), and — 
vwadh off as much of the loofe gravelly matter and flimeas can be © 
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removed by fuch mild diuretic infufions and decoftions (No. 120. 
_ or 158.) as fhajl be found to pafs freely and fit well on. the fto- 
mach. Perfons afflicted with the ftone fhould be careful in re- 
{pect of their diet, and ftudioufly avoid all heavy and flatulent 
food, as well as high fauces that are apt to turn rancid. For.the 
fame 'reafon, butter and acids are to be fhunned; for thefe often 
create heart-burning, and every thing that offends the ftomach 
raifes the nephritic. pain; fuch is the fympathy that obtaine be- 
tween the digeftive and the uropoietic organs. ae 
There have been furgeons bold enough to entertain an idea of 
cutting even into the kidney, in order to extract a ftone: this, 
however, except in cafes where an abfcefs has been formed, and 
nature points out the way, is merely chimerical. But cutting into 
the bladder for the fame purpofe, is an ancient and well-known 
operation, and often crowned with fuecefs. A defcription, how- 
ever, of this operation belongs to the article Surcgry (val. [V.), 
to which we refer; and here fhall only make this remark, that a 
furgeon fhould never begin this operation, until he and his afi:ft- 
- ants are perfe€tly fatisfied, from aétually feeling the ftone, that 
there is one in the bladder; becaufe it has fometimes happened, 
that when the incifion has been made, no ftone could be found : 
and the patient having died in confequence of the operation, and 
the body being opened, it has appeared that the fymptoms which 
- pccafioned the belief of a ftone in the bladder arofe from fome 
other caufe. 
When a Dysurta proceeds from any acrimonious matter thrown 
into. the blood, it may be readily cured by bleeding, emollient - 
clyfters, cooling and diluting drinks with gum-arabic or gum-tra- 
gacanth, linfeed tea, or the warm bath. When it arifes from in- 
flammation of the bladder or parts adjoining to it, we are to re- 
_ gard it only as a fymptomatic affection; and the remedies uied to 
» remove the primary difeafe will alfo remove the dyfuria. Some- 
times it may arife from an ulcer of' the bladder ; in which cafe it 
is generally incurable: a mild nutritious diet, and occafional opi- 
ates, will, however, protract the patient’s life. 


Genus CXXV.. DYSPERMATISMUS. 
Difficult EMIssion of SEMEN. 
Dyfpermatifnus; Save. gen. 260. 
Sterilitas, 7. 171.* Sag. 211. 
Agenefia, Vog. 283. 


This impediment proceeds generally from obftructions in the 
urethra, ‘either by tumors in itfelf, or in the cavernous bodies of 
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the penis ; in which cafe the treatment is the fame as in the if- 
churia urethralis; fometimes it is owing to a kind of epileptic fit - 

which feizes the man in the venereal at; and fometimes the femen, 
when ejected from the proper receptacles, is again abforbed by 
them, or flows into the bladder, and is expelled along with the 
urine. The laft cafe is very difficult, or indeed impoflible to cure : 
as proceeding from feirrhi, or other indiffolable tumors of the 
verumontanum, or the neighbouring parts,: requiring falivation, 
and the ufe of hemlock internally, and externally in the form of 2 
bath. In fome, it proceeds merely from too violent an erection : 
in which cafe opiates and emollient and relaxing medicines will be 
of fervice; and-we have an example of a cure performed by means 
of thefe in the firft volume of the Edinburgh Medical Effays. 


.) 


Genus CXKVI. AMENHORRHGEA. 
Suppression of the Menfes. 


Amenorrhea, Vor. 130. 
‘Dyfmenorrheea, Lin. 168. Sag. 218. 


This, with fome other fymptoms, as dyfpepfia, yellowifh or 

' preenifh colour of the kin, unufual appetites, &c. conftitutes the 
CuHoxorosisalready treated of, and which feldom or never ap~ 
pears without a fuppreffion of ‘the menfes. In Dr. Home’s Cli- 
‘nical Experiments we find the virtues of feveral emmenagogues 
fet forth in the following manner. Chalybeates feldom or never 
fucceeded: they were always found more ufeful in dimmifhing the 
‘evacuation when too violent, than in reftoring it when deficient. 
The tin@ture of black hellebore proved fuceefsful only in one of 
nine or ten cafes, though given to the length of four tea-fpoonfuls 
a-day, which is double the quantity recommended by Dr. Mead. 
_Compreflion of the crural artery, recommended by Dr. Hamilton, 
in the Phyficaland Literary Effays, vol. ii. proved fuccefsful only 
in one of fix cafes. From the effects preduced by this compref- 
fion, it has the ftrongeft appearance of loading the uterus with 
blood ; from the fenfations of the patient it produces the fame ef- 
feéts as the approach of the menfes, and has every appearance 
inits favour: yet does not fucceed. Dr. Home fuppofes that the 
uterus is more frequently in too plethoric and inflammatory a ftate; 
in which cafe, this remedy will do more hurt than in a fate of 
inanition; however, he owns, that in the cafe in which it did» 
fucceed, the patient was plethoric andinflammatory. Venefeétion 

_ 4s recommended as an excellent remedy; the doctor gives three 
inftances of its fuccefs, and fays he could give many more. It 
aéts by removing the plethoric {tate of the uterus, relaxing the 
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fibres, and giving the veffels full play; fo that their action over- 
comes all refiftance, and the evacuation takes place. It is of no 
great moment from whence the blood is taken: the faphzenic vein 
will perhaps empty the uterus moft; bnt it is difficult to get the 
proper quantity from it, and the quantity of the difcharge cannot 


~ be fo well meafured. The powder of /avine isa moft powerful 


» remedy; and proved fuccefsful in three cafes out of four in which 


it was tried. It was given to the quantity of half a drachm twice 


a-day. Itis a ftrong topical ftimulus, and feems improper in ple~ 
thorichabits. AZadder-root, according to Dr. Home, is a very 
powerful medicine in this difeafe; and proved fuccefsful.in four- 
teen out of nineteen cafes in which it wastried, being fometimes 
exhibited in the quantity of two {cruples, or a drachm, four times 
a-day. It has {carce any fenfible effects; never quickens the pulfe, 
or excites inflammatory fymptoms: on the contrary, the heat, thirft, 
and other complaints abate; and fometimes thefe fymptoms are 


removed, though the difeafe be not cured; but when it fucceeds, 


the menfes appear from the third to the twelfth day.—For other 
methods of curing the amenorrhea, fee CHLOROSIS. - 


We have now confidered all thofe difeafes enumerated in Dr. 
Cullen’s Nofology, whofe cure is to be attempted chiefly by inter- 
nal medicines. ‘The other genera either require particular mae 
nual: operations, or a very confiderable ufe of external applica 


_ tions; and therefore properly fall under the article Surcrery. ‘To 


this, therefore, we {hall reter the genera which rank under the 


three laft orders of this clafs of locales, viz. the tumores, ecfopia’y 


and dialyfes; and we fhall now proceed to the confideration of fome: 
important affections which Dr. Cullen has not placed in his fyftem. _ 
CEPHALALGIA; the Heap-Acu. 
| CEPHALALGIA SYMPTOMATICA. 
Defeription.] The head-ach is fymptomatic of very many dif. 


eafes, but is rarely an original difeafe itfelf. Dr. Home acquaints 
us that his report-books only furnifh four inftances ef it; and of 


- thefe four, three were women. ‘The difeafe proved fatal to the 


man; and, after death, a confiderable effufion of blood was found 


_ on the brain, together with fome hydatids, and water in the'vene 


tricles. ‘ 


Caufes.| Wead-achs appear frequently to be occafioned by ef. 
fufions of blood or ferum.; as well as by ulcers, and abfceffes of 


_the brain, dura and pia mater. Accretions and oflifications of 


different parts of the dura mater, falx, and brain, are alfo fre- 


quently difcovered. An offification of the falx, however, does 
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not always produce head-ach: for Dr. Home mentions a patient 


tai 


who ‘had tht falx offified without head-ach; but he had been ob- 


ferved to be very furious when drunk. Congeftions of blood it 
the veflels of the brain are alfo difcovered, from diffeGtions, to be a 


frequent caufe of the head-ach ; and nervous irritation alone will — 


’ frequently produce it, as we fee in the clavus byflericus. ~ 

< Cure.) In the cure of this difeafe we have little or no power 
over offifications, effufions, or ulcerations ; and hence the head- 
ach is frequently incurable. In congeftions, and nervous affec- 


tions, medicines may indeed be of fome fervice.» Congeftion may 
be relieved by an evacuation of blood, either general or topical ; 


as venefection, cupping, of leeches: by errhines (No. 244.) ; 


which, however, Dr. Home thinks are little to be depended upon: ~ 


by topical evacuations near the head, by blifters, iffues, or fetons ; 
by purgatives (No. 144.), or (No. 146.)5 or by determining the 
fiuids to other parts, by rubefacients (No. 62.) applied to the 
temples, pediluvia, &c. - sass Oe 
Nervous irritations may be diminifhed— roe 3K 
(1) By a great quantity of cold water drank every morning. 
This is recommended by Hoffman, and will wath off all acrid 
patticles from the ftomach, while the cold ftrengthens and dimi- 
nifhes the fenfibility of the part. This remedy was tried for a 


confiderable time in one of Dr. Home’s patients without any _ 
j i : Sobie 
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(2). Nervous and tonic medicines; as the bark, valerian, &c.” 


(Vide Form, No. 247, and 248.). ‘Thefe were tried in two of Dr. 


Home’s patients, but. alfo without fuccefs, In a third the vale-’ 


rian tucceeded. : jist | 
: ( 3) By cold water applied to the head, immerfion, or the fhower- 
path. . 

(4) Cephalics ; as lavender, rofemary, &c. In flight cafes, the 
fmell of eau de luce, or any {trong volatile alkali, will generally 
- prove a cure. : 

Dr. Dwight declares, that ample experience has eftablifhed the 


fuperiority of the malic acid, or cyder, in the fick head-ach, over © 
every other remedy; and ‘he points out a mode of cure, equally — 


remarkable for fimplicity and efficacy. For this purpofe, cyder 
muft be well gone through the firft fermentative procefs, and no 


further, It ought tobe free from ail tafte of the cafk, and all — 


other impurities. A quantity of it, from half. gill to half a pint, © 
fhould he drank on an empty ftomach, in the morning, from five — 


to fifteen minutes before breakfaft. | 


The efficacy of this liquor in the cure of the fick head-ach, . 
leads Dr. Dwight. to the mention of its. fuccefs in the cure, or 


rather prevention, of another difeafe, which he fuppofes to depend 


on the fame caufe, the di/ious colic. That the fick head-ach,:and — 
this fpegies of colic, depend On the fame caufe, differently applied, 
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~he infers, rft, from their affe€ting perfons of the fame temperament, 
the bilious ; 2d, from their both obferving fimilar periodical returns 3 
3d, from the circumftance of perfons who, in the courfe of their 
lives, have been fubje€& to both complaints for years, have uni-’ 
formly experienced an exemption from one, during the prevalence 
of the other, alternately; and 4th, from the efficacy of cyder in 
the cure of ‘colic, as well as head-ach. ‘¢ The evidence of its: 
efficacy,’ continues Doctor Dwight, is this: The cyder’ has 
been drunk by perfons for months together, with entire relief’ 
from the colic, who, before they began -with the remedy, were 
fubject to paroxyfms of it every few weeks. After feveral months 
had expired, the cyder was laid afide, and the colic returned with’ 
as great frequency and feverity as before. ‘Uhe remedy was re- 
fumed, and the colic again difappeared.”’ Petes 
From our own experience we fhould have far greater reliance 
on pulverized charcoal, or carbonic acid gas, conveyed into the: 
ftomach in the fick head-ach, or on opium, or a ftrong infufion 
of coffee taken at the time of the attack. 
For diftinguifhing the r4ewmatic head-ach from that which arifes 
_ from crudities in the ftomach, Dr. Diirr paints out the follow- 
ing diagnoftics: 1. The firft remits fometimes fo much of its ve- 
hemence, that the patient remains free from it for feveral hours, 
whereas the other kind .of head-ach continues with equal vio- 
lence. 2. On moving the head the patient feels greater pains in 
the rheumatic head-ach. 3: This kind of head-ach is increafed 
by cold, and-the patients are therefore obliged to cover the head. 
4: As foon as pains come on in other parts of the body, it begins 
to abate, and increafes again when thofe go off. 5. The leaft mo- — 
tion of the head excites that head-ach again, after its having pre- 
vioufly abated. 6. The rheumatic head-ach is limited to one part 
of the head, whereas, that arifing immediately from the ftomach 
affects the whole head, or, at leaft, the fore and back part of it: 
A cafe of head-ach, attended with moft uncommon fymp- 
toms, is related by Mr. Henry, of Manchefter, in the Me- 
moirs of the Medical Society of London. . He obferves, that 
the means by which Naturg fometimes relieves herfelf from any 
noxious matter, and places it out of the courfe of the circu- 
lation, are often altogether inexplicable. It is however curious to 
trace her fteps, as far as our limited faculties permit, and to mark 
the efforts fhe makes; as fuch obfervations may at leaft teach us 
that /he may. fuccefsfully exert herfelf, where art proves vain. 
Mr. Henry relates this extraordinary cafe in the following words’ 
“ Mr. Nathan Sandford, of Burnage, near Mancheiter, of a 
‘thin habit of body, fubject to an habitual cough from his infancy, 
and to glandular tumors of his neck, which were difperfed with* 
out fuppuration, had, in other refpects, enjoyed a tolerable fhare | 


of health, till the month of February, 1759. He was then about 


580. CEPHALALGIA. 


twenty-four years of age, and, having \ridden late at night on a 


journey, he had the misfortune to lic in a damp bed at Fenny- 
Stratford. ‘Towards morning he fell into.a profufe fweat, and in- 
that fituation imprudently got-up, and purfued his journey, with- | 
out changing his. linen... In afew. hours he became extremely 
hoarfe, and, as the day advanced, a fevere fever and peripneumony 
feized him. With difficulty he arrived at’Thame in Oxfordshire 5 


_ where, having’ received. every medical affiftance, which the {kill of 


ne ay 


that excellent phyfician; the late Dr. Lewis, of Oxford, could at- 
ford him, a critical eruption,-of the eryfipelatous. kind, in’ both 
legs, attended with confiderable fwelling, removed his fever and 


dyfpnoea; and as foon as his ftrength was fufficiently reftored, he 


returned home, and recovered his ufual ftate of health. . 

** In November following, having ‘oceafion to travel into the 
fame country again, -he was attacked one day with a violent vo- 
miting, which was fucceeded by an eryfipelatous temor of his left 
cheek, the progrefs of which was nase quick and alarming. «He 
arrived that evening at his old lodgings at Thame; and an apo-. 
thecary, after bleeding and other proper evacuations, ordered fo- 
mentations to the part, which, though applied fo hot that the nurfe’ 
could not bear to wring out the flannels without lapping them:in 
a cloth, excited not the leaft fenfation in the patient. ‘The difeafe — 
now occupied his whole face and head, and a gangrene was ap- 
prehended. Dr. Lewis was again confulted, and dire€ted more 
blood to be taken away; and fo véry urgent were the fymptoms, 
that, in the {pace ef twenty-four hours, he loft forty-eight ounces 


_of blood. An. alteration, which was made «in the fomentation, 


occafioned fome degree of feeling ; the fwelling gradually fubfided, 
and in about three weeks he came into Lancathire, where, exactly 
at ix weeks diftance from the day the eryfipelas firft appeared, he 
had a fecond, though milder attack of it, and a third, {till more 


gentle, at the very fame period of time from the fecond, 


«* ‘The parotid and fubmaxillary glands now grew enlarged and- 
painful, and, at laft, fuppurated in April, 1761. ‘That fummer he. 
was fent to bathe in, and drink, the fea-water: the ulcers healed, 


and hishealth was fo much improved, that he married before the 


conclufion of that feafon. For feveral fucceflive years, a cough, 


lofs of appetite, and other confumptive fymptoms, vifited him, 
with increafed force, each {pring; yet they generally yielded in 
fome degree, to phlebotomy, nitrous medicines, elixit of vitriol, 
éc. and were always fucceeded, as the weather grew warmer, by 
a {corbutic eruption and fwelling of his legs, which were looked 


for impatiently, as a favourable omen of the departure of his other 


complaints. “ote : 4 
| * In April, 1770, his ufwal train of fymptoms made their ap- 
pearance; but nature now feemed to have forgot to afford her ac- 


enftomed aid,. His cough was more feyere than in former Springs; 
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he complained of great forenefs and ftriGture of his breaft, which. 
being attended with heétic heats and confiderable lofs of flrength, 
threatened a fatal termination. ‘Though he had formerly lived 
> freely, the {malleft quantity of any fermented or fpirituous liquor 
_ now intoxicated and inflamed him. Venefection, a perpetuat 
_ blifter, demulcents, and his ufual medicines, were tried in vain; 
when, in the beginning of June, having been perfuaded by one 
of his neighbours to drink a fmall draught of ale, a fudden he~ 
morrhage proceeded from the nofe, which had continued for fome 
_ hours before I faw him. Blood was taken from his arm, and the 
- difcharge. from his noftrils reftrained by pafling tents up them 
dipped in the Aixivium martis a little diluted. ‘Though his blood 
was covered with a buff coat, yet as the texture underneath was 
loofe, he took freely of a decoétion of Peruvian bark and tincture 
of rofes, to each dofe of which ten or twelve drops of /ixtuium 
martis were added, care being taken to keep his body fufficientl 
open. ‘The bleeding returned again next day but one, and, are | 
not very profufe, continued with little intermiflion twenty-three 
hours; but was at laft ftopped by the fame methods. He was 
greatly reduced by the lofs of fo much blood; yet his cough abated,” 
the ferenefs and tightnefs of his breaft in a great meafure left him, 
and he pafied the autumn and winter, though in a very valetudi- 
nary ftate, yet free from any immediately alarming fymptoms. 

‘© His confumptive complaints returned in the {pring of the en- 
fuing year, with redoubled violence, before he had totally recovered 
_ from the fhock he had received the preceding fummer. On my, 
urging him to call in further advice, he confented to confult Dr. © 
Kay, a judicious and very worthy phyfician of this town, by 
whofe fkilful treatment of him he obtained fome relief. But tired, 
and imagining every thing to be in vain, he determined to give 
himfelf atruce from all medicines. In a few weeks he recovered 
a better ftate of health than could have been expeCted; but he 
came on the 20th of July to inform me of an uncommon pain in 
his head, which attacked him every night as he lay down in bed, 
and fometimes infefted him in the day, at irregular hours. The 
_ -defcription he gave me of it was as follows: | 
_ Atits firft coming on, it fixed in fo {mall a fpace that he could 
_ cover it with the end of his finger. The feat of it was in the 
lower part of the coronal future, about an inch above the os Iphe- 
_ noides; and he fhewed me a vacuity.or chafm, about an inch long 
and one-fixth of an inch broad, in the courfe of the /uture, which 
he feemed certain was not pre-exiftent to his: head-ach; as he 
judged it impoflible it could have efcaped his notice, having al- 
ways fhaved himfelf. While the pain, which was exceflively acute 
and lancinating, remained here, the part was puffed up like an in- 
flated bladder, for about the fize of a half crown piece, and the 
temporal artery appeared tenfe, like a diftended cord. From 
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hence it removed to. the proceffus condyloides, and, while it remained 
there, occafioned a convulfive motion of the lower jaw; it then 
changed its fituation to an‘inch and_ half below the atigle of that. 
bone, and after fome duration in that point he became. fuddenly 
and totally eafy. He had laboured under thefe complaints during 
three Week sen: iy Meme is ant ee 
“ On the 31ft of July he called on me again, and gave me the 
following account : That his breath had had an unufually difagree- 
able and earthy fmell, which commenced fome days after the pain 
in his head firft begun, and that as he was’ fitting in his own 
houfe, the day after his former vifit to me, without any previous 
ht of coughing or retching, he was fuddenly in danger of fuffoca- 
tion by fomething falling into the &/ophagus, where it ftuck. With 
confiderable efforts, he fpat up an angular folid fubftance, above 
the fize of the end of his thumb, confifting of a hard brown and 
white matter, the latter of which on. being: preffed fell into a dry 
powder. The whole was covered with a greenifh mucus, and re- 
fembled exactly in {mell the fetor which had affected his breath 
for feveral preceding days, and which now immediately ceafed. 
He had felt no pain the day before this happened, nor had it re- 
turned fince that time. On my examining the feeming deficiency . 
in the /ature, he complained of intolerable uneafinefs from the 
preffure of my finger, which he faid feemed to affe@ the interzfal, 
part of his head. Iwas much difappointed that he had not re-= 
ferved the above fubftance for my infpection. ee 
_ On the 8th of Auguft, he had a flight return of the pain in 
his head, which lafted about two minutes; he then perceived 
fomething to fall into his throat, which he foon difcharged, and 
proved to be fimilar to what he had, before parted with, but in 
fmaller quantity, and broken into feveral fragments. His pain in- 
tantly ceafed, but a numbnefs continued in the fide of his head 
and face, for feveral hours, both after this and the preceding eva- 
cuation. I have examined this matter with a good microfcope; 
the white part appeared to be calcareous, the brown to be mucus 
hardened and adhering to the other. ‘The fmell was like that of 
bones, which have been long buried in the earth, on their-being 
expofed to the air. ‘The white matter ftrongly fermented with 
ipirit of vitriol, but the brown occafioned no effervefcence with 
the acid.. The vacuity in the cranium was much diminifhed, when 
T faw him two days after this event; and he could then bear me 
to prefs upon the integuments, without fuffering any confequent 
ain. | 
‘€ From this time he had no further return of his pain, during | 
‘many months; and he acquired fuch a degree of ftrength as to be 
able to attend to the bufinefs of his farm, and even to ride thirty 
miles a-day on horfe-back : and had I not been yitnefs to the many _ 
vicillitudes of his conftitution, I fhould have entertained hopes of 


, 
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the re-eftablifhment of his health. But in January, 1772; his 
cough again became worfe; convulfive fpafms fometimes attacked 
his head and neck; his ftomach rejected almoft every kind of food ; 
and, often, the only liquor which it would retain, was rum, un 
mixed with water: he alfo complained of a fenfe of contraction 
in that organ. | : 

“ After having lingered in this miferable fituation till the begin- 
ning of April, 1773, death put at laft a period to his fufferings.” 
Unfortunately no light was thrown on this cafe by an examination 
of the body, though the patient in his life-time had defired it. 
Mr. Henry is therefore much at a lofs to account for the above 
fingular appearances. ‘ 

“ In the firft place,”’ fays he, “ it may be afked, was there a 
tranflation of matter from the lungs to the brain, or its meninges 3 
and fuppofing that to be the cafe, would it not have produced more 
alarming fymptoms? Of what nature was the fubftance he eva- 
cuated, and where could it have lodged, previous to its difcharge ? 
He had no fenfe of uneafinefs, or ob{truction in the frontal finujes ; 
nor about the nofe nor fauces. Whence arofe the vacuity in the 
futura coronalis? Is it probable that there had been a folution of 
the bone, from fome acrimonious matter, which had been gradually 
abforbed, or immediately carried through the |phenoidal finus to the 
nafal, and fo depofited in the cellular membrane behind the velum 
palati? Or was it formed without any difeafe in the cranium or its 
contents; and did the head-ach arife from the irritation of this ex- 
traneous body wherever fituated, antecedent to its falling into the 
afsphagus? And in this cafe might not the violence of the pain 
occafion a feparation of the future, {fo as to produce the chafm [ 
have mentioned, without any lofs of fubitance ?”’ | 

Some of the circumftances feem rather to have entitled this cafe 
to be confidered under the fpecies of cephalalgia, which w¢ are 
next to notice, viz. | 


CEPHALALGIA IDIOPATHICA. 


Head-achs, in confequence of difeafe within the cranium, are 
marked, by Dr, Lettfom, with the following diftinctions: 


I. From accidents dr blows on the head, feparating bony frag- 
ments off the internal or external lamina of the cranium, and ing 
ducing acute inflammation of the brain. 


Hippocrat. de cap. vuln. cap. x. Chart. T. xii. p. 119. 
Johannes de Vigo in Practica, lib. 11. ' 
Jacobus Berengarius de fractura Calvariz. ‘ 
Ambrofe Paré, Maniere de traiter les playes, &c, 
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Misutaus ‘Tulpius in + Ab ears. &c. 

Conrad. Victor Schneider de offe occipitis utdern vitiis ‘et 
-vulneribus BOS Foes! Atal Mian 
: John Schultetus, in armamentario, 8c. ob. XVii. p. 214. 
. Petrus de Marchettis in Obfervation. &c. 

Ae Jacob Wepfer de locis affectis, &c. 

cor. Franc. le Dran, Obfervations de Chirurgie ee. | And : 

«  Traité des Operations. 

e Wilh. Albrecht, in Comm. Nor. 17353. P-i4i3° 
_H. Ravaton en Chirurgie Armée, &c. | 

Morgagni de Cauf. et Sed. Morb. ‘ib. j iv. let. 41. art. 30; 34 a 


II. From fimilar caufes, where the bony tragments have re- 
mained for a confiderable Hime, producing chronic inflammation 
._ or fuppuration. 3 


Heliodorus de Capitis vulneribus. 
Lanfrancus in Practica, &c. Tract. ii. cap. 1. de cura . per- 
cuffionis capitis, 
Lud. Franc. Manne, Obierrauens de Chirurgie au fujet & une 
playe @ Ja téte, &c. 1729. 
agorreh Warner, Cafes of Surgery. 
~ Bonet Sepulchr, Anatom. tom. 1.1. i. § 1. ob. 105. 


IM, -From ony: fubftances within the cranium proving. fatal, ‘ae 
wala pected, and difcovered only by diffection after death, 
_ Cattierus Obf. Med. XV. 3 4 2 ii" 
Borellus, Cent. 4, Obf. xcix, ) ? he 
. Boneti Sepulchr. Anat. t. 1. 1. i, §.n. abhi 108, 


is i From. bony fubftances lodged within ri éranium, not 
proving fatal; but difcovered by a kianon after the death of the 
patient by fore other difeafe. - 


Boneti Sepulehr, Anatom. tom. 1. eke i. feet. i. obf. 106, 107; 
ia: EO 

Barthel. i in Anatom. P aforkn: Le diipien 2. 

- Rhodius, cent. i. obf, 32. : 

_. Neander in Tobaccalogia. shoes 

’ Licutaud, Hitt, Anat, Med. p. 160, obf, 65. 3 


Y 
4 


V. From bony or {tony concretions, fpontaneoufly . formed, 
and from various offifications within the Eran and extr ancous 
f{ubflances lodged i in the brain. . , 


‘ 


Tho. Bartholinus, Hift. Anat, cent. iii. iy, : 
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Act. Haffniens. vol. ii, obf. 132; 

Cummenus, Mifcel. cur. anni 3. obf. 329. | | | 

Fabricius Hildanus, cent. i. obf. ii. et cent. vy. Obf. 1. ex Kents 
manno. : : At 

Hollerius, lib. i, cap. 48. in Scholio. 

Halleri Phyf. in variis locis, tom. iv. v. 


Lieutaud, Hift. Anat. Med. obf. 552, 553, 5545 555. 

VI. From aneurifmal here eth on the brain. | 
ae BT Bidnsy Hitt. of Cafes of Difeafe in the Brain. 

VII. From tamors of other foft parts within the cranium. did. 


‘Molt of the preceding diftintions are made by Dr. Lettfom in 
Ais hiftory and treatment of a fatal cafe, attended with a painfal ~ 
affection of the head,’ publifhed in the Memoirs of the Medical 
Society of London, — iis 
_ A gentleman, early in the year 1789, had a troublefome cough, - 
which had frequently attended him in former winters, and alfo 
- flight head-ach, and occafionally ficknefs and vomiting. | | 

By the ufual remedies the cough was relieved, but the head« 
ach, ficknefs, and vomiting, remained. On ‘the 26th of January 
he took an emetic, which evacuated much bilious matter; and 
afterwards a laxative was given, Some fever fupervening, blood 
was taken from the arm, a faline mixture ordered, and at night 
an anodyne draught. 

On the 29th a phyfician was confulted, who prefcribed the 
tincture of caftor and volatile fpirit to be taken every four hours. 
This medicine having been vomited, and the phyfician not attend- 
ing, the apothecary gave an alkaline draught with lemon juice in 
the act of effervefcence, and at night an anodyne medicine, which 
the patient afterwards always afked for, as the only remedy from 
which he fenfibly experienced any relief. ‘ 

“ On the 30th of January,” fays Dr. Lettfom,”’ I met the 
apothecary, and found the patient, from gradually increafing debi- 
lity, confined to his bed, complaining of an heavy dull pain of the 
head, the feat of which he pointed out by placing his hand on the 
pofterior extremity of the os frontis; on turning in bed, ficknefs. 
always enfued,’and fometimes vomiting of thin mucus, rarely of 
bilious matter. On preffing the region of the liver, he complained 
of no pain, nor did-there appear tlie leaft turgefcence of this vifcus; 
the tunica albuginea was reddith or ferrety; light gave uneafinels ; 
the pupils feemed tobe in a natural ftate ; the puife was regular, ‘ 
rather full, and did not exceed fifty ftrokes in a minute. This 
flownefs of the pulfe, joined to. the ficknefs, which did not feem 
dependent on the hepatic fy{tem,.and the pale, limpid ftate of the 
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urine, induced me to fulped that the head-ach originated from 
local affe€tion of the brain, and that the ficknefs was fymptomatic 


of it; upon méntioning my opinion, I found that the apothecary — 


had not been without the fame doubts, and he hinted alfo the. cir- 
 cumftance of a fall which happened to the patient three weeks 
before, who, in attempting to get into a coach, flipped down on 


his feat, but afterwards got into the carriage without noticing any | 


indifpofition or inconvenience.” 

Dr. Lettfom ordered him to lie in bed with his head elevated, to 
be bliftered inter {capulas, and to take an infufion of colombo, 
and at night fome calomel with the opiate. ra} 

“ On the g1ft Dr. Saunders was alfo confulted, who confirmed 


the fufpiciou of preffure on the brain; and we agreed to have the 


head fhaved and embrocated with camphorated fpirits of wine; to 
apply four leeches to each temple, and to repeat the anodyne bolus 
at bed-time, and through the day to give a faline laxative draught 


every four hours: the pulfe on this day was as quick as fixty, 


fuller and harder. 

February 1. “* The pulfe was feventy-fix, and lefs full. A 
purgative draught was ordered, with half a fcruple of the pulvis e 
fcammonio compofitus. He took alfo the infufum rofe every 
four hours; and at night a bolus of half a fcruple of confectio 
Damoeratis. A blifter was applied to the head. . 
and. “ He had many copious ftools, and feemed much debt- 
litated ; but.the pulfe beat eighty-two ftrokes in a minute, without 


increafed heat or fever; the head-ach and ficknefs, however, con- 


tinued much the fame, as well as the ferrety look of the eyes, and 
their fenfibility to light. Heé was fo reftlefs at night, that the. 
apothecary, upon being called up, gave an opiate: the fenfes wore 
perfect, but recollection was dull and flow. A faline draught was 
ordered with a f{cruple of confe@tio Damocratis every four hours. 
3d. “ He hadareftlefs night, the pulfe was about the fame 
degree of quicknefs, but much weaker: dulnefs of apprehenfion 
was greater, and fome degree of rambling came on. A mixture 
with corife&tio aromatica was occafionally given, and the fame 
draught continued with the addition of thirty drops of thebaic 
tincture at bed-time. ee 
ath. <« Delirium and frequent incoherent muttering prevailed ; 
with fubfultus tendinum; and a flight ftrabifmus, but no dilatation 
of the pupils. The fame medicines were continued with the addi- 
tion of a clyfter. | Da 3 
gth. « All the fymptoms were augmented: the pulfe, was 
irregular and fluttering, and ftupor and low-muttering were in- 
created, Blifters were applied to the legs; and the mufk julep, 
-and a folution of myrrh, ordered ta be taken frequently”? - + 
This patient died foon after, and Mr. Ware, who opened 
the: body on the 7th of February, defcribes the following appear 


ANGEs « 


\ 


a CEPHALALGIA. 7 


© In the abdomen, the ftomach and inteftines appeared flightly 
inflamed; and the inteftines were much diftended with air. The 
liver, fpleen, and kidneys, were perfe@tly found. 

« In the thorax, the right lobe of the lungs intimately adhered to 
the pleura. The left lobe likewife adhered, but the adhefion was 
lefs extenfive. aR At 


© In the head, the dura mater appeared inflamed; and in the 


_duplicature of its falciform procefs, nearly midway between the | 
os frontis and occiput, and almoft as low as the corpus callofum, 


two hard bony fubftances were found enveloped. ‘The largeft of 


thefe, which was about the fize ef the nail of the little finger, was. 
flattened and irregular in fhape, and had fharp ferrated or jagged 


“edges ; its weight when dry was four grains. One of its fides was 


nearly {mooth, having only one or two fmall furrows in it, fimilar, 
to thofe which are made by the preffure of the veffels of the dura 
mater on the infide of the cranium. Its other fide was rough and 
uneven, and a little marked with blood. The fmalleft of the bony 
fubftances was long and flender, refembling a portion of a fine 
needle, and having ifs extremities terminated in fharp points. Ia 
the ventricles the quantity of water was greater than is ufually 
found, The other parts of the brain were undifeafed. 

‘ The appearance of the bony fubftances above mentioned did 


not anfwer to the idea ufually entertained of a morbid offification 
of a foft part; but they rather-refembled portions of the cranium 


forced by accident from their natural pofition. It is noteafy to 
explain the manner in which thefe bones, could make their way 
from the cranium to the part in which they were found; nor on 
examining the cranium, which was done with the greateft care, 
could the fimalleft mark of injury be perceived.*? 

“ In original depofitions of bony matter, or foft membranes, the 
fubftance is ufually of a loofe friable texture; the bones foynd in 
the prefent inftance were as hard as the furface of the tibia; in 
fhape not very difimilar to a gun-flint with jagged edges. 

Tbe interior furface of ‘the cranium was fmooth, and the 
periofteum in a found ftate; and, confidering the hard texture of 
the bony fragments, it was dificult to account for their admiffion 
within the cranium, till an explanation was afforded by the family 
of the deceafed. ! aw m : 

‘‘ I was then informed,”’ continues Dr. Lettfom, “ and not 
before, that about twenty years ago the patient had had a violent 
fail from a horfe, which it was then fuppofed had fractured the 


‘full, and it was fome months before he was reftored to health, 


without undergoing any operation on the cranium. Hence may 
it not be fugeefted that thefe hard pieces of bone had been frac 


* The accident which happened to this gentleman at an early peried of his 


dife, was unknown when this account was frft drawn up. 
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tured from the internal lamina of the cranium at the period of this 


diftant accident ? cAL he 

« The flight inflammation of the inteftines and ftomach, might 
arife from frequent vomiting and long inanition, the inflammation 
and adhefion of the lungs and pleura appeared to be chronic affec- 


tions, as he had long been troubled with a cough, and during the 


laft illnefs it was lefs violent than ufual, though more noticed from 
the concomitant head-ach and ficknefs. - | ry 
« J conceive, therefore, that the immediate caufe of death was 


‘gn the head. ‘ In adults the ventricles of the brain never. greatly 


dilate, and, for the period of the patient’s age, the quantity of 
water in them was confiderable.. Probably, however, the irrita- 
tion from the preternatural bony fubftances gave rife to inflamma- 
tion, and the confequent collection of water in the ventricles.”” 

In the Tranfactions of the London Society for medical and chi- 


~rurgical improvement, there is a hiftory of fome cafes of head-ach 


AY 


arifing from difeafe in the brain, with an account of the appearances | 
after death, and fome general obfervations on complaints of that 
nature, by Dr. Blane, which are highly worthy of a place here. 
The firft related is a cafe of head-ach arifing from Aneurifms of 
the Carotid Arteries. The fubje&t of it was a lady who, till a few 
years before her death, had enjoyed a good ftate of health, had 


~ always indulged in eating, but had been temperate in drinking.— - 


Several of her family had been affeéted with complaints of the 
head, particularly apoplexy. | alin eae 

About-five years before her death, being then 64 years of age, 
fhe was fuddenly feized with a giddinefs and dimnefs of fight, {ue- | 
ceeded by acute pain in the forehead, which remained for fome 
time, or recurred at intervals. The indiftinétnefs of vifion con- 
tinued for fix months. mT 


.- She had a fimilar attack two years after the firft, from which 
_alfo fhe recovered to a certain degree. From this period fhe con- 


\ « 


tinued to be fubject, from time to time, to the above-mentioned 
fymptoms as long as fhe lived. ath): tae , 
« | firft vifited her,’’ fays Dr. Blane, “ on the gth of March, 


31791, about fixteen months before her death. She had fome time 


before this betrayed figns of-mental derangement, and I found her 
at this time evidently maniacal. “The fymptoms however were fo 
mild that fhe was fenfible of her own fituation, frequently talking 
of it, and lamenting it. She recovered from this attack in three 


“ In September following fhe had another attack, more fevere 


-and with more fever. She recovered from this ma raonth. 


- In the middle of December following fhe became infané to — 
a great degree, and this attack feemed to have been brought on, or 
at leaft aggravated, by flrong emotions of joy and vanity upon her 


f 


daiighter marrying a man. of, very high rank. She was now vios 
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Jent and unmanageable, fometimes in gay and elevated fpirits, at - 
other times depreffed, again facetious, and almoft always refufing 


food; drink, and medicines. ...... 


, }# She continued in this ftate till the firft week of February, 1792; 


- ;pwhen fhe ‘recovered her, fenfes.. On the 4th of June following 


dhe became affected with giddinefs, rednefs of the eyes, and numb- 


nefs of the hands. She expreffed herfelf confcions, of approaching 


mania, and it,came on with great.violence, attended with fymptoms _ 


of fever.,- Oa the 19th the fever increafed, with, aphthous  fores 
on the throat... [he alienation of mind continued, but evidently 
partook more of mania than feverifh delirium. She continued. in 
this ftate till-her death, which happened on the 30th of this month, 
-in the 69th year of her age. tra EG arskeciss Gy 
... “The chief. means ufed for her relief at the different, periods 


- 


of my attendance, were, taking away blood from the head, or. near’ 


_ it; purgatives, antimonial medicines, ab{tinence from animal food 
_ and fermented liquor, from which the feemed to derive temporary 
benefit. » i LN aCe Catt ie 
_ Upon examining the body, there was no appearance in the 
brain. itfelf that could in any, way account. for. the fymptonis.— 


‘There was indeed a greater quantity of fluid than common -in.the © 


__-yentricles, and the furface. of it was moifter than it is ufually found 


in a-found ftate, but in all other cafes which have occurred to-me 


_. of organic affections of the brain proving fatal, except thofe which 
are fudden, fuch as apoplexy, there has been a.preternatural quan- 
‘tity of fluid in its ventricles. There were alfo /picule of bone in 


_. ‘the membrane, forming the falx. The inner fubftance ofthe 


¢erura cerebri was of a brown colour, and more,tender than natural. 

‘The optic: nerves were fmaller than natural, as if they had been 
- wafted. The feptum lucidum'was more than ufually denfe. 

_. © But the morbid appearance in this cafe which was fo fingular, 
_. and to which the fymptoms of complaint feem chiefly referable, 


was two bulbs about five-eighths of an inch in diameter, filling up 


the hollow on each fide of the /ella turcica, which were evidentl 


dilatations of the carotid arteries, and from their: being filled with. 


laming of coagulated blood, there could be no doubt of their being 
-aneurifms of thefe arteries, The one on the. left fide was the 


s. 


largeft. That on the right fide communicated with the cavity of © 


the artery, which was not the cafe with the other. 


_ & Itis probable that one of the aneurifims arofe five years before: 


her death, occafioning the firft attack defcribed, and that the other 

- arofe two years afterwards, occafioning the other attack. It is 
_ +alfo probable that it was between thefe two attacks that fhe faw 
_ objeéts double from the unequal compreflion on the optic nerves. 
The brain differs from all the other organs of life in this refpect, 


- 
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that it is'thuch affetted by partial conipreffion, | and ‘compreffion 


has a'gteuter effe@ upon it by is ‘being inclofed in an uhyielding 
SWOM CARY, o CCUE Dharam act aig) oe halts, 1 


__ © How far this and the other appearances ‘were ‘connected with 
thé imental derangenietit and other fymptoms, and how far, and in 
_ what maniier, chele “morbid affeCtions ‘were connected ‘with veach 

other, it isdifficult tovaftertain. Whether the yielding “of ‘the 
“arteries was Owing mote to’a préternattital weaknefs intheir coats, - 
‘ér to’a plethora, or to their inc¥eafed'attion, to one or all of which - 
‘the’ hereditary difpofition' to’ difeafe fetms “Feferable, are queftions 

‘which caniiot'éafily be decided, bar it isan Obvious’ praGhical fug- 
ogeftion, that the offspring of this lady thotild obferve ftri& tem- 
“peraiice. This —pretaution was accordingly given; ‘and ii confe- 
quence of it her eldeft fon, who had begin to experience fits of 
“gidditefs, has been free from’ thefe caufes of alarm éVer fince that 
* Levert, which js five ‘years, fiaviti¢’ obferved during that 'tinte ‘avery 
° frie resimen.’” ‘eon WTC (Se SP URGEE TOKAI. EOADE BS Ush can 

- Dr. Blane’s next cife is that of a Tumer found in the fitdation 
Mpithe Pineal Glands?) Se. ks on a co 
°°) Phe patient*was' an’ officer of the’favy, who ad‘enjoyed a 
“goed ftate of health thrdtigh’ life, arid was of temperate habits, but 
“had ‘uhdergone preat Tatigue and anxiety in the exercife of his pro- 

feffion. ‘He began to coriplain in ‘the beginning ‘of “February, — 

“¥794, when thirty-three Years of age, Of a flight’ pain, or rather 

“eonfufion ‘in his head. His appetite"became at the fame'time im- 
“paired; ahd He’was more thirfty than natural. © Thefe complaiiits 
“cofitinued rather fo increafe, but'were not’ fo v jolent ‘as'to prevent 
“him ‘froin doing his duty as an‘aétive officer till the goth UF April 
following. “At that time’ he’ was feized with ficknefs at thefotiach, 
“atid ‘pain'in the balls of ‘both ‘eyes, ‘particularly when he turned 
_ them to’ either fide. ' “This was the Beaming aba Wbrile -indifpo- 
“fition, ‘which’ €onfined ‘him to ‘his bed; or cabin, ‘fora ‘fortnight. 


‘The coniplaint then took theform’of a tertian ague, for whith 
“he took the Peruvian bark, and foon ‘recovered from it. “But the 


ie pe sd eo 
Me Atmel b hee 


“neafinels of his héad continned, “and ‘he was fo weakand éma- 
elared that he'did not tdertake his'duty till the @6th’of'May, — 
“A few days'after this he ‘was wounded in the’ celebrated’ battle - 
“of thé 1ft of Pune, by a langrith fhot,’which divided the temporal 
“aitery. “He'loft a great ‘deal of blood, and “the bone ‘was ‘injured 
fo that part of it ‘exfoliated ‘fome’ weeks afterwards.” “The*head- 


ach ‘Was’ hot materially’ increafed by'the | inflammation’ attetidin 


“the wound, although’he was in ‘a ftate of  conftant fatizue anc 
“abxiety from the high’ ahd ‘refponfible fituation which”he held.+~ 
“Hé was not confmed a ‘fingle ‘day in confequénce of his wound, 
“and ithealed immediately after. the exfoliated bone” was extracted, 
- K¥ter'this he was ‘free from ‘complaint;"fo'as to“go to"fea- upon 
~very active fervice in feveral cruifes, during which he had‘only. a 


od 


" 
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flight cold now and then, anda temporary head-ach, which was 
neither acute,.nor fixed. He continued to enjoy this ftate o 
health till the end of December, 1795, when ina cruife on the 
coaft of France, attended with a-great deal of haraffing duty, he 


"was attacked with @ comapheit fimilar to that in {pring, 1794, but 


Upon recovering from this he was in fufficient health to be able 
to refume his duty in fummer, 1796. He continued well ull in a 
 ervife of Brett, in December, 1796 he was again attacked with 

the pain of the head ina ftill more feyere degree. From this he 
was never afterwards free, though it flu€tuated in point of fe- 
yverat ay ' ; , Nag END 
5 1 firft vifited him profeffionally,” fays Dr. Blane, “ about 
the middle of February, 1797. During the courfe of my attend-. 
ance, I found, together with the fymptoms already defcribed, the 


tongue conftantly white, andthe pulfe from 80 to go ftrokes in a 


minute. Thefe fymptoms continued the fame during the remains 
der of his illnefs. He was not very fenfible to light or noife, but 
extremely fo to motion, which. produced a yery uneafy fenfe of 
0a cage head. He ufed frequently to fay, that the pain was 
in a {pot in the occiput, to which he put his hand. He faid, at 
other times, that the pain was diffufed over the whole head. He 
 gllalong complained that it was particularly fevere upon going to 
_ # After he had been in town for a few days, he went to Tun- 
bridge for the fake of retirement, and nothing remarkable happened 
"till the middle of April, when he was feized with a fpitting of 
_ blood, after having drank the Tunbridge waters a few times, » Tr. 
is very uncertain whether, the drinking of thefe waters had any 
connection with thatf{ymptom. Upon this he came to town, and 
_ the hemorrhage difappeared after taking for a few days the reme- 
d@ies:ufual io fuch cafes. He continued to fuffer extremely from 
the pain in his head, which he defcribed as excruciating, and fuch 
as he hoped nobody before had ever experienced. The only other 
Symptom »worth mentioning, was a fmall degree of numbnefs and 
~wweaknefs of the lefthand. ne ale aan ak 
In this ftate hecontinued without any material change till 
the end. of May,and.no relief was obtained. The medical treat- 
ment -confifted-chiefly of lifters and iffues, together with the ex- 
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hibition of. valerian, caftor, and ‘opia tes; faline. antimonial, and 


a courfe of calomel in fmall dofés, but had not contif 
Oo 


which continued with violence for ‘fourteen hours.’ * 


_ recovered his teafon to a certain degree, ‘but, during the ‘greater 


? 


art of the remainder of his lifehe r mained generally ina ftate of 
fenfible, and died onthe next day.’ ” | ets 
- On opening the body, the appearances that prefented were 


A “¢ Pia Tg 
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re te 


the followitiget ear es 
* «& On the left’ temple, where he ‘had received the wound, there 
j a sa 9 : ‘ Poste “4 


iT eae 


+ & Ty the lateral Ventricle ofthe brain, there were about three 


texture than ufual.” There was-a little water in’ the third ven- 
tricle. Se IEE EY BES Sh PELE UR Ts oh Bk ELEERU DOE ane eh. eer dee ae 


anit iach or. ‘On the 3d dayof June he be€ame quite in- . 
? P Bred isa elibehe de wri cer ps; by 2 page 
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cerebellum appeared natural andfound. 4 cle a erina 2 
thy The thorax being examined, there were numerous tuberelegi 
on both fides, fuch.as are found in the beginning of phthifis pul-, 
monalis. There was .tather more. water, than, natural in, the; 
pericardium, and there..was much fat on the heart. .......5° go4 gp0¥ 
* © Tn the abdominal vifcera nothing unnatural was. obferyed... 

‘“* Under the fkin, near the right mamma, was. a {ma!l tumor, 
in fize and confiftence, not unlike that which was’ found: in ‘the, 
brain, but of a flat fhape, and had a fac: it.was foftett in; the, 
CE li A OR CNS TSR BT SSAA" ie ame nS met 

Dr. Blane makes the following judicious reflections on this cafe, 
“ Tt can hardly be doubted,” {ays be, “that the tumor in the: 
brain was the principal.and perhaps primary caufe of the fymp-~ 
toms, as well as of all the:morbid appearances in the head. . | 
__ Tt.may be of confequence to enquire, whether if the caufe had. 
been,known, any.mode of treatment more promifing of fuccefs 
could have been adopted. It was.a difeafe moft probably out of 
the reach, of art, but the-only means that occur to. me, either.from 
_. experience or analogy, as advifable, would have been a, courfe of 
mercury at an early period of the. complaint. We know. that 
this can, in other cafes, excite an abforption of folid matter depo- 
fited in difeafe, and I haye known cafes. of ‘chronic headeach, 
though not,of a venereal nature, cured by courfes of mercury. — 

« Tt has appeared in the hiftory of the cafe, that the fymptoms, 
were at times greatly mitigated, and even as it, were fufpended. 
The firft interval of eafe was after the wound, and it is not im- 
probable that the lofs of blood, or fubfequent fuppuration, or both 

- together, had a fhare in producing this. . If this was the cafe, it 
- fuggefts the propriety of large local bleedings andaffues. 
"The other interval was after the courfe of medicine at Bath,, 

and if this is imputable to the mercurial purgatives, it may afford 
. a further indication regarding the treatment to thofe who. may 

hereafter meet with a fimilar cate. Neha ols ent 

« Ag far as I am converfant with the morbid appearances: of | 

the brain, the two preceding cafes are very rare, and I have fe- 

leGted them as the moft, uncommon of any that have occurred to 

me. No other inftance of the firft has occurred either; to my . 

obfervation or reading. . Of the fecond there are feveral fpecimens 
-among the morbid preparations, in the collection of that, cele~ 
_ brated anatomift. Dr. William;Hunter.. ‘Thefe were in the fub- 
ftance. of the cerebrum. . One .occurred: to myfelf, of which. the 
following: were the molt remarkable fymptoms and appearances. 

_ The patient, complained forrfix.months before his death, During 

_ the firft four, months of,,this time, the fymptoms confifted chiefly: 

in long, frequent, and painful {pafms of. the mufcles of the extre- - 

_ tnifieg of the left fide, He.was attacked with a pemiplegia of that 


fiftence..: 1an is ufually found. . In other refpe@s the brain, and} 
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fide two ‘fioiitlis before ‘his ya and had the ufual fymptoms of 
that complaint while he lived. The fpafirisfrom that timé ceafed. — 
‘Upea infpection of the brain, there was found between thie lateral 
ventricle and the parietal bone, an-extenfive /imus, and a round 
taitior, like what ‘has been defcribed at that extremity of it which 
was contiguous to the bone. “The fubject was a middle-aged man, . 
much addicted to vénery. — Re gon at. Ye 
_“ In reviewing my notes on the fubjeét of morbid appearances 
of the brain, the moft interefting cafe befides thefe, is that of a 
great ‘thickening and hardnefs of the fkull, with bony protube- 
rances, fome of which were blunt and others fharp, proceeding 
chiefly from the’ bafis of it. The moft remarkable fymptoms 
Had been temporary failures of memory for fome months before 
death, fuddeti fits of infenfibility, like apoplexy, from time to 
time, for foine weeks before death ; and violent convulfions, at- 
tended with feveré fufferings for fome days before that Event.—_ 
During the exiftence of this difeafe, there was at intervals ait 
entité freedoth ‘from complaint; and it is remarkable, that in - 
various other ‘difeafes affeting the ftru€ture of vital parts, the 
funétions are at intervals perfect and unimpeded, and {ymptoms of © 
difordér ‘arife only when the parts aré too much éxcited or dif- 
“turbed, or when the caufe of the difeafe arifes to a great height. — 
“© It fometiries happens, that the ‘brain isin a difeafed ftate, 
even that of fuppuration, abfcefs, bloody or ferous effufion, with- 
out ay head-ach. ‘ CO ids Se 
“Qn the other hand, the ordinary head-achs with which people 
are affected, feemi to be feated in the integuinents, of the head— 
The feat of that kind ¢alled hémicrania is certainly in thefe parts ; 
for there is a gteat tendernefs on external preffure; and as there 
_ 18 fometimes’an obfeure rednefs of the fkin, and a fuffufion of the 
eye, it would appear that the proximate caufe is a too great ful- 
nefs, ‘or error loci, in the eirculating veffels. This ftate of the 
vefféls feems to be induced ‘rather by a weaknefs ‘of the veffels 
than too great action, for evacuations are in penetal of more 
hurt than benefit, and if it’ is relieved, or cured, it is by remedies 
ofan oppofite nature. This complaint, particularly when perio- 
dical, is often fuccefsfully treated by adminiftering valerian freely, 
Conjoining with it, cccafionally, Peruvian bark and iton, | paar eg 
_ “ One of the moft common morbid appearances, upon infpedt- 
Ing cafes of chronic head-ach, is a thickening of the membranes - 
of the brain, owing probably to a flow inflammation. ‘The cafes 
in which mercury has been found fuccefsful, have ‘moft pro- 
_ bably been ‘of this kind. “It feems to'a& here, as it perhaps does — 
in the venereal ‘difeafe, by exciting abforption, and im both the 
moft fuccefsful method ei introducing nts By FIC a eee a 
“¢ ‘There are ‘many cafes of héad-ach depending on indige/fion, 
and the feat of thefe feemn to bé the integuinents, as there Is gene< 
rally in fuch cafes a tendernefs to the external touch. | 
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o§ One of. e principal difficulties in practice is to difcriminate 
thofe gens. of head-ach, which depend on the ftomach, from ‘hole 
depending on fome affeCtion of the part itfelf; and it may’ be 


afirmed in general, that one of the chief caufes of ambiguity, in 


Sree 


afcertaining the feat and.caufes of difeafes, arifes from the mutual 


Aa 


- confent refulting from the nice dependence of every part and func-. 


tion upon every. other part and function, a dependence which ‘in 
reat ip effential to the exiftence and welfare of the whole fyftem:" 

{hn confequence of this enact one organ draws another into 
fufferance, and renders it dificult to. afcerrain ‘which of them’ is’ 
Bove Sear oligos Na lpethalia a Sane a MM 
-“ There is, perhaps, no part of morbid anatomy better under- 
ftood than the conneétion of the common hemiplegia with a cer-' 
tain difeafed ftate of the brain, but there are many other affections: 
of this organ of which the hiftory. is Very defective. Pek) 
Bik he ty mptoms attending difeafes of the brain are head-achy. : 
vertigo, delirium, fpafms, convulfions, palfy, mental “deranges 
ment, and imbecility. lf the morbid hiftory of the brain were 
perfedt, we fhould be able, from the hiftory of the ‘various com- 
binations, the duration, and fucceffions of thefe, to infer the in 
ternal change which produces them, The actual ftate of our 
knowledge however is fuch, as to leave us in great ‘doubt and un- 
certainty on this fubet” simon 
he foregoing hiftories fhew how little can be done by art, in 
chronic head-achs, arifing from caufes fo irremediable, even if 
- previoully known; but much greater is the difficulty to which the 
phyfician is expofed when the difeafe is fo truly anomalous as has. 
Ben reprélented. See tet amine theron see ese wwe 


CARDIALGIA. 
<The Heant-Burn. 


1. Defeription.] . This complaint is known by an uneafy fenfa- 
tion in the ftomach, anxiety, heat, which extends fometimes up 
the cefophagus, oppreflion, fainting, inclination to “vomit, a dif- 


charge of clear lymph from t ¢ ftomach. The mind alfo feems 


difturbed; there is a difficulty of breathing, lofs of flrength, cold- 


nefs of the extremities, frequent eruétations, which, while dif. 
charging, alleviate the pain ; head-ach, vertigo, trembling, a weak 
pulte that is intermitting and unequal; the face i pale, yellow, of 
ivid, &c. A greater or fmaller ‘number of thefe fymptoms are 
the attendants of the cardialgia, which aepoasies generally with 
yawyng and liftleffnefs, and at its height tl 


c | he extremitics are cold. 
t does not quit the patient till heat returns into the fect, and is 


often totally vanithes with a copious perfpiration, 


\ 


6° ‘CARDIALGIA. — , 
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The cardialgia mult be diftinguifhed from that Sppretcn and 
“uneafinefs in the {tomach, which is only, the effect of overcharg- 

‘ng it with food, the colic, and a,fwooning. 
“Dr, Cullen ranks it as fynonymous with Dj/pepfia; and confi- 


ders it as atifing either idjopathically, oF fymptomatically, in two 


“ways; firft, from a dileafe of the ftomach itfelf; fecond, from an 
“or e Ae 6) send Sahai Se, iesekiaiadl ohne ak ewe ‘3 ye ane ope fe Fe Peal i. THD: 
 affeGtion of fome:other part, or of the whole habit. “We have, 
_ for this reafon,, noticed Cardialgia under the foregoing head; and — 
alfo,under PyRosis,.or qwater-brafh.. We are affured, however, 
that the latter has only a few of the fymptoms in common with 
Cardialgia, neither are we. fatisfied with the decifion of Dr, Cur- . 
LEN, in this refpeét ; for which reafon we give the difeafe a diftinet 


- ftones jn the gall-ducts, or in the ureters, by fympathy produce 


# 


this difeafe in the ftomach. 


‘ > ae 


érank fhould not be apt to ferment; brandy and water, or water 


we 
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Lime-watery the mineral alkaline waters, and, diftilled water,’ are 
properiforcommon drink Jnaiiiha oc). 16 aslo st oily sob Live rion; 
(If acid juices in the prime vie are the caufe, abforbent earths, 
or rather mild alkaline folutions, will ‘be: the remedies ;and, of thefe 
the mixtura cretacea, magnefia alba with {mall dofes,of the matron, 
aré-elegant and efficacious...) 9.) 20.1. 'y ita ahaa ean ® 

If with acidity the digeftion is weak, befides the magnefia at 


"proper intervals, bitter infufions mixed with mild aromatics will be 


proper, and chalybeates, particularly the rubigo ferri, ‘or tinctura 
Terrmuratie ye G1 Gk eC Md) to JevossAo nA 
« Acrimony of ‘any kind is relieved for the.prefent by cold! water, 
in which gum-arabic is diffolved. If‘the'acrimony cannot be got 
the better of by dilution, we muft endeavour to evacuate it by 
vomiting the patient with camomile tea, or ipecacuahha, | a 


yy ee 


-.. When worms produce it, avoid. all the acrid anthelmintics ; 


’ 


give warm milk, mint;»penny-royal, or any other fimple diftilled — 


waters. Hg. Ot gia ebb Bese 
In hyfteric or hypochondriac cardialgias, light infufions, of the 
bark, with .rhubarb, and fmall dofes .of fixed alkaline dalt ; the 
chalybeate waters, and exercife en horfeback, fhould alfo, if pof- 
fible, be ufed. In hypochondriac cafes, nitre is often ufeful. 
- When a vomiting atends a bilious cardialgia, avoid hot carmi- 
natives, but fupply the patient with fp. ztheris vitriolicus compo- 
fitus, in due dofes, and as frequently as the urgency of the fymp- 
toms requires. * a as ah eee ting - shred Jo. gratis 
- In general, in'any of the cafes of alkaline acrimony, after an 
emetic, a gentle cathartic, or both; acids, fuch as the Sp. gth: 
nitrofi, Acid. vitriol. dilutum, Sp. etheris vitriolici compofiti, di- 
luted with water, or other {mall liquors, are indicated. . 


/ 


BR -sdt produced by falt aliments, warm water thould be drank, and 


much relief; but mild opiates are often to be preferred. 


~* 


4 


after it a litle of any {pirituous liquor. ‘y, Pf emsoey 
If aromatics or high-feafoned food be the caufe, frequent draughts 
-of warm water give the fpeedieft and moft effectual relief. 


When an undue ufe of {pirituous liquors creates this diforder, 


. the bark and vitriolic acids before and after meals, moderate exer= 


eife,; and the! mineral alkaline waters, are the beft means of re- 
COVery.. ‘: iy ‘ 


_. .OWhen flatulence, with a weak ftomach, are the chief caufes, - 


-carminatives, fuch as flor. cham. vel cort..aurant. gfs. ad 3). gives 
ee Violent ‘vomits, draftic’ purges, and cauftic poifons, produce 
this diforder ; and when thefe are its cavfe, give plenty of warm 
“water to’ promote two or three’ difcharges upwards, then milk 


ipptates:. o's vob 


cand water and oily mixtures, with {mall dotes, of fome. warm 


.»Gouty matter in the ftomach, caufing this complaint,.is to be 
-remoyed by zther and brandy, or other warm cordials, taken in 


x 
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much will do, the feelings of the patient alone can determines» 
_. (Medical men have differed as:to the immediate feat of .this dif- 
eafe ; fome acquiefcing in the general opinion, and others contend- 
ing that the ftomach is affected at its lower orifice. » Therqueftion 
is eoreely: worth deciding, fince the remedies are the fame in-either 
cafe. > isi) ee, ta ey by oe Cana ae 
The following cafe thews, that an irritation of the py/orus from 
. mechanical obftruction, will produce this affection. It is entitled, 
** An Account of a Cafe of Scirrhous Pylorus,’’ communicated 
im a letter from Dr. Hasrifon, of Philadelphia, to Dr. Nath. 
Hulme, and read: April 18th, 1796, to. the. Medical Society of 
London.» wp. py PLR Wa ae p75 ais 
_ Mrs. ‘Bowyer, (of Philadelphia, aged 57, had been afflicted 


above a year with cardialgia, flatulencies, a flow fever,: and fre- - 


quent vomitings.| She was not thirfty, her body was opens pulfe 
flow but regular, her tongue fomewhat white, and towards morn+ 

“Sept. 29, 1795,” fays Dr. Harrifon, “ I directed her to take 
at bedtime four grains of James’s powder, which producing no 
fenfible effeét; was afterwards increafed to fix grains, and con- 


tinued regularly until the. 8th of Otober, but without any ad- 


vantage to-her. As fhe laboured under great debility, I then di- 
refted a tonic medicine, confifting of vitriolated iron, myrrh,and 
tin@ture of bark; and, as fhe generally brought up after nourifh- 


ment, which was chiefly water-gruel, a quantity of porraceous: 


bile; I advifed an emetic of ipecacuanha, which operated mo- 


« Oétober 12. She was ordered to take 3 gr. merour. dulcis, 


with 10 grains of rhubarb, which producing no effeét, was re- 
peated the next day fomewhat ftronger, but without effect, being 


brought up by vomiting a few hours after taking it. To allay - 


this laft fymptom, a folution of conferve of rofes, with the addi- 
tion of vitriolic acid and opium, wasalfo tried, butin vam. 

“«&. After this fle became much reduced, living entirely.on wa~ 
ter-gruel, One grain of, vitriolum coeruleum was taken in a’pill, 
but fhortly after rejected with fome feeds of water-melon, fwallow- 
ed the preceding Auguft. This occurred on the goth of Oetober. 
Jmagining that 1 now perceived .an hardnefs of the pylorus, Tidi- 
yeéted a dram of ung. hydrarg. fort. to be rubbed every might. on 


the region of the ftomach, and, for the purpofe of nourifhment, - 
«clyfters of ‘mutton broth to be given three. or four: tymes in ithe | 


‘day, which’ feemed to be beneficial to her, as her pulfe became — 
ftrotiger. In this Mate the continued womiting iup the feedsof — 
melons and grapes, ufing no medicine but the liquor. cornu cervi 


to relieve cardialgia and flatulency, and opium to procure fleep. 


P 
By-a fhameful neglect of -her attendants, the nourithing lyf. 


moderate quantities, until the:ftomach itfelf-becomes warm: how 
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ters, which were het fole fupport, were not regularly given. . 
Delirium, from time to time, fupervened, and the biltous vo- 
_ mitiag Continued. In this manner, with the addition of an aph- 
_ thous ftate of the tongue, fhe remained until the 7th of Novem~ 
Ber, when' fhe died. ibd sit ¥ : 
' “The next morning T opened the body in the prefence of feve- 
ral medical gentlemen. ‘The heart and lungs were perfeétly 
found, the ftomach appeared much enlarged and diftended with 
flatus, containing alfo a quantity of foetid ropy matter. ‘The 
pylorus was feirrhous, and the paflage into the duodenum fearcely 
_ pervious to a goofe-quill. In that paflage two damafcené ftones were 
_ impacted, fo as to clofe it. The liver feermed found, but in the 
| wefica fellea was a gall-ftone of the fize of a mulberry. The pan- | 
creas was enlarged, and the mefenteric glatids indurated. The 
inteftines appeared in their natural ftate.” oe ae 
. Dr. Hatrifon afks, Did not the long-continued praétice of fw 


. lowing fruit fones lay the foundation of this complaint in advanced 


years? We think the affirmative pretty evident; and hope the 
fatal event which attended that vulgar and fenfelefs practice in the 
cafe juft related (as well as many others upon medical record), will 
operate as a warning with thofe inconfiderate perfons who may 
happen to obferve it. : hea . ee 
Many of the remedies prefcribed under Dyspepsia and Pyrosis 
are applicable in this difeafe. | sah ug 
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 t Defeription.] The melene is known by a difcharge of black, 
grumous, vifcid blood, or bloody fcetid matter, from the imteftines 
by ftool, or from the mouth by vomiting; with griping pains in 
the abdomen, a fenfe of great weight and diftenfion in the epigat- 
trium, lofs of appetite, great debility, faintings, and pyrexia ;_and 
fometimes a difcharge’ of fcybala accompanies that of blood per 
anwn. : | ae 
This is the morbus niger of Hippocrates, a difeafe not very com- 
mon, but noticed by the ancient phyficians. Hippocrates, Boer- 
haave, and Van Swieten, fuppofed it to be occafioned by atra- 
bilis. But Dr. Home, in his Clinical Experiments, fhews that it 
is owing to an effufion of blood from the meferaic veflels, which 
_ by its ftagnation and corruption affumes that ftrange appearance. 
the difeafe, he fays, frequently follows hemorrhagy; and thofe, 
of a fcorbutic habit ate moft fubje& to it. It is an acute difeafe, 
and terminates foon ; yet it is not attended with any great degree 
of fever. In one of Dr. Home’s patients the erifis happened on 
the tighth day by diarrhcea; in another, on the 14th, ‘by fweat 
and urine; and a third had no evident critical evacuation. 
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- } i Dekh iy : 
2, Caufes.]] .Blood.effufed into, the,,inteftines from: the. vena — 
portarum, or. meferiac veins; or,. into, the ftomach from the vafa 
brevia, or vena portarum, in general, proceeding from a difeafed ) 
liver. + ans abt tis - OO OE Cer PeC tesa Nc his ree 
.. Cure.| This difeafe is feldom idiopathic, or to be, confidered _ 
as a,cafe.of active hemorrhagy: it ariles mott, frequently: from 
obftrudtions. of fome of the, abdominal vifcera prefling. on the. 
blood: veflels ‘mentioned. above ;, f uppreffion of accuftomed hx- 
orrhoidal. difcharges, or {eurvy,, or other putrid difeafes. If it 


4s attended with evident marks of plethora, and: other fymptoms 


of active. hemorrhagy, bleeding will be neceflary, with all the 
other means, except {trong internal aftringents. The blood mult 
4° RRs Re eh : ga +s ; i , ; bit, Mag ME RIOT eR aS i ee Fs 
be evacuated from the inteftines by gentle laxatives. 
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Pr eet eacs  MeOrts HINO. CGE Bie i: atts ch hee Ree 
“aati e pifinoans in ag. fontan. 3x. ad colat. Zyj. addendo {ub 
iecdametic uteoeil RET PORUOMISS oh ick aioe ne MC eee 
tab wea Bye SA LS fas Ly aby ae bh i eae 4 t a anes isa tte by etek 4. Ai i athe (habe 
dt ah 4 14 Oye AMPs Bee. ae ri 
PRN aue> ws Pa s) . ¥ 
Vel, (No. 431.) ® Ol. ricini Zfs. (in vitel. ov. fol.) Br aaa 


lat ae PS ee 8 f ah 
Vel, (No. 432-) B Pulv. rhab. 9}. 


vel 3tia, quaque hora donec 


edesd 


on te Se tw | 


“Aq, pure Zifs. M. fhault. 0 gay Me 
“Calomel. ppt. gr. iijs M. f. pulv. mane primo 
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Laxative clyfters fhould alfo. be injected. The putrefaction of 
the blood colleéted in the inteftines muft be prevented; for which’ 
urpofe the ‘acidum. vitriolicum dilutum will be very proper, at 


between the laxative medicines, =) ) ce 
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Cold bathing of the. lower extremiti¢s. may. be very ufeful, and 
bark with preparations of iron... ay yee hoe glial et 
The diet fhould be cooling and antifeptic ;> and, port wine and 
water, acidulated, or old hock and water, willbe very: proper 
If it arifes from fuppreffed accuftomed 
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| fes aK evacuations, they mutt 

be reftored 5 if from vifceral obftructions, their removal muft be 

attempted by the means pointed out when treating of them. If 

an att fer es, the general 

putrid diathefis is to he corrected by, the proper remedies, and 20 
all thefe cafes the difcharge of, the blood from the inteftines mult 

» be promoted by gentle. laxatives, aa Mist brid 5 brik [Shine Bas | 


it is an attendant on {curvy or. other, putrid difea 
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The foregoing means are fuggefted by Dr. Temple. Dr. Home 
obferves, that bleeding is always neceflary where the ‘pulfe can 
bear it; nor are we to be deterred from it by a little weaknefs of 
‘the pulfe, more‘ than in the’enteritis.’ Emetics’ are hurtful, but 
purgatives are ufeful. But the mott powerful medicine for check- 
ang the hemorthagy ts the’ vitriolic acid’: and, that this mi; sht be 


"Piven in greater quantity, he mixed it’ with mucilagé of gumiata- 


Bie} ‘by which méans he was enabled ‘to give double the quantity 
he could otherwife hive done.’ ‘The eld bath was tri¢d_in, one 
inftance, but he®could not determiné whether it was of any fervice 
or’not. ‘The’ cure’ was completed by exercife'and the bark.” 

The following abftratof ‘a cafe-of melena, by’ Mr. Key, fur- 
geon, ih London, appears in the ‘Memoirs ‘of the Medical 
~The fubje& of this cafe’ was a man, who had for fome years 
fufféred'much‘inconvenience from abfceffés in the loins, about the 
region of the kidneys, which had been occafionally opened ; pu- 
rilént matter’ had been difcharged with the urine ;~a ftone pafling 


_ into the’ bladder'feémed'to have occafioned thefe fymptoms ; but 


as hé would not fubmit to 'an examination, it was not known with 
certainty till after‘his death. A‘ tumor had ‘likewife formed .on 
thé‘anterior and ‘upper ‘part of the fctotum, which, had terminated 
in fuppuration,and'which, on bethg opened, difcharged a large 
quantity of fetid dark-colouréd pus. — Ae So sh cays IM 

A fhort time previous to his death he was feized with fight 
fhiverings and tremors, which were fucceeded ‘by 'a''very “quick 
pulfe, and a copious vomiting of dark-coloured bile,’ accompanied 


with a fluid refembling blood; his ftools had the fame appear- 


it by his diffolution. ~*~ ; | a 
On diffeCtion, the liver was found of the natural-fize; but in 
appearance it refembled the fpleen, and likewife wanted that 
firmnefs which is ufual in that vifcus; on cutting into it, it had: 
the appearance of ‘a fponge filled with bile and blood.” The gall- 
bladder was twice‘its ufual fize, and filled with bile almoft black.. 
The ftornach and inteftines contained a large quantity of a fluid 


ance; this difcharge continued to increafe till'a. period was put.to 


from the gall bladder through the duétus choledochus.’. A sp 
The kidneys, ureters, and bladder, were very much ‘difeafed 5, 
one kidney ‘was invefted with a very hard flefhy fubftance, which 
was evidently the-effet of inflammation, and readily poimted out . 


fimilar to that hée‘had- vomited, and which had evidently pafled. bo 


- the feat of thofe abfeeffes which had been formed in the loins... 
A calculus.'was found in the ‘bladder, which weighed more 


than one ounce.and a half. The other vifcera were ina héalthy 
ftate. Tk « AEROS HT HH) VIMO CE Se on Le pete MIKA hey “er 
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Lid rt IT AND THE MEANS. oF COUNTERACTING THEIR EFFECTS: rey 


seh of ‘thefe fewe een, totated. of already. he APOPLEXY, 
‘as being of a nature calculated to.produce their fatal effeds on 
‘the brain... We here refume the fubject, and infert. fome. ses 
ant remarks of. different writers on thefe poifons which occafion 
death. in other ways.. On the fubje&t .of mineral poifons, ak 
more immediately on the ftomach,. we extra the. following from 
the late-Dr. Houlfton’s Effay on Poifons. | 


“ The poifans known in Europe,” fays he, 4 « ae cue. me- : 


baieettiyno or chemically, on the prime vie, or on the nervous 
fyftem. . Thus, pounded. glafs has been given, and occafioned cer- 
tain, death, b bringing on inflammation of the ftomach. and. intef- 
tines 5 thus, tie has been given to produce a fatal ftoppage 

the firft.p ; and {trong cauttic alkali,.fwallowed haftily by 
miftake, ok followed by death. The former a€t mechani- 
cally on the parts to which they.attain; the a@tion.of the cauttic 


alkali, thougl chemical, is alfo. only topical ;. and. did 1 it not, even. 
le 


in its paflage. before. it ‘reaches, the ftomach,, produce i irreparab. 
and fatal mifchief, its, power might be leffened by. the mucus it 


met with, by oily or mucilaginous medicines,. by aie airy, oF by. 


means of an acid inftantaneoufly exhibited... 

* te poifons, however, the ‘effects of which. we “are. commonly 
ence p00 to obviate, may. be confidered, under,.the. different 

ads | of the mineral, vegetable, and. animal poifons 5. upon each 
of which, it may. be of ufe to. make. fome few general, obfervations..-~ 
Of the meee the faline preparations of MET EMTs Jead, coppers 
- and. antimony, d,.€, the folutions of thefe metals in different acids, 
arey. WM very fmall dofes, ufeful and powerful medicines 3 3 buts. 


iven in no great, quantity, are aétive. and, virulent. poifons. ; Wher - 


thele have been, taken, it: has. been recommended: to.. dilute. Jargely. 
with swater, to evacuate, by, vomits, and to blunt) their, acrimony; 
by oil, milk, &c.; but no medicine will have fo. immediate and 
beneficial. an effect as.a folution of any alkalis 5 which, | guar’ 
ing with the acid, decompofes the: falt,. and. precipitates the: 
metal in, the form of a..calx, nearly or wholly. inaGive. When 
| pik is. dongs. the former methods may be wled. with anuch greater 
vanta 


Ttis : y prifing, that fo. obvious: a remedy again ‘the ache ok | 


thefé falts, fhould: not have. been, noticed by. Tifloty, 


| Buchan pe other ‘s who have written on the fubject s cfpecially: 3 


as thefe excellent Ane wrote avowedly for the public. In { 
of the periodical works of that period, Dr. Houlfton publithed 
_ the following remarkable cafes, well sissvnicat to byt this de- 
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fcioneg ny to afford a convincing proof of the good. effects: of 
zali as an antidote to corrofive fublimate, which is one of the moft 
_powerful of the metallic falts, and alfo difficultly foluble in water: 
- .and as in one’ cafe it was fwallowed in:a folid form, it. only acted, as 
. lit) diffolved, -gradually .and repeatedly; the violent fymptoms 
eproduced. bys its dolWGOns melee -almoft infantan cons ye ‘to the 
Jalkali. a 

CASE; ext ts 17745 one Jones, a cow-keeper of. ieee, 
“eas convicted at the Lancafter affizes. of: Tet his fifter-in- 
-law,. insrevenge for having.oppofedhim in the fale of fome pro- 
-perty, of right belonging to the children of her fifter, his former 
wife, Underan appearance of -reconciliation he haditreated. her, 
-and-the wife of the intended purchafer, William Athcroft, one 
morning at a public-houfe, with fome ale, which he. himfelf had 
warmed. -He)put {ugar in it, and had repeatedly poured, it back- 
wards and forwards from one.cup into another. ‘The fifter-in-law 
‘went, thence. into the neighbourhood, of \Ormikirk (thirteen smiles 


diftant), where, ina few days,.fhe.died. ‘The coroner could no rer 


attend fo-foon as was defired,: and the. sbody was in:a_very: putri 


vftate when it was opened. ‘In the ftomach were found. fome . 


-fimall, particles-of what was judged to be-corrofive fublimate ; but 
of this. circumftance Iwas not informed till after: the other woman 
_ was- better. 
. Mase Il. 6 Mrs. Athcroft came to me, May: 5s. “anweek after 
cher drinking this ale. . Immediately after the took it,: fhe fet ont 
to ‘go-to: Prefcot (feven miles) part of the way ina earriage;. the 
reft-.on foot...She had.not gone far before. there.came: on .a. vio- 
dent, pain in. her. ftomach, with icontinued vemiting,. and intolerable 
» thirft, fo that. the ftopped. to drink water almoft at each ditch. 
Her- tongue, from ‘her own. account too, ‘was. confiderably fwelled. 
After much. vomiting fhe was fomewhat. relieved.; .but, :to.the 
4ine fhe-applied to me; fhe had continued:to vomit up -every. thing 
fhe took, and complained of a heat.and pain in-her ftomach, at fome 


times tauth. more'violent than: at.others. As :the. feemed: not in 


mich pain then,. and, had vomited frequently, I_only.advifed her, 
‘whenever the was ifick, to: wafh -her.ftomach. -plentifully with 
igamomile tea; hoping that.in.a little time the. vomiting. might be 
_ ghecked. The. account of the death.of the other. woman.alarméd 
cher, greatly (as. they had.drank out- of the fame. cup), andon. the 
~~ gthyin the evening, -fhe was. extremely .ill; her. ftomach»fwelled, 
sand.was violently. painful,. and. fhe. could” ‘fearcely\ fpeak to be 
heard. On confidering the ftory.fhe had told. ‘me, .of :the.. man 5 
-having. put-fugar-in. the ale, .and. beftowed fo.muchpains.in:mix- 
ing it thoroughly, it eccurred to me, ‘that.the. poifon added might 


--be .corrofive fublimate, which, does:,not eafily. diffolye, 


A 


‘aad: that’ fome: of “it having. been, fwallowed undiflolved, might re- _ 


main: in-that ftate enveloped -in:the: mucus,..and. attached. 0. the 
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coats of -the'ftomach; which, as’ it gradually diffolved, dtritatedy 
aiid caufed heat, pain,” and vomiting. ‘In this idea, I gave’ her’a 
few f{poonfuls of a folution ‘of falt of tartar, with a view to dé- 
‘compote the fublimate; and fhe had no fooner fwallowed it than 
“fhe was eafier.’” “A littlewhile after (hie tock a’ vomit, and T caufed 
fdmie' blood to’ be taken"away to guard againft’ inflammation’ of the 
Stomach; fhe was much better the next day, eat her dinner’ well, 
“and did not'vomit ; but on the'gth, at night, the pain returtied with 
great violence, and ‘yielded, as expeditioutly as before, to 'the foli- 
‘gion of falt of, tartar: T now firft heard of there being fomething — 
“found in the'ftomach, of the’ other woman, fuppofed to be fubli- ” 
“mate $ “dnd on queftioning'my patient, Jearned that fhe had always 
been mot reli¢ved when, after feveral efforts; fhe had vomited up 
“a fmall quantity of fomething which, as fhe herfelf exprefied ‘it, ~ 
tiffed like milk’ which ‘had ftood in a brafs pan. © From thefe con- 
curring circumftances, I had no longer doubt of the poifon being, 
‘as T‘had fuppofed it,‘ fublimate ; and from the’ return’ of “the 
fymptoms, concluded that there was {till fome of it retained, 
“whofe folution and action was only very gradual. After repeat- 
ng the vomit, I advifed her to continue conftantly the folution of 
fait: of tartar. ‘This, however, fhe had neglected; arid on the 
“th fhe had a‘freth attack, which yielded readily to a repetition — 
- of the fame means. As her objection to the falt of tartar was its 
difagreeable taite, I orderéd her fome pills, containing each three 
grains of it, which (convinced of the neceflity) fhe did not omit . 
taking.‘ On'the 15th fhe was perfectly well, and'fo continued. 
hy Cask [l.—* On the oth of April, 178 ¢, at one in the morn- 
“gng; a fhip-furgeon, in Liverpool, mixed fix’ drams of corrofive 
‘fublimate ina tumbler glafs of water, drank it, and as fomie re= 
mained at the bottom of the glafs, he rinféd it twice with ‘water, 
“whieh he alfo fwaflowed. Something lefs than ‘two drachms of 
the fublimate remained at the bottom of the glafs; but he cer- 
tainly took about half an ounce. LUE ORO BUS ie OG SE» 
| \6¢' Pe repented almoft immediately of what he had done ; 
drank plentifully of warm water; and three quarters of an hour 
-afterwatds, took three teactipsful of oil.” ‘He ‘foon vornited : and 
‘proper ‘affiftance was expeditioufly procured.” A folution ‘of falt 


of tartar was very judicioufly exhibited, and continued during the 
“day, when it’ was thought eligible to remove him’ to the infirmary. 
His fufferings were great, and ageravated by his anxious deff € of 
life; his difcharges upwards ‘and downwards yery frequent, and 
mixed with'a good ‘deal of Biodti2! ae) Liana PRP hae Re. 
© Jn confultation at the infirmary, the plan’ fixed upon and'pur- 
{ued was,'a continuance of the folution of an ‘alkali occ: fiorially : 


* 


by the mouth, and the fame thrown'up forcibly in a large clyfter; _ 
‘and, in like manner, the tinctura thebaica : neither of | which, — 
however, were long-retained: For the latter, the’ opium in ‘fab-— 
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ftance was-fubftituted.; and for the alkaline falt (the next day) the 
calcined magnetia : ‘for he manifetted a repugnance to the folution 
of falt of tartar, folely on account of its naufeous talte ; and it alfo 
feemed to caufe fome irritation of the ftomach, which was foon | 
followed by vomiting; difagreeable fenfations, no doubt, but of 
little confequence, and f{carcely meriting attention, where the 


- objet is of fuch magnitude. Nor is it at all probable, but that the 


fame, and even greater degrees of pain and irritation, muft have 
arifen from the mere action of the fublimate on the ftomach, 7 
proportion. as it difflued; which action would be prevented and 
counteracted. by the alkaline folution, was it retained only for a 
moment. pihhy CMe 

“-On a further folution of the fublimate, a freth exhibition of 
the alkali becomes neceffary; and there does not feem.to be any 
qvell-grounded objeion,to its ufe under fo fore and tender a ftate of 
the ftomach ; fince, contrary to all reafonable expeCtations, in lefs 
than a week (having in thirty hours taken near 4v. of the, alkali) 


4 he got perfectly well, and, notwithitanding fome heemorrhagy, did 


not feel any degree of uneafinels in the ftomach or bowels.’ 
The following account ef the good. effects of alkaline falts in 


_ counteraéting the poifon of corrofive fublimate, appeared in the 
_. Medical and Phyfical Journal, communicated by. Dr. Evans of 


IFS =e So. ae 
Fee see, 


Ketley. | 

_ & April, 17, 1796, John Podmore, a healthy young man, about 
twenty-five years of age, the fon of a farmer in this neighbour- 
hood, had an eruption upon his {kin that was fufpected to be the 
itch ; in confequence of which he was adviled by his fifter to buy 


iq three pennyworth of corrofive fublimate (hydrarg. mur.) and two 


ounces of Glauber’s falt. The: fublimate was to be diffolved in 


“water, and applied as a lotion to the. parts affected, ' and the falts 


to be taken in the morning fafting. ‘Lhe young man being totally 


unacquainted with the articles he had purchafed, made ufe of the 


mercury inftead of the falts, putting about one half of the quan- 


_, tity he was. poflefled of into a large cupful of warm water, {lirring 
it about for fome time with a fpoon, and then drank it. Fortu- 


-nately for him a confiderable portion of the fublimate remained | 


~~ undiffolved in the bottom of the cup. The quantity fwallowed 


_(from what; was left) I fuppofe.to. have been not lefs than half a 


drachm. After this he took a walk into the fields ; where, find- 
ing himfelf {eized with a violent ficknefs, vomiting, and griping, 


it was with fome difficulty he returned home. The family, obferving 


him fo extremely ill, were much. alarmed ; which induced his 


mother to examine the’ fhelf on which the falts and fublimate had 


_. been. depofited, when, to her great concern, fhe difcovered the 
miftake He had made; on which I was defired to vifit him as 


: 
‘ 


. Joon. as pofible, it. being then near two, hours after he had taken 
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the poifon. The moment I was informed of the young man’s 


unfortunate fituation, two cafes of the efficacy of alkaline faltsy 


adminiftered on a fimilar occafion, publifhed in the fixth volume — 4 


of the Edinburgh Med. Com. by Dr. Houlfton, occurred to me. 
{ immediately direfted half an ounceof falt of tartar to be dif- 
folved in eight ounces of water; of this folution he took a large 
table {poonful, which afforded him much relief, by abating for 2 
fhort time thé violent pain in his ftomaeh ; he afterwards took an 
emetic, which operated powerfully. Notwithftanding which, he 


had frequent returns of the pain, which extended through the — 


whole courfe of the inteftinal canal ; but was as often relieved by 
the alkaline folution, which he took occafionally for feveral days. 


On the 18th, a purging draught was adminiftered, and at night an — 


opiate. This day his tongue began to fwell, a cold fweat ‘broke 
out all over him, accompanied with a flow and feeble pulfe, 2 
trembling of his limbs, and a total debility of the whole fyftem. 


20th, Continued nearly the fame, the opiate having procured but — 
little reft; feveral large puftules of a livid hue: appeared upon his | 
face and breaft. 21{t, A copious ptyalifm came on which con-_ 


tinued for many days. The inteftinal canal was affected quite to _ 
-the anus, from which oozed a corrofive ichor, that excoriated the © 


external parts, and rendered them fo fore, that it ‘was with diffi- © 
culty he bore clyfters of olive oil and milk to be inje€ted, which I | 


-diteéted to be adminiftered twice a-day, in order to lubricate and 
wath the parts from the acrimonious dilcharge, as well as to empty 
‘the inteftines of any feces that might be retained in them. 23d, 
The pain of the ftomach and bowels being confiderably abated, 
‘Tordered him a decoction of Peruvian bark, with the addition of 
Huxham’s tinGiure of the fame, and chalybeate wine, to be taken 
three times a-day. ‘This plan was purfued till the 29th, taking 
opiates every night ; but they did not afford him that relief 1 ex~ 


pected, for he got but little reft until the falivation left him, which — 
happened on the 28th. From that day his appetite: began to 
mend, and his ftrength gradually returning, he ‘difcontinued his 


medicines. 


‘ During the whole of his illnefs he was fupported ae 


gruel, and chicken broth:  Notwithftanding ‘that, he was more 


* reduced both in bulk and ftrength, than any patient T ever. faw, in: , 


“fo fhort a fpace of time. Had the alkaline folution been adminif~= 


tered immediately after the ‘poifon was taken into the ftomach, 
~ there: is’ little doubt but the decompofition of it would have been. 


. more effe€tual, and the patient’s fufferings in’ confequence of ‘it 


confiderably alleviated.” 


We fee, then, that with refpect to mineral poifons, here id) gh 
rational ground of hope, that, by a proper management, they may 


‘he decompofed, their effeéts counteraéted, and the'danger refult~ 
ing from their exhibition guarded againft and prevented: With 


~ 
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tegard to the poifon of arfenic, however, it has been obferved that 
the alkali is not fo obvioufly beneficial; though, as far as we know,-.. 
the exhibition of that is a: means as. promifing as any to prevent - 
fatal confequences. Paes ey Pe ak Cee 
Dr. Houlfton fays, “ In all cafes of poifon, it is prudent imme- : 
diately to give a folution of an alkali, followed by a vomit. If 
the poifon be of the mineral kind, an alkali, either fixed or yola- . 
_ tile, will probably decompofe it, and precipitate the metal'in a- 
form nearly inoffenfive. It will have this effe€t on the fugar or 
extract of lead, emetic tartar, or any metallic falt. Or if- the 
- poifon be arfenic, Newman obferves, that alkalies will very plenti- | 
, fully diffolve it. And if fo, as it is difficultly foluble in water, a 
powerful vomit will then fucceed, the better to difcharge it. Whe- 
ther /ulphur exhibited in any form, might leffen the active proper-_ 
ties of arfenic, is not clear. We at leaft know, that thefe two, 
when chemically wnited, are not poifonous. Should the’ poifon 
happen to be of the vegetable clafs, an alkali can be of no differ- 
+ vice, nor interfere with the other means of remedying by evacua- 
tion; nor yet by the fubfequent ufe of acids, fo ftrongly infifted 
_ on by Tiffot, as counteracting the effects of narcotics ; fince acids 
given together with alkaline falts, are pronounced to be attended . 
with great fuccefs in this cafe by Dr. Mead and others. ut. 
To fupply the omiffions of thofe popular writers on a fubject 
» of fo much importance, might not the following directions be 
given? ‘ When fymptoms of poifon appear, mix a teafpoonful 
~ of any of the following articles ;—falt .of tartar, falt of worm- 
wood, pearl-ath, or pot-afh, with half a pint of water; and of this 
let one half be given to the patient immediately, and the other in 
a hort time afterwards.’ _ It will fometimes give great relief, and _ 
- the vomiting will ceafe. The latter, however, is ftill to be pro- : 
- moted; and if it does not return on drinking warm water, &c, 
after waiting a while, it will be proper to give a vomit of ipeca- 
cuanha; or if that is not fufficient, one ftill ftronger. After 
each vomiting, a dofe of this folution of falt of tartar fhould be . 
_ given, and it may be repeated every two or three hours, efpecially © 
if the pain of the ftomach returns. It fhould be continued too in 
{mall dofes for fome time after the fymptoms difappear. If none 
of thefe falts are at hand, a little wood afhes mixed with boiling 
water will anfwer the fame end, fuffering them to ftand till they 
- fettle, and pouring the water clear off, or filtering through linen. 
. By tafting it the degree of faltnefs will determine if the folution 
be ftrong enough; if itbe not difagreeably pungent, it may be given.”. 
~The doétor mentions an inftance of a child, at Liverpool, which 
got at fome Facob’s-water, an arfenical folution, fweetened, and 
_ placed there to poifon flies, and drank fo much as to occafion~its 
b ‘dying the'day after) ‘convulfed. ©. 6/2002 2 i 
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. The following cafe of a young woman who poifoned herfelf in 
_the firft month of her pregnancy, by Mr. Ogle, with an account 
of the. appearances. after death, by the late Mr. Hunter, were com- 
- municated to the fociety for medical and chirurgical information, 
by Mr.Home, in i794. * ate 3 | 


fe ee 
_ & Mary Hunt, fervant to a gentleman ‘in Charlotte-ftreet, Bed- _ 
-  ford-fquare, twenty-five years of age, had for fome time fhewn a — 
partiality for one of the footmen in the fame family. She became 
all at once exceedingly dejected, which was fuppofed to proceed 
from his neglecting her; and on Thurfday, the 19th of April, at. 
twelve o’clock at night, took half an ounce of white geen ; 
immediately afterwards drank a quart of wine; about one o'clock | 
fhe had fo much pain. in her ftomach as to be obliged to call for 
ailiftance.. ; cy a mena t 
“The fymptoms were excruciating pain in the ftomach, ficknefs, 
‘vomiting, exceflive thirft, and a fmall tremulous pulfe; thefe were 
followed by pain in the bowels, and feveral purging ftools. 
«¢ She drank brandy and water, wine and water, .and feveral 
guarts of plain water, to relieve the thirft, and eafe the pain 
Some hours after taking the arfenic fhe became eafier, expreffed a 
defire to. be left alone, being inclined to fleep, and remained feve- 
ral hours in a dozing or comatole ftate, from which fhe did not’ 
recover, and died about one o’clock on Friday, thirteen hours after 
taking the arfenic.. fre 
_. “ Upon infpeCting the body after death, there were found the 
following appearances. Me BaP AS is PAS 
“In the cavity of the abdomen there was an appearance of the . 
effects of flight inflammation on the. peritoneal coat of the {mall 
imtettines. ane snr gulaiaa nae tae 
‘The ftomach contained a greenifh fluid with a curdy fub- 
ftance-in it, in all amounting to about twelve ounces. On the in- 
‘ternal furface'of the great curvature, near the cardia, a portion of 
the villous coat, about the fize of a crown-piece, was partly de- 
firoyed, and- of a dark red colour, with a tegularly defined edge, 
and ‘fome of the arfenic adhering to different parts of its furface. 
The reft. of the ftomach was in a natural ftate. This appearance 
“im the ftomach was an effet produced by the arfenic.” 


Te «There are many acrid fubffances which, though beneficial. as 
«medicines, are converted into poifons by being given largely and 


~ with a mifchievous intention. ‘Thus cantharides, taken internally, 

often occafion a difcharge of blood by urine, with exquifite pain. _ 
“{f the dofe be confiderable, they feem to inflame and exulcerate — 
the whole inteftinal canal; the {tools become mucous and puru- — 


-- Jent, the breath fetid and cadaverous, intenfe pains are felt in the 


lower belly, the patient faints, grows giddy, raving mad, and dies, — 
All thefe terrible confequences have fometimes happened. even 
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_ from a few grains. Herman relates, that he has known a quarter 
of a grain to inflame the kidneys, and occafion bleody urine with 
violent pain. ie es hither siicl id me 
Fatal effeéts are often produced by the methods employed to 


procure abortion. But to purfue the fubject of potfons through’ 


all its pofibilities would be an endlefs tafk, we fhall therefote prbde 
ceed to notice fome of thofe poifons which prefent themfelves: in 
the fhape of ‘food, and of thefe the article of fith is the moft ime 
_ portant. rice ogi! 
Cullen obferves, in his: Materia’ Medica, that ‘¢ fome kinds of 
fith, fuch as eels, falmon, herrings, and, in peculiar conftitutions, 
mufcles, or even lobfters, independently of their putrefcency, give 


a fingular irritation to the fyftem, and, during ‘their digeftion in | 


the ftomach, oceafion a confiderablé efflorefcence on the tkin, fome- 
times partial, at other times on the whole body ; fometimes with 
a confiderable febrile diforder, but at other times with very 
little.” HIRE 

“ The caufe of this deleterious quality in fifh,” favs Dr. Thomas 
in an interefting paper publifhed by the Medical Society of Lon- 
don, ‘‘ has given rife to various conjectures. Some are inclined 
to think that there are two diftin@ varieties of the fame fifh, fuch 
as we obferve in the fprat and cavallee ; but the charaéteriftic 
marks, if they do exift, are fo obfcure, that the oldeft and moft 
experienced fifhermen are conftantly deceived, and though ob- 
vious in the above fith, do not, I think, extend to any other. How 
far a careful and minute examination’ by fome intelligent naturalift 
might tend to elucidate this matter is impoffible to prejudge, The 
difcovery would doubtlefs be attendéd with evident advantages, 
and the inveftigation, though difhcult and tedious, fhould not be 
declined... ::* -- \ } : 

“ Others impute it to copperas banks on or néar which fith 


feed ; but with what degree of reafon, is extremely doubtful, as 


the reality of fuch banks in the Welt Indies has never yet been 
fatisfactorily proved ; and though fith of that defcription are fre- 
quently caught near particular parts of fome iflands, it is no proof 
in fupport of this opinion, as they are often taken at a great di- 
ftance from the land, We fhould befides be led to fuppofe,. that 
all kinds of fifh, taken on the fame banks, would prove equally 
hurtful, as they are all alike expofed to the fame caufes. 3 

- © That it arifes, howéver, from their food, is ftrongly corrobo- 


tated by feveral circumftances ; but what that food is, remains ~ 


yet to be difcovered.. It is a well-known faét that the land crab, 
cancer terreftris, when taken néar manchineel trees, 1s found, par- 
ticularly in dry feafons, at one time fafe, at another poifonous, 


from feeding on the bark or leaves of that tree, in lieu of other 


-nourifhment. The mountain crab is likewife dangerous at parti- 


gular times of the year from a fimilar caufé, The inhabitants are 


é 
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fo fenfible of this, that they never eat them unlefs they have Gest. 
kept in coops.a’ fortnight or three weeks, and putged with the 
phyfic nut leaves. A convincing proof that amphibia may ac- 
quire this noxious quality from their food, without inconvenience 
or. danger to themfelves.. “a ig: 
_- , & When taken off the hook, if the precaution is ufed, to gut 
and falt them immediately, they feldom or never create any dif- 
order. The following facts evidently prove this. ).%. teen ae 
“Mr, Henry Berkley, treafurer of the ifland of St. Kitt’s, is 
- extremely partial tothe baracuta, and never refufés to purchafe 
them-from fifhermen whom he knows, provided they gut and falt 
_ them as foon as they are Ging out.of the water. He has never met 
with an accident fince hé adopted this practice, which is now up- 
wards of thirty years. A fifherman caught fome yellow-bill {prats 
in Halfmoon Bay, and after ufing the above precautions of gut- 
ting, &c. threw the entrails into the fea, for fear of poifoning his 
favourite dog, which acconipanied him in all his excurfions: this 
happened in the morning. He carried the {prats home, and, together. 
with his family, dined on them ; in the afternoon he returned to his 
ufual occupation of catching fprats, and obferving his dog bufyeating 
fomething which it had picked up in the furf, he had the curiofity to 
examine what it was, and found it to be the guts of the fifh thrown 
afhore by the waves. He immediately afterwards obferved his «. 
dog in great agonies, and foon after being carried home he 
died, The above is related from ufqueftionable authority, and 
can be confirmed by the teftimony of feveral of the moft re- 
f{pectable inhabitants of St. Kitt’s.. Another fa&, equally impor-~ 
tant, happened to Mr. Duport, at Palmetto Point. 'Vhis man has 
been a fifherman more than forty years, and employs a number of - 
negroes in drawing feins in different parts of the ifland. They 
one day caught a great quantity of yellow-bill fprats, which, as 
ufual, he forbade his. negroes to. make ufe of, to avoid accidents ; 
‘but, contrary to his orders, they gutted a number of them, and 
threw the guts on a dung-heap in an enclofed yard where he Kept 
his poultry. To his aftonifhment, next morning, he found a great _ 
number of them dead, but, on enquiry, none of his people were 
affected. Mr. Jofeph Rawlins, of the fame ifland, had a negro 
_ poifoned by {prats ; on enquiring into the particulars, he was told 
that the fifhermen who caught them, had made a hearty breakfaft 
on them without experiencing the flighteft inconvenience. The 
following inftance fhews the extreme fubtlety of the poifon. Mr. 
Thomas, of St. Kitt’s, a furgeon, fince deceafed, was defired by 
one of his fervants to examine {ome yellow-bill fprats, which had. 
Jain a few hours in the houfe, as they had a fufpicious appearance; 
on examination he found a number of flies lying dead on the 
bodies of the fith, and on different parts of the table, others half " 
alive were crawling away from deftrugtion as fait as they could, - . 


Me 
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’ though fome of the fame fprats had been confumed in the morne. 
ing by his fervants without any bad confequences. y, Vice 

“ Laftly, the quantity of poifoned fith has been fuppofed more. 
numerous at fome particular periods of the year than at others. 
This, however, is not confirmed by experience, for fome relying 
too much en this circumftance, expofe themfelves to great danger. 
A negro fifherman of Dr. Stevens’ of St. Kitt’s, -accuftomed.to 
eat the yellow-bill {prat when in feafon (as it is generally termed), 
and con{tantly efcaping its poifonous effects, at length grew..fo 
confident that he imagined himfelf proof againft the effects of any 
fith-poifon, and one day requefted from the cook the remainder. 
of the barracuta which had poifoned a Mr. Elliot; his requeft 
was granted, he ate it, and fuffered very feverely for his. te- 
merity. . . oer ae 

«“ ‘This’ poifon does not pervade indifcriminately the different 
clafles of fith found in the Weft-Indian feas; but obferves a 
_ regularity, which, 1 believe, it has never been known to deviate 
from,» however -nearly related thefe fifh may be to one another. 
The black-bill fprat (Aarenga minor) of Catefby, for inftance, is 
always: wholefome, though fo nearly allied to,the yellow-bill, that . 
it requires a very nice eye to difcover the difference. _ The. fifh 
moft to be dreaded are, the barracuta, yellow-bill {prat, cavallee, 
rock-fith, king-fith, {méoth bottle-fith, and lobfter. ag 

“ The barracuta (perca major) of Brown, is fo often poiforious, 
that it is feldom touched, although introduced at table, and by 
- fome accounted a very delicate fifh. It is a very voracious fifh, 
and has been fometimes known to attack people who were bathing 
in the fea. A lefs fpecies, called umbla minor, 1s mentioned by 
| Sloane, who fays, that according to its feeding on venomous or 
not venomous food, it is wholefome or poifonous to thofe that eat 
it; alfo noxious in fome feafons of the -year and in fome places, 
and innocent in others, I fuppofe, according to its nourifhment, by 
which. now and then it acquires fo much poifon.as to kill imme- 
_ diately. . Fag hy. ye che ; af 

“ The yellow-bill {prat, or windward {prat, not noticed by 
Sloane, Catefby, or Brown, is known from the black-bill (harenga 
minor) by the minutenefs of its {cales, and by a ‘yellow {pot.on 
each fide of its head. It is always to be dreaded, and therefore 
is only purchafed by the lower clats of inhabitants, or by people 
of colour. - | 

“© The cavallee (amber) of Brown. ‘Three varieties of this fifh 
‘are brought to market, the bottle-nofe, amber, and green-back. 
The two firft frequently prove poifonous, the laft is always inno- 
cent. | 
_ & The perca marina of Catefby, or rock-fifh. This fith, Catefby 
fays, has the worft charaCter for its poifonous quality of any other 


‘ 


i} 
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ationg the Bahama’ Hands, but whether’ they ate eatable fromm any 
particular places; I know not; many of thefe poiforious fithes being 


not fo when caught in fome places, of which the inhabitants. 
cat give a near guefs, but fometimies they are miferably miftaken: | 


. © The king-fith (xiphias) of Brown, derives its Englith name 
from its fuperior delicacy, but, notwithftanding its high reputation, 
Proves! tow atid thet “pelforiongs 2 8 hos, Ogata a 
« © The fmooth bottlefith (ofracion glabellum) found: in. Kingfton 
harbour, Jamaica, in one inftance killed in half an hour, produc+ 
ing gericral coldnefs, naufea, fupirienefs, and death; by a€tive 
vomits timely adminiftered, fome who had eaten: it recovered, 
Dr. Wright ‘attended the patients, and {tated the fa@ to Mr. 
Honte'in his weekly réturn. ae NG ied ui Se 


_“ The fea lobiter (afacus) of Brown, though cla nong 
fees} TP have’ thought proper to méntion here,’ as’ it is at times 


equally dangerous. 


& pe 
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» «The corfequences attending this poifon are, in general, very 
: ey ; . ; =e 


alarming, and in many inftances fatal A negro of Mrs. Deming’s, 


of St. Kitt’s, died in the moft excruciating agonies from eating the © 


yellow-bill fprat; another negro, on Borryau’s: eftate, whom Dr. 
Stevens attended, died from the famé caufé. 9 


““€ Some ftomachs feem to be more fufceptible of the ation of 
the pojfon than others, and: feel the effe&s of it almoft imme 


diately; the fymptoms in others’ do not appear until two, three, 
é¢ four hours after the accident, and fome efcapé their violence 
altogether. A party of gentlemen mayooning fome yeats ago at — 
Friars Bay, dined on cavallee; all who partook of it were poifon= 


éd, fome fooner, fome later than others; and, if my memory ‘does 
not fail me, two out of the number died in confequetice of it, 


although not immediately. One gentleman, who had’ drank 4. 


large quantity of Madeira wine, felt no other ill effeis from what 


he had eaten, than a flight {welling in his knees. _ This precaution 


however cannot always be depended upon, as a friend of mine was 
feverely poifoned by a lobfter, notwithftanding he had fortified his 


brandy.” . fia 


ftomach with a bottle of old Madeira, and a bottle: of cherty- | 


‘The /ymptoms of jifb-poifon are thus deferibed by Dr. Thomas, 


hey are “ ase nautea, fevere vomiting and purging, tors 
mina, cold fweats, fainting, and, in fome, vertigo: the face in the 
mean. time, becomes highly flufhed, and the eyes inflamed, attend- 


éd with a burning heat, and fpafmodic twitches, which particular — 
ly affect the eyes, the fufferers often complaining that thefe are. 


ready to ftart from their focketg. ‘The burning which is felt in 
the face and eyes is extended to the palms of the hands, the fips 
of the firigers, and over the whole body ; fometimes accompanied, 
and fometimes fucceeded, by a miliary eruption, or by an efflo- 


/ 
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refcence refembling the bite of a bug, but more extenfive. Thé 
pulfe, for the moft part, is hard and frequent. ‘This ardour of 
the tkin, and a prickling in the hands and nofe whén immerfed in 
cold water, are almoft invariable fymptoms of fith-poifon, and 
enable the practitioner to decide with confidence on the nature of 
Me difemMerw i, teat ye mks 

~ The neck of the bladder, urethra; and fphinéter ani, appear 
to fympathize with the fkin, as the patients often complain of 4 
like ardour in thofe parts, with a difhi¢ulty of making water, ftrah- 
gury, and afflicting tenefmus, Onn | (eal 
© When the violence of: the diforder is fomewhat abated, the 
¢uticle begins to fcale off in various parts of the body. In one 
patient whom I attended, a miliary efflorefcence accompanied the 
ardour of the fkin, without any evident defquamation. | 

The laft and moft tedious fymptom, which may be rather - 
eonfidered as fecondary, is an acute and {hooting pain in the arti- 
culations of the knee, wrift, and ancles, and fometimes ih the 
cylindrical bones, with more or lefs fwelling. It is diftrefling, at 
mtervals, for years after every other trait of the diforder has dif. 
appeared, and not unfrequently attended with cedema.” 

+ « This,” fays the doctor, “ is the ordinary courfle of the dif. 
order, collected from a variety of cafes that came under my own 
immediate infpeCtion, all of which terminated happily.. But, un- 
fortunately the iflue“is not always fo favourable; the health of 
fome who efcaped its fatal effects, is often fo much impaired, that 
a foundation is laid for a train of other evils, and a vifit to a 
cold climate is at Jaftzfound neceflary to reftore vigour to the con- 
ftitution. ie on Aun 
1. Phe confequences fhould always be dreaded, and relief ought 
~ tobe given immediately, as it is impoffible to forefee the event 

with any degree of certainty. Much, however, may be learned 
from the different fymptoms, although they are liable to great 
variations, from a greater or lefs degree of irritability exifting in 
the ftomach, from the quantity taken, or from a greater degree of 
acrimony in the poifon; for why fhould it attack fome only 
flightly, and prove’ fatal to others ? 4% oa ; 
ss The afhnity of this diforder to cholera is fo great, that it re- 
quires a confiderable thare of practical knowledge to diftriminate 
them. You mutt be led entirely by the appearance and fenfation 
- of the fkin, as they ate the only and fafeft guides, where no cer- 
tain information can be colleC-ed of the food of the patient, or of 
fhe nature of the fith. It is of the higheft importance to afcer- 
tain this diftin€tion, as a miftake might endanger the life of the 
patient. In cholera, it is the duty of the phyfician to ftop the 

progrefs of the diforder as foon as he can ; whereas in fith-poifon, 
 diicharge of the deleterious matter is the firft intention of ture, 
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and Should, be promoted according to the! eabeecet of. am pa 
BiCNEL 4nHi9} 

Our attention is next direted. to the cure. .'The author lage 
In the cure, of this diforden two. purpofes -are clearly. pointed. 
out, viz..to procure a difcharge of the poifon as {peedily as poffible, © 
and to remove or alleviate the effects that refult from it. The 
#rft can only beafiected by medicines whofe operation is quick ., 
and effective, and of all.thofe I think a preference fhould be given 
tq the vitriolated zinc, which, if timely adminiftered, is alone fuf- 
ficient to obviate the dangerous tendency of the poifon. But, as 
it is difficult to:afcertain whether the whole.of the poifon has been 
removed, I confider it always\moft prudent to give a {olution of 
the vitriolated. natron, | or. fome) other. falt, after the operation of 
the emetic, and con tim le ita long as the different circumftances 
point out its neceility. This .method is pra@ticable in robuft con- 
ititutions, where evacuations may be carried almoft to any lengths 
but, in weak’ delicate habits, the vomiting. and. purging are fo 
fevere, and debilitate the patient fo much, that you are frequently, 

. under the neceflity of prefcribing anodynes, before you are certain 
that the ftomach and inteftines have been freed from their noxi- 
eus contents: the interval of eafe they procure | invigorates the 
fyftem, ; and enables the ftomach to retain fuch medicines a8: are, 

roper to remove the poifon. 

SV 9. effete, the Jecond intention, no ieee rule can. n be. Jaid 
down, as you are to. be, directed by the nature and violence of the 
dymptoms. After due evacuations, if the fymptoms of cholera 
ftill continue, which frequently happens, they fhould be checked. 
by anodynes cordials, and clyfters of water gruel or ftarch,’ swith | 
or without aes om A gentle moifture .of the {kin may then 
be promoted by the ufe of mild diaphoretics; and. here, none, 
anfwers better than the common Dover’s powder, the ardour ,of 
the fkin is ‘powerfully relieved by this medicine... A liberal ufe of 
fome mucilaginons. drink, fhould be recommended as long. as the 
ftrangury remains. . The pains of the articulations are fometimes 
_very obffinate and yield to nothing but time... Relief may never- 
thelefs: be procured by decoctions of guaiacum and farfaparilla, by 
wrapping the parts in flannel, and fometimes from the warm and 
fometimgs from the cold beth: From the beneficial effeéts of old - 
Madeira in the one inftance related, I think it, would not be amifs 
to recommend a liberal ufe of it to fuch as were under a fufpicion 
of being poifoned, where no medicine could be procured, Hor 
where the averfion to medicines could not be overcome ; but it is 
rather a dangerous experiment. The oil of the bignonia is 
itrongly recommended by fome, and frequently adminiftered _by 
ges to people of their colour, but with what fuseels I ‘cannot 
fay » as I never ays it ufled. m 


~ 


us 


‘ 


.& Ag it is of the utmoft importance to be able to diftingtifh 2 
‘wholefome fith from one that is poifonous, it is highly neceffary to be 
adyifed of the means that have been taken to difcover it. When a 
fith is fufpeSted to be poifonous, it isa common practice to hold a 


_ filver fpoon for fome time in the water in which it’ is boiling, and 


if the fpoon be. taken out unfullied, the fifh is reputed fafe ; but 
if the colour be in any manner changed, the ffh is immediately 
thrown away as unwholefome. A) fafer and furer criterion to 
judge by is, to give the entrails of the fith to a dog or other ani- 
mal; if, after fome time, no inconvenience or apparent diforder 
arifes from it, the fifh may then be eaten) with fafety.” » 

Some fay a difcoloration of the inteftines and blood veffels are 
pofitive fignsiof poifon; but Dr. Thomas fays, he can neither 
‘confirm nev. dény this from the want of opportunities, of ¢xamin- 
ing thefe fith, which are either thrown away after their nature is 
known, or elfe eaten before they are fufpected to be poifonous. 
“ It is,” fays he, “ by no means a conftant fign, and therefore 
lefs to be depended upon, as.it may have taken place. in confe- 

"quence of fome change in their economy, fimilar to fome European 
fith. What Du Tertre fays of the teeth of the barracuta is erro- 
‘neous, as it was contradicted by the beft information I could ob- 
fain. ire a 

© Another opinion prevails amongft the fifhermen, that fifh 
without fcales are moft liable to be affeCted by this poifon ;- which 
feems to be the refult of experience, and deferves particular at- 
tention from thofe who mean hereafter to profecute the enquiry, 
as the greater part of the fifth which have been defcribed are defi- 
cient in this ref{pect. fs EM) aah 

© The filence of the feveral gentlemen who have defcribed the 
diforders of warm climates, on the preceding fubject, ‘may afford 


- goom to doubt the exiftence of a poifon in fifh, and to afcribe to 


‘other caufes the effects which refult from it; but though unac- 
quainted with the caufes and nature of this poifon, I may, with- 
out prefumption, fay, that the facts which have been brought for- 

ward in fupport of it are fo ftrong and pointed, that no further 
doubt can remain on the fubje€t. From thefe fame facts the fol- 
lowing inferences may be clearly drawn ; that the poifon‘lies zx 
the inteftinal tube, is affimilated with their food, and. circulates 
without any detriment to the fith; that its effects are, in general, 
more deleterious to animals than to man 5 and laftly, that the 
longer the fith remains out of water, the more violent the poifon: 
becomes ; but whether the procefs of putrefcency, which is rapid 
in the Weift Indies, adds a greater degree of acrimony to the poi- 
fon, or whether it is the conféquence of tranfudation, mutt be left 
to be determined by future obfervations.” ; 

In the 7th volume of Medical Facts and Obfervations, page 


289, Dr. Clarke_of Dominica, in a etter to Dr. Simmonds of Lon- 
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don, obferves,  Capficum (Cayenne pepper ) has been known, long 
ago, to poffefs the power of preventing or counter-adting the pois 
fonous effects of fifth.” He adds, “'This fith poifon feldom de- 
ftroys life entirely, except the deadly poifon of the yellow-billed 
_ fprat, as it is called, which kills very {peedily ; but thofe who have 
eaten of the other kinds of poifonous fith, are frequently reduced 
‘to the laft extremity by vomiting, and life is almoft extingnifhed 
before ftimulants can take effet.” : BS TREN 
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 “uxDOLOR FACIEI; the Face-ace. 


 Fothergill ; Obfervations on the ufe of Hemlock; in Medical 
~\ Obfery. and Inquiries, Vol. TH. &c. or in Fothergill’s Medical 
- «and Philofophical Works; ed. 7. Eilict. London, 1781, p. 
3153 of a painful affection of the face, ibid. p/ 4273 and Me- 
dical Obfervations and Inquiries, Vol. V.> Davidfon; in 
Duncan's Medical Commentaries, Vol. V.1792. Blunt ; - 
Med. Obferv. and Ing. Vol. V. adelaide Wei denied “en 
~ Rabn; Mufeum der Heilkunde; i, e. Mufeum of Medicine, _ 
Vol. 1s. Aepli; ibid. p. 302: \ Sauter ; ibid. alfo. Tiffot and 
Poblen. Richts ; in Sabatier Traite Compl. d’Anatomie, T.. 
HIE pi gg2. . : benik scat alraa 
| rnin fivt in Blumenbach’s Medicinif{che Bibliotheck ; 1. ¢. Medi- 
+ eal Library, Vol. I. (a periodical work, that is now difcon- 
tinued); in his Contributions to Practical Medicine (in German), 
Vol. 1.1797; p. 382-—398. Vol. II.-1798, p. 92; feq. Hufe- 
_tand’s Praétical Journal, Vol. TX. No. I. conf. Medical and 
Phyfical Journal, Vol. UL p. 575. Selle; in Neue Beitrage, 
€c. i.e. New Contributions to Natural and Medieal Science, | 
Vol. Tp. 27, &c. Vogler Blumenbach’s Medical aie a8 
Vol. IL p. 506. Lhilenius; Medicinifche-und Chirurgifche 
“ Bemerkungen ; i.e. Medical and Surgical Obfervations: Franck- 
fort, 1789, p. 283. Bchmer ; in Blumenbach’s Medic. Libr, 
Vol. HE. 1p. 315 —336. Baldinger ; in his. Medical Journal, 
Mol. IL p. 7. | Leidenfroft and Gunter; in ‘J. G. Forfimann 
_ Differtatio de Dolore Faciei Fothergilli; Duifburg, 1794, 4to. 
~ extra€ted in Tode’s Medical Journal (in German), No. TI, 
Vol. I. Richter im ‘his Surgieal Library, Vol. XI. p. 135, 
(in German.) ee C1) TESA ae 
| Degener, loc. citat. Van Wy in Verhandelingen uitgegeven 
~ door het Zeeuwfch Genootichap der Wetenfchappen te Vlif- 
fingen, Dec. VIL. 1782; i, e, Tranfactions of ‘he Society at. 
- Viifingen. Vol. VII. A RC 9 oe 
André, loc. citat.. Sauvaces; Nofologia Methodica, under the 
name of Tri/mus Dolorificus, Clafs IV. Ord. 1, Gen. 2, Spec, 
. 14. Bonnard; Journal de Medicine, 1778, month, July, . 
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Lavagan ; ibidem. - Thouret ; Mémoires de la Societé Royale 
de Medicine, a Paris, T. 1, 1776,,T. 3, 17795, T- 5,.1782 
» and 83. Journal Encyclopedique, m. April, 1777. Gazette 
_ Salutaire, No.73. confer. Ricurer’s Chirurgical Library, 
Vol. Il. in.German. | dadry ; Mem. de la Soc. Roy. de Me- 
 dicine, T. 1. 1776, T..V. 1782 and 83. Louis ; Gazette Sa- 
lutaire, A. 1776, No. 36., , Guerin; Maladies des Yeux. 
Pujot ; ‘Treatife on, that difeafe of the face, which is named 
the Tic Douloureux,. tranilated, from the French into Ger- 
man, by Dr. Schreger, 1788... Spielmann ; Gazette Salutaire, 
1791. Petit and Laugier; Journal de Medicine, in July, : 
1793. Waton; ibid. 1793, March,.No. I. - 


e 


_ This dreadful difeafe, which is commonly ftyled the Dolor Faciez 
of Fothergill,* on account of its being fuppofed to have been firft 
mentioned by that practitioner, was before known, in the year 
1756, to Mr. Andre, furgeon at Paris, who accurately defcribed 
it under the name of fic, and explained it with feveral.obfervations. 
Mr. Siebold, however, traced the hiftory of this diforder further 
back, finding that, in 1724, it had been treated by John, Hart- 
mann Degener, practitioner at Nimmegen, whofe excellent obfer- 
vation and defcription of that affeétion is communicated in the 
firft volume of Aéta Nature Curiofpr. (de dolore quodam perraro 
acerboque maxille finifire partes occupante et per paroxy/mes recurrente, 
_p. 347). This practitioner even {uppofes, that Lawrence Baufch, 
phyfician at Schweinfurth in Franconia, prefident and founder of © 
the Societas Nature Curioforum, died of this diforder in the year - 
1665, according to the annals of that fociety. ‘The patient felt for 
four years a very excruciating pain in the night maxilla, fometimes 
growing lefs, and then cealing 5 but, at laft, it mcreafed to fuch a 
a degree, that he became unable to {peak or to fwallow, and not- 
withftanding all poflible remedies, died emaciated, and with a 
palfy on the left fide. There exifted alfo, Obfervations on this 
difeafe by Dr. Daniel Ludwig, in the year 1673.—Mifc. Nat. Cur. 
Dec. I. Ann. III. Obferv. 252, de dolore fuperciliari acerbiflimo. _ 
The Dolor Facici may be called analogically (otalgy, odontalgy, 
&c.) profepalgy, as it undoubtedly belongs to the topical pains 
without fever; and this name feems, befides, to be congruous with 
refpeé to the feat as well as to the. origin and kind.of pain. The 


_ * Doloris Faciei, morbi rarioris atque atrocis obfervationibus illuftrati, 
adumbratio Diatribe I..qua exercitationes clinicas in nofocomio julizo.ha- 
‘bendas indicit G. Ch. Sebold, Dr. Med. Prof. Wirceburgi, 1795, pp..22» im 
4to-—Diatribe II. qua pro capeffendo in illuftri inclyta et ornatiffima fa- 
cultate ‘medica'loco et dignitate ad orationem die xxix Jul. 1797, publice 
celebrandam ‘invitat. pp. 23, in 4t0, Tranflated in the Med. and. Phyt- 
Journ. No. XXX. . . tans | “ 


» 
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feat of the difeafe has been thought to originate in the fecth, bue: 
éven drawing of them proved to be of no effect. ‘It is obferved 
by Dr. Fothergill, that’ the difeafe generally appears about the 
fortieth or fiftieth year of age, a period in which people are not 
much fubject to tooth-ach; and though feveral patients faffered 
tooth-ach at the fame time, yet others were quite exempt. The 
antrum Highmorianum is equally affigned as the feat of the difeafe, 
but without any probability, as it feems impoffible-a pain fo fevere, 
and lafting for fo long atime, fhould take place there, without pro~ 
ducing fome change, inflammation, and fuppuration, which, never 
was the cafe sail the inftances of that painful affeCtion, accord- 
ing to what we’find recorded in the annals of medicine; teeth were 
drawn out, and Ga ana into the antrum, without ever per-. 
ceiving any matter to iffie thence. ‘The pain generally extends itfelf .. 
to the jaws, a circumftance which is to be afcribed to the diftribu- 
tion of nerves. ‘The difeafe, luckily, occurs fo feldom, that even 
phyficians ofthe moft extenfive practice never had an opportunity 
of obferving it: we find it, however, mentioned by practitioners 
of all nations, except the Italians. Dr. Fothergill met with fix- 
‘teen initances of it; Dr. Thilenius, a German phyfician, faw it but 
twice during’a moft extenfive practice of twenty years; Dr. Aepli, 
a Swifs phyfician, only once in twenty-feven years. ‘The follow- 
ing exhibits the literature of different nations on the above difeafe. 
-Fothergill obferved, that this diforder moftly attacks women, but | 
Degener and others faw it in men. Mr. Siebold met with three 
un{tances in the female fex, and one in a man: it feems, however, 
to occur more frequently in women than in men, and thé propor- 
tion is’ about five to four. It is remarkable, that the fubje@ts of 
the difeafe in England: were moftly women, in the proportion of 1. 
to 145 and in Germany moitly men, in the proportion of 21 to 13. 
On reviewing the cafes mentioned by different authors, we obférve 
that they were for the moft part confined tothe period of age be- 
tween the thirtieth and eightieth year ; and inftances of the difor- 
der being met with at an earlier period of life have but rarely oc- 
curred. ‘The German tranflator of Dr. Fothergill’s works relates. 
a eafe of a young lady, nineteen years of age; and alfo Dr. Leiden- 
froft a fimilar inftance .(Difert. fupra citat.).. Dr. Rahn; Prof. 
Weidmann of Mentz, and Prof. Siebold of Wurzbourg, are the 
only perfons who’have obferved this diforder in pregnant women. 
‘The patient of Prof. Weidmann was attacked by the pain a 
month before her delivery: evacuants were fruitlefsly ‘employed, 
but fhe was cured by opium and bark. Dr. Seibold’s cafe is very 
remarkable, on account of the pain ceafing entirely during preg- 
nancy, a circumftance that feems to prove the great power which 
the body. enjoys in this ftate, of refifting feveral difeafes, a remark 
already made by Hippocrates (de internzs affectionibus, cap. 535: ed. 
chart. t, vili..p. 677), who tells us that a dolor ifchiadicus difap- 
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ptated during the period of pregnancy, which, however, recurred 
twenty days after the delivery. Dr. Sauter faw this painful af 
feCtion difappear during a putrid fever, and Dr. Selle in an inter-- 
mittent fever, both which cafes it returned after the-fevers were 
cured. It feems not improbable, but that this diforder may be 
endemical, and even epidemical; at leaft the difeafe has not been » 
more frequently obferved than at Claufthal, the capital of the 
Hercynian mountains; and in the mountainous country of Salz- 
bourg, it is not at all rare... Mr. Andre remarks, that in a very 
fhort time he met with eight or ten cafes of this diforder, whereas 


he had not a fingle one afterwards during a period of twenty-feven 


years. . ' 
This .affe€tion ‘feems not to be peculiar to.a particular temper 
and habit of body, but attacks people of very different conftitu- 
tions fuddenly and unexpectedly: its duration is extremely long, 


as it may lait for many years without doingrany evident harm to 


the whole’ conftitution, or without terminating fatally in an im- 
mediate manner. A woman fuffered this painful. affection from 
her nineteenth year to her eightieth, and got rid of it but thortly 
before fhe died. In other cafes, however, the ditiorder emaciates 
and deftroys the body, particularly for want of reft: the difeafed 
fide of the face is frequently disfigured, and perfons fubjeét to this 
affeGtion receive, as it were, a double profile, of which Prof. Bal- 
dinger relates’a curious inftance in his Medical Journal, volume 
‘i. No. 7. | nn , 
Although many fymptoms of this diforder are of the fpafmodie 
kind, yet we have more reafon to think it to belong'to the clafs of 
cconvulfive diforders, and it is therefore erroneoutfly called trifmus 
dolorificus, after Sauvages and Pugol, becaute the vehement con- 
tortions do not occur in every patient, and may,. moreover, be 


_ yather confidered as conamina nature medicatricis, and efforts by 


which the patients endeavour to relieve themfelves from pain, for 
which purpofe they likewife rub the part with much vehemence: 
/A difficulty of fpeech and of fwallowing are obierved in fome 
‘cafes, probably from the diftortions of the mufcular fibres that 
are fubfervient to this purpofe. A confiderable falivation’ carte. 
‘on in another inftance, where the patient became almoft hectic 
but Mr. Siebold attended a patient whofe falival excretion was 


entirely fupprefled ; another fubject of that diforder had a yety 


much {wollen glandsla Warthoni, from which a fcetid and puru- 
lent matter iffued. The eyes remain fometimes dry, and it is net 
always that the pain forces out tears; fometimes they becorie 
red and humid. In fome patients a rednefs and heat of the'af- 
feted part precedes the paroxyfm of pain, of which phenomenon 
“a curious inftance is related by Dr. Rahn, where the heat was io 
intenfe that it could be felt at fome diftance. Other fymptoms 
frequently to be yemarked in patients of this kind are, an intumet- 
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cence af the belly,-a torpor of the inteftinal fap and an obftinate 
coftivenefs, which are probably owing to a fpafm of the aervus 
Sympatheticus magnus, that is intimately connected by anaftomofis — 
with the fifth pair, an opinion which agrees alfo fomewhat with — 
analogy, as we do not rarely obferve, that if the cheeks, or the 
cheek-bones, are any way affected, the liver is alfo difeafed : thofe 
_fymptoms ought, therefore, to be rather confidered: as. merely 

fecondary, and arifing per con/en/iun, than as the caufa primaria of 
the difeate. It has been obferved in one cafe by Dr. Lentin, that 
when the belly began to {well, the pain foon after difappeared ; 
and in another cafe it was greatly diminifhed by it, which fymptom : 
feems to prove that the morbid matter is depofited on the in- 
teftines : it_deferves, howeyer, to be afcertained by further obfer- 
vations. It isremarkable,/that in a cafe of Dr. Siebold, the pa- 
tient had a partic ih for fweet things, which iar gentle- 
man is inclined to afcribe to.a depravation of tafte, occafioned by 
the affeCtion of the neighbouring nerves, or to an obftruCtion of 
the liver, in which this fymptom fometimes occurs. The pulfe 
was often full, flow, and foft, during the paroxy{m, and at a | 
times it decreafed ten beats at every return of the bein : 

The feat of the pain has been obferved, Ae ; 

1,0 fome fingle part of the face, viz. at the imner canthus of the 
eye; Fothergill ; ; in the orbita, the fame; at the Supercilia of the 
right. eyes Pugol; in the jaw-bone, Fothergill; in the joint of the 
jaws, Selle,’ Pugol;,in the mawilla inferior, at the paflage ‘of the 
nervus inframaxilaris, Lentin; in the offa tempor itty Fothergill ; 
in the aervus infraorbitalis, Albinus and Van Wy; in the ala "ah 
Vogler, ‘Thouret 5:at the margin of the tongue, Lentin. __ 

2. In one half ie the face, Fothergill. _ | em 

3. In both cheeks, Pugol, _' 

4. In both fides. of the maxilla inferi tor, at the exit of the. nerve. 

5..dn the whole head and face, Lentin.. . ag 

6. In one foot, Lentin. (See Med. and Phyf. Journal, vol.li. 575.) . 

The head and face are particularly expofed to -this painful af-. 


fe&ion, on account of the quantity of nervous fibres that every- - 


where fpread over the furface of the head. ‘The pain effentially » 
differs from any other that. occurs. in the various» parts of the 
human body, though it may, in fome meafure, be compared with, 
the, dolor ifchiadicus of Cotunni. Dr. Lentin derives its origin 
from the medulla oblongata; and Prof. Siebold like wife. thinks it 
may originate in a part remote from’ the affected: place, in the’ 
ganglion. Gaferi.; others have derived it from the bones; but we | 
‘fill’ want anatomical obfervations for’ afcertaining. the Brepe 
Source of the pain. 

Remote caufes.| The caufe predifponentes of the diforder appear 
,to be, 1. Violent blows and contufions of the above parts, Andre. 
2. Cicatrices, ene 3 ‘Preceding tooth-ach. 4, Too. great 


} 
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tendernefs of the fkin; but the diforder occurred in perfons whofe 
fkin was by no means to be called tender or foft. 5. Congeftions 


‘towards the head. 


Internal cavfes.| 1. Cancerous acrimony. © Dr. Fothergill firft 
propofed this opinion, whence it has been called by fome authors, 
the cancerous rheumatifn. The cancerous nature of the difeafe 


teems to be confirmed by the following arguments: 1. There is - 


no other caufe to be difcovered, but that it is owing to a cancerous 


poifon. 2. It moft frequently occurs in women, who are particu- 


larly difpofed to cancers. 3. It generally appeared at the period 
of the ceafing menftruation, or when they were paft the time of 
menftruation, where a particular tendency to. cancer takes places 
4. The kind is exceeding fimilar to that occafioned by a cancer. 
5. Both diforders have much analogy in their preceding fymptoms. 
6. Four women fuffering this affection, had the /cirrbus mammarum 
es 7. Lhe effect of hemlock in this ‘difeafe, which is 
ikewife mucl, praifed in cancers. 3 , 
Adverfe arguments.) 1. The difeafe is not at all uncommon in 
men, where cancerous acrimony could not be. traced as well as in 


‘many women. 2. Menftruation did not always ceafe in fome pa- 


tients, but they became even pregnant during the difeafe. 3. The 
cancerous poiion eafily attacks glandular parts; but we feldom 
find them altered, indurated, or painful in the neighbourhood of 


_ the pain. 4. There is no inftance of the Dolor Facici having ter- | 


minated in a cancer of the lips or of the cheek. If it did, how- 
ever, arife from a cancerous acrimony, it fhould be more fre- 
quently obferved in men than women, becaufe the cancer labiorum 


_ is oftener obferved in the male fex. 5. ‘The parts difpofed to cancers 


have been frequently irritated by the perfons who had the Dolor 
Faciei, without ever producing fich an affeQiion. 6. It is not pro- 
bable that the cancerous acrimony fhould remain ‘fo long at a. 
place fo fenfible, without manifefling itfelf in a general way. 
» ‘Yhefe arguments are indeed of fome weight, to make us. bee 
lieve that a cancerous poifon is by no means the only caufe of 


that affection, nay, that it is not even to be confidered as a chief 


eaufe of it. 
2. Arthritic matter. Almoft all the authors who have treated 


on this fubject, agree in affigning this, as the proximate caufe of 


that diforder, but partiularly Dr. Leidenfroft.. Dr. Degener is 


_ likewife of this opinion, having obferved at the affected place a 


tumor fimilar to that in the joints of gouty people. © Dy. Seibold 
faw, in a patient fuffering the moft violent pains at the Juperctlia, a 
node perfectly like that of arthritic limbs; and Dr. Ludwig fairly 
tells us, that the patients fuffering this diforder became gouty foon 


after. The difeafe feems to have an arthritic origin in the cafes 
“related by Dr. Bochmer and Lavagan, who found the pain difappéar 
- when the ufual arthritic paroxyims returned. Pa erat! 
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3. Exanthematous accimony. Exanthemata have been, obferved 
in this difeafe either in the face itfelf or in fome other part of the 
ody. Mr. Andre obferved miliary eruptions in the face, upon 
the.difappearance of which the pain began to ceafe; but when 
they broke out again, the pain ‘recurred with, the former violence. 
Bonnard and Legavan relate inftances of herpetic eruptions on 
the arm having preceded the diforder ; and the German tranilator 
of Dr. Fothergill’s works faw it appear after a retrograde itch: 
the pain difcontinued when the itch, broke out again, but as foon 
"as it was removed by proper remedies, the pain immediately re- 
rn ifeafe lafted in this way from the nineteenth 


year. of age to the twe nty-feventh. 


Bs Soe acrimony. Menouret and Selle, loc. cit. affign this 
as a-caufe of the difeafe in twoinftances, = 8 = 
5. Cartarchous acrimony. Vogler and ‘Pujol, doc,. citi sp. | 
~. 6, Rheumatic matter. Tt is not improbable that this, is a moft 
frequent caufe of that painful affection, which we find likewife 
confirmed by the authority of experience and obfervation, = 

7. Venereal poifon, MM. Seibold is not inclined to admit this as a 


caufe of the above difeafe, becaufe the venereal pain is always fe- 
verer in the night ‘than in the. day, without. intermiflions, and 
feems\to be more, feated in the bones than in the mufcular and 
“nervous parts. We haye, befides, no obfervation of the venereal 
poifon beimg affigned as the caufe of that pain, if we except, Mr, 
Waton. ( Fournal de Medicirie, 1793, month of March.)* It has - 
been, however, obferved, that the difeafe was fuccefsfully treated 
with mercurials ; but this can by no means ferve as an argument 
for the venereal nature of the diforder, = eos See 
8. Preceding ferous profluvia Jupprefed. . Dr. Lentin relates|a cafe 
in which ‘a purulent falivation preceded the pain, by the appear- 
-ance of which, thé paroxy{m of the pain became lefs vehement ‘and 
_ fhorter: in another cafe the pain fucceeded a running of the ears 5 
vand Dr. Thilenius faw a patient who -had a ‘kind of gonorrhcea _ 
previoufly to the pain, which began to run again as foon as the 
pain had ceafed. By meine act Te Poa ek a Ag 
~ Van Swieten (Commentar, in Aphorifm. Boerhaav. §.757). and 
Davidfon (dec. citat.) have obferved-a pain in the face, fimilar to. 
an ague, which, however, eflentially differs, according’ to Dr. Fo- 
thergill, from the diforder we are {peaking of, ‘The patient of 
Van Swieten hada very fevere hemicrania, lafting every day for 
eight hours, which,’ after this time, abated. by degrees.. At the 
firft attack the pain appeared in the place where the branch of the 
fifth pair iffues from the foramen fupraorbitale: in another café a 
topical febrile pulfe was remarked at the affected place: the dif. 
ale was cured. by the bark. ‘The typic character of this pain, 
and the ‘termination of its ‘paroxyfm, with a {trong perfpiration, 
_ dutheiently diftinguithes it from the true Dolor Faciei 6%). og 
‘ ws Bh Toes wt i : f ie eae see: 
| | 
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Cast E Acountry woman, néar fc ty, of a fain habit, had been 
feized with a very violent atid unufu.” pain affecting the canthus 
of the mouth, when the was. ftooping to cut grafs. Having been 
affli€ted: with it’ for'rearly a month, fhe was fo much relieved: by 


» topical venxfeCtion, and Jeeches’ applied behind the ears, that fhe 


could attend to her uftal bufinefs’ till the next {pring, but the pain 
never wholly went’ off. About this time, when fhe felt herfelf: 
big with child, the pain returned with greater violence: than ever ; 
fhe had feveral’ teeth drawi out, but to no purpofe.' However; 
when a few months of her pregnancy were elapfed, the pain 
ceafed entirely; and’ fhe was luckily delivered of a healthy boy. 
Four months after the lying-in,.the pain attacked her for the third 


time with the utmoft violence, and continued in this way till, the 
- came under the care of’ Mr. Sicbold. Her ftrength and health 


were much impaired, and’ fhe’ had been treated during the whole, 
time with gummi guaiacum, aconitum, and linimentum volatile, 


_ but without the leaft fuccefs. The feat of the pain was not far 
_. from the right’ angle of the mouth, and confined to fo fmall a fpot, 


that it could’be’ covered ‘with the top of a finger, though fome- 
times it reached down to the mawilla inferior... Notwith{tanding 
this, the.{pot was not at'all changed, but perfectly fimilar to the 


' other'fide; the preffure with a finger caufed’ no pain, and only 
_. the glands of the cheek were a‘little fwollen. At the edge of the | 


_ under'lip, ‘not far'from the’ affe€téd’ place, the had a {mall pea 


like foft' tumor, of a blueifh colour, in which, however, the felt 


_ not the leaft'pain’; {mall ‘ulcerations were, befides, perceived at the 


inner fide‘of the'lips, moft probably occafioned by the’ teeth, biting 


i. _ the’ place’ during’ the’ paroxyfm: the niolar teeth were, for the. 


moft'part, wanting: The pain never. returned at a certain time; 
and Jafted fometimes* only ‘a few minutes 3 but at another time, - - 
_ .day* and’ night, with’ equal’ violence; {5 that the patient could not 


fleep for néarly three months. Speaking. or chewing would im- 
mediately excite the’ pain. The mouth became dry during, the - 


_ paroxyfm, and likewife the nofe, and. the eyes began to fhed tears 
, as foon as the’ vehemerice of the paroxy{fm was over: the patient 


endeavoured to mitigate’ the violence of the pain by prefling the 
tongue againft the affected’ place, by*rubbing it with linen, and 
by‘contortions of the mouth and face. The tafte-remiained un- 
altered, except that’ fhe feemed now to like fweet things better 


_ than four’ and’ falt’ vi€tuals, of which fhé had been very fond 


‘ before: fhe became* niore coitive when the difeafe got worfe. 
_ Herabdomen was fometimes fwelled, but without atiy pain: the 


 uriné“of a pale’ colour. In‘her-ydunger years fhe had been much — 


fubje to” tooth-ach ‘and’ fwellings of the cheeks; The plan 


adopted’ for her* ctire“was the following, viz. milk diet, with foft 


eggs, and the following medicine, which fhe commenced on the 
Pith of Oftober, vizs B. Lxtraff cicute, drachm ij. Pulv. herd. 


- 
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cicute, 38. M1. F. pill. pond. gr. ij. ap four times a-day, four 


ills. Bo. Decoét. cort. Peruviani unc. viij Peum-arabic, dr. ij. fyrup | 
de althzea unc. j. Mifce. Take, every three hours, half a teacup- > 
ful. As the pains, however, increafed, and the pulfe became full 
and tenfe, fhe difcontinued the bark. ei ANS 
~ yath. The night very reftlefs and painful; her pulfe is full and 
hard; fkin foft and moift; no ftool fince three days, on which ac- 
count fhe took one drachm and a half of fal polychreftum. — 
13th. A hard ftool; continued the pills, and a decottion of 
hemlock was ordered to be kept in the mouth for fome time. . 
4th. Another-dofe-of the falt for the coftivenefs, and every two 
hours three pills | ae | nes 


isth. A tolerable night; a little fleep; gentle evacuation of 
pituitous matter after adminiftering’'an enema. —- Thee 
' 16th. The pain-continued, on which account an emplaftr. de 
cicut. was applied. wean ma ate a 
igth. The pain had confiderably diminifhed, and even ceafed 
for three hours; coftivenefs; increafed the dofe of the pills to 
one more; confiderable abatement of the pain towards the even- 


Bie ta) 


i rote She had flept very quietly till midnight. Ee ay bh 
~ gift. Some pain when fhe began to fpeak; the ulcerations in. 
the mouth, above mentioned, healed, fkin moift; pulfe frequent 
without being tenfe or hard; five pills at a time. She continued | 
~ in this way the cicuta and the milk diet, till fhe was attacked, No- _ 
vember 14, with a febrile paroxyfm, accompanied with head-ach, 
vertigo, congeftions of blood towards the head, and great anxiety: 
She perfpired at th® fame time fo much, that fhe was obliged to 
change her linen feveral times in the night. ‘Thefe fymptoms, 
however, were removed within four days, by blifters and proper 
evacuants; butinftead of them an abfcefs arofe at the upper arm, 
attended with a copious fuppuration; after which the felt fo much 
relief, that fhe omitted rubbing the affected place; was able to 
. {peak flowly, and to chew without exciting the pain. 
- December 13. From this date to the 21ft of January fhe took 
twice, daily, one fcruple of the powder of valerian, which did her 
much good, the pains abating more and more of their violence, fo 
that it was now thought proper to leave the reft to Nature. On 
January the 25th, however, fome fevere paroxy{ms of the pain 
- returning, fhe was ordered to rub in a mercurial ointment twice 
a-day, which being continued for fome days, the pain began to 
‘ceafe, and fhe felt nothing of it for two days, which continued — 
fo till the was difmiffed, about the middle of February. The ab- 
_{cefs had healed, but it was thought proper to make an iffue near ~ 
the place. Menftruation had not appeared after the laft preg- 
nancy. | ee ra ? dal ee rae 
Case I, ‘The patient was a woman fifty years of age, of a 
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| Ae ; a 
robu{t habit, whofe menftruation had ceafed for twelve years, As 
a cook, fhe had been much expofed to the heat of the fire; 
her face was rather tender, but the fkin relaxed. The pain 
firft attacked her when fhe was wafhing, and rubbing her face 
with a linen handkerchief; it came fo fudden, and with fuch 
violence, that fhe fcreamed. It continued thus, day and night, 


- for a whole year, but it never prevented her from fleep: the pain 


extended itfelf over the whole right fide, running down the tem- 
ples and cheeks, and fhe felt likewife a fingular fenfation on the 
forehead. of that fide (affatio fufurrus). She could open neither 
the lips nor the jaws, without exciting the moft violent pains; but 
a confiderable preffure on the gums, or the external parts, did not 
produce the pain. She had fuffered much tooth-ach from her 
younger years, on which account fhe had all the teeth of the upper 
jaw drawn out. Several years previous to her being feized with 
the tooth-ach, fhe was attacked with fevere pains in the joints of 
the fingers, which fhe fuppofed to have ceafed by venzfection. 
Four years ago a particular eruption arofe on the right arm, fimi- 
lar to miliaria, and a year after, fhe had been feized with fevere 


- pains in the joints of the foot; the eruption appeared again a fhort 
‘time before the Dolor Faciei came on. ‘Thefe painful affections 


in’ the joints, and the miliary eruptions, feem to prove affinity of 
this Dolor Faciei with the gout, particularly as we know, by the 


-obfervations of Butferius and Strack, that topical miliary exanthe- 


meta are frequently owing to arthritic matter. — fees 

Case III. A gentleman, of a full habit and ftrong make, much 
fubject to colds, had the misfortune of running his forehead 
againft a tree, which immediately excited the Dolor Faciei, that 
lafted fixteen years, extending to the nofe and down the cheeks. 
The pain was defcribed by the patient as flinging, fometimes as 


pinching: the affected fide was fomewhat decayed and emaciated, 


‘Though the patient had never had the tooth-ach, yet he had | 
fome teeth drawn out, but without any effe&. Moving the lips 

would immediately excite the pain; and, likewife, the leaft 

draught of air frequently brought it on. A preffure on the nervus 

infraoribitalis, at its exitus, would prevent the pain from extend- 

ing itfelf over the face. After fome time, during which he ufed 
the Portland powder, he experienced a confiderable fenfeleffnefs in 

his hands, and fometimes an infupportable burning in the foles of 

his feet. This cafe will be more fully defcribed in future. 


_. We thall next add a cafe, to the particulars of which the Ep1ToR 


of this work can bear teftimony. 

Case IV. The patient was a grocer in London; tall and ra- 
ther bulky in perfon; about the middle age; of a lax fibre; a 
married man; and through the preceding periods of his life had 
been fubject to no particular malady. Having an incifor tooth of 
the upper jaw, which was decayed and inconvenient to him, he 


t] 
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applied to a dentift, who advifed him not,to have the ftamp exe - 
tracted, but to have an artificial, tooth inferted in the vacancy. 
Wofortunately the patient confented, and. the operations .of the’ 


- 


_ which was inferted a ferew, whofe worm extended upwards-tothe 


- ing, there was extreme debility and a lownefs of f{pirits, till at length i. 
Z the fcene was clofed by his death, in the year 1788, ne gv 
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by thefe motives, and by a determination not fully to adopt any thing 
that experience has not_yet fanctroned as a rule of ‘practice; we 
have endeavoured equally to avoid the extremes of caution and 
of confidence én this new and fingularly ingenious extenfion ofthe, 
healing art. Accordingly we refer to Dr. Beddogs’s. publications 
for dccounts of the fuccels of the paeumatic, procefs in the difeafes 
laft mentioned, and_ content ourielves with deferibing here’an 
apparatus invented by Mr, Watt; by means of which the practi 
4 tioners of medicine may, with great convenience,, engage.in thofe. 
#periments which are yet wanting to illuftrate the fubject. 


/ 
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Defeription of a portable Pneumatic Apparatus. 


_ Perfons who have not occafion for large quantities of factitious: 
_ airs, efpecially invalids while upon.a journey, will be enabled, by 
means of this apparatus, to prepare them readily in any fituation 
where they can command a common parlour or kitchen fire. A 
Practitioners in medicine may aifo, by means of it, make trial of 
this new branch of their art, at a moderate expence}; but it ought — 
not to be fuppofed that it can fupply the quantities of thefe airs 
that fome cafes require, and ftill lefs, that by means of it a number 
of patients fhould be fupplied. “oad fh. 
As oxygen and inflammable airs ought not to be prepared in the 
fame fire-tube, the apparatus is provided with one for each of thefe 
Apecies of air. The fire-tube for oxygen air, is made fomewhat 
hke a pocket liquor-flafk, the flattened form of which permits it 
to enter between the bars of a common grate. Its Jonkaeins 


enable it te contain about a pound of powdered manganefe, which 
will generally produce half a cubic foot, or three gallons of air, at 


This fre-tube (C) with its water-pipe (F) and conduéting-pipe: 
(D), together with the air-holder, are reprefented in their proper 
pofitions when in ufe, at fig. 3. It was judged unneteflary to give 
a reprefentation of the oxygene fire-tube when in ufe, as fuch re- 
prefentation would differ in nothing from that given, excepting in 
the abfence of the water-pipe, which is not needed in preparing 
oxygene air, ~~ | , AB tie it 
“One joint of the condu@ting-pipe D, is made partly of hammered 
iron, and the others of tin-plate, japanned. In order to avoid too © 
great nicety in adjufting the place of the air-holder, a’fhort flexible 
tube is interpofed betwixt two of the four pieces, of which, for 
convenience of catriage, the pipe is compofed. | 

Either of the fire-tubes, when applied to ufe, being previoully 
charged with the proper material, is ‘to be introduced between two. 
#f the bars of the fire-grate ; or, if none of the interftices are wide 


ar 
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enough, it may be laid above the ‘upper bar, and the coals heaped 


over it. If the grate is not deep enough to permit the fire-tube te 
enter far enough into it, when placed at right angles to the bars, it 


. May be putin obliquely; from which the further advantage will be 


derived, that the air-holder, not ftanding dire€tly before the fire, may 
be more ealily {creened from its rays. 

‘The lower end of the condudting-pipe turns up a little, and is 
to be inferted inthe pipe z of the air-holder, in the manner direéted 
for the fimplified apparatus. ! / 

It is proper, before any operation is commenced, to adjuft the 
height of the fupport of the air-holder, and its place in the tub or 
pail, which is to receive the water ; otherwife, if the fireetube heats 


quickly, fome of the air will be loft before thefe matters can be - 


adjufted. In defect of a ftool, bricks or fhort pieces of board may 
be ufed as a fupport for the air-holder; but, where the apparatus is 
ufed at home, a ftool will be found moft convenient. 

fo prepare OXYGENE AiR, fill the fire-tube (of fig. 1) with 
manganefe in coarfe powder, up to the narrow part of iis neck, 
lute the end-piece E into the fire-tube, and introduce the tube into 
the fire, lute the iron part of the conduCting-pipe into the end-piece, 
and, when the heat has hardened the lute, apply the other parts of 
the conducting-pipe, previoufly luted to one another. The air- 


holder being filled with water, and fet upon its ftool in the tub or ~ 


pail, uncork the pipe z, advance the air-holder, and infert the 

end of the pipe D into z. The operation will then go on as 

has heen faid in the defcription of the fimplified apparatus. When 

the oxygenevair has difplaced the water, and filled the air-holder, 

the fire-tube fhould be immediately withdrawn from the fire, to 

prevent the needlefs calcination of that tube. If the joints have 

been well luted, it may be pulled out by taking hold of the iron | 
part of the conducting-pipe, by means of a cloth, to prevent burn= 

ing the hands. : 


The end piece fometimes flicks very faft in the fireetube sit may 
be loofened by itriking it gently fideways with a {mall hammer, 
upon the bead which is formed round its outer end. Violent 


~ blows do not an{wer the end, and are apt to damage the end-piece. 


| To prepare HypRo-caRBONATE AIR, fill both the cylinders 
of the fire-tube (fig.2) with {mall bits of charcoal, none of them 
exceeding a quarter of an inch tube; infert the water-pipe into the 
mouth of one ef the cylinders, and the end-piece of the conducting- 
pipe D into the mouth of the other, luting them properly; place 
the fire-tube in the fire-grate, and when the heat has hardened the 
lute, proceed to the adjuftment of the remainder of the apparatus, 
as has been directed. ha pene LAS 
When the fire-tube has become perfectly red hot, admit water 
by the water-pipe, pretty freely, in order to’ expel any noxious 
matter contained in the charcoal, and fuffer any air which is thus 


x 
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produced to efcape. When this part of ‘the operation hag beer 


J) be : ° ; : ° \ " se 4 
continued for five or ten minutes, reftrain the water, and bring the 


air-holder into its place.’ With a proper degree of heat and due ’ 


exhibition of water, a three-gallon air-hoider may be filled in 
half an hour, without any fteam paffing into the conduCting-pipe, 
which is known by the tin parts not becoming shot. ; 


To ptevent the water in the cup from being heated by the fire, - 


it is neceflary to interpole a fire-fhovel, or: fomethinig’ fimilar, ‘to’ 
, fcreen the cup from its rays. If the water is fuffered to boil in the 
cup; or in the perpendicular part of the water-pipe, none will 
enter the fire-tube; therefore it is alfo proper not to Ax that part 
of the water-pipe in its place till all the reft of the apparatus is 
adjufted. The air-holder may he {creened from’ thé heat by a fheet 
of brown paper. _ | ep tee ne 
Phe hive 


ro-carbonate fire-tube is made double, that the water 


gay pate #hrobgh a greater length of heated charcoal, and may-ad « 


more immediately upon it, and lefs upon the iron; for if the water 
_ were tranffnitted flowly into’a red-hot pipe, it would ac upon the: 


4fon, and | produce hydrogene air before it reached the charcoal; 
its, from experinyent, that the hydragerie diffolves nonéy 


and it app 
of the chareoal in its 


2 . affage through it. ‘This has fometinies: 
Happened in m 


hydro-carbonate in the alembicrof the large: 


apparatus, and. renders the fire-tubes preferable for that ptrpofe. 


Mr, Watt adds the following caution. “Ehouigh common ftove: 


. gfates do: not generally produce too much heat for this. purpofe;: 


yet with fome forts of coal, and in. particular’ circumftances: that! 


may happen, and if not guarded againft, the fire-tube may be’ 


melted or fpoiled. A moderate red heat is fufficient for producing? 
either the oxygene or hydro-carbonate airs) 02 si 9 


¥ 


The arR-HoLDERs proper for this apparatus, are two of three 


gallons each, or one of that fize, and two of a gallon and a Half 
_ each, The latter will be found convenient for carriage in’ & pofts 
chatle 7 5 a Sy So ges Mel 


co _ 


Method of ufing the Apparatus.: ee 
Se ey é yo 


are Hydro-carbsnate dike oe hik procefs being more complicated 
than that for making oxygene air, is firft defcribed. et 


Put one of the iron rings which ferve to fill up the openings 2 


the fides of the furnace, upon the neck or finall patt of that énd of 
the fire-tube which you deftine for the water-pipe. Anoint the’ 
conical part of the.éend-piece belonging to tt with fome of thé fires’ 
lute.  Infert the end: piece into the opening of the firé-tube 5 préfs 
it in, twifting it a little round; then give it a: géntle blow with # 
piece of wood, or ’a {mall hammer; t6 force ont the {uperfluous 


lute, which ftroke up round the joint.  Raife the tube upticht 


upon that end-piece, and put into it firft fome largifly bite of chars 


. 
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coal, to avoid choking»the end-piege ; then, bythe help of a wide 

funnel, put an the {mall charcoal, till the tube is quite full up to - 
the other neck ; ftviking the tube onthe fides from time to time, 
to make the-charcoal fubfide. Stop the open end with the iron’ 
plug, or a large cork, and pafs the fire-tube through. the ‘holes in. 
the furnace made to receive it; put the other iron ring upon the 
other neck, fo as to fill the hole in the furnace on that fide; take 
out the plug, andturn the tube round, till the bent part of the end. 
piece for the water-pipe ftands upright. Then, having luted the 
end of the conducting-pipe into the other end-piece, anoint the 
comeal part of thatend-piece with fire-lute, and put it into its place 
in the fire-tube, as has been directed for the other; taking caré 
that the condudting-pipe lie at the proper inclination to the horizon, 


. asdhewn in the plate. When the water-pipe flands perpendi- 


cular, the inclination of the conduéting pipe will be in that part 
governed by the height of the fupport of the air-holder, which, 
with the place of that veffel in the tub, fhould-be regulated before - 
you fill the fire-tube. The lower end of the water-pipe fhould 
now be anointed with lute, and twifted into its focket. in the end 


piece. . The wire fhould be ferewed quite down, a litile watér put 
_in thé cup, and the whole left at reft until the fire-tube is red hot. 


The procefs is then to be managed as in the foregoing. dire€tions 


_ for obtaining bydre-carbonate air™. 


To extinguifh the fire ofter'the operation, {hut the afh-pit door and 


the air-regifter, and lay an iron plate upon the mouth of the fur- 


the fire-tube. 3 
. 2. Ferric Hydrogene, and alfo carbonic acid gas, from chalk, are 


nace; the fire will then be foon extinguifhed, without damage to 


to be managed exactly in the fame manner, only that, efpecially in 


the latter, the heat muft be fomewhat greater than is neceffary for 
charcoal, fay a full red heat, and the chalk broken into bits not 
exceeding one-third of an inch {quare. ) « 

In all thefe procefles care muft-be taken that the fire-tube be 


quite filled with the material from -which the air is to be produced ; 
_ otherwife the {team will pafs over without fuifering or caufing any 


7 


_ By mixing about’ one-fixth in bulk of caft-iron ‘turnings or 
borings with the charcoal, you will be more certain of obtaining 
air which’ has the power of caufing vertigo; and by mixing about 


| one-fourth in bulk of freth flaked lime with the charcoal, the air 


produced will not caufe vertigo. This air we call pure hydro-car-_ 


_bonate, the medicinal powers of which are not yet afcertained. 


* In the preparation of hydro-carbonate’ air, no water fhould be admitted” 
until the fire-tube has been for fome time red.hot. Ic is alfo found preferable 
to reduce the charcoal to fimall bits, or to a coarfe powder; and in the portable 
%pparatus to change the charcoal, putting in frefh at every operation; otherwife 
air will be produced which has not the power of caufing vertigo. 


\ 
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3. Zinete, or Ferric Hydrogene, may be obtained by mixing | 
about two ounces of granulated zinc, or the fame quantity of iron 
turnings, with a pound of recently flaked lime in the oxygene fire- 
tube, and applying heat without water, as for oxygene*. | 

4. Oxygene air, is prepared according to the directions alread 
given, Great care fhould.be taken that no bits of coals, char- 
coal, or other combuftible matter, be mixed with the manganefe ; 
other wife fuch mixture would caufe the production of a very pun- 
gent fixed air, which would be deleterious in cafes where. oxygene 
is proper. Manganefe may be examined for its contents in lead 
or, copper, by diffolving it by heat in the muriatic acid diluted; 
the lead will remain in the form of a whitifh calx, and the copper 
will be made fenfible by the addition of volatile alkali turning the 
folution green. Manganefe calcined in clofe veffels, with char- 

_ coal, becomes green; which has_led fome people into the error of - 
fuppofing it to contain copper; whereas calces of copper heated 
red hot become red.. Oxygene air fhould be kept in the air-holder 
for twelve hours, that it may depofit the manganefe which comes 
over with it, before it is ufed. | daaes out ar lik ets a 

To transfer the factitious air from the air-holders into the. bags.. 
All the pipes of the air-holder containing the air being corked, the 
fhort pipe U is to be uncorked, and the nozzle or faucet of the 
bag, wrapped round with a flip of foft rag, wetted, and tied on by 
a {mali thread, ane be forced sight into that pipe. Fhen, and not 


before, uncork the centre-pipe K, place the funnel in K, and pour’ 
ina pealare of water, equal to the quantity of air wanted fora 
dofe,/holding up the bag with your hand, that the air may meet | 
with no refiftance, the defired quantity will be transferred into the 
bag, Having replaced the cork in K, fhut the orifice of the 
faucet, by putting your thumb upon it, on the outfide of the bag, 
_ remove the faucet from the pipe U, and cork that pi pet. : 


- 


The bag is to be filled with common air, by infertung the faucet — 
into the nozzle of the common bellows, to be had with the appa- 
ratus, and blowing with them till the bag is about half full; «hen’ 
# {hould be gently clapped on the fides, in order to mix the com= 
mon and factitious airs. After which it is to be blown completely 
full; and the faucet being corked or (topped with the finger, it is 
to be removed-to the place where it is to be ufed. oa 

Itis.a bad practice to put the dofe of faGtitious air into the bag, _ 
and fend it in that ftate to the patient at a diftance, to be thete 


_ * Slaked quick lime may be kept for any length of time quite freth, or 
cauftic, by preferving it in a well-corked glafs bottle. 

+ The flip of rag fhould be yery neatly wrapped round the faucet, and always 
wetted at every time of ufing; otherwife the air may efcape by the fide of it, 
inftead of entering the bag; and the bag fhould always be held up bythe band, 
and kept from fuch folds as might impede the entrance of the air. When the 
Weg is clapped on the fides, the faucet thould be fhut by the finger, 
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filled with common air: the faCtitious air either efcapes, or may 
be contaminated by the bag, fo that little effect may be produced. 
_ Dhe air-holder Taskaiceiy the patient fhould {tand in his apart-_ 
ment unlefs he reforts to the practitioner’s houfe. Air-holders - 
fhould be appropriated to each fpecies of air, and fhould be pro- 
perly labelled to prevent mittakes. © They fhould be kept in a 
cool place of an equal temperature, and the corks fhould be good 
and tight. If fent to adiftance, they fhould be packed in a locked 
bafket or box, to prevent injuries. - ‘ . 
_ Inhalation of the air is performed by taking the point of the 
faucet between the lips, inhaling from the bag through the mouth, 
and expelling the air from the lungs through the noltrils; which 
operation moft patients readily acquire a habit of performing with 
-eafe: but thofe who cannot do it, may ufe the mouth-piece, com- 
_ monly employed. It fhould be recommended to patients not to hurry 
themielves, to inhale gently, and to retain the air a ‘little in their 
lungs before they expel it. It is alfo proper, efpecially in the ufe 
of the hydro-carbonaie, for the patient to reft a little at every five 
or fix inhalations, to obferve whether any vertigo takes place: _ 
and even in ufing oxygene, an unexperienced patient fhould reft 
to avoid fatiguing. the lungs, which of itfelf may caufe fome 
giddinefs. : aay tae 

Dofes of the faftitious airs. Where fymptoms do not decidedly - 
indicate larger dofes, it is prudent to begin with a pint of oxygene 
air, in a bagful or half a bagful of common air, that is to fay, 
diluted with from 20 to 40 times its bulk of common air, and gra- 
dually to increafe the dofe as fymptoms dire@t ; obferving always 
to dilute with at leaft 20 times the.quantity of common air, 

This dofe may be thought too {mall to produce fenfible effects ; 
but it will frequently produce very confiderable ones ; ‘and in fome 
cafes, where the fyitem is very irritable, may prove an over-dofe. 

Patients with a flow firm pulfe, will generally bear large dofes ; 
but thofe with flow feeble pulfes, are generally more readily 
affected by it. In difeafes occafioned by want of irritability, very 
large quantities have been given before any effect was produced, 
even feveral cubic feet per day ; but, as in fuch cafes, the oxygene 
was given little diluted or pure, it appears probable that more was 
given than would have been neceflary, had it been fufficiently 
diluted ; for, if pure oxygene air is inhaled, it will be found, upon 
jts-emiffion from the lungs, to be ftill highly dephlogifticated; but, 
when diluted, it has more time to act, and more of it is probably 
abforbed. bs 

‘The hydro-carbonate haying powerful effects in caufing ver- 
tigo, ought always to be adminiftered cautioufly: where there is 
much debility, it may be prudent to begin with half a pint of this 
air, diluted with 10 or 20 pints of common air, to be increafed in 
the fubfequent dofes, till each dofe fhall caufe vertigo: how far 


‘ 


> 


6: ' PNEUMATIC’MEDICINE, 


us Sa dala i: paps ee a . 
the latter effect thould be puthed, niuft depend upor the’ firuation Wee t 


of the: patient, andi the: nature:of the difeafe. Patients with a 
Jirong: quick. pulfe,.can:in: general bear large dofes of this air, and 
its Immediate effect is) rendering the pulfe: flower; whereas! ir# 


patients with: quick, weak pulfe, it generally renders the pulfe- 


© inte and: weaker immediately-after the inhalation ; though its 
ua 


bfequent effech is:to render’ the pulfe floweriand ftrongers, if iv ; 


takes, effect vpon the difeafé. Te 

It has feldom been found neceffary:toigive more of this‘air than 
from two to threé quarts per days: until the’ patients have been long 
habituated to. theude of it; and incall cafes. where the air has‘been 
. very lately made, it is proper to give only half the ufual dofe; but}. 
after four or five: days? keeping, it feems to fuffer litle: further 


changes “The oxygene air keeps good formonths, if the corks 


are; good. : faye ise 
_» To, enable’ pra€titioners: to judge: of! the fize of the apparatus 
which) their. praétice may; require, the quantities of oxygene air 


which, each fize can!produce at one operation aré recapitulateds 


The largeft:apparatus cam produce about four’ cubic feet at one 
Operation ; which will requite:four/of the largeft or éight'fecond® 
fized air-holders ito contain it; a great number of ‘air-holders may 
be neceffary, becaufe fome patients may require the air to-be fent 


‘out-to:them,.and mayor; ufe it fo faitas'others. “In fuch\cafes,” 


efpecially where the adminiftration of the air is'likely to besconti+ 
nued fome time, it would: feemreafonable that {uch patients fhould 


-payofor their: own oiled filk bags, if‘not for the air-holders. 9” > 
‘Tike fecond-fize; apparatus will produce about:two-cubic feet of 


oxy gene air: imeach operation; which will requite two largef? or. 


- -four-fecond-fized air-holders to contain its | es ee 0 
The: portable: apparatus: produces three gallons of oxygene ait 

at each, operation; which requires one fecond-fize' or two {mallemt 

air-holders.to contain it. | : 


As the-charcoalidoes not wafte fat in: the operation for hydros | 
carbonate.air, theoperation may be continued with propretyuntil ~ 


- double the above quantities are produced’ in the refpective! appas 
ratufes;; but .it-1s evident, that in’ fuch: cafes, a’ proportionaté 


number, of airsholdersimutt ‘be provided. for this air; in additionte 


thofe required -for: oxygene, _ rs 

Fromathe abovev it’ will appear, that: the largeft: apparatts’ is 
neceflary for hofpitais, practitioners of great practice, orwho de 
not choofe:to: refort: often: to’.a-frefh: operation: the fécond fizé 'to 
tusto patientswho choofe to prepare their own airs; and to gentlee 
men:whe:with to tryexperiments. To thofé who require’confi+ 


derable quantitiesiof/ air; the frequent repetition of the procefs with © 
this.portable apparatus willbe found troublefome; and itis further 


to/be cemarkedy thatthe confumption: of fire-tnbes is Isfs-in pros 


practitioners of more confined praétice; and the portable apparas 


= 
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portion to the quantities of ait produced ‘in. the larger than in the 
fmaller apparatus; and that nothing will tend more to avoid unne-~ 
ceflary repetitions of éperations, than’ the being provided witha 
fufhcient number of air-holders, or other proper recipients for the 
air. a CE Ge 5 ANAS 

The fmalleft air-holders, containing fix quarts, are convenient 
for fending out air to patients at their own houfes. 

Oxyzene Fire-tubes, when new, ought always to be prepared by’ 
filling them with frefh flaked lime, and keeping them an hour 
red hot, as has been direéted above; but hydro-carbonate tubes 
ought not to be fo prepared, otherwife the air obtained from them 
will not have the power of caufing vertigo*. snes 

We cannot take our leave of this fubje@ in terms more conge= 
nial with our fentiments, than in adopting the language of Four- 
croy, who, in an interefting memoir read in the medical fchool at 
Paris, “ On the application of pneumatic chemifiry to' the practice of 
‘medicine, and on the medical properties of oxygenated fubfances,’” 
gives the following as his “ profeffion' de foi.’? ann 

_After an appropriate introduction, alluding to the praQtical . 
advantages refulting from new chemical difcoveries, and the good 
effects to be expected from them in medicine, he thus proceeds; 
** But if I confidently announce the hope of a happy and approach- 
ing revolution in the art of healing, | ought, while I appear to 
encourage fuch,a ‘change, to. refifl the dangerous. confequences. of 
that petulant activity, which inflames inftead of enlightening the 
mind ;.of that premature love of innovation, which is eager to. 
deftroy without being able to raife any ftructure on the fcattered _ 
ruins; I fear, I -confefs, as much from thefe imprudent inno- 
vators, as | apprehend from the zeal of the adherents to old fyftems. 
If the latter fer their faces againft the progrefs of reafon, the 
former are anxious to precipita:e themfelves into errors, by exag- 
gerations not lefs dangerous. I am equally an enemy to the inno- 
vating folly of the one, and to the dull inactivity of the other.— 
I reject the pretended fufficiency of the Brunonian doétrine for 
every medical theory, as well as the indifcreet atternpt of explaine 
ing every-where the mechanifm of animal life, by a chemical 
action. I undoubtedly am defirous of a revolution in the theory 
of medicine; it is the objeét of my prayers; I have foretold it 
thefe fifteen years in my lectures; I] have every-where proclaimed 
it in my works; I fhall forward its progrefs with all my power | 
and abilities :—but | with for-a revolution, wife, moderate, and 
reflecting. Ido not burn the old books, with Paracelfus; I do 
not break the pneumatic vafes; I do not at-once profcribe every 


* Tais apparatus, which is fold by Boulton and Watt, is alfo furnifhed wish 
fome auxiliary parts, defcribed in Mr. Watt’s pampblec. 
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not facrifice this knowledge to any new applications, or toa doc~ — 


_ Arine hitherto built upon fand. It would be injudicious to abandon 


« what we have induftrioufly acquired ; 
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to extinguifh at once the 
light kindled by long experience ; and to exchange’ it for that 
theoretical empiricifn, which directs the medical practitioner to 
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